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tz1 Origir:ol Site 

The Independence Temple site, located to the west e.nd south of 
the intersectio:1 of Lexington Avenue and Riv<er Bouleverd, con­
tains approximately one city block of land. Except for a small 
frame church buildinr,, owned by the Church of Christ (H0drickite), 
the only distinguishing feature en the site is a small stone 
obleliscal marker. 'l'he rema.ining portions of the temple site 
are gently rolling grasslands, 
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The Mormon Temple site and lot, located in Independence are signifi­
cant for two reasons. First, the site holds special religious mean­
ing for the folJ.owers of Joseph Smith. Members of the various sects 
of the Mormon Church consider the area to be holy ground. Second, 
the site has major historic signific2.nce. Here was to be built the 
major· i-:ormon ·cer,1plc which would serve as the church's world head­
quarters. 

In July 1831, several days after Joseph Smith's arrival in the 
Ind€:pendence area, the Prophet received a revelation designating 
the tcr.iple lot as the heart of the future city of Zion. As stated 
in the church's Doctrine anc'. Covenants, "Wherefore, this is the 
land of promise, and the place for the city of Zion •••• Behold, 
the place which is noH called Independence is the center place; and 
a spot for the temple is lying westward, upon a lot which is not 

,far from the court--housc. , •• 11 (Doctrine and Covenants 57) 
(~ ~istori of the Reorr,anized Church £.f Jesus Christ of Latter 
Day Saints, 1951 ed., vol. I, pp. 205-07,) On August 3, 1831, 
Smith dedicated this site. (Klaus J. Hansen, Quest for ~ire, 1967, 
p. 47.) Several months later Bdward Partridge, the first bishop of 
the Mormon Church, purchased 63.43 acres of land around the site 
chosen and dedicated by Smith. Although the temple site was sur­
veyed and dedicated, construction did not begin. The reason for 
postponing the building of the temple centered on difficulty with 
local non-Hermon residents. Smith and other high church officials 
believed that their persecution by "gentiles" would make it impos­
sible for permanent settler.ient. After a series of conflicts with 
n.on-lformons, church members in 1833 fled en masse from Jackson 
County across the Missouri River into Clay County, Then in 1836 
after more conflict with non-Mormons, the church moved to Caldwell 
County where a new Zion was established at Far West. (R. Don 
Oscarson and Stanley B. Kimball, The Travelers' Guide to Historic 
Mormon America, 1965, P• 54; Warren A. Jennings, ''The Army of 
Israel ~he.-; into Missouri, 11 Missouri Historical Review, 62: 107, 
January 1968.) . 
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It was not until 1867 that the lforrnon Church, now badly split, 
becarnc interested in the Independence site. In that year 
Granville Hedrick, leader of a minor Horrnon sect known as the 
Church of Christ, purchased the temple site and subsequently 
constructed a small frame church near the spot dedicated by 
Smith. Then in the 1880 1 s the Reorganized Church of Latter­
day Saints and the Hedrikites began a long legal dispute over 
the rightful ownership of the property. After a series of 
court battles, which culminated in the case going before the 
United States Supreme Court, the Redd.kite church received 
full lei,al title to the temple site. Today the Church of 
Christ, LDS, and RLDS churches all ovm portions of the orie;i­
nal 63.43 asre temple lot, e.lthough the Church of Christ owns 
the actual ternple site, (Circuit Court of the Un;_ted States 
Kansas City Viissou.ri: Plaintiff's .{<bstract, 1893; Historical 
Facts C~~rning _the Temple Lot, 1954f:""" 
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