



















































































A transverse-crib barn built of Togs was enlarged by surrounding the
original log structures and accompanying mow with a timber-frame barn
structure of much greater capacity. The present barn gives us a glimpse
of the ways frugal German families adapted good stuctures at later dates
to increasing and changing needs and methods of farming.

Nearby is another example of the previous "waste not, want not"
German principle. A German family built its 1z story hewn log house
with V- notched corners c. 1850. Its roof rafters are 6" unbarked
saplings. The house has two rooms on the first floor and two rooms on
the second floor. Either due to the mid-nineteenth century practice of
having large families or because of a new generation melding with an
older generation, this family experienced need for more space than the
house offered. The solution: build another Tog house end-to-end with
the first; and on the second house have an inset front porch. The newer
half (perhaps 15 years newer) is also two rooms on each of two floors;
same log walls and rafter treatments. The family reports that though
they didn't get around to siding it until a few years ago (1867-1987),
they glassed-in the front porch just last year. But underneath the
modern maintenance-free siding and the glass are still the 1850s and the
1860s Tog cabins, being used today as for the past 130 to 140 years,
with a 1ittle added plumbing.

Approximately two miles from Matson in two different directions
are two different schools, one built in 1887, one c. 1915. They are not
now distinguishable as schools where generations of Americans and
German-bred children received their grammar-school education. Both are
now residences, each with a wing added, but both with histories which
are proudly told by their present residents. In Defiance is the Walnut
Grove School, no Tonger sitting in the Darst Bottoms, where it was
built, and where so many generations were interrupted by floods in their
quest for education. The school was moved to higher ground, a mile and
a-half or so and now is a most comfortable family home. In Defiance,
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also, is another school moved between three and four miles from the
Frank Boone bottomland into Defiance to serve as the basis of a gable-
and-wing residence of an owner who is very proud of its pedigree. None
of these schools are distinguishable as schools to the casual glance,
but their St. Charles County owners are not willing to let their
histories fade.

There are scores and scores of larger residences in the study area
which have within them one or two rooms built of log, but no more than
that. This reflects a pattern of adding a house around an original room
(or room over a room) as space-needs dictated, similar to the barn
earlier mentioned. There are houses in southwest St. Charles County the
likes of which can be found today on a historic street in Berlin - from
which an immigrant built what he remembered, maybe grew up in; there are
houses in the study area whose near duplicates exist today as part of
historic Pennsylvania or Virginia; there are houses of strong English
flavor obviously built by German masons who added their ethnic twist to
the finished product; there are houses which seem to have been
transplanted from establishment Kentucky. The migration patterns are
still very visible here in the architecture ... and in the names on the
mailboxes.

Despite the whirlwind of change that has existed in and around St.
Charles County, the southwest corner to date has exhibited the greatest
stability. Dramatic change has taken place here for 200 years now,
accelerating geometrically since the start of the 20th century with
almost complete obliteration of historic and cultural resources of
portions of the county since the 1940s. And yet, ownership of
significant percentages of real property in the southwest corner of the
county have remained in the families who settled here from 100 to 200
years ago. Some of that retention is due to economic factors, much of
it is due to strong ethnic and familial characteristics. The Fulkersons
are still here, and the Nadlers - the Koenigs and the Parsons.
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But the encroachment of the modern world is evident more and more,
even in this most remote corner of the county. Recent road improvements
which make access greater, more local attractions such as the
development of the MKT Trail, and the siren call of tourism and retail
wine sales - threaten the tranquility which has been the hallmark of the
area for two centuries. The ubiquitous tentacles of urban sprawl,
however, appear to be the dark and threatening cloud over Missouri River
bluffs - if one views this tiny, most important historic area of
Missouri as a resource worthy of preservation.

This insignificantly small geographical spec which retains almost
all of its unparalleled natural beauty - was the eye of the needle
through which the thread of American westward expansion was introduced.
It remains to be seen whether that historic fact and the resources here,
which tell the story, will prove to be of importance to the citizens of
southwest St. Charles County, to the government of St. Charles County,
to the State of Missouri or to the National Government. It is of great
apparent relevance to entrepreneurs, realtors, developers, builders,
transportation executives and industry. It appears to be a time when
values are being considered by those inside and outside the southwest
corner of St. Charles County. Values - real and esoteric.
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OTHER CULTURAL RESOURCES OF THE STUDY AREA

Given the historic architectural relics in the study area, other
man-made and natural resources are still holding on, if ever so
tenuously, in southwest St. Charles County to tell the history of this
place. Many of the sweet water springs still exist after 200 years,
which help us understand why settlers selected specific acreages or
precise spots for their farmsteads. Most of the creeks and their
tributaries still flow that helped successions of settlers choose
certain farms for ease of irrigation or stock-watering. Vestiges of
some timbered Tand remind us of one of the staples of frontier life -
the raw materials of home-building. Ecological changes, however, may or
may not allow further exploitation of some of the remaining water and
timber resources, and as time goes by, soil and water conservation may
become even of more concern.

The bottomland and the Missouri River, which brought the Boones
here in the first place remain the most stable offerings of this area,
especially as the meander of the river is now controlled both for
transportation and agricultural benefit. Industrial impact on the
ecology of the area may forever after this time be controlled, but the
visual impact of industry on the area is one for which no solution has
been offered (viz the abandoned concrete buildings at the water
treatment facility and the power stacks across the river from Augusta).
These types of structures, while demonstrating the ever-changing needs
of a place or a people, nevertheless create a deleterious effect on the
historic natural landscape. And the historic aspect of the natural
landscape of the study area is unparalleled and fragile. And it is the
predominant cultural resource of southwestern St. Charles County.

Another diminishing cultural resource in the study area is the
family cemetery. Located principally on or near farmsteads are
generally small plots, set aside perhaps originally by fences and now
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frequently by undergrowth, the remnants of the families who settled the
land and/or Tlater tilled the land. The history to be found in these
places relate the inter-relationships between neighbors and friends,
master and slave, migration patterns of ancestors, the natural or man-
made tragedies which may have occurred, the geneologies of the area.
Grave markers trace the changing artistic talents of the area, changing
religious beliefs, changing health history, economic situation, personal
preferences, ethnic tradition, and social position.

The condition of almost all remaining family cemeteries is run-
down, 1in degree from slightly to almost non-existent. Depending on the
succession of ownership of a family farm, present day owners may have a
family interest in the graveyard or no interest at all. In the latter
case, scores and probably hundreds of St. Charles County family
graveyards have had gravestones removed and the land returned to
original tillable mini-acreage.

The history of one family points up the central role that the
family cemetery played in some of the early families of the county. This
pioneer family which had settled a considerable acreage, which included
both bottom and upper plateau land, built their family and slave homes
in the center of their bottom fields. They had to clear the land for
crops and to construct their homes. They also established their family
cemetery as part of the farmstead. Their fields were frequently flooded
out before or after planting or just before harvest, and by the spring
of 1814 and the flood that covered everything, the family had had
enough.

That same year they began the building of their new homes and
outbuildings of stone and logs on the plateau overlooking their former
farmstead and their fields. And before planting another crop, they also
moved their family graves to a new burial ground adjoining their new
farmstead. No less important were the graves of their slave family
members, moved at the same time and to the same family burial ground.
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Evidence indicates that this occurrence was not isolated in the
personal stories of the early history of the subject area of St. Charles
County. The cemeteries of St. Charles County remain powerful indicators
of historic and cultural background.
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RECOMMENDATIONS FOR FURTHER STUDY
OF ST. CHARLES COUNTY

Because of the extensive nature of the resources of the southwest
corner of the County, further study could encompass areas not yet the
subject of historic architectural inventory and still other types of
investigations of the entire southwest corner of the County.

Architectural findings are not the only valuable aids in planning
efforts. The systematic finding and cataloging of the cemeteries,
private and public, can be of invaluable historic value to the County
for future historic studies. Many times this kind of effort is done by
volunteers from geneological societies: such a body of informatino would
be supplementary to the fine registration of cemetery detail already on
hand at the St. Charles Historical Society in downtown St. Charles and
at several branches of the St. Charles Tibrary. It is also sometimes
possible to stimulate clean-up and semi-regular maintenance of these
historic burial grounds by volunteer groups, such as the Boone-Duden
Society, which has already initiated substantial work along these lines.

Archeological findings can fill in otherwise large gaps in the
history of an area. It is certainly Tess than satisfying not to be
able, for example, to locate for a certainty the site of Missouritown,
the town envisioned and initiated by Daniel Boone. While the Missouri
River has moved one way and then another over the site, the fact that it
was an entity with residences and commercial establishments (including a
Post Office) will always be important historically.

It is incredible that in 1991 the Tocations of the Daniel Morgan
Boone houses and fort cannot be pinpointed, much less having their
structural footprints outlined for a myriad of future purposes.
Archeological surveys could shed considerable 1ight on those historic
facts. And there were a number of St. Charles County forts built for
the War of 1812.
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Some St. Charles Countyans conclude that some early Indian trails
still exist, whether casually visible identifiable or not. Some basic
archeological work could help identify the much concerning former Indian
village sites, trails, burial grounds, and Tife styles before and during
the War of 1812.

Disputes over historic boundaries are still to be found amongst
those interested in precise plotting of former meaningful areas. As an
example, there are those in the County who contend that present records
give erroneous locations to such places as the original Daniel Boone and
Daniel Morgan Boone grant property lines, as well as those of Issac
Darst and numerous other important early settlers. Perhaps some latter-
day ground survey work together with archeological findings could
positively identify such important historical sites.

The underlying purpose of an architectural survey is to identify
structures which demonstrate the history of an area, its peoples, its
building practices, cultural traditions and the like. The natural
follow-up to that first step is to evaluate the information as to
possible further action such as nominating resources to the National
Register of Historic Places or other appropriate recognition. The third
step is to set up procedures for the protection and preservation of the
worthy resources.

These procedures can provide invaluable background for planning on
all levels of both private ownership and public administration.

To date the identification process is being completed on the
historic architectural resources of the subject area of this survey. In
many ways the history of the other communities of the southwest corner
of the county not included in this survey are related in the history and
development of this corner of the county - and would therefore be
natural areas for related "identification" historic architectural
surveying.

A Togical next step would seem to be the area north of Route 94S
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and the Northern boundry of Phase I starting in vicinity of State
Highway F and Defiance Road and commencing west to Warren County Tline.
Eastern boundry would be State Highway F north to State Highway D.
Northern boundry would be State Highway D west to State Highway T and
west to Warren County line. Western boundry would be Warren County
Tine.

The purpose would be to have a thorough identification of the
resources of this corner of the county to aid in all future planning
needs of the county.
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