MSP Disclaimer on Rock Island Trail Public Comments

The following 8,685 comments were gathered during a public comment period, which ended
August 31, 2017. These comments do not reflect the opinion of the State of Missouri or the
Department of Natural Resources’ Division of State Parks, nor are these entities responsible for
the content or the factual accuracy of the comments. The responses have not been edited or
otherwise altered, except to remove names and other identifying statements, and potentially
offensive language. The public comments were provided in response to the following question:

The Department of Natural Resources (DNR) is considering entering into an Interim Trail
Use Agreement with Missouri Central Railroad for the purpose of developing the Rock
Island Trail Project, a conversion of the former Rock Island Railroad corridor into a 144.3
mile long recreational trail from Windsor, MO, to Beaufort, MO.

Please provide your thoughts, comments, and suggestions regarding DNR entering into an
Interim Trail Use Agreement and the Rock Island Trail Project.



Adding 144 miles of Rock Island Trail is an historic
opportunity. About 30 of the 144 miles are within the city
limits of towns. It will be an economic development driver for
dozens of small rural communities and improve their quality
of life on a daily basis. It will provide recreation,
transportation, an opportunity for daily exercise and ways for
students to walk or bike to school safely. The first 47 miles
have brought many new businesses, like the Chilhowee Corner
Store, Leeton Cafe and Leeton Grocery. It has grown others,
like New Town Bicycle and Coffee Shop in Pleasant Hill and
several restaurants and lodging places in Windsor. Businesses
are gearing up in the next 144 miles, like Rock Island Village
in Eldon. That 48 bed senior living facility opens in August.
Perhaps most importantly in terms of a go or no-go decision is
that there is no requirement to develop a trail to a certain
standard or on a certain timetable. It could be used
immediately as a primitive trail by hikers, mountain bikers and
equestrians after signs are posted, entrances are blocked from
motor vehicles and bridge skeletons barricaded.

I think this is a GREAT opportunity. The economic impact
should mirror that of the Katy trail. I am sure that a major
donor will present itself. I would be more than happy to chair
a committee that would be responsible for finding donors. |
will do all I can to bring this to fruition.

This will be a tremendous plus for biking in Missouri.
Please move forward with this project. It will be very
beneficial for communities, as has been shown with the
development of the parallel Katy trail just to the north.

It's a big waste of all taxpayers money!

Please do! This trail will mean so much to so many people.
We love the Katy Trail, but we live in Eldon - it will be so
nice not to have to drive 35 miles to ride! We'd make so much
use of the new trail to see places we haven't seen, contribute to
local economies along the way, take advantage of the health
benefits, spend more time with family (we've encouraged
several to buy bikes and get out there with us!) and friends.
We've been thoroughly enjoying watching progress happen
along the trail - rails up, ties up, brush cleared. Can't WAIT
for it all to be finished and we look forward to using as much
as we can as soon as we can!

This trail, when completed will be a gold star by Missouri's
name---and will also benefit the towns along thr route. I can
not wait to hike the trail and explore the small towns!

I live about a half mile from where the trail will be in Leslie,
MO. My family can't wait for this trail. There are so few safe
places to run or ride a bike in rural MO. This trail is so needed
in this area.

I am a frequent user of the Katy Trail and my wife helped get
the information on building the Katy to the public, especially
the rural areas where there was opposition. If you look and ask
the towns where the Katy passes through, almost everyone has
positive comments on the Katy Trail.

Every state needs to take advantage of these trail possibilities
as they are popular and can generate significant revenue.

The combination of the Katy and Rock Island trails would be
one of the top trail system in the US and would draw people
from many states.

Great idea

Connect it through washington and into chesterfields great
rivers greenway and it will be flowing with traffic.

This opportunity doesn't just impact the Rock Island Trail. As
soon as this Trail is completed it will be a jump on point at
Villa Ridge Missouri for the Pacific Riverwalk Trail. This
Trail we'll connect with the St Louis Great Rivers Greenway
to the north and to the Ozark Trail to the South creating and
over 600 Mile Trail. This has a huge economic potential to the
entire State and region.

Being an active cyclist and seeing how the Katy Trail has
affected many towns along the route, I believe that this is a
project that needs to developed and maintained by the DNR.
By developing this project, many more people can enjoy the
trails and get out and explore nature. It allows those that do
not readily get out on their bikes to enjoy the trails without
fear of getting run over by cars. It also allows those of us that
enjoy riding our bikes for long distances to get off the roads. I
also see development along the route for future growth of
smaller towns in new industries. This is a win/win proposition
and I hope that the DNR enters into this agreement for our
future!

Thank you. Good safe environment to ride free from vehicles.
This opportunity doesn't just impact the Rock Island Trail. As
soon as this Trail is completed it will be a jump on point at
Villa Ridge Missouri for the Pacific Riverwalk Trail. This
Trail we'll connect with the St Louis Great Rivers Greenway
to the north and to the Ozark Trail to the South creating and
over 600 Mile Trail. This has a huge economic potential to the
entire State and region.

What a great way to travel and see the state. This trial would
revitalize areas that have seen little or no activity since the
railroad left.

I am an avid supporter of this trail and it's development. I have
personally ridden the entire KATY Trail on two occasions and
spent $500 plus dollars over the four days. While traveling 1
met people from several states and also at least one foreign
country. The addition of the Rock Island Trail will make
Missouri even more of an active recreation destination and
draw people to the State.

Methods of Non-Motorized transportation has dominated
human history and only in the past 70 years has it been
completely abolished in most developed areas of America.
However, through projects like this and cooperative Trail Use
Agreements, we can change that and bring back the freedom
and health benefits that non-motorized transportation
maintains within our society.

LOVE the RIT. I drive down from Lee's Summit to Pleasant
Hill at least twice a week to ride it. Just did 20 miles the other



day. Rode from PH to Sedalia via Windsor and the Katy in
December, taking Amtrak back to Lee's Summit.

I totally support the Rock Island Trail and any initiative DNR
has to expand it.

As a long time walker, jogger and bike rider,(emphasis on
long time), my age has brought me to a point where level
surfaces are my friend. This proposed trail will bring better
health opportunities to thousands of Missourians. The trail will
also have a positive impact on tourism and the economic
benefits that come with it. Please, please move forward with
this project!!!

I think this would be a wonderful project and support the DNR
entering into a trail use agreement. My husband & I often ride
on the Katy Trail and just completed a 4 day, 157 mile ride on
it. We would certainly make use of the Rock Island Trail too
once it is opened. Thanks!

These villages along the proposed trail will benefit greatly
from the increased tourism traffic as bikers and hikers will be
searching for supplies, lodging, restaurants, etc... What are we
waiting for? Do we expect there will be a great railroad
resurgence in America? Do we think shoe factories will once
again open and help these struggling small towns and their
economies? I see little downside. Build it, promote it, and
celebrate it without further delay!

I look forward to using them Rock Island Trail. It will have as
much an impact as the Katy Trail.

This trail has the potential to bring so much positive change to
our State. People want to live and vacation in places that make
it easy to enjoy the outdoors. Bike riding is such an
inexpensive, entry level activity. It will also help Missourians
get healthy and we all know that saves money! Please
complete it asap!

All you have to do is look at the statistics of the many years of
the Katy Trail. Yes we had disagreements in the early years
but it gives enjoyment to thousands of Missourians and is a
big ticket on our Tourism. The cross country bicyclist always
use the Katy Trail in their plans.

Bring the Rock Island into the picture and you have a full loop
for a ride. As a bicyclist that is a big consideration when
picking a trail. Look at the Raccoon River in lowa. It is now a
loop and the numbers are increasing in use. I believe that if the
Missouri government lets this loose they are are doing a
disservice to it people and missing a grand opportunity. We
don't want to miss keeping those small towns that make
Missouri famous.

As a landowner next to the Katy Trail, I see first hand the
positive impact trails have on our state. I fully support the
expansion and development of the Rock Island Trail!

I support the trail and feel the rural communities along the trail
will receive a much needed injection of economic activity as
well as encouraging citizens to get more exercise. Often if
someone wants to go for a walk, they need to drive to a safe
place or risk walking along a busy roadway. The trail will
provide a safe and serene place for locals to exercise without

the concern of getting hit by a car. Further, communities such
as Eldon have already planned and dedicated resources to
improving the community around the trail, such as parks, and
rebuilding the depot for a community center and chamber of
commerce building. I feel the funds will be well invested in
our state.

Very interested in seeing this project advance towards
completion. I would absolutely intend to ride every available
mile and spend money in the businesses adjacent to the trail.

I live in Arizona and have twice ridden the Katy Trail - both
times round trips in order to fully appreciate the natural
resources along the trail and the hospitality of the towns
through which it passes. I met people from all over the US,
Canada and other countries cycling the Katy Trail. A group of
10 of my cycling friends are planning a Katy Trail trip for
2018 and they would certainly add the Rock Island Trail to
their itinerary if it were completed.

The proposed Rock Island Trail will make Missouri THE
family friendly and vacation cycling destination of the United
States, as it adds additional miles as a loop to the already
popular Katy Trail. The small towns along the Rock Island
Trail will benefit with new business ventures catering to RIT
users. As former small town resident, I am aware of the sense
of community pride that develops with this kind of project and
focus. In addition, the RIT will be a marvelous resource for
local residents to walk, run, cycle and horseback ride.

Hurry up and get the RIT completed as I am very eager to
return to Missouri and pedal it end to end!

I'd love to see this developed as a trail. Perfect forvusers on
foit and bikes. A great type of trail thats easy to use and is in
naturecaway from traffic.

I strongly support the use of the Rock Island Rail property as a
biking/hiking recreational trail. I have seen rail properties in
the past sit idle, with no functional use. For Missouri to not
make use of this land in ths beneficial way would be tragedy.
There should be no question as to the benefit such an addition
would have to the Economic Health of our State. Being from a
community along this line and knowing that the KATY brings
in 18.1 million dollars in revenues annually I have no doubt
we can expect this number to double. Looking into the future
just a bit suggests to me that the remainder of this corridor will
be available soon and the KATY and the Rock Island together
will form the longest continuous trail loop in the country. Now
you have opened the door to International Recognition and
use! Please allow the 23 or more communities along this line
to take this ball and run with it!

Really looking forward to having the Rock Island Trail
constructed!

Great idea! Go for it!

I feel that it would be beneficial for the towns and cities that it
goes through or by and will create a great biking opportunity. I
am looking forward to biking the Rock Island. It would be
helpful if the State could extend the Katy to the Kansas state



line and to find a corridor that would connect the Katy to Iowa
and one to connect to Arkansas.

Would be great for us! We are excited to have a safe bike trail
so close to us. We live in Gerald.

I am very much in support of DNR entering into an Interim
Trail Use Agreement for the Rock Island Trail Project. I will
provide some reasons below.

1. As the school superintendent I know that the trail will be
able to provide safer access to our schools for those students
that walk.

2. I believe that the trail through our community would
improve the health of our community. It would encourage
more walking and biking.

3. I believe that the trail would help us attract and also keep
our young families. We know that young families are looking
for quality of life features and a trail through the community
definitely helps attract those families.

4. A possible trail through our community has already spurred
development with the Lake Regional Hospital to expand and
also Rock Island Village https://www.rockislandvillage.com/
5. The Eldon School District Building Trades program plans
on renovating the existing depot. We have an Eldon Alumni
that has challenged the community with a $150,000 matching
grant towards building the depot. However we can’t start
construction if Missouri State Parks doesn’t own the property.
Our agreement with the previous director was that the depot
would be given to the City of Eldon for development and
maintenance.

6. Eldon and Versailles are considered some of the poorest
communities in the State according to this article:
https://www.roadsnacks.net/poorest-places-in-missouri/ I
believe having a trail through those two communities would
greatly improve the economic conditions.

I am also am a cow/calf farmer and I do have some property
along the trail and this does not concern me.

I live in Illinois and regularly travel to Missouri to ride on the
Katy. Between gas fill-ups, lunches, snacks, and the
occasional overnight hotel B&B stay, I end up spending a lot
of dollars on Missouri because of my riding. Being able to
extend mileage onto the Rock Island Trail has been a big
source of excitement for myself and my friends. More trails =
more cyclists and more tourism $$.

Looking forward to using the trail. I live near Beaufort about
200 yards from the trail. Planning on using it regularly
because there isn't anywhere the walk other than the highway.
I hope it goes forward. Thanks

I am extremely excited for the new trail. Get it open soon so
we can all start enjoying it!

I am in Full support of turning the Rock Island Trail into a
bike route. I want to use the Rock Island for a round trip bike
trip starting at Pleasant Hill to St. Charles and return back
using the KATY Trail. I'm very much into longer rides of over
60 miles a day and I feel rail trails are the safest way to bike
that are free of auto traffic. I'm also a huge supporter of state
parks and the natural beauty they hold.

Please continue to support the donation of the Rock Island into
a beautiful bike trail.

[ am in favor of the State developing additional riding/walking
opportunities, including the Rock Island Trail Project. I live in
Camdenton and am not directly at any point of the trail but it
would be closer for me than the Katy.

This will be a world-class acquisition for the state of Missouri
and will bring bike tourism from all over the world.

I think its a extreme waste of money. When our roads and
bridges are in the condition they are in. And being a
landowner along this to take there land that runs by their
homes. Bad idea all around.

Should be just like the Katy Trail. No motorized vehicles
allowed.

Super excited for this trail!

There is NOT one safe place for a kid to ride a bike in our
community. They can't walk or ride to school at this time.
This is small town America. We need some healthy, active
options in our area.

Our population deserves to have a trail available to them for
an active lifestyle.

We have local groups of cyclers that would utilize this as well.
This will bring others through our town and promote tourism
in our area.

Trails give locals access to safe hiking/biking and bring
tourism dollars to small towns along the route.

Please continue to push this project forward. [ am from
Arkansas and make 2-3 trips a year to ride the Katy. That
means I spend

$ on gas, food, lodging, etc in Missouri. I can't wait to do
more of the same on RIT. The Katy/RIT loop will be a
national treasure and a economic asset for rural Mo!

I'm very eager to utilize the Rock Island Trail. I hope to take
advantage of the towns along the trail. In addition I am also
eager to see Missouri become a destination for biking the
Rock Island and Katy Trail loop.

Can't wait to have one of the largest trail networks in the
country here in Missouri

Certainly hope DNR accepts and enters into this interim trail
use agreement regarding the Rock Island corridor. Many
Communities along the corridor seem to be willing to do their
part to make this a viable opportunity for DNR and the state.

I think it's a great idea. Giving us the opportunity to bike ride
in a safe environment. Ride somewhere for the day spend the
night and come home the next. Also allowing the communities
to grow with their business to grow. Great for the kids that
have little to do here in this vicinity.

This would be a huge asset for Missouri! Both the
communities involved and trail users would benefit. I hope the
project can move forward.



I think this would be a great idea! There are a ton of people
who I think would love it!

The development of more trails in Missouri is clearly in the
best interests of all Missourians. Expanded trail systems in
Missouri support the health and welfare of the population by
encouraging healthy outdoor activity and engagement in
inexpensive community activities that support appreciation of
our beautiful state. Trail systems and and their use by residents
and out-of-state tourists create much needed economic activity
for the state.

It would be a big draw for the State and some much needed
money for the towns along the trail.

Yes! This would such a great asset in so many ways to so
many individuals and families!. It would improve health,
relationships, commerce for all the surrounding communities!
It would turn useless land into beautiful recreation land!

Great Idea!

As the Executive Director for the Windsor Area Chamber of
Commerce, I can speak with some insight as to what this trail
will mean to some of these smaller communities that are
struggling economically. I serve on the Farrington Park Board
of Directors, as well. (Farrington Park is our city park and was
donated to Windsor by the Rock Island Railroad in 1954 and
is named after J.D. Farrington, the President of the Rock
Island at that time.) The campgrounds at the park have seen a
400% increase over last year. We've had visitors from France,
Yugoslavia, Costa Rica and other countries, as well as, visitors
from Oregon to New York. These folks spend money when
they're in a community. Today was the big Katy Trail Bicycle
Ride...around 300 riders. I can't tell you how many times [ was
asked about the Rock Island Trail and there aren't enough
words to describe the excitement and anticipation when these
bicycle enthusiasts talked about it. There was an 88 year old
gentleman on this ride and he is really excited about it. (Don't
wait too long...hahaha!) Please don't let this opportunity pass:
for the small communities that will benefit so much from it,
the great State of Missouri that will benefit from it and the
outdoors enthusiasts that will use the trail. This is a "bucket
list" deal! (Yes, I heard that several times today.."riding the
loop is on my bucket list™)

Having a contiguous piece of property owned by the public for
public use is a tremendous benefit for residents of Missouri as
well as tourists. Care must be taken so that pedestrians and
cyclists should exclusively use this and limit access to
motorized vehicles

I'm all for getting this trail up and going!

Rode the Rock Island Spur with a friend about 10 miles
starting from Pleasant Hill three weeks ago. Great addition to
our trail system, especially for those of us in the KC Metro. A
parking lot at the start of the trail would be welcome so you
don't have to ride on the highway to get to the trail. Looking
forward to exploring more segments of the trail.

The addition of another rail to trail project is a positive step,
both toward renewed economic prosperity and in the
expansion of a corridor in which Missourians and visitors can
be outside and enjoy the natural beauty that surrounds us here.
As a connector line to the already famous Katy Trail- an
expansion of this type of recreational venue on top of an
already popular destination for cycling, hiking, running and
trekking will boost the world class outdoor recreational
opportunity that the Katy already provides to visitors and
residents. A timely application of resources to start this is
crucial to investing in the future of the state, its citizenry and
in boosting awareness of the beauty of the land it touches here
in the Ozarks/north central Missouri. Please move forward and
commit to this enriching project.

The Rock Island Trail is the single-most important economic
development lever that has occurred in the last 30 years for
any of the towns along the Rock Island Trail including (but
not limited to): Windsor, Ionia, Freeburg, Canaan, Rosebud,
Gerald, Owensville, Eldon, Belle, Bland.

Missing this golden opportunity to spur growth and
development in these forgotten and neglected areas of the
State of Missouri, by doing little more than NOT REJECTING
a gift provided by a private source would be a slap in the face
to the voters and residents in each of these locations...and a
slap that would not be easily forgotten or forgiven.
Providence has laid this world class opportunity directly in our
laps. Final development need not happen overnight, but to
miss the chance to preserve the corridor for the future would
be a senseless tragedy, a colossal blunder, a nonredeemable
error.

Please show Republican supporters of rural economic
development, that politics will not keep you from supporting
the actions we elected you to take. Move forward with the
Interim Trail Agreement without delay. It has already taken us
30 years to get here. Support rural economic development
now.

Move forward with the Interim Trail Agreement without
delay.

Please complete this trail project so tourists like me can come
and ride it and spend lots of money in small towns along the
way. We've ridden the Katy Trail several times, spending
about $1,000 on each trip. We can't wait to ride the Rock
Island Tral!

Can hardly wait for it to get ready for walkers. Goes right
across the road from my house so I won't have to drive to
town everyday to walk the trail.

Absolutely, without a doubt. Will be nothing but good for our
state.

Will have possibly more funding, but wit that comes
restrictions, regulations and reporting.

Everyone in our little town is very excited about the trail and
will be very disappointed if the project is not completed.

Will have possibly more funding, but wit that comes
restrictions, regulations and reporting.



I think it's a great investment for the state of MO! Hope it all
works out. Can't wait to try it out!

Tourism is important to the state. With the addition of the
Rock Island trail, MO is poised to become a major destination
for the many people like myself who enjoy active vacations. |
am a MO taxpayer, and I am looking forward to having the
trail available for use. It will be an asset to the health of
Missourians. It will benefit the economies of the towns it
passes through. I am totally in support of the development of
the Rock Island Trail.

I'm looking forward to the completion of the Rock Island Trail
Project. Selfishly, it would be only 5 miles from home, but
having overheard local people getting so excited about the trail
has caught me off guard. While towns along the eastern end
are eagerly planning for its opening - people talking about
starting restaurants, B&B's, etc., the boost to all local
economies would be welcomed. And let's not forget the health
benefits. The sooner it gets opened the better. The Katy Trail
has proven the case for bicycle-pedestrian trails and another
one would really prove that Missouri is the 'Show-Me' state.
Adding to the available trails in Missouri by using the
abandoned/donated property from the Rock Island rail line
seems like a no brainer to most of us. The economic benefits
alone to those small towns along the route would also benefit
the State tax coffers - adding jobs, new businesses, etc. I see
little down side compared to the huge upside and would
welcome another trail opportunity.

I and many cycling friends have enjoyed many hours and days
on the Katy Trail. We would love to have new and more trails
to use to enjoy seeing the beautiful Missouri countryside and
meet the people who live and conduct business there. I hope
this program continues forward as cycling and hiking use
increase across the state.

It would a great recreational and commercial assest for the
State of Missouri. I cannot think of any reason why the DNR
should not enter into this agreement.

As long as the money is available to support the initial trail
build and continued mainte n ancestors of the trail. Not sure
why we wouldn't do it.

I fully support the development of the Rock Island Trail. This
would be an incredible boon for Missouri tourism, as well as a
fabulous trail for Missourians.

I have bike the Katy Trail - and the Great Allegheny Passage
and the C&O Towpath. These trails continue to attract the
active crowd, and to be a starting place for those entering into
fitness.

So, please develop the Rock Island Trail!

You only need to look at the popularity and success of the
Katy Trail to see the benefits of developing the Rock Island
corridor. Many of the towns along its path are in desperate
need of the added business and tourism that the trail can bring.
Aside from the economic benefits, the development of the trail
will provide much needed safe areas for local families to ride
bikes and hike, away from busy streets.

Cannot wait for our family to take advantage of this wonderful
trail! Your support in this matter is greatly appreciated.

I strongly support any measures that will move the
development of the Rock Island Trail project along. This will
be a treasure for the people of the area and the rest of
Missouri. It will be good for the economy of the local
communities. People who ride their bikes on trails such as this
will bring money to the area. I don't see any down side to this.
I'm so excited about the prospect of the Rock Island Railroad
corridor becoming a recreational trail! I fully support the DNR
developing the trail, so much so I plan to move in a city that is
along the trail after I retire in July 2018. This trail will provide
an economic boost to small communities and draw cyclists
and hikers from across the U.S. I can't wait to ride the trail
sections as they are opened!

Please keep the Rock Island Trail moving forward. This is a
great opportunity for a route similar to the Katy Trail to be
accessible to many more people, and open up alternative
means of transportation and recreation to individuals across
the state. The Katy Trail is already known as one of the best
bicycle routes in the entire country, with many other states
following suite, the Rock Island is yet another opportunity to
show the success of such a program.

I fully support DNR developing the Rock Island rail corridor
into a recreational rail-to-trail conversion. This, combined
with the nationally recognized Katy Trail, will ensure
Missouri will be a primary destination for long trail tourism.
DNR currently spends over %10 of its budget on the Katy trail
alone; the proposed 144 miles could easily TRIPLE that! DNR
will be responsible for fences. Landowners are taking the
brunt of the liability of trespassers already- not necessarily
"trail users"! This corridor has a very small population living
along it; therefore people using it for its proposed purposes
will not offset the liabilities and nuisance of those who abuse
the access to private property. It will not be a wise investment
for the taxpayers of MO to build a much more expensive
recreational trail within 50 miles of the current Katy trail!!!
The land should revert to the landowners who own the
land(paying the property taxes) just as the original railroad
easements state; not give Ameren a "charitable tax credit" for
"donating" an easement over land they don't OWN!
NO-NO-NO on accepting the RAILROAD EASEMENT from
Ameren. Let the rails-to-trails-conservancy pay Ameren the "8
figure$$" they supposedly offered!!!!

Yes, go forward! If money becomes an issue, then sell bonds
and charge a user fee. The Katy has provin the model is
successful.

YES. Please follow through with the proposed Rail To Trail
route!

And, if you would, get to cracking on some north-south routes,
too!

I think the Rock Island Trail is a wonderful thing for the state
in the country. I think it will bring business to all the small



towns that it passes through. I personally have bicycle all of
the Rock Island in the majority of the Katy Trail. I have
bought food and supplies along the trails. And also have spent
the night at local hotels and camp sites. I feel this is big
business for the state. I meet people from all over the country
that come to ride one of the biggest rails to Trails project in
the country. And with the addition of the Rock Island Trail
this will really draw a lot of attention to the state of Missouri.
We have everything in place to get this done. There is no
reason for us not to complete it. This benefits everyone.

It would be a great recreational addition to central Missouri. If
you like to walk or ride bikes you are limited to rough gravel
in much of the area. This would give us a local and safe option
to ride.

As someone who just purchased a house near the Katy Trail
BECAUSE of the Katy Trail, I can tell you that this project
will bring much joy to many people in Missouri. There is
immense freedom in being able to bike or hike for hours or
days on a safe corridor. I can't wait for it to be finalized!
Please forge ahead with developing the Missouri Rock Island
Trail. My wife and I regularly use bike on rails-to-trails. This
trail would be a nice addition to the KATY Trail.

It is my hope, as a frequent user of The Katy Trail, The
Missouri DNR will transform/maintain The Rock Island Trail
to the high standards it has shown in operating all the State
Parks.

I/my family look forward to riding "The Rock".

Keep up the good job/works.

I would like the trail to be developed.
I can't wait to ride the Rock Island Trail. I'm all for the
agreement if it means the project continues to make progress.

Allow equestrian use

I fully support all efforts to enter the Interim Trail Use
Agreement. I believe that the Rock Island trail will provide a
positive influence on our state and the communities it passes.
This is a trail I will definitely use and bring out of town guest
with me.

Please make this trail.

This is an awesome idea. I enjoy biking but riding on the roads
scares the hell out of me. I'm always looking for safe places to
ride.

very happy to have this underway. Cannot wait for it to open. I
hope you only allow bicyle and foot traffic. No ATV and
equestrian use. I feel that small towns along the trail will also
benefit from the trail as it will bring in more revenue and
business opportunities.

I have ridden the entire Katy trail five times and done
numerous weekend trips on the Katy. I have met people from
all over the world who come to Missouri to ride the Katy and

have spoke. With many who would come back to enjoy the
Rock Island Trail.

My husband and I along with many friends are looking
forward to the day we can ride an over 400 mile trail loop in
our state.

I have ridden the GAP, C&O trails a d ha e met many people
on those trails that are also waiting for the Rock Island trail
and visiting Missouri and the small towns along the way.

We have a treasure wit the Katy trail and adding the Rock
Island would bring many visitors to our state and the
communities.

I am excited to have this trail. It offers the state of Missouri
and all the towns along the trail a great opportunity for bike
tourism revenue. It also opens beautiful Midwest landscapes
for all to enjoy while promoting wellness through activity and
sense of community. I can't wait to see this trail completed.
This trail would be a wonderful asset to our state. Both our
communities and our economy would benefit. I've worked in
Missouri State Parks for years and have traveled all over the
united states on camping trips and I think Missouri has one of
the richest, well managed, accessible park systems around.
Let's continue to build that reputation. Let's take this amazing
opportunity to provide a way for our youth to seek adventure,
a way for our citizens to stay healthy, and provide our
communities and small businesses a much needed source of
income. This would improve lives for Missourians and
provide an opportunity for the rest of the world to have a first
hand look at Missouri's natural history and beauty and meet
some of the friendliest and diverse people in the Midwest.

I would be very intrested in seeing DNR aquire, build and
operate the rock island trail. We have spent countless hours
enjoying the katy trail, and the rock island trail would be a
closer commute to get to and appears to be even more senic. I
see this as an excellent investment of ste tax dollars. Much
better than builing another park in one location.

I wholeheartedly support this project--I wish it had be done
years ago (especially once it became apparent it would not be
used any more as a rail road due to the high dollar homes
being located too close to the line near Lee's Summit, [
believe.) This will be a great addition to Missouri's parks
system and an economic boost to many small towns along the
route. I'm also looking forward to having a close destination
from which to ride my bike. I am completely in favor of my
taxes being used to fund this and I hope it proceeds as rapidly
as possible. (I'm not sure what you need my phone number for
but due to the high number of scam calls we receive I do not
respond to any phone requests. If you require further
information, please contact me by email. Thanks!)

I am an avid cyclist who lives in the City of St Louis. I have
ridden the Katy trail from beginning to end. I plan on utilizing
the completed part of the Rock Island to reach the Katy on my
ride this year. I fully support the completion of this project!

I think this is a great idea! What better way to bring people to
Missouri and show off native scenery.



[ am in full support of this trail. We are homeowners/business
owners along the route and feel that attracting tourists will
better our area and economy. We would also like to enjoy the
trail! It would be a great bicycle, horse, and running trail. My
area (St. Albans/labadie) is full of horse owners who would
appreciate more equestrian trails.

I would ride the trail everyday. I am very excited about the
trail and would love to help with it.

I think it's an excellent idea. Love the Katy Trail and look
forward to having something a bit closer to home — Argyle -
Freeburg - Belle - Bland.

This is great opportunity to further put Missouri on the map
for trail enthusiasts. There are many cyclists around the
country who would use this trail and bring their money to
contribute to our economy.

The rail trails are the only reason I visit Missouri. I come from
Kansas. Stay in a hotel or bnb about 15 nights a year and eat at
local establishments all because of the k trail. Please continue
building it.

Proceeding with the interim trail use agreement would be a
effective way to provide public recreational space for families
and especially children to enjoy the outdoors. I know at least
in the Owensville, and Garald area the path would facilitate
travel between the town communities and their respective
schools allowing children in those communities to safely walk
or ride to school without the risk of walking the streets. Such
an addition would not only be in the interests of the
communities involved but would provide a valuable outlet for
people of all ages to enjoy the great outdoors.

My family and I live an hour and a half from the nearest
access to the Katy Trail. We make several trips a year to ride
on it. The opportunity to have another trail like the Katy Trail
is very exciting. It would be nice to see different parts of
Missouri from our bikes. We have already ridden part of the
Rock Island Trail and look forward to riding the bridge and
the tunnel areas that have not been developed yet.

Very excited to potentially have this available. I look forward
to being able to make a full loop.

Please support and encourage the Rock Island Trail. I'm
looking forward to exploring more of Missouri and its small
towns.

Our community would benefit greatly due to the Rock Island
Trail. We are very small communities that have no revenue
draw, this is an opportunity to help our small communities
survive.

I am a cyclist, hiker, a runner. Not only will the trail be good
for me and very useful. It will be good for everyone to use.
Some people will be able to use it to get from town to town.
Wether if it's for exercise, travel, family time, work, etc. It will
also be great for all the communities to draw more people to
the towns. Which will bring more revenue and potentially
more jobs. I think all around that everyone will benefit from it

becoming a trail. Thank you for taking the time to listen to me
on this issue.

RIT is the best idea ever! Just rode 40 on the Katy yesterday.
Can't wait to ride the RIT and it will be so much closer. Also
considering buyin property somewhere along the route.

DNR should proceed quickly to gain control of the Rock
Island Trail bed. The economic growth that would occur in the
20 cities along the trail would be phenomenal.

Missouri could be the number one destination for bicyclers in
the United States and the world.

The trail will be a big positive for all of the towns along the
route!

I support the trail system and anything the State can do to
develop trails, I support. I hike and ride my bike on trails and
use them when ever I can. Please support the Rock Island
Trail project.

It's a great idea for Missouri. No where else in the country
could you find this large of a rails to trail loop! And the rock
island has features that are outstanding! I love this trail idea
and know bikers ready to do the mo loop.

I think it's a great idea, drawing more tourism dollars to the
state, giving residents another recreation option, and showing
the rest of the country that Missouri has some forward
thinking people in the state despite policies of the current
administration.

Yes, please proceed. I ride Rails to Trails projects in the 4
state region (MO, KS, IA and NE) and I see these restorations
from abandonment to a new transportation use bring back
commerce and excitement, and a sense of pride, to the
communities along the route. I see farmers and retirees living
along the trails who never imagined riding a bike take it up for
an improved quality of life. These projects also help melt the
divide between rural folks and urban visitors as they meet
each other at greeting speeds rather than internet speeds. - At
the macro-economic level, there is no doubt adding to the
Missouri trail network like this will draw in many more
tourists, creating another reason to call Missouri a destination
state. With this trail, MO will probably get more of my money
than KS, IA and NE.

This trail will bring much needed commerce to all the small
towns that are near it just as it has all the towns along the Katy
Trail. It will put Mo on the map as the only state with such a
long loop trails.

Please proceed with this historic opportunity. It will afford
economic and health benefits, attracting visitors from around
the world!

I would love to see the trail go through to provide a safe place
to ride / walk through our community. It would take us
through some of the countryside that cannot be seen from the
roadway and allow us to enjoy nature and get some exercise at
the same time.



My wife and I travel to find new trails, and always visit local
businesses that support trail-users. I couldn't make it any
simpler than that. I know many people that feel the same way.
More trails = more people travelling where they wouldn't have
previously, exercising and frequenting local businesses.
Please make the RI trail a realality soon. Please continue to
upgrade both it and the Katy.

I am so glad the State of Missouri is proceeding with this trail.
It will make a fine addition to our state's tourism resources.
Take a look at the Michelson Trail in South Dakota for
funding ideas. Riders pay a small fee to use the trail which
goes to maintenance and development. Furthermore, cisterns
are strategically located as a water source when no other water
access is available.

I believe that this would be another great asset for the state.
The 47 miles for pleasant hill to Windsor is see more usage
every week and new business are opening along the route all
the time. It will also be great to be able to ride the trail while
at the lake of the ozarks,

Wonderful endeavor to go ahead with this extension from the
KATY. I hope they go ahead with it as soon as possible so
users can get on new trail along with the KATY trail. It will
bring people like me back to pedal the KATY again and spend
money in the small towns on B and Bs and food. It will
increase incomes for all the wonderful people in the small
towns with few job opportunities. It is a win win proposal for
the people who earn their money from the recreationalists who
use the trail and for cyclists. Just one way to help people in the
rust belt make an honest living. That is really needed at this
point in time.

I think making the old railroad lines into a walking trail is
GREAT Ideal, i think the citizens of Missouri should be able
to enjoy the natural beauty of the State, walking the same path
the railroads used to help build this great Country of ours !
What I real find STUPID is one politcal party holding up this
great ideal, and they wonder why a man like Trump got
elected ? ( By the way i did vote for Trump, because of the
idiots in both politcal parties can't even agree on a hiking trail,
that's why we need change ! )

I would be thrilled to see this trail come to life. I love the Katy
Trail, but it's pretty far away and requires a lengthy drive to
get to it. The Rock Island Trail would provide easier access to
many more Missourians!

So many people are absolutely thrilled about the development
of this trail! The wonderful opportunities this trail will bring to
the communities have everyone so excited. Hundreds of
people have worked tirelessly, spent hours on research,
paperwork, and meeting time to make this project a reality.
Please do whatever it takes to make this happen!!!

I am very excited about a new rail trail to be available for
cyclists across Missouri. Projects like this can make our state
even better and a real destination.

I would greatly support the continuation of this project to add
to outstanding, public recreation opportunities.

I think it would be a great resource for exercise and very nice
for our communities!!!

My thoughts on the trail is that it would be great to have for
bikers or others that wanted to go hike on the trail an get
exercise out in the nature just not in some town on a concrete
path through the park.

I am very interested it getting the trail. The proposed trail is 2
miles from My house. I look forward to having a safe place to
ride my bike. I am hoping to do a lot of cycling for my health.
Please get it going as soon as possible.

Can't wait to ride this new trail!

I think this is a perfect thing to do with the railroad. Love it.

Great idea! Please proceed!

Great idea! It complements the Katy. I live in eastern MO,
already thinking about a road trip to ride the Rock Island. This
will create/support small businesses such as restaurants,
lodging and camping. Yes, and thank you!

The Katy Trail has brought life (and business opportunities)
across central Missouri. The Rock Island can offer similar
opportunities. I have read in studies that having a trail nearby
increases the value of the land nearby. The communities along
this potential trail can get a nice boost if the trail is built.

My wife and I bike various sections of the Katy trail multiple
times a year. As we live in Rolla, we are looking forward to
having the Rock Island Trail available to us at Freeburg.
Missouri should be very proud of its parks and trail systems!

I cannot adequately express how much I want this to happen.
The Katy is a jewel--people literally come from around the
world to enjoy it. A cross-Katy trip rite-of-passage is part of
each of my kids' and my memories.

But, as good as it is, it's leaves out so many other wonderful
places. The Rock Island is a logical extension. Please do it.
Now. Or even sooner.

I think this is an awesome opportunity for the many small
towns along the Rock Island Trail! Please continue to pursue
the development of this to a hiking-biking-riding trail for those
who live near and far from the trail! What a fantastic
opportunity for these small towns to be revived and for the
tourism for the great state of Missouri!! I look forward to
using the trail myself to walk, bike, and ride my horse on both
now and in the future when it is complete!

I think it would be great I know a lot of cyclists from all over
the country would come ride it as well as lots of Missourians

I am looking forward to riding it as soon as it is finished. I ride
the Katy trail often and have ridden the entire trail. My family
rides short rides on the trail and it would be great for others to
have that same chance.



I'm excited for any additional cycling trail for our region.
Thanks for all you folks do!

The Katy Trail provides a world class trail system that Spurs
economic growth along communities on the trail and in
Missouri as a whole. Providing another trail will make a
complete loop and will spur economic growth throughout
more towns. This also provides a wonderful way to keep
citizens healthy and happy.

The more trails we have for hiking and biking, the better!
Outdoor areas should be readily available for public use to
improve health, reduce obesity, and provide inexpensive
recreation and the experience of the natural environment.
This trail is great for the communities. Do what it takes to get
it done.

Trails like the rock island project provide long term benefits
for Missouri and it's citizens. I believe it to be a cost effective
way to boost tourism and show off the beauty of our state

I think this is a great idea and I would actively use this trail.
I'm very excited about the prospect.

Tools this opportunity would be wrong for Missouri as one of
few state recognized as ' Best Trails State' by American Trails
we must add this legacy to the next generation

I strongly recommend that DNR goes forward with this
project. The addition of the completed Rock Island trail will
make Missouri a more important destination for bicycle
tourism. In addition to this 144 mile section. I'd like to see the
Rock Island corridor from Beaufort, east to the Chesterfield
valley added. That would add a connection to the Katy trail
via the Monarch Levy trail and the Danial Boone bridge.

It would be very short sighted and detrimental to Missouri's
future to pass on this opportunity.

I am originally from Central lowa, and if one needs an
example of how trails spur investment and generate tourism
dollars, drive up to our neighbors to the north.

This is a once in a lifetime opportunity for the state of
Missouri to acquire the Rock Island line, which when
combined with the Katy Trail, will attract tourists from all
over the world. This is an investment that will have a return
for generations to come. The interest in cycling in lowa can be
traced back to an across-the-state bike ride that started in
1973. That ride pumps millions of dollars into the economy
every year, and it is what spurred the interests in the trail up
there. For Missouri to pass up on this would be a huge
mistake.

It does not matter if you don't have a plan for trailheads yet. It
does not matter if Pleasant Hill only has a "temporary"
trailhead. Nobody rides those traisl to admire a trailhead. They
ride the trails to enjoy nature and to get off the busy roads.
And if I'm not mistaken, that is in alignment with MO State
Park's mission.

So excited for another bike trail in Missouri. This keeps
people safe and brings riders to the state as a bike destination.

Do it! But in all honesty can you put the pressure on the KC
end so I can be lazy an der leave KC by bike and ride to STL?
Keep up the great work native cyclists want the trail for
ourselves and all of the cyclists it will bring in.

The Rock Island corridor cuts through some truly wonderful
countryside in the heart of Missouri. This trail is a true
compliment to the Katy Trail in that each corridor has unique
geography and offers an experience that can't be matched by
the other.

Many of the communities along the Rock Island Trail could
benefit from the tourism dollars and the corresponding
economic development as entrepreneurs add new services for
the trail users. This is a windfall for the State of Missouri and I
encourage the Governor and the Department of Natural
Resources to embrace this opportunity. It won't come around
again.

Please support Interim Trail Use for this important
transportation corridor which needs to be preserved.

What a fabulous resource for our state. I hear so much positive
feedback from customers that ride their bikes or hike on the
Katy and Rock Island Trails. I am amazed at all of the people
that come from out of state to ride/hike these beautiful trails. It
truely is a gem! With a trail on this magnitude people are also
getting off the road and riding their bikes on these long gravel
trails. Great way to provide a safe place for many.

- I'd like to encourage DNR to please give every

consideration to accepting the corridor from Windsor to
Beaufort for development of the Rock Island Trial. The huge
impact the new Rock Island section of the Katy Trail has
already had here in Windsor is enormous. Kim's Cabins has
added two new cabins in May and already having to turn away
folks even on week days. Cyclists from all over the country
and the world are excited about the additional trail and talking
like there is no doubt the trail will continue East. As the
crossroads already, Windsor is seeing great benefit in lodging,
restaurant business and small business increase. I want to see
this same thing for the trail towns of the next 144 miles. The
loop of the Rock Island section connecting back to the Katy
Trail would put Missouri on the world map of trails!

Dear Governor Greitens,

Since the 1980's the majority of the Rock Island Rail Corridor
from Beaufort to Kansas City has remained an inactive rail
corridor that has become a huge eyesore for communities
across the state. As a long time resident of Owensville, I can
tell you that over the years many efforts have been made to re-
establish rail traffic on this corridor. Time and time again, this
has not happened because there simply is not enough business
along this line to make it profitable. When the clay refractory
plant closed here in the 1980's, regular rail service ended west
of Union.

They tried to use rail service, but the
unreliability of service led them to ship paper by rail to St.
Louis and then truck it here. No one in almost 40 years has
believed this rail line would ever again be a viable and so the
rails rusted and the ties rotted, and 30 year old trees grew up
through the tracks.



In 1993, a statewide group led by Darwin Hindmann and Pat
Jones entered into an agreement with Union Pacific to rail
bank the Rock Island corridor. An investment group soon
stepped in to take over and run the railroad. The Notice of
Interim Trail Use (rail banking order was cancelled by the
Surface Transportation Board as per the National Trails Act..
It took until 1999 for the original investment group and
Ameren to acquire the line from UP. The only service that was
continued was from Lackland to Union, Missouri. Coal cars
are frequently stored on the track between Union and
Beaufort. Towns along the corridor that had once thrived
when the railroad was active continued to decline. The
dilapidated tracks were a sad reminder of what once had been.

In 2015, Missouri Central Railroad, the subsidiary of Ameren
Missouri decided to abandon the corridor. Ameren has offered
to gift the corridor to the state of Missouri for interim trail use
under the National Trails Act. It is very rare that a rail corridor
of this length - 144 miles is gifted. The National Trails Act
allows for interim trail use until such time that a corridor
might need to be opened for rail service. Preserving a
transportation corridor of this size is essential for future needs
that our state may have 50 or even 100 years from now. How
much will it cost taxpayers in the future to purchase a 144
mile strip of land that could carry communication and or
transportation infrastructure not yet invented?

When I moved here over 40 years ago, most of our industries
were locally owned. Today they have been bought out by large
absentee landlord companies. We live day to day praying that
another plant doesn't close and we lose more jobs. Twenty
three communities exist along the 144 mile stretch of corridor.
All were once thriving communities when the railroad was the
major means of transportation While we all wish that we could
go back to those days. we know that time is long gone.

I am asking you to please move forward in executing the
NITU - Notice of Interim Trail Use with Ameren and the
Surface Transportation Board. This is a win win for Missouri.
With tourism the number two industry in the state, we have
much to gain. The 2012 economic impact study on the Katy
Trail showed an 18.1 million economic impact for the state.
That study was done at a time the economy was very slowly
coming off the recent recession. Today it is hard to find
accommodations on the Katy Trail because they are booked so
far in advance. And the new 47 miles of the Rock Island Trail
is already in its first few months very successful and popular.
Kansas City is poised to complete another 17 miles of trail
between Pleasant Hill and Arrowhead Stadium in 2018. There
are many entrepreneurs along the 144 miles yet to be
developed who have already purchased property or have plans
to expand businesses because the Rock Island Trail.

Trails attract visitors from all over the world. Unique features
such as long, high bridges, and tunnels found on the Rock
Island are even a greater enticement. The Rock Island is not a
duplication of the Katy Trail. It lies in the foothills of the
Ozarks and presents a very different view of our beautiful
state landscape. The location of Missouri in the center of the
country is a draw from all parts of the country. Unlike the
Katy, the Rock Island traverses the center of 23+
communities.

Sometimes it feels like folks from urban areas think of rural
residents as simple people. We may live a simple life, but we
are well educated, hard working, and have a strong desire to
see our communities thrive. We are not naive enough to

believe in a "Field of Dreams" -if you build it they will come.
We know it will require hard work, commitment and a
partnership with the State of Missouri to build and maintain
this trail. We are willing and eager to take on the challenge.
Missouri Rock Island Trail, Inc., a 501(c)3, was established
in 2013 to support the building of the Rock Island trail. The
efforts of this organization and their willingness to work with
State Parks to find funding sources and unique partnerships
will perhaps alleviate some of the concerns the state may have.
Please Governor Greitens, help our communities realize new
economic potential. Say yes to Ameren's very generous
donation and allow State Parks to work with our communities
to make this project a victory for all. I know you will make a
decision that brings economic opportunity to small rural
Missouri towns. Thank you!
This could be great for Missouri. Times have been changing.
Even in the past 5 years, it appears as if being healthy and
active is the cool thing to do. By making this project happen,
we could potentially bring active tourists to Missouri and
promote a healthier state for our residents. There could be
state challenges, the military could get involved and do yearly
ruck marches, and so much more. We yearn for a challenge.
It's in our blood as Americans! The trail could simply be
called the Missouri Gateway Trail!
I totally support DNR's consideration to enter into this trail use
agreement with the railroad for developing the trail project.
This type of recreational facility is such a benefit for so many
types of activities that so many people will have access to,
including walking, running, cycling, horseback riding,
camping, etc. Also, this particular opportunity is so unique and
rare (to develop a continuous recreational corridor that spans
the entire state), that it would be wise to take advantage of it.
Some of the benefits to the state, nearby communities, and
users are measurable, such as economic growth and tourist
draw, while others are less tangible (but equally or even more
beneficial) such as physical health benefits, mental peace that
comes from nature, and even spiritual benefits (providing
access for people to observe nature and creation). In summary,
I feel this agreement is an excellent use of DNR's leadership,
and resources. Thank you for your consideration.
I think that is an amazing idea!! What a wonderful way to
bring people to our beautiful communities. And to encourage
people to get out and get moving!
[ am a frequent user of the Katy Trail State Park, which I have
bicycled & walked with my family on many occasions. I have
colleagues from Georgia who traveled to Missouri to bike the
trail from St. Louis to the west end, and back again. This park
has been a huge boon for our state.
I am excited about the prospect of creating the new Rock
Island Trail State Park, which would complement the Katy
Trail and provide an even longer one-way trip. I encourage the
state parks to consummate an Interim trail use agreement to
move this project along!
I enjoy bicycling in the Ozarks where I reside, but also enjoy
opportunities to see other areas of the beautiful landscape of
my home state. Creating recreational trails, such as the Rock
Island Trail, across our state is an excellent way to be stewards



of these resources as well as providing opportunities for
individuals and families to exercise and create lasting
memories of the Show-Me-State. I urge Governor Greitens
and all those who have a part in this decision for the trail to
consider the many benefits it can bring to our state and our
citizens. Thank you!

The participation of DNR in the Rock Island Trail project
would be of great benefit to the project and to the state of
Missouri. The economic and recreational benefits of such
projects have already been demonstrated by the success of the
Katy Trail, and state government participation will enhance
the great work already done by the private sector.

Recommend doing it and I will drive 2 hours to use it.

As a frequent KATY Trail user, I look forward to having
MORIT closer and more accessible. I do a lot of work in
Gasconade and Maries Counties. The economic development
that will build around the trail is badly needed in these
counties with slim opportunities. I have talked with several
people who cannot wait for the trail to open so they can
provide hospitality services in Belle, Bland and Owensville.
This trail project will be a boon to tourism .

I have taken two vacations in Missouri to ride the Katy trail
and am looking forward the loop that the two trails will
provide.

In addition I believe that by adding this type of attraction will
make the great state of Missouri attractive to business
considering moving to the state

I'm a frequent user of the Katy and Rock Island trails. I totally
support the trails and the development of the Rock Island
Trail.

I am very excited about the Rock Island Trail Project. I am a
resident of Columbia, and have been using the KATY trail
since it was first developed. But I grew up in the area in the
middle of the Rock Island line, near Belle. I think this section
of the state will bolster the tourism economy for the small
towns located along the trail in a way that surpasses
expectation, and open up views of our scenic agricultural
country side to visitors in a new way. I look forward to biking
from Freeburg to Belle to Bland to Owensville to Gerald, and
I'm personally willing to support this project in any way that
would be helpful.

I believe that the Rock Island Trail Project will be a great asset
to Missouri just like the Katy Trail has been. The addition of
the Rock Island Trail to Missouri's Rails-to-Trails system will
potentially double the amount of time that cycling tourists will
spend in Missouri. Instead of spending a week riding from
Clinton (or Pleasant Hill/KC) once the Rock Island Trail is
complete they can spend 2 weeks making a complete round
trip from KC to St. Louis without having to backtrack on the
same trail. Not only will this extend people's stay in Missouri
but this is appealing to cyclists and draw more people to visit
our state.

I consider myself to be a fiscal conservative and there a lot of
things that I feel the government spends way too much money
on. However, I feel that the development of the Rock Island

Trail is an investment in the future of Missouri and should be
completed. I do agree that it should be completed responsibly.
After all, it is simply a gravel trail on a relatively prepared
ground. Yes, there are bridges (a couple long ones), tunnels,
road crossings, etc. that need to be designed and constructed.
These can be done using cost effective, fixed-price
design/build companies rather than lining the pockets of
multiple firms to do the same thing. Modest trail head
facilities are all that is needed. If the communities where the
trail head is located want something more than toilets and
water spigots they can construct that themselves.

The Rock Island Trail project currently has momentum with
the opening of the 47 mile Pleasant Hill to Windsor section
last year and the KC to Pleasant Hill section opening in 2018
and Amren clearing the 144 mile stretch. It would be a shame
to loose this momentum on what is sure to be a great treasure
to the state of Missouri.

I support the Rock Island Trail project because of the many
good items that will result from it.

One just has to look at all the virtues of the Katy Trail and can
see how this would benefit those of us on the south side of the
river.

I wholeheartedly support this Trail.

Development of Rock Island Corridor into a trail is a great
economic and recreational asset for Missouri!!

This is a tremendous project with benefits in health,
recreation, and local and state economies. It it worthy of full
support.

The addition of the Rock Island Trail, in addition to our
fantastic Katy Trail, would draw even more trail riders to our
state and increase the tourism dollars for our people in towns
along these trails. I am excited about the potential of this
project for our great state and I am willing to help if possible.
PLEASE BUILD THE TRAIL!

Twice a year a group of friends and me do a bike trip and
would love to make the new Rock Island trail a tradition. Plus
multiple times/year we ride out and stay in a Bed and
Breakfast along the Katy Trail. We would love to have the
ability to do this on the Rock Island trail.

Haiii to discuss further-

I think the rock island trail will be another recreational income
for the state of Missouri. The Katy Trail has proven to be
internationally successful. The Rock Island Trail is even more
magnificent. Free fresh air And exercise benefit all human
beings.

We are very strong supporters of the RIT Project. This will
help with the small town economies and allow us to have local
weekend trips close to home. Our money will stay in
Missouri!

YES YES YES! The Rock Island Trail is critical to our future
as a small rural community. Eldon started as a railroad town in
the early 1900's. The railroad effectively turned its back on us



in the late 1980's and we have felt that tremendous loss every
since. The Rock Island Trail offers economic development
opportunities we simply cannot create for our community in
any other way. Eldon is ideally situated midway through the
state and only 10 miles from the Lake of the Ozarks. The Lake
region is actively seeking out ways to increase outdoor
opportunities to extend length of stay and recreational
opportunities available to tourists. Lake supporters have been
very vocal and present at any community event we have held
in support of Rock Island Trail development. We have been
working for five years to achieve the end goal of a trail and we
definitely see this as the future of Eldon. The Rock Island
Depot in Eldon is one of only two remaining depots along the
right of way. An alumni of Eldon High School has pledged a
matching donation of $150,000 to redo the depot to create a
Welcome Center housing the Eldon Chamber of Commerce
and a Railroad History Museum. We see tremendous historical
as well as health and wellness benefits to our community and
its citizens in addition to the economic development potential
of the Rock Island Trail. We are passionate and willing to
provide any information that is helpful in making this very
important decision. Please call!

I think this is a really good idea to make use of what was
there. This could provide many people with something to do
and a way to do it. Definitely something I know that many of
my friends and family would use.

This project can do for these communities what the KATY
Trail has done for those communities along its route. In
addition to the economic impact you have an increase in
recreational opportunities for these undeserved communities.
Let's put these towns back on the map and create opportunities
for growth.

Like the KT Trail, the Rock Island is a great source of
recreations. It's serves people of all levels of ability and all
ages. My wife and I, along with our two dogs, has walked the
entire KT and are currently working on the western portion of
the RI.

Missouri is in a unique position to host an internationally
valuable year round tourist attraction. I can only hope that
Missouri leaders have the vision to create a trail loop, across
the state and back again, through landscapes characteristic of
north and south Missouri. The Rock Island and the Katy are
the key components to the future world famous "Great Trail
Loop of Missouri".

Missouri needs to do better as a tourist destination.
Completing the Rock Island Trail corridor and connecting it to
the KATY Trail would be a major attraction to bicycle tourists
who tend to be older and wealthier than others. It would be a
real attraction for day and multi day trips.

I feel very strongly for the development of this trail. Myself
and family have traveled extensively and ridden many
converted rail trails, the people that are attracted to these are
family oriented interested in a safe riding place for themselves
and families not once during our travels have we experienced
any negative vibes or disgruntled people. I'm a life long
resident to Gerald MO. and was raised less than a block from

this right of way. In Gerald like so many other Railroad
Towns along this track economic hardships have fallen on our
communities. With the passage of this development I'm very
hopeful that it will bring renewed interest in our communities
along with creating a positive economic impact. I highly urge
you to take into consideration the passage of this agreement
and lets not forget the healthy lifestyle options allowing our
citizens the one that supported you during the past election to
have a safe haven to enjoy, ride and exercise.

We love walking the Rock Island Trail and so do several of
our friends and family. We would love to see the trail
expanded so we can adventure in other parts of the state. We
believe this is a great investment into our state and helps bring
others to the great State of Missouri.

My husband and I are regular riders on the Katy Trail. We
have talked with many riders from other states that come to
Missouri just to ride the Katy. Several have asked us about the
new Rock Island and are planning a return visit to ride the new
trail. The Katy has been a great attraction for the state and
we're certain the Rock Island will be to. Please continue
progress on our new trail.

The Rock Island Trail Project could be a huge economic
impact for the entire state of Missouri. Unlike the KATY trail,
The rock island goes through the actual towns, even
downtowns, of some of the rural communities most in need of
a shot in the arm of their economy. Look at Hartsburg. Look at
Rocheport. Think back to what they were like before the
KATY. And then think about all 17 communities along the
Rock Island. We owe it to our rural communities to help build
up theor economy.

Our small towns and the people in our small towns will greatly
benefit from the Rock Island Trail. These towns are dwindling
due to lack of businesses and working people moving out of
the community. It seems that working people are moving to
larger areas where opportunities are greater, non working
people are migrating to small towns. We need a reason to
boost the economy in these small towns to give hard working
people a reason to stay. Our house is 1/2 mile from the MoRIT
in Canaan and we have a farm 1/2 mile from the MoRIT in
Gerald.

The acquisition and completion of the Rock Island Trail Is a
must for Missourians now and into the future. Rails to trails
brings jobs, tourism, and accessible recreation to a wide swath
of citizens. Do not delay this with endless debate. Divert tax
dollars to this project NOW.

Let's get the trail. I will be an asset to the state.

This addition to recreational options in Missouri would place
our state among the most sought destinations for cycling in the
world. Personally, I would thoroughly enjoy riding the KATY
from Kansas city to the St. Louis metro area and return via the
Rock Island Trail. Hopefully we, the bicycling community and
MoDNR, can work together to make this into a reality. . . .



Please do this!! I am a bicyclist and it would be very helpful
for people who commute via bike.

Thank you sincerely,

Get this done, Gov! I've enjoyed riding along the KATY Trail
and feel this would be an amazing addition in the great state of
MO. The more active a people, the healthier and happier we
all are.

I think the trail will bring revenue to a lot of the small towns
that are willing to participate. Added businesses like bike
shops for gear, supplys and repairs will be useful and
hopefully profitable. Bikers will most likely stop at store
fronts located close to the trails to purchase meals and
refreshments. Towns with hotels will have an opportunity to
"host" or be the launch spot for many cyclists that will be use
the trail.

On a personal note, the trail runs about 2 miles from my
residence. I plan on using the trail as exercise and recreation
once it's completed in my area. Having biked on the Katy Trail
many of times in the past, I'm looking forward to the Rock
Island Trail. Having a trail closer to home, I will be more
likley to frequent them more often.

This section of the trail is going to open up new tourism for
Missouri. People come from all over to ride on this trail and
this will increase as the trail gets longer. I've ridden the entire
Katy Trail numerous times and would like to ride the new
addition.

More and more people ride on Missouri Rail Trails every year.
Let's keep this going.

I ride the KATY trail and the addition of the Rock Island trail
will not only benefit Missouri residents but increase tourism
from additional users of the trail. The smaller communities
that border the trail will be visited by people who would never
see the areas if it were not for the trail. Riding or hiking of the
trails is a fantastic way to see the beauty of the Missouri
farmlands and countryside.

I strongly support the Rock Island Trail and hope you will
support the Rock Island Trail and accept the Rock Island
corridor from Ameren later this year. The economic impact on
the surrounding communities will be immediate and long
lasting.

Rail banking is the best way to preserve our established
railways. Someday we may need to have a railroad again. If
we give the land back to the landowners, we close the door on
ever having a railroad there again. I think it would be next to
impossible to establish such a railroad in the future. And with
a trail in place, the installation of a new railroad would be
much easier.

In the interim, a trail would be a great benefit to our local
businesses, property value, quality of life, tourism, etc.

I voted for Eric Greitens and I want to keep the Rock Island.
We support the development of the Rock Island Trail. We
enjoy riding the Katy Trail, but because it is about an hours
drive away, we don't use it as much as we would like. The
Rock Island Trail would be much closer and we would use it
more often.

I think that this is a fantastic idea, and a way to turn an eyesore
into an economic boost for the entire state. The tourism dollars
that this will generate for our Missouri economy are immense;
and the towns that it will help along the way will lead to a
more prosperous Missouri for generations to come. When this
trail is completed and connected with the Katy Trail, this will
make the longest bike trail in the country; and perhaps the
world. Cyclists from all over the world will be streaming to
Missouri to ride the trail, and spend money in our small town
bed and breakfasts, restaurants, and shoppes. Missouri will
become a tourist Mecca, and the dollars that flow will
transform our state, even attracting industry. Jobs will be
added at an amazing rate, due to new industries and
opportunities presented to our state by the trail. The
possibilities are limitless. If the leaders of the State of
Missouri have any vision at all or desire to bring an economic
boon to the people of Missouri, they will do everything they
can to expedite this trail and turn Missouri into the tourist
destination it can be.

The Rock Island Trail would be a great addition to the
Missouri State Park system and would open up another area of
the state for discovery by cyclists, hikers, and cross country
skiers. The KATY Trail serves as a successful model of re-
deployment of an obsolete asset, in a way that enhances
outdoor life and the economic growth of the small towns along
the former rail line. Trails also provide areas that are separate
from highway traffic and are safe for use by families with
children. A trail provides a continuous strip of land that can be
used by all, rather than the granting of small separate
easements to individual land owners which are of limited
value as separate parcels. The KATY Trail is already drawing
cyclists to the state in significant numbers. The addition of the
Rock Island would provide a loop around the state, increasing
attractiveness and providing unique cycling adventures.

Great addition to our community.

Dear Governer, I encourage you to support this very rare
opportunity. From giving children a safe opportunity to
walk/bike to school to providing everyone a safe corridor for
excercise to growth through tourism, I see no negatives.

I would love to invite you to grab your mountain bike and join
me at anytime for a ride,(as long as you like), on any stretch of
this potential trail. Thanks in advance for your support!

My friend and I are so excited about the RIT. We've done the
47 and hoping to get to do the rest when it's done. We've done
the whole katy trail. We Deffinitly want to support The Rock
Island Trail.

I think this is an excellent project and would love to see DNR
take it on. My family and I vacation around the country and a
strong trail system is certainly one of the factors that go into
choosing a destination. I'd love to see Missouri become a
standout in this area similar to Arkansas.

We fully support the rock island trail project. We enjoy biking
the trails. As senior adults trails are a safe, off road exercise.
We are excited to see the economic impact for Eldon as our
community reconnects with its railroad heritage?



This is a great opportunity to expand our historic asset base as
well as our recreational opportunities to Missourians as well as
visitors.

We would love for this to all come together and for the entire
trail to be completed. We live in Colorado but look forward to
doing a long bike trip to include the Rock Island Trail and the
Katy Trail.

I am a frequent user of the KATY Trail and am excited about
the creation of the Rock Island Trail. Over the Memorial Day
weekend we traveled (from St Louis) to Windsor, MO to ride
the first section of the Rock Island Trail. We spent two nights
in Windsor at Kim's Cabin and dined at a few of the local
cafes. Over the past 20 years I have ridden the entire length of
the KATY and sections of it several times always utilizing
locals services along the trail. Cycling is my main form of
recreation and I travel to several adjacent states to ride.
Having an additional trail in MO would be of great value to all
of us who believe in being physically active (I am 65 y.o.). |
strongly encourage you to continue funding this project.
Thank you for your time and efforts.

This is very exciting. This will be a major item for bike
tourism and for local residents in the vicinity of the trails. I
live near the Katy trail and frequently bike on the trail. Having
a potential loop trail in the State is an asset that virtually no
other State can compare. I have also noticed aver the last gen
years that use of the trail seems to grow every year.

I think that the Rock Island Trail would be a tremendous asset
to the state of Missouri. I've witnessed the popularity of the
Katy Trail and have met many visitors from out of state that
boost the local economies of the cities along the trail, and
know they're left with a positive impression of Missouri from
their experience. Because of its location the Rock Island
would offer spectacular scenery to trail users. This is an
opportunity that can't be ignored, please make this happen for
current and future citizens of Missouri!

We can't wait for the Rock Island Trail to be further
developed. We are planning a trip to go and ride our bicycles
on the first 47 miles in the Fall of 2017. We will be back out
to ride the section Kansas City is working on as soon as that
happens also. We have friends we have met thru bicycling that
have ridden across the US that used the KATY to cross
Missouri that want to come back to ride the Rock Island Trail
as soon as Missouri gets more of the Trail developed.

I'm sure the Rock Island RR had a huge impact on the cities
along the railway route back at the beginning of the century.
No doubt the Rock Island Trail will have a greater impact on
these cities especially the City of Belle. It will certainly
revitalize cities trying to keep above water in these
economically challenging times.

The Missouri Rock Island Trail will be personal for me if it is
completed. I grew up feet from the soon-to-be trail in
Etterville, MO, went to High School in the soon-to-be
impacted community of Eldon, live less than a mile from the
soon-to-be corridor on which I will regularly bike, and my

father was a Conductor for the soon-to-be immortalized Rock
Island Railroad. For the state of Missouri to be able to
contribute, in any capacity, to a lasting legacy for an area that
has long been a part of my life would be a fantastic honor.

As aresident of the community of Stover, I support the trail
efforts and hope to see it come to fruition. I'm a member of the
Stover Lion Club, the Chamber of Commerce, and a small
business owner. For all these roles I foresee a direct positive
economic benefit. In terms of return on investment, this seems
to be a unique opportunity help revitalize the small towns in
mid-Missouri, and in conjunction with the Katy Trail, create a
renowned tourist attraction for the entire state. It is difficult to
think of another project that would benefit as many groups and
people within the state, where invested dollar could have a
multiplicative effect for both business and charitable
organizations with the increased exposure. My wife and I
enjoy walking for exercise nearly every day, but our small
town can't afford to put in or maintain sidewalks, leaving the
streets as the only option. Having a trail would be more than a
breathe of fresh air, it would mean a safer, automobile-free
alternative for us and our future family. We've lived in Kansas
City and St. Louis and witnessed firsthand the trend of healthy
living: exercise, farmers markets, urban trails. Imagine the
impact it could have as people seek out new ways to
experience all these things firsthand- from the trail as they
work their way through the communities, farmland, hills, and
timbers of central Missouri!

It should be a operating railroad.

This sounds like an outstanding opportunity!

The towns through which the trail runs really need the
economic boost. It would also provide us locals with the
opportunity for outdoor activities. We badly need this trail! It
would be a terrible waste of this asset not to use it.

Yes! Please enter the agreement and make this trail happen.

I am especially hopeful that the greenwood to pleasant hill
portion will also be completed asap.

These types of trails make MO a great place to live!

The proposed Rock Island Trail Project benefits outdoor
enthusiasts, especially bicyclists, promotes Missouri tourism,
and would bring economic opportunity to small communities
along the trail. I have met international and cross-country
cyclists on the Katy Trail and I feel sure the Rock Island Trail
will attract even more attention and money to Missouri as a
cycling destination. Cycling Katy then Rock Island is first on
my list of things to do when I move back to Missouri for
retirement in 2021. Let's do it, Missouri! We have the best
state parks and this makes a good thing even better.

The state should proceed with such an agreement, but hold
rights until a benefactor and/or matching funds can be found,
similar to the development of the Katy trail. The taxpayers
should not have to bear the entire burden of trail development.
What AmerenUE's contribution? Was the land deeded to the
state in a settlement of the Tom Sauk incident?



I love the trail! I think it has economic and community
development benefits as well as health benefits from
encouraging locals to participate in outdoor activities.

I strongly support building the Rock Island Trail. We have
ridden the Katy Trail many time, always staying in Bed and
Breakfast hotels and eating in the local restaurants along the
way. I think that Missouri is very lucky to have the Katy Trail
and adding the Rock Island Trail will definitely make
Missouri unique.

To Our Department of Natural Resources,

I sincerely support the DNR's acquisition and development of
the Rock Island corridor as the complete Rock Island Trail. By
preserving this continuous right of way across our state, we
secure this infrastructure's opportunities and potentials into the
future, when additional uses may be viable to the state's
success. In the meantime, we can convert this asset into
something both the general public and private businesses can
profit from. While the corridor can't currently support rail
service, it can continue to serve Missourians by becoming an
attractive agri-tourist destination, offering communities
greater economic opportunity for their small businesses,
entrepreneurs and innovators. Missouri's state park system is
ranked among the best in the nation, and the Katy Trail is
among its most popular and successful undertakings. Building
on the Katy's proof of concept, the Rock Island Trail will join
and grow this successful model, while preserving an asset
valuable to our state and vital to our communities. This new
trail network would complete the largest rail-trail system in
the world, increasingly positioning Missouri as a unique and
attractive global destination for businesses and talent.
Missourian's overwhelming support in renewing the parks and
soils sales tax shows our broad support and strong
commitment to our parks system, and a definitive investment
in its mission. I sincerely hope the DNR will continue its
mission to preserve and interpret the state's natural landscapes
and cultural landmarks by recognizing the significances of the
Rock Island Trail and its numerous features, in service to our
state's proud history and bright future.

Thank you for your outreach,

This will be an amazing opportunity for our state! Not only
will it out MO on the map as a world-class destination for
cycle tourism it will also bring jobs and healthy recreation
opportunities to the many towns the Rock Island corridor
passes through! Please take advantage of this amazing
opportunity which will benefit the state for many years to
come!

The Barnett area community supports the State doing
everything in its power to help the Rock Island Trail Project
succeed. This could bring so many opportunities to our small
town, which makes it an exciting time for us. The rural
communities hardly ever receive something of this level of
stature.

Governor,

I'm a long time St.Louis resident and an avid cyclist I would
ask you to whole heatedly support the construction of the
Rock Island Trail. I also realize there is only so much money

to go around any one year. But I ask that you look at this
project as an investment in the State, Counties, and local
Communities that will benefit economically from this trail.
When you consider the Katy Trail's economic impact was
determined to be $18.6 MILLION back in 2013 and has
continued to grow since then, and it cost $6 Million to build, it
would seem to be a no brainer to invest in the Rock Island
Trail. Many other economic studies has been done in other
states as well as on the National and International level
proving with out a shadow of a doubt that trails and outdoor
recreation that grows out from them create a huge impact on
the economies and the health and well being of its citizens. I
personally have ridden the Katy Trail from end to end in Oct
2012 and ride it regularly from the Page Extension. I know
with out a doubt completing the Rock Island Trail loop with
the Katy Trail would be a boom for tourism in Missouri.
Why? Because no other state will have anything like it.
Michigan's Iron Belle Trail will be close but its not a loop.
Missouri will be unique. I humbly ask that you please make
this trail project a high priority.

Thank you

See links to economic studies below.
https://www.adventurecycling.org/bicycle-tourism/building-
bike-tourism/economic-impact/
http://mobikefed.org/2013/03/katy-trail-186-million-annual-
economic-impact-according-new-missouri-state-parks-study

I 'am a 70 year old Boeing Company retiree who has been
involved with this project since the beginning. I hope you will
see the benefit, not only financially, but also recreationally
that this trail will be to this region. I currently have to drive to
the Hermann or Washington area to access the Katy Trail and
will continue to do so, but having a trail closer to home would
be so convenient for alternant trips. Because of my age, I hope
you decide to support this project soon as I want to ride with
my children, grandchildren, and great-grandchildren on this
wonderful new trail. Long after | am gone, this trail will be a
source of enjoyment and pride for everyone, thanks to
Missourians like you.

The ex Rock Island line should be rail banked to preserve the
history of the line and possible re activation if need be due to
business along the right of way desiring rail service. Losing
this line forever would be irresponsible on the DNR's part.

I am in total support of this. Although I would prefer trains
running, the trail rail banking is the only way to ensure that the
continuous right of way stay in tact. The settling of America
and acquiring right of way was easy and today is impossible.
We owe our founding fathers the respect for the hard work
they put into creating a rail corridor. It is our obligation to
preserve this for our unknown uses for future generations.

I believe that this is an important project that will enhance
Missouri's trail system. This will provide increased tourism
dollars and enhance economic opportunities for the small
towns along the trail just as the KATY trail has done.

Two years ago I biked the entire Santa Fe Trail from Santa Fe
NM to New Franklin MO. On the last day of the ride from
Arrow Rock to New Franklin we had an option to ride a
portion of the KATY Trail and I chose that option bringing



along some riders form Utah and Arkansas. They were
amazed by the KATY and raved about how lucky we were to
have such a great resource and vowed to return and ride the
entire trail, It made me very proud of what my state has done.
I hope that Governor Greitens will approve the development
of the MORIT.

Please enter into the Interim Trail Use Agreement with the
Missouri Central Railroad. It's a good deal for everyone.

I'm visually impaired but ride a tandem bike with my wife. We
live in Lake Ozark and occasionally drive to Jeff City to
access the KATY trail but are looking forward to being able to
access the Rock Island Trail much closer in Eldon.

Anything that might speed this action would be greatly
appreciated.

I think development of Rock Island Trail Project is a good
thing and will bring more income to Missouri via B&B's,
Restaurants, small bike shops, etc. Look what it has done for
small towns like Rocheport and others along the MKT trail.
Plus it gives us (the people of Missouri) another avenue to
explore our state and to get out and exercise and get health.
All Wins in my book!

The time is now!

Your Honor

I strongly support the Rock Island Trail and hope you will
support the Rock Island Trail. Additionally, I hope you
support entering into an interim Trail Use Agreement with the
Missouri Central Railroad.

The Rock Island Trail will be a great benefit to a lot of rural
Missouri towns unlike the Katy trail the Rock Island will pass
through 23 small towns and promote small businesses either as
a new business

or to expand an existing business. That will bring in sales tax
to the state and local economy. The trail will be used by local
people as well as from out state, out of state and from other
countries.

Hoping you will enter into the Interim agreement and get the
trail project going and completed.

It needs to be done! This will be a wonderful trail and I can't
wait to ride on it.

I am completely in favor of this agreement. Our state has
benefiting enormously from tourism and other positive
benefits since the MKT trail has been established. More trails
to travel will draw more Missourians out, benefiting
communities along the trail as well as people from out of state
and country. I am on the MKT at least once a month, and I
meet people from all over the world who have made that trail
their destination and vacation. Bring on the trails!

I love the Katy Trail. It's one of the best features of mid-
Missouri. I've met tourist from other states and Europe on the
trail who came specifically to bike across our state. I've seen
businesses in the middle of nowhere that exist solely because
of customers on the trail.

I fully support the Rock Island Trail because it can duplicate
these benefits. It will bring new business to the nearby small

towns. It will provide an opportunity to exercise and improve
Missourians' health. Once built, it has to be one of the
cheapest state attractions to maintain.

This should be a no-brainer. Although current infrastructure
demands do not suggest future need of the right of way for
railroad purposes, rail-banking the right of way preserves that
potential. More importantly, the existing KATY Trail State
Park has provided both recreational benefits and positive
tourism dollars for the nearby communities and to the State.
The Missouri Central right of way, especially in the east
central portion of the State, with its tunnels and bridges should
be anticipated to similarly bring dramatic tourism revenue and
job creation to that portion of the State.

Currently, the KATY trail is a great place for individuals,
friends, families, groups and organizations to experience
peaceful recreation, comradery and fitness. I have been on the
KATY and met people from all over the country that have
come to Missouri exclusively to ride the trail. I believe the
RIT would be a great addition to our trail systems.

I know my community is behind this project and am glad to
see that some of the next steps are being considered that will
help us move forward with this project which can make our
communities healthier in many different ways.

Let's do it! As a daily bicycle commuter who uses the Katy
and MKT rails-to-trails routes to get to work, these projects
provide many benefits including more reliance on
transportation modes that do not pollute, that provide exercise,
and that allow for appreciation of our natural resources.

The MORIT is an all embracing project I feel will draw
business to local communities which intime will provide jobs
for those who use the Trail for vacations and commuting
opportunities. The overall affect will open missouri as the
leader in a Trail network

I think it is important to maintain these former railroad right-
of-way lines, not just for the preservation and nostalgia that
they bring, but for development of small businesses which
they can spur along the route. This Rock Island trail will work
as well in conjunction with the Katy Trail, which has proven
to be a success and a draw for tourists from all over the
country.

I have about 10 long time friends who reside from St. Charles
MO to Lawrence KS. We are avid bike riders and we regularly
meet to ride some segment of the Katy Trail. When we do, we
stay in motels and visit restaurants along the trail or in nearby
towns. We see other bike riders from both Missouri and from
all over the US enjoying the trail It is obvious that the Katy
has been an economic boasts to some of these small towns.
When we repeat some segment we usually notice a new
business that wasn't there the last time we visited. I have to
think that the Rock Island Trail would also give some of the
towns around it some of the same economic help. And
personally, it would give me and my friends some new
countryside to explore.



I live in Blue Springs, MO, and my parents live in Pleasant
Hill, MO. I just want to say how incredible it has been to have
the MORIT as a part of our community. It is great to have a
safe place to walk, run, and ride a bike near us. Especially in
Pleasant Hill, there are limited options for safe biking and
exercise. My father and mother (upper 50s in age) have both
picked up bike riding since the trail opened near them in
Pleasant Hill. My dad is a farmer and spends part of his lunch
break taking a ride on the trail. They never would have started
biking if the trail wasn't there. It has helped them become
more active and created a beautiful place for them to enjoy the
Missouri countryside.

I think the trail is a huge asset to Missouri for the health of our
citizens and economic opportunities that will be created by
tourism and travel to one of the longest rails-to-trail projects in
our country.

I think it will be an awesome addition to the trail system.
Concerned we are going to miss our railroads someday, soon!
This would be a wonderful trail! It is just what Missouri
needs. I fully support this project and am reaching out to
others to do the same

A group of us recently stayed in Windsor, MO and rode the
open portion of the Rock Island trail. We spent time and
money in Windsor on both cabin rental and dinner in town.
The potential for a continuous trail that links to the KATY
trail in two locations will be very attractive for cyclists from
Missouri and other states and countries. This is a great
resource that we should not pass up. I am in favor of the
Interim Trail use agreement.

I am very excited about the possibilities and opportunities this
project will provide for those of us in this area. I strongly
support the continued work and development needed to
complete this project.

Would love to see the old rail service restored.

I have been riding a bike in Missouri for 59 years. After
retiring 13 years ago, | have been riding 3 times a week or
more. What I have noticed is that the number of Missouri
residents riding bicycles continues to increase every year.
More families and young persons are riding these days than
before. I live only3 miles from the Katy Trail. My wife and I
frequently ride it. We support the 144 mile recreational trail
from Windsor, MO to Beauford, MO and look forward to
riding on it. Due to the popularity of cycling, more trails are
really needed.

Jackson County needs to retain the Railroad as intact as
possible for a future Light Rail right of way. This was a big
point brought out in 2013 as then County Exec. Mike Sanders
brought forth in agreement with Union Pacific. Pleasant Hill
to Sheffield Jct. should be held for this usage. The rest of the
line from P. Hill to Beaufort should be railbanked.

I see this project as a wonderful
addition to the communities along this 144.3 mile stretch of
property. I am amazed at the economic development that has
already begun in Windsor. I would love to have this addition

in my own little community. Missouri has many beautiful
areas and this would provide another part of our state for
visitors to enjoy. Instead of having unsightly property left by
the railroad they could have a lovely trail for everyone to
enjoy. I look forward to hearing more about this project and
hope you will consider entering into the agreement. Best
wishes.

I strongly support development of this trail project. I routinely
use the trail for recreation and always meet people riding the
trail from other states and countries. I have been very
surprised the the trails have become such a "destination" for a
vacation. I also ride the paved roads but it seems to become
increasingly dangerous so the trails are a great alternative.
Cycling is a way to remain physically active into your senior
years. [ am 69 and hope to be able to ride into my 80's.

I strongly support development of the Rock Island Trail. I
believe it will have a huge economic impact for the region.

I think that the former Rock Island line across Missouri should
be rail-banked and saved for the future, should it's use ever
again be needed. Railroad rights-of-way all over the country
have been torn up and lost forever, and this should not happen
to the Rock. We need to think of the future. It the interim it
should serve as a trail. This does not mean that the existing
part of the route that is still serving as a railroad should be
disassembled and turned into a trail, although building a trail
along side of it would be a good option, so the trail would
reach all the way across the state from KC to StL.

We don't need to lose this valuable asset. We need to think
(plan!) for the future.

Thank you.

If you need an example of the positive impact for all of
Missouri's image look no further than the KATY
TRAIL....world class reputation for excellence....world class
delivery by Mo Parks/DNR....Meaningful revenue for dozens
of small businesses along the KATY.....

All that can happen again when MO PARKS takes over
management of the proposed new ROCK ISLAND
TRAIL....Missouri will once again be in the spotlight of media
attention....the best kind of attention....and again, just like
KATY, SMALL BUSINESSES CAN FLOURISH along the
Trail.

DNR doing what it does best for what continues to make
Missouri Best.

I fully support development of the Rock Island Trail! The trail
will nicely complement the Katy Trail, and provide further
healthy recreational opportunity for our citizens. In addition,
many people will come to Missouri to utilize and enjoy this
lengthy trail system thereby providing positive impact to our
local economies.

Great idea for the economy of the small towns that the trail
runs through.... especially owensville, mo. Small town
America could use a boost these days!!

This route goes through some of the most beautiful parts of
Missouri !



I would of like for this corridor to be preserved for rail use.
However, the demand for its services as a rail line did not
materialize.

I think the DNR should do all in it's power to preserve this
wonderful asset for all the citizens of Missouri and it's visitors.
I think it would be a great tourist attraction for Missouri.

I am thinking about opening a shop in Eldon, with 5
employees, and the pay of $30000 a year. From an economic
stand point, the Rock Island Trail would help my shop by
bringing Costomers and business.

This right-of-way, in addition to providing a St Louis to
Kansas City link, provides the most practical route to the Lake
of the Ozarks from both cities. It must be preserved for future
use.

This trail will bring renewed opportunities for tourism and
recreation to many communities previously devestetts by loss
of manufacturing jobs in the 2000's.

As a former resident of Eldon and a state-wide bicycling
enthusiast I would love to ride this trail.

DNR should absolutely enter into this agreement. The
Missouri trail system, including the KATY and now the Rock
Island are crown jewels of the state recreational system,
attracting users from all over the state and the country.
Developing this trail further comes at minimal expense,
furthers the wellness of Missourians, and potentially pumps
millions of dollars into local economies along the trail.

A cost-benefit analysis has to show this to be a no brainer.
This would be absolutely wonderful for the communities if
DNR WOULD become the trail manager. If this trail exist it
could potentially have a greater impact than even the Katy
Trail because of its topographical attractions (bridges, tunnels,
curves), its placement going RIGHT THROUGH dozens of
small towns, and one of my personal favorites....it will allow
MANY children to ride to school safely! Just in a 35 mile
section of the trail there are 4 schools, one as large as 1,600
students, that could use the trail. Currently the 1,600 student
school, prohibits school students to ride or walk to school
because of unsafe road conditions. Every student MUST be
motorized in. However, the trail borders the whole school
campus AND goes under the highways that impede any sort of
traffic. It would be a dream to see students freely bicycle or
hike home!!! This is repeated down the track! Please consider
the economic value to these once railroad towns and the
benefits to our children!

It would be fantastic to have the Rock Island trail project to
move forward.

The Rock Island Trail will be a tremendous asset for the many
communities it passes through and the entire state. As an
outdoor enthusiast I have no doubt that the trail will introduce
countless citizens of all ages to the joys of cycling and
walking for pleasure. I am certain this trail will positively
impact the physical health of Missourians and the financial
health of the communities it touches. I implore you to keep
this project alive. Even if it takes 20 years to complete it will

affect many future generations to come. Thank you for taking
the time to read this.

I believe the Rock Island Trail Project will be a great asset to
the state of Missouri.

This is a fantastic opportunity that will bring jobs and
economic development to many communities along the trail.
Not to mention an increase in the general quality of life for
residence there. [ was originally from one of those
communities and would gladly return frequently to partake in
the recreational opportunities that this trail will offer.
AWESOME! I have enjoyed The Katy Trail since my first
trail ride in 2008. Love this trail. I would be very happy to see
the Rock Island Trail to come into fruition. I vote "YES"

We recently biked the Rock Island Trail spur and found it to
be a wonderful experience.

The trail is well maintained and the views were outstanding. It
is a marvelous addition

to Missouri's Katy Trail. Please continue to support this
project.

I fully support the Rock Island Trail Project. This rails to trails
project will provide an economic boost to Central Missouri
towns, including Meta, Argyle, and Freeburg, from where my
family hails. Quality of life will dramatically improve for local
residents as their recreational opportunities increase.

I look forward to traveling from my home in Kansas City to
explore the Rock Island Trail. Please support DNR as it
considers entering into an Interim Trail Use Agreement with
Missouri Central Railroad.

This is a tremendous once in a life time opportunity for the
people of Missouri. Multi-use trails like the Rock Island are
gaining in popularity all over the United States. I have already
seen a lot of interest in this trail. Too miss out on this
opportunity would be a shame.

Yes! Yes! and more YES! I frequently drive from Illinois and
spend lots of money in Missouri to enjoy the great trail system
the KATY provides, and I've seen first hand the great
economic impact it has had on the many small towns along the
route. Towns that were dying a slow death are now bustling
with activity, bed and breakfasts, restaurants, wineries, pubs,
shops and stores, all catering to the riders on the trail. Let's
see, biking is low impact, environmentally friendly, extremely
healthy, excellent for local economies, and fun. Hmmm.
What's the debate again? Bike trails make sense! (And
dollars)!

I have enjoyed riding on the Katy Trail many times, both
locally near St. Louis and all the way across. I am hoping to
ride the 47 miles of the Rock Island Trail from Windsor to
Pleasant Hill sometime this year.. But I am most excited for
the completion of the entire Rock Island project!!! Missouri is
already nationally famous for its rail-trails, and this will be a
fantastic addition. What a benefit for local towns! Just this
April, I was in Boonville and talked to an older couple from
Milwaukee who were spending 5 days on the Katy. There are



so many people like them, both from Missouri and elsewhere.
We have to get going on the Rock Island Line as soon as
possible!
This is a brilliant possibility. Missourians would benefit from
this trail system in many, many ways. It is clear that this
system will bring additional income to the many communties
along the route. The additional tourism income will come
from across the state, from around the country, and indeed,
from around the world. This trail system would truly be
something that all Missourians would enjoy.
Please do not pass up this historic opportunity. If all
Missourians realized the ramifications of the Rock Island Trail
Project, I am convinced that 100% of the people would
enthusiastically support its development.
This would be a good thing for communities and having
tourists from out of state coming to this trail.
Dear Gov,

Missouri needs the Rock Island rail-banked and converted to
a trail for the following reasons.
1. Positive economic benefit to all communities on or near the
trail.
2, A positive "quality of life" adder for all Missourians.
3. A rail-banked resource that can be converted back to rail if
need be, for future generations economic value.

I fully appreciate your best efforts to achieve the above by
your supporting the trail.
Respectfully,

I am eagerly awaiting completion of the Rock Island trail. Not
only will it spur economic development in many rurak
communities, but it will also provide a safe recreational area
for rural residents who desperately need to exercise.

I think the quicker the Rock Island Trail is opened the better;
it will have a positive economic impact and increase tourism
for our State. I have personally made financial contributions to
this project, just as I have done with the Katy Trail. These are
great assets for our state.

The Missouri Department of Natural Resources cannot
manage _without making you know what
kind of mess. If you want to abuse citizens rest assured they
are doing it for you. If they were not so inept and lazy they
would do far more damage.

I would LOVE to see the trail be Equine Accessible in all
areas! I love riding the in Windsor and would love to see more
of the trail open for horses. Specially in the
Versailles/Eldon/Eugene areas

This would be a wonderful addition to recreational
opportunities while also creating business and economic
growth opportunities.

Great idea

I grew up in Owensville, MO. When I was a child, the railroad
moved clay out of Owensville to be processed.

My mother is 86 years
old and she believes the trail will bring commerce and new life
to her little town. News about the Rock Island Trail is in their
newspaper (Gasconade Republican) almost every week. What
a positive message the state of Missouri sent to these little
towns along the railroad when the trail work began. They see
renewal in a changing transportation system - from trains to
bikes! I heartily support the Rock Island Trail Project!

I cannot wait for this trail to open. I live in St. Louis, have
family in small towns along the route, and love to bike! I've
seen the huge health and happiness benefits cycling has had on
our home, I've seen the huge economic impact riders can have
on small towns, and I'm looking forward to helping support
the places I grew up.

June 20, 2017

Dear Official - Missouri DNR:

I am writing in regards to your department's plans to convert
the Rock Island Railroad corridor from Beaufort west to
Kansas City into a recreational trail. I personally do not feel
that the taxpayers of this state should carry the burden of
constructing and maintaining another rail-trail which roughly
parallels hundreds of miles of the Katy Trail across the state.
The Rock Island corridor differs from the Katy in that it runs
through an area rich in Missouri resources including mines for
clay and other minerals, Missouri Farmers Association
agricultural centers / grain elevators, Kingsford Charcoal’s
plant, a pet food plant, and many, many more. After the Rock
Island shut the line down following its bankruptcy in 1980,
thousands of trucks were forced onto Missouri highways to
continue moving these commodities, costing the taxpayers
dearly in maintenance not to mention the added congestion on
Missouri roads. Farmers located all along the Rock Island are
now forced to bear significantly higher costs to truck their
crops a greater distance to elevators served by active rail,
causing financial hardship on these hard-working Missourians.
When Ameren sought to abandon the line following a deal to
repay the state under Gov. Nixon’s administration to use it to
build a trail as ransom for the Tom Sauk Reservoir collapse,
the Missouri Farmers Association (MFA) was staunchly
opposed to the line’s removal. Although the old, worn out
track material has been scrapped from Beaufort west to
Kansas City, a clean right-of-way now exists and would be the
prime opportunity for Missouri to provide an economic shot-
in-the-arm to the economy of central Missouri by re-laying 90
miles of track from Eldon east to connect to the active rail at
Beaufort. West of Eldon, the state could and should retain
ownership by “rail banking” the corridor as a resource for
possible future industrial / economic development. In the
interim, I feel that ONLY this segment west of Eldon should
be considered for conversion to a recreational trail, and only
then should funding come from non-profit organizations like
Great Rivers Greenway. The rest of the right-of-way from
Eldon east to where active rail begins again at Beaufort should
be converted, using state and federal funds, back to an active
railroad.

Because railroads move massive amounts of goods at a
fraction of the cost of trucks, not only would re-laying the
track remove thousands of semi trucks from state highways, it
would provide a catalyst and incentive for economic growth in
the mining, manufacturing, and agricultural sectors of the state



and especially bring new optimism and commerce to the
town’s economies located on the line. The average cost to
build a rail line averages $1 million per mile, but given the
availability of a clean and existing right-of-way, this could
most likely be accomplished for less. While there are still
bridges and tunnels in need of significant maintenance after 40
years of neglect, federal grant money is readily available to
accommodate these.

As Missouri’s economy continues to grow under Gov.
Greitens exceptional leadership, I am confident such an
undertaking would put our state’s economy in a much better
position to compete, as other states like Pennsylvania, Maine,
Ohio, and others are breathing new life into long-neglected
railways.

I sincerely appreciate your time, and look forward to hearing
your insight regarding this matter.

Sincerely,

Scott A. Nauert

Clayton, MO

I feel including the Rock Island Trail as part of the Missouri
State Park system would provide a unique destination for
cycling and hiking enthusiasts and set Missouri apart from
other states in their support of getting people out to enjoy the
out of doors. I also feel the trail would provide great
opportunity for all of the small towns along the way to
highlight the benefits and features of small town Missouri.
The Rock Island Trail would be a great complement to the
KatyTrail. With it in place, there would be a circuit rather than
an out and back route, and more options when choosing how
to cross the state.

Many people are excited to use the new trail, and several have
already been on it as far as they could, over on the Windsor
side. All of them booked hotels and cabins, and ate at
restaurants. Us cyclists ride about 40-70 miles, then we start
looking to stop find a place to sleep. That's good for the
economy.

Others I have been talked to from Kansas, Iowa, and
Oklahoma are also talking about our new trail.

It just seems like all good from here- good recreation, good
revenue, and good neighbors. Let's git'r done!

Get it. Make it a trail. It would be a great addition to the
Missouri trail system.

The proposed trail will provide health and recreation benefits
for citizens using it, will give dozens of towns along the route
a new way to tap into civic pride and showcase themselves,
and will give the state of Missouri hundreds of thousands of
tourist tax dollars every year. It's a no-brainer -invest in the
trail once and get at least that much back in multiple benefits
every year! How soon can the trail be developed?

This would be a great addition to our current Rails to Trails
bicycle paths. It would provide more safe bicycling
opportunities in Missouri. I ride the Katy Trail every chance |
get and love the ability to do long distances on the trail.

Fully support this initiative

I am absolutely in favor of the Dept. taking on this project!
Allowing those who live in the area to access a trail like this
would be important to local commerce, but also would
encourage outdoor activity that is critical to physical and
menta health! It would also broaden the network of trails
available to those of us lucky enough to utilize the KATY --
PLEASE PROCEED!!!

Creating these paths promote healthy living and gets people
opportunities to use other venues to either exercise or
commute. As a cyclist it allows me to not endanger myself by
riding on roads. I have been to other states that promote these
paths and it seems to me that it also helps the surrounding
economy's when people use these trails to trek and camp.
Will be great for Missouri tourism and small business. Very
cool for families.

I support the Rock Island Trail Project. It will be a great
addition to the recreation venues in our state.

It will encourage more physical activities and be an attraction
to out of state bike riders.

Any new trails that will get people out and moving is a great
thing...more trails please!

The right of way should be maintained for future infrastructure
and development. Keeping it as a trail is a great use to
maintain the right of way. Returning rail service to the area
would be very beneficial.

If this were to be returned to an active railroad shortline it
would be an economic boost for the local economy and help
transport industrial and agricultural material for efficiently for
less cost and less pollution.

This could easily be developed into a side by side railroad/trail
situation.

More alternate travel options are always a good thing!

I don't know much about this area, but I'm all for more
Missouri trails.

I think it should be used as a tourist railroad with dinner train
or a commuter line from Downtown St Louis to Union. The
Museum of Transportation could use the line for sightseeing
trains.coust the line to Kansas City for Amtrak service and use
it as a route to the Lake of the Ozarks.

I live in Kansas City.

The Katy trail is a true gem of Missouri. While on the Katy, I
have met people from all over the US who have traveled long
distances to experience it. One problem with the Katy is that
it's western terminus is not convenient to KC. The Rock Island
trail solves some of that problem. Having the Rock Island
continue on to STL (with a ride-able surface) would be
fantastic, especially if the Eastern terminus is convenient to
residents of St Louis County.

Every town along the Katy has embraced it, welcoming
travelers, starting small businesses, etc. Riding the Katy is a
charming experience and advertises to everyone the
Midwestern friendliness of rural Missouri. I'm sure the Rock
Island trail would do the same and be equally as charming.



Two reasons to develop the Rock Island Trail:

1. Extending the trail into a more populated area provides
further opportunities for physical fitness activities where
population density and traffic are barriers.

2. i know cyclists who come to Missouri just to ride the Katy
Trail. The Rock Island extension makes it more attractive and
more convenient to cycling tourists.

I so happy to see that the trial is coming

This is a great idea for tourism. Please do it.

This is awesome. I'd love the opportunity to ride more across
the state. Katy Trail has been a great resource to discover new
towns and enjoy nature. Another option would be great - I'd
use it!

I feel the trail is a great idea. It would provide great
recreational use along with helping area businesses in rural
areas with additional people coming through. I suggest
allowing volunteers to aid in the trail. I know in Owensville,
MO alone many people would volunteer and the trail could be
done for very minimal. This would allow the state to save
money and give the people what they want!

From an economic perspective, this should be a no-brainer.
Linking Rock Island and Katy would create a destination trail
that would be unparalleled in the US and most of the world.
Already on the Katy, I have met people from Germany,
Austria, Australia, Canada and Japan (and that is just me and
our once-a-year whole-Katy ride). If there was a loop, the
draw would be tremendous. Why? Because as humans, we
want to explore something new. An out-and-back ride/hike
does not have the appeal that a loop does.

We live in Illinois and my family spends about $2,500 to
$3,000 a year for our annual Katy ride. If the loop was
available, we'd push ourselves to do it, and Missouri
businesses would likely get an extra $2,000 of our money.
Each year, we vote on this or a trip to Florida, Colorado, etc.
Katy wins every time.

I can't wait until it's done! I live in Versailles and many are
very excited about the project. I hope that local organizations
and municipalities can all work together for their vision of the
trail in their communities. I hope partnerships such as those
will make the project come to fruition sooner.

The towns along the old Rock Island line would be re-
invigorated by the trail project. Tourism is Missouri's second
largest industry and this is an opportunity to give the state a
world-wide reach. An influx of trail enthusiasts would provide
a boost for the economies of the towns and the state both of
which could use it. One need only look at the huge success of
the Katy Trail and the old rail towns along it to know this is a
fact. It will be hard to explain to the people along the Rock
Island counting on an economic rally why state government
doesn't care about them, their families and communities.

No other project will yield as many long term benefits to such
a large number of people for so long abperiod of time

JUST DO IT!!!

This is an exciting opportunity decades in the making. Adding
these miles will further enhance Missouri as a trails
destination internationally and provide new economic
development opportunities in places with limited potential for
growth otherwise. Please move ahead. Thank you.
Absolutely! It will boost the economy of many rural Missouri
communities.

DO IT!

As a member of the Missouri Bicycle and Pedestrian
Federation, I am supporting the effort for the Missouri DNR to
continue in the development and acquisition of the Rock
Island Railroad abandoned line for pedestrian and bicycle trail
use. Missouri is quickly becoming a vacation spot for use of
the many trails we enjoy and this addition would be huge to
attract even more to our beautiful state.

I will say trail, at the least. If railroad service can be restored
along the route, that'd be great. In that case I'd suggest the idea
of rail-with-trail. I think its important to seek all possible
railroad opportunities and potential railroad customers before
making the corridor just a trail. However, if there are no
opportunities to restore rail service, then having a trail will at
least help maintain the corridor.

This would be awesome! Please build this trail.

This would be a wonderful trail! My parents grew up near the
area and | have many relatives there. Would be great for local
use and tourism.

Dear Governor Greitens :

The Rock Island Trail is a vital Economic Development
project for our area and has the potential to revitalize our small
town. Due to the Lake Area and Internet sales we have barely
kept pace with the financial requirements to run our city. We
have looked for Industry and tried to get more employers and
have not had much luck. The Trail will help our downtown
area with jobs and revenue. I have been involved with this
project over the last five years. Since we are so close to the
Lake of the Ozarks this could be a tremendous boost, not only
to our economy but also the other small towns along the Trail.
We already have individuals willing to donate money and
labor to build the Trail once it is turned over to DNR and
ownership is established. Eldon owns part of the old Depot
now, but the other half is still owned by Ameren and they will
not give us ownership till the Trail is turned over to DNR. The
local building and trades class has volunteered to supply the
labor to re-do the building as a commercial learning
experience and a contribution to the community. We have a
donor willing to donate up to $150,000 toward the project but
we can not proceed until the property has been turned over,
We realize that we will have to raise a large sum of money and
a substantial amount of volunteer labor to make the Trail a
reality, but we are willing to do that. The Trail will ultimately
be a tremendous financial asset to the State of Missouri not a
Liability by increasing Tourism and becoming the longest
Trail in the nation when it is connected to the Katy Trail. This



would make it a good Economic investment, therefore we
need your support. Thank you

It would be more beneficial for the Missouri taxpayers if their
money wasn't wasted on a trail that would generate little or no
money to even cover its costs of construction and
maintenance. If, however, the railroad is restored by private
interests, then the freight of the companies along the line
currently being hauled by trucks along Missouri's highways
could instead be transported by rail, taking those trucks off the
highway and thereby not only decongesting our highways but
also cutting down on the costs to maintain those highways. If a
trail is put in, then the prospect of rail service returning to
those communities and companies will be lost forever.
Looking forward to using the trail personally. I also hope it
helps Versailles grow and improves the community.

We should be spending our Missouri park tax dollars on the
Rock Island Trail Project project instead of trying to create
new parks in places that people won't visit (e.g. Echo Bluff).
We know for a fact that the Rails to Trails programs bring in
massive amounts of tourism to our area and sees great
economic benefits for towns along the route. Attempting to
create "destination" parks without a significant attraction
seems to be a waste of tax dollars; as an avid Missouri State
Park Camper (10-12 times a year), the idea of going to visit
proposed parks like Ozark Mountain State Park, Bryant Creek
State Park, and Eleven Point State Park sounds pretty boring,
as they don't offer much beyond trees and creeks.

Sounds like a good idea.

Love the trail. My understanding is that only the trail is only
usable to those who walk or bike it. Why can't it be used by
those who love to ride horses and utvs/atvs? An example is the
Sunrise Trail in Maine that used to be a railroad. They allow
walking, bikes, horses, utvs/atvs, and snowmobiles. The Rock
Island trail would be used by so many more people if it were
allowed to be used by horse and utv/atv riders.

I think this would be a wonderful addition to our area!!!! I
know I personally would use and enjoy it.

I would love for this to happen. It would save me driving as
far to the Katy Trail. That would also make my wife happy.
I'm sure the local economy's would like it also. 2 votes yes.

I was so000000000 excited when I found out this was
happening! My husband and I love to hike on trails, and part
of this trail is 1/4 mile down the road from our house. I can't
wait until it's finished!

I fully support the
proposed Rock Island Trail Project. As a citizen of Gasconade
County I fully support the Rock Island Trail Project. -

I fully support the Rock Island
Trail Project. While typing this I am sitting at my desk looking
out my office window at a 3 mile blight through our

community now known as the Rock Island Rail Road. For
decades it has sat unused and has attracted trash, weeds, and
various unlawful pursuits. As citizens of this great state we
have a once in a lifetime opportunity to turn a negative into a
powerful positive. A bike trail through our state and through
my town on the Rock Island Rail Road bed that connects with
the Katy Trail will provide a unique experience for any who
want to bike across the show-me state. I firmly believe that
people will travel from all over the world to enjoy this
proposed trail. Just the rumor and hope for a trail has already
created economic activity in our small town of Owensville. In
particular an old historic building on our main street that was
on the verge of being condemned has been purchased by a trail
enthusiast and is being restored, specifically due to the hope of
future customers from the Rock Island Trail. Another bare
piece of ground that was adjacent to the trail has been
purchased and cleaned up with the expressed intentions of
building a new restaurant next to the trail. Several customers
have approached me with numerous business plans once the
trail is official. One farmer that owns land adjacent to the trail
and to the city limits of Owensville has offered to donate 1
acre of ground for a trail head and Owensville welcome
center. All of this activity in a small town of 2600. This trail
will not be a burden to the tax payers of Missouri, it will be an
income producing asset for us and our future generations. In
Owensville it has the added benefit of providing a safe avenue
for our children to walk, bike, or run to school. Currently
students are not allowed to walk or bike to school due to the
lack of a safe way to cross Hwy 19. The proposed trial goes
under Hwy 19 and is adjacent to our school campus. Currently
our school district buses all children, regardless of how close
they live to the school, due to the safety concerns with
crossing Hwy 19. What a great way to reduce transportation
costs to the school district and help get our young children
some much needed physical activity! Our small school district
can completely eliminate one bus route if the trail proceeds.
All of this potential benefit in just one small town. I have not
even attempted to put a dollar amount on the intrinsic value a
trail like this offers. How can Missouri afford not to support
this endeavor? Thank you for your thoughtful consideration of
this important project.

I am a proponent of the Interim Trail Use Agreement in order
to further the Rock Island Trail Project. The Rock Island Trail
will be a great asset for many Missouri communities and bring
healthy recreation as well as economic development to these
areas. Most of these towns are limited economically and

bringing in outside sources of income is greatly needed to

increase quality of 1ife.*
I am enthusiastically awaiting the completion of

the Trail. As a father of four young children I am glad to see

greater opportunity for healthy activity near my home and
town. Please consider the Agreement.

Yes. The expansion of the trail systms throughout the state is a
positive for all of Missouri.

I believe this is a very positive project for the commutes
involved and recreational activity for the state of Missouri. |
cannot see a negative side to this.



Kudos to DNR for leadership with this project. Such trails
have proven to provide economic stimulus to rural
communities and outdoor recreation to many. This project
should be wholeheartedly pursued.

This is a wonderful idea and project. Small cities along the
trail will experience growth by persons using the trail. Small
businesses will open and offer places to sit and offer food and
drink adding revenue to the city coffers. I do not ride horses
but my family and several friends do so it would be nice if an
area was added for trail riding. Thank you for considering this
agreement.

This would be wonderful for the small communities along the
trail. Many of these small towns are economically depressed.
The trail is a chance for them to recover and become vital
business economic areas.

As an avid hiker, burgeoning cyclist, and overall lover of
Missouri outdoors, I highly encourage the DNR to go forward
with the interim trail use agreement for the continued
development of the Rock Island Trail Project. I am especially
impressed with the big picture goals for future trail
connections, including those leading into St. Louis County. I
look forward to utilizing the Windsor to Beaufort trail soon!
This land should be given back to the owners as it will
increase the upkeep of our parks which already need
improvement. Don't saddle us with more deficit. Let the
landowners and small business's have it back!

I feel that creating this trail and entering into an agreement
with the DNR will not only help to improve the economy of
this part of Missouri it can also play an important role in
improving the health of the community by giving local
citizens a safe and controlled space for recreational activities
such as bike riding, running and walking. At the present time
if you want to ride a bike for any distance you either must
drive to the Katy trail or attempt to ride on the narrow 2 lane
highways which can be very dangerous. Obesity is one of our
number one health issues in our county and state and this trail
will provide a great place for people to get out and enjoy a
nice walk, run or bike ride and not have to worry about traffic
constantly.

I WAS BORN AND RAISED IN Eldon and my father was a
Rock Island railroader in the yards in Eldon. Since we no
longer have a railroad, I believe the Trail Project would not
only be of economic value to Eldon residents but a nice tribute
to the families of railroaders past as a sort of memorial to what
the railroad meant to the town in the 40s and 50s

I personally feel that this project is outrageous. As a
landowner along this corridor I do not want the public to have
access to my land. It will cause added expenses to me not only
with the probability of added littering, but if I wish to fence
my property that is very expensive. Not to mention the
liability of someone hurting themselves on my property if they
veer from the trail.

I know some think that this trail will be economically boosting
for the towns it passes through, but what else is there to make
people want to come to your town for more than a
bike/walking trail? Let's look at the areas along the Katy Trail.
At least the Katy Trail has historical significance with its ties
to Lewis & Clark.

I know some people live for biking/walking trails, but what is
the historical significance to the Rock Island Rail. From what I
have found it was just another business decision that went bad.
I do not like the thought of my tax dollars going to beautify a
bankrupt business so that the public might use it to walk or
bike on.

From personally biking the Rock Island Trail this spring, I
think it would be a great asset to our State. It brings out the
natural wonders of Missouri and brings people closer to
nature. Extending the trail towards the east will be beneficial
to all the smaller communities along the way by boosting the
economy with trade and commerce from the users of the trail.
B&Bs, bike shops, convenience stores/delis grow along the
length of the trail. It would bring in more tourism from outside
the state and even country by being one of the first longest
loop recreational trails. It could bring about competitions,
charitable events, etc... I think it would be a great way for
Missourians to get connected and bring attention to the natural
surroundings of our beautiful state.

I'm all in favor of this development. Trails are good for
Missouri.

This trail would be a great recreational and economic tool for
Missouri. The Katy Trail is already such an asset, and this
would only build on that success. I support the trail and
encourage DNR not to let this unique opportunity pass by.
Adult obesity rate in MO is 32.5%. We rank 10th in the US for
obesity. Children need to get outside whenever possible. This
trail will provide for a healthy environment and recreational
opportunities for the people of the state. Many towns are
hurting economically in MO. This trail will stimulate
community pride and economic development for many small
towns along the trail. Our natural, cultural, and educational
resources must be protected.

Trails are great places for exercise, recreation and enjoyment.
We ride the Katy trail now and would like to ride somewhere
new. The trails bring in visitors to the state which in turn
brings in revenue.

One of the things we look for in planning a vacation is where
can we ride our bikes and I know others in and out of our state
do the same thing. Trails are an investment in the future of
Missouri.

This needs to happen as soon as possible, for the health of the
people who will utilize it, and for the tourist dollars it will
generate.

For the love of the outdoors, the Rock Island Trail Project
means having the great opportunity to take walks, ride a bike,
or running without having to make the run along side a major
highway with drivers not always watching out for you! Just
having the chance to go somewhere safe to improve your



health by moving your body in the open air instead of sitting
on a couch is such a great asset to the community. Please do
not let this opportunity go by the wayside. There are strong
statics showing by having a trail run through a community it
can and does improve revenue, which is much needed in the
community of Owensville, Rosebud, Bland, and Belle. We
want people to come and see for themselves how great of a
community this is and that we welcome people as they come
to enjoy the great outdoors along the Rock Island Railroad!!!

Please consider allowing the trail project to go forward

The Rock Island line goes right through our little town 0f
1500. I would like to see the State accept the donation of the
land even though Parks could not develop it in the near future.
Small towns along the line could develop the line in their
borders at their own cost and the line could provide fitness and
economic potential for those cities. If this is not accepted, a
great opportunity will be lost forever.

These small rural towns need all the help they can get so they
can help themselves.

This is an incredible opportunity for our community. Love the
Rock Island Trail project

I can think of nothing more important. At a time when every
state is looking for solutions to unhealthy, sedentary lifestyles
and their impact on health and well being it is essential that all
citizens have safe place to walk, run, and bike. At a time when
rural areas are losing economic opportunities what could be
better than a trail and the life it could restore to the small
towns along it? At a time when people are so polarized what
could be better than a trail that brings together city dwellers
with small towns and with farms? And finally, what could be
better than the symbolism of a linear park creating a shared
community benefit available to all?

Please please please make this happen MO. The Katy Trail is
a jewel and the Rock Island will make biking a great loop
through central Missouri's small towns a world class
attraction.

Nearly forty years have passed since steel met steel on the
Rock Island line. During those four decades, the great majority
of these towns have seen their economies in a downward
spiral with their main street slipping from significance to
obsolescence. Jobs have moved away or gone out of existence.
Having a bike trail is not a panacea but it is better than a
brushy, rusty rails help in the air by some splinted pieces of
wood. Our town has experienced many people visiting here
and then later buy land or houses here. There will always be a
few that oppose the corridor being rail banked but the great
majority recognize not only its economic but also the safety
benefited associated with it.

Please move forward on this. As a long time Missouri
physician I can tell you that we need to promote healthy active
lifestyles. This is particularly true in rural Missouri. Anything
we can do to promote outdoor activities such as walking,
hiking and bicycling we should do. Our rates of obesity and
diabetes are through the roof.

Yes, this would be great. I would travel to enjoy this trail and
support local businesses along it.

I don't believe Missouri can go wrong on converting the
former Rock Island Railroad corridor into a trail for all
Missourians to enjoy. Even better is that the trail would link
with the Katy Trail, providing a unique opportunity for an
entire looped outdoor trip throughout the State. As a native of
Missouri, I love this idea. This concept, and implementation of
the idea, will not only be great for Missouri residents, but will
make for a great tourist destination as well. I also believe it
will be beneficial to the small towns that are located along the
trail and will provide a boost for small local businesses. As a
28-year-old female living in the St. Louis area, I will very
much look forward to myself, my husband, and family riding
along the trail and visiting some of the small towns along the
way. Myself, and many people my age that I know, are tired of
seeing the typical national chain restaurants and retail stores.
We want to see more connections to unique and local places
throughout Missouri! The loop will make for a great multi-day
outdoor experience of seeing parts of Missouri that we might
not otherwise get to see. Please make this trail happen!
Personally, I think there are plenty of backroads within our
State that people can ride bikes or horses on with out spending
our tax dollars on something a rather small majority of folks
might use. I'd much rather see tax assistance towards
revitalizing small towns that are dying on the vine! For
instance, help with tax incentives for small businesses and
perhaps refurbishing homes that could be restored for proper
housing. Not everyone wants to migrate to a big city!!! We
need to keep our small towns alive and thriving and I'd much
prefer my tax dollars go toward this type of assistance.

I feel it would be a wonderful addition to the trail network of
Missouri.

If you build it, they will come.

I think the rock island trail project is a wonderful idea. I
wholeheartedly support it.

This not only one of the best economic development projects
in years. It is one of the only rural development projects in a
long time. These small communities need this tourism
opportunity badly. When you couple that with the recreation
and health benefits it will provide. You cannot afford not to
build it.

I have just retired and am riding my bicycle more often than
before. I now have time to visit trails in other states (I live in
IL) and am encourage by the prospect of the Rock Island trail
project. As more people get interested in riding bikes longer
distances this trail has the possibility of additional tourism in
your state, with benefits for the riders and the communities
affected by the trail. I encourage you to contribute to the
project.

I am 100% in favor of development of this trail! It will be a
wonderful attraction for our state and an economic boon to a
lot of towns who suffered when the railroad left. GO FOR IT!



I support the Rock Island Trail project!!

Let's put unused rail corridor to s healthy use!!!

Thanks for reading this

I believe this is a great project for rural Missouri. This will
have more residents of Missouri out and about seeing the great
scenery of our state. This will also do great things for the
economies of the smaller towns along the trail.

I strongly support the Rock Island Trail and hope you will
support the Rock Island Trail and accept the Rock Island
corridor from Ameren later this year. I think this trail will
provide great benefit to the people in the community. I hope t
be able to use this trail in the future.

Who has the 200 mil to actually open the trail???? Huge waste

Waste of my tax dollars, should revert to the property owners.
Missouri's trails are gradually becoming a more important
tourist and citizen recreation/exercise resource. Good idea to
expand if adequate resources are available to improve and
maintain.

Please develop this land for biking/walking trails. Our state
would benefit from this

Just look at the successful KATY Trail. What a wonderful
way to get fit and enjoy nature. Can't think of a better way to
spend tax dollars

Please extend the Rock Island trail and to add to the Katy
Trail! The cities along side these trails do an amazing job
catering to the hikers and bikers as they enter. Please don't let
this die in bureaucracy!

Sorry, but when attending the local meeting to discuss this
project, we were told by the ones organizing the committee no
tax money would be used to do the project. Now some of the
work has been done through grant money, and asking for DNR
help and keep it up for bicycle riders. This is like asking for a
blank check for taxpayers to support regardless what wording
they want to call it. I must say I'm 100% against this project.
Also added cost of security, cleanup, maintaining the upkeep,
and liabilities are also in question.

Please do so.

Let's complete the rock island trail. many folks I know use
these trails.

YES! YES AND YES AGAIN! Please get this thing going
and contact Eric Greitens office and ask him to push for it!

[ am all for it! T have used the Katy Trail and can't wait for the
same opportunity on the Rock Island Trail. It will be a great
asset for Missouri!

I hope this happens! I love riding the Katy and more trails are
def needed! So many people use the Katy and the RIT would
be a perfect addition!

The Rock Island Trail Project is a wonderful opportunity for
the area it runs through. We need this trail for the biking and
hiking access for people throughout the region. Personally I
am greatly looking forward to the trail as the KATY Trail is a
bit far for us to travel on a regular basis.

So excited for this potential, my family lives very near the
proposed trail.

This state needs this

This project is an excellent opportunity for Missouri to further
enhance its trail system, bringing trail users not just from
Missouri but from the world. The KATY trail is an excellent
example of this. The Rock Island corridor, however, differs
from the KATY & will offer rich recreational opportunities for
trail users. And, like the KATY, will bring visitors to the
communities along the corridor to enhance their economies.

I think it will be a great asset to the comminity. It with help
create more healthy activity

I think that the Rock Island Trail will be a great asset to all the
communities that it goes through/passes. Most of the
communities don't have the resources to develop the trail.
Having the DNR develop it will be great---the sooner the
better!!!

I think everyone can benefit from recreational trails

I think it is a great idea and should be pursued. As a physical
activity researcher, there is tremendous support that
establishing rail trails encourages activity and gets people in
surrounding neighborhoods more active. Increased activity can
lead to decreased health problems and lower healthcare
expenses. So it is in Missouri's best interest to pursue the
project. It truly is a instance of if you build it they will come.
In addition having a rail trail provides a safer place for
individuals to walk or ride bikes, reducing accidents from
vehicular collisions. So 100% support on the project.

My family lives in sounth central Missouri and are avid
cyclist. We would love to see another rail trail in Missouri.
Each year we visit the Katy trail multiple times and stay in
hotels or B and Bs supporting the local economy. We have
met people from other states who come to ride these trails
because there is not another trail like it. This trail connect with
the Katy would really put Missouri on the map and I believe
would bring cyclist in from all over and their money.
Considering troubles with inattentive drivers and hostility
toward cyclists on the road, trails like this are becoming more
and more a necessary part of the cycling infrastructure. It has
been proven over and over again that cycling trails like this
bring tourist traffic and money to small-town economies. This
Trail would be a great addition to Missouri's ever growing
network of cycling trails. I highly support this and I hope to
see you do the same.

I'm a lifelong Missourian who strongly supports the Rock
Island Trail Project. As a regular user and avid supporter of



the Katy Trail, I've seen the impact the KT has had on former
railroad towns and towns and cities located adjacent to the
Trail. Towns derelict or dying have found sustenance with the
advent of trail use. Spend any time on the KT at all and you
meet people from all over the U.S. and even the world. Along
the way they spend $$$ at restaurants, bars, stores, b&bs, bike
shops -- some of which didn't exist prior to the trail's
existence.

The MoRIT could easily have the same impact for the old
Rock Island towns along its path. With the demise of
industries and the railroads that supported them, many small
former railroad communities are struggling to find ways to
survive and to re-invent themselves. The development of the
MOoRIT will give communities along its corridor an
opportunity to re-create themselves in ways similar to locales
along the KT. Towns such as Eldon and Belle already fall into
this category; they see value in supporting this effort by
embracing the trail and moving forward in its development.
(Surely Belle's hiatus is only temporary.)

In sum, the MoRIT corridor provides some of the best
Missouri has to offer in regard to scenery, rural communities,
and just plain good folks. And, as I've learned, people who use
and support trails are pretty good folks, too. Let's not just be
about show me, but about show them. Please support this
conversion. Please.

We live near and own property in Eugene, Missouri, and have
been following the recent developments in the progression of
converting the old Rock Island line into possible a
pedestrian/biking trail. Many who live in the small
communities along the old Rock Island Railroad are excited
and encouraged about the economic possibilities that a trail
could bring. Unlike recent acquisitions and park openings that
benefit one specific geographic area (i.e. Echo Bluff), the
Rock Island trail would have a state-wide impact.

We already have a successful model in the Katy Trail--we
know the trail system appeals to a world-wide audience. Let's
make this happen!

The Rock Island Trail would be a fantastic addition to the
existing Rail-to-Trail system.

Yes, please! Old rail beds make wonderful cycling trails. It
would be a boon to recreation and tourism for the entire length
of the trail. I don't live in that area, but would probably drive
up to cycle on the tail.

Thank you

Bike trails, marked routes and any means of using bicycles in
Missouri is a great idea. It's good exercise, an affordable
means of transportation, decreases pollution and it promotes a
healthy lifestyle. I personally like trails because I don't
especially like riding where I have to compete with vehicular
traffic. I enjoy taking my grandchildren on trails just as I rode
with my children on streets. I'm happy to say that now we
don't have to ride on the streets in Springfield. I'm always
looking for new trails to explore in different parts of the state.
World class trails will bring world class travelers to our trails
and that's good for the economy. Good trail systems attract the
right kind of folks to settle in Missouri. Supporting bicycle
riders is always a good move, because it's good for Missouri.
I'm a big fan of complete streets, too. I love to ride my bicycle,

but not so much on busy streets where there are not designated
lanes for bicycles.

Go for it! Sooner than later. Can hardly wait! THANK YOU!!
I am in favor of this project. I believe that it will be a boost to
the economy of the small towns it passes through. And it
would be a good thing for the communities to increase access
to safe exercise routes. Katy Trail has proven to be a positive
influence on these things.

Good thing for the state and for the Eldon area. I like it and
will use it occasionally.

Please?!?!

Why not finish what you already started and haven't finished
properly. Windso to Pleasant Hill! You supposedly
squandered the money for a proper bridge here in Pleasant Hill
and we ended up with a half-assed bridge and no restrooms at
the trail head. The method of getting on the trail is screwy
with inadequate signage. No one in Jeff City would admit who
decided to rob the fund from the Ameron agreement to build
our trail and put in a bridge as originally designed!

I would be overjoyed with the Rock Island being converted
into a trail. As a resident of Owensville, we have seen a
decline in commerce since the 1970's. Young folks have
moved out and the town has lost many merchants. It would be
wonderful to see a resurgence in our small town's economy
that the trail could potentially bring.

Great project. Missouri Parks have been leading the rest of the
country for years in many areas and they need to continue to
in the Rock Island Trail Project. These trails have provided the
citizens and guests of the State tremendous recreational and
fitness assets without breaking the bank in funding.

The completion of the trail, in addition to the Katy, will
provide a unique and valuable resource to our state. We'll be
seen as a haven for cyclists and as a place to draw in tourists
from around the country and world. The economic benefit to
towns will be enormous and cannot be understated.

Expanding Missouri's rails-to-trails is a win/win situation for
the users of the trails and the towns along the trail corridor. It
would bring in additional tax money for the state with hotels,
campgrounds, restaurants, convenience stores etc.

As long as the railroad bridges across the gasconade and osage
rivers are made safe

This a excellent use of funds and would be a success like the
Katy Trail.

Fabulous idea. I will definitely use the trail. I am a biking
enthusiast. Especially in the Eldon area. I also enjoy walking
on trails. Bring it! Healthy choice!

I am strongly for completing the Rock Island Trail. It draws a
lot of tourist now and when completed it will be used by



people from around the world and make Missouri a destination
point. Please help expedite the new trail.

The trail would be a great idea!

I think that would be a great asset to the community not just
for local people but those that like to travel and hike and
explore new areas. I already know that just the prospect of this
coming in has boosted moral in the smaller communities in the
area with talk of putting in a bicycle shop or a coffee shop or
even a bed and breakfast. I think the positives much out weigh
the negatives for a project like this.

I am in support of the proposed trail. As a user of the Katy
Trail I have witnessed the positive impact it has on economy,
health, and family life. I love Saturdays on the KT. It's
regularly full of smiling kids on their bikes...accompanied by
their involved parents. Southern mid-MO needs more of that! I
am from Belle...and the possibilities in our area seem endless
with Gascondy Bridge sure to be a highlight of the trail. How
can that not bring business to town nearly every weekend?
This trail would be an economic boon for the communities
along the trail project. The trail passes through the heart of
Owensville. The businesses on First Street would be
reinvigorated by the hikers and bikers who could stop for a
meal and shop in our stores.

My family and I would love to have this trail to hike and
enjoy. So would many other Missouri families.

I am strongly opposed to the development of this trail. I feel
that any DNR money could be put to better use. I don't mind
paying taxes, but I am very concerned when there is
government waste of tax money. Most communities along this
trail have some sort of walking trail or lovely streets people
could walk on. Why do we need to spend money developing
more places to walk. Another big concern is the trail going
through rural areas where both sides are private. My family
owns a lot of land along where the trail will be. We remember
when the tracks were clear of brush. We always had
trespassers coming onto our land. There is no way to monitor
this along a trail like this in the rural areas. We had vandalism
and theft. We wonder if any of the supporters of this trail
would want someone walking in their back yard. That is
basically what will be happening to many people who own
property along this trail. Again I strongly oppose any tax
money being spent for this project. There are many more areas
where money could be spent and benefit more citizens. The
public roads is one example.

The Rock Island trail should be developed for immediate use.
It can only create more recreational options for bikers and
walkers in Missouri and will attract bicyclists from all over the
country. Please support the development of this trail.

Super excited about this trail and what it's going to do for our
community.

As a psychologist, I see the many mental health benefits of
having such a trail system throughout these areas. Decreased
depression, anxiety, loneliness, isolation, and boredom would
be beneficial for individuals; increased activity level, sense of

purpose, and feeling of belonging would also be a result for
many people. Positive side effects could be better self-esteem,
decreased self-consciousness, and improved social skills.
Physically, having a safe trail system would help people get
into better shape and get fresh air and sunshine.

Regarding the economy in the areas where the trail will go
through, more money will be spent in these towns, which will
boost businesses and individuals alike. These areas will be
seen as more desirable to some people, who will visit more
often and spend more money. I have no reason to go to Bland,
Missouri, but a trail system that goes through the town may
result in a stop at the quick shop and local eatery.

The trail system is a win-win for outdoor enthusiasts as well as
locals.

I SUPPORT THIS PROJECT. This is an excellent plan and
will provide revenue and health care benefits.

This project will not only provide a wonderful outdoor
experience for all ages but will help make the surrounding
area a lovely park instead of just an over grown path through
the various towns and byways. It will certainly promote the
natural resources of our wonderful state of Missouri by
providing a road or pathway in which everyone can enjoy the
natural beauty of our surroundings. I certainly hope the DNR
will confirm the agreement.

I strongly support the Rock Island Trail and hope you will
support the Rock Island Trail and accept the Rock Island
corridor from Ameren later this year. Great trails improve
public health, increase property values for surrounding land
owners, increase tourism dollars, and have many other
benefits for the community and state. As an lowa native, |
grew up witnessing how a strong bike culture benefits
communities and economies with RAGBRAII. I would like to
see Missouri become a state known for it's biking
infrastructure.

Thank you.

The department should do this as soon as possible. My
understanding is that this is the first step needed to further
develop the trail into a hiking/biking/recreational trail.
Missouri and the towns along the trail need this resource, and
it will bring Missouri world wide notice for something other
than Ferguson. It would be used by both Missourians, US
citizens, and others. The benefits of trails like these are well
known, both for health and recreation, and also for economic
impact.

Without knowing all the nuances involved, the department
should move ahead as quickly as possible with the acquisition
and development of the trail and ancillary resources.

Many people, including myself, would be willing to donate
$$$ and time to make this happen for the benefit of our
communities along the trail!!!

I strongly support the Rock Island Trail and hope you will
support the Rock Island Trail and accept the Rock Island
corridor from Ameren later this year.

I strongly support the Rock Island Trail and hope you will
support the Rock Island Trail and accept the Rock Island
corridor from Ameren later this year.



Thank you for your consideration.

Very good use of the old railroad. Will have a tremendous
positive financial impact on small rural communities that are
along this trail. Many of which are struggling with declining
populations and revenues. I currently live in Eldon, a large
factor when purchasing my home last year was the proximity
to the trail.I know I must not be the only one thinking the
same. Also this trail will greatly improve the walkability of
many small rural communities as many of them are unable to
maintain decent sidewalks due to financial constraints. A
walking trail through the middle of many of these towns will
encourage people to get out and walk instead of driving.
Which in turn leads to an improvement in the health and lives
of those living within many of these small lower income
communities. The impacts are already visible as people are
investing in the communities. Plans have been laid out in
Eldon for several properties to be developed that are currently
vacant and deteriorating. The long term social and economic
benefits of this project are sure to greatly out shadow the cost
to build and maintain.

I live in rural Gasconade County. I try not to leave the area
any more than [ have to, but when I do, I have come to realize
what a rarity it is to be able to still enjoy the rural life. People
don't realize what they have here. True freedom. I can hunt,
fish, work the garden, walk the dog, you name it without
leaving the farm. This may not seem to have anything to do
with the Rock Island Trail, but it does. I don't want this area to
change. I personally don't know any adult in this area that
owns a bicycle. Consider the farmers & homeowners along the
trail. If you are sitting on the back porch enjoying the sunset,
do you want a bunch of people in blue spandex and helmets
coming through your back yard? The trail project is catered to
one specific personal interest group at the cost of all the
taxpayers. There are local business people that think the trail
will be a big boon to the local economies. I think they are
fooling themselves. I would like to see a referendum vote on
the issue, in the counties affected. I predict the trail would be
rejected.

YES to the Rock Island Trail!
Governor Greitens: I wholeheartedly support development of
this trail especially since a portion of it runs through
communities in our newspaper coverage area which have
already expressed public support for creating walking and
biking paths in towns including: to connect with the school
campus (Owensville), with the city park and downtown
(Belle), a safe walking path off of U.S. 50 for students in
Gerald moving from home to school, and continued tourism
development in Rosebud.

Our previous state parks director was actively involved in the
acquisition of this railbed (as it's railbanked) and Ameren
seems ready to give it to the state once salvage operations are
finalized.

Please help make this happen. A trail like this will continue to
help small towns in our region attract visitors and tourism
dollars.

The Rock Island Trail Project will open many opportunities to
small communities along the trail. We will be able to share the
beauty of our rural are with many people. I think it is a plus to
our state and all of us.

I very much hope you are able to complete this wonderful
project. It will benefit every community it connects.
Highways and county roads are so unsafe for bikes. Long haul
routes like this save lives!

I think the trail is a good idea to provide local recreation and
also to attract more tourism to the area. I think it will be great
if kids are able to cycle to Owensville school using the trail.
Please! We want this trail. What's boon for Missouri tourism.
Cyclist want to ride border to border. Please continue making
this trail a reality.

I strongly support this agreement and the development of
Rock Island Trail. I urge you to move forward with this work
for the great benefit to recreation and tourism in Missouri.
Please, I have wanted this for as long as it has been even a
thought of a proposal. I have worked on and off for over 20
years to further the rails to trails type projects in Missouri. I
love the KATY and have ridden its entire length. This project
is just as important and brings with it all of the same benefits.
I likely needn't explain to the DNR the various ecological,
economic and human benefits bicycling and hiking brings to
both humans and the ecosystem. But governor Greitens,
please, I am far from a single issue voter. Don't make me
regret voting for you. I'd like to see you complete another
term, but not at the expense of bicycle infrastructure I have
worked 20 years to see to fruition. It is so close to being
complete. Don't tear that away from me, us and our posterity.
Making the Rock Island Corridor happen is the right thing to
do, not just for Missouri, but for our nation and our future
generations. [ am so thankful for these agencies (DNR, Mo
Dept. of Conservation etc)and our natural areas and parks. I
think about the hikes, float trips, camping trips, swimming,
bicycling, hunting, birding etc. that I and my friends, relatives
and now my children enjoy. This provides more of the same
for generations to come. Thank you for your time and
consideration.

As a former employee of Missouri State Parks, I am familiar
with the budgetary and management concerns involving the
Rock Island corridor. However, even with those
considerations in mind, the option to enter into an Interim
Trail Use Agreement on the corridor is a one-of-a-kind
opportunity that the state should not let pass by. The trail
would create a nearly 400-mile loop that would attract visitors
from across the nation and build on the international success
of Katy Trail State Park. I addition, as with the Katy Trail,
small towns along the new trail would enjoy increased
visitation and economic benefit. In my former position with
the park system, I heard from many supporters throughout the
state who felt the same. I encourage the state to proceed with
railbanking and move forward with the development of the
trail as time and resources allow.



I know this corridor will bring opportunities for community
growth and prosperity. It has our families full suppport.

Go forth we love our trails. We use the trailhead in Leeton
daily to walk the dogs, run, and bike, what a great resource.
My family is very excited about the new Rock Island bike
trail. It will be wonderful to have a long-distance bike trail that
is closer to Rolla, our home town. We plan to spend many
weekends on this trail!

Looking today at the Katy Trail -- a trail I have walked and
biked many times over the years -- [ am grateful for the vision
and efforts of those who made it possible. I doubt that even the
most optimistic of those early trail supporters envisioned the
success it has become today. The Katy has resurrected dozens
of communities along its route, provided new business
opportunities to small entrepreneurs, brought thousands of
tourists (and their dollars) to the Show-Me State, and provides
miles of affordable recreational and fitness activities for
families and individuals.

Another such opportunity exists with the Rock Island Trail
project. It would be shame to let it slip through our fingers
after years of hard work by so many dedicated people. The
Rock Island could be another jewel in Missouri's parks and
recreation system, replicating what the Katy has done for the
state and its citizens. Please, follow the vision of those early
supporters and enablers of the Katy Trail.

I believe you should enter the project it has the potential to
add tourism and money to local economies while adding
something the local communities can use.

I strongly support the Rock Island Trail and hope you will
support the Rock Island Trail and accept the Rock Island
corridor from Ameren later this year.

I strongly support the Rock Island Trail and hope you will
support the Rock Island Trail and accept the Rock Island
corridor from Ameren later this year.

PLEASE follow through with the Rock Island Trail Project.
With the obesity health crisis, these types of recreational
jewels provide opportunities for all ages to get out and
exercise and enjoy nature at little to no cost by walking,
jogging, cycling or horseback riding the trails. They are also
economic generators for the towns along the trail. My family
likes to cycle. Not only on trails close to where we live (in the
KC area), but everywhere. We frequently travel with our
bikes, staying in hotels along the way, eating in restaurants,
shopping, etc. as we ride the various trails. The more trails
available, and the longer the trails, the more people will travel
to experience them. We have biked the entire Katy Trail, and
have ridden trails as far away as Alaska. And after being run
off the road in my own residential neighborhood and breaking
my collar bone on July 4, 2016 (very thankful that I wasn't hit
and killed), I will be looking for even more trails to ride
because they are much safer and more relaxing to ride than
any road. Please don't let this jewel slip away from the people

of Missouri - as that is what it truly will be when it is finished.
Thank you.

I am not sure how I feel about a trail coming through our
town. I do know that if it does, the pallet yard in our town
needs to be gotten rid of. It is a serious hazard. I do think that
the trail might also boost the economy in our small town.

I AM VERY AGAINST THIS TRAIL. THIS WILL GO THE
FULL LENGTH OF THE BACKSIDE OF MY PROPERTY.
THIS WAS SUPPOSED TO BE REVERTED BACK TO
THE LANDOWNERS. WHAT HAPPENED TO THAT? OR
OUR SAY SO? THIS IS THE ONLY PLACE WE HAVE TO
DEER HUNT, AND TARGET PRACTICE AND I DO NOT
WANT PEOPLE TRESPASSING ON OUR LAND. I THINK
ITS ABSOLUTELY INSANE TO SPEND ALL THIS
MONEY ON SOMETHING THAT WILL RARELY BE
USED. YOU CAN BET, THAT I WILL HAVE MY POSTS
PAINTED PURPLE AND TONS OF NO TRESPASSING
SIGNS PUT UP, AND WE WILL CONTINUE TO HUNT
AND DO AS WE DO ON OUR PROPERTY NOW. THINK
ITS A SHAME THAT THE LAND WAS PROMISED BACK
TO LANDOWNERS WHEN THE RAILROAD WENT OUT,
AND NOW BIG WHIGS AND HIGHER UPS DONT CARE
ABOUT THE OWNERS AND JUST DO AS THEY DAMN
WELL PLEASE WITH SOMETHING THAT IS NOT
THEIRS...OH AND ON ANOTHER NOTE. THOSE THAT
FEEL THEY NEED TO TRESPASS, I WILL HAVE THEM
ARRESTED

Worse idea ever... To many people target practing and deer
hunting.....

I strongly support the Rock Island Trail and hope you will
support the Rock Island Trail and accept the Rock Island
corridor from Ameren later this year. The Trail is an amazing
public-private partnership, with Ameren donating property
worth millions of dollars and private and local donors lined up
to contribute millions of dollars to the success of the project.
But we need Missouri State Parks to take the necessary steps
to make all of this private investment possible--that is the
"public" part of the public-private partnership. Trails have
huge bipartisan support in Missouri that cuts across political
and geographical lines. This internationally significant trail
system, benefitting communities across the heart of Missouri,
will be a major part of Governor Greitens' legacy.

Please consider supporting this trail.

Please get this process started and funded.

I support the Rock Island trail development. We need to have
resources for families to do activities together. Our society is
to saturated with electronics. It's refreshing to have resources
that provide opportunities for people to get out into nature and
get refreshed from those experiences.

I think it is great!! Families can utilize the trail, educate their
kids on wildlife and enjoy our rural scenery!

What a great idea. Any time multiple communities combine to
support public parks and recreation areas, the citizens of those
communities bond and benefit in multiple ways.



I live about about a half mile from the trail. I can't wait until
it's done so I can take my sons with their bikes.

This project is a great idea for the small, dying town located
along it, such as Versailles and Stover. Imagine the tourism
boost it can provide! It also would allow area residents access
to a trail instead of driving an hour to the Katy. I sincerely
hope the Governor pursues this for the betterment of Missouri.
I strongly support the Department of Natural Resources
entering into an interim Trail Use Agreement and the Rock
Island Trail Project.

I strongly support the Rock Island Trail and hope you will
support the Rock Island Trail and accept the Rock Island
corridor from Ameren later this year. I live in the City of St.
Louis, and believe that funding trails is money well spent. The
recreactional, economic development and health benefits are
well documented. This is a window of opportunity that must
be seriously considered, for the benefit of Missourians and our
future generations.

I currently use the portion of the Rock Island Trail that is
completed. Although the some of the neighboring land owners
are apprehensive, I find numerous people who live a short
distance from the trail making use of it. These are folks who
may not have been physically active, but are using the trail to
improve their health. I believe the number of people who will
use and benefit from the trail more than offset the concerns of
local land owners. Other rails to trails conversions in the state
have not brought new crime (major or petty) into areas
covered by the trails.

This project is important for the health of Missouri citizens as
well as for the incredible possibility for tourism dollars. Only
yesterday I spoke with the campground director at Windsor.
The spur from Pleasant Hill to Windsor has only been open for
six months and has already received visitors from 6 countries
and most of the states of the Union. I live in Sedalia comma
and [ wish to say that if you are not aware of the tourism
dollars that the Katy Trail has generated for Missouri, then
you have your head in the sand. To me, this is an absolute no-
brainer. This project will create a Trail Loop that will draw
twice as many visitors as the Katy Trail draws already.

Please. This trail would be amazing for so many reasons!

The Rock Island Trail will provide a natural approach to
fitness for Missouri residents. It will provide fitness and
entertainment together.

The trail will provide an economic boon to communities near
and along the trail.

I support the completion of the Rock Island Trail Project. As a
Sedalia resident, I have witnessed the economic impact of the
Katy Trail. I have spoken to people from all over the world
who have visited Missouri because of the trail. The final 144
miles would create a loop that would certainly more than
double the attractiveness of the trail both to individuals and to
the burgeoning list of touring companies who lead groups on
the trail. All of this means $$$$$$$!!!! for Missourians.

I can also speak personally as one of the many people whose
physical health has taken a dramatic turn for the better from
the physical activity that safe cycling provides.

This is an exceptional opportunity for the access to and
development of property to give the residents of Missouri trail
system unlike any other in the nation. It would be a mistake
not to take advantage of this opportunity not only for what it
would mean to the citizens and taxpayers of this state but as a
national attraction and for tourism for Missouri. I fully support
the DNR moving forward with this agreement as I think it is
good for Missouri.

My family is 100 percent for the trail. It will mean SO much
for our community. It could be an economic boost for our
town (Belle).It could possibly be a safe passage to a proposed
elementary school. A safe place to ride bikes,walk or jog . All
the communities along the trail will benefit from it.

I strongly support the Rock Island Trail. The larger the trail
system, the further people will travel to visit it and the longer
they will stay. With the Katy Trail and Rock Island Trail
together, Missouri will have a trail system that will bring
travelers from all over the world--even more than currently
visit the Katy Trail. That will be an economic boon for rural
communities along the trail, and my understanding is that
those communities are unanimous in supporting the Rock
Island Trail. My husband and I have enjoyed bike trips on the
Katy Trail, and we hope to have the opportunity to take bike
trips on the Rock Island Trail in the future.

I fully support the Rock Island Trail Project and rails to trails
in general. I think it is a great use of a resource that should be
embraced as a unique standout attraction in Missouri. So much
effort was put into building these roadbeds by American
hands. It would be a waste and an insult to continue to let
them become overgrown and unused. Money will inevitability
flow into small communities that line the trail and they will
surely see redevelopment that encourages small businesses,
restaurants, and recreational opportunities that everyone can
agree will help rural Missouri.

I would strongly encourage the state lawmakers to support the
development of the 144 miles of the Rock Island railway into
a trail system. The current trail system is constantly used and
very beneficial in many ways. I know people that come from
out of state just to use the trail from Kansas City to St Louis
which brings in lots of revenue for the state. The new trail
would bring in more people getting exercise which promotes
the health of our state citizens. The improved health will cut
down on medical expenses and should save the state money. |
could go on and on about the benefits but you get the message.
[ urge you to approve the development of the proposed trail.
Thanks. If you have any questions please feel free to contact

me.

I have never been in favor of any of these projects, first and
foremost once the trains stopped using the tracks, the land
should have gone back to the landowner. The Government and



Corporations in the past have been able to take what they
wanted from the landowners and use it to put profits in their
pockets, now when they have milked all they can from it,
should go back to the landowner plain and simple. Black is
Black and White is White Oh my, I am quoting common
sense, something the government and big wigs do not have.

I fully support the Rock Island Trail Extension. I have ridden
my bike on the Katy Trail from Clinton to St. Charles and
supporting many MO small business along the way. If it's
extended, I'll ride it again.

This is good for Missouri and the entire region.

The success of the Katy Trail should indicate the importance
of adding the Rock Island Trail to the state trail system. The
RIT will be a great complement and alternative to the Katy
and will help support the communities located along the trail.
Gov. Greitens needs to accept the 144 miles of the RIT.

That would be a great use for many citizens and would allow
for a safe environment to be utilized to promote healthy living.
The 'Rails to Trails' program nationwide has been an
economic and health benefit to those citizens living around
and near the converted rail lines. Communities which
otherwise are passed by by people looking for something to
do, a recreation activity, a family experience, a fun way to
spend a day are visited when they are on or near a trail created
by reusing abandoned railroad right of ways. I am an adult
who votes regularly, a true independent voter, as is my wife.
We enjoy biking ourselves and last week purchased two new
bikes for our teen twin granddaughters. I have ridden the Katy
Trail and have participated in the MS 150 bike fundraiser.
Biking promotes health, wellness and staves off many bad
effects of modern diet/lifestyle. Please consider supporting the
new Rock Island rail corridor expansion of Missouri's trail

system. Out of state visitors also enjoy riding new (to them)
tail. Thank you
I personally think it's great idea if we clean up that part of
town it goes through in Stover because it looks terrible. Also
will there be someone patrolling it because for one [ am a
woman and I don't feel comfortable running on that side of
town by myself
I'm so ready for this trail. My house is located right near it and
I want to use it daily. I jog and bike the Katy Trail now but it
is at least 30 minutes away
I strongly support the Rock Island Trail and hope you will
support the Rock Island Trail and accept the Rock Island
corridor from Ameren later this year. What a boost this could
be for our economy all across the state and connecting to the
Katy Trail would make Missouri the place to go for those
wanting a long extended trail. I cannot see the negative side of
continuing with this project. Bringing more people to Missouri
for tourism is always a win-win.
Dear DNR board memmbers,

My nephew and i just finished a portion of the completed
section of the Rock Island Trail. We road from Pleasant Hills
to Metford and we had a great experience. The trail is very

smooth and rideable. I want to encourage you to accept the
144 miles of the Rock Island corridor so we can continue
development of the Rock island trail. The town of Pleasant
Hills has already seen the addition of several new stores
because of the trail. I know that there is a great deal of
expense involved in making trails, but i feel that the cost
would be offset by the increase in tax revenues generated by
the addition of new stores.

The Katy Trail brought in 10 million dollars to towns along
the Katy Trail. I believe the Rock Island Trail will do
more.The scenery along the eastern portion is stunning.
PLEASE see this as a unique opportunity that you should not
overook.

I strongly support the Rock Island Trail Project, and urge the
Governor to sign the bill.

Hi, I strongly support the Rock Island Trail and hope you will
support the Rock Island Trail and accept the Rock Island
corridor from Ameren later this year. We always have the
chance to be an advocate for health and well being and I think
the image of the state improves the more ways we promote
healthy lifestyles. Please allow this to happen. Thank you very
much.

The rock island trail would be an economic boost for the small
towns that the railroad runs through. Business owners are
enthused about this project in hopes of boosting current
businesses and new, upcoming businesses. There has already
been properties purchased close to the proposed trail with
hopes of traffic through these small towns that currently have
very little sales tax coming in. This proposed trail would put
Missouri on the map for the most connecting trails on earth. It
offers the most scenic trail with the tunnels and bridges it has
to offer, right here in Missouri. I am an avid bike rider and
also have a farm background. I know that some farmers along
the proposed trail are against this project saying that it invades
their privacy and there will be trash left on the trail. These
ideas are coming from people who have never been on the
katy trail or know the condition of it. Bike riders/walkers
appreciate having the katy trail and are very respectful of it.
There is never trash and if a farmer is along side of it working,
they are more than happy when a rider stops by for a visit.
Let's put MISSOURI on the map for the most connecting
miles of trails and get those trail enthusiast from all across the
map to come to MISSOURI and ride our trails and spend their
money.

I believe the trail will be a tremendous asset for our
community in Belle Missouri. It is my hope that it will bring
additional businesses and buyers to this area. Belle has been
dormant for the last 30 years since the rails quit operating. The
Rock Island Trail will be our chance to shine again. Dear
Governor please support the trail and allow it to continue with
all funds necessary. Thank you.

I support the construction of the Rock Island Trail. Given the
20+ year success of the Katy Trail investment in expanding
our world class rails-to-trails system is a wise use of our tax
dollars. Development of this trail will enhance quality of life
in communities adjacent to the trail and in the surrounding
area as well as bring additional tax revenue into Missouri.



The Rock Island Trail extension is a huge amenity for the
State of Missouri. The trail will help our state attract millenials
to live in Missouri, aiding the development of technology
companies and modern manufacturing. It is critical that we
continue to develop our state as a modern attractive place to
live.

The trail will support economic development along the route
of the trail as well, improving local small economies and the
tourist industry in our state.

Let's get this trail going already! So many small businesses
and communities are looking forward to this development. 1
personally cannot wait to use the trail!

Stop stalling and get this going!

These smaller communities will finally have a golden
opportunity to bring some revenue in. [ am all for it!

I am very excited to see the old rail be refurbished and active
once again. I feel like some of our once large train towns that
are now almost non-existing will thrive and grow once again
with the increased revenue that bikers and hikers will bring in.
America is always looking for ways to get out and be active
for the next generation, and this is a fantastic way to do just
that. Missouri is called the "Show me State" so let’s show the
world what we have to offer. The hills and valleys, the rivers
and the plains, the bridges and tunnels and the beautiful small
towns and amazing farmlands. I feel like stalling a project,
that is already well on its way, will be a terrible mistake.
There are people all over the world making plans to visit
Missouri and the largest connecting trail in the world. We
need to jump on this opportunity quickly and increase our
outside revenue! I truly hope this project will not be delayed
any further.

Trails help the Missouri economy, particularly in more rural
areas that can have trouble attracting visitors. Trails are good
for Missouri families, providing free entertainment and
bonding time. Missouri's place as the best trails state can and
should be strengthened.

Governor Greitens and DNR Staff:

I strongly support the Rock Island Trail and hope you will
support the Rock Island Trail and accept the Rock Island
corridor from Ameren later this year with the idea of making it
a Missouri State Park similar to the Katy Trail. The Katy Trail
is a wonderful recreation resource that is well known
nationwide as one of the most beautiful and friendly hiking
and biking trail in the United States. And it generates about
$20 million dollars in economic development in the
community along the trail. We have the opportunity to create a
unique 500 mile biking loop along both sides of the Missouri
River from St. Louis to Kansas City and back.

Bike trails are a huge asset to the state and its population.
They promote tourism, health, and a wonderful outdoor
experience. They are a great value with little upkeep. I fully
support the Rock Island Trail.

To Whom It May Concern,

I wanted to write and express my EXTREME excitement at
the prospect of the Rock Island Trail being converted into

biking/hiking trail!!!! I've ridden the full MKT trail 10+ times
and sections of it countless times with lots and lots of my
friends and family! We absolutely love it and see what a
tremendous asset it is to our state!!! It brings in so many
people from all over the world who we meet along the trail
which as a bonus adds tourism revenue dollars to our economy
and enhances the attractiveness of our state to visitors!!! So
this is why we can't wait to see the RIT finished and
completed as soon as possible!!!! We all our chomping at the
bit to see it fully completed so we can all enjoy the new
scenery and explore more of our amazingly beautiful state by
biking and hiking!!! Thanks so much for your time and
attention in reading this! Have an amazing rest of your day
and week!!!

I think this would be wonderful! The Katy Trail has been such
a wonderful addition to our state and has provided huge
recreational and economic impacts for small towns all along
the trail. I think the proposed Rock Island Trail would provide
similar benefits and enable people to bike or commute from
town to town all along the trail. They could even connect to
the Katy Trail and do a much longer cross state ride than is
now possible. I strongly support the development of the trail.

[ am a resident of Illinois. I have spent much time in Missouri
using the KATY Trail, and consequently spent much money in
the small towns along the trail. I strongly urge MoDNR to
enter into an Interim Trail Use Agreement for the Rock Island
Trail Project. It is no secret the economic impact the KATY
Trail has on its small towns. The small towns along the Rock
Island corridor deserve the same chance at prosperity. I grew
up in a rural area where the small towns are shrinking and
dying and a resource such as the Rock Island Trail can do
much to prevent that. The combined resource of the KATY
Trail and the proposed Rock Island Trail loop would draw tens
of thousands of bicycle tourists on an annual basis from all
over the world. No other state yet has such a resource and
economic engine.

Trails and greenways provide a variety of benefits that
ultimately affect the sustainability of a region’s economic,
environmental, and social health. These benefits include:
Creating Value and Generating Economic Activity
Improving Bicycle and Pedestrian Transportation

Improving Health through Active Living

Clear Skies, Clean Rivers, and Protected Wildlife

Protecting People and Property from Flood Damage
Enhancing Cultural Awareness and Community Identity
Numerous studies have made the positive link between trails
and their benefits abundantly clear.

Missouri Needs to expand Bike/Ped Connectivity!

I strongly recommend that the state proceed with plans to
acquire and develop the Windsor-Beaufort segment of the
Rock Island Trail. All evidence suggests that this trail, like the
Katy Trail, will be a real boon to Missouri, from the
standpoint of public health, opportunities for safe family
recreation, and economic benefits to businesses and towns
along the trail. Missouri has already gained national notice
because of the extent & quality of its recreational trails. I hope
we can build on this momentum.



We chose to live in the country to be left alone. I'm not real
excited about putting a walking trail through our backyards.
Most thieves are too lazy, but you offer them a nice sneaky
path in and out of properties and they will find it.

My family lives in the small town of Owensville, MO. This
town is struggling. Small businesses open but can't stay open
because there is no new traffic to sustain them and the current
population cannot support them. With the news of the new
bike trail, people are becoming inspired to try again. It would
mean a constant flow of people who stop to eat, shop, and
remember what they have seen. We want them to come back
by bike or by car. Please! Make this a priority for the small
towns in the trail's path.

If this will facilitate completion I'm all for it. We love the
Katy and really look forward to the Rock Island -- and visiting
more Missouri small towns and spending money!

Very excited about the Rock Island Trail coming to Eldon. I
believe it will be beneficial to our community economically,
recreationally, as well as health benefit. We own land adjacent
to the trail and support its development!

The Rock Island Trail is an amazing opportunity for Missouri
to add to what is already a world class nature based tourism
industry. Let's be honest, this thing is a sure fire money maker
for the state. Once completed, it will create a loop with the
Katy and create the longest rail to trail in the nation! You only
have to look at the Katy Trail to see the economic impact this
could have, and the Katy isn't even through as pretty a
landscape as the Rock Island will be.

This is a potential tourist magnet and an endless asset to the
Missouri park system. All the forgotten towns along this
corridor will be rediscovered and profit from it. This trail
should be completed as soon as possible.

We moved here from New Mexico where we enjoyed hiking,
backpacking, and biking on lots of land owned by the people.
We can't do as much of that here in Missouri, but we do have
the wonderful Katy Trail. We have ridden the trail three times
so far, and we were excited to hear about the opening of the
Rock Island Trail. Please continue to support the development
of rails-to-trails bike trails in Missouri. Thank you for your
time!

I think this trail link, the MoRIT, would be an economic
engine for the state. Bringing communities back to life,
generating tourism dollars, lowering healthcare costs, and
protecting a strip of recreational land for future Missourians.
PLEASE make this trail a priority, for our state and our
people.

Thanks!

Please develop the Rock Island trail. It would be a wonderful
asset and bring many tourists to Missouri!

This sounds like a great idea to me

I think it would be wonderful because it will get the bike
riders close to Eldon a place to get on the trails without having

to go all the way to Jeff City. I am looking forward to being
this close to a trail. I am 78 years old and enjoy riding my bike
20 to 40 miles at a time and would do so more than I do now if
the trail was opened through Eldon. I ride 5 miles everyday
but on a street in Camdenton and would feel safer and enjoy it
a lot more with a trail as close as Eldon. And I could get my
grandchildren back on bikes for them to enjoy the sport as
much as my husband and I do.

We live close to the community of Belle. The trail will run
directly through our community. I look forward to taking the
grand children biking on the trail and walking the trail in the
early mornings. Our community will receive a wonderful
boost by having an influx of tourists using the trail. It will be a
wonderful way to keep small towns alive and give our
children and adults, a place to exercise and enjoy the great
outdoors.

Governor, [ appreciate your attention to weather emergencies
in Missouri. I writing today to tell you about a need in small
communities like: Belle, Bland and Owensville. We have
lovely restaurants and businesses but they would greatly
benefit from a trail which would bring new visitors to our
communities. They struggle to survive each year. Once the
arrival of trains was a boost to their economies, now the future
could hold a new boost to these communities in the way of
tourists.

In addition, our youth and adults would love to ride the
recreational trails through their home towns.

I invite you to consider a day trip to our communities to visit
with our businesses and hear their stories. They will touch
your heart. Who knew that Belle would have a restaurant
specializing in Greek food.? Thank you for listening.

I fully support adding the Rock Island Trail. We need more
safe places to hike and bike long distances. Please consider
this for all Missourians.

This trail will have beautiful overlooks and is more scenic that
the parts of the Katie trail I am familiar with. I am excited to
see its beginning and know it will be a real boon to the towns
along its length.

I support the Missouri Rock Island Trail development through
mid-Missouri. It will provide an economic stimulus to the
towns along the trail. More importantly, it will provide a safe
place for Missouri youth to cycle, a healthy alternative to
sitting on the couch playing video games.

great

[ urge the DNR to pursue and enter into an Interim Trail Use
Agreement with the Missouri Central Railroad for the purpose
of developing the Rock Island Trail Project. Trails like this
enhance quality of life for all who live in or visit Missouri.
They can serve dual purposes in terms of being a recreation
and a transportation resource. Here in central lowa, the
Raccoon Valley River Trail and other central lowa trails
connect over 20 communities and make it possible for people
who live in those communities to use bicycles to commute to
work, shop, go to the movies or visit restaurants. Missouri's



Katy Trail is known around the world, a valuable resource and
sales tool for the state.

An investment in trail development today will return much
more over time. [ urge the DNR to be bold and visionary here.
Trails matter. Thank you.

The trail would help the economic growth of smaller
communities like our area. Plus it will be of recreational value
to families.

I strongly support the Rock Island Trail and hope you will as
well. As an avid runner and biker, I have had the pleasure of
using the Katy Trail on numerous occasions and I have seen
the positive effects it has had on the adjoining communities.
Living at the Lake of the Ozarks , there are not a lot of safe
options for running or biking. The Rock Island Trail will
change that and make those opportunities more accessible to
where I live, along with improving the economies of the small
towns along the trail. I hope you will consider accepting the
transfer of the Rock Island Trail from Ameren later this year.
Thank you!

This trail needs to be done, I rode the 47 miles already done
and met lots of people riding for they're health for there
families. If completed there will be many people from out of
state and country that will bring money to every community
along the trail, Thank You

While I am a train lover, and would love nothing more too see
trains operating on the old Rock Island Line, it is not worth the
expense to reopen the line. A railroad line is about generating
revenue, and the cost ratio to rebuild the infrastructure, laying
down new track, and other expenses will not justify the
revenue that could be generated. This was always a weak line
to begin with, as it was too late in the game when it was built.
However, is important to preserve the legacy of this line.
Although it pains me to admit this, as I see it, the best use of
this would be as a rail trail and state park. While I in all
likelihood would never truly be able to use the trail, the part
that is open now, is successful. It is my recommendation that
the DNR continues with the plans of pursuing the use as a
trail, instead of rail operations, or complete abandonment.
Let's move ahead with the trail and get this done. This will be
a positive economic driver of tourism and jobs to Missouri.
Missouri has put itself "on the map" with the development of
the Katy Trail, which has become a destination and provided
an economic benefit to the areas it travels. This would serve as
the same vehicle for positive change.

We tried to give our section directly for the trail but the "legal
process" has to occur first. We could save a lot of time and
money going directly for the trail.

Rock island trail would be great!

I think this section of trail would be an outstanding asset to the
local communities and an outstanding addition to the rails to
trails project in Missouri. For over twenty years, I have driven
by numerous sections of this trail - along Hwy 54 from Eldon
heading northeast; the two spectacular bridges outside of

Stover which must have awesome views of the landscape west
of Stover (never brave enough to try to walk the existing
bridges); saw the eliminination of the bridge over Hwy 52
between Stover and Cole Camp (I think it was removed
because of the low clearance); and the trail section over Hwy
65 south of Sedalia. When this trail is built, I hope some
connection can be made into the Jefferson City area, so that a
person could bike the Katy trail west out of the Jefferson City
area (or Columbia, MO) arrive in Sedalia and then use the
Rock Island to head east through the small towns mentioned
above and return back to their home base whether it be
Jefferson City or Columbia. I can't wait to see bikers on those
stretches of the Rock Island visible from major roadways! |
have waited for over 20 years to see this happen.
Congratulations to the local communities (Eldon and
Versailles) that have finally embraced this wonderful idea of
bringing bikers and hikers into their communities.

I strongly support the Rock Island Trail and hope you will
support the Rock Island Trail and accept the Rock Island
corridor from Ameren later this year.

Our bicycling trail systems in Missouri help bring in much
money to our state. People are constantly looking for new
places to enjoy outdoor recreation. Bicyclists bring money into
our state at an alarming rate because they know how much
effort has been put in setting up, building, and repairing our
trails. We are known as a great place for bicycling - we
continue to benefit from long range planning. Please help us to
continue to attract families who are looking for safe places for
family outings. Thank you!

Trail coming right behind my house how am I going to keep
thieves out ?

The trails are a great oppportunity for people to realize the
natural beauty of Missouri, which is awesome. It seems like
more SAFE, no frills campgrounds along the trails would be
nice for the hikers and bikers that can't always pay for bed and
breakfast accommodations, or for those who just like the
rugged, natural environment experience. Thank You

My husband and I are totally excited about the development of
the Rock Island trail. We use the Katy Trail to ride bikes and
walk our dogs, but have to drive quite a distance to get to a
trail head. We live in Rosebud, Mo and think the trail will
bring both recreational and business opportunities to our little
town. If the DNR will help get the project up and running
more quickly as well as making sure it is done in an
environmentally responsible way, then I think that will be a
great partnership.

We need this trail

Please enter into the Interim Trail Use Agreement. A lot of
people have put a lot of effort into getting to this point. If you
(DNR) won't/can't contribute funds to its construction, so be it.
Let the cities along the trail build their pieces, create further
enthusiasm for the trail, and the push for funds will come later
on (hopefully with an actual park-friendly administration at
that point). Ultimately, the trail can go forward with or
without DNR on board, so why be obstructionists to its



completion? Your participation, at whatever level initially,
will help expedite the overall process. I fully support DNR's
participation in the Rock Island Trail Project,.

I totally support the development of the Rock Island Trail
Project, understanding the economic impact the Trail will
have. I fail to see why Department of Natural Resources
would be the Agency being involved in the agreement with
Missouri Central Railroad, when common sense seems to
dictate that the State Department of Parks should be that
agency!

Thank you for your consideration in allowing my comment.

I believe that this would being even more rider/tourists from
around the world to Missouri. It would be an economic boon
to Missouri and all the small communities along the Trail. The
price is certainly right.

The Rock Island Trail is an essential part of Missouri's bicycle
infrastructure and is very important to myself and my bicycle
riding group. Please show some vision and support the Rock
Island Trail.

I plan and lead trips on Missouri's bicycle trails, especially the
Katy Trail. My average trip includes 7 riders. My wife and I
recently rode the Bike Across Missouri (350 miles). Bicycling
is an important activity and source of revenue for Missouri.
Please support the Rock Island Trail.

Make sure you are totally familiar with DNR's stipulations are
they can become very hard to work with once an agreement is
signed.

The trail would bring lots of tourism to the area and possibly
rejuvenate many of the little towns dotted along its path.

I for one am very excited about it because it backs onto my
property and we can access it right from our back yard.

Dear Governor Greitens,

I complete this survey as I ride the Amtrak River Mule train
from Kirkwood to Lees Summit after completing the Katy
Trail Ride 2017. This is my 4th ride across Missouri on the
Katy Trail State Park. The park is a beautiful example of a
rails to trails project that many Missourians and others from
all over the world enjoy annually. The economic contribution
to Missouri is substantial and sustainable.

I live in Pleasant Hill, Mo where the Rock Island currently
begins the journey eastward to Windsor where there is a
connection to the Katy Trail. We have seen much economic
development already happening in Pleasant Hill and other
communities along the Rock Island Trail. The completion of
the trail would once again put Missouri at the forefront of trail
enthusiasts across the nation. A 500 mile trail loop through
some of Missouri most beautiful countryside is not only easily
marketable and profitable, but doable and necessary for
outdoor enjoyment. We are on the cusp of a historic project.
To abandon this project would be tragic and a gut wrenching
disappointment for so many communities in its path. Many
thousands of others would be disappointed at the prospect of
never riding the Rock Island Trail.

As an outdoor enthusiast and average cyclist, I urge you to
support the Rock Island Trail project. You would continue
your good work at bringing more jobs to Missouri. Business

development is a natural result of these projects. My wife and
I are considering several projects that are a direct result of the
Rock Island Trail in Pleasant Hill.

Governor Greitens, I urge you to be historic and heroic and
support the completion of the Rock Island Trail. I humbly
invite you and your beautiful family to Pleasant Hill to ride the
beginning of the Rock Island Trail just as your predecessor,
Governor Jay Nixon, did when he cut the ribbon opening this
new state park.

Thanks for iour support,

I wholeheartedly support this additional trail.

It will be great for citizens, both as a recreational opportunity
for the citizens and for it's ability to bring in visitors from out
of state (which brings in business and tax revenue).

I moved to Missouri from a neighboring state partly because
of Missouri being a strong supporter of trails and state parks. I
live in Joplin and frequent all the trails in this area as well as
in the state. The great success of the Katy trail should make
this decision even easier. It truly would enhance what is
already a destination trail. People come from all over the
country to experience it. I strongly support the Rock Island
Trail and hope you will support the Rock Island Trail and
accept the Rock Island corridor from Ameren later this year.

I strongly support the development of the Rock Island Trail. I
love to ride my bike on trails. I live at the Lake of the Ozarks
and there aren't many safe (or flat) areas to ride here. I prefer
trails. I ride frequently on the Katy Trail but access to the
Rock Island Trail would be closer to access for me.

I live in Lake Ozark. Two years ago I had a hip replacement
and can't run anymore. I've replaced running with cycling, but
there simply isn't any safe place to ride around the Lake.
Having access to this type of trail 10 minutes away in Eldon
would be immensely beneficial....... I can't speak to the
economic impact of such a trail, but I ride the Katy once a
week and have met people from all over world on a regular
basis. I don't see another trail as a redundancy at all, but as just
another reason for trail riders to want to come to Missouri.
All for Rails To Trails / similar projects. Love them and use
them.

My family and I have enjoyed the Katy Trail for years and
have personally seen what great tourist it brings to our state. I
support the Interim-Trail use agreeement.

I strongly support the efforts to complete the Rock Island Trail
project. It is an opportunity to create a unique recreational
system for the state of Missouri. It would make a huge stretch
of land that once had a productive use once again useful. Its
recreational possibilities would be of great interest to huge
numbers of people far beyond the State of Missouri and would
have a beneficial economic impact on the many small
communities that lie along the trail.

The corridor should be preserved whether as a trail or a
railroad. If future traffic projections are correct the current



corridors across the state will be at max capacity by 2050.
Another corridor maybe needed then. This corridor is not in a
major river flood plan. Reconstruction will be expensive but
with right marketing team to generate new business the profits
from new businesses if planned right could recover the
expense of reconstruction in a few years. As a side note the
BNSF line from Saint Louis to Memphis was being discussed
for sale or abandonment acct there was not enough local
business to support it but had lots of thru freight business for
the BNSF to reconside their decision.

I strongly support to immediate construction of the Rock
Island trail. I will use it and spend hundreds of dollars at local
businesses each year.

This week I rode the Katy trail from Clinton to Jefferson City
and spent about $500 at local hotels and restaurants.

Rails to trails is important to small town growth, healthier
lifestyles for people and provide safer ways to bicycle versus
the roads. It will bring tourists to the trails and help Missouri's
economy.

Please, please continue the effort to develop the Rock Island
Trail. We live outside of Rolla, and drive to the Katy Trail to
enjoy the ride without cars!!! We are beyond excited to think
we will only have to drive as far as Belle to access the Rock
Island Trail. And we foresee lots of people from this area
doing the same! YES.....please develop the trail!

The completion of this trail is essential to building tourist use
for the longest bike trail in the country. This project should
have Missouris full support

Please support conversion of the former Rock Island Railroad
corridor to recreational use. The KATY trail has been such a
tremendous resource for our state. So many people visit from
out of state to use it and spend money in towns along the trail.
I have hundreds of friends that make use of it frequently and
most of them had never bicycled much before that. Keep our
state citizens happy and healthy with this opportunity!

This is an outstanding project!

I hope that the trail use becomes available as soon as it's
transferred later this year. I plan on using the trail for many
health related activities with family and friends. I think that
MO will highly benefit from the opening of the 144 mile
corridor. Please get this going as soon as it's feasible!

Can see no reason that this is not a great idea for health,
wellness, families, community organizations, and economic
benefit to connected towns. This project has my full support!
U

My wife and I are from Harrisonville. We enjoy riding the
Katy trail so much that we bought a property in Windsor and
put a cabin on it. We are very close to where the two existing
trails meet. We have been on the new Rock Island spur several
times and very much look forward to being able to ride a 400
mile loop through Missouri. We also have friends who love to

use our cabin for family rides/weekends. Thanks for your help.

I think the bike trail is a great idea. It gets people outside
whether it be on bikes, running or walking; it's getting people
active. It also brings revenue in the small towns along the
trails. I think it would be a huge mistake to not go forward
with the transformation. I fully support it.

This trail will be a boon to the communities that it runs
through and a huge tourism draw to our fair state. I highly
endorse the use of this long vacant and abandoned rail corridor
as the next Missouri State park trail.

I am strongly in support of this project. I am a frequent rider
of the Katy trail and have ridden across the entire state twice.
This is a valuable resource for our citizens and communities.
Every time I ride the Katy I meet people from outside of
Missouri. The tourism dollars that this trail is good for these
small towns and for other parts of the state as people explore
parts of the state they've never traveled before. Please please
support this project.

Building this trail is money well spent. It helps diversify the
parks system and will bring money to the small towns along
the route.

Let's move forward! This project has so much potential for the
communities along the trail including economic development
and better health for the citizens. It will attract users from all
across Missouri, the nation, and the world, just as the Katy
Trail has done.

I fully support this project!

I am an area cyclist. | have enjoyed Mo trails. I think it is
critical for the health, well being, and development of our
region that the Rock Island Trail be completed. It is a benefit
not only to local MO community residents but of the entire
region. It is critical to complete the cross state link of our two
major cities.

We live in Barnett Mo and would love to have the trail so
close! It would provide recreation for us as well as a safer
route for the local Mennonites to travel.

I strongly support this trail. It will bring tourist dollars to small
towns that desperately need it, and will provide space for
recreation and exercise.

Rail to trail conversions are a valuable investment in tourism
and economic redevelopment of rural communities along the
corridor. Trail amenities in our state will bring additional
tourism to the state aside from the needed investment in
recreational amenities for Missouri residents. Do not squander
this opportunity. This trail is vital.

I rode the completed portion of the Rock Island Trail from
Pleasant Hill to Windsor and then the Katy to Sedalia. It was
beautiful and combines with the Katy to make one of
Missouri's greatest assets. I consider the Rock Island Trail an
expansion of the Katy Trail, allowing riders to complete a loop
across the state. It needs the funding to be completed. It will
attract visitors like myself to small towns along the route and
allow us to see some of the beauty this state has to offer.



I believe that it is in the best interest of the State of Missouri
to enter into an Interim Trail Use Agreement because the State
will then be the only State to have over 400 miles of Rail
Trails. It will help these small towns a chance to revive there
economy, with new business.

Trail is a great idea. Me and my family are looking forward to
exploring missouri on this new project. Can't wait for the
project to happen!

I support the creation of the MORIT. It will bring much
needed business and development to many towns along the
trail.

This project needs to proceed on schedule without further
political interference. Cities along the route are in favor of the
project (including a number who have already invested public
monies into improvements) and private investors are already
making plans to fund improvements (and/or new businesses)
in anticipation of increased tourism this new trail will bring. If
you are honest about wanting to grow the state's economy,
then there is nothing to be gained by opposing this project as
seems to be the case. Just because the project was conceived
by people who don't share your political philosophies doesn't
mean you and members of your party should try and kill it.
As someone who grew up in Eldon in the 70s and 80s and
watched the vitality of our town drop in the area around the
railroad tracks when the trains moved away, I'm in support of
the new Rock Island Trail Project. I now reside in the
suburban west St Louis County area and have seen how the
trails have been a windfall for areas like Augusta and around
the state as well.

I am in support of bringing an important historical part of
Eldon and other communities like it back to life.

Please Governor Greitens support these trails. We are using
the Katy Trail for the first time this fall and biking from
Clinton to St. Charles. We are staying at Bed and Breakfasts
along the way. We are doing this ride for 7 days and will
spend several thousand dollars At all the local towns along the
trail. So please I ask that you support all of the trails and their
expansion.

Thank iou,

The Rock Island Trail will be the perfect complement to the
wildly successful, and nationally recognized KATY trail. This
trail will be an economic driver for the small railroad towns
along the route that have declined in prosperity and population
since the line was abandoned. I look forward to hiking and
biking the RIT and writing about the communities that it
passes through for www.population91.com

Yes, DNR should enter into an Interim Trail Use Agreement
with the Missouri Central Railroad to develop the Rock Island
Trail. The trail will be an asset for the state of Missouri. Yes,
the development and management of the trail will take time
and resources, but the overall economic and social impact of
the trail will be well worth the investment. A strong

partnership with the state, the communities along the corridor,
other government agencies, not for profits and the private
sector should be enhanced further to assure support and
resources required for the development and long term
management of the trail. What a wonderful recreational,
natural and historic resource and positive economic benefit
this trail will be for our great state when it is complete!

You have parks I used enjoy in disrepair. Now you want to
add more??? Why don't DNR take care of what it has first.
I've traveled the Katy Trail many times, as well as the Rock
Island Spur, and look forward to being able to do the same on
the Rock Island Trail. What a great opportunity for Missouri!
I suggest that the MDNR enter into an Interim Trail Use
Agreement, and begin building out the trail as soon as
possible. I have family in central Missouri, and folks there are
very excited to see the opportunities that the trail will bring.
Being a resident of Owensville and avid cyclist I would
greatly enjoy the life it would bring back to our town.

This feeling was reforced this weekend during 123 mile
charity ride I did on the Katy Trail. During our 10 hour ride
we encountered 4 couples from other states that were bike
packing the trail. I would love to see, and host, groups like this
in our town.

You should connect this trail all the way into Kansas City. The
more you can connect to the MA RC metro green plan the
better. My friends and I are already planning an overnight bike
ride that includes food, drink, supplies and lodging along the
trail. Touring ia getting more and more popular.

I think that the sooner folks can use the trail, the sooner we
can help the towns along the trail see the potential economic
impact. Users are anxious to access the trail. If the interim
agreement allows cities and towns to share in development
costs, that should expand available resources.

The Rock Island Trail is giving a loot of people in my
community (Belle/Bland) a lot to look forward to. We will get
some more economic activity in our small farm towns and
there are already people gearing up for it and investing in our
communities. I look forward to the day my family of four can
walk down the trail together and enjoy the beautiful scenic
views (really looking forward to the Gasconde Bridge). Please
support the trail and all of the little communities that will
benefit so much from it.

Make the trail. I thought it was a done deal but I see politics
got in the way. The trails are very nice in that you don't have
to worry about traffic and you can get to new areas. I know |
have spent money going to them, B&B's, food, travel,
shopping. I don't think some of the towns have enough
services especially water! So much fun to ride at differs times
of the year. Just do like me and do a little at a time.

I am a frequent user of the Katy Trail, the completion of the
Rock Island Trail would enhance it, allowing the riders to do a
complete loop on the two trails. It would bring more tourism
dollars and activity to the towns near the trail.



I am a bicycle rider. So is my husband. We have 4 bikes each
and ride over 2000 miles per year. We travel the world with
our bikes, spending money for air fare, hotels, food etc for up
to 2 weeks of bike vacations per year. Being out of St Louis,
the Katy and Rock Island trail are home trails for us, but any
thing from Columbia on require a night or two in hotel rooms
to get a couple days riding done. We have already this year
spend Easter Weekend staying in Warrensburg and riding the
Rock Island Spur. These trails are important to us and we need
more to provide local variety as well as bring more tourist into
the state. If the Rock Island does not open, the time and
money we would spend riding that trail will go to other states
or other countries. Bike riders as a group are older and
generally more affluent tourists. Montana refers to us as
Wallets on Wheels. I'm ok with that. How can Missouri not
want part of that money?

I support 100% the DNR entering into a Trail Use Agreement
with MCR to continue the development of the Rock Island
Trail Project and complete the 144 mile recreational trial
system.

Please enter into the use agreement. The Rock Island trail will
benefit all Missourians for decades.

DNR should absolutely enter into an agreement for the Rock
Island Trail project. This trail will benefit a number of
Missouri communities by bringing tourists to those towns. All
over the country, trails are big economic assets. I have ridden
in Jowa, Minnesota, North Carolina, Arkansas, and Utah
because they have trails. We have stayed in hotels and eaten in
restaurants everywhere. Missouri towns should not be left out!
I- support the conversion of the old rail corridor into
a trail.

I support the full involvement of the Mo-Dept of Natural
Resources to accomplish this effort.

This project can financially benefit these trail-side
communities and provide health benefits along the way.

It would be nice for the Legislature to provide money for this.
Thanks,

For years I've seen small towns suffer and the thought of
something of this nature coming to so many small
communities is so very much needed. Not only for a shot in
the arm for local economies but even giving local folks such a
great place for walking, biking, etc. is a huge plus. My spouse
& I walk county roads & lettered routes with crazy
people/kids zooming past us. Looking forward to its
completion so we can feel safer!

I think this is a wonderful project that can help improve not
only the health and wellness of Missourians but can also help
spur economic development and tourism.

Fully support. Just look to the Katy Trail as the same exact
situation and the benefits it is provided for the state. Those
that are expressing their concerns should look to the Katy
Trail to see if those concerns are truly founded. This is a
beneficial project. It should go forward.

I am eagerly anticipating the opening of the Rock Island Trail
so I can explore more of Missouri on my bicycle with
overnight trips visiting the towns along the trail route.

I think that this bike trail would be a great addition to our state
and a great way to see it!

I'm very excited for the trail. It will provide a great recreation
opportunity as well as revitalize nearby economies.

Please complete this trail. Missouri needs to be known for
something great in this country other then the meth capital of
the country.

I am very much in favor of this project, it will be a tourist
draw and a wonderful addition to our park system.

Please continue this project. It may not provide much but these
towns are struggling and practically on life support. Any
outside notice may well lead to future economic development.
The katty Trail is fabulous this would be a great addition to
our state and all of our great State Park

The Rock Island Trail would be a great addition to Missouri
and a MONEY GENERATOR for the towns along it's length.
Please consider this a statement in SUPPORT of the Rock
Island Trail. Thank you.

Do enter into the Trail Use Agreement. The KATY Trail State
Park faced similar opposition years ago when visionaries first
suggested it's reuse. Do not be encumbered with short term
budget thinking. The Rock Island Trail Project will bring
tourism dollars to the rail corridor just as the KATY Trail
State Park has. Ask the cities of Defiance, Augusta,
Rocheport, Franklin... how the KATY project has helped them
to survive and develop B&Bs, wineries, restaurants and trail
services sectors of their economies. Say yes to the long term
development of the Rock Island Corridor. Cyclist tourists
throughout the country are watching and awaiting it's
development.

Please make trail accessible to equestrian use throughout the
entire length of the Rock Island Trail.

As a long time resident and property owner in Stover I am
convinced the Rock Island Trail is a huge benefit for the
community. The trail represents an opportunity for an influx
of tourists and their dollars that will revitalize Stover and all
the old rail towns along the line. The example of the Katy
Trail makes it obvious that there is nothing the state could ever
do for Stover that would compare with development of the
Rock Island Trail.

This is a must do. This was being counted on as a great new
resource and Econ development opportunity to bring tourism
for biking, hiking, etc. for Missouri and rural areas. This was
hard fought to get, and is very disconcerting that it is being
reconsidered after all the work to get this plan in place. Please
proceed to complete this trail. Thanks!



Great asset for the state. Tourist dollars are important.
Business development will follow the trail.

What a wonderful idea, I cycle all over the USA using trails
when ever possible for safety and a better cycling experience
.. This trail would also help the community that travels by
horse and buggy again wonderful ... when I cycle the Katy
trail I spend around 150.00 a weekend in the towns to help
support them .... Again its a win win ....

I rode from my home in west county to the end of the Katy
trail in Clinton with my son. We would love if the Rock Island
Trail Project provided us another challenge to ride across our
beloved state of Missouri.

Please send my support for this initiative.

So I think this is a great idea. One of the primary things i look
at whenever I travel is the access to recreational trails. I like
bike trail the best but also take full advantage of hiking/
walking trails as well.

I believe this is an opportunity that can not be passed up. Now
is the time to take advantage of this and put something in
place for this generation and those up and coming

Please do everything in your power to support the
development of this trail. Rails to Trails projects such as the
MKT trail are a tremendous asset to the citizens of Missouri. |
use them regularly for biking and running.

This area has Nothing for our citizens to enjoy. We were so
happy to hear that finally something enjoyable would be
coming.

The Katy trail did not have this delay in production. Please
complete the project as agreed asap

When thinking thru the trail- Plan for rest stops and multiple
bicycles& riders at a time.. As an estension from raytown to
Lees Summit will be very busy.

Provide easy emergency access locations and Cell phone
signals. Video record the Tunnels to make sure no campers try
to stay all night on the trail

Pl

The trail project not only benefits users but the towns along
the route, however the most important benefit is the banking
of the rail bed for possible future use. We should always be
ready for the future.

I think it would be a great addition to our area and our state. It
will open up rural counties for many opportunities and even
small businesses. This should be a no-brainer! Thanks

I think it is a wonderful idea! This is a great attraction for our
state and will add so much to the small towns it intersects. I
just got home from riding 30 miles on the Katy trail and it was
packed today. The longer the trail the more interest there will
be in drawing commerce to these communities--no other state
has and will have such an amazing trail that goes from one
side of the state to the other. I have ridden the entire Katy trail
and have met many people along the way that are doing the
same!

The trail project is essential to the state. Not only for residents
but for all the individuals who will come to the state. Each one
of the cities on the trail will benefit from the commerce the
trail will create.

Great idea! I'm in favor.

What a great way to preserve a piece of Missouri history. As a
kid I remember watching the Rock Island trains rolling
between Summerfield Mo. to the great tressel across the
Osage river. Trains will never run on these right a ways any
more. | can't think of a better use for this land than a bike trail
through the beautiful Missouri county side.

The State of Missouri is finally willing to doing something to
make wonderful recreational use of the old Rock Island line
that bisects the State from St. Louis to KC. And it is now in
jeopardy? The Missouri Farm Bureau was against the KATY
trail as well---really now? "The Rock Island Line is a mighty
good road " (Did anybody ever write a song about the KATY
Line?) and was a boon to small, impoverished areas that relied
only on river traffic or no commercial transport at all around
the turn of the 20th century. As children, my sister and I loved
to play on a lawn glider purchased by an elderly man who, as
a young parent, was able to take his family from Spring
Garden, MO to the St. Louis Exposition in 1904 on the Rock
Island. He placed an order for the glider there and it was soon
delivered at the Rock Island depot at the brand new town of
Eugene.

Suddenly, and amazingly, people isolated on small farms
through a large swath of Missouri well south of the Missouri
River could hop on the Rock Island and not only go to the
World's Fair in St. Louis but ship their farm produce to
markets in KC and St. Louisi. Now, with an opportunty to
open up some of the most beautiful scenery in Missouri and
just maybe encourage some renewed commerce along the
way---we wish to hesitate? For example, I can imagine locals
reopening for public viewing and enjoyment the fabulous
natural bridge in the bluffs overlooking the gorgeous vistas of
the Osage River near the Rock Island bridge at Hoeker. This is
an opportunty that may never come again. My thanks to
Ameren for buying this property in the first place and now
making it available for public use! State of Missouri Accept
the right of way and build the trail!

. I knew and
worked with Ted Jones, the prime mover in securing and
developing the KATY Trail. When the KATY Trail was
devastated by a flood soon after opening, my partners and I
donated a large sum to repair it. I believe that Ted Jones would
be a strong supporter of this trail as well, making possible a
fabulous scenic loop across and back along both the Missouri
and the Osage and Gasconade Rivers!

Rails to Trails is a worthy project for the good of all
Missourians. Please support this endeavor.

I think this is a great idea. It is a once in a lifetime chance to
do this and I support it completely. This is a great chance for
our state to continue making the entire state be able to enjoy
the experience of state trails.



Rode Windsor to Leeton today. Beautiful stretch! Have ridden
about half of the Katy trail in the past few years. Just
recreational (aka slow) riders in our 50s. Do this for health
fresh air and fun. Have visited many communities and spent $
in each we wouldn't have done otherwise. So glad to see this
project go forward. Will increase tourism $, and contribute
positively in many ways. Would be open to a small yearly
usage fee, displayable via stickers on bikes. Could also be
voluntary .

I am 100% in favor of this agreement with Missouri Central
Railroad and support the conversion into 144.3 miles of
recreational trail for the people of the great state of Missouri.
I believe this project will be very beneficial to all the
communities along the trail; both as an economic growth tool
and also as a way for the citizens to get some exercise and
fresh air. I sin erely hope the state signs off on this.

Please develop the Rock Island Trail as promised. It will be a
great attraction for Central Missouri. Look at how popular the
Katy Trail has been.

The RIT/KATY is drawing more and more people from all
over the USA and other countries, that are thrilled to ride on
this fantastic corridor. To have it all a contiguous trail from
point A to point B, would be the biggest ace in the hole. To
ride from Windsor to Beaufort is a win-win for the small
towns along the corridor. Stayed in Windsor last fall from a
ride on the KATY, would love to visit/stay in other towns
along the route if it is completed. GO FOR IT!

This is a program/expense the state just doesn't need. Take
care of the parks we have now.

Our family is looking forward to the completion of the trail.
We live near Eldon and will be glad when we no longer have
to drive to Jefferson City to get on a trail ( though we love the
Katy!). All of these affected towns need the economic boost
the Rock Island trail will bring.

The Rock Island Trail Project is an important amenity for
Missouri cyclists as well as a key economic driver for the
surrounding communities and the state as a whole.

An extensive trail network provides more opportunity for local
cyclists, and attracts riders from outside the state who bring
money when they come. Moreover, the trailside communities
have suffered from the loss of the railroad. The trail would
provide a replacement opportunity.

For more than 25 years, I have done week-long cycling
vacations every year with two or three other riders. Each of
these trips represents about 15 room-nights in motels along the
trail as well as purchases of food, beverages and sundries.
Each year, we spend at least $1,500 along our chosen route.
Our destinations are chosen based on the availability of long
bicycle trails, sufficient for a multi-day tour.

Wisconsin's extensive trail network has drawn the most of our
trips. Two of these trips have followed the existing Katy Trail.
The Rock Island Trail would create another attractive
destination ride.

If you look at county economic data, Interstate 70 creates a
"belt of prosperity" across Missouri, enriching every county

through which it passes. Bicycle trails offer their own
economic impact, at a much lower cost.

It would be a tragedy if Missouri misses this opportunity to
enhance recreation and exercise for its residents, and provide
economic opportunity for the communities along the trail.

I love the Katy Trail, but have not had an opportunity to ride
the Rock Island. I think this is such a big thing for Missouri. I
grew up in Leeton and I can only see this as being a great asset
to that little community. I hope as it is developed, camping or
lodging facilities are made available. I would love to ride KC
to Owensville, where my in-laws live.

As a Missourian, I support the Rock Island Trail project.
Economic opportunities for small communities (I was born in
Bland, on the Rock Island). Cafes, rentals, lodging, other trail
side services.

Opportunity to give outdoor biking/hiking enthusiasts yet
another Missouri venue - which equates to tourism dollars.
There are many towns along this trail that could use the
stimulus of this trail in their town. A perfect example of a
town is Leeton, MO. To see increased traffic in towns that
once survived by the railroad and have all but closed down.
This is an opportunity for tourists to come through these towns
on a trail bring money generate sales tax revenue from this
visitors. Not finishing construction and completing this trail
would be a broke promise to Missourians, and a failure of this
Governor to help the people that need it most, small town
residents of the state of Missouri.

My hometown of Eldon is excited and planning the future of
the town around the Rock Island Trail project. The past 15
years has seen our community lose hundreds of factory jobs
and we are struggling. The trail will be a big boost to our town
bringing many visitors. We have made improvements to
encourage healthy living and the trail will be wonderful to
continue that idea. Eldon has a strong history as a railroad
community and we would love to tie that into the proposed
trail use. Please give serious consideration to the completion
of this project. Our town's future depends on it!

It's such a wonderful plan to convert the old rail line into
another trail much like the Katy Trail. I know that several
communities along the way would benefit from such things as
marathons, events and tourists. I myself would love to get
some miles in. I know it will take at least a few years to get
the trail up and running and maybe more to completely finish
it, but I wholeheartedly look forward to it when it's ready to
go!

I strongly support the Rock Island Trail. It is an excellent
recreational opportunity for all Missourians, young and old,
and an economic boon for the communities it passes through.
This is a fantastic opportunity for the state of Missouri and the
people that live in and around the small communitys that this
trail will impact.

I support the the trail and look forward to using it!



Very much in favor of seeing the development of the Rock
Island Trail move forward. It's been proven that the KATY
and others like it are a unique and sustainable form of
economic development for rural Missouri communities.
Beyond the specific benefits of health, economic opportunity,
sustainability and beyond, anything that connects our fractured
state and creates bridges (literal and figurative) between rural
and urban areas is a plus, in my opinion. I wholeheartedly
support bringing this project to life and not losing this
incredible opportunity.

The Katy Trail is a wonderful state park with many people
visiting the many towns along the trail and enjoying the
businesses in these towns. Please develop this trail. Thank
you.

I'm in favor! How do you put a cost-benefit analysis on quality
of life issues? I return regularly to Missouri not only to visit
family but to share riding on the Katy Trail (almost daily) with
them. 3 generations of our family enjoy spending time
together riding and visiting the small towns along the way.
With technology driving us indoors and apart, it's absolutely
important to have outdoor, healthy family bonding
experiences like a trail ride (without having to dodge texting
drivers on the roadways). The land is free, the supporters and
volunteers to maintain it are endless. Just look at the Katy and
the growing numbers of trails in other states! This should be a
no-brainer.

YES this project is very important to our state/cities. .it will
increase economic development, promote well-being in our
community, call attention to our environmental issues. Eldon
is involved in building up our little city and this project helps
us all be connected to each other and our county as a whole!
Our State can not afford this. We still owe Missouri Citizens
income tax refunds we can't pay. We have streets, bridges &
highways crumbling beneath our feet that we can't afford to
repair. We don't have funds to build simple things like
sidewalks on State Roads within City Limits. It's using
eminiment domain to redistribute land & property to the
government. It's redistribution of wealth. It's going to give one
of the wealthiest corporations in the State a massive tax break
that Missourians can not afford. DNR, Parks & Rec can't
maintain what they have & are laying people off. And what is
the cost? Estimates of half a billion dollars to develop???
MISSOURI CAN'T AFFORD THIS!

This is a much-needed resource for the surrounding
communities, not only for tourism dollars but also for the
health of its citizens and here in Owensville, will provide a
safe travel route for the children who want to walk to the
school. It will also bring some beautification to the
communities and surrounding areas by getting rid of the
eyesore that is a deserted run-down railroad track. Please
consider the Interim Trail Use Agreement.

Please do it. The Katy Trail has been a wonderful thing. We
live near Beaufort how nice if we had something like that in
this side of the river. Some of these little towns would get a
boost with riders coming to the area. It is such a pretty area it
would be wonderful to have bike trails.

The Katy Trail is one of the best trails in the nation, having a
second trail of the same caliber would simply put Missouri
into an elite class of cycling destinations, please make this

haiﬁen!

I fully support developing another lengthy trail on the Rock
Island RR. This can only be good for the health and prosperity
of Missourians. I am tired of the backward, crabbed thinking
that pervades Jefferson City right now. Look up once in
awhile and think ahead. By the way, I also fully support the
new state parks that Gov. Nixon acquired and am outraged at
the thought that they might be sold off.
The Rock Island Trail Project is an important way we can
bring people and jobs to the communities along the path of
this former rail corridor. The opportunity to help out our
fellow Missourians by bringing this trail project to fruition is
once in a generation and needs to be done.
I retired from DNR with over 28 years of service. [ had a very
successful career which included an 18 month stint as Acting
Director of DEQ. I spent my entire career protecting the
environment, responding to disasters and emergencies
(including the lead project manager for the Tatum Saul
Disaster) and I enjoy our state parks.
However, I am against this trail for a variety of reasons. First
this state has many priorities that need state funding such as
better roads/bridges, education, public safety, pay raises for
state employees, etc.
Second, DNR only can expect a certain amount of revenue
from the Parks and Soils Tax. This trail is much older than
when it accepted the Katy Trail. Many of the numerous
bridges and culverts are in poor condition and will cost a
significant amount of money to repair. Also DNR will need to
hire additional staff, equipment and resources to maintain the
upkeep. Where does all these "extras" come from? How does
DNR pay for it and does it "water down" the experiences we
will encounter at our existing state parks? I recall a specific
conversation I had with

who expressed concern to me about the water and
wastewater infrastructure that existed within the park system
and was at a loss on how they would meet those needs.
There are other concerns as well including unknown
environmental studies from all the creosote ties that remain,
the draining of wetlands from the sloughs that have developed
along the rail due to rail culverts being clogged by beaver
dams and/or debris. Also I have concerns about how the
project impacts (or could) impact the Indiana Gray Bat. Our
property adjoins the rail line and also the MDC Bat Cave
Conservation Area in Miller County. I know the bats utilize
the tunnels at Henley and near Argyle, MO. Will further
human encroachment threaten this species? A scientific study
should at least be considered to examine this and not just rely
on the opinion of a few biologists with an interest in seeing the
trail be developed. DNR should be fully aware of what this
project will cost the taxpayers of Missouri and how they will
pay for it. My vote is to concentrate on maintaining and
improving our existing parks and not take on more than what
the agency can handle.



Also many of the local landowners in our area feel that
Ameren has been promised a big "tax credit" for donating their
liability to the state of Missouri. Please don't let that happen.
Thanks

The Rock Island Trail needs to be finished. Connecting
Kansas City to the cross state trail systems will greatly
enhance the already overwhelming economic impact of
tourism on the trail that so many other small communities
along the Katy trail have enjoyed. Further more this will
connect the growing Kansas trails into the Missouri trail
system. More tourism, more cyclists & pedestrians, more
money spent along the trails. They have proven they value,
let's embrace this resource.

Would love to have somewhere close to safely ride my bike,
other than on a road. Also feel it would help bring more tourist
monies to our small town.

We love the Katy trail but have to travel some distance to get
on it. This would bring it to our back door.

We need this trail. Our community has worked hard to make it
healthier but this trail would provide a safe place for all types
of exercise for young and old. As an runner I was hit by a car
4 years ago, even though I made a complete recovery this trail
would have provided me a safe place to exercise with out the
fear of traffic. It's also a great revenue source for our town. It
will bring runners, walkers and bike riders right through
Eldon. We have worked too hard for this not to happen.

I'd like to express my hope that the State counties to move
ahead with plans to develop another great rail trail in the state.
The opportunity for positive economic impacts to many small,
rural towns along the corridor is huge! Hope in these small
towns that they have not had for several decades. It also gives
Missouri a chance to showcase the state to people from all
over the world who will use the trail as evidenced by the Katy
Trail. Trail systems also contribute to the overall health of a
population by providing a safe, low impact option to exercise.
So, I ask that everyone involved continue this important work
that will reap benefits at numerous levels for years to come.
Thank you!

These trails are a benefit to the communities as well as the
people utilizing them for fitness and fun.

I would like to see the entire corridor completed as a trail. This
would place Missouri as a premier destination for rails to trails
travel. As tourism is one our greatest assets, we need to not
only maintain, but improve our tourist opportunities. As as a
native of out state, I and my family regularly use the Katy
Trail, and are eager to utilize the new Rock Island portion of
the trails system as well.

Please complete this project. My family and many friends and
neighbors love biking on trails rather than the road. We
sometimes drive an hour to the Madison county trails in
[linois.

Best thing for MO...

Jobs to build and maintain...promoting healthy activities...

I will certainly vote for politicians who support this!

The Rock Island Trail would be an economic asset to the great
State of Missouri. I ride the Katy Trail nearly every weekend
and have met people from around the world! Japan, the
Netherlands, Germany, England, etc., not to mention from all
over the United States. This weekend I met people from
Indiana and Colorado. Last weekend I met people from
Connecticut and California. The Rock Island Trail would
connect the Katy Trail and can you just imagine what a draw
that would be! The possibilities would be endless for
vacationing cycling & hiking enthusiasts! We truly have a
wonderful state parks and the rails to trails are a great way to
stay in shape while enjoying Mother Nature.

I strongly encourage the state of Missouri to develop the Rock
Island trail. I have ridden the Katy Trail several times, and
believe it to be one of Missouri's best attractions. It is an
excellent way to see rural Missouri and some of the state's
smaller cities. And, it has proven to be a great draw of out-of-
state visitors. Every time that I am on the trail, I meet people
from other states, who are spending their dollars in Missouri,
who are stunned by the beauty of trail. Missouri would greatly
benefit from the development of a second trail, which would
show off more of the state, attract more visitors, and spur
further economic activity.

This would be a great benefit and asset for communities. It
will promote healthy lifestyles, encourage exercise, and bring
revenue into the smaller communities along the trail. I live 1
block from the trail site in Eldon and out would be much
appreciated. Thank you!!!

I cannot wait for this trail. It will help people in rural towns be
able to get healthier right in their own community instead of
having to drive so far to exercise. It will bring in more
business. I only wish it were happening sooner. I am
SOO0O0O0 ready!!!!

Great opportunity to explore more of Missouri, and probably
be a boon to some rural towns. Missouri is beautiful, and
improving the tourist infrastructure in this case is definitely
taking advantage of that asset.

I am a big supporter of the proposed Rock Island Trail! I am
and avid runner and biker who regularly accesses the Katy
Trail at various locations along its path through the state of
Missouri. The proposed Rock Island Trail also goes through
my farm. I am not worrying about trail users vandalizing or
stealing from properties adjacent to the trail. I have only met
honest, trustworthy people who are health-conscious. I've met
individuals, couple, & groups from all over the US and even
from London, England! The new trail will have a positive
economic impact in all of the small towns through which it
passes. Entrepreneurs will profit from the many new small
businesses which will spring up along the trail. It will also
offer relatively inexpensive recreation, physical activity, and
exercise to everyone promoting healthy communities.

I say we cannot afford to let this opportunity to expand our
state parks slip through our fingers!



I think the trail will be awesome for the wellness of
Missourians and will also have a positive economic impact for
the economy in a lot of the towns it goes through.

I believe the State of Missouri should proceed with the
development of the full Rock Island Trail. As a bicyclist and
nature lover, I know that others as well as myself enjoy getting
out into the country to enjoy both the exercise and nature. not
only does the trail draw users, but economic development as
well. bed & Breakfasts, hotels, restaurants, shops and services
all benefit the local economy.

Last weekend I visited Hannibal, MO. While not on the trail
itself, I will say that if not for the tourism the Mark Twain
sites draw, Hannibal would be very poor. Having those sites
and the tourists make the difference. I think the trail has
brought significant money from visitors and trade to Missouri
that would not be near as great were the state not to proceed.
This is a great project, but as a businessman, I also see the
benefits to the people and merchants of the state - especially
the outlying regions. They need the economic boost this can
give them.

Even though I live out of state, this will cause me to visit
Missouri more often and expand my horizons.

Thank you for reading my contribution.

I would like to see the DNR acquire this property and put it to
use as a rails to trails greenway. The more such projects the
state has, the more appealing a destination we are to those
wishing to experience mid-America at a slower pace. After
traveling extensively the past few years in WI, ML, TA, and
NE, among shorter visits to other adjoining states, any reason
we can create for people to check out MO outdoors amenities
is a good thing. And anything that would promote better health
via exercise, we should all be for.

I support the development of the Rock Island trail. As a
regular user of the Katy Trail, it has been amazing to see all
the businesses that have opened up in the small towns along
the trail. Bike shops, restaurants, wineries, bed & breakfasts
and more!

I know the Rock Island trail would do the same for the small
towns along the route. Please make sure this project gets done!
I think it is a great idea! We need more opportunities to enjoy
the wonderful outdoors in Missouri.

The trail would be a great addition to Missouri trail system. It
would provide outdoor tourism opportunities.

I would love to have this trail. With B&B's along the way, I
would spend vacation dollars here in Missouri. Please
continue this project.

Building more bicycle trails is a wonderful idea.

I want DNR to enter into the Interim Trail Use Agreement and
the Rock Island Trail Project. I think this trail will have a
much needed positive effect on many of the small towns along
the trail by bringing recreational users into the towns they
wouldn't normally go to. Towns like Rosebud, Owensville and
Bland would see increases in tourism money by users of the
trail.

I strongly urge DNR to accelerate the development of the RI
Trail Project. I am actually moving this week from Florida
back to Missouri (my home state), so I can ride the existing
Katy trail on a daily basis.

My decision to relocate to Washington, MO is DIRECTLY
linked to the fact that I can drive across the Hwy 47 bridge and
be on the Katy Trail in minutes.

My family have all moved from STL County to Rosebud, and
we are all eager to ride the RI Trail by rolling up Cedar Street
and getting on the trail at Rosebud. We have mountain bikes
and would be able to ride the existing gravel bed today.

I have ridden rail trails all over the country, and I cannot stress
the positive economic impact and revival of the rail towns
along these corridors that occurs when they are converted to
rail trails.

Talk to the Great Allegheny Passage folks about what their
trail has meant to the impoverished, dormant rail towns along
its 150 mile path. https://gaptrail.org/

I think the Rock Island Trail is a great idea. The towns along
the Katy Trail are currently thriving. They have come back
from sleepy little boroughs to become active communities
again. I have traveled to Michigan several times and they have
many rail trails. They just keep building them because they are
such a good tourist draw. I have been on some of their trails
and they are great. Many are even paved. We have a dedicated
tax to pay for state parks. I would even support a larger tax for
our state parks, because I love our system of parks.Our parks
and trails are consistently rated as some of the best in the
country. Our parks and trails are some of the top notch I have
ever seen. They bring in billions of tourist dollars a year.
Expansion of our parks and their upkeep is only common
sense.

I am always looking for a new place to go for an adventure.
Having a trail like the Rock Island Trail would be great
because it would create a way to go across the entire state. It
would be new scenery and a bucket list type of a ride for many
bicyclists.

The health benefits are also a good thing. The obesity rate in
Missouri is high. This would give people a good way to
exercise in that area where there are few trails.

I don't just want to keep Missouri near the top of the list in
parks and trails. I want to make Missouri the number one in
Parks and tourism. I would like Missouri to be on the lips of
everyone I meet in other states. We have a wonderful
ecosystem and I want to keep the environment pristine.

I hear some landowners are in opposition of Rock Island
Trail. There were many people opposed to the Katy Trail
before it's Inception but there are no complaints now. When
everyone sees how much business it brings in they change
their minds.

Thanks for the good work you do.

This is a great tourism opportunity, not to mention family
bonding and recreational experiences.

I am against this project. The money spent on developing this
project should be used to repair and update our existing parks.



Our parks are an important piece of Missouri's value and
beauty within the region. If this project can be done in a
financially responsible manner, and with a positive impact on
the communities it will traverse, then it should move forward
I absolutely support the state's development of this project. It
will continue our lead as having an extensive bicycle/ped
touring network of trails in the country, and encourage more
tourism to these parts of the state. The Katy Trail has proven
to be a boon for such travelers.

Thank You for suggesting this survey. Every morning my dog
(SAM) and I take to both the Katy and Rock Island trails here
in Windsor. We walk a 5 mile loop. It is absolutely wonderful
how the State has constructed this part of the trail here in
Windsor and surrounding area. I think there should be
incentives the State of Missouri should offer to offset any
costs in further developement for the trail. Maybe have
patrons and towns donate funds and have signs along the Trail
that would indicate there contributions ( much the same way
as our highways do). Encourage business's to build close to
the Trails i.e. bike shops, small diners etc. I inquired some
months back about putting a diner at the old station here in
Windsor (Across from Sonic Drive In) they told me that the
land was not for sale because it was owned by the State. I have
complete confidence in Mayor Greitens ( I did Vote for him)
to do the right thing. There are many things that are probably
more important to accomplish for this state than this Trail
expansion but I think letting the Market decide if its feasable
or not. "If we Build it, Will They Come?"

I live next to the Rock Island Trail and am so excited and can't
wait to enjoy it. Please make it happen!

I would like to see this built. I have many family members
who have said many times that it is going in and they cant wait
to use it regularly.

These trails help our community have another outlet to get in
better shape.

Please make this happen.

I strongly support the development of the Rock Island Trail
Project. Our state government has a vital role in taking the
initiative to expand, maintain and protect natural and
recreational lands within our state. Beyond the enjoyment that
we Missourians derive from access to areas like this proposed
trail, expanded business opportunities are additional important
benefits. In some circumstances, this type of state investment
has saved rural communities economically.

This project is not only important to the communities
involved, giving renewed life and economic growth but it is
also important to the national biking community which is
looking forward to the completion of this "leg" of the circle
route from St. Louis to Kansas City and back. What a coup for
the State of Missouri to have such an attraction for the biking
world.

I believe that the Rock Island Trail would make Missouri a
destination for bikers and hikers from all over the country and
beyond. Communities would benefit as those along the Katy
have,with more demand for overnight accommodations

because many would want to ride both the Katy and the Rock
Island. I'm not sure how farming would be impeded. Maybe
the winery's around Augusta could speak to that.

I think this is a great idea for a trail, the katy trail is known
nationally as a great trail and this trail would add to it. The
katy trail attracts tourism and adding to it would boost the
local economies of the towns that go through it.

Yes please

Please develop the Rock Island Trail Project. It will provide
jobs and recreation.

THIS IS A NO BRAINER

WE MUST PROMOTE THIS TRAIL FOR THE SMALL
TOWNS THAT ARE ALONG THIS TRAIL

THIS WILL HELP A LITTLE TO KEEP SMALL TOWNS
ALIVE

I AM AN AVID BIKER AND HIKER

As a frequent, long-time user of the Katy Trail, it is hard to
imagine why this donation/transfer would not be accepted.
When would there be another opportunity equivalent to this
that provides both recreation and economic re-vitalization
benefiting communities across the state? It would be very
short-sighted to squander this opportunity.

I am an avid bike rider. I love riding the many trails that we
have in Missouri. I especially like being able to take a long
ride on the Katy Trail. I feel The Rock Island Trail project,
would be a great edition to Missouri's Trail System.

Viewing the Economic Development along the Katy Trail, is a
good indication how much of an impact this system could
have on Missouri. This Trail could help make Missouri even
more of tourist destination for visitors looking for a long
biking trip.

This is the type of thing that Missouri needs to spend Money
on.

1) Please accept the generous Ameren donation of the Rock
Island Trail.

2) Please develop the trail in a similar manner as the Katy
Trail.

3) Don't allow Gov. Greitens

to miss this opportunity to acquire and develop a great
Missouri resource that will benefit all of the people in the
entire Midwest region.

History speaks loudly and clearly. The KATY Trail, the Grant
Trail and practically every other rail trail n Missouri faced
"Chicken Little" predictions during their formation. Now, they
and many other recreational trails in Missouri provide added
income to nearby communities, spur growth, and provide safe,
healthy options for young and old alike. Even so, given the
politically inclined machinations of our current governor, I'm
not the least bit surprised that he is using a smoke screen to
attempt to "derail" a project that has such great benefits to
Missouri citizens. | STRONGLY support the proposed Rock
Island rail trail.



I strongly support the development of the Rock Island Trail
Project. In small communities all along the Rock Island Trail,
people are planning for the development by buying property to
open businesses and working in their towns to develop bicycle
trails to connect to the main trail. The Rock Island Trail will
help communities develop small businesses which we greatly
need. Our group has been studying the impact that the Katy
Trail has had in Missouri and the opportunities for our small
towns are notable. We need this new trail badly! In Maries
County, one of the main trail use points will be the Gascondy
Bridge and tunnels.

In our community, we have already mapped out a trail through
our town to connect to the main trail as we believe we can
attract trail users to stop and enjoy our town. Business will
improve notably!!

My family and I, along with a number of our friends are
looking forward to the use of the Rock Island Trail. Here in
the area of Lake of the Ozarks there are so many hills, it's
difficult for smaller children or older adults to find a place to
ride bicycles. This would be a wonderful, family oriented
addition to the communities that we've all been looking
forward to.

We also feel that it would be an economic booster for the
many small towns like Eldon, Versailles and others that don't
gain the benefit from the Lake. Having been in business for
many years | understand doing a cost/benefit analysis. Part of
that analysis should be the quality of life that you would be
enhancing by going forward with this project.

I think it is a good idea to develop the trail as it will bring
visitors to the area. It will also provide a great exercise option
for people living in the area.

YES to the RI Trail Project. MO needs more goodwill
endeavors.

As a multiple time user of the current Katy Trail and as a
Missouri taxpayer I totally support the involvement of the
state in development and support of the Rock Island Trail
Project. I see potential economic and recreational benefits to
the citizens of this state in its development and would look
forward to cycling on the trail.

This asset may help give recreational exercise to areas that
don't have trails. Things that bring up quality of life should be
valued for their contributions for future generations.

I remember well, the opposition to the acquisition and
development of the MKT railbed into the KATY Trail State
Park. Fortunately for Missourians, politicians stood up to the
naysayers and the state has a premier resource for its citizens
who benefit year in and year out, from this success. The
benefits are significant to the communities and entrepreneurs
along the route, who have derived strong economic benefit
from the Park. As well, the public has had benefit of recreation
and green space experience from using the trail. I am fortunate
to have had that use over the course of many years. The cost to
maintain the KATY has been substantial when flood damage
eroded sections, but in those incidents, the trail provided an
important emergency access where roads were flooded and
unavailable. The Rock Island crosses differing terrain and

risks, but having this resource may prove just as valuable. A
separate matter is the longstanding support of the sales tax for
parks and recreation Missourians have provided over decades
of re-authorization at the voting booth. Please proceed with
this important initiative.

This is a great idea. I love the KATY trail. I rode the entire
trail 13 years ago and still have fond and vivid memories of it.
Since then I've rode sections and I hope to take my kids on it.
Having another connecting trail would be great for our state
residents and tourists alike.

I strongly support the Rock Island Trail and hope you will
support the Rock Island Trail and accept the Rock Island
corridor from Ameren later this year.

I urge the DNR and Governor Greitens to move ahead with
plans to accept the land from Ameren for development of the
Rock Island Trail. It will be a wonderful complement to the
existing Katy Trail which attracts visitors from throughout the
United States. The Katy (and hopefully soon the Rock Island
Trail) is a world-class asset that distinguishes Missouri.
Linking the Rock Island Trail with the Katy will create an
outstanding attraction.

Hello,

I am a supporter of safe places to ride bicycles. I am a 69 year
old male with a numb left foot due to a Sciatic nerve. It is
difficult for me to run and uncomfortable to walk long enough
distances to exercise, but enjoyable for me to ride my bicycle.
The trails provide a safe place away from vehicle traffic. I can
"wobble" a bit and not fall in front of a vehicle. Recently I
rode 23 miles on the Katy trail, which I often ride on. It
provided needed exercise, it provided comrade, and peace. In
return [ happiLy spent money in the local communities of
Clinton and Sedalia.

The State Park just sponsored a Katy Trail ride with more than
300 participants paying $400.00 to do so. I talked to some of
these people, 5-riders from Pennsylvania, 1 from Houston,
Texas and many from all over the State of Missouri. Many of
these riders brought friends and/or family members with them.
They stayed in our local towns, spent money at local
restaurants and perhaps more important, learned to love our
State.

I am from Owensville, MO which the Rock Island Trail
travels through. Business are being built in anticipation of the
Rock Island Trail, including two new restaurants and a
bed/breakfast bicycle shop in anticipation of the Rock Island
Trail. My town and others prospered in part due to the Rock
Island Trail, starting in the early 1900's. However it has not
provided economic improvement, since it abandonment more
than 30-years ago. It now has the opportunity to revive many
of our small towns. In addition, in Owensville it will provide
both a way to walk or ride bicycles to the middle and high
schools, as well as provide safe and healthy recreation
opportunities.

I grew up on a farm, many of my friends and family are
farmers. I understand their concerns. We need to address
them, but not by shutting down the Rock Island Trail. By
providing fencing and education to the farmers and trail users.
The trail is an excellent opportunity for farmers and trail users
to come together for a common good. Farmers often complain
that "city folks" don't understand or even know where their



milk, beef and other food comes from. What an excellent
opportunities for each to learn from each other while bringing
economic opportunities to their small communities, a win, win
situation.

I understand there are costs, there is for everything. We as
taxpayers support farmers, I am not complaining. Our farmers
contribute greatly to our standard of living in Missouri and
benefits all Missourians, just as supporting our roads do. And
so it is with the Missouri Rock Island Trail, the benefits will
more than outweigh the costs.

It is my wish that the Rock Island become a part of the
Missouri State Park System.

Thank You.

The trail will be of great economic importance to the
communities of Versailles and Eldon. It also gives people in
the area a safe place to ride. Our roads are very hilly and there
are no shoulders. My husband and I have to go at least an
hours drive to ride the Katy trail. We would certainly ride this
trail at least weeekly.

I support developing Rock Island Trail Project because it will
benefit Missouri in the form of increased spending in the state
by tourist and residents. It will provide an area to exercise for
millions of people. It will make a name for Missouri in the
world or bicycling because of how impressive this trail will be
when connected to the existing KATY trail.

Why doesn't the survey accurately reflect the fact that the
entire trail will be longer than 144.3 miles?

Why isn't there more specific questions in this survey?

I am a resident of Missouri and I fully support the use of my
tax dollars to build and maintain the Rock Island trail project.
I say to the NIMBY's opposing the project, you should
consider that this is currently Ameren's property/right of way.
You may like their other potential uses even less. Considering
you once had trains rumbling through your back yard, you
shouldn't complain. This will benefit the whole state in that it
expands public park land for recreational use. We need this
trail. Additionally, many of the small communities along the
trail stand to benefit economically from visitors using the trail.
I think this would be a great asset to the State. I fully support
it. It would be extremely short-sighted and narrow minded to
pass up this opportunity.

My wife and I ride parts of the Katy trail at least 3 times a
week. We have ridden short day rides numerous times over the
past 8 years from Machens (east end) to Bluffton so far, and
are making are way west to see the entire length. We always
stop and eat lunch in one of the small towns along the trail.
Afterwards find antique stores in the area and shop. This is a
fantastic way to support the small local businesses that have
sprouted up along the Katy trail. The Rock Island trail would
give another part of the state an opportunity to see this kind of
economic growth. Have any of the people making this
decision ever rode the Katy trail? Try it sometime on a
weekend between St Charles and Augusta and you will see
hundreds of people riding bikes or walking along the trail.
During the week we have met people along the trail from all
over the US who have came to Missouri to ride the Katy trail.

To have an opportunity like this does not come along very
often.

I believe the Rock Island Trail to be a huge benefit to the
entire state of Missouri and should be endorsed and moved
forward by the DNR. I believe that it has proven that there are
NO detrimental affects to local land owners, only positive
benefits, and many of the small towns receive increased
revenue by embracing these linear trail parks. Given that the
trail/park land is being offered as a donation and much of the
preparation of the trail (removal of rails and railroad ties) are
also included in the donation, the cost to complete and
maintain will be efficient and good use of taxpayer money.
Once a trail corridor like this is lost, it can never be regained.
Look at what these trails have done to help tourism and
recreation in other states like Wisconsin, Minnesota, etc.

As an avid trail user (esp Katy trail) - I think the state should
NOT pursue the Rock Island Trail. It would be a great project
if the state had unlimited resources. This trail would be
somewhat redundant with the Katy. Instead the state should
focus resources on Katy trail improvements and connecting
existing state trails. Just my opinion.

I think the Rock Island Trail Project is a great idea. My wife
and I are avid cyclists and use rails to trails routes all the time.
Though we currently live in Chicago, my wife is from
Owensville, one of the towns on the proposed route, and
would definitely use the trail--and patronize businesses along
the trial--during our frequent visits.

The state should establish this as a trail as soon as it can. This
trail has many features (tunnels, large bridges) that
complement the KATY's mostly riverine setting. Local
businesses have started and grown along the KATY Trail, and
the same can happen along the Rock Island. None of the fears
of local landowners along the KATY have come to pass, and it
provides a great outdoor experience for residents and visitors
alike. The state should also figure out how to connect the trail
at Beaufort to other eastern terminals to better support
tourism. The state should also get out of the way of
communities that want to improved this asset as a local
resource - the state could not ask for better steward than those
who live along it!

Thanks for the opportunity to comment.

I absolutely SUPPORT the Missouri DNR entering into this
agreement. This project brings additional value to our state
park system, adds quality of life for our citizens, creates
tourism, and generates a local revenue.

YES to the Rock Island Trail Project!!

We lived in Beaufort for 20yrs until just recently moving to
Gerald a little over a month ago. In that time I've seen both
towns remain healthy, but both would also benefit from the
revitalization, tourism and exposure the new trail would bring.
If it turns out anything like the Katy trail then I'd expect all the
small towns along the old rail route to flourish amongst the
national and international exposure. I can't think of a better
investment by DNR to both expose residents to further
opportunities and expand Missouri's exposure across the
world.



Missouri most of the
citizens that have expressed a opinion on this subject is very
much in favor of seeing the State parks gain control of the
rails from Ameren and to see if developed into a
walking/biking trail. Our community seems so in favor of the
ideal of developing the trail, that we have had discussions
about trying to get approval if and when the State gains
control of developing the trail per State Parks specs ourselves.
Since we have 3 plus miles running thru our town, and
because i goes thru the middle of our City and would give
easy access to our down town area, parks and business district
we could see it adding economic development down the road.
Personally, as Mayor i am highly in favor of the State gaining
control of this. I encourage DNR to listening to the voice of
the people and not special interest groups!

As a Missouri resident and avid bike rider I urge the state of
Missouri to develop the trail. I have rode the Katy trail and
participated in a cross state bike ride last year (Big Bam).
From these experiences I have visited parts of the state that
most people have forgotten. I see the small towns that have
directly benefited from the influx of travelers along the routes.
I understated that it is a long an expensive process but the trail
will benefit generations of not only Missourians but bike
riders from around the world. The possibility of a 400-500
mile trail loop around the state will make Missouri s world
class biking destination. Overall the long term benefits to the
local and state economy will outweigh the sort term cost of
building the trail.

I believe having a bike and hiking trail replacing the Rock
Island Railroad is not just a good idea but instead it is a great
idea. The economic impact it is already having around the
completed part of the trail from K.C. to Windsor is quite
encouraging and is yet in its early part of the changeover.
When more people have something that draws them to an area
that has something to do that they enjoy doing they will come
and do this and also tell their friends and family about the
wonderful time they had it snowballs into something major as
an attraction more people will want to have fun doing. Along
with more people comes a larger economic impact created by
all these people riding/hiking the trail along with looking for
lodging and things to do in each of the towns as they ride
through them. This has the potential to become a major shot in
the arm for these small railroad towns along the trail and even
some that are close to the trail.

Please continue the efforts to develop this trail. As a family,
we enjoy the opportunity to use the Katy Trail and would
appreciate the growth. In addition to our personal preferences,
this could be a huge attraction for the state. Although they are
hard to measure, the Katy Trail has spurred new job and sales
opportunities and could do the same for the communities
along the Rock Island line. For an anecdotal measure, just
look at the Capitol Plaza Hotel for touring bicyclists.

I strongly support the State accepting the donation and
operating the trail for the good of the public. Public
recreational trails, such as the proposed Rock Island Trails

Project, provide rare opportunities for Missourians of all
classes, urban and rural alike, to get needed exercise and
increase their appreciation for this great State. This trail in
particular would provide a rare opportunity for city dwellers to
get out and see the wonderful farmland that feeds our State
and nation. Many city dwellers get accustomed to buying their
food at a grocery store and can forget where it comes for. By
providing a way for all Missourians to cycle, hike, walk, or
run alongside the farms that sustain them, the State can
promote wellness and at the same time support agriculture.
Agriturism is a growing trend nationwide as more and more
farmers and states see the benefits of a greater percentage of
the population understanding what goes on in agriculture.
Please continue to develop this project so we can grow the
number of heathy Missourians who appreciate and take pride
in our vital farmers and farmlands.

I fully support the trail being created. The Katy trail is already
a huge attraction to our state. The addition and creation of the
rock island trail would only make bigger. In addition, this trail
would boost a lot of local economies along its route.

I think the trail has been a great addition to the State. The
amount of use that [ have seen in the Cass County area has
shown that people from all over like the trail and will use it.
The trail will be a benefit to all and an asset to the
communities along it and the state. We travel the U.S. just to
ride trails like this dropping dollars the entire way. Have
traveled from out of state to ride on the KATY several times.
the success of Missouri's KATY trail is recognized nationally.
an opportunity to double the foot print is a once in a lifetime
opportunity that can not be squandered. the recognized
economic benefits for this land use clearly out way the minor
and misplaced views of the FB. the KATY trail being exhibit
A. give these historic small towns the opportunity. there aren't
many others.

This will be so good economically for these small towns. I
support the Rock Island Trail Project. Please enter into this
agreement! Good for my town of Owensville....and good for
Missouri!

Please accept the donation from Ameren and construct a hike
and bike trail with asphalt or concrete. As a recreational
cyclist I enjoy cycling the Katy Trail with my significant
other. We spend money at restaurants and stores in the towns
along the Katy Trail. I believe the parallel Rock Island
Railroad trail would also benefit the communities along it with
economic development. This trail would be a valuable
resource to Missourians.

Please develop the Rock Island Trail. I just rode the length of
the Katy and back and met lots of people doing the same thing
and many of them were from out of state. The Katy brings lots
of money to Missouri businesses and Rock Island will do the
same. There will be lots of people doing the entire loop when
its finished, all eating, drinking, and spending money in
Missouri. I, for one, cant wait to ride the entire loop. Thank
you,



Recreational trails, especially the Rock Island Trail Project
slated for Missouri.

These types of trails provide an outlet for outdoor
communities to flourish and encourage involvement.

Pairing the use of old, existing, rail path with modern trail
conveniences, all ages and athletic abilities can enjoy the Rock
Island Trail Project for many years to come.

With any defined trail system also comes a plethora of
opportunity for events, such as running/bike races, fun runs
and the like, to utilize an existing trail and in turn support the
communities that touch the trail by bringing in participants to
stimulate the economies and contribute to charitable funds.
Loyal trail users are a neat breed of humans, with a
compassionate heart for nature, health, and enjoying life. The
Rock Island Trail would be a gift to those that do and care the
most in our communities.

I am excited to finally see the Katy Trail more complete and
lengthy with the addition of the Rock Island section. I rode the
Katy Trail as a kid, and completed a few overnights on it as I
got older. I moved away from Missouri then. After being gone
12 years, part of why I cane back a year ago is because of the
increase in public trail systems and conservation. If you're
born a Missourian you love nature in my experience. I think
trails like this will bring a lot of people to the state, and let's be
honest we all know we need the tax base that more people
bring. I'm writing to support the Rock Island trail that is
currently being reviewed.

[ visit MO from CO every year to see my brother and friends
in Columbia and St Louis. My friends and I always ride or
walk sections of the KT Trail during my stay. We enjoy
visiting, shopping, dinning, and camping in the many small
MO towns along the trail. To me, turning the KT into a huge
loop by adding the 144 miles of the Rock Island RR bed
would make the longer trail system even more of a draw for
tourists and locals. The small towns along the proposed trail
would get a much needed economic boost and I would have
another 144 miles of trail and countryside to explore. MO has
been a leader in the rail-trail movement over the past decades.
Please remain in the forefront by including the RIRR corridor
in the MO state parks system and by supporting further
development of MO's recreational trails system for bikers,
hikers, and equestrians.

Thanks,

Yes! Complete the Rock Island Trail and bring more tourism
to Missouri. I will be traveling there this fall, from my home
in Baltimore, Md., to ride on the Katy Trail. I will be staying
for six or seven nights in Missouri hotels, and buying a week's
worth of meals. Also having my bike unpacked and assembled
at a bike shop in St. Charles, and disassembled and boxed at a
bike shop in Sedalia. One more note: I heard there's going to
be a connection between trails in Washington State and Idaho,
and the resulting trail system would make it the longest trail
system in the U.S., longer than the Katy Trail. If I understand
correctly, Missouri could keep that title with the completion of
the Rock Island Trail. That will attract the attention of
bicycling tourists all over the world.

The Katy trail has provided travelers with the opportunity to
see some of the wonderful parts of Missouri that would
otherwise go unnoticed. Local residents, tourists, and business
owners have all benefited from the investments made in the
trail. I believe the investments made in the Rock Island Spur
would be a cost effective

way to help the state stay competitive with nearby states that
have made these investments like Colorado, Arkansas, and
Minnesota. The DNR needs to keep its commitment to the
project so that it can provide another great way for its
residents and tourists to enjoy the great outdoors and provide
an economic benefit as a result.

I think the Rock Island Trail Project would be a great asset to
the State of Missouri. DNR should expedite the process of
developing the trail.

I support the Rock Island Trail Project
Please please accept the trail gift. It would bring positive
change and impact to these communities.

I support the Rock Island Trail project.

Move forward with this land acquisition for the sake of
Missouri.

[ am a cyclist and utilize trails for my past-time. When I travel
to ride my bike through different areas I spend money at local
businesses. Trails like the Rock Island Trail, the Katy Trail,
the Frisco Highline trail, and many others intrigue me enough
to travel to use them. Driving an hour or more to ride through
someone's neighborhood or local highway do not. I know that
my feelings are shared by many others. Thank you!

We live in Leslie, Mo and my family of 6 are avid
hikers/runners and can't wait for this trail to be completed that
will be .5 miles from our house. We would love to see people
stop by Leslie depot for lunch as well. We may be near the
end of this trail but sure am very excited to see it completed..
we have a 7 month old and it would be great to teach her how
to ride her bike on this trail when she is older and just make
great memories. We are looking forward to it being completed
and hopefully soon.

There is no downside to this. The Towns will benefit from the
business. Tourism will skyrocket in these areas. Missourians
will be able to enjoy more healthy, family oriented recreation.
Please accept it

I'm so excited that we'll have a walking, biking trail through
Eldon, mo! I enjoying biking on the Katy trail but I have to
drive to Jefferson city to do that so I don't get to go very often.
The Rock islan trail will allow me to go when ever I want.

To whom it may concern,

The development of the Rock Island Trail would be a great
benefit to the many communities it touches along the trail. It
would provide economic opportunities, recreation
opportunities, and improved health to the many citizens along
the trail that so desperately need it. One need not look any
further than the Katy Trail, and the $18.5 million in annual



economic benefit as well as other unquantified benefits that
have occurred for communities along the trail.

One perhaps overlooked benefit is the improved safety that the
trail would offer to citizens in the communities. Frequently on
the narrow, hilly roads that parallel the proposed trail one will
encounter pedestrians, bicyclist, and equestrian. Frequently
these are members of the Mennonite and Amish communities.
Moving this traffic to the trail will improve safety for them as
well as motorist in the area of the trail.

For the entire 29 years of my life the Rock Island rail bed in
the Versailles area has sat in a state of overgrowth, disrepair,
and unuse. In that state it is an eyesore that provides
absolutely no benefit to the communities. The development of
the trail would bring new life and opportunity to the corridor.
It would rejuvenate the area and bring new jobs to an area of
the state with high unemployment and high poverty rate.

The development of the trail also provides one additional
benefit. The possibility of a future. By converting the line to a
trail and rail-banking, rather than abandonment, there is a
possibility to at some point in the future convert the line back
to rail track to further benefit local economies. Abandonment
would be the final knife in the back of any potential future
benefit to these Missouri communities.

Sincereli,

Please please please complete this trail. It will be a big help to
our area economically and an amazing addition to the lake
areas tourism attraction.

Just rode the trail from Windser to Leeton and back yesterday
(June 25). Love the trail and can't wait to ride the rest of it
many, many times. Any further expansion would be much
welcome. This type of investment is much needed in our
society today.

I fully support developing the Rock Island Trail project.

I think it will be a great investment for the communities. It
will allow people to get to see the beautiful countrysides of the
small town living in Missouri. I live in cole camp and the trail
would literally go right by my house so I am excited to take
the kids and go right on the trail. I hope it happens!

I support the Rock Island Trail project (a conversion of
railroad to trail). Outdoor recreation, trails and parks
contribute greatly to the Missouri economy, and the Rock
Island Trail project should be completed. Citizen support for
Missouri State Parks and outdoor recreation is demonstrated
by the large support for the Parks, Soil & Water Sales tax. The
tax was first approved by voters in 1984, and has since been
reapproved by voters three times in 1988, 1996, 2006 and
2016. At least two-thirds of voters approved the tax the last
four times, showing how much Missouri voters support their
state park system. The Rock Island Trail project should
become an asset of Missouri State Parks and the residents and
visitors to the state of Missouri.

My grandparents live in Owensville, MO and a trail that goes
through there would be awesome to ride on with entire family.
I also think that it would be awesome if it connected with

Grant's Trail in St. Louis, MO and passed through Webster
Groves.

Please continue the walk/bicycle path. Make America Great
Again. Safer from vehicles on highways. Gives us good clean
fun family physical activity. For me personally I don't like any
other activity as much as this one. Gets me off my sofa and
out living with others. When I Retire I hope to do a lot more
than I have been. Please keep this going.
https://blog.gaijinpot.com/riding-shimanami-kaido/ Catch the
dream for a Healthier America. God bless you all.

Hello,

My wife and I, two brother-in-laws and a few others have
used the Katy Trail dozens of times over the past 20+ years. A
group of six (6) or more have also ridden across the entire
Katy Trail three (3) times over the past two (2) decades. These
Rail to Trail rides are Great and anytime someone offers you
the opportunity to continue something which has been
Extremely popular, you have to take advantage of it for your
citizens and lifelong taxpayers who would benefit from the use
of this type of activity. We ask you to please look at ALL the
details and continue to invest in the outdoors in the State of
Missouri. Please contact me if you need additional info for this
exciting New opportunity.

Sincerely, in South St. Louis County, MO
Please let this happen! I found my love of walking 2 years ago
after a health scare that very nearly ended my life. Since that
time ['ve logged over 1,000 miles on our trail system here in
Missouri. This is a good thing! This trail issue is bipartisan
and good for both sides there. In fact if they both got out and
walked on our trails through some of these congressional
sessions I bet they'd get along better and fine less to fight
about! If you want to look at if from a health point of view it's
a very low cost idea that would generate huge health benefits
for almost no moneys. PR would be very nice wouldn't it? In
the end it's a good thing all the way around for all
Missourians!

Ameren Corporation is giving Missouri 144 miles of high
impact property late this year. Twenty towns will benefit.
Please accept this gift. It will not only benefit monetary-wise
but will beautify and provide health and safety benefits to the
citizens of these towns and many others. This is wanted and
needed!

I think it would be a huge benefit to the state and all of the
small towns along the trail. | have people coming from
Colorado just to ride our bike trails.

Please fund this trail and let the project move forward! Many
benefits from the use of this trail.

This is a fantastic idea that will make Missouri a premier
biking destination that will increase much needed tourism
revenue for rural communities in our state. This is a worthy
investment that will pay dividends.

I think the increase mileage will be important to develop
Missouri as a nationwide or international outdoor destination.
We can't compete with Colorado, California, etc. based on



other resources but having a statewide trail system would be a
major draw.

Developing a trail on the former Rock Island would greatly
benefit the public. The trail would provide access to the some
of the best natural scenery that the state has to offer.

My wife and I recently returned from a vacation in Vermont.
One of the highlights of that trip was the Lamoille Valley Rail
Trail. We rented bikes and visited two restaurants near the
trail. We are from Florida, and have a rail trail a few miles
away, which is usually busy with bike-riders, runners,
walkers, and horse-riders. So the question becomes a simple
one: Does Missouri want tourists to consider their state as a
visitor-friendly destination, or are they going to capitulate to
farm groups who think that recreational use of the trail will
threaten their livelihood more than rumbling trains.
Recreation is more revenue. Don't be silly accept this and
make it happen. These towns will not find a better source of
income.

I support the development of the Rock Island Trail Project.
This is a great project for Missouri (and surrounding states)
citizens to access for healthy outdoor activities, and will be a
great benefit to communities located on or near the trail.

Yes, yes, yes! My hope is that the Rock Island Trail will be
complete while I'm still young enough to ride it.

I think it should happen and could provide some new life to
the towns that pretty much died when the railroad stopped
running.

I think we need this trail to draw more people to this area. |
think it would asset to the area. I'm all for it.

From my personal observations during the last 14 years of
living and owning a business on the Katy Trail, there isn't
enough traffic on the current Katy Trail to warrant opening a
new competing trail across Missouri. It is very difficult for
Katy Trail related businesses to stay in business now; that's
why it is difficult to have adequate cyclist services (food,
lodging, bike shops/repair, etc.) along the Katy.

I thought the long-tem goal was to link the Katy Trail with the
Kansas City and St. Louis metro trail systems so there would
be a true border-to-border cycling trail. The Rock Island spur
from Windsor to Pleasant Hill is part of reaching that goal, but
to develop south of Windsor is not a wise use of limited
DNR/State Park funds in my opinion. Focus on properly
maintaining and promoting the Katy Trail as the best trail in
the country to attract more out-of-state users spending their
tourism dollars in our state.

I understand purchasing the land/right of way now since it has
been offered, but think development of the trail
surfaces/trailhead infrastructure should be tabled for better
economic times, hopefully in our future. When the state
doesn't have tax dollars to repair/improve our highway system,
how can we justify adding another recreational trail? I don't
see the benefits of creating a new trail outweighing the cost of
development and ongoing maintenance.

I use and support the trails - I would use the Rock Island Trail
- please support and maintain it. Thank.

We need a trail in the lake area (Miller, Morgan, Camden)
There is nothing here for our local families to enjoy when they
want to bike but not do an Iron Man.

It would be an important addition for the quality of life of
those in and around the new Rock Island Trail Project

Yes!! Please! Please add the Rock Island Trail to the Missouri
Parks System. The Katy trail is a much utilized park in
Missouri and I think this trail system would also be extremely
beneficially for the State of Missouri.

Not sure why this would be reconsidered. There is no political
bias one way or another. The trails cost minimal in the grand
scheme of things to build and maintain. Ameren has given the
property for this use so no purchase cost. The trails create
business for many who are along the trail routes and for others
who supply gear for use on the trails. How can this be a bad
thing?

Let me add these are the kinds of things, pure partisan politics,
that are helping my spouse and I to seriously consider moving
from Missouri as we are now retired. We have made three
exploratory visits to other states and have a couple of more to
go. Unless things change and the government starts caring
about everyone not just there party we are out of here.

I really hope this project happens. Great for tourism, health
and economic driver.

I'm a fair weather backpacker and paddler ( who lives in the
metro-east, and I think Missouri has some of the best --if not --
the best recreational areas in the midwest. This trail will only
add to the state's great outdoor attractions.

As an aside, it looks to me like it would be easy to offer even
more recreational possibilities, if the trail was connected to the
river -- thereby creating a loop which could offer a variety of
racing competitions.

Don't lose this opportunity! I have friends coming from as fat
away as Ca. and Europe to ride the Katy Trail in tour groups.
The Rock Island route is so scenic. We need to make this
happen!

The Rock Island Trail Project is one that will last for many
years to come for the benefit of all young and old. What
greater gift can anyone leave for our future generations to
come! This has been exciting for those who love the outdoors
and wish to venture by walking or riding these trails with
enthusiasm of knowing it once was a train route that created
pathways between cities, states and helped shape America.
This is a project worth investing in.

I am in strong support of the Rock Island Trail Project. As the
Katy Trail has proven, such trails bring an economic boost to
the communities along the trail and make tourism events like
the Katy Trail Ride and the Pedaler's Jamboree possible. The
Pedaler's Jamboree draws over 3,000 riders and the Katy Trail
Ride this year drew riders from 29 states. Trails also provide
an excellent recreational opportunity and promote a healthy
lifestyle for Missourians. I take my kids riding on the Katy



Trail at least once a month, and look forward to taking them
riding on the Rock Island Trail as well. It's hard to see any
downside when the upside is a donated asset, a healthier
economy and healthier people.

My thoughts on the rock island trail are that there any more
priorities that need to be taken care of in Missouri rather then
a bike trail for the community. We have many of bridges and
roads that need to be repaired along with major highways that
aren't in the best condition. My thought is to delay the process
of the trail until all bridges and roadways are up to standards.
I think it would be a huge waste of time and money
developing another bike trail. Especially when our state roads
and bridges need more attention to maintain and resurface.
This is a win all round for the state of Missouri. The people of
Missouri get a new rec trail and the little towns along it will
see an increase for their small businesses. As for farming
opposition, look to the Katy Trail for example. The trail is not
farmable, the same roads crossing the trail will still be there
for access to farm land and hopefully the farmers little towns
will become more prosperous.

Roads an bridges are more important than a bike trail we have
the Katy trail that enough right now most of the local roads
around central missouri are pretty poor

Don't really see the need for it and plenty of other things to
spend our tax money on...like roads, reimbursing the counties
for housing state prisoners, etc.

Green spaces and natural areas contribute to the physical and
emotional health of Missourians, which ultimately results in a
stronger, more productive community. They also make
Missouri more attractive for the kinds of businesses and
professionals we would like to attract to or keep in Missouri.
We may not be able to compete with Seattle or Denver for
mountains, but we can compete with beautiful trails and
rivers!

I believe the trail is unnecessary money should be spent more
on roads and bridges

I would like to see it happen. We live near the trail and would
love to be able to run, bike, hike the trail with the fam.

I live in Stover and I think this is a very good idea. The
potential of income coming into our town and the ability to
have a great place to walk. Please accept this gift.

I am in great support of developing the Rock Island Trail
Project is an excellent idea. The economic impact of the Katy
Trail is already tremendous and the Rock Island Trail would
only contribute to the State's great trail system and tourism.
The citizens of Missouri would be greatly let down if we let
this opportunity pass.

Go for it! This will be a great asset for Missouri and the DNR.

Please enter into an Interim Trail Use Agreement with
Missouri Central Railroad. I love being able to ride my bike

and not have to worry about being hit by a car which is what
these trails allow.

The rails to trails projects have made available many miles of
safe areas to hike, bike and in some areas horseback ride. I use
the Katy trail weekly. I have met some of the nicest people on
the trail. Please see that the rock island trail is completed.
Thank you.

Many of us Kansas cyclists have already ridden from Windsor
to Pleasant Hill and look forward to also riding to Beaufort.
Wish Kansas trails were this nice. Thank you!

I support DNR entering into agreement to create the Rock
Island Trail. I think this will be an improvement to our state.

I can't wait for the completion in Versailles. There are no safe
trails at the Lake of the Ozarks to ride bikes. This will be a
great addition to the lake generating more revenue for the
smaller communities such as Versailles, Stover and Eldon.
We'll now be viewed as being on the map.

Absolutely a must! This will help tourism in Missouri!

No further tax dollars should be used to purchase planned
recreational properties. There is an abundance of parks, trails
and recreational facilities in MO as evidenced by some being
closed or plans to close and many are poorly maintained.
Finally a move toward fiscal responsibility in State
Government.

If you question what this
trail can do for the state and communities involved just look at
the Katy Trail, enough said. But if DNR is willing to do what
the governor will not let the state parks and the effected
communities do, well then have at it. Someone needs to keep
this thing alive. That is all.

As a resident of the state of Missouri and registered voter I am
in full support of the Rock Island Trail Project: Developing
the Rock Island railroad track into Rock Island Trail. I feel
like the tourism dollars generated by this development far out
weigh money brought into the state via other recently
publicized changes.

I will only comment about one legal/financial aspects of the
project. Adding the Rock Island Line to Missouri's Rail Bank
will keep the easements from reverting to the original land
owners--a legal process that would cost the state millions of
dollars and decades of lawsuits and trials. If this process were
to occur, a rail line could not be easily reestablished on the
line. It may be hard to see, but this "interim trail" might
actually save the state money.



Please allow this project to go forward. I believe it would be a
great benefit for the people of Missouri and the communities
along the path of this proposed trail.

The land is Owned by the landowner.the landowners borrowed
the land to the railroad to be used by the railroad. Give the
land back to the people who actually own it! I'm strongly
opposed to this new park! It's stealing from the land owners!
Where is the money to build AND maintain this going to come
from? I think our roads and bridges should come first!

I am in full support of DNR entering into an Interim trail use
agreement with MCR to develop the trail!! Would be a
wonderful thing. ;)

DNR should enter into an Interim Trial Use Agreement for the
purpose of completing the Rock Island Trial Project. If DNR
does not then it would be a greatly missed opppertunity for
Missouri and the communities along the trail.

My husband and I are so grateful that we live in a state that
promotes the outdoors and all the outside activities that are
available in this beautiful state. We have bicycled different
parts of the Katy Trail and even road the whole trail back in
2010.

We no longer have quick access to the Katy due to a move last
year and have been waiting anxiously for the Rock Island
Trail to be completed since we are now living in the Kansas
City area.

From our experience the many small towns along the Katy
Trail have benefit from the trail and I believe it would be the
same for the towns along the Rock Island trail.

Thank you DNR for all that you have done for Missouri!!

The Missouri Department of Natural Resources is one of the
finest agencies in the country. Its praise-worthy history has
created our state's exceptional recreation/tourism assets which
are internationally loved and catalysts of the rural economy -
scenic Ozark riverways, the great Missouri and Mississippi
rivers, the Katy Trail, Route 66 destinations. It is in the state's
interest that DNR take necessary steps forward to convert the
Rock Island Railroad corridor into 144.3 mile long recreation
trail from Windsor, Mo to Beaufort, Mo.

I believe this trail would be a significant addition to the State
Park system, much like it's sister State Park, KATY Trail State
Park.

I fully support the proposed Rock Island Trail Project. I am
and avid bicyclist and walker/hiker and believe that
developing this project would bring great benefits to our great
state. Of course, I have a self-interest because I anticipate
using this Rock Island Trail frequently, just as I frequently use
the Katy Trail. Nonetheless, I believe that developing the
proposed Rock Island Trail would put Missouri front and
center among states that offer these kinds of recreational
opportunities. I believe that Missouri would receive an
abundance of recreational tourists from all over the country
and the world as a result of the development of the Rock
Island Trail Project.

My friends and I just rode the Rock Island trail two weeks ago
on a trip that connected us to the Katy trail. 314 miles in all.
We spent money all along the trail that until now got no
additional spending at all. We spent our money at private
businesses along the Rock Island trail. The fledgling
businesses were happy to see us and agreed that the trail was a
bonus to the community. We stayed at newly built cabins in
Windsor, MO because the Rock Island trail has made it a
destination rather than a just another trail head along the way
to St Charles.

In the 80's farmers about how the KATY trail
was going to undue farming and invite hooligans and ruffians
into their villages and farm fields... None of that has
happened.

Every time we ride the KATY Trail we meet people from
throughout the US and the world who come here to ride that
trail and they spend money too. Opening another 147 miles of
continuous trail will encourage more tourism.

Each tourist is tax dollars in MO's coffers....

Don't cancel the Rock Island trail because of partisan MO
politics. You will hurt rural Missourians which include MO
farmers. Just look at the economic development along the trail
in communities that have trail heads.

When the KATY was an overgrown eyesore there was no
money spent there at all.

Give the poor rural towns a chance with the Rock Island.

Call me. I have no problem speaking as a Missouri citizen,
veteran, taxpayer and voter.

I have rode over 500 miles on the KATY and Rock Island trail
so far this year and have spent money all along the way.
Thank you

Our state's trails have already established that we, as a state,
are committed to the health and well-being of our residents
and tourism that is nature and fitness oriented is a great benefit
to our state. Please allow us to continue to grow our
opportunities to build trails throughout our state using rail
infrastructure. Trails create a sense of community, a
connection to nature, and promote families spending quality
time together. Let us continue to build a rail-to-trail culture in
Missouri.

I support the development of more trails for recreational
purposes. I am an avid bicycle rider & use the Katy Trail
regulatly. Trails such as the one proposed provide more
opportunity for Missouri individuals & families to engage in
healthy activities. It also encourages people to make Missouri
a destination & spend money in our state.

A professional with a Master's Degree from University of
Missouri, one of the major reason I choose to stay in Missouri
is the Katy Trail system. I literally ride the MKT Trail system
on a daily basis, and believe the trail add to the quality of life
myself, for those fortunate enough to live close to such trails,
and for those who utilize them. Please support the "Windsor to
Beaufort" rails to trails project. I have no doubt decade from
now and into the future citizens will be thanking those who
make this trail a reality, just like I thank those who made the
MKT trail a reality.



Yes!! The gift should be accepted to create a world class trial.
What an economic benefit to all towns along the trail. I have
ridden almost the entire Katy trail and I have seen how this
trail has been a win for our state, the communities, wildlife
and plants, and those who ride the trail both from our state and
outside of it. SHOW ME that we can do this, Missouri!

MO is ahead of other states w/Katy & RIT. I now drive from
Texas every yr & ride the KATY trail w/brother & 2 nephews
in 5 days. We're including newly opened section of RIT west
of Windsor this yr. B&Bs, hotels, & restaurants all along route
benefit from our trip. Plus I stay in MO motels along 1-44
before & after trip. Last yr during our annual ride in late Sept.,
there were two larger groups of riders from OH making the
same trip & visiting the same number of businesses for their
food & rest. Additionally we almost every yr, spend $ at bike
shops for repairs & tires.

My strong recommendation is to look at the new proposed
144-mile RIT add in the most positive way to keep MO as a
must go-to state for tourist & for the recreation of MO
residents.

This would be an added extension to the Katy Trail and would
improve tourism in Missouri. Go do it MO!!!

I cannot wait until this trail is complete, it will make a
fabulous loop across the state!!

Please accept the trail, the scenery along the trail is unmatched
and it would be a tragedy not to open this up to the public to
see and enjoy.

thanks

Money would be more widely used on other needs such as
roads, bridges, education.

Get the trail open as soon as possible! Completion of the trail
will create many green jobs and business opportunities in the
middle of Missouri. Start working to link Beaufort, MO
(Eastern end) to Washington, MO city park bike trail.
Washington will be linked to the KATI once the new Highway
47 bridge is completed. Visitors from around the world will
come to Missouri to ride the KATI / Rock Island trail. Great
for business along the routes and in the KC and STL areas.
With the rising obesity epidemic, we simply cannot stress
enough the importance of getting active and getting outside.
Biking and running are wonderful family friendly activity but
a safe place is needed for them. There simply cannot be
enough trails. Also, getting out has been shown to reduce

I think that DNR should consider this, Things they should
demand is that Missouri Central Railroad, ( Ameren Mo.)
should be required to clean up those right of ways. This
includes old ties trees and other items. In Eldon mo, I feel that
they have an obligation to bring it up to city ordinances. We
want the trail, but these items cost money to correct. I feel
they want to get out of their responsibility and pass the buck to
all parties they can. I want this trail to help improve our city
tourism and growth.

In a time when obesity continues to be a all too common
health problems for about one-third of Missourians, I would
hope that this trail will be established. The Katy Trail and
other trail systems in the metropolitan St. Louis area makes it
possible for people to safely walk and bike, getting health-
promoting exercise. I weekly walk a portion of the Katy Trail.
This exercise helps me keep my weight in check and provides
other health benefits. My brother recently used the trail
systems in St. Louis County to bike here to St. Charles to visit
me. He has been able to lose more than 10 pounds by cycling
trips such as this. I'm sure many other people could provide
similar testimonials. I strongly urge DNR to make the Rock
Island Trail a reality for Missourians.

Missouri needs this Trail. It promotes physical activity for
residences and tourism. I live near the Katy Trail and use it
daily- walking. The trail crosses over our driveway ....I see
many people using the trail. My husband is a cyclist. He rides
the trail at least 4 times a week. He meets people from
different states and even other countries. Last summer he rode
the entire trail on his touring bike. (There and back) I enjoy
listening to him talk about his rides. We love the rails to trails.
It provides a safe place for cyclist.

I am all for this idea. It will be people from all over the
country and world to ride this trail along with the Katy. This
would be great for Tourism dollars for the State.

Benton County, Benton County Tourism & Recreation
Corporation and our trails management and promotion group,
Osage Lakes Greenway Corporation, urge DNR to enter into
the interim trail use agreement with Missouri Central Railroad.
Our proximity to the Katy Trail and the fact that the Rock
Island traverses through the northern portion of our County are
prime reasons for our extreme interest in the Rock Island Trail
moving forward. But beyond that we see the Rock Island as
the next step in creating a much larger trail system connecting
the Rock Island and Katy Trail with the Frisco Highland Trail
to our south. In fact, we have been in conversations with the
trail management group in Springfield concerning this very
aspect. When you look at the east/west Rock Island trail you
see an area of Missouri that needs a boost economically. Small
towns, currently without major tourism or destination
attractions could benefit greatly by the Trail.

Benton County is home to “where Missouri’s Great Lakes
Meet” with Lake of the Ozarks meeting Truman Lake in
Warsaw at the dam. Truman is Missouri’s largest lake (59th
largest in the United States), Lake of the Ozarks its second
largest. Not only these lakes but also Pomme de Terre,
Stockton and Taneycomo have the potential to be connected
via a major trail system. We foresee the Rock Island trail as a
massive catalysis to bring more tourist from the major metro
areas and outside the state to our area to enjoy our natural
beauty for years to come.

The Rock Island Trail is a bold initiative for Missouri. So was
the Katy Trail so many years ago. Most would agree that the
Katy Trail has had a significant positive impact on our State.
Imagine how much impact we could have if the Rock Island,
joining the Katy, became the gateway to Missouri’s great
lakes system. For the sake of our regional economic futures,
we urge DNR to enter into the interim trail agreement.



I think this would be one of the best things for Tourism in
Missouri. Small towns such as Eldon would once again have
something to be very proud of! Please do the right thing and
move forward on this wonderful project for the state of
Missouri! And as someone who has been working on a
childhood obesity grant for Miller County through the
Missouri Foundation for Health this would be one more way
to promote health and wellness in our community!! We have
revitalized Rock Island Park and we would love to have the
trail and Depot opened and inviting people to get out and
enjoy our community. Please support this amazing project!

I was visiting Gasconade river this weekend with family
members. We made a point of stopping in Belle on the way
home to give that 1r strip of land a look.

I've heard some smaller towns have long standing issues with
DNR.... But i'm guessing other locals might enjoy the extra $$
coming into those towns along the Rock Island Railroad.
Tourism can equal $$$,etc..

We asked one woman for directions there in Belle. She was
nice helpful & nice.....she mentioned she was from there and
had recently moved back. Viva la Belle Missouri....

Boone County Mo

I highly encourage you to accept and support this trail
development.

We live in Quincy, IL and have now made 3 trips to the area
to ride sections of the Katy Trail over the past 12 mos.,
spending money for fuel, food and entertainment each time.
The trail is the sole reason for us spending money and visiting
these small towns and feel happy to contribute.

Additional trail options would only increase our trips and
expand our spending to these new trail towns.

as a stay at home vacationer, I enjoy our state parks. a trail
south of the Missouri river would serve locals and out of
towners well. biking is a great way to get out of town and
enjoy nature.

In 2012, Missouri State Parks conducted a study to determine
the economic impact of Katy Trail State Park based on user
spending and found the trail had a direct impact of $18.5
million per year. Roughly three dozen towns along the trail
welcome trail users to their restaurants, shops, bed-and-
breakfast inns and other businesses, and thousands of trail
users plan mini-vacations each year that take advantage of
these establishments.

I have personally observed the entrepreneurship that resulted
from the Katy Trail. The small towns along the proposed Rock
Island Trail could benefit greatly from the economic
opportunities the trail would offer.

After Just spending the weekend riding the Katy Trail with my
brothers. I am looking forward to the addition of the new Rock
Island Trail. I was amazed how many people we met from out
of state that were traveling the trail. I was impressed with the
amount of people we saw on the trail over the weekend. Please
consider this for the residents of Missouri and the rest of the
world as future generation can enjoy the beauty of Missouri.

We love the Katy Trail and would be in favor of any
agreement that would convert the rail corridor into a
biking/trail route. It is good for tourism and would be a trail
we would use. This is a good use of DNR funds in my
opinion.

I think the DNR should definitely enter into an Interim Trail
Use Agreement for the purpose of developing the Rock Island
Trail Project. The Rock Island Trail will be long enough to
entice many bicyclists to come to Missouri; furthermore, in
combination with the Katy Trail the attraction will be unlike
any other place in the US consisting of a long distance "loop"
trail. I just finished a trip on the Katy Trail and I would come
to Missouri again to do a trip on the Rock Island.

Many people are currently using the KATY Trail as a means
to ride bikes, walk, run, nature viewing, picture taking , etc. So
many useful healthy ways for people in Missouri to stay
healthy. I love the fact I live 3 miles from the trail.

Extending the trail into the Rick Island will benefit so many
new and previous Users if our beautiful parks. Let's encourage
more people in Missouri to get or stay healthy by providing
another location for healthiness.

I like the idea of making it a permanent trail use agreement.
Property owners are giving up their right of ways to establish
this trail for use by the public, it should at least be a permanent
agreement.

I strongly support the addition of this trail to Missouri's
network of trails. The Katy Trail is Missouri's most popular
state park and has proven itself to be an economic boon and a
tourism draw. When Ameren is willing to donate property to
the state for a valuable asset, Missouri should take advantage
of the opportunity.

I think this wonderful outdoor adventures can be an boom for
Missouri. People will travel not only inside Missouri but from
outside to use this trail.

I think that this trail would be a great addition to Missouri's
trail system.

Please please please build this state park!!! We need more
things like the beautiful Katy trail to attract tourists and locals
alike. Please!!!

I support the DNR entering into an Interim Trail Use
Agreement and I fully support developing the Rock Island
Trail Project

This is trail is a great opportunity for residents and tourists of
Missouri. What a privelage to be able to encourage our
communities to get outdoors and help attract tourism to
Missouri.

Hi. I just want to say that I love riding the Katy Trail and look
forward to seeing the Rock Island finished, preferably before
I'm to old to ride it LOL! Seriously the Katy Trail does so
much for every town it goes through. Just this summer when |
ride to Windsor Mo from Clinton the people I see on bikes
around town that have either rode there from Pleasant Hill or



just came to ride the Rock Island is amazing! And when ever |
see someone loaded down with gear and know that they are
either just starting out or just finishing I always ask where they
are from. And the answer is from all over the country and
sometimes a different country! I meet people that are doing
the Trans America that come to cross the state of Missouri to
get away from cars for awhile and just to see the beautiful
country side. With all the distracted driving these days its nice
to be able to ride and not worry so much about a car coming
up behind you and hitting you. I hope things keep moving
forward to get the rest of it finished because I so look forward
to riding it and want to see Missouri keep its reputation of
having the best trail in the country and lets just keep adding to
it!

We are excited about the trail, we have already had friends
enjoy riding horses on it.

I am the head of 7 member family and we all enjoy trails in
Missouri. We ride and run throughout the state. We'd even
support increasing taxes to maintain the proposed Rock Island
Trail. Thanks!

Please support the continued development of the Rock Island
Trail. Dedicated biking trails allow the citizens of our state to
safely exercise. The trail will also bring much needed business
to the small towns along the trail.

I'm a long time cyclist and have ridden the Katy trail end to
end on several occasions. I have met many people from all
over the country and recently several from the UK that are
traveling the trail. Visitors to MO love the Katy and everyone
I have met on the trail marvels at the beauty of the trail.

I fully support the Rock Island Trail project and look forward
to a time when I can take the trail from St Louis to Kansas
City and travel this new section of trail.

I live in Windsor, and we love what the trails have done for
our town! It's brought in new businesses and is helping keep
the town alive. | imagine it will do much the same for every
town it passes through. I saw a group of about 10 bikers on the
trail just last week.

Trails like this make Missouri a cycling destination. There's
not a better way to see our great state than from the seat of a
bicycle. These trails would also provide a safe way to use the
most efficient form of human Transportation ever devised.
The low cost of obtaining- operating a bicycle could liberate
thousands of people

Yes this is a great idea and should be pursued.

Although it may take a bit of time, I really think this trail
could be a huge asset to the state of Missouri, not only
financially but also in the health of Missouri's residents, which
in turn would have financial benefits. As a frequent user of
Missouri's State parks, I see this one as being a true diamond
in the rough, a crown jewel!!! One other point this corridor is
basically now clear, the sooner you allow usage the better.
With the cost of these projects, please don't wait years and
allow it to grow up again, as re-clearing would only add an
unnecessary cost, probably in the millions, and would allow

the state to reap the benefits sooner rather than later!!! Thank
you. I -

As a resident of Missouri, I completely support the conversion
of the former Rick Island Railroad corridor into a recreational
trail from Windsor to Beaufort, Missouri. This project will
create recreational and tourism opportunities. The Katy Trail
State Park has demonstrated the value of "rails-to-trails"
projects in Missouri. DNR has done a fantastic job of
maintaining and operating the Katy Trail and I expect that
DNR will do the same for the Rock Island Trail Project. I
encourage the State of Missouri to proceed with the Rock
Island Trail Project.

This is a wonderful deal that will do so much for this area! I've
been on the Katy Trail and I have seen all the classy
development that has come from that trail, and I believe our
area could have a real revitalization if this trail comes through.
There is NO negatives as far as I can tell.

The Rock Island trail is a great idea. My spouse and I
regularly ride the KATY and we spend several weekends each
year in towns along the trail so that we can ride the parts that
are not near where we live. The Rock Island will create a
super attraction to our great state. We have met so many
people even from other states and Canada that have come to
Missouri to ride the KATY. Imagine how much impact this
will have on the communities along the Rock Island. Please
support this plan it will be a huge boon to our state and just a
super addition to our wonderful park system.

I fully support project and urge the department to proceed as
quickly as possible.

I feel it is another important step in preserving our natural
beauty, offering another alternative to healthy lifestyle and
bringing economic opportunities to rural areas of the state that
the railroads abandoned. I have been to other states and have
seen the impact the trails have in the local communities,
including our own KATY trail. I vote for accepting the gift!
Please please make this happen it will help small towns across
missouri. It will give people the chance to visit the railroad
towns in missouri that help make missouri what it is today.
Thank you

I think this will round out the Katy trail nicely and provide
more opportunities to a wider area of people. All for it. Love
the Katy trail!

I highly support the trail.

1) would provide a world class trail

2) protection to a green corridor across the state

3) give people from around to stop in Missouri rather than
pass through it

4) open opportunities for economic development for some of
Missouri'most disadvantaged towns

5) health benifits for a very unhealthy state

I have met many people from around all over the states and
even Europe on the Katy Trail. While we have this amazing
trail, adding the RIT expansion makes the trail system a world



class trail in the US and the rest of the world. This is a
opportunity to leave a lasting legacy to our children.

Missouri is not known for fitness and health especially in rural
areas. What analysis can show the long term benefits
especially in rural areas. On each the land and opportunity is
lost it is doubtful it can ever be regained.

I think the Rock Island Trail Project is a great idea. Missouri is
known for having the best trails in the U.S. I just returned
from the 237 mile Katy Ride and people come from all over
the U.S. and parts of Canada to ride it. This is perfect for
tourism - people spend money when they go through these
towns. The same will happen with the Rock Island Trail. More
opportunities for people to use the trails equals more revenue
from tourism.

What a wonderful opportunity for Missouri. A boost for
tourism, health, the environment. It is a win win opportunity. I
looking forward to riding Rock Island Spur off the Katy Trail
this summer. More instate vacation getaways for long
weekends. How much are the farmers off the Katy Trail
bothered by bikers and hikers? Thanks

This project would defiantly become and asset, not a liability,
for the State of Missouri. Folks already come from out side of
the state and country to ride the Katy Trail. I believe even
more cycling enthusiasts would travel to Missouri given the
availability of two trails which form a large loop across the
state.

I have seen first hand cyclists spending money at businesses
along the trail. Some of these businesses were started because
of the Katy Trail and other businesses have customers they
would not have seen with the trail being opened. I believe that
small businesses in small towns along the Rock Island Trail
would bring revenue to the citizens of towns and more tax
revenue for the state.

Going forward, Missouri would be known for its cross state
trails and not just rivers, baseball, beer and wine. It would
been seen as a state to explore though physical activity. It
would been seen as a place to have an adventure.

I'm sure there would be some folks that would not want to see
the trail built. They may not want DMR to spend money on
another park/trail when we already have one in place. Others
want the land to go to the farmers along the rail line. But right
now the state has a golden opportunity to add another asset. If
we let this opportunity pass, we may never have it again.

I live in Osage Beach at the Lake of the Ozarks, and over the
last dozen years or so have ridden several thousand miles on
the Katy Trail, mostly between Jefferson City and Rocheport.
I would ride it even more except for the fact that the Jefferson
City trailhead is 60 miles from my home, and the long drive
makes it impractical to do anything other than a long ride on
the trail, and only occasionally at that.

The prospect of being able to drive to Eldon—which is only
20 minutes away—and ride the proposed Rock Island Trail is
of great interest to me. I have no doubt that I’d log hundreds
of miles a year on it.

I personally know many other cyclists and runners who would
also use the trail, in addition to the many tourists who vacation
here at the Lake. The Lake area is very hilly, and virtually all
of our trails are too steep or too rugged for most cyclists and

runners. They’re also completely unusable by children. Over
the years, I’ve been asked many times by tourists where they
can safely ride their bikes with their children in the Lake area,
and I reluctantly always have to say, “Nowhere”. The Rock
Island Trail would be a safe, nearby place for everyone in the
family to ride, run or walk.

Cities along the proposed trail, such as Eldon and Versailles,
have suffered economically over the last twenty years from
manufacturing plant closures. They are very much in need of
an economic boost, and the proposed Rock Island Trail would
help them. I know that every time I go to ride the Katy Trail, |
buy Gatorade, chips, etc., at locations along the trail (and fuel
to get to the trail and back), and I’d be doing the very same
thing along the Rock Island Trail. Multiply my spending by
that of thousands of other people who would use the Rock
Island Trail near Eldon and Versailles each year, and it could
really make a difference to these communities.

The Katy Trail is an incredible asset to our state. We are so
fortunate that our leaders and trail supporters at the time had
the vision and determination to make it a reality. I think that,
10 or 20 years from now, we’ll look back and say the same
thing about the completed Rock Island Trail. We would have
missed out on a great opportunity to build another valuable
asset for our state had we simply abandoned the idea.

Thank you for the opportunity to express my thoughts, and for

iour consideration.

Osage Beach, Missouri

Yes, please! I am a very frequent user of the Katy Trail. I've
ridden the length of it 6 times, with many more hundreds of
miles over various sections. I've met people from all over the
world on the Katy who can't say enough good things about our
trail system in Missouri. Having yet another trail, and one that
connects with the Katy, will be a wonderful addition to
tourism, the economy, and the health of all Missourians.

I believe the Dept. of Natural Resource should enter into the
Interim Trail Use Agreement with Mo. Central Railroad. This
type of project has repeatedly shown benefits to the areas
where they exist and to the greater Missouri population in
terms of tourism, economic development and public health.
The old Rock Island Railroad corridor has stood vacant and
dormant for too many years. The various railroads that operate
in the greater Kansas City area have not accepted the
responsibility of taking over the Rock Island Railroad lines for
their use. As a result, the land and tracks around the Rock
Island Railroad lines have become dilapidated and an eye sore
for the communities they run through. I am very supportive of
the Missouri Department of Natural Resources entering into
an agreement to take over the Rock Island Railroad properties
to expand the Katy Trail Project. This assumption of
responsibility will greatly broaden the recreational areas in
Missouri and allow these lands to become actively useful
instead of their current state of dilapidation.

This is so exciting! The trail at Belle, Bland, Owensville and
Gerald is already tempting to hike or mountain bike. I look
forward to it being a state park next year. It's a short drive to
Belle where we will have a choice of at least three restaurants
after using the trail. At Freeburg we will be able to go through



the tunnel to have a meal at Argyle or go the other way to
view the Gasconade River bridge. No trail surface
improvement is needed for it to be hiked or mountain biked.
Only a small portion of the trail can be used for horse back
riding. I'd like to see the trail opened up completely for horses
just as it is for hikers & cyclist.

Yes, please do it! The Katy Trail is wonderful. I'm excited to
have another long distance biking option for myself and for
out of state friends who visit.

I live close to the trail and I can only see good things coming
from the trails completion.

I live in Oklahoma, but urge support for the Rock Island trail.
Myself and a number of fellow Oklahomans come to ride the
KATY (and spend money on hotels, restaurants, and other
places) along the KATY each year. The rock island will add to
the communities along the trail and bring more people and
money to the area and state

Thank you

Edmond, Oklahoma

Yes, I strongly support the Rock Island Trail Project. It would
bring wonderful recreational opportunities for the citizens of
Missouri and others who visit our state. It would further
enhance our state's trail system and positively impact the
towns along the route.

Over the years, in many states, conversion of railroad lines to
public use trails has been a huge boon for communities, not to
mention a way for governments to fairly easily and
inexpensively support healthy outdoor activities.

I live in Washington State but I have bicycled the Katy trail in
Missouri several times. While on the trail, I have observed the
beauty and diversity of Missouri across the entire state. I know
of NO community that has regretted the conversion of rail
lines to multi-use trails. I urge leaders in Missouri to capitalize
on this opportunity and partner with the private sector and
local communities to further build on its progress toward this
valuable goal by developing the Rock Island Rail Corridor.
Thank you.

I support this!!!

As a frequent user of the Katy Trail and a resident of Drake
Missouri I would like to see this Project come to fruition. I
think it will provide economic growth to many communities
that border the trail. It's a great way to promote health and
fitness and show off great communities to residents of
Missouri as well as visitors from other states.

The existing railroad was an eyesore and the new trail will
breathe new life into an old eyesore. I see new businesses
springing up to take advantage of the influx of out of area
guests providing for new growth and business excitement in a
region stuck in decline.

Tourism is important to MO. This trail will attract many
tourists. It will also be a boon to those of us who live in the
state and use an active lifestyle to keep ourselves healthy.

Finally, it will be of economic benefit to the many small towns
along the proposed trail.

We live in Morgan County, Missouri and we strongly support
the Rock Island Trail. It has long been a dream, please make it
a reality.

This is obviously a great deal for Missouri. The Katy trail
provides a great deal business to the shop I work at, and the
Rock Island Trail will only add to this economic benefit. In
fact, the additional mileage will probably draw more users to
both trails. Missouri would be foolish to say the least to pass
up an opportunity such as this.

We need this trail. I live in Eldon just miles from the Lake of
The Ozarks. Eldon could benefit greatly from the trail coming
through our community. We have been making preparations
for years for when the trail comes through. A alumni of Eldon
High School has donated $150,000 for the restoration of our
depot to make a visitors center for those passing through on
the trail. Rock Island Retirement Center has been built in
hopes to use the trail. Several new businesses have shown
interest of moving to our community once the trail is
established. Eldon is my home and will be due to my husband
running a family business. I hope to bring the recreation
benefits and pleasure of the trial so that my kids want to
continue to live in Eldon and we can attract new residents as
well.

I support this rails to trails project. Trails like this provide
recreational/fitness opportunities for many people. They also
bring in tourists and are something that attracts people to
move/work in the area.

A great opportunity for Missouri businesses along the trail as
well as recreational activities for Missourians.

I believe this is a great project with enormous potential. I
really hope Missouri can create this trail

I'm from Pleasant Hill and love that the trail is extending!
Please move forward with the project so the Katy trail can
keep growing. It'd be amazing if one could bike from one side
of Missouri to the other via a trail on an old railway!

I support the DNR entering into an Interim Trail Use
Agreement and I fully support developing the Rock Island
Trail Project.

I for finishing the trials. The use of the trail can't impact the
farms as much as it's use for trains. They really just want free
use of the land without having to pay for anything. .

Outdoor recreational opportunities are always a positive thing.
Strongly support this endeavor.

Please maintain the Multiple Use concept some the greatest
number of people may utilize the resources

My family and I love riding, please keep this going!!



I fully support the development of the Rock Island trail. It is a
great opportunity for business and recreation in Missouri.

I support this Trail Use Agreement. I have family in Bolivar
and Eldon. Both communities have suffered significantly
economically the last few years. Eldon seems poised to try to
capitalize on the trail already with a planned railroad depot
welcome center. I think this could be a helpful shot to a
community that desperately needs one. Bolivar would benefit
from proposed expansions up to Rock Island from the Frisco
Highline trail. I visit the Frisco Highline several times a year
as | visit family in Bolivar and consider it a real asset to the
community.

I think the Katy Trail is one of the best tourist resources in the
State of MO. I meet so many folks from out of state using our
trails and spending money in Missouri. The addition of the
Rock Island Trail is just another clean source of income for
our state. It also provides another opportunity for folks along
the trail to exercise and improve their health. Please consider
accepting the land for developing another trail.

Thank You!

Please continue to develop the Rock island trail. My family
currently uses the Katy trail and would enjoy the new trail.

I ride my bicycle every day and it is because of the wonderful
trails that our state and local government have made available
for all. The health and economic benefits to our state are
beyond measure. Please consider giving strong consideration
to developing Rock Island Trail Project.

I strongly support the Rock Island Trail development. Trails
add to much to the community: family friendly recreation, safe
alternative travel, and revenue!

I'm a cyclist originally from Warrensburg, MO. The Rock
Island Trail will bring significant financial benefits to the
communities it connects. Every time I ride the KATY trail, I'm
amazed at how many locals I see enjoying the trail... so the
health benefits are great, too!

This new trail will be wonderful for anyone in MO or
traveling to MO. I plan to use it as an alternative to the
beautiful MKT trail. This will make our state so attractive to
live in or visit!!!

Completion of this trail will create an economic windfall for
all cities along the trail and will be an draw to cyclist all across
America and international. It will create a cottage industry
catering to cyclist and create jobs.

I think it would be great and give a great opportunity to
explore outside to a large number of people.

After the unbelievable success of the KATY Trail park
development this would seem to be a a "no brainer" for a state
looking for any kind of extra revenue. Look at the rate of
return - 18 tol. We would be stupid to not make that
investment.

I truly hope that DNR is able to complete this project and I
fully support it. As a current Katy trail user who takes
advantage of amenities offered by communities along the trail,
I know that the Rock Island trail would be a great boon to the
communities along the future trail. It would allow people in
those communities a place to recreate and exercise, and allow
long-distance cyclists another trail option across a portion of
the state (and give them a chance to purchase goods and
services in those communities along the trail).

I do hope that work on the trail can move forward and be
completed as planned. It would be a shame to postpone or
abandon such a project.

I ride the katy trail all the time. I've met people from different
states, France, Ireland, Germany and China riding the trail.
They come from all over to ride the trail or passing through
using it. It has a tremendous economic effect on communities
and the state. I've ridden the Rock Island from Pleasant Hill to
Medford with a group. We had money to spend and no where
to spend it. Facilities and development will come. It would be
mistake not to further the Rock Island. Small communities
would benefit tremendously, bringing tax dollars and jobs.

I think this is a great idea. Provides opportunity for people to
enjoy the outdoor activities the trail provides. I also believe
the trails use boostsvthe economy of cities and towns located
along the trail. I also support 100% use for equestrian activity
on all such trails in Missouri.

I'm just one voice but speaking for millions of people from the
United States and all over the world. I'm so excited about the
Rock Island Railroad possibly becoming a hiking and biking
trail. I'm originally from Koeltztown, MO a farming
community and loved hiking and biking all my life. From our
farm I would ride over county roads and black tops to
Koeltztown and Argyle. My sister would ride her bike along T
hwy every evening by Koeltztown. Just ask people around
there, how many times did you almost hit her or me? I can’t
wait for the day Argyle will have the trail open. Argyle, MO
would be the CROWN JEWEL along this trail. It’s close to
the Freeburg and Koeltztown tunnels and the bridges on the
Big Maries creek, Gasconade River and Osage River. I used to
watch the train go through Argyle on that track after church on
Sunday mornings and never in my wildest dreams ever
thought I might be hiking or biking on it someday. Argyle
wasn’t originally settled where it is today. It was about 8 miles
from where it is now but the church burned and about that
time the railroad was coming through and being developed.
So, they built a new church where it stands today in Argyle all
because of this railroad. This railroad track brought this town
alive back then and hopefully will bring life back to Argyle
and all small towns along the way. I now live in Vienna, MO
on a farm. Farmers DO have FUN! I would work my boys
cutting spouts, picking up rocks, hoe thistles in the morning
and then I'd take them and my nieces ALL the way to the Katy
Trail in JC, 45 miles, just to have a safe place to bike ride. I
tried riding on highways with them but you know boys, NOT
a safe place for them. It was a treat for them to ride on the
Katy Trail and they LOVED it and still do. My brother lives
on the family farm and farms the land and you would never
think that he LOVES bike riding. He, his 4 children and wife
took an old beat up van all the way to Breckenridge, Colorado



to bike ride (can’t believe they made it there and back LOL).
They have almost 10 miles of bike trails through the woods on
the farm to bike ride on that they developed because of their
passion for riding. I know a lot of farmers around that area.
They are against it and understand where they are coming
from. It does go through their farms and disturbs their piece
but wouldn’t they like to see and hear children laughing and
enjoying the outdoors like mine did? Go to the towns along
the trail and see what brings people to their town. The town of
Argyle has 2 bars. Take look at the black marks on their
streets. Ask Argyle town’s people if that’s the kind of people
they want their town to continue attracting. Ask the Mayor of
Argyle, _, how many people complain to him
about tires squalling at 3:00 AM in the morning and loud
music. Bike tires aren’t that loud when squalled and won’t
leave much of a mark and it for sure won’t be at 3:00 AM!
Argyle also has a church and church functions to bring people
to town to help raise money. Why not have trail events to raise
money? People opposed to the trail need to go to the weeklong
Katy trail ride in June, the peddlers Jamboree in May and
Rocheport on Sunday mornings after church and see how
many people are just walking the Katy trail in their Sunday
best! I, my boys and family enjoy these Katy Trail events
every year. These are families with children from babies to
90+ year olds on this trail that love the outdoors. What kind of
people do they think this new trail is going to bring to their
town anyway? They need to get out of their turtle shell they
are living in and realize that CHANGE WILL make this
happen. I would like for someone to ask these people opposing
the trail just one question, WHAT DO or have you DONE for
fun with your children? Their face will go blank and will have
no answer!

I also ride horses so it would be great if sections of the trail
were open for horse riding (especially Argyle, MO area). I
love kayaking on the Big Maries, Gasconade and the Osage
River and float under these bridges the trail will cross. I have
played in the tunnels by Freeburg and Koeltztown. I see this
trail everywhere on my adventures hiking, biking, horse riding
and kayaking and would love to see it come ALIVE to enjoy!
I’11 be there opening day! I just bought my 2 year old grandson
a new bike and purchased one for myself also so I’m ready to
wear it out and if not in Missouri then I’ll see ya in another
state! I haul my bike all over the United States to bike
beautiful trails and hike. I can't wait until this amazing trail
brings people from other states to see what our state has to
offer. You have no IDEA how big this trail will be unless you
are a true hiker or biker.....it's peoples passion, addiction and
enjoyment! It will get young kids off their cell phones and
outside. What more to say, that said it all.....get the YOUNG
generations and everyone OUTSIDE on a SAFE trail.

Maybe bike shops / companies should build along and invest
in parts of the trail. Town’s people should turn their bars into
bike shops; B&B’s and purchase parts of the trail! What will it
take? We send people to the moon but can’t develop a 144
mile trail for EVERYONE to enjoy? People or whatever’s out
there will come from outer space to enjoy this trail
someday.....don’t laugh, if you build it they will come, maybe
not in our lifetime but generations to come!

Like I said, I’'m just one voice but there are millions of stories
like mine that people are wanting to tell to wake this trail up!

The outdoors is my passion, addiction and enjoyment so help
it become so many more people’s enjoyment in life.

Name withheld........ but if you are from any of the small
surrounding towns of Koeltztown you know my family and
me. [’ve given enough clues for you to know who I am........ if
not, see if you can come find me and join me in the great
outdoors, you just might like it,

This section need to address the equine community. Tickets,
and bikers are taking out trails, so it's only fair that we get
more miles of trails to ride on here.

We equestrians keep getting pushed out of ours. . Those of us
who live a far distance from the other section of. Horse
friendly part of tbis trail, need additional trails further out.
Preserving resources like the Rock Island Trail for public
access should be a high priority of the State of Missouri. |
hope the DNR will pursue this opportunity.

I have seen a video of a flyover of this portion of the Rock
Island Trail. This route passes through some of the most
spectacular landscape in Missouri. A trail on this route would
be a national (even international) tourist destination and a
great economic boon to small rural towns in the area. It would
complement the other attractions such as the wineries, etc.

I support the acceptance of the donation of this right of way.

[ use the MKT trail about 4 times a month and see what a
draw it is to tourism as [ meet and talk with riders and walkers
from all over the country. This is an unique opportunity for
Missouri to expand its successful trail system. Please don't let
this opportunity slip by.

Please, please, please go forward with the Rock Island Trail
Project. Nothing could have a more positive impact on health
and revenue for those small, local towns along the trail. Rail-
Trails statewide have been an enormous success and Missouri
should keep that momentum going with the Rock Island Trail.
I am wholeheartedly in favor of this project. I live in Illinois
and have biked the KATY Trail in Missouri numerous times.
When biking the KATY Trail, we always meet people not
only from Missouri, but from all over the country who come
to ride it. I think this new trail would bring additional people
to your beautiful state.

Please proceed. This is a wonderful plan. I use the Katy trail a
lot, and I have even driven down to the Eldon area to observe
the work in progress. I live off 54 between the trails. I can't
wait for it to open.

I am writing to urge support for the Rock Island Trail project.
I have been a user of the cross state Katy trail since it opened,
taking my children as they learned to ride bikes and now as
adults. Trails such as these offer a unique setting for relaxed
riding, seeing nature up close and fitness for those who chose
more challenging trip lengths. The offer from Ameren to
donate this corridor offers a one time chance to add a unique
piece of recreation to our parks system. I urge our legislators
and Governor not to be penny wise and pound foolish. If this
opportunity is missed,I doubt there will be a second chance to
obtain a path of this magnitude. If there is any doubt as to the
positive economic impact this could generate, I urge our
Governor and legislators to visit the towns of Rocheport or



Hartsburg on a Sunday afternoon. Take a look at what is
becoming one of the biggest cycle tourist events in the
Midwest, the Peddlers Jamboree. Last year there was a
thoroughly ill conceived bill proposed in the Missouri House
of Representatives that would have required all cyclists to
display a 15ft. flag when riding on lettered county roads.
Clearly, this was an attempt to discourage bike riding as a
form of convenient recreation. Trails such as these please both
sides by allowing a bikes only place that reduce car/bike
friction. Please do not miss this opportunity to develop this
unique park for the people of Missouri.

I support the creation of the Rock Island Trail. I may never use
it but it is good for Missouri to have trails like this one.

I think this would be a great asset to the state. Adding the
Rock Island to the Katy could potentially bring in significant
tourism and income to the state and the rural communities that
it would connect.

I believe that the return on investment will be worth
completing the trail. [ use the Katy Trail almost every day, and
have seen how small towns around it have benefitted. I have
watched the businesses grow and see the money that events
utilizing the trail bring into our communities. I would use the
trail every chance that I have, and I know that it would draw
tourism from outside of Missouri.

Thank you for your time!

urges the
DNR to enthusiastically support all efforts to develop and
operationalize the Rock Island Trail project.

When complete, the 144 mile long recreational trail will
enable extraordinary economic opportunities for the
communities along the route and will demonstrate Missouri's
commitment to the health and well being of its citizens.

I would definitely use this trail. I ride the Katy Trail frequently
and would like some new places to go. My experience on the
Katy Trail is that only in recent years are people beginning to
realize the economic benefit of this recreational trail with
restaurants, shopping, and places to stay, and there is lots of
opportunity. I love Missouri's small towns and would love to
find a way to spend more time in them.

I live in Columbia Missouri. Initially, people opposed the Katy
Trail conversion as well. It has become a cherished resource
for Missouri and has helped rejuvenate small towns along the
trail.

I would strongly urge that the Rock Island Trail Project be
completed. It's a valuable resource that will be used by
Missourians and tourists for many years to come. Denial of the
trail would be very shortsighted. Let's not let this wonderful
opportunity go to waste!

I am an avid user and supporter of the KATY and MKT trail
systems and I strongly support the future addition of the Rock
Island Line. These trail systems are a valuable resource for the
people of Missouri and they are attractions for our of state

visitors. Please move forward with the entry into the Interim
Trail Use agreement.

I would love to see this trail developed and hope you will
allow equestrian users to enjoy it too. Since it goes through
more rural countryside, it would be a great alternative for us to
be able to ride from town to town safely.

Based on the public reporting available, I think these long
distance rail-trail conversions have been very successful
everywhere they have been tried. They provide economic
benefits for the communities along the trail and a tremendous
recreational opportunity for our citizens. It looks like the
community of Belle, Missouri has taken a great first step in
showing us how to move the project forward. Look for grants
and private money to add to the public financing of the
construction and maintenance of this valuable gift. This looks
like exactly the kind of public/private partnership everyone in
government seems to be searching for today. If the State
doesn't have the funding to build the facilities at this time then
at least accept the gift so the property is not lost. The trails can
then be built in sections when funds are available.

Please keep this project alive. Destination vacations for
bicycle riding are growing nationwide, and this project makes
Missouri a leader in this category. I am a frequent user of the
Katy Trail and a trail eventually connecting St Louis and KC
would be a real benefit to the state. It is unclear to me how this
negatively impacts farmers. There is already a right of way in
place, and I am not aware of concrete evidence that the
existing Katy Trail impacts contiguous farms.

1 100% disapprove of the Rock Island Trail Project. This land
should have been turned over to the land owner, as originally
was promised, when the rail road became inactive. Also this
project allows total strangers access to your property, unless at
great expense to the tax paying landowners to put up fences to
keep trespassers off your property. Let alone the dangers
during legal hunting times. Bottom line is the money used on
this project could go to far better uses of upgrading, and
repairs to our already decaying infrastructure. I hope the
Government can see that this is total waste of money, that will
generate little to no return.

The City of Warsaw with persistent commitment has
developed a waterfront high quality trail system for visitors
and residents. The goal has always been to extend our trail
system to the KATY Trail in Sedalia. With the possibility of
the Rock Island going through out county, we believe we can
extend our trail system to the northern part of the county with
a connection to the Rock Island and then on to Sedalia and the
Katy Trail. This would greatly diversify bicycling
opportunities for both major east west trail systems across
Missouri. Additionally, we see an opportunity to extend our
trail system south the Bolivar and connecting to the Frisco
Highline trail to Springfield. This connection would create a
major north south trail route that further diversifies bicycling
opportunities. By using Warsaw as the hub that connects these
three major trail systems, we believe it opens up tourism
opportunities not only for ourselves, but also all counties that
the network of trails will go through. Currently, the KATY is
nationally and worldwide known. Imagine what would happen



to our state if all three trails linked. The benefit could vastly
increase tourism revenues for all the communities, counties
and the state. We have to look at the bigger picture and realize
that the Rock Island is critical to making our state the place to
not only bicycle, but also combine other recreation activities
that can attract nationwide visitors.

I would so appreciate turning the rail system into a trail . Great
for all trail riders.

i am strongly in favor of this project. if the use of the katy trail
by in-state and out-of-state people is any indication of the
success this could be , it seems like a no brainer. Tourism
dollars and another reason to visit missouri!

I live in Columbia MO and our MKT trail and access to the
Katy trail is an asset to our town. It serves as a commuter trail,
a site for events, or simply for exercise and pleasure. Please
develop the Rock Island Trail. I would like other MO towns to
have the same opportunities.

The more multi use trails the state has, the better for our
residents and tourism! Please allow horses on this trail. My
husband and I specifically moved to Missouri because of the
number of trails in this state. Horse trails allow people who
may not be physically able to walk or bicycle long distances,
to be able to enjoy the beauty of this state!

I am fully supportive of the Rock Island Trail. The following
reasons are some of my arguments in support of the Rock
Island Trail:

1) Economic development. The Katy Trail generates an 18:1
return-on-investment to the state's economy, with 400,000
annual users. The Rock Island goes through the middle of
towns so it will have greater daily usage and economic impact
per mile.

2) International tourist destination. When completed, the Rock
Island and Katy Trails will form a 459-mile world class trail
loop unlike any other.

3) Transportation safety and efficiency. An estimated 30 miles
of the next section of the trail are within the city limits of
small towns, so local residents will be able to use the trail for
transportation and recreation on a daily basis. Planners are
considering allowing horses and buggies on the trail in the
Versailles area, to accommodate local Mennonites who are
currently forced to ride on a two-lane highway.

4) Safe Routes to School. In Owensville, the schools are just
east of the highway and the town is mostly to the west, so
students are not allowed to walk or bicycle to school for safety
reasons. That will change as the completed trail will pass
under the highway, creating a safe route to school for local
children.

5) Local community support. Many of the towns along the
Rock Island corridor are already making plans on how to use
the trail to strengthen their communities. Belle plans to
renovate its former MFA as a welcome center, with
wraparound decking and other inviting spaces. Eldon plans to
take advantage of the trail as a new community asset for
transportation, recreation and exercise for clients at local
medical and assisted living facilities. Eldon has already
received $150,000 in matching money to rebuild a former
railroad depot as a welcome center, museum and offices for

their Chamber of Commerce. Springfield wants to connect
their 35-mile Frisco Highline Trail ending at Bolivar to the
Rock Island Trail, including Warsaw's trail network. Jefferson
City is discussing connections between the Katy and Rock
Island Trails at Eugene or Eldon.

Please consider my comments and full support of this for the
state of Missouri. The state of Missouri needs this!

The Katy Trail continues to amaze me with how well known it
is nationwide and even internationally. I live near the trail and
have met people from several states and a few other countries
that came to Missouri for the sole purpose of traveling the
Katy Trail.

Adding this additional trail, forming almost a loop would have
an effect far beyond just the extra miles of trail.

I am certain we will never regret making this trail happen and
would absolutely regret not doing it.

we need more trails for kids to explore with there familys.we
need more biking areas for bikers to be more safer riding then
on the hwys.let it get done for the history and show people the
past

I strongly urge you to move ahead with the Rock Island Trail.
I am a regular user of the KATY Trail, and would love to have
even more opportunities to ride. The KATY Trail is already a
national treasure, and adding the RIT to make a near-complete
loop of more than 250 miles would make Missouri a major
destination of long-distance cyclists.

From an economic perspective, I might add that I buy lunch at
a trailside restaurant almost every time I ride the KATY Trail,
and now that I am retired I will be making longer trips and
staying at bed and breakfasts along the route. I would love to
do the same on the RIT.

The Trail has the potential to boost tourism in small
communities, helping with local businesses, and providing a
new stream of income they wouldn't normally have access to.
It's a great way for families to do something together that costs
little to nothing. It also provides a great way for exercise.

I think that it is great that our state is able to continue the rails
to trails project and I hope to see more in the future, like in the
Steelville and Cherryville areas. This brings more people to
our state for recreation and that means more tax dollars to use.
Keep up the good work!

I support this project!!

Please support the development of the Rock Island trail
project! My husband and I are retired school teachers on a
limited budget. We bike on DNR trails almost daily. We
encounter many people from out of state using these trails and
they provide economic stimulus to these small towns and
leave with positive impressions of our state. Furthermore, the
people of the state of Missouri have consistently supported
their parks with their votes. Having green spaces and long
travel corridors makes Missouri a unique gem. What other
state will be able to advertise that you can travel almost from
one end to the other on a safe, green trail?



Hello, My name is and I live in Maries County,
just 7 miles south of Belle, and I am an outdoor adventure
enthusiast that fully supports this trail for the health benefits
and economical benefits it would bring to our local
communities. This trail would bring in more industry and
growth for our local towns and inspire individuals to be more
healthy & fit with the opportunities this trail will bring for
biking and walking. Area business's would become more
profitable and other new business would aspire to open, such
as myself. I want to start a B&B on my beautiful property &
offer a shuttle service to pick up individuals and families
interested in staying along the trail. This trail is located in a
beautiful part of the state and will bring in tourism from other
states. I met a lady, while rafting the Colorado river in May,
named- who is considering a biking tour on the Katy
trail with an outfitter that specializes in bike rides and
camping this fall. She's an electrical engineer from New
Jersey, a professional, who enjoys the great outdoors and
travels to a different state each year. This trail would attract
many professionals who care about the environment and want
to enjoy the beauty of our beautiful state. We need and
deserve the opportunity to have a trail of this size to impact
our communities and state in a positive way financially and
also bring people together as a community and family. I would
frequent this trail often as I cannot ride on Hwy 42 or Hwy Z
(also through beautiful country) because we don't have special
bike lanes like so many other states do and I will not take the
risk of getting hit by a car or truck who doesn't see me in time.
I would be happy to volunteer and donate my personal time to
help finish this trail in whatever capacity is needed. Please
support this trail!! Thank you, -

This is a multi-generational legacy project and this is the one
and only time in history that it can be started. It would be
extremely selfish and short-sighted for the State of Missouri to
decline the AmerenUE donation of this ROW and fail to enter
an Interim Trail Use Agrement.

Like the Katy Trail which has received world wide acclaim
and continues to grow in use and popularity, the Rock Island
Trail will take several years and government administrations
to develop and reach its full economic and quality of life
benefits. The route goes through several small and
economically struggling communities which have already
recognized the value of this long term asset and even with
their limited resources have begun localized development of
the trail as a first step to realizing the long term goals of
revitalizing and sustaining their communities through eventual
connection to a world class statewide trail system.

Aside from any potential ROW underlying ownership issues,
as a practical reality no current living adjacent landowner has
ever had any legal use of the ROW surface. Conversion from
railroad to trail use is not taking away any use of the ROW
which they have had during their lifetime. Procedures to
determine just compensation for the underlying value of the
land are long established and available for use as may be
necessary.

I was responsible for the first Rails to Trails conversion
project in Missouri, the Columbia MKT Parkway, and for the
acquisition and development of the Jefferson City Greenway
Trail System both of which now connect to the Katy Trail
State Park. Many of the same opposing arguments were made

to discourage those projects but a long term vision and
persistence created these trails which are among our state's
most heavily used public facitilities and are enjoyed by
hundreds of thousands of Missouri citizens, out of state and
international visitors. Being connected to a Katy/Rock Island
Trail system loop holds incredible long term economic and
improved quality of life potential.

I strongly urge Governor Greitens and DNR to support the
continuation of this project.

This would be a huge mistake not to take advantage of this
opportunity presented to us now. The benefits for the state of
Missouri are unlimited. This is not a project that has to be
completed in a short time, however not taking advantage of
the gift would be very shortsighted. Generations of
Missourians and out of state family's would enjoy this project.
Please think of the future of what Missouri has to offer and not
the current budget battle. Once this is gone, it is lost forever.
Thanks for you time.

This would be a great biking route!!

That sounds like an awesome trail! As an avid cyclist in
Columbia & regular user of the Katy Trail I would love to see
more trails put it & check them out.

I would love to see Columbia do this!

We are definitely in support of the Rock Island Trail project.
We have crossed Missuri on the Katy Trail and see the
economic impact it has on small Missouri towns along the
way. Our state needs the tourism dollars this will generate.
Plus, it is just good to our own citizens to have a way to
appreciate the beauty of our state.

They encourage healthy living and give people another outlet
to exercise and enjoy nature! Not everyone enjoys going to a
gym and there are so many ways in can boost the local
economy.

This is a great idea. We need more reasons to be outside.

I would like to be able to ride my horse on this trail.

As an equestrian, I would really like the Rock Island Trail to
include our interests also. I am unable to make the meetings
due to locations and work. But would like to show my support.
I think the trail would be an amazing opportunity for the state
and local communities. I would hate to see this not go through.

I strongly support the DNR supporting the rock island trail.
On behalf of PedNet Coalition and the 7,000 members we
represent in central Missouri, I strongly urge you to accept the
donation of the Rock Island Trail rail corridor, and complete
the development of the trail.

Why support the Rock Island Trail?

Economic development. The Katy Trail generates an 18:1
return-on-investment to the state’s economy, with 400,000
annual users. The Rock Island goes through the middle of



towns so it will have greater daily usage and economic impact
per mile.

International tourist destination. When completed, the Rock
Island and Katy Trails will form a 459-mile world class trail
loop unlike any other.

Transportation safety and efficiency. An estimated 30 miles of
the next section of the trail are within the city limits of small
towns, so local residents will be able to use the trail for
transportation and recreation on a daily basis. Planners are
considering allowing horses and buggies on the trail in the
Versailles area, to accommodate local Mennonites who are
currently forced to ride on a two-lane highway.

Safe Routes to School. In Owensville, the schools are just east
of the highway and the town is mostly to the west, so students
are not allowed to walk or bicycle to school for safety reasons.
That will change as the completed trail will pass under the
highway, creating a safe route to school for local children.
Local community support. Many of the towns along the Rock
Island corridor are already making plans on how to use the
trail to strengthen their communities. Belle plans to renovate
its former MFA as a welcome center, with wraparound
decking and other inviting spaces. Eldon plans to take
advantage of the trail as a new community asset for
transportation, recreation and exercise for clients at local
medical and assisted living facilities. Eldon has already
received $150,000 in matching money to rebuild a former
railroad depot as a welcome center, museum and offices for
their Chamber of Commerce. Springfield wants to connect
their 35-mile Frisco Highline Trail ending at Bolivar to the
Rock Island Trail, including Warsaw’s trail network. Jefferson
City is discussing connections between the Katy and Rock
Island Trails at Eugene or Eldon.

The development of the Rock Island Trail is an enormous
opportunity for the State of Missouri, and one we should not
allow to slip away.

PedNet Coalition
Columbia, MO

The trail will be great recreational and economic asset to the
State of Missouri and the communities passes through. Trail
tourism can boost local economies. Trail users and local
farmers can co-exist in harmony.

I think it is a great deal if it is going to be opened up to
everyone including horseback riders. If not then the land
should be returned to the land owners.

Yes! The trail will be an asset to the health and welfare of the
people of Missouri and promote tourism and travel to, and
within, our State.

Please do not pull funding for this project. It is a positive
program for the state of Missouri and its residents.

This will provide excellent recreational use for my family. We
live in Rosebud, MO and look forward to being able to access
the trail. We work in Owensville and have family in Gerald.
We could regularly ride bikes between these two cities and
around Rosebud

I would love to see this project continue. Some of my family
grew up in the Gerald/Beaufort area, and I have long thought
that to be the prettiest part of the state. I recall seeing the trains
on the Rock Island line when I was a youngster, but the old
lines have grown to be an eyesore since they were abandoned.
I believe converting the old rail line into trails would be a
great way to beautify the areas along the line, bring tourists
(and their spending money) into the areas, and would allow
the residents of Missouri to enjoy the beauty of their state that
they normally would not get a chance to see. I use the Katy
Trail and have many friends who do as well. I have seen the
small communities along the Katy Trail benefit greatly, both
economically and culturally, from having trail tourism. As a
physician, I frequently prescribe exercise to my patients.
Many of my rural patients state they don't have anywhere
good to go exercise. Having the Rock Island Trail would
provide access to rural patients to a fantastic exercise area,
where they could walk, bike, or run. And although my family
no longer lives in the areas along the old railroad, I would
most definitely return with a bike to ride along the Rock Island
Trail and revisit the areas I so fondly loved as a kid.
Re-purposing the Rock island railroad corridor into a
recreational trail would be a great benefit to the state Missouri,
enriching the lives of local residents, providing revenue to
local communities and showcasing the wonderful state of
Missouri.

Support this iniciative

This trail will be good for local economies through increased
tourism and good for local people through increased
opportunities for recreation. I know I'll be a frequent user and
shopper!

I see only positive outcomes from this program. We are avid
Katy trail users and Missouri's trail system is much safer for
biking and for walking. It also helps promote Missouri as a
destination for living and visiting. Please do move forward
with this!

This is a fantastic idea. Trails are great for public health,
education, nature conservation, tourism jobs and just plan
cool. As a life-long resident of Missouri, I support the Rock
Island Trail Project 100%.

It is a very nice place to ride a bike and it is friendly place and
scene is good

Please do! We spend hundreds of dollars each year at various
points along the State's current rails to trails. We are looking
forward to exploring the miles on the Rock Island trail as well.
Please keep trail project. Our family loves to explore trails
walking and biking.

I strongly support the Rock Island Trail and hope you will
support the Rock Island Trail and accept the Rock Island
corridor from Ameren later this year.

The Trail is an amazing public-private partnership, with
Ameren donating property worth millions of dollars and
private and local donors lined up to contribute millions of



dollars to the success of the project. But we need Missouri
State Parks to take the necessary steps to make all of this
private investment possible--that is the "public" part of the
public-private partnership.

The Katy Trail is an amazing national example of how
successful and important trails can be to the economies of
rural communities. History shows that the Katy Trail has been
good neighbor and the Rock Island Trail will be as well.

I believe the appeal of Columbia Missouri is not only
MIZZOU but the enthusiastic nature and mindset of the town.
The trails here in Columbia and our to Rocheport and beyond
are seriously utilized. They are full with people at all times of
the day and provide safety from traffic and the shade in most
parts is a welcome relief for runners during the summer. [
truly believe these trail systems like the Rock Island Trail is a
major asset to our state and shows that we put the thought,
effort and funds into the health of our state.

Please don't abandon the Rock Island Trail project. Keep it in
place and move forward.

I would love to see expansion of the trails to trails program.
Giving new uses to underused rights of way in this particular
way is a fantastic way to boost the state's quality of life and
tourism appeal. The Katy Trail is already famous nation-wide
and internationally and it would be lovely to see this expanded
to new trails. Neighboring communities are often revived and
property values enhanced by trails. Everyone wins!

I strongly support the development of the Rock Island Trail
Project. It will be a benefit to both the economy and the health
of Missourians.

I frequently ride my bike on the Katy Trail, and am delighted
to support the businesses along the way. Last year I biked the
entire Katy Trail, staying at B&Bs and eating at several trail-
side restaurants.

The Katy Trail has proven to be an economic driver in the
adjacent communities, and I am certain that the Rock Island
Trail will offer the same benefit to the rural towns that dot
Missouri's countryside along the proposed trail route. In fact,
the Rock Island Trail may INCREASE the use of the Katy, as
it will offer an opportunity to do a loop instead of an out-and-
back experience.

Finally, anything we can do to support active lifestyles among
Missourians will contribute to the public health of our state in
both direct and indirect ways. It is good to promote health in
its own right. In addition, it offers the potential to save health
care costs related to chronic conditions related to inactivity,
such as diabetes and heart disease.

Hundreds of people come in from other states to use the
KATY Trail in Missouri increasing the State economy.
Individuals and families who live on and near the KATY Trail
use this outdoor recreation site in ever increasing numbers
(refer to KATY Trail use counts). The trail offers significant
opportunity to education the general population about State
conservation initiatives: native trees and plants, a variety of
different eco-systems, water, reptiles, birds (i.e. Eagle Bluffs
overlook), "carry-out-what-you-carry-in," the history of the
railway system development in the State, the history of each
trail project, etc. The same will true of the Rock Island Trail
Project. The Trails Projects are an invaluable asset to the

State--economy, recreation, education, involvement, etc. This
State will prosper as a result of entering into this Interim Trail
Use Agreement and the Rock Island Trail Project. Please vote
yes on behalf of your constituents.

I think it's a wonderful idea. Would love to someday own/run
a business along the trail system

I think this would be great for the communities surrounding
the trail by bringing in revenue to the local businesses and for
people who love the great outdoors! It's good for everyone!

I am responding to this request for comment as it was brought
to my attention with the note that the current administration is
considering refusal of the donation of the rail corridor to
construct this trail. I urge the Department of Natural
Resources and the State of Missouri continue forward with the
project and work toward the completion of what would be a
massive resource for the state.

The Katy is already nationally recognized and brings an
estimated $18 million of revenue annually to the State. There
are communities along the proposed route that are waiting and
in need of the tourism and opportunities the trail will bring.

I work with grant funded afterschool programs across the
state. I have spoken with colleagues in Eldon who have
already begun planning how they can provide services and
opportunities to youth that relate to this trail and are eagerly
awaiting its completion through there community.

I strongly encourage the State of Missouri to no make a short
sighted decision with opportunity costs that are not being fully
realized for the State as a whole and the communities along
the proposed corridor.

Warm Regards,

Columbia, MO

I think the Rock Island Trail is a great idea, and should be
completed. I believe it will make Missouri a destination for
cyclists from all over the country and all over the world; any
cycling website or cycling group knows that the Katy Trail is
an amazing asset. I would love to see even more folks come as
tourists to our state because they'd like to spend many many
days riding the two trails and spending their hard-earned
money in the small towns that dot their way. As a native
Missourian, I am planning on taking a vacation to ride the
entire length of the Katy Trail and would love to be able to
ride a second trail in the future. I frequently ride the Little
Blue Trace Trail near my home in Independence, MO, and
would love to see it connect to a vast system of trails that will
happen if the RIT is approved.

[ urge you strongly to please continue the efforts to add
another amazing trail system to our state - [ know that it will
be worth it in the end!

I am an avid user of the MKT and Katy trail systems and
turkey believe that my life is greatly enriched by having this
resource nearby. I also travel throughout rural mo for my job
and see that many of the communities could reap both
economic and public health benefits from a nearby trail
system. Help keep the heart of mo alive and accept this
generous offer from Ameren and build the trail. Thank you.



This would be a great asset to the local area residents and
communities through which it passes. Great opportunity for
creating jobs on the local level and to expand the tourist
attractions in the state of Missouri.

I support this project.

The rock island trail project is a wise investment for the state
of Missouri. This project invest in both the wellness and
tourist opportunities for the entire state. Living in Sedalia, we
use the Katy trail often. The expansion of our trail systems
creating a circular route will promote wellness in rural
communities and also offer a source of tourism income. I urge
you to support the trail conversion.

I would like to see the Rock Island Trail Project move
forward. It is a potential asset for the state by bringing cycling
recreation and the dollars that follow to a new area of the state.
I live in Franklin County and am an avid cyclist and ultra
long-distance runner. Unfortunately, there are no trails in this
county and the roads for the most part do not have shoulders,
making it hazardous to run or bike. My only option is the
shoulder along Highway 50, which is very dangerous. I am
just a couple of miles from the Rock Island corridor. I would
love to see this trail developed.

There has been a degree of excitement in Eldon that has not
been for a long time. Businesses are starting up, blighted
properties that back up to the trail have been purchased and
turned in beautiful additions to our community. We have been
given a match grant of $150,000 to restore the old depot into a
Welcome Center and Chamber of Commerce office. Our Rock
Island Park has been transformed into an area any small city
would envy. Directional signs are going up all over town to
inform visitors where points of interest are located. Business
owner on our Main Street are revitalizing their properties.
Young people in their 20's to 40's are working together to
make a things happen. We have been introducing healthy
eating in our schools, at the pool, at sports events for the past 4
years and can't wait to walk our three miles of track!

We strongly support the Rock Island Trail and hope you will
support the Rock Island Trail and accept the Rock Island
corridor from Ameren later this year.

Like many Missouri families, we enjoy outdoor activities and
use the Katy Trail several times per year. The Katy is an
incredible resource, a national gem, that continues to shine a
spotlight on Missouri. Few other states have anything close to
this, and it attracts visitors and travel and tourism dollars from
visitors from across the country.

We were delighted to hear of the potential Rock Island Trail a
few months ago, as this would further expand the benefits of
tourism and recreation to Missouri. We believe there is a
"multiplier effect" where it would not be additive - Katy or
Rock Island alone - but rather, an increased number of visitors
would come to use the totality of it.

Please do not decline this incredible opportunity for our state.
This will be a terrific trail which can be part of your legacy.
Finally, Missouri continues to lag national statistics in health
status and physical activity. We need to create greater

opportunities for our children, not fewer. Trails like the Rock
Island and Katy are ideal because they can be used at no user
cost and very little cost to the state, making them truly an
equal opportunity resource for all.

Please support the Rock Island Trail.

I support the conversion of the former Rock Island Railroad
corridor to recreational trail.

DO NOT let the Governor stop this project!!! The KATY
Trail is a treasure and this addition would greatly enhance the
experience. Make the Rock Island Project happen!!!

[ am in favor of the development of the Rock Island Trail
Project. Investing in the trail will help bolster the economies
of the several small towns located along the trail by creating a
world-class trail system in the state.

Please accept the donation and develop the trail, if Missouri is
going down the road of reducing health care for its citizens,
we should make sure we're helping people stay fit and healthy.
Also, we need to protect our natural resources. The
opportunity to enjoy Missouri's natural beauty is the only
thing that keeps me in the state. Its a constant fight against
economic and political interests, but worth it.

The Rock Island Trail Project would be an excellent addition
to communities through Missouri. it would provide safe travel
for horse and buggies as well as great exercise for families and
individuals.

There should be an emphasis on trail development in our state,
as the increase of alternative transportation options would
increase the strength of local economies through keeping our
dollars from oil companies and go straight into our
communities here at home.

Saying yes to the Rock Island Trail Project is a 'yes' for our
communities and its' inhabitants.

I love this idea. Go for it!

I am a daily commuter of 35+ years and a strong bicycling
advocate. Linear parks like the Katy Trail are a fantastic
addition to our state parks system. They allow folks to enjoy
our wonderful state and travel by bicycle without the worry of
traffic.

To pass up the opportunity to have a nearly 500 mile
continuous trail is hard to imagine, and would be harder to
forgive!

My wish would be to accept the Rock Island corroder and
develop as soon as practical. I retire next year and will want to
ride the Katy/Rock Island loop!

This would be wonderful. Whatever we can do to provide
access for people to get outside and experience our beautiful
state. Not to mention what it does bringing in cyclist who
come here just to bike our trails!

Opportunities to recreate outdoors benefit all Missourians. We
live increasingly sedentary lives which causes increased
disease and ill health. Trails such as these are always a
positive contribution to quality of life.



Please open all the trail systems to equestrians. I and my
friends ride horses. We trailride at almost every private and
public trail available in this state and others. The State of
Missouri is one of the largest producers of horses in the United
States-Texas and Oklahoma being the two largest. Horseback
riding and events are family oriented activities. Having the
trails open from Pleasant Hill to Windsor and then to Sedalia
is a great start, but the trail needs to be open across the state. It
is an opportunity for the communities along the trail to
provide food, lodging and other services to those using the
trail. I personally know people considering a restaurant along
the trail and can think of 3 ways to create new businesses from
trail use. Please open the trails and expand them to provide
additional recreational space for equestrians.

We can never have too many trail or opportunities for
Missourians to get out and enjoy their wonderful state. The
Katy Trail has been an economic, cultural, natural, and
recreational treasure and it would be further enhanced by
adding a second southern connecting trail that would bring
these same opportunities to new communities.

I ride the Katy Trail at least once a week throughout most of
the year. I am looking forward to also riding the Rock Island
Trail east of Windsor a few times per month once the salvage
is complete and the new trail surface is installed. I'm
disappointed to hear that the State/DNR/Governor might
change their mind and not accept the generous donation of the
trail corridor. Having both the Katy and Rock Island trails will
provide such a huge interest in bike trail riders from all over
the USA. I'm from Clinton and I see license plates from
several states each week in the long term parking lot at the
trailhead. Being able to make a round trip, for example riding
out the Katy and back on the Rock Island, will be such an
important advantage for a Missouri trail system to draw even
more trail riders.

I support the interim trail use agreement with Missouri Central
Railroad for the purpose of developing the Rock Island Trail
Project, coupled with support for completing the Rock Island
Spur of the KATY into the Pleasant Hill Trailhead. The City
of Pleasant Hill has seen great interest in the recently opened
Rock Island Spur of the KATY. The opening of this trail has
breathed new life into our community and I hope that this 144
mile section will do the same to many other communities
along its path. This section will only elevate the allure of the
trail system with a KATY/Rock Island Loop.

I also support the completion of the Rock Island Spur of the
KATY into Pleasant Hill, which currently has a 1/4 mile of
on-road "share the road" section immediately past the
trailhead. Many trail riders have noted the inconvenience of
this workaround which is viewed by many to be less than
handicap accessible and dangerous for family riders.

My husband and I rode the Rock Island Trail in November,
started at Chillhowee and went as far west as we could go.
There were little to no amenities at that time. After the trail
officially opened, new businesses have sprung up. These
towns are looking forward to seeing the Rock Island come
through. Please do your best to see that it happens.

I thoroughly support the Rock Island Trail project and would
definitely be a user of this trail when it becomes operational. |
have run and biked on the Katy trail over a dozen times and
would welcome a similar trail much closer to my home in
Camdenton. [ urge you to approve this project and provide an
economic boost for the communities along the proposed trail
and to improve the fitness of Missouri's population.

I fully support State of Missouri's DNR accepting this gift
from Ameren and developing this 144.3 mile railroad corridor
into a trail. Trails such as these, including most significantly
the nearly 245 mile (nearly 300 with the extension into near
KC) Katy Trail have proven to be great resources for the state
of people in terms of economic development, tourism, etc.. It
would be a great lost to the state to not execute this plan. Also,
it has been noted that nearly 80% of Missourians support

iarks, wild areas, and conservation areas. Sincerely,

I full support this effort and the possible income and
recreational values it brings to our state. I hope that once the
assessments necessary are made we can move forward with
this.

Many of our parks and our Katy trail bring much quality of
life and tourism to Missouri.

The Rock Island Trail will provide a much needed boost to the
local economy along the old line, as the Katy Trail did north
of the river. Also, it will provide a new opportunity for
recreational activity for everyone in the area. This should be a
regional priority for sure.

I support the Rock Island Bicycle trail to be completed as soon
as possible.

Give the ground to the farmers and towns along the right-of-
way and let then make good use of it. The state has a east-west
bike trail with people abusing the private property rights
already.

I think this is a great project for the benefit of the communities
that will be located alongside it. I think community members
will enjoy better health and more quality time to walk/run/bike
outside in a safe location. I would be willing to help provide
for this project to help out another community.

Thank you for considering this project. I believe this project
will help provide an economic development opportunity for
the State of Missouri, especially given the declining state
revenue. It will also make our state more of a destination for
tourists looking to explore our trail system and will provide
towns along the route with economic growth. It will also assist
in helping with transportation safety and efficiency. I believe
it will be an asset like the Katy trail to encourage Missourians
to get out and exercise. We have lots of beautiful places in our
state and I'd like to see more people inspired by them -- thank
you for the consideration.



This trail will expand the opportunities for Missourians to
safely exercise and enjoy the outdoors, while also increasing
tourism.

I wholeheartedly support the DNR converting the old Rock
Island railroad line to a bicycle/pedestrian trail. I would
definitely use it.

I've lived in Missouri most of my life and been a cyclist on
and off for several years. Having recently gotten back into
cycling and started using Missouri's state park system, in
particular the Katy Trail State Park, I've realized Missouri has
one of the nations best trail systems out there. This is an
amazing opportunity to have in our great state, and from what
I can tell, it's often underappreciated. This year my fiance and
I are taking weekend trips to ride the entire Katy trail system,
the new extension would be a great addition to the trail and
would give greater access to view Missouri's beautiful
scenery.

The Rock Island Trail Project is a long term investment in
small, rural communities in Missouri, and the beautiful
countryside that is the State of Missouri. I live out of state
now, but Missouri is home! And the Katy Trail brings me
back home to Missouri! So will the Rock Island Trail! In
addition it will be an investment in the future health and
quality of life for residents in communities along the new
proposed Trail. People get out to walk and ride on the trails
that would not due to lack of access or opportunity. I
encounter young parents out on Katy Trail enjoying a walk or
ride with family, or elderly couples enjoying their time with
each other and getting some exercise in with each other, that
would be much less likely if the trails were not available.

I support the Rock Island Trail.

Wow, what a great idea. I'm all for it. I live at Lake of the
Ozarks and the nearest really safe trail is all the way to
Jefferson City. To have one as close as Eldon with access to
further trails would be terrific.

We love our state trails, and have traveled every inch of them
since their inception. This traveling also includes buying food
and drink in the trailside and nearby towns, and an occasional
stay at a hotel or bed & breakfast. It appears just to the eye
that the visitors to the trails have caused a significant
economic boost to Missouri. As a volunteer in the Katy Trail
Coordinators office, I receive calls regularly from people
planning trips to Missouri to visit and ride on the trail. Now
those calls include people wanting to see the new Rock Island
Spur (from Windsor to Pleasant Hill) as well. I have spoken to
Missourians also in some of the small towns along the "future"
Rock Island Trail, and they are excited about the tourism it
will bring to their areas. Some are even planning to register
with "Airbnb" so they can earn income by housing trail
visitors. Others are planning cafes small food establishments
of one kind or another. I cannot imagine a significant
downside to further developing this trail system

As an avid cyclist I cannot support this proposal strongly
enough! Simply look at the success of the Katy Trail to see the
enormous potential for recreation and tourism (and the

accompanying economic benefits) that would be gained by
completing this trail. The Rock Island Corridor is arguably
better than the Katy from a recreation standpoint as well. I
cannot wait to see this completed!

This is just one more opportunity to make us a healthier state
here in Missouri. Trails like this provide great opportunities to
enjoy nature too. I live near Rocheport, MO and am always
anazed at the number of people of all ages I see on the trail.
Please give this a chance.

I support the transfer of the Rock Island Trail to the State of
Missouri as previously announced/planned.

I believe the Rock Island Trail Project will be a wonderful
addition to our parks system.

One needs to look no further than the Katy Trail to realize its
advantages . The Katy continues to benefit communities all
along it, bringing revenue and people to places that really need
it. It is one of the most positive things for which our state is
recognized.

The Rock Island Trail is a no-brainer. Rail to trail projects like
the Katy Trail are an economic boon for rural communities.
Dozens of small towns, languishing after the closure of the
Rock Island rail line, would be revived should this trail go
through. Not to mention that rural Missouri counties have
some of the highest rates of obesity and chronic illness due to
poor access to physical activity. The Rock Island Trail would
provide a new option for outdoor recreation and active
transportation.

Missouri has the opportunity to reclaim its status as a national
leader in rail to trails with this project. Let's make it happen!

I am part of a community that has benefited from the Katy
Trail and am excited to see the Rock Island Trail Project
moving forward. It's a great asset to the communities that
surround it and will make cycling in Missouri even better than
it already is

I would love to see the Rock Island Trail go forward. I believe
it would be a great thing

Please continue to expand the trail!! The Rock Island Trail is
lovely. We rode 40 miles this past weekend.

One small thing ---Some of the temporary signage to get from
the parking lot by the fair grounds in Pleasant Hill to the trail
head is missing. Some more long term signs on sign posts
should be installed if even only for a short time.

This is a huge win for the state of Missouri benefiting tourism
throughout the state. And like other states that have
parks/fishing/hunting fees for day or year use, I know that I as
a cyclist and hiker, I could support that as well. I just did the
Rock Island Spur trail this past week.

"Many of the towns along the Rock Island corridor are already
making plans on how to use the trail to strengthen their
communities." I think this sentiment says it all. The economic
impact this development will have strengthens the local towns
and grows the economy of the entire State of Missouri.



I cannot wait for this to be completed. This is an amazing
opportunity our state would be foolish to pass up!

Would love to see this project come to light. What a
wonderful resource for our community and surrounding areas.
The trail would not only provide recreation but also revenue to
the small towns along its corridor.

Missouri is one of the leaders in Trail projects and completed
trails. I have had the pleasure of riding on the Kate Trail twice.
I look forward to riding the Rock Island Trail or parts of Kate
and the Rock Island trails together, in the future. Being from
Nebraska, I can categorically

state, in an unbiased manner, that Missouri is a leader in trails.
The benefits Missouri gets from the trail are tremendous. The
trails are a big tourism draw. On my rides on the Kate Trail, I
meet riders from both coasts and 5 states besides me from
Nebraska. One of our nations biggest health problems is
inactivity. The trails are a direct answer to that problem.
Thank you for the actions of the people of Missouri for these
needed and wonderful resources.

Terrific idea. This is a project that looks to the future of the
states recreation needs. More and more people want to be
active this will complement the Katy Trail and add to
Missouri's diverse opportunities to attract tourist dollars. It
will also provide great opportunities for the development of
small business along the route. The prime uses will be people
who have and are willing to spend money for quality outdoor
experiences.

Sounds like an amazing idea! Green space+ trails+nature+
exercise= mentally and physically healthy kids and adults!
My family and friends enjoy spending our free time and
disposable income on riding bicycles on trails and camping.
The more developed the network of trail the better. If Missouri
were to back out of the Rock island opportunity we might be
more inclined to explore Nebraskas cowboy trail or trail
surrounding Omaha and Lincoln. Please recognize this golden
opportunity for what it is.

We have here an opportunity that other states would die for.
We cannot do nothing and let it pass by. It won't come again.
I support the development of the Rock Island Trail. I think the
state will benefit from having another trail like the Katy Trail.
Over Memorial Day weekend, my husband and I participated
in a 60 mile ride on the Katy Trail over two days. I have been
a Missouri resident for most of my life and was happy to visit
towns that I'd never seen. I supported local businesses located
along the trail and made plans to return. I think that bicycle
tourism could be very good for the state, in particular the
small towns. I know that the annual ride across lowa brings
business to the state and that towns compete in order to have
the bike ride come through their community. I would love to
see that kind of commerce in Missouri.

I believe that the Rock Island trail would help cement a
growing bicycle tourism boom.

Please do this. The Katy is great but adding the Rock Island
makes more trail accessibe to more people. I'm 60 miles away
from the nearest Katy point but less than half that to RIT.
This trail is something to bring families together and show our
children the history of the area. Please move forward with
completing this project, will be good for the economy of the
towns it passes through and for the physical and mental health
of all able to enjoy the journey.

The rails to trails is central to economic development of the
little towns along the trail. I cycle quite a bit and spend money
in towns [ typically would not drive to in my car.

Cycling is a wholesome and family activity to promote. It also
promote mental and physical health and well-being that
reduces costs associated to health.

Missouri is such a beautiful state. Let's provide people an
avenue to see it.

Every time I am on the Katy Trail, I meet someone from
another state and many times from another country. [ am
looking forward to riding the Rock Island later this summer.

I would love to have another trail like the Katy! I believe that
people from all around the country would come just for the
Rock Island Trail.

I am in support of developing the Rock Island Trail. This trail,
like the Katy will open up new avenues and economic growth
for the small towns that are connected to the trail. In addition
it will add more revenue from the ever growing outdoor
industry to the state of Missouri.

This trail will also bring with it serenity and peace to all that
use the trail. The trail systems in Missouri are very important
to the economic growth, and peaceful tranquility to all
Missourians.

The Rock Island Trail Project is a worthwhile project to give
the small communities along the trail some hope for the future.
I am looking forward to the coming of the trail. I see only a
positive result to the completion of the trail. The community
will benefit from the use of the trail by stop overs and
purchases of food, drink and lodging.

My family loves being out doors. We love biking running and
hiking. We spend a lot of time on the al foster trail, Katy trail
and all the other wonderful conservation areas Missouri has to
offer! We would love another trail that is similar to the Katy
trail. From the beautiful images I've seen of this one [ am
looking forward to exploring this trail and hope you enter into
an interim trail use agreement so that this trail becomes a
reality!

Please include equestrians in your plans. I've ridden the multi-
use Blue River Trail system for over a decade. Horses,
bicyclists and pedestrians can use the same trails!!! Our trail
system is a prime example of a successful combination of
different kind of users. And equestrians are a particularly
tight-knit community who take trail safety and maintenance
seriously! We aggressively clear and maintain our Blue River
Trail system every year!!! The bicyclists are awesome
volunteers too! We often work together. And we can all share
the trail. If there is a cement area of the trail, PLEASE



LEAVE CLEARANCE FOR THE HORSES TO THE SIDE
OF THE TRAIL ON THE BARE GROUND. The great thing
about horses, is they can single-track beautifully through tight
areas! And equestrians often own large tracts of land and are
paying a lot in property taxes...don't forget about us, your
taxpayers! Thank you!

Great idea for the state! Will be used by many cyclists!

As an avid cyclist, the possibility of having the nation's
premier rails-to-trails trail network in my area is very exciting.
For that reason, I encourage progress on the Rock Island Trail.
As a business person and civic leader in a city adjacent to the
Katy Trail I recognize the economic impact that seemingly
simple path of crushed limestone has. Just last week I spoke to
a mother and her two daughters that travelled from
Minneapolis to ride a section of the trail. They stopped at 3
shops while here. I have family that lives in a small town on
the Rock Island Trail where the job market and personal
income is depressed. The prospect of a revitalized Rock Island
Trail has my family ready to open a BBQ stand. They have
friends that will offer camping and improve buildings to
enhance economic opportunities. For that reason, I encourage
progress on the Rock Island Trail.

As a father, I value outdoor recreation opportunities for my
children. My daughter loves to ride her bike. However, at 3
years old her ability to navigate hills and traffic limits those
opportunities. My 8 year old son has fewer obstacles but is
enamored by the snakes, turtles, birds, and plant varieties we
see on the Katy Trail. More kids need similar opportunities.
For that reason, I encourage progress on the Rock Island Trail.
As a lifelong Missourian, I am proud of our state's
longstanding connection to nature and outdoor heritage. We
live in one of the most beautiful states in our nation due to our
diverse weather, karst topography, and waterway resources.
We are viewed as flyover country until on the ground. Only at
that point is it recognized we are a state that should be
experienced more slowly. We are a state that should be toured
by bike, hiked, photographed, and absorbed with all our
senses. For that reason, I encourage progress on the Rock
Island Trail.

I think the trail brings a large amount of opportunity to the
areas in which it is going through. The trail brings a great
opportunity for Missourians to get out and be active. The Katy
trail is a great trail and this trail would be just as great and
provide even more Missourians they opportunity to use.

I have wanted this railroad to become part of the trail since I
moved to Versailles from Columbia. I used to run on the MKT
when I was a student at Mizzou and I miss it. Missouri has
wonderful trails and it is an amazing opportunity to link
together the existing trail and have it cross the state. What an
accomplishment that would be and a legacy to leave behind!
What better way to increase health and wellness in our state
while giving a huge business/financial boost to the cities that
this trail will go through! Bike/Repair shops, B&Bs, eateries
with bike racks out front catering to the cyclists going through
these small towns. My husband and I have loaded up our bikes
and traveled to different areas of the state, stayed at B&Bs,
biked before breakfast, came back to eat, went back out for
more miles before lunch, came back for lunch...went back out.

It's a fun weekend getaway that incorporates health and sight
seeing all in one. Great way to experience our state. I highly
recommend we move forward with this corridor to connect the
existing trails. Each city can put $ in to assist what is inside
their city limits and reaching out further if approved or
needed. I am the owner of Versailles Total Fitness. I have a
running group that has members from new runners training for
their first Sk to an ultra marathoner and everything in between.
This trail would go through right behind my Fitness Center
and also cross just down the street from my house. There is a
large group of us as runners and cyclists that have been
chomping at the bit for this to happen. We are more than
willing to volunteer our time to help in any way possible for
the trail to come through the city of Versailles! Please help us
make this happen!

I have been using the Katy Trail and it is an awesome place
for me to run,bike and bring friends. Please continue this
tremendous resource with the Rock Island Trail that attracts
many visitors. Great for the economy. A true asset for our
state.

The use of railroad right of way has been successful in
Missouri and many other states. Despite worries about
everything from noise to crime, the trail has brought
prosperity and rave reviews from hikers and trail neighbors
alike. The proposed additional trail will cost very little to build
and maintain, but will provide healthy exercise and business
opportunities for landowners.

I would advise that DNR move forward on the Rock Island
Trail Project. One need only look to the success of the KATY
trail to understand the benefits to be realized. Additionally if
the KATY trail could be connected to the Rock Island Trail,
the state of Missouri would have a unique trail system like no
other in the entire world.

I would also recommend that DNR devote some effort as to
inform the citizens of Missouri to the proposed plan as well as
this comment board.

I am strongly in favor of DNR and the State of Missouri
entering in to a Trail Use Agreement and developing the Rock
Island Trail Project. This type of project will provide
recreational opportunities for people of all abilities; it will
create jobs and foster economic development in the towns on
the trail; it will be a tourist destination; it will provide a safe
means of transportation within and between the small towns
on its route; and it will showcase the Missouri spirit - letting
all who visit know that Missouri is a state that cherishes the
outdoors and makes its natural amenities accessible to all.
The Rock Island Trail Project would greatly benefit our area!
Not only would it provide an awesome trail for runners,
bikers, and walkers in our area it would also provide a safer
route for kids to walk to school. I sincerely hope the
Department of Natural Resources decides to enter into the
interim. Thank you!

I strongly support the Rock Island Trail Project. Forward
thinking projects such as this incredibly benefit future
generations, and quality of life for the residents of Missouri.



I think we should build the trail!
Please finish this ! Missouri needs something good to talk
about and better our way of life. We are the trail state.

As a fan of the Katy trail I think it would be a wonderful
addition and would promote more tourism in Missouri

Yes! We WANT the trail here in Franklin County. Franklin
County is a Republican stronghold which need economic
developmen and is trail conscious. I'm working on the Pacific
River Walk Trail Project. Washington has a riverfront trail and
is working on feeder trails. The central corridor where the
Rock Island trackage is desperately needs people to come and
fill the empty shells of buildings. Drive Hwy. 50 sometime
and look at the towns in need of rejuvenation. Then drive
Hwy. 94 is St. Charles and see what has happened there. And
Franklin County is flatter.

We WANT this trail. Do not go back to the 19th century
Finalize the Rock Island Trail!

Please support our trail system. It is a great way to enjoy
nature and get in shape. Keep moving forward!!!

I live in Columbia, MO. I returned to regular recreational
bicycling 9 years ago at age 62 and bike between 3,000 and
and 4,800 miles a year. I am lucky to live on one of the many
city trails that connect to the MKT trail and ultimately to the
KATY Trail. I have ridden from my home to St. Charles and
back on the KATY. When I first resumed riding, I found
myself oftentimes screaming with glee as I barreled along the
roadways and trails. Biking for me is just plain fun and I urge
everyone I come in contact with to try it out. When riding on
the trails, there is the added fun of being in nature, touching
the earth itself, seeing the wildlife, marveling at the many
shades of green of the surrounding foliage. One cannot help
but be relaxed, even cleansed by being in nature. And with a
bike, one can get to a whole lot more of it and quicker. "Man's
heart away from nature becomes hard." -- Standing Bear,
Native American Ponca Chief.

So, I urge you to enter into the Trail Use Agreement with the
Missouri Central Railroad for the purpose of developing the
Rock Island Trail Project. It will allow thousands of mid-state
Missourians, and countless numbers of other states' visitors, to
enjoy and benefit from the beauty and abundance and
inspiration of our fair State, just as [ do. We are already
renowned because of our trail system. Imagine, more than
doubling that reputation with this second, almost-state wide
trail. Out of State guests will spend even more time here on
vacation because of the riches of our trail system. Because
those other state visitors -- they'll be bring their wallets.

Please continue the support for the Rock Island!!

I have family in Oregon that are asking about the trail because
they want to ride it when it's finished. They were very
disappointed when I told them I didn't know if it would
happen. We are just one family along the trail but the idea has
traveled all the way to the west coast. I hope the State of

Missouri doesn't lose this opportunity to bring visitors to the
state.

Let's make Missouri the premier trail state in the Midwest!
Please do this! A 144 mile long recreational trail state park
though the heart of Missouri would be a huge boon to tourism
and the state's economy. We already have visitors come here
from all over the world to use the Katy Trail and this will only
accelerate that trend.

We must keep and develop this trail as a state park for public
use!

Thank You

Thank you for this opportunity.

Last year we rode the Katy Trail from St. Charles to Sedalia in
conjunction with the Missouri State parks Association. We
camped out each night in the city parks, ate at the local
restaurants, swam in the city pools and had a great time
meeting people from all of the United States and Canada. The
scenery along the trail was absolutely beautiful and the local
people that we visited along they way were incredibly nice.
The completion of the Rock Island Trail project would be an
added boon to the tourism for Missouri and a health benefit for
residents of this beautiful state.

wonderful idea.. I would use it!!

YES! DNR should definitely proceed with the RIT project.
Small towns along the corridor are already gearing up for the
trail, getting grants for trail development, planning for future
economic development. Residents and visitors alike are
excited about the recreational possibilities the RIT will offer.
The entire country will take notice of the incredible trail
system that the Katy Trail and the RIT together will offer. No
other state will have anything that can compete with it. The
railroad tracks and ties have already been pulled up, and the
corridor is ready for development. Why on earth would DNR
even consider backing out of this opportunity now? I thought
it was already a done deal. PLEASE move forward on making
the RIT a reality. It is in the state's best interests.

I fully support the DNR entering into an agreement to use the
Old Rock Island Railroad bed as a trail. Missouri is known
nation wide as having wonderful trails for biking and hiking.
This will continue in that tradition. Look at all the studies that
show the great economic benefit of the Katy Trail. We do not
want to lose this once in a life time opportunity to add to our
trails. Once it is gone, it is gone if the line goes back to the
original owners. I use the Katy Trail all the time. I use the
Ozark Trail and many others across the state.

Do not be short sighted about the cost. Add up the cost if you
had to purchase land for a trail across Missouri, and build it. I
would think the cost would be 50 times what the cost is of
Rock Island Trail Project. The benefits out weight the cost in
huge ways!!

Yes, do this! We need more trails in MO! Also the economic
development along the trail, as with the KATY, would
definitely help the communities involved!



Expand the hiking trails and they will be used. This will
greatly benefit all nearby communities. It will also enhance
Missouri's reputation as a naturalist state and tourist
destination.

As _, I see the benefits this trail can
bring to a community. I greatly support the efforts to finish
this trail across the state. I also strongly believe before the trail
should stretch across the state it should be finish where it
started. The trail was brought into Pleasant Hill on an alternate
path. This path is unsafe and should be corrected as promised.
Funds were 'stolen’ from our project for a Park project near St
Louis and any funds made available for the other 144 miles
should include funding for the bridge to finish our portion of
the trail first.

Thank you,

I support this trail and I wholeheartedly believe that the DNR
should move forward in developing this trail and finishing it. I
don't think an Interim Trail Use Agreement is a good idea.
This path would contribute to those living along it in
maintaining their livelihoods, plus offer tourists and native
Missourians a chance to experience some wonderful history
about the state and the contribution railways played.

I also thoroughly believe in everything stated in the PedNet
Advocacy Alert. Including economic development, tourism,
transportation safety and efficiency, safe routes to school, and
local community support. I look forward to the day the trail is
open so that I can visit and become more enriched in the
history and beauty that lies in the state of Missouri. I truly
believe that I share the same sentiment as other Missourians
who are truly passionate about their state.

I am writing to heartily encourage the Missouri DNR to
complete the development of the Rock Island Trail Project.
My husband and I are among the many Missourians and
travelers to Missouri to have completed the entire length of the
KATY Trail, contributing to the local economy with each of
our many segmented treks. We have been looking forward to
continuing this enviro-athletic tourism that Missouri should
capitalize upon further. Having these trails is a unique asset
that gets Missourians out and about, and brings new money
and healthy visitors into our state. Please keep the Rock Island
Trail Project going!

I think this would be a great asset for the state park system and
greatly benefit Missouri tourism. The KATY Trail has been a
huge success and should be all of the proof DNR needs to
move forward with this project.

We are strong supporters of the proposed Rock Island Trail.
This part of the state would really benefit from the recreation,
tourism and business opportunities that the trail would bring. I
this is a beautiful part of Missouri that should be developed in
a way that many people can enjoy.

I strongly support DNR to enter into this agreement for the
purpose of developing the Rock Island Trail Project! My wife,
Nancy, and I cycle quite frequently and believe that one of the
state of Missouri's most important scenic and recreational

benefits are the rails-to-trails projects. Adding the Rock Island
Trail will be another important milestone in the development
and improvement of Missouri's recreational cycling, hiking
and walking portfolio. For our 25th wedding anniversary we
cycled the Katy Trail from Clinton,Mo to St. Charles, Mo -
240 miles over a five day period. It was a very special
experience and celebration that we recall fondly and will
always cherish the memories. We also enjoyed Missouri's
small towns and scenic areas throughout the trail and we
stayed at a variety of B&Bs and hotels, enjoying the local food
and entertainment all along the trail. Opening up the Rock
Island Trail will offer a whole new venue of economic
recreational benefit to the people of Missouri and beyond.
Please don't let this opportunity slip through our hands!

I left Missouri, but I will come back as a tourist to ride a loop
of the Katy Trail and Rock Island trail if it is completed. Bike
travel is a growing trend and very popular on social media.
Look at how much tourism the Great Allegheny Passage has
brought yo old abandoned coal towns in Pennsylvania. The
locals love it and use it. And now they have tourists just
because there is a bike trail.

Many communities along the planned corridor have already
started to plan and develop accommodations for riders along
the trail. Additionally, the economic benefits for many of these
small communities, such as Stover, Merton, and Chilhowee
are huge and this corridor could serve as a lifeline to many.
Many of those small, rural communities need this opportunity.
It could also bring in large numbers of tourists in general who
may explore the state beyond just the trail, as long as there is a
reason for them to come here in the first place.

One last bit...if this donation, which has already been accepted
and thousands of people have been counting on, is snubbed,
could it damage Missouri's relationship with Ameren? Also,
has any consideration been given to the politcal
fallout/damage this would cause to Governor Greitens and his
officials?

I support the trails! Please continue to develop trails in
Missouri! The new project needs to be completed.

Rock Island Trail is vital for Missouri's Rail to Trail System.
Anytime you can provide an alternative form of cycling,
walking, running for the health benefit of native Missourians
and tourist it's a benefit for all the right reasons. Rock Island
Trail will also increase tourism which again will increase
revenue for the state and all local and independent business.
To not continue with the Rock Island Trail project would be a
negative for the state of Missouri.

I think the trail would enrich the towns along the trail and
beautify the area.

I am in favor of Rock Island Trail project

The Rock Island Trail Project is a fantastic way for our state to
attract trail users into the smaller communities along the route.
This certainly is an economic opportunity for those
communities as well as providing safe recreational activities.
This trail would provide another exceptional way for



Missourians and out of state visitors to be involved in outdoor
activities without the hazards of motorized traffic.

The Katy Trail has given us a blueprint for success. I hope that
we will not fail to seize this moment to enhance Missouri's
trail system. Our rural communities benefit from the economic
growth and our citizens benefit by having wider access to a
trail system for healthier life activities.

Thank you

I really hope this project happens soon. Our family goes on
bike rides often and it would be so nice to be able to ride in a
safe spot off the roads. The trail is supposed to go right
through versailles.

Once in a lifetime opportunity to create a recreation
destination that will draw trail enthusiasts from all over the
world. Please continue to move forward and make Missouri a
world class recreation destination.

I think Missouri State Parks should develop the Rock Island as
another hiking/bicycling trail. The Katy Trail is very popular
bringing in tourist from all 50 states as well as from several
foreign countries. It has helped revitilize towns such as
Rocheport and Hartsburg. The Rock Island could do the same.
Most trail users are respectful of private property so I don't
think that trespassing is much of an issue. Please develop this
trail.

Missouri needs to take advantage of the extraordinary
landscape to draw in more visitors and young people, trails
like this one are key to the future of the state as a desirable
place to live.

I enthusiastically support the development of the Rock Island
trail.

Why would we not do this? The Katy Trail is one of the few
things that puts Missouri on the map for tourism and it has
been a significant economic driver for the state.

Please enter the agreement!

I think this trail project and many others are excellent uses of
our financial and natural resources. They provide our citizens
a way to enjoy the outdoors in a safe environment that is
seperate from other motorized traffic. A properly built,
properly maintained trail will bring in tourist who can't find
trails like this in their area. Special events can be planned to
bring people in which would in turn bring an influx of money
into the local communities.

This is a great idea to convert the former rock island railroad.
A great benefit for everyone to use for walking and riding.
The Katy Trail State Park is one of Missouri's greatest
treasures. The Rock Island Trail project would be a wonderful
addition, as it would increase tourism dollars and encourage
our residents to get outside and experience the beauty of our
state.

The additional miles of trails provided through the Rock
Island Trail would be tremendous. Look at what the Katy Trail
has done. I support it 100%!

I support the Katy trail and use it and the trails around
Columbia regularly. I hope that the governor sees the value
that trails add to our state and he supports the Rock Island
Trail project going forward.

I think that the addition of the Rock Island Trail Project would
be a tremendous asset to the Missouri Parks system and would
encourage thousands of tourists to come to Missouri to take
advantage of this wonderful resource. This would of course
bring millions of dollars into the coffers of the towns, cities,
counties and the State of Missouri, a benefit for all.

Missouri's trail network is one of the most attractive things
about our State. Rarely do we get a second chance to acquire
such a wonderful asset as the Rock Island trail line. Let's not
waste our first and probably only chance.

Looking forward to using the trail regularly in the Versailles
area for running and biking.

Please keep the planned construction for the trail. My family
and I rode the entire Katy trail last summer. What a great way
to see our state. So many could benefit from the extension.
What a great way to exercise and bond with fellow
riders/walkers/runners.

It will be great to have an additional trail to use across the
state.

I think that these Rail-to-Trail projects are a vital part to our
ability to get out and explore the outdoors. My family of seven
utilize the Katy Trail, the Little Blue Trace, and the 47.7 mile
Rock Island Spur between Pleasant Hill and Windsor on a
regular basis. Not to mention any trail we cross as we travel
the United States. It also is obvious how much these trails help
small businesses and tourism throughout Missouri. The Rock
Island will do the same. I definitely support the investment in
these projects!

This trail would be a great addition to the Katy Trail and other
trails throughout the State of Missouri. This trail would bring
tourist into Missouri and allow them to explore our beautiful
state! The KT82 is a great race that takes advantage of our
amazing Katy trail. This would allow for future race
expansions bringing in more individuals to explore our great
state! Please continue to move forward with this project!!

I believe the R.I. Trail Project will be good for Missourians. It
would be lovely to add the mileage to out collection of trails in
the state. Not only would it give Missourians and tourists
additional space for outdoor recreation, but it would also give
outdoor retailers, outfitters, and guides the opportunity for
more business. Millennials are spending more of their time
and money on outdoor recreation and the associated costs, and
the additional trailspace grows Missouri's portfolio of outdoor
offerings.

I strongly support the development of the Rock Island Trail
Project!

Missouri needs this type of relatively low cost development
especially in the proposed trail area. I fully support this as an



avid cyclist and Republican from St Louis. The area and
scenery alone is worth the modest investment let alone the
people these trails attract from across the county.

Dear Sirs/Madams.

As a Missouri resident, I would love to see another Rails to
Trails project. Tourism is a very big industry here and should
be supported aggressively.

Thank you,

Love the idea! I would definitely use the trail as a safe place to
run or bike with my children. From the Barnett area and it
would be more convenient and easy to utilize the trail than
driving over 30miles to use the Katy trail. Really hope that we
get this trail!

i am in full support of the proposed trail agreement. It will be
great for Missouri. As a family from Warsaw, MO -- we have
road the entire length of the Katy Trail in pieces. Adding
another trail system would be great and well used.

The Katy Trail has been a big success. An additional trail will
also be an economic draw, and improve the lives of
Missourians by giving them more choices in recreation and
improved health.

As an avid cyclist and someone that has used such trails in the
St. Louis area and in other cities nation wide. I think this
would provide a safe route of travel for not only local uses but
also for cyclists traveling through our state on a long haul tour.
Please continue to improve our state with projects like this one
to move us forward.

1. Economic opportunities for the communities along the trail.
a. Tourism as a result of the trail

b. Travelers on the trails spend money in the communities
along the trails

2. Access to safe, healthy fitness activities

3. A fun place for families

4. A great addition to Missouri's trails

I think this trail project would be a wonderful asset to
Missouri.

We need more trails all over, this will help get people out even
more and enjoy the great outdoors!

Please also allow for equestrian use of the trails. Equestrians,
hikers and bicyclists successfully share many trails in our park
systems.

If there are some sections of the trails that are currently not
suitable for horses, just including a dirt trail along that stretch
or having a safe detour around the obstacle would allow us all
to enjoy our trails safely.

Thanks for considering our feedback.

I am excited about the agreement and the subsequent additions
to the Katy Trail. My family bikes the trail every year. It is an
opportunity for us to see Missouri's natural beauty and
reconnect with one another.

Any new trails are a great addition to our trail system.
Families can enjoy the trails and spend quality time together.
Please support this.

Great idea

This would provide leisure and recreation were a lot of
Missouri citizens

I think this would be a wonderful addition to our existing trail
system throughout Missouri. Both Missourians and visitors
travel to enjoy these trails, and the impact this addition of trail
could have of small town commerce, is amazing. We need to
do this to help our small towns stay alive!

I would like this trail to be developed so Missouri will become
the #1 cycling destination in the nation. This trail will provide
a tremendous opportunity for the state's tourism industry at
very little cost. Please go forward with developing the trail!

It would be an economic help to our community and good for
the state.

Given the economic impact of the Katy Trail, I can't
understand why the governor would even hesitate to accept the
Rock Island Trail corridor. The benefits of the new trail seem
to make this decision a no-brainer. We need this trail.

Please enter into this agreement. I love being outside and this
trail would add a wonderful place to spend some time and
money to the businesses close to it.

This would be so cool!

Please do it.

Please put Missouri on the map of states that have wonderfully
long cycling trails.

We need this!

I bike 100 miles every week and would love to challenge
myself with this ride someday.

I think more trails are a boon to the local communities along
the trail. Katy trail has been successful and Rock island is an
even more scenic route. I foresee an economic boost from the
trail as happens from most public land designations. As a
resident of Marshall I am looking forward to using the new
trail.

The Rock Island Trail would be such an asset to our
community in so many ways; physically, as having this trail
would provide a safe place for our runners and cyclist to run
and ride without fear of automobiles *where the majority of
the running groups are running now mine included is along
side highways with oncoming traffic it would be a big safety
factor to have the trail. As a cross country coach it would be a
valuable asset for our kids to have a safe place to run as well.
Aside from safety the runners and cyclist using the trail would
send money in the towns they pass, at convenient stores,
wineries, grocery mayne even plan a longer stay and frequent
a hotel or bed and breakfast. The towns bussiness will benefit
from this and bring a boom of tourism to otherwise untraveled
towns. With as much work that has already gone into clearing
the trail it would be such a waste to see the brush grow back



over it in a delay to the use of the trail. I am very hopefully
that the work will continue to be done to see the trail through.
Thank you for reading and taking into consideration the desire
for the trail to continue

We live just outside of Beaufort.

The trail is behind our property.

We are in favor of the trail.

We would use it and welcome all of the potential great
changes for the small town of Beaufort.

We say "Do it" ! :-)

PLEASE push this project forward! These communities
NEED the revenue this will bring. And it ties Missouri
communities together. The lasting impact of such a project is
infinitely positive.

The Rock Island and Katy Trails are an incredible unique
opportunity and resource that no other state can match! We
travel down from Nebraska every year and ride the trails
multiple times. (Pedalers Jamboree, State Fair, plain weekend
rides, etc.) We take the train, stay in hotels in Kansas City,
Sedalia, Booneville, etc. We'We probably spend over $1000
every year in Missouri specifically during these trips. Missouri
should expand this incredible network to every corner of the
state!!

We need to support getting Families to be more active in
Missouri's Great Outdoors. What a fantastic way to promote
this. Thank you DNR! I personally don't see a downside to this
project.

I think that the development of the Rock Island Trail is an
excellent idea. I have rode the Katy Trail several times, and
every time that I do , I meet people from all over the country,
if not all over the world. I recall meeting some cyclist from the
U.K., who were just amazed by the Katy Trail, as there is
nothing like it in their country. With the completion of the
Rock Island Trail, I see Missouri becoming even more of a
destination for cyclist. One of the things that we often hear
from Jefferson City is how important tourism is. Most of
Missouri's major attractions are in the Branson, Kansas City,
and St. Louis areas. I think that this will help Mid- Missouri to
be noticed by the world.

Please support the Rock Island Trail project! My husband and
I love the Katy Trail ad soul also love and use the Rock Island
Trail. Please support it!!!!

Please do everything possible to make the Rock Island Trail
happen. What a gem/gift this would be to have. I realize we
already have the Katy Trail, but this would be a nice addition
for our state. Every time I'm on the Katy Trail, I seem to run
into another cyclist who resides out of state but came to
Missouri to just explore the Katy Trail. I think the Rock Island
Trail would be an economic boost to many towns and would
invite even more people to our state. Contribute to the health
of Missourians - the trail would provide an inviting reason for
folks to get out and move.

I support MODNR accepting the rail conversion. The KATY
has shown great economical, historical and cultural benefits to

the citizens of this state as well as bringing literally thousands
of users from out of state to use this beautiful state park trail.
The same benefits would occur with the Rock Island Trail
(RIT). The concerns of the people living along the RIT and the
negativity pushed by the Farm Bureau have been shown by the
KATY to be unfounded and unsubstantiated. I urge the
MODNR, our governor and legislators to push and push
strongly in supporting this great addition to our many tourist
and natural attraction. I have been involved with administering
parks and park systems for 35 years ( federal, state, county and
city) and can professionally attest to the value of the RIT. I
urge you not to let this opportunity pass. It may well never
come our way again...

I fully support the Rock Island Trail development. The Katy
Trail is superb and an example of success. The Rock Island
Trail is an opportunity that should not be passed up!

I believe the Rock Island Trail Project should proceed.
Missouri needs all the help it can get attracting tourism and
young professionals, who prefer to live in areas with lots of
outdoor recreation options. Missouri is not blessed with large
mountain ranges, coastal beaches, or National Parks. But
projects like the Katy Trail, Ozark Trail, and Rock Island Trail
are ways Missouri can try to compete with states which do
have these attractions.

My wife and I are in our mid-30s and have well-paying jobs in
IT. We also like to ride our bicycles and go backpacking. We
could have moved to Denver, Seattle, or somewhere in
California, but we grew up in this region and our families are
here. We made the choice to stay and try to work to make
Missouri the kind of place we want to live. But too many of
our friends have moved away to those areas I mentioned
before because of economic opportunities in cities with great
scenery and activities.

The Rock Island Trail is a small step toward keeping more of
those people here.

If the rail road wants to give u a corridor or a 'planned
donation', u take it.

The Rock Island Trail Project is an important project for MO.
This trail will provide safe trails for Missourians and tourists
as well as economic benefits for the towns connected along
the trail. Increased trail systems will provide reasons for
cyclists from all over to be drawn to Missouri.

The trail would be used by many people in the area and would
increase tourism in the areas as well. It would increase options
for low/no cost, family friendly healthy activities as well.
Having lived in both St. Louis and Columbia, and being an
avid cyclist, I find the trail systems are enjoyed by all walks of
life. I've used the local trails to commute, ride with friends, or
even show out of town guests a good time. The trails provide
access to rare areas that you can't reach or enjoy by car which
makes them even more special. The Rock Islad Trail would
provide these same amenities to other areas of the state and
would allow for more tourism as well as alternative
transportation options within the counties.

It would also be a source for physical activity within each
population along the trail, which would likely be beneficial to



these rural areas. An example of this can be seen in the
MOCAN program which provided affordable and safe options
for physical activity in rural communities, thereby greatly
improving the overall health of community members. The
rock island trail would offer the same benefits for areas that
may not have safe or accessible options for physical activity,
which again would help improve the health and well-being of
community members throughout the state.

I strongly support this project for the beautification of our
state and the recreation of its citizens.

The evidence is clear all across the nation: Rails to Trails
conversion projects are extremely successful, by many
measures. In Missouri, the most frequently visited State Park
is The Katy Trail State Park. The Rock Island Trail project
will certainly be as popular with Missourian in particular, but
also popular with tourists from the midwest states in general.
The economic benefits to the State are large, which enhances
the livelyhood of all Missourians.

Parks are good for our physical and mental health. They are
good for the natural world. They are good for posterity. They
are good for our economic well-being. Please support the
Rock Island Trail Project.

This would be a great asset to Missouri.The towns this go thru
can benefit from this in so m any ways. A lot of bicyclist and
hikers will be coming to MO and spending their money a win
for everyone.

Rail-to-trail conversions are a brilliant way to repurpose an
old, unproductive resource into something wonderful that will
be used and enjoyed by citizens today and into the future. Not
only will this project benefit the Missouri users, it will attract
visitors from across the country and all these visitors will
bring an economic infusion for the many small towns that
could stand a little more prosperity. I can see lots of reasons to
support the project so let's make it happen!!

I definitely feel that the Rock Island Trail Project will benefit
all the residents of the State of Missouri and should be
complete all the way to Kansas City.

I would love to have the rock island trail to ride and run on.
This would make for great cycling adventures all the way
across the state and would open up many fitness opportunities.
As one who has ridden the Katy from start to finish many
times, in all for more Trails across the state. They help the
small towns and bring cyclists in from other states.

Yes this is a wonderful idea. Trails are always a great addition
to people's well being and allow them more outside places to
explore and expand. The question really is why would you not
move forward.

I think it would be great

I think this would be great!!! This would allow many families
hours of recreation.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this issue. As a
frequent user of Katy Trail State Park, I have seen first hand
the economic and recreational benefits the trail offers
Missouri. I have spoken many times to cyclists who have
traveled considerable distance to ride the Katy. Increasing the
state's rails-to-trails system via expansion of the Rock Island
Trail cement Missouri's place as the nation's top rail-to-trails
cycling destination. This will mean a much-needed boost to
the communities along the RITP. Thank you again for this
opportunity.

Do it!

We would really like to see this happen. It would be great for
the area to have a great place for walking and riding

Our small town(Belle) is looking forward to all the trail will
offer. Jobs.

This trail will be a great asset to the state. | amend my family
would use this trail to ride during week long vacations. Also
my friends and family would join from out of state.

Please make this recreational trail happen.

Thanks,

I am a 74 year old resident of Gasconade county. My wife and
I are cycling and hiking enthusiasts. I am very interested in the
Rock Island Trail Project as there is nothing in my area that
would be good for both Walking and Biking.

Wow, this is such a great project! How many visitors use the
Katy Trail each year? How many Missouri businesses along
it's length are feeding Missouri families? Aside from the
historical significance, which is vast, this has a profound
ECONOMIC BENEFIT to rural Missourians!! Having ridden
my bike from Clinton to St. Charles over a three day period, I
can tell you that I spent upwards of $1000 IN MISSOURI
either preparing for the trip (bike parts, supplies, etc.) or while
on the trip (Hotel, Bed & Breakfast x 2, Restaurants, Bars,
etc.). Please keep this project alive, and let's get it built! Jobs
are CRITICAL to Missouri's economic future. Thanks!

As someone who uses the Katy trail, [ have seen the benefits it
provides. A new trail will breath new economic life into the
communities along the route. Adding this new trail to the
existing Katy trail will make Missouri a destination for
bicyclists, runners, hikers, and the like from all over the
country. We live in fly over country, we need a reason for
folks to visit our state. This is one additional piece of the
puzzle.

Also look at what even small trails have done for
communities. Grants trail in St. Louis connects
neighborhoods, increased property values, and provides a
great way for our citizens to exercise and spend time with
family. Imagine these benefits on a grand scale.

I support the Rock Island Trail project. It would have such a
positive impact on the communities it goes through.



It is AWSOME. Connect the trail to other trails like the little
blue Terrace Trace trail in Jackson County. Connect that to the
trails in grandview

I fully support DNR efforts to finalize plans for the Rock
Island Trail Project. I believe Missouri's successful KATY
Trail is the model which shows that Rail To Trail efforts are
very worthwhile!

Please support to Rock Island Trail Project. Using the Katy
Trail as an example, it can only bring positive things to
Missouri. Missouri could use a few more positive things!

We should support this great project for the State of Missouri.
I've ridden the Katy trail from start to finish several times and
it adds tourism to small towns and a great recreational outlet
for our state.

Thanks,

Trails like this support economic development so desperately
needed in this part of Missouri

Missouri has a grand tradition of offering amazing outdoor
opportunities! The impact of those concentrated areas drives
people from around the world to enjoy them. Expanding our
trail network would open more opportunities to explore a
broad cross section of our state and bring opportunities to rural
communities.

Recreational opportunities are critical to our states economic
future. One of the shining success stories has been our rails to
trails program. This is another great opportunity to expand on
that success. My perspective on this is as a small business
owner in a high-tech industry, Competing for talent on the
national stage. Amenities like this are critical to my company's
ability to compete.

I thought this was a done deal already. Get it finished already!
My family and I fully support DNR entering into the Trail Use
Agreement. Thank you for allowing for community feedback
There is a massive amount of good family folks that would
love to have this area saved for future generations to enjoy.

I suppprt the "rails to trails"

project-not Gov Greitens.

I support the Rock Island Trail Project.

I am in support of developing the rock island trail. Through
hiking is on the rise and this trail will offer a fantastic
opportunity for people from all over to experience the beauty
of this part of our state. Opportunities to have this type of
space are rare and we should not let this chance go by. It is
uniquely valuable because it is a 144 mile track. To see it
broken up and the opportunity forever lost would be so sad.
It would be a great asset to our area to have this trail.
Currently we only have paved highways and gravel roads to

ride bikes. It would be a recreation benefit, a tourism and
economic benefit.

Just look at how the Katy trail has helped towns across
Missouri. The rock island trail will do the same for those
towns along the trail path.

Yes Please!!! We love the rail trails. It gives us a safe place to
ride bikes away from inattentive drivers and boosts the
economy of neighboring towns!!!

Do it

I feel that the development of the Rock Island Trail Project
will prove beneficial to the state of Missouri. It would boost
the economy & support all the communities along the way. In
addition are the health benefits of providing even more
outdoor activity, not only for Missouri residents, but to anyone
who is looking for new adventures. This is a rare opportunity
for Missouri & I sincerely hope that Governor Grietens &
state officials involved in making this decision will choose to
boldly move forward witth plans to implement this project!
Our state benefits from recreational areas such as the Rock
Island Trail Project. It is far less expensive to convert this to a
trail than to do just about anything else with the land and the
existing rail features. Thank you for reading this.

I support the State of Missouri expanding,adding to,
lengthening, improving the Rock Island Trail. This trail will
elevate Missouri to the highest level of states with trails and as
far as Missouri has slipped over the years we need these wins
every time we can get them.

Please please please find and build this trail!

Developing this trail is a win-win for everyone in Missouri. It
brings economic growth as well as promote HEALTHY
living, which lowers healthcare costs.

Adding this trail to the Missouri DNR and State Park system is
a win for the state and the towns that the trail would cross.
Bringing in high value tourism dollars and elevate the state to
one of the top cycling destinations in the country. Please see
this project through and make Missouri a more cycling
friendly state!

As a citizen of the State of Missouri and an avid user of the
Katy Trail, I support the use of state resources to acquire,
improve, and maintain the Rock Island Trail.

I love the idea of re-purposing the railroad for trail use and it
sounds like it could be a real economic boost to the
communities along the way. I hope that the feedback of the
communities directly impacted is given highest consideration
and that appropriate accommodations are made for the
individuals whose properties are intersected by the railroad
tracks.

Dear Gov. Grietens,

I understand you want a review of the Rock Island line as a
proposed recreational trail. In doing so, I feel you should also
understand some benefits of having such a trail in your state.



Properly marketed and advertised, the Rock Island Trail would
be a huge economic boon for Missouri. Imagine bicycle tour
groups queuing up to ride a circuit of historic railroad route
through prime wine and scenery country. Imagine weekends
that draw families to portions of the trail, even if just for a few
miles and a snack afterward.

All this, and increased property values, could be Missouri's.
Health benefits?...definitely. Prime small business
locations?...yes!

[ urge you to say yes to the construction of this trail.

I am very much in favor of this. It provides healthy
transportation & recreation to families in Missouri as well as
for tourists. It is good for the many communities & towns that
are connected and close by. It is a great way to both transform
and preserve a piece of our cultural heritage.

I support this Rail to Trail project. Safe cycling, beautiful
Missouri scenery, tourism, and business opportunities along an
abandon RR line. I believe this will help breath life int a
number of small towns as well. Once this opportunity is gone
it may not be available again.

Why would this need a second thought! Complete the trail.
We have our cc team running on the dangerous highway.
Finish this. It will be used in my town everyday guaranteed!
The trail is a genuine pride point for Missouri, and this is a
logical next step

I support the Rock Island Trail and its expansion. The trail
will bring tourism and revenue to small towns across
Missouri. Our state is becoming well known for the trails we
have and the planned expansion. Also, the trails encourage a
more active lifestyle, which in turn means more people are
exercising and have fewer health problem.

I ask the Governor to support the Rock Island Trail and the
expansion to Beaufort and for the DNR to enter into the
agreement to make this a reality!

[ urge that DNR enter into an Interim Trail Use Agreement
concerning the Rock Island Trail Project. I have enjoyed
riding the KATY trail and completed a complete transit twice.
Each trip allowed me to meet people from all over the USA
who come to enjoy our rail trail. Rail trails do enhance
business opportunities for local people and the friendly
attitude of Missourians is displayed to all trail users. Rails-to-
Trails organization repeatedly shows that rail trails are
successful stimulants to local ecomonies.

Love the trail! Its a scenic and safe place for the family to
enjoy beatiful Missouri! Adding more trail would only make it
better.

This project is essential to effectively utilizing Missouri's
natural resources to make it a more attractive place to live for
the current and potential residents. Providing public trails like
this one is a pursuit that the MO DNR should embrace.
Opportunities like this don't come along every day. DNR
simply cannot let it pass by. Other states seize upon old rail
lines as quickly as possible and turn them into recreational

corridors so they can reap the benefits that much quicker.
There is literally no down side to rail trails. They decrease
crime and increase property values 100% of the time no
exceptions. That's a fact not an opinion. Get the rock island
trail moving then start working on the old lead line from Cuba
to viburnum...another unbelievable resource currently sitting
idle as it has been for 15+ years. GET IT DONE. Please and
thank you.

As a cyclist living in St Louis County, [ would strongly
encourage the development of the recreational trail. This will
provide yet another reason for cyclist and other recreation
tourism in Missouri.

This will be an awesome trail!

Why do we need to spend millions on a bike trail that only a
select few citizens will utilize when our roads and bridges that
virtually every missouri citizen uses are falling apart . And the
argument that the bike trail will bring in so much revenue to
the local towns along the trail justifies the cost is so out of
touch with reality that it is almost laughable if it wasn't such a
serious matter. The land needs to be reverted back to the
landowners. I have seen first hand how bad of shape the
bridges and water crossings along the corridor are. It will take
millions, if not billions to make it a safe mode of travel for
even a bicycle, much less maintenance vehicles. Ask the
salvage crew how many bridges and water crossings they did
not and could not even utilize when they took the rails up, and
how many they had to do major work to just to utilize them
temporarily!! If the current administration goes forward with
this money pit, they have lost my vote!!!

What a wonderful opportunity! Every chance to get outdoors
and appreciate the beauty of our state is worthwhile. So
excited to see it when it's done.

Hi,

I would like to see the development of the Rock Island
Railroad corridor. I am not familiar with the Interim Trail Use
Agreement with MO Central Railroad. Can you give us some
details about that?

I think the Katy has been a great success for Missouri. I ride
the trail every weekend and over the past 3 years I have ridden
the entire length of the trail. I think it offers recreation,
wellness, history, preservation and economic development. If
we have the opportunity to move ahead with the Rock Island
corridor we will continue to be a national leader in Rails to
Trails.

Thanks,

This would be a great addition to Missouri tourism, health,
and recreation. And it banks the land for unknown uses in the
future. It is important to do this for future generations too.
They will thank us someday.

I myself wpuld greatly love to see this trail come into fruition.
I think it is a valuable commodity to the likes of trail goers and
adjacent cities and counties next to the proposed trail. The trail
will definelty attract the likes of tourism and theoretically
reduce the influence of criminal activity. Making Missouri



more beautiful and attractive by this trail is a win for
everybody. Please make it happen

I can't imagine there could be a downside to adding bike trails
anywhere in Missouri. It brings health, business opportunities
and gets people outside to enjoy nature in our great state.
Riding bikes has to also be one of the greatest anti depressants
around plus you meet people and make friends while out
riding. Saying no to any opportunity to build or repurpose
areas for cycling is saying no to all the positives I've just
mentioned. Don't be an old fashioned stick in the mud! Build
trails! Get it done!

We just rode on the Katy Trail in Booneville. It was fantastic!
Please consider expanding the trail...across the state and the
country!

Conversion of the former Rock Island Railroad corridor into a
144.3 mile trail will bring economic opportunity to small
towns and it is exactly the type of park development that
brings people from all of the world to our great state. As a
strong supporter of our current governor, I feel a pull back
from this development would be a huge mistake. I ask that
DNR and the state legislature move forward with this
development.

This would be a great project for the state.

Please continue to develop this trail. I have been riding the
Katy Trail and there is an abundance of users on this trail. I
believe that many Missourians are enjoying this trail and
would like to see more especially on this new path that is
being considered. Thanks to Ameren for their donation.

The Rock Island Trail project would be great addition to
Missouri's great ped/bike trail system. Let's make this happen.
These trails are critical for Missouri. Please ensure we are able
to move forward with making this trail come to life.

Outdoor recreation represents a significant economic benefit
to the state. Recreational opportunities bring visitors and drive
local economies. Trail use is increasing and is a great healthy
activity enjoyed by all ages. The partnerships that facilitate the
expansion of trails are important opportunity for the state and
a great service the people of Missouri. Please support the
agreement and build a quality trail expansion to help the
communities along the path benefit from destination travelers.
We live trails in Missouri....and the state government should
live them too!

Please support the acquisition and development of the Rock
Island Trail. This is great for economic development and
recreation for all Missourians.

I think it's a great idea!

* Exercise

* Tourism

* Development

* Custodianship of Natural Resources

* State Unity

Trails are a great resource that brings business back to small
towns, and great for recreational touring.

I support the Rock Islsnd Trail Project. I tgink it will bring
much needed revenue to the communities along the trail and
also activity to the local residents as well as visitors.

I think the DNR enter into an agreement with Missouri Central
Railroad for the purpose of developing the Rock Island Trail
Project. i think Eric Gritens our Governor should stay out of
the dnr and let them develop this corridor.

Please continue to pursue the funding of the Rock Island Trail.
This combined with the Katy can really make Missouri a
destination for cyclists and hikers. Last year I had a friend
come to do the entire Katy trail with me. We spent several
nights in hotels, ate lots of lunches and dinners in towns along
the route, etc. It's a good thing for the local economies and it's
great for Missourians.

This would be great for Missouri.

I fully support the creation of the trail as an exciting and
economically smart addition to the current Katy Trail. It will
expand opportunities for bike tourism, boosting the economy
of the surrounding towns and support enhanced exercise
options for the local communities. This is a "no brained"
project for Missouri. As a Missouri resident and a past rider of
the entire Katy Trail, I encourage the state to move forward
with this opportunity.

This trail would be a great asset to Missouri.

I strongly support this project as a cyclist and one who tries to
persuade others to come here for amminities such as this.

I would love love LOVE to see this trail come to fruition!
Aside from showcasing our beautiful state from a geographic
perspective, the trail promotes the support of small businesses
through increased traffic to the area. So many people love the
Katy Trail, and I am certain another trail will make riding
more accessible for riders who might not be able to travel to
ride. Let's make a network of trails across our gorgeous state
and make it a destination for local and out-of-state riders
alike!

We need the trail. Good for health. Good for the economy.
Part of our culture and shared values!

There is a lot of riders that like trails rather than on the open
road. It's safer. Great idea.

This is a great opportunity to expand it's existing infrastructure
to help improve the health and well being of Missourians. It
can boost tourism dollars, help promote the show-me-state,
and could prove to be a relatively small investment due to the
donated land.

Please consider the expansion! Investing in the built
environment is a forward-thinking and novel approach to
improve the quality of life.



We bike all the time on the Katy trail. We would definitely use
the Rock island trail. It would help the little towns on the trail.
Please move forward with this project.

This trail would benefit the small towns along the route.

This "trail" runs right in front of my house in Henley. We have
enough problems with drugs and other disturbances in Henley.
Not to mention all the tourists who will be using it.
Considering there is no leash law in my area I will now have
to deal with my dogs constantly barking at "strangers" in my
yard. Worrying if someone will consider my dogs a danger or
nuisance(which they are neither) and worrying if someone
may either steal from my property or steal one of my dogs.
That land should have went to the land owners who have
mowed, removed trees, and have kept up with it all these
years! - no to the trail!

As a Pleasant Hill resident I can already see the positive
impact the trail is having on these small rural communities and
has lit a spark to reinvigorate commercial investment in these
markets. As an avid runner I can tell you that statistic show
that runners and multi sport athletes are some of the highest
paid individuals and citizens of every state and invest large
sums of their hard earned dollars into the support facilities
surrounding such trails .

Missouri needs the Rock Island Trail - its a no brainer!
1)Tourism will increase 2)bikers need more safe spaces and
long ride routes

Missouri should definitely develop the Rock Island Trail! You
only need to look at the sucessyof the Katy Trail to see this!
The Katy brings in tourism from all the states and many from
other countries! This would be great to have more like the
Katy!

The trail will provide a new outlet for revenue for some
communities that take advantage of its construction. It will
also provide an outlet for opportunity for health and wellness
programs and hopefully inspire Missouri citizens to get out
and exercise. It is a win win for everyone. We need this to
happen for the sake of everyone now and in the future.

The Rock Island trail is an opportunity to add to the KATY
and make an outstanding trail system that will draw even more
tourism from around the world. There are only a few trail
systems of that size and they draw a lot of users, even when
they aren't as well maintained as the KATY is. Once built,
towns along the route will see a revitalization like that which
happened with the KATY.

100% Against the trail

I strongly support using MO state funds for the development
of the Rock Islsnd Trail.

I think it would be a huge economic boon for the state. I wait
enthusiastically for it and have done the Katy Trail quite a bit
and my family has spent a good bit of money in the towns
enroute. It is a low cost investment and a huge payback.

I already have plans with my family and a number of friends
from out of town, to bike the whole length as soon as it is
done. I plan on spending money on bed and breakfasts and
eating in the small towns and repeating this action often. I
want to do the whole circle when it is done.

Please open the sections as they are done.

The trail system currently in use draws many people to our
state. Adding to it with the Rock Island trail will make
Missouri's trails on the National and International must
experience lists, bringing money and employment to our State.
I'm very much in favor of an Interim Trail Use Agreement and
tge Rock Island Trail project.

As a land/farm owner along the Katy Trail I fully support this
project. Biking trails improve the quality of life from both a
recreational and a beauty stand point. We enjoy meeting
people from around the world that come to ride the trail.

This could be the world's longest continued trail. To have it be
a attraction universality. We bicycle Erie canal trail and by far
the Katy is the Cadillac of trails. What for site to Mr & Mrs.
Jones. We need to see this vision once again.

I support the Rock Island Trail Project. I hope you do too.
With a family member who owns property that was supposed
to go back to them if the railroad was ever decommissioned I
am against the trail. Other concerns that advocates of the trail
should consider, is would they like the trail to run through
their front yard or to devide a farm with tons of people coming
through family farms and property. I believe they would not.
The roads in the gasconade county are far from great and state
should put there tax dollars to better use. How long befor
recreational bikers complain about agricultural obstacles or the
local gun club which borders the trail. Which are both
privately funded and owned will be asked to change the was
they have lived and operated for years and years. In no way
shape or form will this trail start to benefit the local economies
anywhere near the cost of maintenance for the trail. A lot of
wishful thinking on advocates parts. In closing I believe the
personal property rights and privacy of rural Missourians who
border the trail will be infringed upon and who's opinions will
not be considered and they are the ones who this trail will
directly effect.

Do it. Trails are good for Missouri.

The Katy Trail is a huge success for Missouri. It draws people
from all over, boosts the economies of tiny rural town along
the trail, and creates inexpensive recreation and fitness for
families. More trails means more of all of that. Let's get
moving on the Rock Island Trail Project!

Biking is something I don't think we need to argue is solid
choice of investment for not only the local economies, but also
the local citizens who are the driving force to your voting
system.

Bike are good for you, me, and everyone who rides one. If you
don't, I recommend you try. I may know some people who can
help you out.



The Rock Island Trail is needed. Much more than many things
our government spends it's money on.

Let the people ride.

Get on board! There's every reason to complete this project as
a rails to trails success story. It's uniqueness and economic
upsides are of particular interest to this bike enthusiast.

I am in support of the trail expansion as an opportunity for
missouri citizens for healthy activities and a destination
vacation for out of staters on a,trail more beautiful than most
of the katy trail in woodlands rivers and topography .

Our family regularly uses the Katy Trail for healthy outdoor
activities. We meet people from all over the USA and
sometimes from foreign countries. Historic buildings in the
former train towns have been preserved as a part of Missouri's
heritage. Local people that we talk to say they were sceptical
about the Katy Trail when it was proposed 25 years ago, but
now are pleased with new vitality it has brought to their
communities. The Rock Island Trail will be even more scenic
and most likely more popular than the Katy. Missouri will
truly become the Rail-Trail capital of America, and reap
enormous benefits. Thank You!

I think preservation of the Rock Island line in the form of a
trail will provide recreational, economical, & historical
benefits to the State and especially the many local
communities along it. In addition the trail would provide a
significant safety benefit to the Meninite community that
bicycle along Hwy 52 in the Versailles to Eldon area. This
community & the benefits provided by the trail are not likely
represented via on line surveys.

Trails are an important recreational asset to our state. Please
work to open this section for public use . -thank you

The trail is one of the biggest attractions for outdoor
enthusiasts in MO. I use it everyday and take my kids on it
weekly. New options on the trail provide opportunities for
more outdoor experiences! We are so lucky to have the Katy
in MO. Please continue to grow this wonderful attraction!

I believe Missouri should except the the remainder of the
Rock Island Trail from Windsor to Beaufort. It can nothing
but help the communities that it goes through. Being from that
area....... we could use all the help we can get to help boost
visiting traffic. A trail system would definitely help.

I am very much in favor of the DNR developing the old Rock
Island right of way for use by the community (ie taxpayers
who fund the DNR). Rails to trails have proven themselves to
be revenue generators time and again.

Personally, if the trail existed my family would use it and I

would use the trail to commute to work a few times per month.

Thank you

Some people are always complaining about cyclist on the
roads. The more trails available in our state the more cyclist
will use them. On a different note with tourists visiting our
state health and fitness concerns are growing. Activities are on
a lot of check lists for places to visit. Check out NW Arkansas

and all that's going on. We as a groups travel there 5-10 times
every year from Springfield.

My family and I are looking forward to the competition of the
trail. I have been riding through rock island trail weekly at
pleasant hill. It would be a large disappointment if the trail
wasn't completed. I'm already seeing out of state visitors using
the new trail .please don't fail to finish this project

The Rock Island Trail will be a much needed boost to the
economy of some of Missouri's poorest cities. Several of the
communities along the route recently made a list of Missouri's
10 poorest cities; Eldon, Versailles. The trail will bring
opportunities for new business in these communities and all
along the route. Do not refuse the trail.

I believe that this trail should be made.

Would love to see hike, bike and horseback riding trails for
this corridor. Think it will spur additional ride and stay
activities along the trail as well as lunch and food stops along
the way. Would be amazing to horseback ride from ke to St.
Louis and back. This trail would support An activist lifestyle
that is so important for sedentary families for health reasons as
well.

I think this would be a wonderful addition to our trail system!
Missouri's natural resources are such an enjoyment.

Please incorporate equestrians into your plan for the Rock
Island Railroad corridor. Missouri has a very active trail riding
community. Our trail horses are beautiful, experienced, sound,
and are not fearful of bikers, hikers, or dogs on the trails. We
can certainly all safely co-exist. If you have sections of the
trail that you plan on paving with concrete, just leave an area
on the side that is unfinished or dirt. I support NO
CONCRETE, as it is very expensive to put in, takes away
from the natural beauty of the area and is never necessary.
Cannot have too many recreational trails. This would be a
wonderful addition to our state.

Equestrians are trail users too. Please make small adjustments
to allow this segment of trail usage. The more trail traffic will
help keep trails safer for everyone.

To have this trail in the state of Missouri is an amazing
prospect. This will bring in bike and equestrian travelers from
all over the world like the Katy trail has. Please push forward
and thank you. I also vote and will not vote for anyone
opposed to such a resource.

I am very excited about this opportunity that is being brought
to mid Missouri. This is not only an opportunity for our
families and communities to have access to physical activity
and healthier lifestyles but opportunities for additional revenue
as well. It opens doors for many opportunities for businesses
that can be beneficial to the trail. This is also a great example
of taking something that has set sedintary for many years and
can now be of great use. It can bring much publicity and
tourism to MO. What a wonderful way to showcase our
beautiful state!



I strongly support the Rock Island Trail Project and DNR
entering into an Interim Trail Use Agreement. Missouri's
extensive trails from rails connect all generations to its natural
beauty, as well as to the history of its railroads and the many
towns they go through. Perhaps most importantly, the trails are
available and accessible to a wide variety of Missourians,
from rural communities to larger cities, and provide a source
of tourism, economic development and cultural exchange in
important, historic and less populous areas within the state.

I strongly recommend that the State of Missouri enter into an
Interim Trail Use Agreement with Missouri Central Railroad
for the purpose of developing the Rock Island Trail Project. I
see it as being a win - win opportunity for Missouri in both
increasing tourism and small and medium business growth.
We should try to protect these rights of ways and preserving as
trails is one good way of doing that.

I would love to see this happen as many people are traveling
around the world to come to our great state to ride the Katy.
Adding this will only increase the people which is good for
our economy.

I want The state of Missouri to support this imitative. We need
more hiking and biking opportunities. I have personally ridden
the complete Katy trail end to end 4 times, and I would
welcome the opportunity try the proposed rock island trail.
Restaraunt a, B&Bs along the trail benefit from riders, and it's
also a draw for out of state riders to come visit and ride.

I use several of the rails-to-trails in Missouri. Frequently the
Frisco Trail from Springfield to Bolivar, probably 2,000 miles
or more since it went in. Several of us are riding it's entire
length and back again later this week. My wife and I ride the
Katy Trail on our tandem and love the miles we spend along
the Missouri River, riding through (and spending money in)
small towns along the route.

We are excited about the new Rock Island Trail and getting to
spend more time enjoying Missouri's wonderful outdoors.

Springfield, MO

Great idea! I love trails.

Please do this as soon as possible. These trails add measurable
and immeasurable value to our beautiful state. Bikes and
outdoor recreation make for happy and healthy citizens, plain
and simple. Don't lose this opportunity.

I strongly encourage DNR and Missouri to accept the donation
of land rights for development of the Rock Island Trail
Project. I read in the newspaper that Missouri is considering
turning down this wonderful opportunity. That would be an
incredible penny-wise, pound-foolish mistake! PLEASE don't
let this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity go by!

This is a opportunity that doesn't come up often for a state, let
Missouri be the best bicycling and hiking state by accepting
the Rock Island Trail from Ameren. It will be both a
economical and a healthy choice

for the state. I was on the Katy Trail this weekend and the
trailhead parking at Portland Mo. was full,bike riders
everywhere, campgrounds busy, bars and restaurants open and
busy.

This is just an example of the economic benefit the Rock
Island would cause in over 20 little towns along this trail.
People from all over the country and world will come to
Missouri to experience the Rock island and spend money in
our state. It will be a win win for all of use in our beautiful
State.

sincercly, I

I support the development of the Rock Island Trail Project! As
a recreational biker in Columbia, Missouri, I know the benefits
to have trail access. The trails provide a way for people to
experience the beauty of Missouri as well as the health
benefits of exercise and fresh air. I know many folks in
Columbia who are excited about this new trail and would
certainly use the trail upon its completion. Please continue
with this project!!

I moved to Missouri 6 years ago and one of the greatest things
about this state is the beautiful parks and trails. The Katy Trail
is an amazing trail that connects so much of Missouri. If the
DNR has the chance to develop another trail in a similar
fashion they should do it. Outside of the health and
environmental benefits the Katy Trail is a huge economic
benefit for these small communities located on it. Building
another one of these trails will draw in even more tourists
from the edges of the state and out of state.

Yes!!! Please support this project!! We need more trails!
Also- feel free to get in contact with me if you need volunteers
to help build the trail. My info is below

This trail would be wonderful for all towns involved, the Katy
trail is amazing.

The MKT provides a way for people in its communities to get
exercise and access to nature. In addition, it benefits our
communities through the spending of many tourists who travel
the trail. The Rock Island trail could have the same benefits
for another region of the state. I can't see anything but good in
this project.

Missouri is such a beautiful state. These trails offer a chance
to enjoy the state that has very little negative impact on the
environment. We need this to build tourism to our state and to
provide healthy activity to more Missourians.

I'm writing in support of the project, because industry and
commerce overtake so much. It's important to carve out and
maintain green spaces. Our bodies and minds are improved by
being outdoors and interacting with nature. We're plagued
with obesity, depression, heart disease, and anxiety.
Something as simple as a place to bike and hike can improve
the lives and well-being of so many people.

Future generations may not have this opportunity, if
everything gets paved and polluted into oblivion. Please save
this trail while we can.



Pease accept this donation and develop this trail. The Katy
Trail was such a success. Surely this one will too.

I'm a Kansas resident that works in Missouri, and I love using
the Katy Trail. I'm very much looking forward using the Rock
Island Trail as well. It's been great seeing the economic
benefits of the Katy Trail develop over past years, and I'd like
to see those same benefits developed in communities along the
Rock Island Route.

I believe this is a project that will benefit Missouri and the
region and is worth pursuing.

I would be more that excited for a new mega trail. Please push
forward with the agreement.

What a great idea. Rails to trails programs have proven to be
economically advantageous to the communities involved.
Bicyclists spend money, get exercise, have fun. They are not
troublemakers.

Many come from out of state to explore the beauty of
Missouri. Go for it. Fund this positive project.

I currently own property in Freeburg, Mo above the old train
tunnel and would love to see this move forward. My family
and friends would love to have a place to walk and ride with
out driving 30 minutes or more.

I think there are better ways Missouri can spend their tax
payers' money than on another trail that only benefits a small
group of people. It is an indisputable fact that Missouri can't
keep up the trails and parks it currently has. There is no way a
walking trail is going to boost enough economy to revitalize
the small towns it goes through. The small benefits will
NEVER outweigh the cost.

I think it would be better to rail bank without a trail (if that is
legally possible), or better yet, cede it to a railroad like the
CMRR. Either of which better preserves it for its intended
purpose than building a trail. Once a trail is built, the special
interest groups will never allow it to be anything but a trail. It
will never return to rails because there is so much money
backing the trail advocates.

Please see that this trail goes through. Like the Katy Trail, this
will greatly enhance our home state of Missouri. For those of
us who cannot afford to travel out of state, trails like this are
opportunities for affordable, close to home vacations. Also,
they give us a chance to see parts of our local landscape that
we otherwise cannot see.

Thanks,

Washington, Mo.

The Rock Island Trail Project is such an important part of the
trail system for Missouri. I heard recently Missouri was on the
fence about whether to undertake the project, and hope they
undertake it. Missouri has so many beautiful areas for people
to see when they visit our state. This trail project will help
realize that for bike riders from other states.

This is such an important project for Missouri. Please follow
through to create this trail, which will be a great boon to so

many of our citizens and communities, providing an awesome
recreational experience, connecting communities, drawing
tourists. The natural beauty of Missouri is one of our greatest
assets and should be cherished and enjoyed. Such a trail makes
excellent use of an old railroad corridor and will pay untold
dividends of health and welfare to the people of Missouri.
Rails to trails projects have been a fantastic success for public
recreation and conservation. Rock island Trail Project will
continue that success. I am strongly in favor of accepting this
gift and the development of the trail.

This trail would be a popular and valuable asset to our state.
Please protect this project and move forward with it.

Yes, I absolutely support DNR working to allow Rock Island
to develop. I hope state agencies can work together with
public and private interests to complete this trail. Missouri
desperately needs increased public access to land, trails to
separate cars from nonmotorized uses, and dedicated green
space. Please make Rock Island a reality.

The KATY Trail is one of Missouri's wonderful assets. The
Rock Island trail would make this asset even better. I fully
support Missouri moving ahead with this project. One of the
reasons I was excited about moving to and living in Missouri
was the rail trails in our state.

[ understand the the Farm Bureau is against this trail. I recall
that farmers were also very against the KATY Trail. I ride on
the KATY a lot and cannot see that it has any negative impact
on farming, but a very positive impact on every small town it
passes through.

In considering this project, please allow equestrian access
also. Missoyri has a HUGE pooulace of trailriders and
frequently draws from surrounding states. This in turn can
bring revenue in the firm of restuarants, gas, groceries, etc.
Thank you for your consideration.

I think it is a great idea to have the rock island trail project. I
love to go hiking and ride my bike around Missouri and |
would make sure to go to this when it is completed. I am a
disabled veteran and have learned that the outdoors helps
sooth some of my inner wounds.

This trail would bring tourism and other economic activities to
the towns along the trail. Currently I drive over two hours to
use the Katy trail so having a similar trail closer would be very
attractive for our area.

I want the trail to go forward as planned.

Live in Wildwood, Mo. Linear Parks like the Rock Island
Trail provide great benefits for their cost. I would like too see
this one get built.

As anew cyclist in the last 18 months I believe this to be a
excellent idea. I moved to a house right off the Katy Trail and
as a result I can use it whenever I choose and it has caused me
to become a more active, healthier Missouri resident. In local
news this week a young, avid cyclist from St. Louis was lost
to an accident in Kansas City. Trails like these old rail lines



are perfect for families and other to use and not be on local
roads and highways.

It is essential that the Missouri DNR enter into the Interim
Trail Use Agreement to develop the Rock Island Trail. Not
only will it connect to the other rail to trails operating in the
State but this kind of economic development will add a much
needed asset to this part of the State. Not only will there
numerous jobs created during the reconstruction work but
there will be, in perpetuity, numerous tourists traveling along
the trail, stopping in the communities and spending their
money! A good deal for everyone including increased
revenues for the Great State of Missouri! Missouri has a very
large number of miles of rail-to-trails when compared to the
rest of the nation.

I support the development of the Rock Island Trail! Research
and experience has shown time and again that trails provide
huge economic, social and public health benefits to the people
of Missouri as well as drawing in visitors from other states.
Make it happen!

I would be delighted to see this project go ahead. I have
traveled extensively, and places that complete this kind of
conversion are more livable, have local jobs that support
smaller communities, and enable visitors and locals to see the
beauty of our state. The Rock Island Line has historic value, as
well, and this conversion would help ensure preservation of
some of that history. Please proceed with the trail conversion!
Please keep the project on course and supported. The Katy
trail rails to trails project was a huge boom for our small
community and to add the second trail will make it even more
desirable to bring in those out of state tourism dollars!!
Businesses in Missouri need activities to bring tourist in from
other states. Biking is a good one along with kayaking.
Continue with the trail, plus look at the Gasconade river to
create kayaking adventures.

This trail would be a wonderful way to showcase the natural
beauty of our state. It offers tourist a low-cost way to have fun
in this state, and gives those of us who live here another way
to enjoy the outdoors in our area.

Please consider developing the Rock Island Trail.

Thank you.

I strongly support the trail. It will provide access to small
towns it passes thru and economic benefits as well as safe
passage for children to schools and parks.

This trail would really make MO a cycling destination along
with the Katy Trail. I support it.

Please pursue the Rock Island Trail and it's connection to the
Katy Trail. I'm a regular user of the Katy and I live in
Augusta. I benefit from having access to the trail, and by the
business that flows from the trail to the winery I work for.
The Rock Island addition would bring visitors from all over
the world to Missouri and bring notoriety to our state. Jobs
and money will follow as businesses along the corridor spring

up. To miss this opportunity would be a terrible waste of
resources for Missouri.

This trail will encourage more visitors to Missour's great trail
system and is a public health benefit to our state. |
STRONGLY reccommend that DNR enter into an Interim
Trail Use agreement for the Rock Island Trail Project.
Missouri has a great history with the outdoors and
encouraging people to get outside, this would only be a
positive to the state and its history.

Please keep the proposed extension to the Rock Island Trail
line. It's a cultural asset that enables citizens to enjoy physical
activity and the beauty of our state. It also will attract out-of-
state visitors, thereby boosting the MO tourism industry. Its
proximity to the Lake of the Ozarks is especially important to
they point, and can have a trickle down effect on other trail
points. For all these reasons. I believe the Rock Island
extension should move forward as planned.

I would LOVE to see this project happen. I hope it would
include trail use for horses, on all portions. The Katy trail
allows some horse use, but not close enough to my home for
me to take advantage of it, as I live in the Greater St Louis
Metropolitian Area.

I know that other horse owners would love for more horse
trails available for our use, we also greatly contribute to the
economy and horse use of maintained trails is low impact,
contrary to what many seem to believe.

Thank-You for the opportunity to express my view.

I fully support the conversion of this railroad corridor into a
hike bike trail, and can't wait to use it. Further the economic
benefits of such a trail will be very beneficial to the region and
townships along it.

I think the trail will be great for young families. The trail will
offer a safer means in kids bicycling without the dangers of
vehicular traffic and will aid in some of the problems with
health and obesity that we are seeing in our younger
generations. However, I feel that the trail could become a
burden in some of the more rural areas with farmers and
trespassing. | also feel that it will be a burden on the state in
order to properly maintenance and patrol the trail. From my
understanding the state already has state parks that are either
already shut down or need to be due to funding decreases in
order to maintain those parks.

I 'am 70 years of age and began riding the Katy Trail at the age
of 55. I have ridden the Katy Trail end-to-end over 17 times.
My family medical history is one of obesity. I credit riding the
Katy Trail (various sections) with keeping my weight under
control and keeping me fit and active. My children have also
ridden the Katy Trail with me and helped us repair our often
fractured family relationships.

During my many rides, I have spent considerable sums of
monies on food, lodgiing, etc. If it were not for the Katy Trail,
I would be spending that money in Illinois while riding the
Rout 66 trail or the Trails of Madison County, IL..

I look forward to being able to make the loop from STL to KC
and return. I will be spending money at many locations along
the way.



PS: I have already ridden the 47 mile portion of the Rock
Island Trail and spent $125 on lodging and ~$25 on food.
Please keep the trail going. I was born and raised in Windsor,
Missouri. I have now moved to Warsaw, but I know how
much the trails have done for the community, and many others
like it. We need positive change since so many factories
closed, and a reason for people to go there.

Yes. This will keep Missourians healthy and bring tourism
money to our state.

Good morning,

Missouri is a wonderful state only made better by its parks and
trails, the MKT trail has been a big part of my life since
moving here from Colorado, and I would say that the benefits
that this trail has brought to the community and state is one
that I have not seen in my travels around this great country.
The trail system not only allows you to be active, but it allows
time to be spent as a family, challenge ones self physically, or
just decompress from the stressors of life. This trail has been
very good for the community, the state, and the people that
choose to live in its presence. Please take the necessary steps
to provide for the expansion of this trail. The decision to
expand this trail was fought for by many who truly care,
please honor them in fulfilling the promise made by previous
administrations.

Please pursue this project. A little bit of funding will go a long
way into attracting cyclists, tourism, and the businesses
(coffee shops, B&Bs) that go along with these. This is a win
win for Missourians, cyclists, business, and tourism.

I'am 100% in favor of the development of the Rock Island
Trail. It will create a world class rail trail that will draw many
tourists from all over the world. It will provide many
economic advantages to the many communities along the trail.
Please do the trail we need safe places to ride! The monetary
return to the small communities is great! It also draws people
from other states!

Absolutely go forward with this project and enter into the use
agreement. Trails provide opportunities for tourism, bringing
dollars to the towns they go through. How? Individual trail
users of course need places to stop for food, refreshments, and
many are interested in the history of the towns themselves.
Also, trails are used for sporting and fundraising and
entertainment events.--look at all the events that have occurred
along the Katy trail over the years--the Columbia

Boondawgle, musical events such as the Pedalers Jamboree,

events associated with the Boy Scouts, fundraising rides for
cancer and other diseases. More trails also means more
opportunities for Missourians to get exercise and gain an
appreciation of the outdoors and nature. The former can help
prevent chronic diseases and the latter means that people will
be more supportive of conservation efforts in the state--and
support of conservation can translate into support of hunting
and fishing opportunities. This is a win win for all
Missourians.

I think it is an absolute waste of tax payer money. And while I
do not own land next to the Rock Island tracks I can't imagine
the disruption it would cause every land owner to have people
walking and biking though their property. Also with so much
of the track running though farm land I would imagine theft
would rise as farmers have equipment and tools near the tracks
that people using the trail would now have access to. Back
when trains run the tracks landowners didn't have to worry
about the issues and liabilities that they will now face with
individuals roaming the trails and potentially trespassing on
their land.

Please preserve this historic site for the generations that come
after us. As the country gets older, places like this become
more important. And aside from the historical importance,
there are many people who live and make their living in the
area. They deserve to have their small towns kept in the
manner of their choosing.

I support the trail. Hanging in the balance isn't just a scenic
path through human and geologic time, but lots of small towns
with friendly people, hoping to preserve their livelihoods. The
solace and serenity along this line can't be praised enough. It is
a sanctuary for memories and imagination, and nowhere else
between St. Louis and K.C. do the stars and Milky Way seem
so infinite.

As a resident of Lake Ozark, MO, I would find the Rock
Island Trail very convenient and would use it frequently. I
totally encourage the State of

Missouri to develop it ASAP !

Please develop the Rock Island Trail. I will definitely use this
trail for biking, just like I use the KATY Trail and the Ozark
Highland Trail. Thank you.

The small towns along this proposed trail need the revenue the
users of the trail will bring in. Some of the towns have already
had small businesses start to pop up in anticipation of the trail
coming. They might not survive without it. And the towns
along the completed section of the trail are experiencing
growth and increased tourism (and tourism dollars). Please
take into consideration how increased sales tax revenue will
offset the costs to build and maintain the trail. Look how much
financial impact the KATY trail has had on the small
communities and the state. These small towns NEED this trail!
I am in support of converting the corridor to a recreational
trail. It is important to our state to have things like this.
Recreation and nature are more important than other uses that
may be recommended.

I've used this trail a few times linking to the Katy trail. It
allows my lifestyle of an everyday cyclist to be safer off the
roads. I usually buy from any town with supplies like food and
water. It definitely brings monies town all the towns. That
won't happen if this project isn't completed. This would be
stifling for public health not having safer recreational options.
I would be upset to learn it won't be funded further.

My WIfe and I are recreational bikers, and have ridden about
3/4 of the Katie Trail over the past 20+ years. We heartily



support the development of the Rock Island Trail. As former
Sedalia, MO residents we appreciated the the close proximity
of the trail (we could bike to it) and enjoyed many an evening
ride with our then young children in a safe environment. Now
as residents of the Lake of the Ozarks area, we travel to bike
the trail with regularity. The addition of the Rock island
segment would bring a riding trail much closer to us, allowing
more frequent trail biking.

As trail riders we see first hand the significant and positive
impact the trail has on the communities through which it
passes, both for the residents and those who travel to ride.
Significant dollars travel with recreational bikers that gets
spent in the communities along the trail for food, equipment.
lodging. gas and supplies.

This trail would be a huge asset to families, bicyclists, runners,
walkers all across Missouri. As a Cross Country coach in
Franklin County, a father of 2 children and as an avid runner,
the Rock Islamd trail would be an incredible resourceful trail
that would get a lot of people exercising and in the long term
creating healthy individuals. Also, the trail will benefit
countless communities economically will jobs relating to the
trail.

This trail project looks to the future of how Missouri has can a
more active, healthier state by giving more options and
opportunities to so many where few options to exercise exist.
Personally, this trail would be perfect for my high school cross
country runners I coach, getting them off dangerous roads.
Please make the right decision and look to the future and fund
this trail. Please!!

I feel this trail will be a great asset to Missouri tourism. |
bicycle quite a lot around the country, both in Missouri and
other trails in other states. There is a lot of excitement about
this trail and the resulting loop in Missouri with the Katy
Trail. Just ask anyone in Windsor Missouri how the trail has
helped their local economy. A city council member told me
just last week that camping reservations in their city park has
increased 400 percent this Spring because of the Rock Island
spur.

This is a wonderful idea. Rail road beds are already in place,
and therefore, make ideal paths for bikers and hikers.

While living in Peru, NE, some years back, I regularly walked
the RR Trace trail along the Missouri bluffs below the town. It
ran from Nebraska City to Brownville along the Missouri
River. It was well used by bikers, hikers and, in season,
hunters, with beautiful views and many varieties of wildlife.
I've driven past parts of this abandoned railway many times
and always wondered why it wasn't being converted into a
bike trail. I fully support this project.

It is wise to take advantage of this unique opportunity. We
need to think about the future generations. Build it and they
will come!

Please move forward with this project.

I believe it will bring economic benefits to the towns along the
trail

Would love to see this for recreational hiking and biking.
Excellent project - worthy use of resources - especially excited
for our kids. There are no safe bikeways in this area and our
kids love to bike.

Having cycled and camped along the entire length of the Katy
trail, I greatly look forward to the Rock Island trail expansion.
Our state's trail system is one of the many things that sets it
above the rest of the midwest. Our state government should
support healthy outdoor lifestyles, as it is proven to improve
health and happiness in a society. Outdoor attractions bring
people together in the best way. I strongly believe that the
Rock Island trail should be accepted to improve our great
state.

I am from New Zealand and travel extensively worldwide and
within the USA. To have a unique and renown trail ride will
attract many visitors to your beautiful area. The trails and
scenery here are stunning and the loop will keep an important
piece of local history alive. The economic boost for the towns
along this trail are highly significant. As an example, in New
Zealand we have the Otago Rail Trail
https://www.nzcycletrail.com/trails/otago-central-rail-trail/
This trail attracts 24,000 people per year in areas and is
growing every year as word spreads. Economic growth is
soaring through the domino effect of having an increasing
volume of visitors. The benefits of this trail continue to
support ongoing growth in the area. Please see this stat and
usage link:
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Otago_Central Rail Trail.

'A business evaluation has credited the trail with supporting
around 1,000 full and part-time jobs,[10] and having created
200 additional or part-time jobs.[6]' .

This highlights what Missouri too can have on a local and
international platform! Please do not be blinded by short term
financial costs and look further forward to the multiple
positive gains, and income, it will bring into the state. I ask
you to please not let this opportunity pass and accept this
incredible donation.

Please let this project continue, and our beautiful land to be
preserved and discovered

We should finish what we started.

Missouri, in general, is not known as a tourist location, but
cyclists know it and come to ride the trails bringing in money
and supporting our businesses. We are concerned about
Missouri residents' health and obesity, these trails offer all
families an oppotunity to exercise regardless of socioeconomic
status. Don't let this opportunity pass us by. Please support the
Rock Island trail.

Please consider the agreement. this would a great economic
boost for the small towns along the trail !

I think this is a great plan! I live in Jefferson County and
would rather drive to this trail head than the Katy trail head
north of St. Louis. Plus reusing these old railroad routes makes
Missouri a more beautiful and interesting state. Leaving the



old railroad as is just wastes opportunities for economic
growth for the communities it passes through.

I believe that this trail should be funded and built, especially
given the fact that some of it was a gift from Ameren. The
towns along the trail can benefit from much needed revenues
from sales of food and lodging. The Katy Trail has been so
successful in helping tourism in MO, and this can only make it
get better!

Remember, a LOT of visitors to the KATY trail are from out
of state, so they are bringing their dollar$$$ to MO to visit this
wonderful asset.

My wife and I plan on coming to Missouri to ride the Rock
Island Trail as soon as it is complete. Along this journey we
actually plan on doing a loop with the Katy Trail. We love to
explore the trail towns, eat, and stay in these towns. We hope
that the trail is completed in the next few years while I'm still
young enough to do this.

The Rock Island Trail would be a tremendous asset in the
Missouri Parks System. Given the success of the Katy Trail, it
is clear that this project would be a popular attraction and a
benefit to the communities along the trail.

Missouri's parks and trails are some of the best things it has to
offer. I fully support the Rock Island Trail Project.

Do it!

I retire in November. I will ride the KATY, not just once. I
would ride the RI, too.

I live in Newton, KS, near Wichita. The thought that I may
someday be able to ride the Flint Hills trail 120 miles east
from Herrington, do another 70 or so on county roads, ride the
KATY east and return via RI - that is, for me, very appealing.
Camping, sight-seeing, wineries....

I live in Overland Park Kansas and I will be much more likely
to spend money cycling in MO if the Rock Island Trail Project
is completed. I've ridden the Katty Trail several times and
really enjoyed it. The addition of Rock Island Trail would be
awesome, allowing options such as riding from eastern KC on
a loop through MO. Please don't let this opportunity pass!

The Katy Trail has been a fantastic success. I'm sure the
addition of another trail would also be a boon to our economy.
I would love to see DNR move forward with this project.

I am not a Missouri resident, but wanted to let you know we
took a 5 day vacation riding our bicycles on the Katy Trail,
staying at B&B's, buying food, drink, cases of wine, and
souvenirs along the way. We have a scheduled vacation in
August, 2017, riding bicycles on the Katy Trail during the
solar eclipse. We hope to eventually ride on the Rock Island
Trail.

Missouri needs more trails. They're good for the physical and
mental health of our citizens, and they attract visitors. I know
I've spent thousands of dollars in other states only because
they had better trails.

The Katy Trail is a state treasure. The proposed addition of the
Rock Island trail will make MO a Midwest destination.

Please add this trail to allow Missourian's to enjoy the state's
natural beauty, and to share it with others.

I support the DNR entering into an Interim Trail Use
Agreement and the Rock Island Trail Project. To have a
unique and extensive trail ride will attract many visitors to
Missouri. The trails and scenery here are stunning and the loop
will keep an important piece of local history alive. The
economic boost for the towns along this trail is highly
significant as well. Please do not be blinded by short term
financial costs and look further forward to the multiple
positive gains, and income, it will bring into the state. I ask
you to please not let this opportunity pass and accept this
incredible donation.

This trail will be a great addition to the state. Visitors and
locals will utilize this trail for fitness and transportation
reasons. Please continue with this trail, I know my family is
looking forward to utilizing it. There can be fundraising events
that take place along the trail once it's finished, bike rides,
races etc. The katy trail is already a great place for families
and adding another location would make our state that much
more attractive to visitors looking for an active vacation.
Please pursue the development. As a regular user of the Katy
and Creve Couer trail systems it would provide a system
unmatched by any other state.

A great idea! Extending the scope of the rails-to-trails system
in MO beyond the Katy Trail will bring in more tourism
dollars because people WILL bike the loop. That's more motel
stays, more restaurant meals, more grocery purchases. Totally
worth the expenditure.

Love this idea and the current Katy trail. Please make this
happen for our state!

This project is providing outdoor recreation for rural Missouri.
Outdoor recreation is limited in all these small communities.
This type of outdoor bike/walk trail will provide a greatly
needed long term opportunity for families to be exercising and
having communion together in nature...which our society so
greatly needs for the next generation. In addition, it will
provide more tourism and outside revenue for small
businesses in these small communities.

I think the trail could provide new economic opportunities for
towns along the trail. Many people in Versailles, where I live,
are excited to see something happen to the abandoned rail line.
Rails to trails have always been a great idea. I hope the
politicians don't derail this one.

Please support the development of this trail. It would be an
awesome compliment to the existing KATY trail and would be
beneficial for the State over the long term in many ways.

This would be a great addition to our state. I'm often told by
out of state visitors how they are amazed at our state park
system and our trail ways. This is good for Missouri.



I live in Kansas and one of the very few reasons I visit MO is
for bicycling. Trails provide a safe place for recreation.

And oh, nearly every trip involves buying dinner and/or drinks
at local businesses for myself and 3-8 others, multiple times a
year. Ocassionally I even rent a hotel room or B&B.

With the current funding problems for modot we do not need
another bicycle trail. Fund the highway system first.

I support DNR entering into an agreement to develop the Rock
Island Trail Project. This would add to our opportunities to
provide additional recreational trails to our citizens for hiking,
bicycling, walking and to visitors from other states. This is a
benefit to the health of our citizens.and to invite tourism.

Sounds like a good idea for a host of reasons.

I've recently started riding on the Katy Trail since last
summer. Its a wonderful place to ride and the best part except
for the crossings is one doesn't have to watch out for vehicles.
There are all kinds of folks riding from locals to cross country,
beginners to those that practice for there racing. I feel it would
be a terrible shame not to take advantage of the Rock Island
and develop it into a similar trail as the Katy. When its
completed I will be one that will take advantage!!

The Rock Island Trail Project is one of those things we will be
so proud of when it is completed. Not only will Missouri
residents be able to enjoy it (and brag about it) but it will bring
people from everywhere to enjoy it. The possibility that it
might not be completed after all is just heartbreaking. Please
do the right thing and complete the Rock Island Trail Project.
Hello, my family and I are strong supporters of our wonderful
Missouri trails. They are perfect for spending time together
being active, while seeing the beauty of our great state!

The Rock Island Trail Project is a fantastic idea.

Please proceed with the Rock Island Trail plans. I have
already used the KATY Trail Extension from Pleasant Hill to
Windsor a number of times and am really looking forward to
the opportunity to explore more of central Missouri on the
new trail once its ready!

First the land should go back to the original land owner since
it's not rock islands to give, secondly there isn't enough money
to take care of the parks that are already established

Please, DNR, this is a wonderful right-of-way through some
unique Missouri territory. Think of how luke-warm the initial
response was to the Katy Trail and how robust a tourist
attraction it is now. If you deem yourselves worthy of your
name and stated mission, you MUST take advantage of this
opportunity.

would LOVE to have this.

Would love the expanded trail!

The creation of this trail will bring additional tourists and
much needed economic development to the central Missouri
area.

I strongly support the Rock Island Trail, and believe the state
should accept the Rock Island Corridor and work with local
community and private companies to develop and market it.
This would be a great asset to Missouri. I would use it. It
would be of great benefit to the cities

that the trail would go through.

please support the rock island trail
Our community would love having this trail. We have many
runners, bikers, and walkers that would benefit from this.

Yes. I think they should.

we have used several parts of the Rock Island Trail on
vacations and think that it is a wonderful resource. Any
extension or improvement to the trail would be welcome.

I would highly recommend moving forward with an
agreement to develop the Rock Island Trail as a recreational
trail. The Katy Trail is such an asset to Missourians lives and
the Rock Island Trail would be as well.

" Each year my wife and I travel the country for a 7 to 10 day
bike ride on trails. About five years ago we did the Katy Trail.
As soon as the Rock Island Trail is complete, we were going
to come to Missouri and do a loop on the Katy and RI trails. I
know many others who plan on doing the same. During these
trips we spend thousands of dollars on lodging and food.
Missouri is sitting on something really unique and I hope they
don't mess it up."

This sums up my opinion nicely. We love the Katy trail and
would love to see the RI done right. Eco and sports tourism is
growing.

It'll be great!

Please please develop the rock island trail project. Trails in
Missouri are such a boon to our communities and economy.

I fully support this project due to the benefit it will bring to
Missouri. The state can clearly see the benefit of the Katy
Trail and should not delay funding for Rock Island.

I think the Rock Island Trail Project shoud go through. It will
generate tourist money and help all the little tiny towns along
the way. Thanks

I fully support the building of the RITP!

I am a STRONG supporter of the Rock Island Trail Project
and hope the state moves forward with accepting the Ameren
land donation. I am not a member of any organization pushing
for this proposal. It just makes sense. I saw this was a
possibility and thought how could the state not do it! All you
have to do is look at the success of the Katy Trail over the past
25 years. People come from all over to use it and generally



rave about it.  have used it personally for bike riding for most
of those 25 years. This year I have even begun working part-
time at a cafe/bike shop in Rocheport on the Katy. It is
providing work for a lot of folks and a new business for a
couple there in town. Revenue for the state. Economic
development. And the folks who come in are almost all using
the trail in some way. And some of the folks using it are
coming in from out of state to do so.

I know there is some opposition on the proposed trail by those
who say it would interfere with farming operations, etc. The
SAME thing was said about the Katy when it was proposed all
those years ago. It came to nothing. NOTHING. I imagine it
will be the same with the Rock Island Trail.

The positives far outweigh any negatives in my mind.

Not sure the issues as to whether the DNR enters an agreement
for the Rock Island Trail or not, but what I do know is that the
trail has already started to increase biking tourism in the
Windsor area. Many of the small communities along the trail
could use the boost in tourism.

Are you kidding me! Ii live in Black Mo, with the proposed
trail in view. First thing I said when I moved here twelve years
ago, it needs to be a Katy trail. I'm sixtty one and have
bicycled and cross country skied on trails around the nation
and Europe since my teens.

This would cut my time and dangers up and down highway
28.

Get it done!

If not to be used for public transportation, old rail lines should
be converted to bike trails. It is a waste to not take advantage
of all the work that has already been done to provide a right of
way. Bike paths and trails are in high demand and a draw for
tourism. I, for one, always check on biking options when I
vacation.

Don't stop the progress! Keep it moving! More bike trails are
needed in this great state!

Banking railroad corridors like this one has a proven 40 year
track record in the United States. It ensures future use of right
of ways that otherwise would be lost forever. The more miles
we bank the greater flexibility we have with urban and rural
planning in the future.

It can only help not only the communities but the tourism.
Many bikers come to our state to ride the Katy Trail. Also,
since I have introduced people to the Katy Trail, they have an
increased interest in biking. Healthy people, healthey
communtiy!

So hoping this comes to our little town. What a wonderful
opportunity for families in our community.

By supporting trail development you are investing in growing
tourism in Missouri. The towns on or near the trail will see
tourists grow every year, showing visitors how beautiful and
friendly our state is! Tourist income = Missouri tax revenues
that we desperately need. Don't be short sided on this
opportunity!

I vote YES! As a citizen of Beaufort, MO, I am in favor of this
project. It would bring more people to our little community
and would provide some additional economic opportunities for
our rural area.

This would be a great addition. Rail to trail conversions help
connect communities and people through outdoor activity.
Please move this forward.

This is our next Katy Trail, a treasured and profitable Missouri
landmark. As a life long MO resident and nature lover |
support the Rock Island Trail Project.

I think the trail will be a great boost to the economies of many
small towns. It will be an advertisement for the beauty of
Missouri.

I just think it will be good before the state of Missouri and for
tourism. So much of the Katy Trail was paid for by private
donations and the same can be done for the Rock Island Trail.
Thank you

Great idea for the trail! I would like to see it accommodate
foot paths and bicycles.

The Katy trail has an annual economic impact of $18.5 million
per year. That's approximately $78,000 per mile. Math is
simple. Rock Island would generate an additional $11.2
million per year to the connected communities. We would
have the best rails-to-trails adventure network in the Country.
Let's get this going!

Considering the success and popularity and use of the Katy
trail, I think it would be great to extent these trails. Certainly a
draw for Missouri tourism upon which many businesses and
farms rely.

I strongly support the development of the Rock Island Trail
Project as a valuable asset for Missourians and visitors to our
state. Just as the Katy Trail is widely used by walkers, runners,
and cyclists, allowing them to enjoy the natural beauty of our
state while exercising for their health, the Rock Island Trail
Project would provide an additional 144+miles of outdoor
space to expand those same opportunities to more citizens and
visitors in another area of our state. At a time when we are
deploring the increasing obesity and screen time among our
citizenry, particularly our children and young people, it would
be a terrible shame and waste for Missouri to fail to take
advantage of the donation of this corridor.

The Rock Island Trail will be great for Missouri. As trail
riding around the nation becomes more and more popular, this
trail will only enhance Missouri as a place to ride tails. It is a
great way to repurpose the railways that are no longer needed.
As a second route across the state, after the Katy Trail, this
will give bicycle enthusiast a reason to return to Missouri!

I fully support the Rock Island Trail Project.

When I moved to Missouri 20+ years ago, our apartment was
about half mile away from the Rock Island Railroad in



Raytown. My husband and I would wander along the tracks
during our evening walks. A few months later we bought our
home and it was even closer to the Rock Island Railroad.

We begin to dream about a trail on the Rail corridor since no
trains were running there. Wouldn't that be great?

As we learned more details of the complexity of converting to
a trail we figured we would never see the day. Maybe we
would move or even die before that would happen.

Then things began to change. A glimmer of hope that some
day we could have a Rock Island Trail. More changes and our
hope kept building.

Now we are so excited to see the Rock Island Trail actually
happen. The spur from Pleasant Hill to Windsor takes us to the
Katy Trail. That is exciting.

But I want to go further on the Rock Island. I want the 144
miles of trail through a beautiful part of Missouri. The towns
along the way beckon to me. I want to get on my bicycle and
£0 Visit.

Will you make my dream come true?

I support the Rock Island Trail Project. It is very disappointing
to have to defend this again after MIssourians were told it
would happen. Although I live in Vienna, I was very happy to
see the impact the trail would have on neighboring
communities like Argyle, Freeburg, Belle and Owensville.
The route from Argyle to Belle is especially interesting and
will receive national attention if allowed to proceed. Please do
not discard this opportunity to spread tourism to a new areas
of the state.

Want to support that the state will buy this and make it into a
trail. I walk the trail very often and this will help greatly.

Do it! Great use, economic boon to many small towns that can
really use it.

I believe this is an important effort and would be an important
part of my lifestyle.

Build the trail. Riding on the trail and not the roads is safer for
all.

The Rock Island trail has the potential to be a real economic
boost to small communities along the trail and the state of
Missouri as well......just as the Rock Island Railroad was in its
day. The state of Missouri should not miss the opportunity.
Bring tourist dollars to small towns that don't normally get
them. That's how you make Missouri grow.

This trail is taking land that was not being used and turning it
into a trail that can be used and enjoyed by so many. Leave it
alone and spend your time finding ways to fund things such as
health care and education.

I think it is a great idea to have the Rock Island Trail. We live
in a wonderful rural area. Many people could enjoy the area
by riding their bikes or hiking on the trail. It would be an
economic boost for our community in Belle.

Obesity is taking over Americans. Being overweight causes
people to get sick and require more health care than people

who adopt a healthy lifestyle. This would be an enjoyable
form of exercise.

I really hope that the state will decide to move forward with
this project.

Please support the Rock Island Trail.

The Rock Island Trail is important to the Eldon community
and many other similar communities in rural Missouri. My
dad is a city councilman and we have been working on the
Trail for many years. I grew up in Eldon without a lot of
businesses and industry; in fact we have lost major employers
since the recession. My family has traveled to many different
places where trails are present and the business opportunities
and quality of life are great. As a millennial, the trail culture is
really important to me when I think about the type of
community [ will eventually choose to call "Thome'.

Please accept the Rock Island Trail and work with the local
communities to develop this important resource.

I am writing to request that DNR enter into an Interim Trail
Use Agreement with Missouri Central Railroad for the
purpose of developing the Rock Island Trail Project. I live in
Columbia, MO, and am a frequent user of the MKT and
KATY trails. I am not alone! I see, and meet, so many other
people who also enjoy Missouri trails; they are one of
Missouri's greatest recreational treasures. I believe the Rock
Island Trail would be a stunning and incredibly valuable
addition to our state's recreational assets. Please do everything
you can towards making this trail a reality!

Thank you!

As a Missouri resident I feel this would be a great asset
addition to the state of Missouri just like the Katy Trail bike
path has been. I hope the state takes advantage of the
opportunity.

I agree the Rock Island Trail Project is a great addition to the
state of Missouri.

Please support the Rock Island Trail Project. Missouri's biking
trails have made our state the #1 state when it comes to bike
riding. I ride the Katy Trail a lot and every time I ride I meet
folks riding the trail that have traveled from all over the world
to ride the Katy Trail. Lately, Missouri hasn't had much to
brag about, but when it comes to bike trails, its nice being #1.

I support the Rock Island Trail for myself and my posterity.

I strongly support development of the Rock Island Trail as a
recreational resource for the state of Missouri. This will have a
definite positive economic impact and draw increased tourism
to the state.

Yes. I moved to Missouri from Virginia where there were lots
of trails for horseback riding. I have a hard time finding them
in Missouri. [ would love to do some distance riding on good
trails.

the bike trail in question is part of one of the great gems of the
state. I use the trail every day and believe that the more people



get out to these parks, which serve rural Missourians, the
better. Please develop this park!

I regularly pedal my bicycle everywhere. A new trail to do so
down would be a welcome change.

I'm unaware of the money involved, but I am positive that it
will bring money from Other areas of the state/county to the
communities along the rock island trail. Just look at what the
Katy trail has done for communities alongside it to judge the
monetary risk involved. (Assuming that is why this is even in
question)

Yes. this will be such a big boost to the state

I've just recently been diagnosed w a disease and told I can
never run (my hobby and love) again and would be biking
more which made me excited for the rock island trail! I live
between both trails and my entire family loves bike rides.
Please please please keep this project going for my health and
thousands of others!!

I think we should continue to develop trails across Missouri.
Missouri is a beautiful place and people will come if you
promote it. This railway would be left to deteriorate, let's
make it into something useful.

This is a valuable project & will help boost economic
development of many small towns along the Rock Island rail
corridor. Look how KATY trail has benefited those towns.
The rock island trail just like the katy trail will be a true asset
to the state and provide economic benefit to the towns along
the trail through tourism dollars. The katy trail draws tourists
from around the country. Rock Island will do the same.

This trail provides an opportunity for local towns to thrive.
Long trails as this, combined with the Katy attract adventure
cyclists from around the world. The need for support services
will spawn new local business and create funds for historic
preservation.

Parks are good. For small towns along the way, they generate
revenue from a new source while allowing people to really
enjoy the scenery our state has to offer. To not take advantage
of a gift that would lead to such a jewel would be a shame.
Please proceed with developing this!

A trail from Windsor to Beaufort would be wonderful. We
ride the Katy trail everyday and meet people from all over
doing the same thing, enjoying the trail. Spring to fall people
leave clinton to head across the state everyday in groups and
individually. They often have support people who travel ahead
and enjoy the shopping and community attractions ahead.
There is no question the trails need to be developed.

I fully support the Rock Island Trail Project. It would be a
resource for many future generations and I fear once gone the
opportunity for a project of this scale will be lost forever. I am
retired and have traveled to other states with the purpose of
riding their trails. I meet riders from other states in those visits
and MO is noteworthy as home to the Katy Trail. Adding 144
miles of trail is a fantastic addition to our available trails and

done correctly could bring economic development along the
trail. My wife and I just got back from lowa and what they
have done with the High Trestle Trail is really impressive. No
reason it can't be done here.

I think that this would be a great addition to the State of
Missouri park system anx would be an economic boost to the
communities affected.

Make the trail!

We have ridden and witnessed many fellow riders on this trail.
While it is not yet up to the Katy trail standards it was a great
ride. It would be a great addition to our trail systems.

While we were riding trails in Florida we spoke to many
fellow riders from many states about our great Katy trail.
More than half knew and were jealous about our trails. Many
had riden and or were planning on riding our trail. The rest
were going to research about the Katy for future trips.

All this is being said to emphasize that I have seen plenty of
evidence that these trails are a great source of tourism money.
If you need further.confirmation then you should survey the
small towns along the Katy that enjoy the revenue.

Please make this happen to help enhance our region and to
offer a more dynamic biking and hiking experience.

I would love to see the Rock Island Trail fully developed. The
benefits to our state and local economies would be would be
huge. The recreational opportunities for both local and out of
state patrons would be enormous and the health benefits that
come from use of trails and the exercise they provide is
impossible to quantify.

I believe the interest is there for Stover and others to accept
the offer of the trails. I live on the lake near Gravois Mills and
drive over an hour to the Katie Trail. Lake of the Ozarks has
numerous things to offer but I'm always looking for "non
water" activities for my guests and myself.

The Katy trail is one reason I keep coming back to Missouri.
The rock island trail will be an additional draw for me and
many friends that ride. It would be sad to let this opportunity
pass. By the way we are over 60 and have money to spend in
the eateries and shops we visit along the way. I spend an
average of $500 a week during a typical visit.

Please make Rock Island Trail a reality! I am a world traveler,
and the Katy Trail is my favorite thing in Missouri to brag
about!! Any additions to this unique piece of our state are
worth the funds and effort.

I have biked along the Katy trail many times. I see how it has
enhanced and improved the areas surrounding the Katy trail.
Great idea to use the Rock Island railroad in the same way!

I had hoped this would have already been built and in use. |
live in Freeburg, and think it would be beneficial for our area.
Please support the Rock Island trail project! It will bring much
need tourist to the small communities along the route.



I fully support the development of this trail and believe it's a
win-win for those in the small towns along the trail and for the
people of Missouri. States that invest in well-maintained and
safe parks provide a higher quality of life for their citizens.
Sharing the beauty of our state with hiking and cycling
enthusiasts nationwide is a real benefit we can't overlook.
Allowing equestrian traffic is just as important as hiking and
biking traffic. Build it ! We will use it, enjoy it and protect it!

This would be a great benefit to Stover and other small towns
I feel that this would be a good use of this old rail line. It
sounds as if it would be a good recreational use of this space,
encouraging people to be active and enjoy nature.

I'm excited that there may be more multi-use trails for
recreation in Missouri. However, please include us equestrians
as we love to ride and we actually provide state revenue for
our trailers property tax and for fees to use the trails for the
day. My husband and I are avid riders and also love to
volunteer to maintain trails with saws, clippers, and brute
strength to keep trails clear. Please consider us when decisions
are being made regarding this very worthwhile project. We
would welcome any questions and would love to help in any
way possible. Thank you and God bless this endeavor, as it
keeps His nature intact and allows us to enjoy it!

I cannot come to Kansas City and spend my money in Kansas
City to start a complete trip of the Katy Trail if there is no
connecting point between Kansas City and the Katy Trail.
Another city will get my money. Your cities financial loss.
Extending the Rock Island Trail means jobs and tourism
money for Missouri.

Just look at how many visitors come to the towns along the
Katy Trail, how much money they bring to these small towns,
and how many small businesses benefit (B&Bs, wineries,
restaurants).

Please do not prevent the towns along the Rock Island corridor
from enjoying the same type of economic benefit that the Katy
Trail towns have seen.

The RIT project is a gift from Ameren that should be
capitalized on. Small towns have a chance of survival along
the trail much like those along the Katy.

My wife and I have spend thousands of dollars in Missouri
and other states as well on travel, lodging, gas, food, etc. while
enjoying rails to trails. This is a great opportunity to further
enhance the revenue generated by the Katy Trail. We are soon
going to Arrow Rock to the theatre and will eat there and will
most likely stay in either Booneville or Blackwater. We
learned about the theatre by passing through Arrow Rock on a
return trip home from Rocheport to ride the Katy......indirect
revenue/taxes generated from the Katy. Fact is, we've returned
to many places many times that were originally trail
discoveries. The same would be true for many, many people
after discovery of the RIT.

As an aside, several years ago we stayed at the Schoolhouse
B&B in Rocheport on a Katy trip. I asked the owner about
business that the trail generated for them. Her indication was
that approx. 80% of there business was Katy trail related. That

equates to income/taxes spent in Missouri that otherwise
would not be there. It is also income/taxes and jobs that could
be generated for the state and the small communities along the
RIT.

Please help the small communities learn to thrive again by
keeping and bringing jobs to our state.

I fully support the proposed RIT project. It will be a positive
economic shot to MO, and a nice addition to the KATY Trail.
How can I assist? -- in STL

To Whom It May Concern, just wanted to let you know that I
strongly support this opportunity that the State of Missouri has
to further develop the Rock Island Trail into potentially the
next state park, The Rock Island Trail State Park!

I think this would be a great recreation resource and an
amazing addition to the Missouri State Park system. |
supported Governor Greitens and truly appreciate the
challenges of balancing the Missouri budget but I believe that
when it comes to recreation, our Missouri Park System is one
of the finest in the Nation. We need to maintain and grow our
State Parks. We need this additional recreation source to
ensure that Missouri families and vacation dollars stay here in
our State.

The opportunity for economic development is endless along
this corridor, it may even rival the Katy Trail. We recently
visited friends in Rosebud, MO and the drive along Highway
50 through Union, Beaufort, Leslie, Gerald into Rosebud, the
Rock Island Line is visible the entire way. I was thinking what
a boon this trail project would be for these communities for
their family restaurants, antique shops, general stores,
campgrounds, etc. the possibilities are endless. My friends
have recently decided to close their family business, Clancy's
Marketplace, due to economics. This trail would ensure more
visitors to this area.

I strongly encourage Governor Greitens and the DNR to
accept the Interim Trail Use Agreement with Missouri Central
Railroad and to create the next recreational trail, The Rock
Island Trail!

Thank you to the DNR and the Missouri Park System, keep up
the great work.

Thank iou for your time and consideration. #RockIslandTrail

We would love to see this trail come through our area and
provide more recreational opportunities for people in our
communities! It would be a stimulus for many small town
businesses and bring in more people.

The proposed Rock Island Trail is very exciting news in the
cycling world. We are all hoping to be able to ride the longest
continuous trail, right here in MO some day.

The small town that I call my hometown, Windsor, is seeing a
significant increase in trail traffic, due to the opening of the
Rock Island Spur. We have several new businesses ready to
serve travellers and are excited to have the opportunities to
meet and help these people enjoy what we have to offer.
Count me as a yes vote. This would be a great connector and
development for Missouri



The more resources devoted to outdoor, healthy, recreational
activities the better. I have ridden thousands of miles on the
Katy Trail and now, as a resident of Pleasant Hill, I've begun
enjoying the Rock Island. "Rails to Trails" passageways
preserve the natural beauty of our state, create jobs, and
generate tourism dollars while enhancing the lives of Missouri
residents.

Please do everything possible to complete this trail. More and
more people are using these types of trails and it will bring
economic activity to an area of Missouri that needs it.
Development of the Rock Island Corridor as the Kansas City
connection to the Katy Trail has been in the works for a long
time. Everywhere across the state hundreds of thousands of
people every year have enjoyed the Katy trail and the little
communities along its length. This is one of the most attractive
tourist jewels for active travelers and has worldwide acclaim.
The problem for most people is that this is a west to east ride
because of wind and other factors. The problem for those on
the Kansas City side and for national and foreign travelers is
that Clinton is not easily accessible. Those who want to ride
an epic tour across the state have trouble getting to the trail
head and if they travel the full distance to St Louis there is no
easy way to connect back to their starting point. The Rock
Island Corridor is a beautifully simple and well-supported
option to connect Kansas City to this great resource. Kansas
City needs more infrastructure for their citizens young and old
for outdoor activities. Adding the Rock Island Corridor
extends the reach of local interaction with nature and simple
outdoor activities and decreases resistance for bike tourism in
the state.

Given that the Tour of Missouri in its 3 years as a bike event
brought in $49M/year directly to the small communities
around the state there is a great interest in bike travel and
biking opportunities in Missouri. Connecting the Katy Trail
from state line to state line only improves the opportunity to
bring tourism to more small communities and would be great
boon for the state in general. The Katy Trail has the reputation
of being the oldest and longest rails to trails path in the nation.
The Rock Island Corridor would complete it. Please develop
the Rock Island Trail Project.

I think The Rock Island Trail is an awesome and efficient way
to use our historic assets(The Old Rock Island Line.

I believe that the State of Missouri, DNR, Governor Greitens
should accept and develop the Rock Island Corridor. In fact I
would like the Katy extended to the Kansas state line and to
find a corridor to connect the Katy and Rock Island to both
Iowa and Arkansas trails.

I have been an Eldon resident my entire life. I would love to
see the trail come through Eldon, both as a great way to
exercise and as a great economic booster for us. I own a small
business here in town and I believe that the trail would bring
in a lot of business here that we would not see otherwise. I
appreciate the Department of Natural Resources for
considering taking on the trail on an interim basis. I know I am

not alone in saying, all of Eldon would benefit from the trail.
Thanks again.

I think the Trail would be a great addition to Missouri. The
Katy Trail has already proven that the trail will be a success.
With things like the Peddlers Jamboree it will bring money
and business to the areas along the new trail. There are lots of
eager cyclists and hikers waiting to explore new territory. It
will promote health and wellness as well as support the
economy. More opportunities to get outdoors is a great way to
pull the next generation away from the screen.

That would be incredible. I would be so happy with this I
think the location is fabulous!

Please allow horseback riding on the trails. Horse people are
watchful and cautious and take care of trails . Horses have
been a part of our history far longer than bikes - share the trail
The State of Missouri would be wise to enter into this
agreement with Missouri Central Railroad. Even if the trail
were not built for a number of years, this is a once in a
generation opportunity to secure this asset for future uses. We
don't even need the state to put up funds to construct the trail,
although that would be ideal. Another option would be to have
local communities and non-profit agencies fund raise and
handle maintenance issues with the property. This model has
been done successfully in other states, notably Kansas.
Railroad corridors are notoriously difficult to gain access to,
this is being handed to Missouri on a silver platter.
Additionally, the communities that stand to benefit from this
need all the economic development help they can get. As you
probably know, the KATY Trail is a major driver of the
Missouri economy generating (according to an outdated 2012
economic impact study - the numbers are likely higher now)
18 million in direct and indirect spending in the state. Ask the
communities along the KATY if it has been a boon to them,
you will see that they could not live without it. Soon the
KATY will connect into the Kansas City Region, opening
even greater potential for economic development all along the
route.

Extend the trail! It will bring visitors and revenue to small
towns along the trail and tourism attention to parts of the state
that are often just pass though areas, if they get tourist traffic
at all. There is so much more to MO than St. Louis, Kansas
City and Branson - lets SHOW them.

Please accept the donation of the rail corridor by Ameren and
convert the corridor to the Rock Island Trail. This will be a
great project for economic development and provide many
other benefits as well including transportation and health and
wellness. This connectivity is essential to groups here in the
Kansas City area as well who are counting on being able to
connect to the Katy trail.

As an avid horseback rider, I hope that the Rock Island Trail
Project would be open to horse traffic. It's great to have a good
option for riding when other trails are too muddy. Horse back
riders and trail riding activity brings a lot of revenue to an area
because we buy diesel, drive big trucks, pay property taxes on
those big trucks and trailers.



This conversion would help connect the Kansas City region to
the Katy Trail. The tourism would have a substantial financial
benefit to all the communities long this connection.

Trails also provide an alternative for all cyclist, runners and
walkers to get out and exercise. Just looking at the percentage
of overweight and obesity for the state of Missouri is
justification to continue to provide places for people to
exercise.

I would like to see the entire stretch open to equestrian use!!!
As a Certified Parks and Recreation Executive with over 20
years of experience in the field of parks and recreation I
strongly urge DNR and Governor Greitens to accept the
Ameren Rails-To-Trails gift for the remainder of the Rock
Island Trail. The trail system in Missouri is already a top
notch system. Missouri has previously been rated as the Best
Trails State by "American Trails". This additional 100+ miles
of trails will further increase our exposure, accessibility, and
desirability for both residents of Missouri and for tourist. Let's
capture some of the tourist dollars that are spent on the
Appalachian Trail or the Pacific Crest Trail!

Dear Sirs, Having just traveled back from Colorado and about
to leave for Michigan I can tell you that both these states
attract a great deal of tourist dollars from long distance bike
and pedestrian trails that are linked to other towns both large
and small. The town of South Haven ( Michigan) is connected
to Kalamazoo and generates thousands of visits per year by
tourists the same is true for the small towns outside of both
Denver and Colorado Springs that have pedestrian and bike
trails that link the suburbs to the parks, and cultural sites. The
immense success of the KATY trail does show what a long
trail can be and what it can generate! The Rock Island
Railroad corridor WILL be even more successful because it
travels through the center city ( downtown) of many more
towns than the Katy trail. With the many center city
opportunities this trail could provide usage will be HUGE and
the economic impact for these small towns will be greater than
seen on the KATY trail. YES, YES, YES move ahead with
great speed to acquire and develop this potential trail asset!!!

I strongly support the conversion of the former Rock Island
rail line to a trail. The Rock Island Trail Project (RITP) would
bring incredible economic development to the 23 towns it
would cross (as the Katy Trail proved to bring an 18:1 return
on investment to the state's economy). I am an avid trail bike
rider, and have done research across the US and the globe on
the best trails to ride for long-distance vacations. Connecting
the Rock Island Trail to the Katy Trail will make this trail an
even greater world-class destination for Missouri. Seriously,
we are on the verge of an amazing world-class GEM of a trail,
right here! In MO! In addition, I understand that local
Mennonites in the Versailles area will possibly be allowed to
ride on the trail, increasing their safety (rather than having to
ride on a two-lane highway). Having lost a dear, close friend
to a horse-riding accident in the fall of 1995 when she was hit
from behind by a car as she rode her horse on the highway, I
feel personally and deeply that this is a very important step in
keeping people safe from extreme harm. This kind of accident
is horrific, to be sure. On another personal note, I did the

Pedaler's Jamboree (60 mile bike ride on Katy Trail from
COMO to Booneville and back) over this past Memorial Day
weekend. I was struck by the fact that over 1000 people
committed to the ride, and just how much money was being
brought to the small communities along the trail as people
enjoyed the pleasure of being together, enjoying the music and
exercise, fellowship and fun. It is an easy thing to bring more
of this development and community to our beautiful state.
This should be a No-Brainer, Non-Partisan issue. The
arguments against echo those of the Katy Trail discussion. The
agricultural community should talk to the communities that
have benefited along the Katy Trail. Accept the gift and move
forward.

This all hinges on money and the monetary support necessary
to make a very good project become reality. I'm certainly
willing to do some heavy lifting on this, in the Capitol and
statewide, but one needs to know the funds are there before
you launch a serious campaign.

Please develop this trail! It will provide many long term
benefits to the State of Missouri and is worth the costs. The
KATY has been a tremendous success and this trail would be
the same.

I completely support the tracks to trails project.
Please continue developing the Rock Island Trail for the
public' use

I support the rock island line trail project

Missouri is rich in trails already, and I love to use them. I am
not in favor of additional trials thru this section of Missouri, as
I believe Missouri needs to concentrate on funding and
maintenance of the trails we currently have. I am thoroughly
apposed to any taxpayer funding of this project. I also believe
this is a huge invasion of farmer privacy.

I feel it should be multi-use and allow for equestrians.

I support this agreement enthusiastically. It would bring
countless health, safety, and economic benefits to our State.
Please make Missouri an even greater place to live by
developing the Rock Island Trail.

Governor Greitens, I appreciate the desire to work within strict
budget constraints and to be fiscally responsible with taxpayer
money. Having said that, I hope that there is a path forward
for receiving the Rock Islamd Corridor and the eventual
conversion into a second "linear park" to complement our
world-class Katy Trail. I have completed the Katy end-to-end
only once myself, but just in the few days I traveled I met
riders from several other states enjoying our resource. To the
person, all those visitors raved about the quality of our trail
and the beauty of of State. The comment forum at the website
www.bikekatytrail.com is regularly full of visitors from states
in all corners of the United States gathering information to
plan trips of their own and leaving praise for the excellent
services and experiences they have enjoyed on recently



completed trips. Our Trail is a vacation destination for
travelers from across the nation; travelers with money to spend
to support businesses in small and large Trail towns. It would
stand to reason that a second trail of the quality we have
created would only further create interest in our beautiful
parks. Thank you for seeking advice from the people of our
State and thank You for your continued service.

Trails add value to the area around them. Trails promote free
opportunities for healthy living and in turn they build strong
families and communities. Building the trail can only improve
the land it will inhabit.

What reasoning could there be to decline this donation? The
money for the initial build out? That is present investment for
future revenues. The trail will bolster the economies of the
towns it passes through. Cyclists, hikers, and other trail users
patronize local establishments more than car drivers. People
who would have never had a reason to go to a town like
Windsor, MO, will stop there for food or other supplies while
on the trail. As well, keeping Kansas City cut off from the
Katy trail alienates a number of potential users. It honestly
surprises me that a republican led legislature would balk at
something that spurns economic development and
entrepreneurship. Invest in the present for future growth!
This would be a great addition to our trail system. We would
be regular users as a family for sure.

I want the trail and an end to the political money grab!

I think this is an excellent idea and should be done. The fact
that it would be another park draw to the state of Missouri is
an excellent benefit all around.

I am in total agreement with this plan. I can't wait to be able to
use this trail.

DNR should not enter to any agreement as state tax dollars
could be used for much more important and necessary
purposes. Further,this trail will provide for an interruption to
the family farmers who rely on their century farms to provide
for income and jobs for their family. I strongly support ending
this project before it starts. This whole project was ill
conceived and trounces on private property rights!

This is a great resource for the people of Missouri and
potential job creation and tourist dollars in the smaller towns
this travels through. I am originally from New Zealand and the
great trail rides they have placed throughout the country have
enhanced tourism options.

I see a long term vision of attracting out of state tourists to our
cycle ways through out the state.

After speaking with a business owner and supporter in
Windsor, MO. I fully support the RIT and all trails in building
an economic future around our trails.

Several years ago I was sceptical when the rails-to-trails
KATY project was proposed. I tried to imagine the costs and
benefits. Plus, the affected landowners seemed to have a
strong argument and case. Being a landowner myself, and

dealing with trespassers, I was sympathetic to possible
problems of trash and intrusion. The KATY outcome has been
nothing short of spectacular. Fears of crime and dumping are
practically nonexistent. Just the opposite has happened. The
trail users are some of the kindest, thoughtful, caring, and
abiding citizens found anywhere. I have biked the KATY with
good experiences. The only issue I've had to come to terms
with is weekend congestion near Columbia and the feeder
trails. My hope is the Rock Island trail comes to fruition. It has
potential to be a boon to Missouri's tourism industry and
towns like Versailes, Eldon, Freeburg, Belle, Bland,
Owensville, and Gerald, just to name a few, are sure to feel a
positive economic impact. I am for it 100%. Thank you!

Our church owns a tiny portion of the right of way. We tried
to give it directly to DNR but were told it must go through
legal proceedings. Too bad we have to do litigation to get this
thing going. The trail is now cleared in our area and we would
love to start working to get our section ready for use ad a trail,
plus buggy road.

I support the role of DNR in entering into an agreement with
Rock Island Trail Project wholeheartedly. The agreement will
have beneficial recreational, economic, and social benefits that
will grow in time. Failure to take advantage of this opportunity
is short-sighted and not in the best interests of the citizens of
the state of Missouri.

This would be a very positive thing for the state. It needs to be
supported.

I support the Rock Island Trail- it would bring much-needed
tourism dollars to our state and be an excellent way to
showcase the beauty of Missouri.

The Rock Island Trail is a gift to the state of Missouri. It's an
opportunity to grow the state's trail system, drive new bicycle
tourism and create new economic opportunities?

If there is opposition to this by Governor Greitens, I'd like to
know his reasoning. Is it expense for upkeep? From what I
read in this article, it seems like a good addition to the
Missouri Trails system.

This is a huge waste of money and resources. Not to mention
that where the rail bed is in many places is very secluded
which will bring in tons of crime just like the murders and
rapes and muggings like what happens on the trolley trail. This
project will disrupt many homeowners/property owners land
and privacy. DO NOT continue with this foolish project.

On behalf on the Johnson County Spirit Trails Coalition
comprised of seven municipalities, the University of Central
MO, and Whiteman AFB, we want to express our ongoing
support of the Rock Island Trail across mid-Missouri. The first
phase of the Spirit Trail between Warrensburg, Knob Noster
State Park is underway heading on to Whiteman AFB’s front
door. The coalition has expended its county-wide
comprehensive trail network plan to include three access
points along the Rock Island 47 miles trail. Those access
points are south of Kingsville, Holden and the Trail Head at
Chilhowee.



Like the Katy Trails the Rock Island 144 mile Trail offers all
Missourians (and out-of-state and country tourists) a
tremendous opportunity to enjoy the beautiful outdoor
recreational amenities we have in MO. The small communities
along the trail route stand to benefit from the economic
development opportunities such an asset offers.

While our major cities such Warrensburg lies some 12 miles
north, these access points envisioned by the Coalition are less
than 3-5 miles away. Our active plan for a county-wide trail
network expands the immediate recreational opportunities
locally as well as providing an attraction for the students,
citizenry and military members.

All the Best...as together we create economic opportunities
and enhance the quality of life of Missourians!

I support this project strongly!! We need to preserve our
remaining g natural resources for current and future
generations to enjoy!

I am 63 year old Missourian born raised. I can't wait for this
trail to open. I love to ride my bike and enjoy the outdoors. I
don't understand why there is any question on this. It is a win
win for the state and its citizens. It seem you don't care about
the little people.

Very important addition to the recreational amenities for
residents. It is much needed and would be a great plus for
people who want to walk and bike, plus a boost to the cities
that it would go through.

We need to get a move on this. Thought it was a done deal.

I enjoy hiking, and I've been looking forward to having a new
trail - which would be a counterpart of the Katy trail - just a
few miles from my house!

PLEASE complete the agreement to complete the Rock Island
Trail!

We need to do it. The trail is a great community tool for eco
development and to repurpose blighted rail routes. Do this!!!

I think it would be awesome

I think it will be a great asset to the area especially Raytown,
MO. There are no running trails that go through the entire city
of Raytown.

This trail is an important asset to be protected by the State of
Missouri. It has been proven through the construction and
development of the Katy Trail that a trail is not just as amenity
but an economic and recreational asset to our state. I have
been involved for 25 years in the building of the Ozark
Greenways trails and know from personal knowledge what
this has meant to the city of Springfield and Greene County.
The people of our community are proud of our trail system
which provides recreation and economic development in its
wake.

Trail building in states around the country has put those states
on another level in the recognition of the value of these trails.
The Rock Island trail will complete an invaluable circle of
trail building in this state and something of which we can all

be proud in terms of park development and economic stimulus
to our state.

I strongly support the Rock Island Trail Project. To change
direction at this point would be counter productive.

This would be a huge tragedy. Shame on Greitens for
following in Trumps footsteps and not protecting the
environment or our special places. Hope the state is able to
continue as planned with the trail.

If you want proof that these projects pay for themselves many
time over just look at any trail project in the country. This
must be kept on the agenda to build, do not kill it.

I live in Kansas, but will happily spend my money in Missouri
if this trail is completed. If the trail is built it will provide
connections across the state to places that I couldn't otherwise
reach by bicycle.

As a user of the existing Katy Trail | am extremely interested
in connecting the trail to the Kansas City area where I reside.
The development opportunities, increase in recreational
options and general decrease in auto usage are all Important
considerations.

However, the continuation and enhancement of the national
reputation that the state of Missouri has for exceptional trails
and state parks is the most important reason to further enhance
this perspective.

Tourism money is very important to the state's budget.

The development of the Rock Island Trail is an enormous
opportunity for the State of Missouri, and one we should not
allow to slip away.

The Katy Trail generates an 18:1 return-on-investment to the
state’s economy, with 400,000 annual users. The Rock Island
goes through the middle of towns so it will have greater daily
usage and economic impact per mile.

I believe that a trail like that would be a blessing to the
community. There is a similar trail called the Katy Trail that
comes to mind. It has been a central point of the places it
connects and even hosts events like the Peddlers Jamboree, a
bike ride from Columbia to Booneville, MO. I personally have
family living along both the Katy, and this proposed trail, and
it would be awesome to have something like this that connects
us all.

Would love to ride this trail in its entirety!

I support the Rock Island Trail. I'm a conservative and still
support this. Please follow through on this!!

The proposed Rock Island Trail will be boon for tourism in
mid-Missouri, as has its predecessor, the Katy Trail. Managing
the Katy Trail as a State Park has provided benefits, to
walkers, cyclists, and to adjoining businesses. That same very
successful model needs to be applied to the acquisition,
building, and maintenance of the Rock Island Trail. It will
generate much-needed indirect revenue from sales taxes for
the State of Missouri and will attract tourists from all over the
country..



With the success of the Katy Trail regarding tourism (read
dollars), much less benefits to towns and communities along
the route, this seems like an easy decision. Make this new trail
work.

This would be a wonderful addition to our local economies
and to our state! Small towns need this boost and we embrace
it fully!!! The sooner the better!!

I was extremely excited when I first heard of this project, and
even more thrilled when it finally started being built. I've
ridden the section from pleasant hill to Windsor. It's a
beautiful trail, and an amazing asset to the state. We have so
many avid cyclists in the Kansas City area who are hungry for
a long trail like this that starts near the metro. There are very
few scenic trails in this area. It fills a big recreational need for
a lot of folks. Not to mention the revenue it would provide for
small businesses in the towns along the trail that wouldn't
normally get all that traffic. Please take into consideration
what a great, unique thing this trail is for helping set our state
apart.

I support this trail. This is an opportunity for Missouri to
develop a resource that is not available anywhere else in the
world. It'd be tragically shortsighted if we don't take advantage
of this opportunity.

Hmmm. Cycling = health, Cycling = recreation = tourism =
$$$s = tax revenue.

Missouri has a great opportunity to enhance is positioning as a
destination for tourism or even within state vacations from
Missouri residents. People spend money = tax revenue for
state. Seems like the Rock Island Trail Project would be a
good investment for the state.

Nuf said.

It is my hope that the DNR does enter into an Interim Trail
Use Agreement to develop the Rock Island Trail Project.
Within this agreement it should be promoting multi-use of
hikers, bicyclists, and equestrians. Missouri is know as the
"Trail State" and is a destination for trail users not only within
Missouri but out of state riders and hikers. All user groups;
hikers, equestrians, and bicyclists, can contribute to the
economy of the communities that are near the trail. Recreation
is needed for all users.

[ am in favor of the Rock Island Trial. As a business owner
along the Katy trail, I see the economic impact bike trails have
to an area. We've already seen an increase in shuttles and
rentals because of the existing and proposed extension.

As a Missouri citizen I am excited for the possibility of having
a cross State Bike path. My family and I ,along with many of
my friends, would welcome the opportunity to spend vacation
time riding the trails and visiting the towns along the route. I
live in St. Louis and feel the more places their arms to bike the
more places people will bike to. That's what we do. Ride bikes
and spend money.

As aresident of Boonville, which is along the KATY Trail, I
can testify that rails-to-trails is a good thing. It's good for the

health of a town and its citizens. It brings business to a town
and provides a place for residents to enjoy the great outdoors.
What a good idea to accept this trail.

I think this is a wonderful idea! Though I am from Kansas,I
have used, and spent money along the Katy, and would
certainly use and spend money along Rock Island.

I think this is a complete waste of taxpayers money. If
completed it will be an additional place for criminals to sneak
into backyards that this runs thru. I am sick of our government
spending money on bicycle trails and yet there is no place to
legally ride an off road vehicle within an hour and a half of
Kansas City. Additionally there needs to be a drag strip within
the greater Kansas City area. Ever since KCIR was closed
there have been many who have started racing on public
streets. The drag strips were originally built to curb street
racing and they did a great service to the community.
Unfortunately crooked politicians in Kansas City have been
able to line their pockets by closing the track.

As someone who travels to Missouri at least once per year to
ride the Katy Trail, I urge you to proceed with development
along the new proposed trail. I personally spend around $100
per day on my visit (food, lodging, etc.). Further development
may spur me to stay longer this stimulating the Missouri
economy.

I'm hoping that Missouri will decide to continue as intended
with the Rock Island Trail. I think that our representatives
need to look no further than northwest Arkansas to see how
much bicycle tourism enriches the citizens of the state, that is
if they can't see it along the Katy trail.

I support the trail's development in good time. Not an
opportunity the State should pass up.

If it is half as successful as the Katy Trail And the Warsaw
trails, it will have a huge impact on local economies!

Please allow DNR to take this trail over! This would be a great
opportunity for families to enjoy the outdoors and also provide
new opportunities to small towns along the trail.

It would be such a shame not to finish this trail. So many
people for all over the United States travel now to ride the
Katy Trail. The Rock Island Trail would share the same
popularity. This is the best state parks Missouri can offer to
people of all ages, young and old. The more miles the trails
cover, the more chances of getting people out to go for a walk
or a bicycle ride. We as a state want everyone to be healthy, so
offer them the chance to get out on the trail. This is one place
people can go and get some exercise without spending a
fortune. My husband and I (both in our 60's) ride our bicycles
on the trails as much as we can. We often drive to different
trail heads to ride different area. Again I think it would be a
shame to not finish the Rock Island Trail. It will help the small
towns along the way repeat the rewards, with more revenue.
We don't have to look very far but it is evident the KATY
Trail has been very successful with few major problems and I



see no reason why the Rock Island Trail Project would not be
as successful.

It would be a huge boost to Missouri tourism! This should be a
DNR priority!

The Rock Island Trail is a tremendous project for Missouri
and countless towns and counties along its path. Augmenting
the Katy, it also brings to bear some of Missouri's premier
recreational attractions around Lake of the Ozarks into play - a
combination that few if any states can boast as assets.

The opportunity is indeed a once-in-a-lifetime proposition as
well. It's that opportunity that Missouri will look back on if
not acted on, saying "if only---". Sometimes foresight and
vision requires fortitude and this project deserves it. On behalf
of the many communities that are struggling to survive in mid-
Missouri, we owe this investment. And as a resident of NW
Missouri myself, I am truly unbiased when I encourage my
fellow citizens to stand up and do the right thing. I will be a
user, likely jumping off at what will be a booming trailhead
near Versailles, heading down to the Lake. I'm excited and
hope others can step outsides themselves and realize the
opportunity before us.

Please continue the desire of We the people to see this new
trail system come to life. The Katy Trail continues to see
growth in towns along the trail. The ROCK island cooridoor
would be an even greater draw of tourists around the world.
$$$ would you rather keep handing out welfare in these small
towns or tax receipts?

We need more bikable and walking trails in our state.
Anything like the Katy Trail is of extreme importance

Big asset to our beautiful state of Missouri! Financial
opportunities will abound as well as opportunities for
communities & families to connect with one another in the
great outdoors.

I am in full support of this 144.3 mile long Trail & The Great
State of Missouri needs more of them throughout Missouri !!!
Saves the History & is Healthy for the citizens of this Great
State & would be welcoming to visitors !!!

This trail would bring SO MUCH travel through the heart of
these small towns. Bikers (like myself) often stop at
convenient stores, restaurants, etc.. while on rides to re-
energize. I love these small towns, as I work in Gerald, and |
would love nothing more than to have a BEAUTIFUL scenic
route to bike and jog on. By investing in ways for people to
exercise and enjoy the beauty of the outdoors, we are investing
in our great state and people.

Let's get it finished

Development of the Rock Island Trail would be a great
economic project for the state of Missouri to complete. There
would be an initial investment from the state, but considering
the tourism and economic development it would bring in, the
investment would be worth it. Ameren has already donated the
right-of-way, so it would be wasteful not to take advantage of
this generous gift. Having another long trail in the state would

also be a way to promote healthier lifestyles in more Missouri
communities. The old arguments that were unsuccessfully
used against the development of the Katy Trail are being used
again against the Rock Island Trail, and they are just as
without merit today. Let's get this done!

To miss the opportunity to preserve this corridor would be
tragic for the communities along the line. Cycling will only
become more popular over time, and these small communities
need the economic boost. These are hardworking, conservative
communities. They aren't asking for a handout, just to not be
left behind. It would be incredibly short-sighted to miss the
opportunity to reconnect the Rock Island line in way that will
help these communities and beautify the state.

Develop this trail system. As a KC lawyer, I'll be I spend over
a $1000 each year in hotels and restaurants on the Katy trail.
I'd do the same thing for Rock Island. I thought this was a
done deal? Stopping cutting taxes and try doing something
worthwhile for a change like this project!!!!

Please do not backout on this trail! This trail will provide
health and economic benefits to all, especially those
communities along the trail. Further, the great number of
tourists that would come from all over to ride this trail (spend
money on food, recreation, lodging, etc) would benefit the
state. Not moving forward on this trail would be a great
diservice to the people of Missouri!

It's a GREAT idea, long overdue. I visit other states
frequently, and most have FAR more extensive and better
walking/biking facilities than Missouri. It's long-past time for
us to start to catch up. SUPPORT the creation of the Rock
Island Trail!

My family is a regular user of the Katy Trail, and support local
businesses along it. The Katy Trail has been getting more
popular, with both in-state and out-of-state riders. The Rock
Island Trail would be a nice addition to the state's trail system.
The two together would make Missouri a GREAT place for
trail riders from around the USA to visit and support local
communities.

I strongly support the Rock Island Trail project. I believe it
will bring more tourism and visitors to the region and be an
asset for the state of Missouri.

Thank you.

YES!!! I want this trail to move forward. It will be great for
the State of Missouri!

It would be a mistake for the DNR to not take advantage of
this opportunity. Please continue with the planned
development of the Rock Island Trail Project.

I am a 65 year old woman who has biked on the Katy Trail for
12 years. I strongly support the Rock Island Trail. Many
people from around Missouri, the US and the world bike on
the Katy Trail. The Rock Island Trail will make our state one
of the most exciting places to bike on a Rail to Trail Bike
Trail. The longer the trail the more people it will attract. It
doesn't just benefit the small towns along the trails. People



coming to Missouri to bike on the Katy Trail and Rock Island
Trail buy gas, eat in our restaurants, and stay in motels and B
& Bs. This helps Missouri, not just the towns along our bike
trails. I spoke to a couple last weekend that biked from one
end of the Katy Trail to the other, and then got on the Rock
Island Trail. They told me about the businesses popping up
along the Rock Island Trail, and how the entrepreneurism is so
impressive, people in small rural communities opening new
businesses to provide services to people biking on the Rock
Island Trail, and to support themselves, their families and
communities. Please do not undo the progress that has been
made. The people in these small towns and other communities
in Missouri deserve the opportunities that the Rock Island
Trail brings to them. They will also enjoy the health benefits
of living near a safe bike trail in rural Missouri where they and
their families can safely bicycle.

Do it! For the health and wellbeing of Missourians. We need
investment in this type of infrastructure. Also tourism,
particularly keeping Missouri tourist dollars in the state.

We want the trail. I live just 2 blocks from what will be one of
the entrances to the trail. Everyone in our neighborhood is
excited about the trail coming through here. I've even been
pricing bikes in preparation!

We need this

Hello,

I'd like to express my support for the expansion of the Rock
Island Trail Project. I believe it would be a welcome addition
to the state's park system and appreciated by Missouri's
residents, visitors, and by the multiple businesses and
municipalities along its route.

During my childhood growing up in the former Missouri
railroad town of Enon, my father told me stories of how much
my hometown had changed since the Bagnall branch of the
Missouri Pacific line, which ran through Enon, had ceased to
operate. How what was once a thriving village in central
Missouri was now reduced to the point where only the Baptist
church and a handful of homes survived. When travelling
through the nearby city of Eldon, we would pass over the
former crossings of the Rock Island line (at that time inactive
but still intact) and wonder if the rails would ever see use
again or if line would become overgrown with vegetation and
lost to history like the former road through Enon.

I'm now an adult with children of my own. We have been
living in the Boonville area for the past 12 years and often
take advantage of living close to the MKT trail which has
proved such a successful park project for the state. I cannot
help but wonder how such a unique a and scenic feature the
proposed Rock Island expansion would become, that its plans
for conversion of a rail to trail attraction faces the possibility
of being shelved. This is a unique and rare opportunity for the
DNR and the state to expand its service to the citizens of
Missouri and the thousands of visitors its sure to attract.

I support this project and the benefits it will provide to the
residents, towns and business it will serve.

We live on the Katy Trail. It is blessing. We ride or walk it
every day and enjoy seeing families and people of all ages
hiking and biking the trail. The trail has brought people from

all over the world to our state which is good for our state's
economy. Though there are people on the trail, they are not
loud, destructive or even very noticeable. They are enjoying
the outdoors and the natural beauty of Missouri. Of course we
should have more trails like the Katy. Exercise, fresh air,
beauty. These are all good and essential things. Please
continue moving forward with the Rock Island Trail.

The opportunity to add the Rock Island Trail project to the
inventory of Missouri trails is one that can't be allowed to be
ignored. Historically trails are the #1 recreational amenity
demanded by Missouri citizens. The connection of this trail to
the Katy Trail would make it one of the best trail systems in
the country. The economic benefits to the state as a whole, as
well as the local communities through which it runs can't be
overstated. The ability of such a trail to positively affect the
health and fitness of Missourians is also an important aspect of
making sure this trail gets developed.

Acquisition and development of the Rock Island Trail Project
should be the state's top priority. Nothing will have a greater
impact on our quality of life, at the state level, than the
creation of this linear greenway as a transportation, recreation,
and economic development asset. Surveys consistently rank
trails as a high priority for Missourians; over 70% of the
population says they use them regularly. The Interim Trail Use
agreement should be approved by the Governor as his top
priority to keep the promises made to Missouri voters.

All T can say is that the sooner you complete this project, the
sooner I can come ride this trail on my bike and drop hundreds
of dollars in little towns along the way. I've ridden the Katy
trail about six times, and I've spend about $1,000 in Missouri
small towns on each trip. This type of attraction helps make
Missouri a vacation destination, not a flyover state!

I believe this project is important for Missouri and should go
forward.

I am excited to someday see all of this come true! I believe it
will help Kansas City and the outlying areas. The sooner the
better.

I live in St Louis City and think turning the Rock Island into a
trail like the Katy Trail is an excellent idea!

I moved to Missouri in 2012 from out of state and the natural
parks have been wonderful! I'm a frequent hiker and love
Missouri's outdoors!

The Katy Trail has paid economic dividends for the towns
along its length, and I expect the Rock Island would as well.
Looking at the tourism success and positive economic impact
of the Katy Trail in Missouri, particularly for the smaller
relatively isolated communities along the proposed new trail,
contrary to the originally naysayers for the Katy. It seems a no
brainer to continue forward with the Rock Island trail. It
should be continued to completion of the proposal.

I think it's a wonderful idea. I think the Katy Trail has shown
that trail users have no or little interest in leaving the trail to
trespass on private property.



Rails to trail programs are so important. They provide bike
and runner safety. They provide an economic boost to the
towns along the trail. I canguarantee youthat no one would
visit Defiance MO, let alone the more remote towns, without
the Katy trail. They provide a natural corridor for wildlife. The
returns and Benfield are massive!

Please make this Trail ! We need more biking and hiking trails
in Missouri. We often go to Illinois for trails. We just got back
from Iowa for biking. Just do it here!

Opportunities like this don't come along every day. DNR
simply cannot let it pass by. Other states seize upon old rail
lines as quickly as possible and turn them into recreational
corridors so they can reap the benefits that much quicker.
There is literally no downside to rail trails. They decrease
crime and increase property values 100% of the time no
exceptions.That's a fact, not an opinion. Not to mention they
are a tourism and economic boost to the state and the local
communities along the trail. People come from all over the
world to ride the Katy, so it seems foolish to squander the
opportunity to add another great resource in our very own
backyard. Get the rock island trail moving then start working
on the old lead line from Cuba to viburnum...another
unbelievable resource currently sitting idle as it has been for
15+ years. GET IT DONE. Please and thank you.

Washington just took over Missouri's spot as owner of the
longest rail-trail. Completing the RI Trail Project will put MO
back on top. As an out-of-stater who rides your beautiful Katy
Trail, I can attest to the positive tourism & revenue impact of
the trail. Keep the momentum going!

I am in favor of it. Please pursue.

Please figure out a way to make this work, whether through
private investment or a tax of some sort. These opportunities
are rare. We need to take advantage of this...

I am for the Rock Island trail. Anything that gets people out in
nature without a motor is a good thing.

Acquisition and development would be a positive for
Missouri; not only from a tourism perspective as it connects to
the nationally recognized KATY Trail (and connects the KC
and St. Louis metro-areas); but from a local consideration.
There is ample evidence that local property values and
business considerations receive a positive boost when there is
a well developed trail system nearby. It certainly helped the
struggling communities along the KATY Trail in the St.
Charles County area. And, that is only a minor example of
positive economics resulting from trails - significant examples
can be found many other states whether they be in the midwest
(ie Minnesota, Jowa, Wisconsin & Illinois, etc), the West (ie
Oregon, Washington, California, etc), the Southeast (ie North
Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia, Florida etc) or elsewhere.
Additionally, it has economic healthcare benefits and
recreation value - in St. Charles City we found that when a
trail was added to a park - it without question became the
facility most used by the public (no matter what time of day,
sans bad weather, someone was taking advantage of the trail).

I would like to see the DNR develop the Rock Island bike
trail. I have enjoyed the Katy Trail for over two decades both
for local rides but also as one who has rode the entire trail.

As the Katy trail has been a great park, so would the Rock
Island.

Thank you.

Bike trails are such a plus to any community they go through.
It provides recreation, peaceful nature walks, a place for a
quiet walk, possibly a non motorized commute. People come
to the trails from all directions and often frequent local
businesses. Rail trails utilize previously unusable property . A
rail trail is a win/win proposition.

I strongly support the Rock island Trail project and hope that
DNR will move forward. I will be one of the first to use it.

I very much believe this trail project is great for Missouri. It
will bring quality of life to the communities along with higher
property values. It will also bring up Missouri's tourism
dollars for the long term.

We totally support this transfer to State of Missouri. As a
resident of Missouri.

The state of Missouri is loosing people to states like Colorado
and NC. Recreation is good for the state, the economy and
attracts people to want to relocate here. This is a job creating
initiative.

Please consider developing the Rock Island Trail for a
bicycle/walking trail. This will help make Missouri a
destination for cyclists as Katy Trail does.

I'm a very strong proponent of the Rock Island Trail and any
further expansion of the trail systems... especially long trails
suitable for days long hiking or biking adventures. I'd be
strongly in favor of using some of the funds from the
Conservation Commission tax to affect these acquisitions,
development, and improvements.

I worked in municipal parks & recreation as a director for
almost 40 years. Our community & greater Kansas City area
have been working hard for more than 20 years trying to
acquire land, design and build a trail system connecting
residents with other facilities such as shopping, entertainment,
recreational facilities, and other neighborhoods. Research has
reflected residents living along or having access to trail
systems, that 7 of 10 use the trails, where only 1 of 10 use a
golf course and 3 out 10 use a pool that they live on or near
by. The mental & physical benefits are obvious in the
research. Property values increase, and local/residential
security/safety increase due to more eyes on the neighborhood
due to the trails.

As aresident of our state I feel it is a huge mistake to turn
back the clock on the hard work many individuals have put in
to development of the agreement to use the Rock Island right-
of-way for a public trail connection in our State. This only
adds to a system of great and well used trails that our fine
State has been able to develop over many years and many
projects, one of the largest and most respected State wide trail
systems in our country. I encourage DNR to continue to work



toward a use agreement for the Rock Island Trail Project and
to continue to work toward other connections and expansion
of our State trail system. I encourage our governor to support
this project and the direction of our DNR in relation to trail
and park development in our State.

Just amazed that Missouri would not proceed with this trail
and its economic benefits to all.

I am from Virginia here in Columbia and hiking and biking
the Katy Trail. What a joy!

Meanwhile I am spending tons of bucks in your state.

Suggest that Missouri jump on this no-brainer and proceed
with the trail.

Your economy will be glad you did!

I believe anytime the government can convert unused rails to a
walking path is a great idea. Many obstacles will have to be
overcome but the ending trail system will be well worth the
effort.

The rock island trail is an essential addition to the park system
in Missouri. Rural Missouri, in general, is not friendly to
bicyclists and runners. The Rock Island Trail would be a great
avenue for those who don't want to risk their lives trying to get
a little exercise. I know tourism would increase as a result of
the trail, as well as economic development as businesses
would increase in order to serve the visitors who would use
the trail. I believe the rock island trail is a win for everyone.

I support the Rock Island Trail project and DNR entering into
an Interim Trail Use Agreement .

Please continue with the aquisition and development of the
Rock Island trial. It will be a great asset to or state and to the
Kansas Area.

I support this trail agreement. It is create for individuals who
enjoy the trails, get exercise, stay healthy, and support the
small towns and local economies along the way!

I think the Rock Island trail should be developed!
I think the State needs to approach Scenic railroads like the
one In Branson MO that have several such lines in operation
and try to negotiate a deal with them for tourist/scenic route
maybe with COOP Freight use to help lower overhead costs
and Maintenance of said line, while boosting economic and
employment in the central region all across the state. this
would be by far a better use of this Historic/Scenic area of our
Great State and attract riders from all over not just the USA
but other countries as well as well as adding to Missouris
renowned Tourist/Travel destination choice with prime mid-
Continent location for convenient travel combined with
multiple tourisum destinations along the route as well,
affording many other businesses to offer travel packages to
wouldbe visiters of our State as well as locals who can keep
their vacation dollars in their home state like I would myself.
St Peters, MO
This sounds like a wonderful idea. Consider the popularity of
the KATY trail. How can we lose by investing in another such

venture. In addition, why in the world would anyone turn Dow
such a gift.

Please add the new trail to Missouri trails.

I'm writing to support development of the Rock Island Trail
Project. I've witnessed the success of the Katy Trail and
believe that this new trail will be a net gain for the areas where
it will cross, and for the state in general.

I live in St. Peters, and I hike many sections of the Katy Trail,
from Frontier Park in St. Charles to Dutzow. On the trail |
meet people from all over the state and also from elsewhere.
From what they tell me, the Katy is a bucket list item for
cycling enthusiasts.

In St. Charles County we have seen the success of restaurants,
wineries and hiking/biking related businesses either along the
trail or nearby.

When I hike sections of the trail that abut private property, I
have seen no instances or evidence of trespassing or property
damage. The trail is clean and remarkably free of litter or
trash. Katy trail users respect the trail and the natural beauty of
Missouri. I would expect the same from users of the Rock
Island Trail.

Since AMREN has already agreed to donate the land why not
go ahead with this and finish the creation of a STL to KC bike
trail. Maybe one day they will use this for the MS150 instead
of riding on public highways creating a very dangerous
situation for drivers and cyclists.

This would be a boon to Missouri. We need to promote non-
motorized transportation, health and tourism.

I only support this expansion if it can be funded by the
Conservation Department's tax or if additional taxes are levied
on the beneficiaries of the trail--businesses and towns serving
the trail. Missouri has to balance its budget annually, and I do
not support additional costs without knowing where the
revenues are coming from.

That said, I believe these trails are beneficial to the economies
of these small towns, attracting people like cyclists, through
hikers, and others seeking recreation.

If it can be done cost neutrally, it should be. My preference
would be to see a nonprofit organization take it over for
development and management. Not government.

Yes to the next 144 miles of the Rock Island Trail. So excited
for this new trail.

Missouri is SO LUCKY to have the Katy Trail! Tourists and
families and cyclists come from all over the world to
experience this trail. And to think it could run across your
entire state, connecting Missouri's two biggest cities! I'm from
Texas and we have nothing like the Katy. I've ridden your trail
3 times and spent lots of money at bed and breakfasts,
restaurants, stores, campgrounds. Every cyclist who rides the
Katy does the same. It is an incredible asset to Missouri and it
should be cherished.

I strongly support the Rock Island Trail. The longer the trail is,
the more people it will attract, from all over the world. It
benefits more that just the small towns along the trails, it
makes the whole state look fantastic because it promotes good



health and low impact, environmentally responsible tourism.
Not completing the Rock Island will undo progress that has
been made and wreck plans and building that is already taking
place along it.

Please allocate Missouri resources for this project. It will be
great for Missouri economy and support small businesses
throughout the state (like mine). It is also great PR. For all the
negative race and diversity press Missouri gets... this would
project would show people what Missouri is really about...
great hardworking friendly people preserving and enjoying
God's creation.

This trail development is great for Missouri residents and
national/international travelers. As a user of the Katy Trail,
EVERY time I ride, I meet folks from other states or
countries. People travel from all over the world to use our
awesome trail facilities. It has been exciting to watch the
development follow the Katy Trail and it would be awesome
to also start watching the development along the Rock Island
Trail.

Bike trails are great for Missouri and great for America.

As a former resident of Missouri and recently retired project
manager of St Louis County Parks trails have been a
significant part of my life and career. Trails are the single
largest demand in recreation, covering all age groups and
demographics. I am an avid user of every type of trail. This
includes the KATY, having ridden the full length and repeated
use of stretches in St Charles. It has been a lifeline for
communities all along its course. It's nationally known and a
destination for many. I suggest you take a look at its track
record. An extension would make it "THE" rails to trails
conversion destination.

I am very much for the trail. It will help provide additional
outdoor recreational activities and opportunities for new
business and jobs supporting people on the trail.

This is a great use of the property and should be completed
ASAP.

We as Missourians don't need another trail. If money is going
to be spent, whether it's tax dollars or Federal grant money, it
should be used on the existing Katy Trail.

Ameren should be required to disassemble to current track and
return land to landowners, increasing roperty value in some
locations and farming ground in others.a

Hello, I know that the trail will cost the state money, but I'm
confident it will make that back in the revenue and business
that will pop up along the trail. My family has purchased a
house along the trail we would like to turn into a bed and
breakfast but we are waiting on the state. I understand not
wanting to streatch the state's budget which I respect but do
feel that this would be a worth while project that would
directly effect communities.

This would be spectacular. I was already considering biking
the entirety of the Katy Trail sometime, but now I could add
this to the list of biking throughout Missouri! And it looks like
it will go through even more of the beautiful landscape of

Missouri! I'm sorry I don't really know enough about the area
of that bike path to give many suggestions.

I could only suggest possibly making a way for it to spur up
towards the Katy Trail on the eastern side so those trying to
use it to go essentially from KC to STL or vice versa could. It
would probably greatly increase the usage just doing that on
its own.

I hope the DNR continues with the Trail Use Agreement and
develops the Rock Island Trail. This new trail, combined with
the existing KATY Trail would form an epic trail network. I'm
a resident of Kansas and I've traveled to Missouri many times
to ride the KATY Trail. I've ridden the KATY end-to-end
twice and have also done several shorter rides of a few days.
Each time we visit, we spend a lot of tourist dollars in your
state for lodging, food, gifts, etc. The addition of the Rock
Island Trail would create a giant loop that one could start from
any point and ride back to their starting point. Rail trails tend
to be linear, not a loop. This makes it difficult for bikers to
transport back to their vehicle if they ride the entire trail. If
you complete this project, the loop ride would be a big draw to
cyclists. It would draw cyclists from all across the country.
Your state already has one of the most outstanding rail trails in
the country. You have the opportunity to make it THE best,
hands down! Don't underestimate how much money cyclists
spend in your state.

Absolutely continue the Rock Island Trail Project. I thought it
was basically a done deal already. It would be a wonderful
addition to Missouri, especially with the connection to the
Katy Trail. As with the Katy Trail, the Rock Island Trail
would provide a great recreational opportunity for Missouri
residents and a source of revenue for local businesses that
currently exist and those that will open in the future.

The longer trail system, the Katy and Rock Island
combination, would undoubtedly increase tourism and
naturally tourism dollars. Many people come from all over the
country (and even the world) to ride the Katy and that number
would surely increase with the additional trail. Those visitors
spend a lot of money in restaurants, hotels, and B&B's.

I find it exceedingly disappointing that the new
governor/administration would possibly derail the project at
this late date.

I am very much in favor of the proposed Rock Island Trail
Project in hopes that in the future, families and tourists can
enjoy the same experience | am so fortunate to have with the
Katy Trail.

I live in Sedalia and I believe the Katy Trail is a treasure for
Sedalia and Missouri and the nation. What makes it such a
treasure is the unique experience of appreciating the natural
beauty and rural areas of our state and the Midwest in a
peaceful, safe setting away from motor vehicles. My kids, my
wife and I enjoy walking and

biking regularly on many different sections of the trail in our
area of the state. We enjoy the peace and quiet, listening to the
birds, watching the wildlife, viewing the trees, crossing the
streams, and observing the farm life. I even take my 88 year
old mother on the trail in her wheelchair and she absolutely
loves it. I wish it had been here when I was growing up in the
1970s.



The tranquil experience and the reputation of the rails to trails
in our state makes the Katy Trail the jewel in the crown of our
state parks system. There is a reason it is so loved. I have
stated some of those reasons.

If the Rock Island Trail were added to the DNR's trail system,
it would show off Missouri's varied natural beauty by taking
visitors on a tour of the gorgeous Ozark Foothills of Central
Missouri and crossing some of Missouri's most beautiful
wooded farmland and small rivers. Britain and Europe have
their "footpaths" that crisscross their beautiful bucolic
countrysides which attract curious and casual travelers from
across the globe. Missouri's rails to trails system could be
something similar, providing tourists (and locals, like me) an
up close and peaceful experience of the rural Midwestern life
and countryside. It would be awesome, just as the Katy Trail is
awesome!

I strongly support the Rock Island Trail Project. I live in the
Beaufort area and the building of the trail will bring
businesses/people/improvements to an economically deprived
community.

. I strongly support the Rock Island Trail. Many people from
around Missouri, the US and the world bike on the Katy Trail.
The Rock Island Trail will make our state one of the most
exciting places to bike on a Rail to Trail Bike Trail. The
longer the trail the more people it will attract. It doesn't just
benefit the small towns along the trails. People coming to
Missouri to bike on the Katy Trail and Rock Island Trail buy
gas, eat in our restaurants, and stay in motels and B & Bs. This
helps Missouri, not just the towns along our bike trails. I spoke
to a couple last weekend that biked from one end of the Katy
Trail to the other, and then got on the Rock Island Trail. They
told me about the businesses popping up along the Rock
Island Trail, and how the entrepreneurism is so impressive,
people in small rural communities opening new businesses to
provide services to people biking on the Rock Island Trail, and
to support themselves, their families and communities. Please
do not undo the progress that has been made. The people in
these small towns and other communities in Missouri deserve
the opportunities that the Rock Island Trail brings to them.
They will also enjoy the health benefits of living near a safe
bike trail in rural Missouri where they and their families can
safely bicycle.

The trails have a proven positive fiscal impact everywhere
they go, plus encouraging family friendly exercise makes
economic sense on so many levels!

Yes please, more trails in the area!

I shure hope this happens.It would be a great addition to the
rails to trails in Missouri. [ have been on part of the katy trail
and I enjoyed it very much. I would love to see it when it is
done. Don't let the governer in the way.

This project means a lot to my small town of Eldon. We have
been so excited. Not only would we have easy access to use
the trail, we could use the extra revenue and jobs it could bring
to our community. If the DNR can help make this happen we
will be greatful.

This is a wonderful opportunity and gift that the state would
be unwise to turn down. The KATY trail is a success that has
put Missouri on the map as one of the best bicycling states.
The iconic Rock Island line would add to that prominence.

A trail like this is for biking and hiking for individuals,
families, the able bodied and disabled. The trail would help
citizens from across the state explore and appreciate rural
Missouri. It would offer rural communities another way to
diversify local economies.

Missouri's rural landscape is ideal for trails like KATY and the
Rock Island line. It offers diversity and destinations while
being easy enough to travel so that it is open to all levels of
users.

Missouri has an enviable state park system which is enjoyed
and supported by its citizens. The Rock Island trail would add
another valued part to our park heritage.

These comments are submitted on behalf of the Sierra Club,
Missouri chapter. We have 9,500 members in the state of
Missouri who are dedicated to exploring, enjoying and
protecting our natural heritage.

We fully support DNR entering into an Interim Trail Use
Agreement and the Rock Island Trail Project. Thank you for

the opportunity to comment.

submited by
Missouri Sierra Club

We hope you will fully support this endeavor. Working in
Overland Park for many years, now retired, living in rural
country southeast K.C. I've had the wonderful opportunity of
enjoying the Katie Trail on numerous occasions and just
recently the newly completed Rock Island Trail from Pleasant
Hill to Windsor, biking with a group of ladies to Calhoun via
the Katie Trail, spending the night at Cruses Caboose and
biking back the same route the next day. It's a breath of fresh
air, getting out in the beautiful country God created for us,
biking through rural areas, small communities, farms and
larger communities. Meeting friendly and wonderful people
and supporting small businesses along the way stopping in for
delightful home cooked meals, fresh rural water or just taking
a break in one of the awesome parks. Biking is truly a stress
reliever and a get away for family, friends or just one's self. It
brings a kind of togetherness that cannot be gained or felt by
attending a movie, playing golf or meeting friends for dinner
and drinks at a nice restaurant. For those of us who have
enjoyed minutes, hours, days, weeks or years biking, the
feeling one experiences is unexplainable. All of us now older
remember back when in our younger years having a bike and
all the wonderful times we had. Young and old alike it's times
we will never forget. Supporting the continued completion of
the Rock Island Trail will bring enjoyment to so many
whether they be bikers, joggers, walkers, or horseback riders.
It will bring increased revenue to the many towns, small and
larger communities as well. Statistics show there are more
people today more concerned with staying healthy than ever
before. What better way to help than to provide a longer
biking, walking, riding and jogging route. Healthier America
means less claims and less drain on the Health Insurance
Companies and System. We hope you will give this important
decision a great consideration. It's definitely a plus for
Missouri . If you think not, research other states that have
provided such a route. You will be amazed the benefits.



Thank you so much for providing this avenue for us to speak
out in support of the full completion of the Rock Island Trail.
Rail to trail program has been exceptional for both the cities
bordering the trails add well as the population of Americans
who make use of this great system. We should take full use to
continue to expand these trails through a gorgeous but often
forgotten about section of Missouri.

Going forward with this project should be a no-brainer as far
as boosting economies of the small communities this trail
would go through. Bound to increase tourism dollars coming
into the state.

I would love to have a longer trail to bike. Please continue the
plan to create the trail!

As a cyclist who has ridden the entire Katy trail I support the
development of the Rock Island Trail Project. I live in Sedalia
and almost daily in the warmer months encounter people who
are riding

through and stopping to spend the night or just to take a break
and buy a meal. The trail brings tourists and dollars to our
state and our communities.

I am in favor of developing the Rock Island Railroad Trail
from Windsor, MO, to Beaufort, MO. I feel it could bring
economic development to the smaller towns along the trail. It
would be quite an asset to the State of Missouri to have this
loop completed. It could bring a lot of interest from people
who use trails such as this.

I do encourage Gov. Greitens to support this plan.

I wholeheartedly support the project. I live 1/2 mile from the
Katy Trail and use it almost daily. I have met people from
other countries and other states along the trail. It provides an
opportunity for economic development through tourism. The
people who use the trail are quiet and conscientious.

I believe that rails to trails parks provide a great way to bring
tourism to our state. I have personally visited other states for
the sole purpose of cycling on such trails. Additionally these
provide healthy family recreation opportunities and are a great
way to enjoy the experience of our state.

As a new resident of Missouri one of the draws for me to
move here was the Katy Trail and the planned Rock Island
Trail.

Have traveled from Linn Creek to Clinton to ride the Katy and
the Rock Island Spur.

So excited and can hardly wait to see the Trail completed
where it passes through Eldon. 70 miles closer. Looking
forward to enjoying the restaurants and other service providers
that will benefit from users like myself

The first step is to accept the rail corridor and bank it for
future use and development as a rail-trail.

The Rock Island trail would be an economic tourist boom for
Missouri. My experience supporting tourism on the Katy Trail
has brought me in touch with out of state an international
cyclists that are drawn to our state to take advantage of the
commerce and beauty of the state. They support the small

businesses from shuttles to the hospitality sector in addition to
other economic growth sectors associated with tourism. The
Katy Trail is a successful tourism draw and the RI trail would
compliment the trail. The cycling community seeks these trails
and visit those states that develop the trails thus driving
economic recovery of the communities along the trail. Other
venues will also be enriched by the influx of tourist revenues.
The state would realize tax revenues that would benefit all in
the state. It would be a miscalculation to let this opportunity
slip sway. Cycling in this space is on the rise and it is an
international sporting event drawn to our state.

I just finished riding the entire KATY trail for the second time
on a ride sponsored by MO State Park. Almost all states of the
US were represented and some were here from Canada. An
additional trail in Missouri would bring even more tourists to
our state.

Many Missourians have been riding the KATY since it's
creation. It provides a safe place for us to ride, run and walk.
When riding, I frequent as many businesses as I can to let
them know we appreciate and value their existence.

Missouri should take full advantage of the opportunity to
develop the Rock Island Trail.

I absolutely support this initiative having seen and
experienced the beauty and value of the Katy Trail. I'm aware
of the "issues" expressed by opponents when the Katy was
first proposed by all parties that now co-exist with the success
and positive impact to towns and villages surrounding it.

I believe this would be a positive for the state and people of
Missouri. Please consider giving it your support.

Thank you.

You definitely need to go ahead with this project because
around Versailles it would make cycling much safer for the
dutch community. It also is a great way to get out in the open
air and have a good time

As a resident of St. Charles, Mo and a member of the St.
Charles Park Board I am 100% in favor of bike and pedestrian
trails. Thanks to the Katy Trail our city and state has received
tremendous influx of visitors from all over the world. The
Katy Trail has a world-wide reputation and any additional
paths that we can add will contribute to the financial tourism
health of our state.

Sincereli,

I fully support the development of the Rock Island Trail
Project. It would be a tremendous asset for the area. I would
gladly donate my time to help the project succeed.

As a Kansan, I'm not certain if you are looking for my input...
However, I can assure you that I WILL be happy to come
spend my Kansas earned money in Missouri while biking the
trail. I have already visited several times to enjoy the Katy
Trail, and to create a "loop trail" would be awesome! I know
of nowhere else where a "visitor" can drive to a location and
bike a significant amount of miles, to return to the starting
location. The creation of such a trail would be a huge score for
Missouri and the midwest.



This would become a major asset to Missourians. When Ted
Jones donated the initial money for the KATY Trail many
were sceptical as to how much it would actually be used. It is
now clear that this was a terrific investment for people to
walk, run and bike.

Love the Rock Island trail project. We raised 13 kid cyclists
on the Katy. Nothng better for safety and scenery and all ages.
NO moterized ATVs. They tear up the trail and frighten

cycists. N

My thoughts boil down to this...any rail to trail conversion is a
wise investment by the State of Missouri, and thereby good for
the citizens of Missouri.

I would want it because I would like to use it since I live in a
hilly area.

I suppose the trail

I support the Rock Island trail.

This is a great idea. Would love to have new options!

We were promised the Rock Island Trail was to become a
reality. A dedication of the new Rock Island State Park was
actually held for the trail from Windsor to the west. How can
that be reversed now!?

I want the trail! It would have a great economic impact on all
of the towns & communities through which it passes! It will
create more revenue in the long-run than it costs! Btw, [ own
land next to the trail and I support its completion!

yes please...that is a brilliant idea

This is a boon for small towns along the Trail. I live outside
Huntsdale and the Trail was the reason that the town is still
there after the floods of '93 and '95. The same goes for
Rocheport and many other towns along the river. Even towns
not on the Trail like Columbia and Jefferson City receive an
economic reward by connecting to the Trail.

I strongly support the Rock Island Trail. I recently rode the
Rock Island Spur and the Katy from Pleasant Hill to St
Charles. It was a wonderful trip and made be proud of our
state to have this opportunity. I am 73 and hope to ride again
next year. Please give this strong consideration. Thank you
The Rock Island Trail Project is a wonderful idea.

Towns that are along the section that has been completed from
Windsor to Pleasant Hill have seen economic development
including camping and housing for bikers as well as shops for
mementos as well as bicycle repairs. Today, I literally spoke
with someone on the Katy Trail who had hooked into that trail
via this Rock Island spur. They talked about the businesses
they had seen and the bed-and-breakfast and the campground
they stayed at that was on the trail.

Trails are not only great and welcomed recreation for Missouri
residents but they are also a business stimulus which in turns
leads to tax money going into the state coffers from those very
businesses. Also, these businesses that would be developed in

the small towns will help pull people off the unemployment
rolls.

Jobs and tax money, a win-win for the State of Missouri.

Side note: An interesting bonus from this project - I know that
Owensville is excited as the trail will not only skirt along their
park but also by the school giving their children a safe route to
walk or bike to school (the school is nice but it's location
along a major highway has been a safety issue).

Thank you for taking my comment.

I think the Rock Island Trail Project is a very good idea. All
the little towns in its path will benefit and so many people will
enjoy it.

The trail will be a great asset to the communities and to
Missouri. This is a historic opportunity. Please support
developing the trail.

The Rock Island Trail would create endless opportunities for
families to enjoy outdoor recreation and excercise in a safe
and comfortable environment. It would also provide great
tourism growth just as the KATY trail has encreased tourism.
The opportunity of a loop ands seeing more of Missuri on a
Rail Trail is very excited for me, my family, and many of my
friends!

As a landowner along the trail I am opposed to the trail thru
my farm. The state has no budget to develop and maintain this
huge expansion to their trail system. Our property borders the
Osage River where the bridge crosses the Osage River at
Henley. to improve this old bridge and maintain it in the future
will cost millions of dollars our state can not afford. Since UE
removed the vegetation and rails from the right away I have
had ATV and UTV traffic coming thru my farm and up and
down my private road. There is no way that DNR could police
this type of activity this this very rural area if a trail was
developed. A simple COST vs. Benefit study would show how
irresponsible of a fiscal decision this trail expansion would be.
Lets try and improve our highways and state employee
benefits instead of wasting money on a project that benefits
such a small percentage of Missouri residents.

I believe that the deal should be signed to get the land under
our belt. The improvements can be done as funds become
available.

I want the DNR to enter into this agreement. I believe it
should be the same as the Katy Trail. Bike and pedestrian
trails are a great way to get people out and active. It promotes
business along the trail catering to an active live style. This is
great opportunity to repurpose this land.

This would be a great addition to the Missouri parks. The
KATY has been a huge success and adding the Rock Island
trail would increase that benefit. The economic benefits to
towns along the way would be a boon to their economy.

I am a lifelong bicyclist and recognize the importance of
bicycling in maintaining a healthy body and mind. I feel that
anything the community and government can do to facilitate



healthy outdoor exercise offers a significant return on
investment. This includes lower healthcare costs as a result of
healthy exercise and mental health as a result of socializing. In
terms of the return on investment you only have to look at the
economic impact of the communities along the Katy Trail to
realize how much this can help rural Missourians.

I spend a lot of time and money traveling to other states to
take advantage of their superior bicycle and pedestrian trails. I
would certainly prefer to spend that money here in my home
state.

We recently purchased a home in Innsbrook, MO. One of the
great advantages of this move was proximity to the Katy Trail.
I run the trail regularly. We're so eager to explore more of the
trail that my husband and I went bicycle shopping. I love the
fact that there are now connections to other trails, such as
Hamburg and Busch Greenway, giving us so many loop
options. Having grown up in the suburbs, I am fascinated by
the view of rural America. I honestly had no idea how
beautiful this state was when we moved to St. Louis many
years ago. I'm proud to talk to my out-of-state friends and
family about our amazing trail system. The addition of the
Rock Island trail seems like a no-brainer to me. I've read that
farmers have concerns about disruption to their operations.
Huh? The railroad already cut through or abutted their
property. I have never seen any trail users abusing the trail or
disrespecting the posted boundaries. They don't even make
much noise. We're out here to get some fresh air and
commune with nature. Please approve the acquisition of this
new trail.

I believe this would be a great resource for all ages and a
signature destination for Missouri.

I strongly urge you to complete your plans to develop this
trail.

I just rode the katy trail from end to end last week and I
absolutely loved it. Please, please, please proceed on this new
trail and let's make MO the biking capital of America!!

I live in Dixon, MO.

Completing a bike trail loop of this magnitude would be a
boon for central Missouri as well as the entire state. It would
be very good for the small town local economies. Please make
this happen!

I support the State of Missouri and DNR entering into an
Interim Trail Use Agreement and I support the Rock Island
Trail Project.

I think this sounds great! I've been getting into biking but most
of the stuff I've heard about has been in Arkansas or the Katy
trail. I would love more options, and for this to become a park
destination. And not just for my personal enjoyment but I
would be really proud to see Missouri viewed as a destination
for biking. Imagine families planning active vacations cruising
between historic Missouri towns, or people exploring our
nature across the state by bike, seeing all we have to offer? I
really hope this comes to fruition.

As long as the trail system it's funded legitimately and partners
with the communities it will pass through I am in favor of the
Agreement.

I support the Rock Island Trail. Missouri will build tourism by
providing trails for cyclists. Businesses in communities along
the trail will have more customers. We will be healthier by
participating in outdoor activities such as cycling on the trail.
I hope you will prioritize funding for this project. The Katy
Trail is already an incredible asset to Missouri's citizens, of all
ages, and an economic benefit for the towns along the trail.
The Rock Island Trail promises to have all the same
advantages.

Please make it happen!

We have been anxiously awaiting progress on the Rock Island
Trail. My husband rides the Katy Trail often; however, since
we live in Morgan County, access to the Rock Island would be
much handier. In addition, the new trail would provide
everyone with new sites to see and new towns to explore. We
feel the trail would be of great benefit to the many towns
along the line and are hoping plans will continue and the trail
will be available to all very soon.

I fully support the agreement between the DNR and the Rock
Island Trail Project. The Rock Island Railroad corridor would
provide a myriad of benefits to the state and its citizens, were
it to be developed into a recreational trail; much like the Katy
Trail has done, the proposed Rock Island Trail would boost
the economies of the rural Missouri towns through which it
passes, attract bicycling tourists to the state, and offer an
avenue for Missourians to boost their physical and mental
health.

[ am an avid, frequent user of the Katy Trail. I ride and run the
trail solo for exercise, invite visitors to the state as well as
friends for quick weekend biking trips, and have even spent an
entire vacation riding the trail from end to end. Every time I
use the trail, I spend money in at least one town through which
I ride. Were the Rock Island Trail to be developed, I would
have increased vacation and day-trip destination options
within my own state! Please ensure that this gem will be
developed for our health, and our state's health!

Please finish the trail. Grietens needs to quit cutting
everything. This will bring tons of people and revenue to the
state.

Please accept the trail use agreement in order to develop the
Rock Island Trail. Creation of the trail would be completely
within the mission of Missouri State Parks and an investment
for future Missourians. The benefits to our health, economy
and tourism from creation of the trail would be a significant
achievement and much appreciated by residents and visitors.

I strongly support the conversion of the former Rock Island
Railroad bed from Windsor to Beaufort as a Rails to Trails
project. I feel it that will be enjoyed by many Missouri hiking
and biking residents, and will provide a substantial boost to
tourism in the area as well.

To put my money where my mouth is, I have earmarked in
excess of $100,000 in my will for support of this project. [ am



confident that others will do so as well, once word gets out
that the money is needed.

I am concerned that the existence of this survey is not well
known--I found out about it by accident-- so I fear that you
may not get a good response rate. I ask the DNR and Governor
Greitens to please support this effort.

I believe the DNR should enter into the interim trail use
agreement and complete the development of this trail for
several reasons. The completed trail will be give an economic
boast to an area that has been going down hill economically
for several decades. There is nothing else on the horizon that
offers such hope as the trail to turn things around. Secondly,
the trail will provide the citizens of Missouri and visitors an
great opportunity for recreation. Lastly, if the agreement is not
entered into and the railroad right of way gets fragmented, the
ability to construct this trail will be lost forever. Future
Missouri citizens will condemn the short-nearsightedness of
the current generation.

I would really like to see this also allow horses to make this
the longest trail in Missouri for equestrian riders.

Thank iou

It would seem to be extremely short-sighted of "the powers
that be" not to lock this option up for future development and
the enjoyment and economic benefit of Missourians. We are
relatively new to using the Katy Trail, but have already noted
its heavy use in our area (Sedalia) and seen the economic
impact locally. There are a lot of "thru-riders" that would
certainly love the loop possibilities as well as locals wanting a
change in scenery now and then while walking or riding. Not
to mention the health benefits for walkers and riders alike.
(And most of us could do a little bit better in that area, couldn't
we?)

We say "Do it!"

Governor Greitens, if you want my support, please support
this project.

In favor of this great trail.

This is an absolute MUST for the state of Missouri. Trail
systems become destinations for travel to many tourists and
are great benefits to the many Missourians near them. Rails to
Trails are excellent use of properties and can be some of the
most scenic trails. Please allow the transfer of these lands.
While on vacation in New Mexico, I met a man from Los
Angeles who was riding his bicycle from Albuquerque to
Taos, NM. Last summer, this man travelled from Los Angeles
to Kansas City and then to Clinton, Missouri. The purpose his
travels was to bicycle the entire length of the Katy Trail from
Clinton to St. Charles, which he did. He was greatly impressed
by this one-of-a-kind state park and plans to return. The Katy
Trail is a national draw and the money spent by tourists such
as this gentleman benefits towns, businesses, and families
along the length of the trail. There is good reason to suspect
that the Rock Island Trail would do the same. I strongly
believe that the State of Missouri should take advantage of the
opportunity to develop and manage the Rock Island rail

corridor from Windsor to Beaufort. The benefits to the State of
Missouri and the businesses and communities along its route
will far outweigh the costs of developing and maintaining the
trail. Please do not hesitate to take advantage of this great
opportunity.

Completing this trail would be a great addition to Missouri's
Rails to Trails systems. They provide wonderful recreation
opportunities for families, tourism, and others that can be
taken advantage of in small sections or in marathon mode.
Another reason to come to Missouri!

Please continue with the development of the Rock Island
Trail. I have personally ridden the Katy as well as numerous
rails-to-trails around the country. Many fellow cyclist describe
how much they have enjoyed the Katy Trail---cyclists outside
of Missouri. The Rock Island will only add to further interest
among tourists both local, national and international.

Dear Sirs,

As a business owner in a small town I was so exciting to hear
that the Rock Island would give access bikers.

The prospect of more business and the viabitity of our town
was good news to hear. The Rock Island project is very
important for the many small towns in MO (ours is 1,200
people) to continue to survive.

Please continue to give support to this project and in turn
keep our small, rural Missouri towns enjoyable places for
visitors to come. Bikers are certainly welcomed.

I support the development of the rock island trail as i believe it
will have significant economic impacts along its path.

The RIT trail was a go, and its hard to wait for it to get done.
This is a wonderful opportunity for Missouri's parks and trail
system. Is there any other state were you can bike ride across
the whole state, without getting on any roads. More and more
people are getting into cycling, and without these trail systems
more and more people will be on the roads. The town were [
live is not road friendly for bicycles. It would be so nice for
Missouri to have this wonderful Trail connecting to the Katy.
If the Governor stops it now he will not be getting my vote.
The Rock Island trail project will be invaluable to Missouri by
creating a trail that basically runs border to border. Many other
states, lowa in particular, have similar trails and profit greatly
from them through sponsored rides that bring visitors to the
small towns along the trail that otherwise never would have
visited. Recreational trails have grown in popularity
immensely over the last decade, and access to trails is now an
important factor considered in buying a home. This trail will
add to the appeal of Missouri and make a statement that will
benefit the state for countless future decades as recreational
trail use and overall promotion of wellbeing becomes
increasingly popular.

I live in Oklahoma. My wife and I have visited the KATY trail
4 times over the last 10 years. We have spent thousands of
dollars on lodging, food, gas, etc. on those trips. I was really
looking forward to a complete loop across Missouri. Now |
hear that the governor is reconsidering the development of the
Rock Island trail that I thought was a done deal. That is



beyond short sighted. If Missouri gives up the Rock Island
Trail I won't spend another penny going to Missouri for a
cycling vacation. I'll spend my dollars in Arkansas or
Colorado where they appreciate and cater to out of state
cyclists.

I think the Rock Island Trail Project is a great idea. I just
recently discovered the Katy Trail and enjoy it immensely,
and I would love to have another great recreational trail to use.
Missouri's State Parks system is one of its crown jewels, and
this would be yet another great attraction for a great state.
Please develop the Rock Island Trail. More trails, and longer
trails, are needed for the part of Missouri that the trail will
cover, especially Central Missouri. The KATY Trail is nice,
but it is flat, and so is most of the surrounding landscape. Lake
of the Ozarks SP has one long trail, but it is near an airport,
and I don't feel safe hiking it and haven't been back because I
saw a condom wrapper on the ground along the trail the last
time I used it. The terrain and surroundings of the Rock Island
Trail will be interesting and provide a good option for many
people that is closer than the Ozark Trail.

There should not be any conflict between trail users and
existing agricultural uses. There are sections of the KATY
Trail that pass fields of row crops, a sod farm, etc., and
landowners even dove hunt and deer hunt in the fields and
woods near the KATY Trail north of Jefferson City, so the
Rock Island Trail should not interfere with existing land uses.
Developing the Rock Island Trail will also benefit the
economies of local communities near and along the Trail.
Trail users, at a minimum, will purchase items from gas
stations, grocery stores, and restaurants. The Trail will also
bring more people to events and festivals held by towns,
community organizations, and churches, because visitors will
be able to use the Trail and also enjoy events happening
nearby that they might not otherwise attend. It will also
provide more opportunities for free, outdoor recreation for
people who live in communities and countryside near the trail,
and provide a trail for school cross country teams to use and
safely practice on. The Rock Island Trail will also benefit the
welfare of Missouri citizens and their health and help combat
public health epidemics like obesity and heart disease.

It sounds to me like a wonderful thing for Missouri. Providing
more tourism and rejuvenating some of our smaller towns. My
father worked for the Rock Island Railroad over 20 years
while I was growing up. He was the depot agent in Windsor,
Stover and Versailles. He passed away 3 years ago, but [ know
he would have loved to see this and to know his beloved Rock
Island route was being utilized in this way. My husband and I
live in Sedalia near the Katy Trail and have used the trail for
biking, walking and running. An additional trail in Missouri
seems like a no-brainer which should be approved of sooner
rather than later.

I support the development of the Rock Island Trail. The
addition of RIT to the Katy trail will make Missouri a world-
class cycling destination.

Trail should provide some local tourism for the community
allowing our rural areas surrounding the trail to flourish.

I am a strong supporter of the rock Island Trail Project - I live
in unincorporated Franklin county, near Beaufort (I have a
Beaufort mailing address). Many in the area are very excited
about the trail and the economic benefits it will bring to our
area. [ have a small farm and have many people come out for
visits, the trail will bring even more 'tourists' to the area that
will support the many local farms and businesses that are
struggling to make ends meet.

Please research and understand the financial benefits the trail
brings to the communities near them ~ and of course, the
benefit to those enjoying the trail system.

For a strong future for economic growth and tourism, please
approve and fund this trail system - they have proved that they
are GOOD for the local economies!!!!

A recreational trail on the Rock Island here would be great!

I am in total agreement of the Rock Island Trail Project for
many reasons. First, the example of the Katy Trail has proven
that rails to trails bring significant economic development to
the areas surrounding the trail and any fears people had about
rails to trails have never played out. I have biked the Katy
Trail and have friends who own property that border the Katy
Trail. I live in the area that will be affected by the Rock Island
Trail Project and the boom to all the small towns along the
Rock Island Trail will be significant. After the railroad folded
the towns saw degeneration. We now have an opportunity to
make a positive difference for so many communities and
people in Missouri with the completion of the Rock Island
Trail. Missouri is a beautiful state with much to offer its
residents and visitors. We need to continue to be the leaders in
parks and outdoor recreation and economic development.
Outdoor tourism brings jobs. The cost benefit analysis is on
the side of the benefits of the Rock Island Trail. I urge the
Greiten administration to continue developing the Rock Island
Trail.

The community of Cole Camp has been eagerly awaiting the
development of the Rock Island Trail which will go through
about 1 mile north of Cole Camp. Cole Camp Community
Betterment Assoc. and the Cole Camp Chamber of Commerce
endorse the project and are eager to have added visitors to the
community. Many bicycle enthusiasts as well as walkers have
been pressing to have these amenities available for recreation
and health. The trail spur committee has been meeting for
many months to make sure there is optimum access to the trail
when it is completed. The economic benefits to the
community cannot be overstated. We are heavily reliant on
tourism to keep the local economy vibrant. The native citizens
have also been pressing for more fitness opportunities.
Recreational opportunities enhance property values for
communities where they are present. This would be a boon for
the whole state of Missouri.

Missouri is the trails state. Our investment into our trail
system has returns of at least 15 to 1. That means for every
one dollar invested by the state, the economic return is 15
dollars. The trail will travel through many small towns. This
will bring significant revenue and more economic
development to those and neighboring and adjacent towns
close to the trail. This is a win win opportunity for the state of



Missouri! Our state can use the tax revenue that this project
will generate.

The trail should also be multi-use through-out all 144 miles.
That means, walking, hiking, bicycling, running and
equestrians, along with roller blades and other future
recreational transportation. (Except for motorized vehicles)
This will bring many additional tourists to the state. There are
also many grant opportunities to help fund development, and
maintenance of this trail.

Thank you for your consideration.

I strongly favor the recreational trail. Please permit this
wholesome, environmentally sound, noise reducing, family-
friendly, heart healthy project to proceed. It's worth the
investment.

Absolutely should convert the rail line to a bike trail!! We are
coming to Missouri just to ride the Katy Trail during the solar
eclipse on August 21st, 2017!

We are members of three bike clubs, and we ride new trails all
the time...what an awesome new opportunity for your state
tourism department!

Our Ozark Trail system has exploded our community, grown
multiple bike stores, we've added shops, pubs, restaurants,
hosted soo many new events, criterium races, and everyone is
in such better shape riding to work, we're bonding riding as
families, and we're having fun!

I support the Missouri Department of Natural Resources
accepting the next 144.3 miles of the Rock Island Railroad
corridor for development as a rail trail.

Please consider completing the trail into Lee's Summit. People
in KC need access to this trail and since Missouri is one of the
unhealthiest states in the nation, anything to make it easier to
exercise should be supported. Thank you for considering this.
I hope that the state will accept the donation of the crucial
section of the Rock Island Line corridor to allow the
development of the full trail that will bring economic activity
to small towns along the route. Also, with the Katy Trail
connection, it will create a large loop trail of national
significance and reputation.

I strongly support this project. Although there is expense
upfront, this is a great opportunity to promote our state and
every small.town on the route. I regularly ride.on the Katy trail
and am able to see first hand how it has impacted growth and
tourism across the state. Please support this project

I am a cyclist in Southwest Missouri. I ride weekly or more
with a number of other cyclists in Springfield and Aurora.
Many of them have ridden on the Katy Trail more than once
and have enjoyed it very much. I think the Rock Island Trail
would be a wonderful addition to Missouri State Properties. It
does help the little towns along the way that might have been
bypassed by the interstate and are needing some rejuvenation
too. I hope you all do except the Rock Island Trail.

We NEED this trail!!! Towns along the way will benefit...as
they did with the Katy.

I think this trail project is a great idea!

I would love to have it completed.

I live closer to the communities of the rock island trail.

I also like the fact of making a loop and ending where 1
started.

This is an outstanding idea that deserves the governor's
support. It's a win-win for everyone! It will provide access to
many Missouri citizens (and our tourists) to get more exercise
without having to spend any money. It's an excellent addition
to the Rails to Trails program in Missouri, which already
draws tourism dollars and benefits to local businesses. It will
help small communities in particular, which need ways to
energize their local economies. The RITP could help local
businesses whose target markets could be trail users. It would
be another draw to the Lake of the Ozarks area. Win-win!

To not take advantage of this opportunity would be foolish.
The Rock Island Trail project must progress. I look forward to
a long bike ride across our beautiful state.

My wife and I support the state of Missouri obtaining this old
rail property for the future development of trails. We use the
Katy Trail almost daily now that we live in Sedalia and before
that, when we lived in Rolla, we traveled to enjoy the Katy
often.

These trails are right for Missouri; for us as residents, for
tourism and a worthy project for our state government to
support.

Please take advantage of this gift. I love the Katy Trail and the
Rock Island Trail will make riding and camping in Missouri
even better.

The Katy Trail is another rails-to-trails project that has
brought back to life many of the small towns along the trails.
People come from all over the US to ride the Katy Trail. The
Rock Island Trail will connect to the Katy making this an even
more desirable riding destination. Riders along the trail will be
spending money in these towns - hotels, bed and breakfasts,
restaurants, convenience stores will all profit as well as the tax
revenue to those towns.

Let's add it to the Katy Trail. Missouri needs more outdoor
activities.

Please make Missouri an even better state with the addition of
the Rock Island Trail!! Not only is this addition great for the
health and activity of Missourians but brings in additional
tourist dollars from out of state visitors!!

I am a resident of Carl Junction, Missouri, and I certainly
support the state of Missouri assuming the Rock Island Trail. I
use our local trails periodically, and even though I've never
been to the Katy Trail, I know that these kinds of projects pay
off not just in money, but in the quality of life for many in our
state for years and even generations to come. Accepting this
trail would secure future benefits for decades or even hundreds
of years.



This is a brilliant project that would do wonders for Missouri
and the communities within. Having spent significant time in
Northwest Arkansas biking their extensive trails connecting
downtown squares and art museums, I understand personally
the draw of a network of bike trails for both exercise and
tourism purposes. The shift in our culture towards health and
wellness as a whole aligns perfectly with this opportunity. I
strongly support this endeavor.

I walk my dog and exercise on the KATY trail and support
conversion of the former Rock Island Railroad corridor into a
144.3 mile long recreational trail from Windsor, MO, to
Beaufort, MO.

This would enhance the MO trail network and bring tourist
dollars and tax revenue to Missouri

Please build this economic booster for the state! As someone
who has biked the entirety of the Katy Trail 6 times, spent lots
of time at local business, and met countless individuals from
across the country and the globe, I know firsthand how
valuable a second trail could be to the state. The longer the
trail the farther people will travel to see it!

I strongly support the development of the former Rock Island
Railroad corridor for public use as a hiking and biking trail.
We use the Katy Trail on a regular basis, and look forward to
being able to make a round-trip, without having to back-track,
around our beautiful state. The opportunity to get out and see
so much of the countryside doesn't present itself too often, and
I feel we should take advantage of this chance.

Please develop this as the KATY trail connector to the Kansas
City area. Developing this trail segment as a shared use
facility will grow the economy in that area, especially when
rail trails are becoming the thing right now across the entire
U.S. Don't let Missouri fall behind everyone else!

[ am in full support of the continuing development of the Rock
Island Trail. The KT trail has provided numerous
opportunities that otherwise would not have existed, in
addition bringing in millions of dollars in tourism. The Rock
Island trail will add to this boon for the state of Missouri.
Wonderful tourism opportunity for a lot of forgotten towns. I
hope the state and residents throughout the state. This is a very
cool project

This project will stimulate economic development and create
healthy, safe communities.

I am in favor of The Department of Natural Resources
entering into an Interim Trail Use Agreement with Missouri
Central Railroad. I have been paying taxes in Missouri for
over 40 years and I think development of this project will be a
wise use of taxpayer funds.

Projects, such as the Rock Island Trail, will ehance quality of
life and appeal especially to the younger, educated individuals
we are trying tp retain in Missouri. If Missouri declines to
make these type of investments we will lose these type of
employees/taxpayers to other states that are willing to make
these investments.

I and my sons have spent many hours on the Katy Trail and
have enjoyed every minute. Thank you for this opportunity to
provide input on this issue.

I thinks a persons thinks this could not benefit our
communities should go visit one along the vey popular Katy
Trail. The rails to trails projects has revived countless towns
and contributed to jobs and a healthier life style. I'm sure not
every aspect of the project is positive because there's people
land at risk and I understand that and I can't imagine it's going
to out weigh the positives. I truly feel that the Rock Island
Trail is only going to improve our state and attract people
from all over our country as does the Katy and create
opportunities for people who otherwise would have a chance
to be apart of something great. Look at all the other rails to
trails that's been built because of the success of the Katy Trail
in our own back yard. Please don't ruin a good thing

As a citizen who was born and raised in Missouri and has
spent some time on the Katy Trail, I strongly support the plan
for Missouri DNR to accept the Rock Island right of way for
future trail use. Missouri's parks including the Katy are vital
state and national resources that enhance our pursuit of
happiness - and pays dividends in tourism, health and
responsible land use for a corridor that would otherwise be
difficult to return to its original state.

In light of the changes our new administration is making. It is
of the utmost urgency we enter into these opportunities for our
small towns.

What a wonderful addition of trails for Missouri! With the
past thru towns benefitting from the sale of food, gas,
souvenirs, etc., it is nice to see new businesses being planned
to open with the opening of this trail. Just yesterday I noticed
in Owensville the former J&L2 building had a sign referring
to the Rock Island Trail Project. The success of the Katy Trail
has shown what these trails can do for the communities &
people that live near them. With the addition of another cross
state trail gives closer access for more Missourians and
visitors to not only exercise, but also to support the local
Missouri businesses.

I contributed money towards making this trail a reality. I will
continue to support it and fully expect the present
administration and legislatures of Missouri to follow through
with accepting the trail into the state parks system. Money
does not have to allotted immediately for development.
Communities can assume responsibility for the trail sections
through their borders. Private funds and grants can be found
for most of the rural improvement needed to include the safety
infrastructure to bridges. I would even support a small fee for
day, multi-day or annual use permits on both the Rock Island
Line Trail and the KATY that can be dedicated to their
maintenance.

I have visited every community along the Rock Island Line
Trail and can see the potential for tourism and entrepreneurial
business opportunities the trail will provide. The Katy is
already a national treasure. With the addition of the RILT and
connectors to the KATY, Missouri will become the Bicycle
Vacation destination and draw more national and global
visitors providing an economic boon to our state.



We own land and operate several farming operations along the
proposed Rock Island Trail Project and are not in favor of the
Trail Use Agreement. We feel that the land should revert back
to the original property it came off of and at the time it was
given it was to advance growth and prosperity for the
communities along the trail. The trail would not benefit our
community at all and would cause us great aggravation. It has
not opened up yet and have been faced with trespassers
already. It would cause us great hardship and expense to
ensure that our property rights are not going to be violated by
individuals using the trail. Please understand our part of the
equation, We value our privacy and have worked hard to build
our farming operation and do not want to fight outsiders trying
to abuse our right.

Please open this trail.

Being from a small town which the Rock Island Line passes
through, I believe this is an opportunity to be part of
something bigger than just a trail. To be able to connect our
community with so many others like it across this state can
only lead to greater economic development and opportunities
for existing and newly formed businesses. . . Moreover, what a
great mode of transportation throughout our town and possibly
between communities. Outdoors and exercise..... 2 things
definitely on the decline that should be an everyday
occurrence, especially for our youth.

Great idea to change into a walking trail. So many people so
excited about it. Would benefit so many people

Please keep this trail project going! We have travelled to
Missouri to ride the KATY Trail many times, and are
anxiously waiting the opportunity to do so again-looping back
via the Rock Island Trail. We would love to spend our
Kentucky earned income on another vacation in Missouri!
Lead the way, Missouri- Show-me!

Let's get the rest of the trail ready and accessible! I am ready
to take a credit card bicycle tour on the full loop!

Love this idea and am excited to use the Rock Island Trail
with my family.

We would love to have this trail. It would help our local
economy. Wonderful project for our area.

The addition of these trails would be a wonderful asset to the
people of the state of Missouri. They will provide additional
revenue in the form of gasoline taxes and food sales. These
trails will help to make Missouri a destination for bicycle
riding, hiking, horseback riders, and nature lovers. They will
encourage people to get out side and enjoy the day. They will
also help buy providing the opportunity for small businesses
along its route.

I have no knowledge of the political or financial implications
of this trail but I do wish that DNR would consider the
acceptance of this donation. I love the Katy and have ridden it
several times completely and many more in parts. The RIT
would be a great asset for our State.

Yes, please continue Trail development in Missouri to help
our state generate much needed income. We can only cut so
much folks!

Perhaps find a way to show that the Katy Trails generates
more income than the state expenses on upkeep, etc. and the
MoRit is expected to follow suit. A simple infographic that is
transparent with costs and projected revenues may a go a long
way with the haters.

We love the Katy trail and would like to see the Rock Island
developed in a similar manner. It would bring people into the
communities along the trail and provide opportunities for
businesses. Please allow the DNR to enter into this agreement.
The Department of Natural Resources SHOULD see this as a
golden opportunity and get involved in this project. The Katy
Trail is a valuable park for the healthy and entertainment of
Missourians and an economic plus for Missouri towns. With
the addition of the Rock Island Trail the system will draw
more people, including more out-of-state people, and be good
for a wider variety of Missouri businesses.

Yes, yes, yes!

Great win for the state.

all for it, great for small towns along the proposed trail! The
entire United States is trending toward cycling on rail trails
and outdoor recreation. Hope the current Governor is not short
sighted on this and accepts the Ameren offer.

I use the Katy Trail each year along with friends. Our bike
shop is planning an overnight bike ride for customers along
the trial. Adding the Rock Island trail would allow cyclists and
the towns along the corridor the benefit of new experiences in
Missouri. I think would grow revenue for these small towns
and allow them to experience economic growth similar to the
experience for other towns along the Katy Trail. It's a win/win
situation for the Show Me State.

Dear DNR,

I completely support the development of the Rock Island Trail
Project. This will be another great asset for the state its
citizens, and its rural communities. I saw first hand the impact
of the first phase in Leeton this week. Three trail users stopped
at the local C-Store for a lunch break. Spending money and
more importantly sharing TIME and CONVERSATION with
local patrons. Talk about pulling people together....IT was
awesome to see and experience!

It is an investment that all can enjoy now and in the future.
The "RIT" is not a, "Bridge to Nowhere," project by a long
shot. I have enjoyed the accommodations and services of
several small towns along the RIT already. It is great to visit
these towns that [ would normally skip, being they are not on a
major Missouri hwy. The trail will keep these towns viable
and on the map. The RIT will certainly draw in people from
all over that like to hike and bike, former rail line corridors.
This is just another gem that Missouri can put in its tourism
crown. This is a cheap investment in the long run, the
maintenance looks to be light, the DNR can contract out locals



in the area to clear a limb or two and give trail condition
feedback. It is a win/win proposition. GO FOR IT!

This is an excellent idea and will bring valuable economic
stimulus to these small towns. As well it will bring people in
from all over to use the trail. I do feel it should be a multi use
trail.

As an avid cyclist in mid-Missouri and a frequent user of the
trail system I want to voice my support for this new project.
The trail system in Missouri is an amazing feature and brings
people from all over to cycle this trail system. I support this
addition to the Katy Trail.

I think the more trails and recreational opportunities we can
provide in Missouri will only increase tourism, provide
educational opportunities for kids and be a general benefit to
all citizens.

The Rock Island Trail will be an enormous boon for the areas
it passes through. The Katy Trail is already an economic
success, and to add the RIT would only increase the attraction.
Ameren is willing to give the land back to the people. For the
state to reject their offer makes absolutely no sense.

I believe adding this trail through Missouri will bring more
economic growth and revenue that is much needed into the
State of Missouri.

I support the expansion of Missouri's rails to trail system.

We need to support this project. It will bring tourism and
commerce to the small towns that the trail will run through. As
well as bring to the entire state.

This should be a no brainer. The Katy Trail has provided an
economic boost for communities along its path. The Rock
Island Trail will do the same. Just ask the communities along
the trails. They are clamoring for the trail to be completed. I
am looking forward to exploring the Rock Island Trail.

I believe developing the Rock Island Trail to its full potential
is a must for the state of Missouri. Whether or not to complete
the Rock Island Trail shouldn't be a question. It is a must, for
many reasons, all of which are positive. For starters, Missouri
already has a shining precedent: the Katy Trail State Park. The
Katy Trail already sees use from over 400,000 recreational
users per year and attracts many visitors from out of state and
even from around the globe. It is a destination. Completing the
Rock Island Trail will only add to the appeal and bring in
more cycling enthusiasts. And, when the Rock Island is
completed, it will create an impressive 450-mile loop. What
other states can claim such a fantastic system of trails? And,
with Missouri being named the "Best Trails State" by
American Trails, isn't that an accolade and recognition we
should strive to maintain?

Providing more recreational opportunities for more
Missourians should be a must. Numerous studies have shown
the benefits of not only physical activity for improved
physical, mental, emotional and psychological health, but also
that spending time in nature also has an immense positive
impact, too. These are things we as a state should be

promoting and capitalizing on. A state can only be as healthy
and as vibrant and its citizens.

And, speaking of health and vibrancy, the Katy Trail has done
wonders to revitalize the communities and towns that is passes
through. Once booming railroad towns that fell into a state of
stagnation or worse, decay, have been reborn with the increase
in tourism as a direct result from the Katy Trail. Bed and
Breakfasts, hotels, restaurants, bike depots and outfitters, and
many other businesses have been flourishing because of the
Katy Trail. In a recent feature article on the Katy Trail in the
Rails-to-Trails Conservancy magazine titled "Pathway to
Prosperity,"
(http://magazine.railstotrails.org/resources/magflipbooks/2016
_fall/index.html? ga=2.176022370.114498422.1499272648-
1410902272.1472063260), the author highlights the vast
impact the Katy has had on Missouri and its communities. The
story states that the Katy Trail has had a direct economic
impact of 18.5 million dollars ANNUALLY, which, in my
estimation, is no small feat. It should only stand to reason that,
in time, the Rock Island would have a similar economic
impact. Furthermore, the towns and cities that would be
directly affected by the Rock Island are facing the same issues
that the towns along the Katy faced before the Katy was
opened. It's a win-win for all involved. Missouri wins because
it gets to put another feather in its cap - one that says we
unquestionably have the longest developed rails-to-trails
program in the US; it improves the health of its citizens; it
creates businesses, jobs and money; it revitalizes communities
that desperately need a breath of new life.

The Rock Island Trail is a must. I hope that all involved in the
decision-making process see it as such. It would be a shame to
let such a wonderful opportunity slip away.

Do it. Positive outweighs the negative

I think it would help grow economy in small tows along the
route. Many of those towns could really use the tourism &
commerce.

I strongly support the Rock Island Trail project. Growing up in
Jefferson City and living in St. Louis, I have spent countless
hours riding my bike on the Katy Trail. It is one of Missouri's
greatest assets, and has brought economy and life back into the
small towns along the Missouri River. The Rock Island Trail
would be able to build on the success of the Katy to create one
of the largest continuous recreational trails in the world, and
would draw cyclists from around the world to the trail. This
would greatly impact the local towns' economies as well as
boosting the state's overall tourism and economy. Missouri has
some of the best state parks in the country, and this would
further improve them.

This is a no-brainer investment. Please don't stop this.

As a business owner in Kansas City in a high-tech industry, |
strongly support the Rock Island Trail. We desperately need
such recreational facilities to attract talent to our state. The
KATY trail is one of the best things we've ever done. Let's
keep the momentum going.

This sounds like what Missouri needs to develop growth in
small towns across Missouri and bring more tourism to our



state. Instead of cutting the budget on everything consider
completing this project to bring More money into our state!
Thanks,

Hey ! Don't jack this trail up!

On behalf of Great Rivers Greenway, [ want to express my
support for the Rock Island Trail Project.

I know firsthand
about the challenges and impact that come from developing
trails. Not only do trails improve health, offer transportation
options and connect people together, but the economic impact
is undeniable. From trail-oriented development to increased
tourism, the KATY Trail State Park has shown the 18:1
return-on-investment to the state’s economy. We do not need
to look outside of Missouri to find excellent examples of
economic prosperity, especially for rural communities,
because of a new trail.

Great Rivers Greenway is excited to develop connections
beyond our district of St. Louis City, St. Louis County and St.
Charles County. Connecting to the Missouri Rock Island Trail
will be an exciting chance to increase traffic to and from our
region. The Missouri Rock Island Trail will leverage our
state’s tourism success to date, making exploring the great
state of Missouri a viable, accessible and appealing option to
tourists all over the world.
I encourage the State of Missouri to take this opportunity to
accept this planned donation. This opportunity should not be
missed, as the biggest challenge to any trail development is
land acquisition. This is a unique chance to jump through the
most difficult and expensive hurdle in the process. Especially
given the support, ownership and momentum with the
communities along the proposed route, obtaining the land is an
important step right now.
We look forward to continuing to collaborate to strengthen our
communities and our state, connecting more miles to attract
and retain residents and tourists alike. Respectfully, -
Great Rivers Greenway

Equine parking and trail usage would be nice.

I Support the Rock Island Trail across Missouri. I travel to
Missouri to ride these rail to trail systems as Missouri has the
best

Gov. Greitens, if you would like my support, you must support
the Rock Island Trail.

Everybody wants this Scenic Trail. Approve/Build it.

The use of this trail would be a tremendous asset to the State.
Please see this as a vote of my support.

Please support the Rock Island Trail Project. I have been
looking forward to this connection to the Katy Trail since it
was announced as a possibility, and I know that I am not
alone. It will be a continuing boon to the small bike shops in
every town and city around the trail. Not to mention the small
businesses in all the trail stop along the way. While the Katy
Trail has placed the Missouri on the national stage for
bicycling, the Rock Island expansion will firmly set us on the
global stage. It will bring in cyclists from all over the world to

be able to ride our trail system. and we will be the fortunate
ones to have a wold class trail system right in our backyards.
Even if the funds are not available for development at this
time the acquisition presented right now is a once in history
opportunity that musst not be allowed to escape us. Thank
you.

I believe this is an excellent project, both for the state parks
system and for the towns along the route. The local, non-
financial, benefits (for example: a safe trail path to the
Owensville school campus from town) are only just beginning
to be recognized. As the Katy Trail has shown, the benefits far
outweigh the negatives. Let's get it going!!!!

Great Project! What a great way to see the state.

Please support the Rock Island Trail Project. As one who has
ridden the Katy Trail, west to east, I am aware how important
rails to trails projects are and how valuable they are to the
state's economy.

I would love to see this turn into a trail that I can take my kids
on.

Having ridden the Katy Trail multiple times the Rock Island
trail would make for an amazing edition to Missouri's trail
system. Our Scout troop goes at least annually

This is a much needed trail expansion for both the local
economy and so more individuals have access to trails for
walking and biking. My family considers ourselves lucky
because we only have to drive 20 miles to access safe walking
trails but a trail in our own community would be more
convenient and would benefit many more Missouri residents.
I ride the Katy Trail regularly with my husband, a disabled
veteran. We often meet people from other states and even
other countries whi come here just to ride our trail. I believe
accepting the donation of the Rock Island line to turn into
another trail is a once in a lifetime opportunity that will only
increase tourism and more than pay for itself. It will create
jobs and has the likely potential to save and revive small
Missouri towns and businesses.

What a great idea! Having a recreational trail that stretches
across the state of Missouri is fantastic! I grew up in Cole
Camp, MO--now live in the San Francisco Bay Area. Any
time a state comes up with ways to get people out and
exercising is something that should be supported. Too many of
us sit behind a desk way too much!! I hope that the citizens of
Missouri will support this!

The Katy Trail has had a great multiplier effect on the money
invested in it initially and has brought visitors from within and
outside the state. Expanding that network would bring great
benefits to new areas in Missouri.

I think it is a good idea to finish the trail. Being able to cross
the state on my bike would be awesome. Missouri is a
beautiful state and to enjoy on a bike would enhance tourism.



The Katy Trail is a HUGE asset to this state and with the
addition of the Rock Island Trail we can have something very
special to be proud of. It is important that we have this trail.
We can make this a positive go to place for all. Missouri could
use some positive press as well. This would help.

Please support the Rock Island trail! I'm a young professional
in Kansas City and look forward to taking advantage of the
extended trail. This is a wise, economical, environmentally
friendly form of development that shows Missouri is looking
to the future.

Please add this route to the other existing bike/ hike trails. |
and many more like me from all states would make this a
destination.

It would increase tourism substantially. Many people are
utilizing the rails to trails conversions all over the country.
Missouri has some of the best with potential more and better
trails.

Many local businesses,B&Bs, hotels, and state parks would
see higher attendance = profits= tax revenue.

I think this is a wonderful idea as an active exerciser and as a
former resident of Gerald which would be revitalized by the
project.

I strongly urge DNR to proceed with development of the Rock
Island Trail Project. I am a resident of Des Peres, MO, 63131,
and have been a frequent user of the Katy Trail almost since it
opened.

The Rock Island Trail will be a valuable recreational option
for Missouri residents. This will benefit the state by bringing
Missouri residents--and people from across the Midwest--to
communities along the trail. The Katy Trail has brought
vigorous tourism activity to such communities as Boonville,
Rocheport, Hermann, Augusta and Defiance, spawning bed
and breakfasts, wineries and various shops serving cyclists and
tourists. I have seen how these tourism sites have grown over
the years. Eldon in particular, with its location on heavily
traveled U.S. 54 on the way to Lake of the Ozarks, is
strategically placed to become the next Boonville/Rocheport
for the Rock Island Trail.

The Rock Island will augment Missouri's reputation for
outstanding parks and recreation sites that attract visitors from
all over. This is not a luxury or excess--it is one area where
Missouri can stand out from all the states competing for
tourism dollars. It will help bring more tourists to Missouri,
and engage our residents to spend more tourism dollars here.

Since we already have the Katy, why do we need the Rock
Island? The setting of the Rock Island Trail will provide a
strong complement to the Katy Trail. While the Katy runs
along the Missouri River and adjacent to wide-open flood-
plain agricultural areas, from what I have seen of the Rock
Island plan, it runs through entirely different, mostly wooded,
hilly areas. The terrain reminds me of the Tunnel Hill Trail in
southern Illinois, a very attractive, scenic destination where
the trail cuts through hills. Rock Island will offer a much
different scenic experience than the Katy.

Finally, should Missouri choose to forfeit this asset and
transfer the property to nearby individual landowners, we
would forever lose what could be a beautiful addition to
Missouri's outdoors mix. The towns along the trail would miss

out on the economic benefits now enjoyed in Boonville,
Rocheport, Hermann, Augusta and others. Please do not turn
down this opportunity.

Again, for the sake of our future in Missouri, [ urge Missouri
and the DNR to proceed with developing the Rock Island
Trail.

I would be extremely disappointed with those sitting in
Jefferson City for passing on this opportunity. Think about all
of the small towns that will have an economic impact due to
the trail. The Katy Trail has done amazing things for the
communities along the trail, as well as bring visitors from all
over the world to Missouri. I'm tired of those in Jefferson City
doing more for their own interests thaen what the people are
wanting done. Missouri citizens have LONG been supporters
of State Parks and it's time our ELECTED officials make
decisions based on what Missourians are wanting!

This only makes sense. Allow development, and work toward
getting actual developers. The land is a gift. Bikers from all
over the world would come, small towns would flurish,
increase MO travel & commerce.

Why not?

Adding the Rock Island Trail to the Missouri trail system
would increase the accessibility for pedestrians and bicyclist.
Statistics I've seen, show that improving places for people to
walk and especially ride bicycles, brings in more revenue to
those places. This would greatly improve tourism in all areas
that connect to the new trails. I have friends who bicycle from
KC to Jefferson City and back. As trails improve, many more
people would be riding through the entire state to see and use
our trails system.

My family and I love riding and running the Katy trail. An
addition trail would be wonderful! Gets the family out of the
house and is always fun!

I'm an a joining land owner . cdl holder that has traveled a
large number of mo. roads that are in bad need of repair
.causing me back problems .not to say how un safe they are.
the rock island trail project is an invasion of privacy and
liability concerns to a joining land owners. our tax dollars
need to be spent to benefit all mo. people . roads/schools/
needy/ seniors / not 1 or 2 percent of pop. that wants a trail to
use probably less than 6 months a year..

Please don't are the trail.

I am a property owner with potential to put a business along
the trail. [ believe the trail is a great asset to Missouri. I have
spoke to people from other countries that come here to ride
bicycles. Trails are a cross-state welcome mat for our
communities.

Please accept the Rock Island Trail!

I support the Rock Island Trail Project! Cycling (as well as
other recreation) is good for the communities it touches and
connects as well as for the people who use it.



This would be amazing. To have a trail like nowhere else in
the world right here in our back yard. Would be a great
bonding adventure to plan a ride on the entire loop camping
out and staying at hotels in cool little towns along the way.
Less serious riders could plan smaller day trips but would still
benefit from the improvements made along the trail made
possible by increased traffic. Smaller restaurants like Turners
Cafe in Hartsburg MO may have better luck staying in
business instead of changing names all the time and business
may pick up enough to expand hours to 5 days a week.
Previously there was a big bike race in Jefferson City that
brought cyclist from all over in town. It was a huge event. One
year some of the higher ups put a halt on it and they never
showed an interest in coming back and Jeff City lost.

It would be a shame if this didn't go through over some
litigation nonsense.

I am in favor of the development of the Rock Island Trail
Project moving forward with the help of DNR. A dormant rail
system in a community provides little benefit. The trail project
that would run through the city of Owensville would be a
benefit for the health of this community.

I do not know the details of the Interim Trail Use Agreement,
but I am trusting those more informed to have done their due
diligence.

I am wondering how the trail is monitored in high traffic
areas, like within a city's limits, that would prevent the trail
from becoming a place where bullying and other unwanted
behavior could occur without being noticed. I'm sure this has
been discussed in the other trail projects, but I was just
wondering.

Please accept the Rock Island Trail.

Please, as a small town business owner in Chilhowee I beg of
you to continue to expand the Rock Island Trail. I can't begin
to tell you what the trail has done to boost my sales with the
spur being open. If it weren't these people would have no
reason to shop at my store. Thus trail could potentially be a
single handed saving grace to my struggling small community.
Opening the other 144 miles would draw even more cyclists to
our wonderful town. Why would we not want to increase
Missouri tourism? It benifits us all, state, county and city sales
tax alone, not to mention the boost to the small business
community. This decision to me is simple, plan for the future
and this trail would be a long term gain for us all!

Please accept the Rock Island Trail.

Please accept the Rock Island Trail.

Trails are a huge draw to Missouri recreation and would be a
great asset to develop the Rock Island trail. Please follow
through on this great opportunity for Missouri !

Of course the state should accept this corridor and develop a
multi-use trail. I'd ride on it.

Yes! Please accept the Rock Island Trail project! It will be
great for the state and it's citizens.

Please go forward with the Rock Island Trail Project. It will
promote tourism (as does the KATY Trail, and give thousands
of cyclists a safe place to ride.

Developing The Rock Island corridor into a cross state trail
would have two significant long term benefits to the State of
Missouri: 1/ expanded opportunities for recreation and health
benefit for residents o Missouri; and 2/ much like the KATY
Trail has and continues to do, draw the kinds of visitors and
tourists from others states and countries who will help support
the State's economy.

Please accept the Rock Island trail. My family use our current
Missouri trails and look forward to this one.

Please accept the rail corridor!! This is important to our state
economy, especially the small towns along the route.

Please accept the Rock Island Trail.

Please accept the rock island trail project

Please accept the Rock Island Trail. My husband and my
friends are frequent riders and walkers of the Katy Trail and
would love to see this extension that is closer to home.

Please accept the Rock Island Trail

Please support the Rock Island Trail. Our state will benefit for
generations to come from the businesses created and the
improved health of our citizens.

I urge you to accept the Rock Island Trail Project. This will be
a wonderful addition to our state parks.

A bicycle and pedestrian trail is by far the best use of this
property and therefore the ITUA should be signed.

The Rock Island corridor needs to be a state park trail or some
form of high speed transit across Missouri.

I think the Rock Island Trail could be a significant asset for
the state of Missouri. I hope the project will continue, and that
the Rock Island corridor will be turned into a park not unlike
the Katy Trail.

Accept the Rock Island and make Missouri a destination ride
for cyclist. The Katy Trail has proven to be an economic and
recreational success for Missouri and the the communities
along the Katy. The Rock Island can provide the same benefits
for the communities along the trail. Make the right decision
and accept the Rock Island.

Please accept the Rock Island Trail. I think the Rock Island
Trail would be a wonderful asset to the State of Missouri
drawing thousands of visitors to the State.

Please accept the Rock Island Trail. The Rock Island Trail is a
wonderful treasure for families of Missouri!

Please allocate! So many small towns will benefit!!



This trail would bring bicyclists to our state and enhance the
lives he of many Missourians. Please accept the Rock Island
trail

Please Accept the Rock Island Trail. This is a fantastic
opportunity. My husband and I have completed the entire
KATY on our bikes. It was a wonderful experience. All the
towns along the corridor benefit from trail users. It's a great
economic boost. Plus, being outside is wise and good.
PLEASE ACCEPT THE ROCK ISLAND TRAIL

To quote some past presidents of our great nation:

“The spiritual uplift, the goodwill, cheerfulness and optimism
that accompanies every expedition to the outdoors is the
peculiar spirit that our people need in times of suspicion and
doubt...No other organized joy has values comparable to the
outdoor experience.” Herbert Hoover

“...we must strike a balance so that the protection of our
irreplaceable heritage becomes as important as its use. The
price of economic growth need not and will not be
deterioration in the quality of our lives and our surroundings.”
Richard Nixon

“If we’ve learned any lessons during the past few decades,
perhaps the most important is that preservation of our
environment is not a partisan challenge; it’s common sense.
Our physical health, our social happiness, and our economic
well-being will be sustained only by all of us working in
partnership as thoughtful, effective stewards of our natural
resources.” Ronald Reagan

“We must not only protect the countryside and save it from
destruction, we must restore what has been destroyed and
salvage the beauty and charm of our cities ... Once our natural
splendor is destroyed, it can never be recaptured. And once
man can no longer walk with beauty or wonder at nature, his
spirit will wither and his sustenance be wasted.” Lyndon B.
Johnson

Please accept the Rock Island Trail Project and approve the
Interim Trail Use Agreement.

Please accept the Rock Island Trail.

Please accept the Rock Island trail.

This would be good for Missouri and good for the small towns
along it's path! I support entering into this agreement!

I strongly support the Rock Island Trail and hope you will
support the Rock Island Trail and accept the Rock Island
corridor from Ameren later this year.

Please accept the Rock Island Trail!

The State, in the person of Governor Greitens, should accept
the generous gift from the railroad and develop the trail. The
new recreational corridor will be a tremendous resource and
an asset for all Missourians.

This is an important opportunity to promote nature and get
families out of the cities and discover via trails. Please enter in
this agreement.

I rode on the Rock Island Trail in May and loved it. It is a
welcome addition to the Katy Trail. We stayed in Windsor and
the folks there use the trail for their own benefit. I believe it
helps the local economy and is a state park to be proud of. The
friendly folks in Windsor embrace the trail and I believe we
should help support the local economy. Please don't pass up
on the opportunity to expand the trail.

I have ridden the full length of the Katy Trail many times as
well as many day trips with my family when [ was young. It
was a wonderful way to see and experience the state of my
birth. Although I would love to see more passenger trains
crossing, adding the Rock Island Railroad corridor to
Missouri's trails would a wonderful addition. The economic
benefits are great; I wish I lived along the either the Katy or
Rock Island. When riding the full length of the Katy the one
issue I had always had was the logistical issue of having to get
back to the other side of the state. By creating a big loop, the
State would create a a very enticing opportunity found no
where else in the country.

I would like to see the Rock Island Trail Project move
forward.

Please PLEASE accept the land gift and implement the trail.
I'm not even on the same side of the state as where this trail
will be, but | KNOW the long-term positive impacts of trails
on our society.

[ urge the Governor to support expansion of the Missouri trail
system. The recreational and health value of the trails is
tremendous. Personally, I have ridden the entire Katy trail
ending my journey in St. Charles. You can be sure the event
generated tourism dollars for Missouri and a great fitness
experience for me. Please add new trail options at Windsor!

I think this is very important for Missouri and their residents. I
support this fully

Please accept the Rock Island Trail.
Please do the right thing and accept the Rock Island land
donation

Please accept the Rock Island Trail.

Please accept the Rock Island Trail. My wife and I bike on the
Katy and Rock Island now and are eagerly anticipating the
addition.

As acyclist, I love living in Missouri. The beautiful sites that
you can see while biking are breathtaking and I can honestly
say that [ am so thankful for the trails in this state. I love using
the Katy Trail, but more Trail opportunities will draw cyclists
and walkers to areas. It will be a great deal of help to local
economies along the trail and it will encourage a more healthy
Missouri. I know that I would absolutely use this new Trail for
recreation.

Another trail like the Katy trail will be a valuable addition to
the state park system. Please accept the Rock Island Trail



Please accept the Rock Island Trail
Please except this rail corridor and continue the Rails to Trails
thing. These trails are awesome.

Please accept the rock ialand trail

We need this trail. Help!

I support the interim Rock Island Trail Project. I am a resident
of Lees Summit MO and would use the trail frequently for
safe exercise. The number of pedestrians and bike riders
injured in vehicle accidents in Missouri are amoung the
highest in the country. The ability for bikes to ride off the
roads should be enough to support adoption of the trails. The
health benefits and revenue generated would also be additional
reasons to support the adoption of this additional state park.
Please build this trail. More places for people to ride bikes is a
good thing. I recently rode the Katy trail, which I have done
for the past 20 years. The difference in development/growth
along that trail in that time is significant. More restaurants, b
& bs, etc.

Please do not use my email or phone number to put it in some
contact list. If you wish to contact me directly about this
particular issue, feel free, but I do not want extra contact about
other issues non-biking related as a result. thanks.

It will draw more people in the towns along the trail and
improve economic growth, like Katy trail did in its time.
What a great new economic resource for Missouri ! Yes, we
should definitely accept the Rock Island Trail.... the KATY
trail has been a huge economic boom for Missouri and this
addition just makes it a bit sweeter !

Please accept Ameren's gift of 144 miles of Rock Island trail
on behalf of our state. This is a unique opportunity that will
bring improved recreation opportunities and create new
tourism business.

Please accept the Rock Island Trail. This would be a great
asset to Missouri.

Trails like this are a public asset -- they provide opportunities
for citizens and visitors to see the state, to enjoy nature and to
improve health. You only need to visit the Katy Trail to see
how many people utilize these trails--it's not unusual to pass
hundreds of people each way on a nice day.

Please accept and develop the additional 144 miles of the
Rock Island Trail.

Please accept the Rock Island Trail. Many people comment on
the KATY and how it helps the area communities with
awareness and tourism dollars.

This is a great idea and a real asset for the people of Missouri.
Do not pass up this great opportunity.

Please accept the Rock Island Trail. MO is truly growing as a
destination state and gaining a reputation for its trails and push

toward outdoor life. Adding yet another fantastic feature can
only benefit MO, its residents, and its visitors. Thank you.
The Rock Island a Trail will be a huge asset to the people of
Missouri. Please accept the donation

Please accept the rock island trail.

Please continue to develop and support expansion of the Rock
Island Trail Project as a vital part of Missouri's commitment to
health, fitness and recreation. thank you.

Please approve agreement for establishment of Rock Island
Trail.

When we visit other states we love to explore the bike trails
there and spend our tourism dollars in other states. If we had
another cross state bike trail we would be spending more time
in Mo exploring our own state. We spend tons of time on the
Katy Trail and have biked it end to end a couple of times and
then other parts but would love another trail to explore.

I am in favor of the new trail. Any money spent developing
the trail will be good for Missouri's economy.

This is a rare chance to positively impact the economic
development opportunities for Missouri. Please don't screw it
up.

Please go for it! I would use this trail.

Please accept this corridor and develop the rock island trail.
Thank you.

This is so important for all residents of Missouri. It will
provide both a source of income and physical activity, a
perfect combination. Please help all Missourians improve
themselves.

Please complete the Rock Island Trail! Missouri needs to say
yes to these recreational opportunities because they make
sense. They're good for Missourians, they're good for tourism,
and they're good for our lands. Nothing else teaches people
about the importance of our watersheds and natural resources
like the connections we make when we are enjoying the
outdoors. Lead by example and show that our state sees these
as a priority.

I support the development of the Rock Island Trail. This
would be a wonderful thing for Missouri, say YES!

Please accept the Rock Island Trail.

I fully support the DNR accepting the Rock Island corridor for
conversion into a recreational trail. This will be great asset for
Missouri as it will bring tourism dollars and can help improve
the overall health of our citizens.

Don't be short-sighted, get the Rock Island Trail done!

Please accept the Rock Island Trail.



Great idea. Please do this.

Please accept the proposed Rock Island Trail. This is a great
gift that must be taken advantage of.

144.3 mile recreational trail,nothing short of awesome! This
needs to happen!

I support the acquisition of land for the Rock Island Trail. Our
state would greatly benefit by the increase of tourism.
Missouri small towns need this.

Please accept the Rock Island Trail. The River Des Peres
Greenway Trail (nearly completed), in which I use it for a
bicycle ride and not far from where I live, has made my life
richer. Just a few days ago I saw a Bald Eagle, Red-tailed
Hawk, and a Mississippi Kite while riding this trail. Without a
doubt, I know that the Rock Island Trail will add enrichment
to the lives of Missourians. Don't let this opportunity pass.
This is wonderful opportunity to further the development of
the Missouri Trail system. Missourians need more access to
safe places in which to hike/bike. with more people on cell
phones our road ways are not safe even if we are to "share the
road". The Katy Trail is a awesome example of the success the
rails to trails can provide not only our citizens but attract
people from all around. I have visited with people from other
states and even other countries who have use the Katy trail.
This opportunity can not be passed up.

The trail would be a great addition to a thriving biking
community. We could really use your support. Thank you.

Would love to see this addition to the State of Missouri!

Please approve the Rock Island Trail Project!

Please accept the Rock Island Trail. This is a great way to
reduce cycling on streets, encourage healthy lifestyles, and
bring money to local business.

The State of Missouri should absolutely accept the Rock
Island rail corridor into the State Park system for use as a trail
in the future. To do otherwise would be extremely short
sighted.

Please accept the Rock Island Trail.

I think that the state has been granted an opportunity to be
progressive and improve the lives of many Missourians
through the development of the Rock Island Trail. The fact
that the land itself has been donated to the state takes away
one of the biggest hurdles in a project like this.With some
funding and a little bit of effort, the state of Missouri has a
chance to provide greater livability and offer residents
improved outdoors-type offerings. For the towns along the
Rock Island Corridor - this is a chance to enhance healthy
lifestyles, as a trail of this magnitude going through towns that
didn't have something like this before will surely entice
residents to get out and walk, bike, and take advantage of the
opportunity at hand. It's also a way to get rid of an eyesore in

all the towns along the corridor, replacing grown-over train
tracks with a new trail.

In a state that has towns that have already taken strides to
improve the lives of residents (i.e. the "Healthy Nevada")
project, I believe there are endless possibilities to enhance
Missourian's lives with this trail. I can foresee 5ks, bike races,
walkathons, etc. coming about because of the development of
the trail and to me, that is well worth the cost.

Please do accept this amazing gift to the State of Missouri!
You only have to look at the popularity of the MKT Trail and
how the tiny towns along it have prospered to know this is
absolutely a win for the state's economy and the health of its
citizens. Tourism is an even more important contributor to the
financial health of a state today. Don't miss this opportunity!
The Rock Island Trail, like the KATY, would be a huge tourist
draw attracting cyclists from around the world. As a
warmshowers host I have hosted guests from China, South
Korea and New Zealand not to mention several others around
the US. They all came through Missouri because of the
KATY. Not to complete the Rock Island Trail would be a
huge mistake.

I strongly endorse the proposed Rock Island Trail. I'm a native
Missourian, a cyclist, and a railbuff so the trail would be an
obvious draw for me. I have spent many, many hours on the
Katy trail. The proposed trail would benefit the state as a
whole. Tourism along the Hwy 50 corridor would increase.
And, for a state trying to attract businesses and a skilled
workforce, outdoor recreational opportunities are a selling
point. Whenever I travel out of of state, I always mention the
Katy trail as one of Missouri's big attractions.

Please accept the Rock Island Trail.

I'm all for another long trail. I utilize the Katy Trail all the
time and really enjoy not having to compete with cars and
trucks when I want to go for a long bike ride. When I was
younger I didn't mind riding the streets but now that I'm older
I really enjoy a long relaxing bide ride without worrying about
getting run over by a truck. Also, I there are economic
advantages to consider when these types of trails are set up. |
have met a number of people who have come to Missouri from
California, Nevada and other places just to ride the Katy Trail.
They indicate that they don't have anything like it where they
come from.

Bicycle trails along former right-of-ways provide a safe and
pleasant to ride longer distances with reduced danger to riders
and others. Like any park, there will be expenses associated
with development and maintance. However, the opportunity to
obtain the trail without cost is a tremendous benefit even if the
development can not be done immediately. I am in favor of
accepting this gift and making financial allocations for it's
develop.

Please accept the Rock Island extension

"Please accept the Rock Island Trail."

Please accept the Rock Island Trail.



Please accept the Rock Island Trail!

Please give Missouri (and out of state) trail users more
incentive. As the Katy has been, so shall the Rock Island trail
be a boon for the small towns in its path. Having more options
will bring more people to Missouri as well as Missourians,
along with their wallets.

Thank you,

avid trail user, bike rider, hiker.

Please accept the Rock Island Trail
Considering the success of the KATY trail, please enter and
agree to the Rock Island Trail Project.

Please build this trail. Trials give the community a great way
to experience nature and provide physical fitness. I've ridden
most of the katy trail and have even used it to travel between
August and St. Charles on nice days. The trail could bring
people to small towns that they otherwise wouldn't visit. I
can't wait for my son to be a bit older and ride with me

Please work to develop this trail! Thanks.

Anything that you can do to improve alternative transportation
and boost outdoor experience should be undertaken. The Katy
Trail is an amazing amenity for Missouri; the Rock Island
Trail Project would bolster this amenity and draw in more
people to make the loop.

This opportunity rarely comes along and other states don't
have anything like this opportunity - please take it while it's
available!!!!

The Rock Island Trail has the potential to be more successful
than the KATY Trail. The economic impact of the KATY to
the State and communities along its path are indisputable.
Creating this recreational opportunity makes good sense for
our State.

Please accept the Rock Island Trail.

I strongly urge Governor Greitens, the State of Missouri and
MO DNR to complete the last remaining section of the KATY
trail across the state of Missouri by entering into the trail use
agreement generously afforded to all Missourians by Ameren.
The KATY trail is a wonderful asset to our state. It attracts
millions of dollars in tourism money and the completion of the
trail across the entire state will doubtless significantly add to
those tourist dollars. Please think long term rather than in short
term budgetary terms.

Please approve the Rock Island Trail project. I did the Katie
trail and it was one of the BEST experiences I have ever had
on a bicycle. The Rock Island trail is another reason to get
people to the state and allow for all ages to enjoy the beauty
that Missouri has to offer.

To me the Rock Island Trail will be a wonderful way to
experience and enjoy our state and will be an economic
benefit. The Katy trail currently is an international attraction.

With the addition of the Rock Island and the possibility of the
two trails forming a loop the attractiveness will increase
perhaps exponentially. I see this as a way of drawing visitors
to our state and with them an increase in the economic vitality
of the region.

Please accept the Rock Island Trail. Help to revitalize our city.

Please accepted the Rock Island Trail. Wonderful recreation.

Please accept the Rock Island Trail!

Governor Greitens, Please support the development of this
trail which will benefit so many Missouri citizens. Thank you.
I sincerely hope that DNR will enter into this agreement. We
need more outdoor spaces for people to exercise and practice
healthy lifestyles. This would be a great addition to our
outdoor areas in Missouri.

I love the Katy Trail and since I have been riding it with the
DNR sponsored ride every year for well over 20 years I know
how popular it is country wide. It brings a lot of tourism
dollars to our state. I would love another cross state option!
And I have to believe it would bring even more tourism to our
state. Please move forward on this trail use agreement!

I think this trail would be a great addition for Missouri. The
costs are low and the benefits are high. This is a trail that I
would certainly use myself.

I look forward to the conversion of the rail corridor into the
Rock Island Trail, not only because I'm a bicyclist, but for the
economic benefits such a trail can bring to the area.

Please accept the Rock Island Trail. This is a fantastic
opportunity.

I am a resident of St Louis MO (63110). I strongly support the
Rock Island Trail and hope you will support the Rock Island
Trail and accept the Rock Island corridor from Ameren later
this year.

Dear Governor Grietens,

I strongly encourage you to except the gift of the Rock Island
Trail. The tourism dollars that will be generated will help the
struggling State budget.

With the utmost respect and gratitude,

63131

I think the Rock Island Trail Project would be a great resource
for Missouri. Not only would it have a positive economic
impact but it would also be a positive influence to the health
of Missourians. With so many distracted auto drivers on the
road, people need a safe place to walk, run, and ride bicycles.
This would provide another place to do that. Therefore I think
it is a "no brainer" that Missouri should accept this gift from
Ameren.



Please accept the Rock Island Trail Project. This will be an
invaluable addition to the state's trail system and extend use
opportunities to many more Missouri citizens.

I would love to see us continue to extend the Katy Trail. My
oldest daughter and I rode the entire trail (237.7 miles) when
she was 12 years old! My middle daughter wants to do the
same and was looking forward to extending the ride using the
Rock Island Trail. Outdoor activities, parks, and recreation
should be a top priority in Missouri.

As a resident of metro Kansas City, I currently utilize several
of Missouri's bike trails, and have done several overnight rides
staying in B &B's along the trails. I have also organizes group
trail rides including lunch stops and shopping. I think the Rock
Island Railroad corridor expansion would be a great addition
to the Missouri's bike trail system and tourism attractions for
the state.

Please accept the rock island trail project

Development of the Rock Island Trail Project will not only
provide significant recreational opportunities, but it will also
enhance economic development opportunities along the trail
corridor similar to those along the existing Katy Trail. [ urge
you to proceed with doin the trail use areement with the
Missouri Central Railroad to make the Rock Island Trail
become a reality. Thank you.

as cycling destination worldwide. Great tourist draw and life
giving to neglected rural communities. Rock Island trail will

Please support the trail. It is a valuable resource

Please accept the trail!!!!

It is critical for Pleasant Hill to see a continuation of the
progress on the Rock Island Trail. As a key component of our
economic development plans, we urge acceptance of any
donated land and further expansion of this critical tool for our
cities development.

Our trails in Missouri contribute to a great quality of living for
families, and I wholeheartedly support this developmnent!!
Please accept the Rock Island Trail!

Please accept the Rock Island Trail.

Yes, please accept this trail! The existing Katy Trail is a
terrific draw for recreational tourists and we love driving to
mid-Missouri to ride. Another trail option would be
welcomed!

Please accept the Rock Island Trail.

Dear Govenor, (doubt you will read this personally but....)

I have been an avid trail bicyclist for many years. My sister
and I spent a week of our summer to ride the entire KATY
TRAIL one year. The planning and training was extremely
fun. We had to plan out how many miles we felt we could do

each day, what the weather might be, cost, what to pack and
carry with us, what repair equipment we would need. I can't
explain what an adventure we had planning and riding our
vacation. Each year we research where we can go next. We
have visited South Dakota (the Mickeison Trail), Wisconsin
(the Bike Four Trails), lowa (Raccoon River Valley Trail) and
several others that were not quite that long but more so
weekend trips. Keep in mind she is in her 50s and I am in my
60s. We have so much fun laughing and experiencing
unknown countryside. Please Please consider promoting the
addition of the ROCK ISLAND TRAIL in Missouri.

Our small towns throughout MO are special and could benefit
from tourists and site seekers that would be drawn to this
trail/path. I believe this will be a great thing for the people of
MO! Please accept the Rock Island Trail.

There is no better use for the rock island railroad corridor. I
can't wait to ride this trail.

Please accept the Rock Island Trail. Many friends and I have
come from another state to ride the Katy Trail and it brings so
much tourism to Missouri.

Please except the Rock Island Trail
Please Complete the Trail..
thanks

Please accept the Rock Island Trail. What a wonderful
resource for Missouri!

Even more than the promise of a great trail to ride on, |
believe that this is an opportunity for Missouri and it's small
towns which are constantly under the threat of time. This
would be an opportunity to help preserve Missouri's history as
well as breathe life into the small towns along this trail
system. Please proceed with the Rock Island Trail Project
Please accept the Rock Island Trail.

This is a great opportunity for Missouri. Existing trails like the
Katy are widely used, family-friendly, and benefit rural
communities along the trail. Developing this trail is a good
investment for Missouri, which will provide dividends for
generations.

Please accept the Rock Island Trail.

Please develope the Rock Island Trail.

Please accept the Rock Island Trail!

Please accept the Rock Island Trail. It is a great opportunity
for families to spend time together and enjoy the great
outdoors as opposed to sitting in front of a screen and not
speaking to each other. It is also so nice to have access to the
trail system somewhat close by rather than having to drive
over an hour to begin a bike ride.

Please accept the Rock Island Trail



Please accept the Rock Island Trail. It will become part and
parcel with the Katy Trail, Missouri's national treasure.

Please accept the Rock Island Trail.

Please accept this wonderful gift to the tax-payers of Missouri.
Deals like this are so rare.

Gov please support the trail project, it would be a very
valuable asset to our State and increase the many out state
tourist attracted to Missouri

Just see what great credit KATY has proved to be

Please accept the Rock Island Trail.

Yes! Please proceed

Please accept the Rock Island Trail. It will be a tremendous
asset to the state of Missouri.

The trail is a major asset for economic activity along its length
and [ urge the Governor to accept and improve it for biking
and hiking use.

I favor such an addition. I am a Kansans who occasionally
uses the Katy Trail on bike rides. While in Missouri I spend
money for many items so it would make sense for the people
of your state to encourage this. I wish there were more quality
trails in Kansas.

YES YES YES - it is important for our STATE of Missouri!!!
AND the residents in our STATE of Missouri - AND for
visitors TO our STATE of Missouri!!!

Please accept the Rock Island Trail.

I'm very excited to hear about the prospect of the development
of the Rock Island Trail Project. I look forward to riding and
using this new trail.

I think DNR should definitely do this. My family and friends
have enjoyed many trips to the KATY trail and this would be
a great addition to the Missouri park system. Not only would
this trail provide great recreational opportunities through a
beautiful part of the state, | have seen very clearly how this
type of park has brought economic energy to towns along the
KATY trail. Please accept this land and add it to the park/trail
system. It will be a win for everyone, land owners, businesses,
tourists and Missouri residents. Thank you.

Please complete the project. Recreational benefits are
countless... Tourism dollars DEFINITELY. Construction costs
minimal.... No downside...

Please accept the gift of the Rock Island Trail. Missouri is
becoming a destination for cyclists because of our trails. The
addition of the Rock Island Trail will be a boon to local
communities and further enhance Missouri's reputation as a
cycling destination.

Please accept the Rock Island Trail.

Please accept the Rock Island Trail.

Please accept the gift of the Rock Island Trail for the people of
the state of Missouri

Please accept the Rock Island Trail.

As someone who biked hundreds of miles on the Katy and
Rock Island Trail this year, I am a strong supporter of safe
cycling alternatives in addition to the health benefits from
walking/riding the trail. Furthermore, I believe the trail
promotes Missouri's history, provides access to smaller towns
that may go undiscovered even by long-time Missouri
residents, and offers a unique experience that attracts tourism
from outside the state.

Please Accept the Rock Island Trail!

This recreational trail will promote health and well-being for
the people of Missouri. This trail will attract tourist from out
of state to enjoy Missouri wild life as well. The need for trails
is in excess due to the need for people to explore new things.
As an avid mountain biker I personally would greatly benefit
from a trail of this standard and at the same time so would the
entire state. Please consider the Rock Island Trail Projecr.
Thanks

Please accept the Rock Island Trail

Please accept the Rock Island Trail gift and project! I will love
it! And a Yes from my husband, too! Please and thank you!
Lets go for it and proceed to develop this trail.. If we give it up
now who knows what will happen to the ROW that may be
irreversible. At least with the trail many options remain for
other future uses or development!

Please

Accept the rock island trail????% [

Please accept the Rock Island Trail. It will be a valuable
addition to the state's tourism offerings.

Please accept the Rock Island Trail. The KATY trail is the
standard for rails-to-trails initiatives across the country. Please
consider this project favorably to add to the opportunities in
Missouri and the Midwest. Thank you.

Lieutenant Colonel, U.S. Army (Retired)

Missouri needs this trail to move forward and unlock its
tourism potential.

Trails are becoming a more safe transportation for all ages.
Roads for cycling, running, walking are few. Road cycling is
dangerous with drunken drivers, teenage drivers and the
amount of individuals texting. I am 70 years old and want to
continue cycling in a safe environment.

Agreement will provide an opportunity to develop a recreation
area accessible to the community and bringing tourism $$ to
the area and connect people to their community.



Please accept this generous offer and continue to improve the
quality and quantity of safe biking options in Missouri. My
wife and I, along with many friends are avid bicycle
enthusiasts and we appreciate the availability of safe trials and
places to ride. We regularly travel to Madison County Illinois
to utilize their dedicated trail system and having such a
resource in our own state would be invaluable. Make our state
more attractive to bike tourists from within and beyond the
state boundaries. This is an opportunity that should not be
passed up.

Please accept the Trail Project. Wonderful reclaimenation of
land for recreational use and an asset to the state.

Yes, me and my family and friends love having safe trails to
ride, walk, and jog on!

I am in favor of this project. This is a priceless recreational
resource for the state of Missouri. I have ridden the Katy from
end to end several times and look forward to riding the new
trail.

Please accept the new land and continue to develop the Rock
Island Trail.

Please accept the Rock Island Trail project!

These trails are greatly beneficial to the local economies and
society in general. Please enter into this agreement.

Please accept the trail! what a benefit to the state and to
tourism.

By all means Governor Greitens, you should except the land
and help see that the Rock Island Trail is completed.

I hope that DNR will enter into an agreement with Missouri
Central Railroad to develop the Rock Island Trail Project. The
Katy Trail has been wonderful for Missouri tourism, and the
addition of the Rock Island Trail will mean even more
national recognition.

Please accept the Rock Island Trail.

I think developing another recreational trail would be a great
addition to MO parks. I would love to have this in Missouri.
Please accept this generous offer and continue to improve the
quality and quantity of safe biking options in Missouri. My
wife and I, along with many friends are avid bicycle
enthusiasts and we appreciate the availability of safe trials and
places to ride. We regularly travel to Madison County Illinois
to utilize their dedicated trail system and having such a
resource in our own state would be invaluable. Make our state
more attractive to bike tourists from within and beyond the
state boundaries. This is an opportunity that should not be
passed up.

As a Lee's summit resident, registered republican, and
bicyclist, please move forward with the bike trail proposal.
Cycling promotes fitness and bike trails also serve as mini
conservation areas. I highly support this effort and hope you

will see the advantages of this trail for Missourians and the
region.
Thank you in advance...

I believe this corridor would provide users with additional
biking options to combine this with the Katy Trail to make the
region a greater biking destination.

Please accept the Rock Island Trail!

I think a Rock Island Trail for bicycle and other pedestrian use
would be a significant benefit to the state of Missouri. My
family would definitely use it and the nearby businesses that
could/would support trail users. Thank you for building the
foundation for healthy lifestyles and activities in Missouri.

Please accept the rock island trail

Please accept the land with which to expand the already
excellent network of bicycle trails through Missouri. The
expansion will add to the state's already excellent reputation as
a bikepacking destination.

I hope you will develop this Rock Island Trail project. It
would be used for generations!!

Please accept the Rock Island Trail - thank you!

Please accept the trail agreement.

Please accept the Rock Island Trail!

Please accept the Rock Island Trail.

Do it. This is good for Missouri!

Trail projects like this one are pricey, to be sure, but they are
key investments in our state's tourism value, public health, and
livability. If you want to make Missouri a place where
successful business want to grow, and middle-class, self-
sufficient folks want to settle, then amenities like the Rock
Island trail are a piece of the puzzle. Opportunities to do rails-
to-trails conversions only come once. If the right of way
disappears, then the state's not going to get another chance.
Please support this project.

Please accept the Rock Island Trail. It would be a great
addition to our state .

This trail project, even though the salvage is not yet complete,
has already had a major impact on my hometown of
Owensville. My community has been very excited about the
trail coming through town, and it has already boosted the
economy, before even being built! Owensville is not a very
big town, but it is one of the bigger ones along the Rock Island
Corridor, and therefore has the potential to create the most tax
revenue for the state from this project. My town has been a
quiet town with a new business here or there every few years,
but since the announcement of the trail project, there are at
least four new restaurants planned, a new library, and several
new businesses along Main Street, which is about a block



away from the rail line, and these businesses have all been
announced within the last few months! And there have been
talks about other needed businesses for when the trail is
finished, like a bike repair shop, a hotel or bed and breakfast,
and several more, continuing to boost tax revenue and lower
unemployment. The trail will also create a safe way for kids to
walk or ride their bikes to school, and although this has been
talked about a lot already for kids in the town of Owensville,
the trail could serve the same purpose for those that live
outside of town or even those that live in Rosebud. I believe it
is in the best interest for Owwnsville, the State of Missouri,
and every other small town along the trail that the DNR to
enter into an Interim Trail Use Agreement. Thank you.
Taxpayer money should not be used for this project, let the
users pay the full amount for development and maintenance.
The smaller towns along the route, with limited budgets that
are already stretched to the breaking point cannot afford to
develop and maintain this project through their city limits.
Landowners whose property fronts the abandoned railway
should have the property returned to them, it was originally
taken for use as a railroad, there is no railroad anymore. These
property owners should not have to deal with the mess,
trespassers, and almost certain drug activity along the most
secluded parts of the trail. If this is such a popular and viable
project let private money finance it, maintain it, and police it,
leave the already overburdened taxpayer out of it.

I ride the KATY trail a good deal out of St. Charles and would
love another option to see more of our beautiful state.

We always talk that people should get out and exercise more
and we should cut our gasoline usage..... we need more trails
like this one to help us have more options.

Why would we not want this?? The tourism it will bring just
to mention one positive , and you know Mo. Doesn't have
mountains or an ocean to bring tourism in, so let's shine with
what we do have!! I personally have travelled to several other
states to ride their bike trails, though none compare to the
Katy Trail, but point being...hotel, restrauant, gas, and all the
little towns we stopped in, stayed and ate in, all benefitted
from our visit!

And I have been able to get several people interested in bike
riding through the trails who were not

Very active are not getting out and riding!

Don't let this opportunity pass us by!

Thank You

Please accept the Rock Island Trail.

Please allow the Rock Island Trail Project to move forward.
The rock island trails is a great boon to missouri - helping
keep our tourism industry alive, keeping people outside doing
healthy things.

More trails the better. Good for the body and mind makes for a
good quality of life!

Please accept the Rock Island Trail

I support developing the Rock Island Trail!

Greetings,. We live in Topeka and we have spent several long
weekends cycling on the Katy Trail. It is a beautiful showcase
for your state. We hope that your administration will support
the Rock Island Trail, as that too would be a wonderful
destination and an great resource for your state. Please support
the Rock Island Trail. Sincerely. h, Topeka,
Kansas

Please accept the Rock Island Trail.

The Rock Island Trail would be a wonderful addition and
natural asset for the State of Missouri. Please accept the Rock
Island Trail.

Thank you.

Please accept the Rock Island Trai. This will be another great
resource for our state.

The use and value that the Katy trail is giving to the
communities keeps growing year after year. The Katy is even
getting annoyingly crowded in some places. Bike in breweries
and resturants are booming.

I can not imagine a valid reason not to give other Missouri
communities a chance to cash in on this. A second choice
would also take pressure off the Katy and make Missouri a
great travel destination.

This country needs more trails to encourage exercise and it
brings tourists to the state.

Please move ahead with this trail.

The larger the trail system, the further people will travel to
visit it and the longer they will stay. With the Katy Trail and
Rock Island Trail together, Missouri will have a trail system
that will be the envy of the world and that will bring travelers
from all over the world--even more than currently visit the
Katy Trail.

Please give serious consideration to doing the right thing and
adding to Missouri's future and accepting Ameren's generous
offer. My family, friends, and I have enjoyed the Katy Trail
for the last 25 years and look forward to riding from KC to St.
Louis once it is completed.

One of the

Please follow through with this project. My family and I travel
all over the country to ride our bikes on the rails to trails
systems. We would love to be able to ride the Rock Island trail
system right here at home in Missouri which would bring
bicyclists and revenue from around the world to our state.
This trail would be a great use and feature to Missouri and it's
residents along with visitors. Make this happen!

With the number of people driving carelessly, we need more
trails similar to the Katy trail in order to promote healthier
lifestyles and to provide a safer alternative to our public roads
to ride/run on. This section should also give people another
reason to visit our great state, and for those of us who live in
the St. Louis area, reasons to visit some of our other smaller
towns. Please accept the Rock Island Trail.



Having a trail that leads from Kansas City to St Louis is a
great asset for Missouri. As cycling is growing everyday in
Missouri, it is important to have trails where cyclist can be
safe and out of the way of aggressive drivers on the road.
Please consider accepting the agreement in order to grow the
trail systems in Missouri and to keep bikers and drivers safe.

Please accept this - it would be wonderful for the state.

Please extend the Rock Island Trail. The Katy Trail and
extended parts draws much tourism, and provide opportunities
for tourists as well as residents to explore and know more
about their state. Let's finish this cycling and walking trail
across our beautiful state!

This is a great idea! The Katy Trail has been such a big boom
to areas that wouldn't normally get the amount of tourists that
they do now. We live in St. Charles and we ride the Katy
around here. My oldest daughter started asking more about the
trail, what it was like, where it started and if it was possible to
ride the entire trail. My wife and I looked at each other and
answered, "Yes it is possible. It will cost money for food and
hotels along the way though, so you will need to earn some
money to cover that." My daughter and our neighbor spent
nearly a year holding bake sales to earn money to ride the
entire Katy Trail. In the end they had raised nearly $1,000 and
inspired many people with their plans to ride the entire trail.
Over 4 days during Memorial Day weekend 2016, my Wife,
daughter (then 12), our neighbor and her daughter (also 12)
rode the entire 237.7 miles of Katy Trail while I supported
them along the way. They called themselves, Ladies on the
Katy. Along the way we ran into a cycling club called the
Landsharks. They helped us with their bikes along the way
and were very impressed with the girls' determination. Several
were talking among themselves, "If these two are doing the
trail at age 12, we should get to come with us next
time." In the year plus since the ride, we have remained in
contact with members of the Landsharks and congratulated
them in St. Charles this year as they completed another Katy
Trail ride over Memorial Day weekend.

While we were only on the Katy Trail for 4 days, that short
amount of time had an exponential impact on everybody
involved and those who we came into contact with: The year
of effort, work and focus put in by 11 year olds to raise funds.
The months of training in order to be physically prepared to
tackle the task. The will to keep going during long days in the
heat and trying to outrace a storm. The monumental amount of
dedication to wake up in the morning sore, tired, blistered and
rubbed raw and to get back on the bike for another full day of
riding. Not just once, but three times! The friendships that
were cemented during those long days and the new ones that
started. The inspiration that was passed on by 12 year olds
riding 237.7 miles. The inspiration that was received when
seeing who else was riding the entire trail-young, old, in
shape, out of shape, serious athletes, carefree retirees and
many 'normal’ people. The lifetime sense of achievement and
pride that came, not just from completing the 4 day ride, but
more importantly, the months of work and planning that went
into arriving at Windsor.

This Rock Island Trail Project is a wonderful and very rare
opportunity. If we were to let this slip away, it would rob

immeasurable amounts of joy, pride, pleasure and economic
benefit from the People of Missouri and beyond.

Please accept the Rock Island Trail! What a great project to
link up the Katy Trail with a trail that will cross the state from
St. Louis to Kansas City. Fun, recreation, exercise, and
tourism! Win, win, win!

I wholly support the Rock Island Trail project. It is in keeping
with the goals of encouraging tourism along the route as well
as promoting outdoor physical activity to combat obesity and
stress.

We have been riding the Katy Trail since its inception.

For the last 20 years we have been leading a group of 30
people on 4 and 5 day rides the length of the Katy Trail. The
number of people who come to Missouri to ride the Katy Trail
is unbelievable.

We strongly support acquiring and eventually developing the
Rock Island Trail. The prospect of being able to ride both
sides of the Missouri River in a loop will bring even more
people and provide more opportunities for economic
development in communities that really need it.

DO ACCEPT this agreement. And move FORWARD, not
backwards.

Encourage you to accept this generous gift!! I'm visiting from
CA and am enjoying the current trails.

Please acceit the Rock Island Trail.

Lee's Summit, MO

Please accept the rock island trail

Please accept the Rock Island Trail. I mean, why wouldn't
you?

Please accept the rock island trail

I am fully in support of DNR entering into the interim trail use
agreement with MCR for development of the Rock Island
Trail. I appreciate all efforts of DNR regarding this potential
project. Thank you.

Please accept the Rock Island Trail.

Please accept this gift! This would be a wonderful opportunity
to explore more of Missouri!

Please renovate our RR corridor to to family friendly green
space trail all can use. This makes great stewardship!

I believe that the continued development and opening of the
Rock Island Trail will be a good step for Missouri. I cycle
many miles around this state and meet many people who come
here from all over the country and from other countries to do
the Katy Trail. This expansion would economically benefit the
small communities along it with cycling tourism dollars, much
as it does towns like Augusta, St. Charles and Rocheport.
Upkeep of trails such as this are very minimum, and much of



the time, the users of the trails actually continually maintain
them by removing debris to keep them clean.

I support the Rock Island Trail. I have biked on many rails to
trails conversions and they add value to a state's economy
through increased tourism, preservation of natural resources
and associated economic development. Please support the
RITP.

Please accept the Rock Island Trail Project. These trails are
great for tourism and the local economy throughout the state
of Missouri.

Please accept the Rock Island Trail.

This trail will bring eco-friendly tourism to the state. It will
support small business in towns along the trail. It highlights a
beautiful part of the state. The benefits will bring economic
rewards to the state of Missouri.

Please accept the offer of Ameren to donate the right of way
for the new Rock Island Trail. I am a registered voter and and
Independent. I vote regularly and I have a long memory. Have
a nice day.

Please accept the Rock Island trail.

Please accept the Rock Island Trail. As a MO taxpayer, it is
something I fully support as being important to the economic
health of our state, and to the physical health of MO citizens.

Please accept the Rock Island Trail

[ use and enjoy many miles of the KATY trail and would use
this new section of the Rock Island trail. I am sure many
others will also use this new development. With the high costs
associated with health care and the chance to relatively
inexpensively create new opportunities for exercise to under-
served areas of the state this project has the potential to lower
state health care besides the creation of new recreational
facilities that will be close to many Missourians.

This is so good for Missouri. It is part of the glory of this state
and will help with MO tourism. Please accept this generous
gift.

Missouri is recognized across the nation and the world as a
fantastic place for outdoor recreation - particularly our first-
class state park system. As we've seen with the Katy Trail and
other large trail systems in the United States, they provide (1)
economic opportunities in both urban and rural areas, (2)
valuable community assets that attract residents and
businesses to our state, and (3) recreational opportunities that
support active and healthy lifestyles.

A rails-to-trails conversion of the Rock Island corridor is a
unique circumstance to provide a significant linear park
system that should not be overlooked by our state.
Communities have already begun preparing for connections to
the existing Rock Island and Katy Trail systems. For example,
Jackson County is currently designing a shared-use path of the
17-mile Rock Island corridor in the Kansas City area and
planning for future transit use as well.

I strongly support the proposed interim trail use agreement
that would advance the planning, design, and use of the Rock
Island corridor for multimodal uses.

This. Sounds. Awesome!!

Please accept the Rock Island rail donation

Please accept this trail. Similar projects in other states (like
Ohio) have made attractive tourist destinations.

The Rock Island Trail would be a great addition to the State
Park Service and an excellent economic stimulator for small
businesses. Please support the Rock Island Trail and accept
the gift from Ameren.

We welcome this for exercise and tourism. Safe off-road
biking Is important to me as I have MS and have issues that
make me nervous riding where vehicular traffic is present.

This would be a great idea for Mid-Missourians

I cannot fathom why the state would not accept the gift of the
land for the Rock Island Trail other than stupidity and
ignorance. By all measures, the Katy has been a resounding
success. In the years it's been around and which I've used it,
I've had the pleasure of meeting people who came FROM
OTHER COUNTRIES to ride the trail. People who ride spend
money. The Katy takes an area of the state which would have
limited economic possibilities and offers opportunity.

The Rock Island would do similar in an area that has even
more bleak economic opportunities since it lacks the winery
tourism aspects.

With all due respect, do not be foolish and waste this
opportunity. Step to the plate and create a legacy that respects
people and future generations.

I'm nearly 60 years old and have been an active cyclist, walker
and hiker for all of my life. I can tell you that EVERY
SINGLE TIME I see a trail go in, it gets used.

People get outside and exercise. This is a big plus for these
people's physical and mental well-being.

From my understanding, the Rock Island trail is being offered
as a gift to the state. Why would we not accept this? I do
understand that there are opening and maintenance costs
involved, but surely the benefits to our citizenry (and the
businesses that will benefit from the increased activities in the
area), these is a win-win for Missouri!

Please accept the rock island trail!!!

"Please accept the Rock Island Trail."

Please accept the Rock Island Trail!

The Rock Island Trail is a tremendous gift to the State of
Missouri. It should be accepted if the Governor truly cares
about job growth.

Please accept the Rock Island Trail!!! Thank you!!!

Please accept the Rock Island Trail



PLEASE accept the donation. Another trail in Missouri is
needed both for the people of the State and those who want to
visit. What a great way to see the parts of Missouri we don't
get to see driving a car.

Trails have been and will continue to be a major factor in
where I live and work. NW Arkansas is outdoing Missouri in
trail systems at the moment. This would be a great investment
for our State.

I love all the trails that Missouri was already and can only see
the Rock Island Trail as a great addition for Missouri.

Please consider supporting the acceptance and conversion of
this trail ad help make Missouri a riders destination.

Thank you.

I strongly support DNR entering into an interm Trail Use
Agreement and the Rock Island Trail Project. This would be a
great addition to the Katy Trail. I think it has the potential to
really put Missouri on the national map as a destination for
family vacations looking to enjoy the outdoors in a safe and
leisurely activity. The Rock Island Trail Project will certainly
give a great boost, just as the Katy Trail has, to the many small
communities along the trail.

This is a great opportunity...please accept the Rock Island
Trail. Thanks!

Yes! More bike trails!

Please accept this trail. Bike trails are key to recreation
activity and create a healthy person. While at the same time
help decrease how much CO2 we emit. There are nothing but
benefits from accepting this trail.

Please accept the Rock Island Trail. This is a wonderful gift
that will enhance recreation opportunities in Missouri. Thank
you.

Personally I know I would use the trail. I'm 61 and have been
enjoying long and or multiple day rides for over 30 years and
have seen the number of adults who bicycle and organized
bicycle clubs and events increase in great numbers. For
Missourian's I see this as a draw that would not only get used
by Missourians but bring in visitors from out of state. A
decent bicycle is not cheap. These people have discretionary
income. They will not only ride but spend money in Missouri.

Please accept the Rock Island trail.

Please accept the trail

Please accept the rock island trail

Please accept the Rock Island Trail. Benefits include getting
people outside to enjoy healthy lifestyles, tourism, and
increased tax revenue for the state from all the businesses that
will crop up on its path (like what happened with the Katy
Trail).

I just completed riding the Katy Trail in June 2017 and
consider it one of the Missouri's best treasures. Riding the trail
gave me opportunity to not only enjoy the country side safe
from cars and also visit with some of the nicest people I've
ever met as well contribute financially to the communities we
rode through. Any additional trail would only add to the value
of your state. I live in Arizona I could have spent my vacation
money any where this year but because of your trails I chose
to spend them in Missouri and I am so glad I did.

Please accept the Rock Island Trail!

Please accept the Rock Island Trail.

Please accept the Rock Island Trail.

Please accept the Rock Island Trail Project!

That would be wonderful. The Katy trail is a great asset for
Missouri and another trail like it would be even better. I am
sure the towns along the route would also benefit greatly from
the trail

I think it would be a great addition to MO bike trails! The
KATY gets old after awhile.

I am an avid recumbent bicyclist who has found road riding
increasingly dangerous because motorists have difficulty
seeing low-to-the-ground recumbent bicycles. Off-road trails
are now the only option for me. Having more long distance
hiking/biking trails is very important to me. I support the
development of more trails in Missouri. These trails also
attract tourists from all over the country as well as from many
countries. Please add your support to this initiative.

Please accept the Rock Island trail

I think this project is a great idea. Not only will it promote
good health, it will provide opportunities for families to spend
time together, keep bicyclers off the road in a safer
environment, and encourage a more environmentally friendly
mode of transportation.

Please accept the donation of land for the Rock Island trail.

Please accept the Rock Island Trail.

Please accept the Rock Island Trail.
Yes! Do this! Trails are wonderful for families and exercise
and enjoying the outdoors.

Please accept the Rock Island Trail.

Please accept the Rock Island Trail. This is a great asset for
the State of Missouri!

I don't think the success, in terms of tourism and DNR
awareness, of the Katy Trail can be downplayed. A trail that
would extend Missouri's system by this much would be
fantastic.



Articles can say it better than 1.
http://www.stltoday.com/opinion/mailbag/invest-in-missouri-
s-outdoor-tourism-industry-by-supporting-

trail/article a8¢1000e-2633-5¢10-81e2-0db56b3{295b.html

Please accept the Rock Island Trail

Please consider continued support for the Rock Island Trail.
The Katy Trail has been an economic boom to the State as
well as a national recognition of Missouri's place in what is
done to promote outdoor sports.

Dear Governor Greitens,

I think that accepting the Ameren donation of 144 miles of the
Rock Island trail is a no-brainer. Other parts of the Rock
Island trail have been heavily supported by donations, and
extending the bicycle trail network in Missouri should result in
relatively minimal cost to the State. This is an excellent
opportunity for Missouri to join other progressive states, such
as Ohio, Florida, Oregon, and Washington, in leading the
Rails-to-Trails movement. In every participating state, Rails-
to-Trails has improved the quality of life and promoted a
healthy lifestyle.

Therefore, strongly I urge you to support this effort by
accepting the proposed donation.

Best Regards,

Rolla, MO 65401

Please accept the Rock Island Trail Project!!!

Saving trails for cycling, creating jobs to maintain trails,
promoting a healthy, family-bonding outdoor activity. There is
nothing to lose!!!

PLEASE ACCEPT THE ROCK ISLAND TRAIL PROJECT!

Please accept the Rock Island Trail.

Please accept this gift. This would be a great addition to the
trails of Missouri.

Seems like a wonderful Idea. It would bring people to the area
and provide a safe place for recreational exercise

Please, Please, please support the Rock Island Trail and accept
the Rock Island corridor from Ameren. This will help the
struggling communities like Raytown along it path.

Thank you for your support.

The State of Missouri should accept this gift which will be the
basis of the Rock Island Trail, Missouri's second (almost)
cross-state trail for hikers and cyclists. Don't pass up this
opportunity!

Please accept the Rock Island Trail.

Please accept the Rock Island Trail- this is a no brainer. The
KATY Trail is a huge asset- we can use investment of this
type to further enhance outdoor, safe recreation in Missouri.

Please accept the Rock Island Trail

Please complete the trail

Yes! Yes! Yes! This would be a huge draw for the state.

The Rock Island trail is a HUGE opportunity for tourism
across the central corridor of Missouri. Please keep with the
plan of accepting this trail and developing it into another way
to bring people and money into Missouri.

Please enter into this agreement and fund the Rock Island
Trail construction. The construction of this trail will create
jobs in Engineering and Construction for the design and
construction of the trail, along with the ongoing jobs it will
create via recreational use of the trail.

Outdoor recreation is essential to the health and well being of
Missouri's citizens. The Katy trail has been a tremendous
success, and adding the Rock Island Trail will be an additional
benefit to the state.

Governor Greitens, please accept this trail as I'm sure you're as
committed to Missouri's parks as its residents are. Not only
that, but showing a commitment to sustainable transportation
and exercise and fitness speaks to the broadness of your base.
I also know that you are formerly a Nvay Seal, and you
understand what it means to be fit and have resources like this
trail for those activities. Finally, although there will be a small
upkeep cost for this trail, it's a gift so there's very little cost
compared to the benefit. The benefit is in long term rewards
for the people of the state through tourism, fitness,
transportation and greater connection to community that the
usage of the trail will create. Please accept this gift on our
behalf.

This is a great idea. It can only help in making Missouri a
cycling destination. The Katy trail is a jewel, and adding more
trail like it in the area will be a draw for tourism.

As an avid cyclist myself, I plan on using this trail, as well as
the Katy, often.

Rails to trails is an incredible asset to communities. I have had
some of my best experiences riding on rails to trails. The
constitution trail in Bloomington-Normal, Illinois is a great
example of how a community can be impacted by multi use
trails that create a safe environment to all users.

Tourism is vitally important to the state of Missouri. Providing
another bicycle and hiking trail in which the world can enjoy
the beauty of our great state will be a boost for our economy
and spirit. This is a donation. Since when do we turn away
such a wonderful gift??? Please accept this generous gift and
use it to build on our wonderful nature trails and opportunity
to provide more tourism monies.

We need to have a nice safe biking/hiking trail nearer to us. I
would like to see this project complete. thanks.

Please support this trail project.

Missouri would benefit from more trails.

We best or worlds state trails Katy trail and Rock Island
Project .



Start one place be on bike for week spend money in small
towns and new places open up for trail and no see things two
times would be sweet wow no other state can say .

People will from all over ride trail.

People love Katy Trail you know will love these trail .

Hope you will make it happen .

I love bike touring on bike

Thanks

Columbia Mo 65202

Please help our small communities such as Raytown.
Bedroom communities outside of larger cities are suffering
right now. All their residents commute out of the smaller
municipalities for work, night life,and weekend fun. This bike
trail will help promote a cheap and healthy lifestyle while
giving the larger cities a reason to come out into the country
and spend time and money in smaller areas of Missouri that
desperately need it.

Please accept the Rock Island trail. This will be a crown jewel
in the MO state park system and will be a benefit to the
communities along the trail as the Katy trail has been.

We are avid equestrians and would be very interested in this
trail being open for equestrian use. Trailer parking lots need to
be of adequate size to easily accommodate truck/trailer
parking.

The Rock Island Trail will be great! Please accept it.
Absolutely support it! I bicycle a lot and notice more and more
people getting out and bicycling. I think this is due to more
and more easy access to trails that beginning bicyclist can
access and feel safe on and this is great for everyone.
Complete waste of opportunity for the state of Missouri to
help small businesses associated along the trail! As a current
outdoorsman and bicyclist of the Katy trail, if the governor
does not accept the gift of trail it would definitely be a reason
to vote out the current governor. ACCEPT THE TRAIL AND
MAKE MISSOURI BETTER!

Yes, a very good idea...Rock Island Trail Project.

I fully support the Interim Trail Use Agreement and the Rock
Island Trail Project. I have spent thousands dollars supporting
businesses on the KATY while enjoying our outdoors and
maintaining my fitness. I have already ridden the Rock Island
from Pleasant Hill to Windsor twice this year. I look forward
to doing all of above many times on the Rock Island from
Windsor to Beaufort in the not so distant future.

Please enter the agreement. Health and exercise is important,
we need walking trails. It improves quality of life!

I would love this trail to be developed. It would create a
beautiful place to ride bikes or go on long runs as well as
stimulate the communities that the trail will run through.

Please let this trail happen!

Please accept the Rock Island Trail.

The Rock Island Trail would be a tremendous resource for
MO and would provide jobs, business, and additional
recreation opportunities for the citizens of MO.

Not accepting and developing the trail project would be
incredibly short-sighted.

This would be awesome!

I am very much in favor of the Rock Island Trail.

The Katy Trail has proven itself a tremendous asset for
Missouri. Adding the additional miles from the Rock Island
Line will enhance it greatly and add much greater access from
the south side of the river. I am very much in favor of
accepting and developing this tremendous asset.

Please accept the Rock Island Trail.

, 1
know the value of these trails. Our nationally acclaimed trails
draw enthusiasts from neighboring states and beyond, but also
from within Missouri. They spend money along the trails, and
for Rock Island communities like Eldon and Freeburg, the trail
will be an economic boost. Please don't fail to accept this gift
to the people of Missouri.

Please accept and develop the Rock Island Trail. The trail
would provide great outdoor recreation for state residents as
well as attract out of state tourists, increasing local business in
the small towns along the trail route.

It would be a shame to not to accept the Rock Island Trail. A
beautiful area that could really benefit from this opportunity.
Completing the Rock Island Trail project will help make
Missouri a national tourist destination. How many other states
have a trail for biking or hiking, where you can go from one
end to the other? None.

Here are two big reasons to enter into the trail use agreement.
One, it is not being used by the Rock Island railroad. Second,
the trail will attract tourism to the state as the cycling culture
is growing as an increasing rate in America.

Please accept the Rock Island Trail.-

Please accept the Rock Island Trail. I have ridden the Katy
Trail in it's entirety, and have been on part of the Rock Island
Spur as well, spending tourism dollars on the way.

Please accept the Rock Island trail.

The Rock Island Trail Project is a vital addition to the
Missouri State Parks unit, and will provide much-needed
connection between the Katy Trail and towns in the south of
the state. It is more important than ever that we preserve our
natural lands - too often I've seen deals that chip away at our
natural beauty, only to replace it with oil and lumbar fields or
new poorly-built living quarters and strip malls. The vast



swaths of nature make America the beautiful country that it is
- and is the one thing most foreigners envy of us more than
anything else. Please help make this new trail a reality.

The Rock island trail would be an incredible value asset to the
state of Missouri! The DNR should definitely accept the
project! Please continue to develop Missouri outdoors
opportunity, it is a very important resource to bring people to
Missouri, and it is highly desirable for it's citizens.

Yes, please continue with the Rock Island Trail Project.
Please accept the rock island trail. These are the kinds of
things that make Missouri an amazing home and destination.
Thank you!

Economically and recreationally, this is a no-brainer. Enter
into the Interim Trail Use Agreement and move forward with
the Rock Island Trail Project.

Please accept the Rock Island Trail!!

Bike trails bring income and commerce to the nearby towns. I
like riding the trails because they are much safer than riding
on roadways. Please say yes to this proposal. Thank you,
Billie Hartman

The Katy trail has 18 million visitors a year. So Rock Island
trail has a great potential to more

visitors to MO. Seems like a great idea to me.

Please accept the Rock Island Rail/Trail

Please accept the Rock Island Trail, my dog (Zoser) and i
would enjoy using the new trail

Dear DNR and Governor,

I have been a cyclist as far back as I can recall. Having a safe
and enjoyable area to share a moment of cycling is not always
possible in some areas of Missouri. The local government of
Platte County and Kansas City, Missouri has done an excellent
job of creating the Line Creek trail system which has allowed
cyclists a safe and beautiful place to ride and enjoy our
scenery. Along the route other parks have sprung up and
business supporting cycling have grown as well. The citizens
of our area are linked safely to many business so foot and
bicycle traffic can use the path and further cut down on
emissions. I have participated in several rides that use the Katy
Trail between Boonville and Columbia. It is great to see how
the Rails To Trails program has brought life an tourism to
communities along the route. It gives individuals the
opportunity to create businesses, help local distributors and
employ more local people. It makes good cents, to expand the
Rock Island Trail Project so that MO residents can have more
jobs and economic development. It also helps the image of the
state in providing more healthy ways for Missourians and
others to see our fine state and to support local businesses.
Please, I urge you, accept this gift opening up the door to
economic development, more tourisim and healthier life
styles.

Please accept the Rock Island Trail.

Please accept the Rock Island Trail.

The DNR of theState of MO should accept the Rock Island
Railroad and develop it as a hiking/biking/running trail similar
to the KATY Trail. I've ridden on the KATY Trail a number
of times and greatly enjoyed its beauty and peacefulness. I've
met groups from England and Japan biking the KATY as well
as many riders from other states and of course many from
MO.

The Rock Island Trail will bring more riders, runners and
walkers to our beautiful state.

I strongly support the Rock Island Trail Project. Please accept
the Rock Island corridor!

Please accept this gift. This will bring alot of economic
income to the state.

I would love this

Help make Missouri healthy! Give us the Rock Island Trail!

I hope you will accept the Rock Island Trail. There are two
good reasons: 1) It's a gift and it's free! 2) It offers cyclists a
safe place to ride away from traffic.

With two world class trails in Missouri, Missouri will become
the destination of multitudes of bicycle tourist. The benefits
for Missouri communities will be emence and will grow
exponentially in the future..

The value to, and the example to the entire country (USA)wI'll
be very beneficial to Missouri.

Please accept this gift of trail systems. It would mean a lot of
traffic to small towns along the trail. As a biker and hiker in
the Kansas City area, this would be an amazing way to
connect a lot of existing trails together. The Rock Island Trail
would not only generate income in some areas but is also a
great way to get people outside and off their couches which
creates fitter, happier people! Even if development comes at a
later time, we need to accept this gift now or it may never be
available again!

I do not think we should spend our tax dollars on this project.
Take the money and give the State Workers a raise.

I believe this would be a great addition to Missouri's park
assets base. This asset would continue to promote healthy
outdoor activities which drive down health care cost and
encourage healthy lifestyle.

Bicycling continues to grow in popularity and this asset will
contribute to the continued popularity.

Please strongly consider entering into this Interim Trail Use
Agreement.

As aresident in the KC metro area who has lived in many
other areas of the country, the KATY trail is a unique and
beautiful feature of Missouri not available elsewhere. One of
the most unfortunate aspects of the trail is that it goes largely
unnoticed by visitors and newcomers to Kansas City.



With the proposed Rock Island Trail expansion, the trail
would be much more accessible to the KC area and a great
way for countless people to be exposed to the beauty of the
Missouri trail system.

I am strongly in favor of the expansion and would invite you
to contact me with any questions or for any additional
comment you may need.

Please move forward with developing the Rock Island Trail.
When combined with the Katy, this will be one of the best
rides in the country, bring in numerous tourists.

The Rock Island Trail would be a great asset for the state of
Missouri. My wife and I ride regularly

on the Katy Trail and have met people from all parts of the
county who come to Missouri just to

ride on the Katy Trail, some as far away as New York.

Once the Rock Island Trail is completed, I could see people
riding across the State on the Katy Trail

then riding back on the Rock Island Trail. The Katy Trail has
had a tremendous positive impact on

many towns along the trail. For example the town of Rochport
has several places dine and five

bed and breakfasts. With obesity rates irising in the sate of
Missouri, the Governor should set a

good example by building new trails and encouraging people
to get outside and hike, walk, and ride

their bikes.

Please accept the Rock Island Trail

Please accept the Rock Island Trail.

Please make the Rock Island Trail a reality. My family
(husband, 2 kids) absolutely love to ride our bikes on trails
and this would be a perfect place to ride. The history, exercise,
family time, and revenue for the area are worth it.

Please accept the Rock Island Trail

Please accept the Rock Island Trail. I regularly go on bike
trips including the MKT trail, Katy Trail and River front Trail
spending several hundred dollars i the process. I would
definitely add this trail to my list.

Please Accept the Rock Island Trail Project, it will do wonders
for the state and tourism.

Please accept the Rock Island Trail! Thank you.

I encourage the State of Missouri to accept and utilize the
Rock Island Railroad property/corridor.

Please accept the railway that will become the Rock Island
Trail project. I have biked on the Katy Trail many many yimes
even though it is far from where I live in Kansas City. I can
attest to the econimic impact it generates for the state.

Please don't lose his opportunity to acquure what will be
another tremendous asset for Missouri.

Please accept the trail agreement

Please make Missouri a state with a second cross state trail. It
will help many small businesses along the way.

We need this
From an avid bike rider and lover of Missouri trails:
Please accept the Rock Island Trail.

Gov Greitens, Please accept the trail!

Please accept gift of Rock Island Railroad corridor

Please accept the Rock Island Trail.

I wish Warrensburg had such a trail.

Please accept the Rock Island Trail.

I wish Warrensburg had such a trail.

Please accept the Rock Island Trail for Missourians and
visitors to enjoy. We spent part of July 4 on the Katy Trail and
look forward to more outdoor recreation on the new route!
Having used the Katy trail during drill weekends in Sedalia it
would be great to be able to utilize the Katy Trail from my
home in Raytown. The extension would be .5 miles from my
house. I look forward to seeing this project completed,
utilizing the trail daily and maintaining my APFT and
Height/Weight.

Accept the gift and develop it, economic windfalls will follow,
as did the Katy Trail system.

Please extend the Rock Island Trail!

Please complete the Rock Island Trail Project. It will be a vital
tourism attraction and a great recreational resource for
Missouri

Good thing for missouri

I strongly support the Rock Island Trail and hope you will
support the Rock Island Trail and accept the Rock Island
corridor from Ameren later this year.

Please accept the Rock Island Trail.

Please accept the Rock Island corridor. What a gift for every
Missourian and beyond. Show off our beautiful Missouri
countryside. My ancestors on my Mothers side had what is
now my uncles Century Farm. I am waiting for the day to ride
with friends along the trail to see the log cabin where my
mother was born. I hope that will happen soon. Please don't
miss this opportunity.

Thank you, Joe

This is a fantastic opportunity. I lived in MO for 30 years and
now, when I come back, it's to ride the Katy with old friends.
Having this new option is very exciting. Clearly, using myself
as an example, it is an attraction to bring out-of-state dollars
into the state. As you well know, my one dollar has a factor of
ten when I bring it to MO. The value of this gift cannot, in my



opinion, be overstated. Do not let this opportunity pass--
GRAB IT WITH BOTH HANDS!

The Rock Island Trail is something that most of us in the area
have been very excited about and patiently waiting for since
the idea was first presented. Our small communities along the
Rock Island Line could all benefit from the boost in economy
that will come from increased tourism and business expansion.
Opportunities like this don't come our way often, so it's very
important for us to embrace them when they do. I understand
money is tight with the state, but I guarantee it's tighter in our
small towns. We would love to see Eldon, as well as, Barnett,
Versailles, Stover, etc. have a chance to grow and thrive, but
we need your help to do it. Without your support, I don't know
how that would be possible. PLEASE approve this agreement.
It is so important to us. Thank you!

Please accept the Rock Island Trail Project donation. We have
enjoyed the beauty and safety of the Katy Trail and would
welcome the addition to enable more cyclists and families to
enjoy the healthy recreational opportunities that would be
possible with a new recreational trail. This will promote
opportunities for families, youth groups, and individuals to
enjoy Missouri and maintain a healthy lifestyle. The trail will
also support small businesses along the trail, a great
opportunity for all.

Please accept the Rock Island trail.

Please accept the Rock Island Trail Project!! Creating more
recreational opportunities for the state of Missouri is essential
as well as more incentive for bicycle tourists to visit :)
Complete the Rock Island Trail. It is a great opportunity that
will not come our way again. It will be a valuable asset to Mo.
and great economic benefit especially to the towns it passes
through. I fully support this project and am willing to pay
more taxes to do it.

These trails are a recreational opportunity akin to a local lake.
My home state of Nebraska has already utilized these old
railway corridors for trails. They are a unique opportunity.
Gov. Greitens:

Please accept and develop the entire Rock Island Trail. The
Trail will present development opportunities for the small
towns along the route, which all need a boost. The business
development along the KATY Trail is amazing and similar
things can be expected along the Rock Island Trail. In fact, it
has already started; a new restaurant has opened in Chilhowee,
MO, after that section of the Rock Island Trail opened.

As we have more population growth we need more and more
green spaces to relieve anxiety and tensions of daily life.
Families need places to go to promote "family values". As an
RN I seen the need for places that people can walk and
exercise for free. This Rock Island Trail Project is such a
place. My husbands family homestead is next to the Rock
Island line and we think it would be an honor to have this in
our state. Please commit to this for the sake of all Missourians.

Please approve this project for those who will walk and ride
the trail. I have ridden the full length of the Katy Trail and
look forward to this project being completed so I can use.

[ am in favor of re-purposing the former Rock Island Railroad
corridor for a recreational trail. My family has enjoyed the
Katy Trail and sees value in having another health and fitness
avenue, as well as another economic draw for the center of the
state.

Please accept the Rock Island Trail

It's well established that trail networks generate
disproportionate economic and cultural impact as they connect
isolated peoples and towns in new ways, and help retain and
attract TALENTED YOUNG WORKERS to Missouri. We
will never have mountains or sea fronts. But a countryside
connected by walking and biking trails is an exciting amenity
that this young generation and future generations will be
happy we created.

Please take the longer view. Invest in our countryside, our
economy, and our people.

YES, Missouri needs the additional revenue and attention the
Rock Island trail would bring to the state. Please develop this
trail. It is good for the state and for everyone involved.
Cycling is a very positive sport, that helps to promote healthy
living and lowers the cost of health care.

I think this would be a wonderful addition to the state parks. I
have often used the Katy trail and parts of the proposed Rock
Island Trail would be closer to my home in Rolla so I am
greatly looking forward to using it even more.

There is no downside to this. Adding additional reasons for
people to get out and enjoy the beautiful landscape of
Missouri is a great idea and should be absolutely embraced.
This will also bring in money from other states when bike
enthusiasts come to ride our trails and spend money in MO.
Lets do it!!!

As a active citizen and an employee in the Eldon Mo
community, I hear a lot of buzz about the possibility of the
Rock Island Trail passing right through town. The potential
economic effect from the recreational trail would be huge for
this small hometown community. Development in the Eldon
area is taking place daily and having the Rock Island Trail
passing through would only aid in local business and
community growth. Our downtown area has recently taken a
facelift and new business are moving into the area, and the
trail ride would only help those businesses thrive.

I love the Katy trail and most years ride all of it. It would be
awesome to have another.

Please accept the Rock Island Trail Project

Please accept the Rock Island Trail.

Please accept the Rock Island Trail



I am absolutely in favor of developing the Rock Island Trail as
a Bike/Recreational Trail. Please accept the Rock Island Trail.
This would be wonderful for Mo. There is not a lot of places
cyclist can safely ride their bikes. A lot of roads have signs up
to share the roads but vehicles are still irritated by us cyclist
by either intentionally trying to run is off the road or
gesturing/shouting obscenities. More bike lanes need to be
available. This would give recreational cyclist more safer
options, not to mention the possible tourism benefit and
revenues.

Please accept the Rock Island rail land. It will significantly
enhance the trail system in MO and attract people from all
over the state and nation, thus helping to boost tourism and
strengthen the economy!

Please accept the Rock Island Trail. It would be foolish not to
do so when this gift, which costs the state nothing, could
improve the lives of our citizens and attract people from
numerous countries to our state, resulting in a boost to our
economy. Do not hesitate to contact me if you wish to discuss
this further.

Please accept the Rock Island Trail

We live at Leslie, MO, 63056. We are right
across the street for this trail. We want this trail developed.
This trail will allow us to have a really close biking and
walking area within feet of our property. It will be a nice senic
trail with safe use that you will not have to worry about traffic
or being attacked by a dog. The Katy trail has alot of use in
small towns like Dutzow and Augusta which bring in business
for these small towns. The Rock Island Trail will do the same
for the small towns on it's trail. Small businesses are already
investing money based on this trail coming to their towns. If
this trail does not get developed these businesses will have
spent alot of money for nothing. This trail is a positive asset to
this area, Missouri tourism, and business.

People are looking forward to the Rock Island Trail if our
governor does not go through with this he is going to make
alot of people angry! Let alone the small business money that
was spent for nothing! You think these small businesses can
afford that? This issue makes us angry, we want this trail! This
should be a done deal! If people want to argue what a bike
trail does for small business, we have personally seen what it
does on the Katy Trail. On any given day the parking lot for
the trail in Dutzow is packed and the lot in Augusta gets about
1/2 the use as Dutzow. People use these trails!
Now you have our true

Please accept the Rock Island Trial Project. I use rails to trails
commonly.

Please accept the Rock Island Trail.

Please a