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INTRODUCTION 4 

T n  N s r c h ,  1981 t h e  S p r l f i g f i e l d  C i t y  Council a d o p t e d  t h e  University P l a z a  R e d e v e l o p m e n t  
P l a n ,  T h i s  p l a n  b l i g h t e d  e p a r t i o n  o f  a c e n t e r  c i t y  w e i g k b u x * h o o d  a n d  p u t  i n  p l a c e  t h e  
mechanisms f o r  c l e a r i n g  the existing structures t o  make way for development sf a multi- 
million dollar hotel/conventisn center, residential condominiums, and an office tower. The 
development was financed i n  part by an Urban Development Action Grant. Because of this 
federal assistance, the City of Springfield had to undertake the review process mandated by 
Section 106 sf the National Historic Preservation A c t  of 1966 .  This review resulted in a 
Memorandum of Agreement between the C i t y ,  the State Historic Preservation Office, and the 
Advisory Council on Historic Preservation requiring the  C i t y  to engage in certain preserva- 
tion act.ivPties to mitigate the effect of the redevelopment project on historic resources 
in the area. 

The University Plaza project was the City of Springfield's first major encounter with the 
Section 106 process. Not only did the encounter serve to increase awareness o f  the city's 
historic and architectural resources, it also pointed up the l a c k  of available information 
concerning those resources. City government did not know the location of the city's 
historic and architectural resources. 

Consequently, it was decided that a historic/architectural survey of the city would be 
beneficial. Such a survey would be a good base for t h e  Springfield HfstorfeaP Site Board 
to work from in designating sites and districts. More importantly, the survey would serve 
as an early warning to would-be developers and could discourage them from encroaching on 
historic neighborhoods and/or sites. 

Thus in May, 1983, the City of Springfield contracted with the Missouri Heritage Trust, 
Inc., a statewide nonprofit preservation organization. The Trust agreed to survey an area 
roughly the same as the 1933 city limits. The City's contract with the Trust was amended 
in 1984 to reflect a grant the City received from the Missouri Department of Natural 
Resources for additional survey work. 

The city was divided P n t a  twenty-one survey sections by the Missouri Heritage Trust after 
consultation with the Department of Community Development. The section divisions were 
based o n  the Location of major thoroughfares and established neighborhoods, The eight 



s u r v e y  s e c t i o n s  i n  t h e  core o f  the  c i t y  were s e l e c t e d  f o r  t h e  i n i t i a l  survey. T h i s  area 
c o r r e s p o n d s  r o u g h l y  w i t h  t h e  1933 c i t y  l i m i t s ,  i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  t h e  a r e a  wee a t  least 
p a r t i a l l y  d e v e l o p e d  f i f t y  years ago - a minimum r e q u i r e m e n t  f o r  b o t h  L o c a l  a n d  N a t i o n a l  
Register l i s t i n g .  (See Map 1 f o r  s e c t i o n  b o u n d a r i e s . )  T h e  T r u s t  t h e n  w a l k e d  each s t r ee t  
i n  t h e  e i g h t  s u r v e y  s e c t i o n s  noting s t r e e t  a d d r e s s e s  a n d  a s s i g n i n g  i n v e n t o r y  n u m b e r s  
t o  e v e r y  s t r u c t u r e  t h o u g h t  t o  b e  f i f t y  years o r  o l d e r .  Topographic s e c t i o n  maps were u s e d  
a s  f i e l d  maps i n  thia p r o c e d u r e .  

St was o n l y  a f t e r  t h i s  s t e p  had been completed t h a t  t h e  Trust a n d  t h e  C i t y  r e a l i z e d  t h e  
a a g n l t u d e  of t h e  task t h a t  l a y  b e f o r e  t hem.  L i t e r a l l y  t h o u s a n d s  o f  s t r u c t u r e s  i n  t h i a  
r e l a t i v e l y  smal l  a r e a  ( 7  square m i l e s )  were f i f t y  y e a r s  o r  o l d e r .  R e a l i z i n g  t h a t  an 
i n v e n t o r y  form c o u l d  n o t  b e  c o m p l e t e d  o n  each s t r u c t u r e  w i t h  a v a i l a b l e  f u n d s  b u t  s t i l l  
wanting the same r e s u l t s ,  the  C i t y  a n d  t h e  T r u s t  a t t e m p t e d  t o  f i n d  a s a t i s f a c t o r y  s o l u t i o n ,  
I t  was dec ided  t h a t  i n v e n t o r y  forms w o u l d  b e  c o m p l e t e d  on e v e r y  e t r u c t u r e  fifty p e e r s  a n d  
older i n  those a r e a 3  e x p e r i e n c i n g  o r  l i k e l y  t o  e x p e r i e n c e  r e d e v e l o p m e n t  p r e s s u r e .  I n  t h e  
r e m a i n d e r  of t h e  s u r v e y  area' ,  f o r m s  w o u l d  o n l y  b e  c o m p l e t e d  i f  t h e  T r u s t  d e t e r m i n e d  t h a t  
i n d i v i d u a l l y  t h e  p r o p e r t y  h a d  p o t e n t i a l  t o  b e  l i s t e d  i n  the N a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r  o f  Historic 
Places or that t h e  p r o p e r t y  wea part  o f  a p o t e n t i a l  h i s t o r i c  d i s t r i c t ,  e i t h e r  L o c a l  
o r  N a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r ,  

As a r e s u l t ,  s u r v e y  fo rms  were c o m p l e t e d  on a l l  a t r u c t u r e a  f i f t y  yeare a n d  o l d e r  i n  t h e  
following areas :  

1) a l l  s f  S e c t i o n  3; 
2 )  a l l  of Section M; 
3) e l l  of S e c t i o n  N; 
4 )  a l l  o f  S e c t i o n  Q; 
5) t h a t  p o r t i o n  of  S e c t i o n  E b o u n d  by  Chase Street, 

M i s s o u r i  Avenue, D a l e  Street, a n d  M a i n  Avenue :  
6)  t h a t  p o r t i o n  of Section F aouth  of C o m m e r c i a l  Street, a n d ;  
7)  t h a t  p o r t i o n  o f  S e c t i o n  B bound by M a d i s o n  Street, F o r t  

Avenue, W a l n u t  Street, e n d  C a m p b e l l  Avenue. 

I n  the remainder o f  S e c t i o n s  E, F, a n d  P and i n  a l l  of  S e c t i o n  I ,  f ~ r m s  were c o m p l e t e d  o n l y  
i f  the  T r u s t  t h o u g h t  t h e  p r o p e r t y  wae e i t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l l y  e l i g i b l e  f o r  t h e  N a t i o n a l  
Register or i f  i t  were p a r t  of a  p o t e n t i a l  L o c a l  o r  N a t i o n a l  R e g l a t e r  h i e t o r i c  d i s t r i c t .  

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  a u p p l i e d  o n  t h e  s t a n d a r d  i n v e n t o r y  f o r m  f o r  e a c h  s t r u c t u r e  
s u r v e y e d ,  a t  l e a a t  one  p i c t u r e  was taken o f  t h e  s t r u c t u r e .  T h i s  p i c t u r e ,  d e v e l o p e d  i n t o  a 



c o n t a c t  p r i n t ,  was a t t a c h e d  ts the p e r t i n e n t  i n v e n t o r y  f o r m .  A t  t h e  projectPs end, a v e r  
3,308 i n v e n t o r y  f o r m s  were completed f o r  t h e  eight survey areas. A s a m p l e  s f  t h e  hiskoric 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l  i n v e n t o r y  form is i n c l u d e d  in t h e  Appendix. 

T h e  Miss~tzri Herjtage T r u s t  h i r e d  students f r o m  t h e  S o u g h w e a t  Missouri S t a t e  U n i v e r f f i t y  
Cosperative E d u c a t i o n  Department t - ~ 3  a s s i s t  I n  t h e  i n i ~ i a i  p h a s e  s f  t h e  s u r v e y .  After  
L r e i n P n g  s e s a i s n s  c o n c e r n i n g  t y p i c a l  Springfield Rouse types a n d  a r m e d  with l i n e  d r a w i n g s  
of  h o u s e s  and t h e i r  a ~ c h i t e e t u r a l  elements, t h e  s t u d e n t s  tsok  t h e  r o u g h  f i e l d  maps a n d  
p h o t o g r a p h e d  a n d  s u r v e y e d  much sf t h e  e i g h t  s u r v e y  a r e a s ,  A Z I  work  was c o m p l e t e d  u n d e r  t h e  
d i r e c t  s u p e r v i s i o n  s f  Trust s t a f f e r  D a v i d  Denman a n d  o n l y  Denman c o m p l e t e d  t h e  f i n a l  
a n a l y s i s  s e c t i o n  ( i t e m s  34 a n d  35 - s i t e  e l i g i b l e ?  d i s t r i c t  p o t e n t i a l ? )  of t h e  i n v e n t o r y  
f o r m s .  Denman t s o k  t h e  e v a l u a t i o n  o n e  s t e p  f u r t h e r  when p r e p a r i n g  index s h e e t s  f o r  e a c h  
s u r v e y  a r e a  b y  i n d i c a t i n g  w h e t h e r  h e  t h o u g h t  a n  e l i g i b l e  s i t e  o r  d i s t r i c t  was e l i g i b l e  f o r  
t h e  S p r i n g f i e l d  R e g i s t e r  o f  H i s t o r i c  S i t e s  or t h e  N a t i o n a l  Register s f  H i s t o r i c  Places. 
T h i s  e v a l u a t i o n  a n d  a n a l y s i s  r e s u l t e d  in t h e  fs1Powing h i e r a r c h y :  

1. S t r u c t u r e s  50 y e a r s  o r  o l d e r .  
2 .  P o t e n t i a l l y  e l i g i b l e  f o r  L o c a l  R e g i s t e r  ( s i t e  o r  d i s t r i c t ) .  
3 .  P o t e n t f a l l y  e l i g i b l e  f o r  N a t i o n a l  Register ( s i t e  o r  d i s t r i c t ) .  

The most  p e r t i n e n t  o f  t h e  s u r v e y  i n f o r m a t i o n  was t r a n s f e r r e d  f r o m  t h e  i n v e n t o r y  f o r m s  a n d  
i n d e x  s h e e t s  t o  t h e  s u r v e y  m a p s .  The  o f f i c i a l  s u r v e y  m a p s  a r e  P:200 s c a l e  a n d  t h u s  a r e  
f a i r l y  l a r g e .  T h e y  i d e n t i f y :  

1. S t r e e t  a d d r e s s e s  a n d  i n v e n t o r y  n u m b e r s  o f  s t r u c t u r e s  f i f t y  y e a r s  a n d  o l d e r ;  
2 .  A r e a s  s u r v e y e d ;  
3 .  P o t e n t i a l  N a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r  o f  Historic P l a c e s  s i t e s ;  
4 ,  Potential N a t f o n a l  R e g i s t e r  o f  H i s t o r i c  P l a c e s  d i s t r i c t s .  

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  l o c a l l y  d e s i g n a t e d  s i t e s  a n d  d i s t r i c t s  a n d  N a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r  s i t e s  a n d  
d i s t r i c t s  a r e  n o t e d  o n  t h e  s u r v e y  m a p s .  A smaPPer v e r s i o n  o f  t h e  s u r v e y  m a p s ,  n o t i n g  o n l y  
p o t e n t i a l  N a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r  s i t e s  a n d  d i s t r i c t s ,  i s  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h i s  r e p o r t .  T h e  o f f i c i a l  
s u r v e y  m a p s  a n d  a l l  i n v e n t o r y  f o r m s  a r e  h o u s e d  i n  t h e  A d v a n c e d  P l a n n i n g  Section o f f i c e ,  
316 E a s t  C e n t r a l  S t r e e t .  Map 1 3  n o t e s  t h e  l o c a t i o n  o f  s i t es  a n d  d i s t r i c t s  P f s t e d  i n  t h e  
S p r i n g f i e l d  R e g i s t e r  s f  H i s t o r i c  S i t e s  a n d  Map 1 4  i n d i c a t e s  those s i tes  a n d  d i s t r i c t s  
l i s t e d  i n  t h e  N a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r  s f  H i s t o r i c  Places, An e x p l a n a t i o n  s f  w h a t  L o c a l  a n d  
N a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r  d e s i g n a t i o n  means i s  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  Appendix, a s  well a s  a l i s t  of  t h e  
S p r i n g f i e l d  R e g i s t e r  o f  H i s t o r i c  S i t e s  a n d  t h e  S p r i n g f i e l d  l i s t i n g s  i n  t h e  N a t i o n a l  
R e g i s t e r  o f  H i s t o r i c  P l a c e s .  
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SURVEY RESULTS 

As p r e v i o u s l y  mentioned, o v e r  3 , 3 0 8  i n v e n t o r y  forms were completed a s  a p a r t  o f  this 
survey, Frsm t h e s e  3 , 3 0 0  f o r m s ,  3 a r e a s  s o n s i s t h g  o f  o v e r  6 4 8  straxctums were recogaizeJ 
a s  h a v i n g  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  o f  b e i n g  h i s t o r i c  d i s t r i c t s  l i s t e d  i n  t h e  N a t i a a a l  Wegfster of 
H i s t o r i c  P l a c e s .  T w o - h u n d r e d - e i g h t . - f o u r  ( 2 8 4 )  structures were surveyed a s  h a v i n g  potential 
for listing i n  the National R e g i s t e r  o f  H i s t o r i e  P l a c e s  a s  i n d i v i d u a l  s i t e s  - o v e r  f o r t y  
p e r c e n t  (119) of  those p o t s n t i a f f y  i n d i v i d u a P l g  e l i g i b l e  s i t e s  were l o c a t e d  in t h e  goten- 
t f a f  d i s t r i c t s ,  

o l l o w i n g  i s  a  g e n e r a l  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  e a c h  s u r v e y  s e c t i o n ' s  f i n d i n g s .  A d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h e  
o t e n t i a l  N a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r  h i s t o r i c  d i s t r i c t s  is r e s e r v e d  for t h e  e n d  s f  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  
i n c e  a l l  d i s t r i c t s  a r e  b i s e c t e d  by s u r v e y  s e c t i o n  b o u n d a r i e s ,  

Survey Section E 

S e c t i o n  E i s  i n  t h e  n o r t h w e s t  c o r n e r  o f  the i n i t i a l  s u r v e y  a r e a .  It i s  b o u n d  o n  t h e  s o u t h  
b y  D i v i s i o n  Street, o n  the n o r t h  by  Da le  S t r e e b  o n  t h e  west b y  K a n s a s  A v e n u e ,  a n d  o n  t h e  
e a s t  b y  C a m p b e l l  A v e n u e .  T h e  a r e a  i s  b i s e c t e d  b y  t h e  S t .  Louis-San Francisco R a i l r o a d  
t r a c k s .  T h e  a r e a  is p r i m a r i l y  r e s i d e n t i a l ,  with c o m m e r c i a l  a n d  s o m e  i n d u s t r i a l  b o r d e r i n g  
t h e  t r a c k s .  T h i s  a r e a  i s  n o t  c u r r e n t l y  e x p e r i e n c i n g  p r e s s u r e  f o r  r e d e v e l o p m e n t ,  t h u s  
i n v e n t o r y  f o r m s  were c o m p l e t e d  o n  a l l  s t r u c t u r e s  f i f t y  y e a r s  a n d  o l d e r  i n  o n l y  a s m a l l  
p o r t i o n  o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n  ( C h a s e  S t r e e t  t o  Dale S t r e e t ,  M i s s o u r i  A v e n u e  t o  Main A v e n u e ) .  A l l  
o t h e r  s t r u c t u r e s  m e e t i n g  t h e  min imum a g e  r e q u i r e m e n t  were a s s i g n e d  a n  i n v e n t o r y  number in 
the event a d d i t i o n a l  s u r v e y  w o r k  i s  u n d e r t a k e n  i n  t h i s  s e c t i o n .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  a s u r v e y  f o r m  
w a s  c o m p l e t e d  o n  a n y  site d e t e r m i n e d  to b e  p o t e n t i a l l y  e l i g i b l e  f o r  t h e  l o c a l  o r  N a t i o n a l  
R e g i s t e r .  

T h e r e  a r e  c u r r e n t l y  n o  l o c a l l y  d e s i g n a t e d  s i t e s  i n  A r e a  E n o r  a r e  t h e r e  a n y  s i t e s  l i s t e d  i n  
t h e  N a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r  o f  H i s t o r i c  P l a c e s  i n  'Area E. T h e  w e s t e r n m o s t  portion of t h e  
Gammercia1 Street Historic D i s t r i c t  i s  l o c a t e d  i n  A r e a  E ( i t  is completed i n  A r e a  F ) .  T h e  
C o m m e r c i a l  S t r e e t  Historic D i s t r i c t  is b o t h  a Local a n d  N a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r  d i s t r i c t ,  T h e  
l o c a l  district, w h i c h  i n c l u d e s  b o t h  s i d e s  o f  C s m r n e r c i a P  S t r e e t  f x o m  W a s h i n g t o n  t o  L y o n  
A v e n u e ,  was d e s i g n a t e d  J u l y  3 1 ,  1978. The N a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r  district, w h i c h  i s  s l i g h t l y  
s m a l l e r  t h a n  t h e  IscaP, was l i s t e d  i n  the Register May 2 4 ,  1983 .  



Two-hundred-one  ( 2 0 1 )  s u r v e y  f o r m s  were c o m p l e t e d  i n  Area E. F i f t e e n  (15)  of t h o s e  
' s t r u c t u r e s  s u r v e y e d  were r e c o g n i z e d  as  b e i n g  p o t e n t i a l l y  e l i g i b l e  f o r  l i s t i n g  i n  t h e  

N a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r  of H i s t o r i c  Places, T h e y  i n c l u d e  f o u r t e e n  r e s i d e n t i a l  s t r u c t u r e a  
a n d  o n e  s c h o o l .  W. A .  Read J u n i o r  H i g h  S c h o o l  a t  2000 N o r t h  Lyon ,  b u i l t  i n  1921 ( I n v e n t o r y  
Number 398). T h e  f o u r t e e n  r e a l d e n t i a l  s i t e s  a r e  s c a t t e r e d  b u t  a r e  l o c a t e d  p r i m a r i l y  n o r t h  
o f  t h e  r a i l r o a d  tracks .  The p o t e n t i a l  s i t e s  a re :  

SECTION E POTENTIAL NATIONAL REGISTER SITES 

INVENTQR~ INVEWTORY 
NUMBER STREET ADDRESS NUMBER STREET ADDRESS 

66 1841 N. Broadway 
7 1 1895 N .  Broadway 
7 2  1901 N. Broadway 
73 1923 N .  B roadway  

100 1712 N. I r v i n g  
180 1907 N .  D o u g l a s  
181 1913 N. D o u g l a s  

. Douglas . Douglas . Douglas . G r a n t  
Grant 
Lyon 

'. Chase '. C h a s e  
T h e s e  s i t e s  a r e  n o t e d  o n  Map 2 ,  

B 

Survey Section F 

Survey S e c t i o n  F c o m p l e t e s  t h e  n o r t h  t i e r  of t h e  i n i t i a l  s u r v e y  a r e a .  I t  i s  bound by 
B i v i a i o n  Street on t h e  ~ o u t h ,  Bale  Street o n  the n o r t h ,  C a m p b e l l  Avenue o n  t h e  weat a n d  
N a t i o n a l  Avenue on t h e  e a s t ,  Like S e c t i o n  E, i t  is  biaected by t h e  S t .  Lou ie -San  
F r a n c i s c o  r a i l r o a d  t r a c k s .  I t  adeo s h a r e s  t h e  L o c a l  and N a t i o n a l  Reg i s t e r  Commerc i a l  
S t r e e t  H i s t o r i c  D i s t r i c t  w i t h  S e c t i o n  E. 

I n v e n t o r y  f o r m s  were c o m p l e t e d  f o r  e v e r y  a g e - q u a l i f y i n g  s t r u c t u r e  s o u t h  of t h e  r a i l r o a d  
t r a c k s  i n  S e c t i o n  F a n d  f o r  t h o s e  structures n o r t h  o f  t h e  t r a c k s  w h i c h  a p p e e r  e l i g i b l e  f o r  
e i t h e r  t h e  Local  o r  Na t iona l  R e g i s t e r .  

T h e r e  a r e  n o  N a t i o n a l  R e g a s t e r  sites i n  S e s t i o n  F b u t  t h e r e  e r e  s e v e r a l  l o c a l l y  d e s i g n a t e d  
sites. These i n c l u d e  two C i t y  parks - Lafayette P a r k  ( b o u n d  by Thoman S t r e e t ,  B o o n v i l l e  
A v e n u e .  A t l a n t i c  S t r e e t ,  a n d  R o b b e r s o n  Avenue)  and W a s h i n g t o n  Park ( b o u n d  by L o c u s t  S t r e e t ,  

10 



S u m m i t  Avenue, P a d f i e  Street and Clay Avenue) - and t h e  J e f f e r s o n  Avenue Pedestrian 
Footbridge. The f o o t b r i d g e  continues to provide access  to t h e  r e t a i l  establishments on 
Commercial Skreet f a r  the n e i g h b o r h o o d  n o r t h  o f  t h e  r a i l r o a d  t r a c k s  j u s t  as  it d i d  w h e n  
f i r s t  b u i l t  in 1909 ,  T h e  complete l is t  s f  I o c a P f y  d e s i p n a k e d  s - i t e s  j s :  

SECTION F LOCAL A N D  NATIONAL REGISTER S I T E S  

I NYENTORY 
NUMBER NAMEI'ADDWESS 

NATHOESAE 
REGISTER 

53 Csffey-Head%eg House 
1536 N. Bentow 

60  Christian Life Center 
1700 N. Bentsn 

103 S a c r e d  Heart Church 
8689 Summit A v e ,  
(adjacent to Washington Park) 

207 Saint J o h n ' s  Episcopal Church 
515 Ease D i v i s i o n  

Jefferson Avenue Pedestrian Footbridge 
Jefferson at Commercfaf 

L a f a y e t e e  Bark 
Thsman, Atlantic, Bssnvilfe, and R o b b e r s o n  

Washington Park 
Locust, Summit, Pacific and C l a y  

* No inventory number assigned. 

T h r e e  of  t h e  Pocally designated sites a r e  among the many in this a r e a  surveyed as 
potentially eligible f o r  N a t i o n a l  Register Ifsting - the Csffey-Headley House, Sacred Heart 



Church and Saint J o h n ' s  Episcopal Church. 

Five-hundred-eighty-five (585) inventory forms were completed in Section F. Of these, 
thirty-three (33) were recognized as being potentially eligible for the National Register 
of Historic Places and a p~rtion of one potential National Register district was identi- 
fied. Twenty-five (25) of the 33 potential sites are located within t h e  potential d i s -  
trict. All are residential structures except inventory number 2 0 7 ,  which is Saint John's 
Episcopal Church. The potential sites within the potential district are: 

SECTION F POTENTIAL NATIONAL REGISTER SITES 
WITHIN DRURY COLLEGE AREA DISTRICT 

INVENTORY INVENTORY 
NUMBER STREET ADDRESS NUMBER STREET ADDRESS 

Robbersan 
Rsbberson 
Jeff erson 
Jefferson 
Jefferson 
Jefferson 
Jefferson 
Jefferson 
Jefferson 
Jef fesson 
Benton  
Benton 
Benton 

1536 N. Benton 
17x1 N, Washington 
1539 N. Washington 
1529 N. Washingt~n 
1525 N. Washington 
1517 N. Washingt~n 
1502 N. Washington 
1510 N, Washington 
1524 N. Washington 
1 5 3 0  N. Washington 
515 E. Division 
5 1 7  E, Locust 

*Listed in Local Sites Register. 

Potential sites outside caf the district are scattered a n d  include two c h u r c h e s  (numbers 21, 
the North Springfield B a p t i s t  Church, and 103,  Sacred Heart Church) among the eight 
residential structures: 



STREET ADDRESS 

SECvrLUB b' VOTEWTIAL NATIONAL REGISTER S I T E S  
OUTSIDE OF DWURY COLLEGE D I S T R I C t  

INVENTORY INVENTORY 
NUMBER STREET ADDRESS MUMBER 

8 4  1618 M. Washing ton  285 
*PO3 1609 Summit 3 4 0  

113  1518 Summit 351 
223 1045 E ,  Division 6 6 0  

923 E .  Locust 
7 2 1  E. Pacific 
PO17 E .  Pacific 
2041  M ,  Benton 

*Listed in Local S i t e s  Register 

Map 3 notes the location of the potential National Register sites. A discussion of the 
potential "Drury College Area" district, which is located in both Sections F and J ,  will 
follow the discussion of Seetion Q. 

Survey S e c t i o n  1 

Survey Section 1 is located immediately south of Section E and is bordered by Chestnut 
Expressway on t h e  s o u t h ,  Division Street on the north, Kansas Avenue on the west and 
Campbell Avenue on &Re east. The section is vfrtuafPy a 1 1  residential except for an 
area along the railroad tracks in the western pert of the section. The property abutting 
the tracks is used as a service c e n t e r  for the C i t y  of S p r i n g f i e l d  a n d  a s t o r a g e  a r e a  for 
e q u i p m e n t  a n d  m a t e r i a l s  for C i t y  Utilities. Another  major landmark in Section I i s  G r a n t  
Beach Park, a neighborhood p a r k  located in the north central portion of the area. 

A11 structures fifty years or older were assigned an inventory number. Forms were only 
completed on those structures which t h e  Missouri Heritage T r u s t  determined ts have p a t e n -  
tial f o r  l i s t i n g  in the Local or National Register. Sixty-two (62) forms were completed. 

There a r e  n o  National Register s i t e s  o r  d i s t r i c t s  i n  A r e a  I ;  there are, however, five local 
sites. They are: 



SECTION I LOCAL AND NATIONAL REGISTER SITES 

I N V E N T O R Y  
N U M B E R  NAME/ADDRESS 

N A T I O N A L  
REGISTER 

189 Reedy Chapel 
749 Weaver . 

425 Mary E. Wilson Home 
924 N, Main 

4 3 5  Saint John's united Church of Christ 
1110 N, Main 

473 Saint Joseph's Catholic Church 
1 1 0 1  N. Campbell 

1269 Campbell Avenue United Methodist Church 
400 West DivSsSon 

Three of the five local sites were surveyed as being potentially eligible f o r  the National 
Register o f  Historic Places. They are the Campbell Avenue United Methodist Church, Saint 
Joseph's Catholic Church and the Mary E .  Wilson Home. 

Of the sixty-two s i t e s  surveyed in this a r e a ,  twenty-eight (28) were recognized as h a v i n g  
N a t i o n a l  Register potential. T h r e e  (inventory numbers 386 ,  the Church o f  God Holiness; 
4 2 5 ,  Saint Joseph's Catholic Church; and 1269, Campbell Avenue United Methodist Church) are 
churches; the rest are residential structures. Map 4 notes the location of the potential 
National Register sites. They include: 



SECTION .I POTENTIAL N A T I O N A L  REGISTER SITES 

INVENTORY INVENTORY 
WUMBER __ - STREET ADDRESS ---- N U M B E R  STREET ADDRESS -- 

6 4 6  N o  Franklin 
1403 N. Broadway 
1225 N. Broadway 
1 2 2 1  N. Broadway 
1219 N .  Broadway 
1265  W e  Broadway 
1 2 0 1  N. Broadway 
1 2 1 1  N .  Grant 
945 N. Grant  
803 N. Grant 
1347 IS. Main 
$15 N. Main 
924  N. Main 
PI01 N, Campbe l l  

*Listed in Local S i t e s  Register, 

Survev S e c t i o n  9 

1 4 1 9  W ,  Central 
688 W, N%ehs%s 
$ 1 4  W e  Nfchsfs 
lP00 W. S c o t t  
619 W, Webster 
BOP9 W. Webseer 
1825  W e  Webster 
9 9 1 1  W. Webster 
1201 W. Webster 
PO26 W, Division 
508 W, Division 
"504 W. Division 
500 W. Division 
480 W e  Division 

Survey  S e c t i o n  J i s  o n e  o f  t h e  r i c h e s t  i .n both previously d e s i g n a t e d  sites and p o t e n t i a l  
historic sites. The area is e a s t  of Survey Section I and south of F. It is bordered b y  
C h e s t n u t  Expres sway  o n  t h e  s o u t h ,  D i v i s i o n  Street on  the n o r t h ,  Campbell Avenue o n  t h e  w e s t  
and National Avenue on t h e  e a s t ,  The area is a m i x  of  i n s t i t u t i o n a l ,  industrial and 
residential u s e s .  Drury College campus oeeupfes t h e  c e n t e r  sf t h e  area, with Cox M e d i c a l  
Center and t h e  National H e a d q u a r t e r s  of the Assemblies of  God in t h e  northwest corner. The 
city and county government complexes are in t h e  s o u t h w e s t  corner. An a r e a  s f  industrial 
u s e s  is p r e s e n t  along C h e s t n u t  Expressway at its intersection with the railroad spur, 
F i n a l l y ,  S i l v e r  S p r i n g s  Park occupies a large tract of land along the eastern edge of the 
a r e a .  J u s t  w e s t  of  the park and e a s t  of t h e  potential historic district l i e  two urban 
renewal p r o j e c t  areas. Q u i t e  a b i t  s f  the l a n d  is v a c a n t  i n  t h i s  a r e a  where s u b s t a n d a r d  
h a u s i n g  was removed u n d e r  t h e  urban  renewal program, 



Because Section J has experienced b o t h  public sector ( u r b a n  r e n e w a l )  a n d  private sector 
(Cox Medical Center, Assemblies of God) r e d e v e l o p m e n t  pressure, inventory forms were 
completed on all structures f i f t y  years and older. Six hundred f o r t y - f i v e  (645) forms were 
completed. 

No Loca l  o r  N a t i o n a l  Regis ter  d i s tr ic t s  are located in Section J but there are several 
Local and/or N a t i o n a l  Register sites. They are noted on the list b e l o w :  

SECTION J LOCAL AND NATIONAL REGISTER SITES 

INVENTORY NATIONAL 
NUMBER NAME/ADDRESS YEGISTER 

6 

3 U. S .  Post Office and Custom House X 
(City Hall) 830 Boonville 

102 Central High School 
423 East Central 

103 , Springfield-Creene County Public Library 
397 East Central 

Bentley House (Museum of the Ozarks) X 
603 E a s t  CaPhoun 

223 Germania Hal l  ( K n i g h t s  of Pythiaa) 
1226 Boonville 

295 Keasney Home 
1351 N. Benton 



SECTION S LOCAL AND NATIONAL REGISTER S I T E S  (Continued) 

INVENTORY 
N U M B E R  ~ M E / A D D R E S S  

Stone Chapel 
C o r n e r  Benton  and Central 

Bentsn Avenue AME Church 
830 N. Benton 

Washington Avenue Baptist Church 
729 Washington 

NATIONAL 
REGISTER -- 

Of the local sites not listed in the National ~egister, the Trust found seven (7) to be 
potential National Register sites. They are the P u b l i c  Library, Central High School, 
Benton Avenue AME Church, Germania Hall and the Kearney, Truman/Knauer/Holden, end Hsrwood- 
Haydon homes. 

The Missouri Heritage Trust, Inc. found one potential National Register historic district 
and eighty (80) potential National Register sites i n  Section J .  Fifty-five (55) of the 
potential sites are located within the district. F i v e  are institutional b u i l d i n g s  on 
the Drury College campus (inventory numbers 321 ,  Pearson Hall; 322 ,  Warwood Hall; 357,  
Wallace Hall; 358, South Gym; and 662, TRomyson Music Hall), one is a church (336, Central 
Christian Church), and one is a eommerciaP structure (458). The potential sites are: 



SECTION J POTENTIAL NATIONAL REGISTER SITES 
WITHIN DRURY COLLEGE AREA DISTRICT 

INVENTORY INVENTORY 
NUMBER STREET ADDRESS NUMBER STREET ADDRESS 

517 E. Calhoun 
514 E. Lynn 
1101 N. Benton 
1127 N. Benton 
1215 N. Benton 
1225 N. Benton 
'1305 N. Benton 
1311 N. Benton 
1319 N, Benton 
1337 N. Benton 
1351 N. Benton 
1414 N ,  Benton 
1351 N. Benton 
1340 N. Benton 
1328 N, Benton 
Drury College Campus 
Drury College Campus 
1303 N. Washington 
1319 ti. Washington 
1349 N, Washington 
1425 N, Washington 
1 4 3 5  N. Washington 
1445 l?. Washington 
1451 N. Washington 
1 4 6 5  N. Washington 
1 4 7 5  N. Washington 
1470 N, Washington 

*Listed i n  Local Sites Register. 

1462 N. Washington 
2416 N. Washington 
1412 N. Washington 
1408 N. Washington 
1348 N. Washington 
1346 N. Washington 
Drury College Campus 
Drury College Campus 
1333 N. Summit 
1428 N. Summit 
1420 N, Summit 
1414 N. Summit 
1400 N v  Summit 
1310 M. Summit 
1302 N v  Summit 
1200 M. Summit 
1126 N. Summit 
1125 M e  Clay 
1133 N. Clay 
1315 M. Clay 
1423 H. Clay 
1431 N. Clay 
1467 ]Me Clay 
1476 N. Clay 
1350 N. Clay 
1300 N. Clay 
1234 N. Benton 
Drury College Campus 

Potential National Register sites outside the recommended district include one school 
building (Central High School. inventory number 102), two public/government buildings (the 



S p r i n g f i e l d - G r e e n e  County P u b l i c  Library, number 103,  a n d  the H .  S. Jewell P o s t a l  Facility. 
n u m b e r  2201,  a meeting h a l l  (Germanla  Hall, n u m b e r  223 ) ,  a n d  two c h u r c h e s  (the First C h u r c h  
of Christ S c f e n t i s t ,  n u m b e r  6 7  a n d  t h e  Bentsn A v e n u e  ANE Church, number 3 1 2 1 ,  The recom- 
wended s i t e s  a r e :  

S E C T I O N  J POTENTIAL NATIONAL REGISTER S I T E S  
OUTSIDE THE DRUWP COLLEGE A R E A  DISTRICT 

INVENTORY INYENTORY 
NUMBER STREET ADDRESS NUMBER STREET ADDRESS 

320 E .  C e n t r a l  
1108 E, C e n t r a l  
423 E ,  Central 
397 E. Central 
1483 N. Sherman 
1 0 0 0  N, Campbell 
1 0 2 8  N. C a m p b e l l  
870 B o o n v f P l e  
1 2 2 6  B o o n v f P % e  
1 2 2 3  N, Robberson 
1029 N. J e f f e r s o n  
1115 N. J e f f e r s o n  

PI19 N, J e f f e r s o n  
1125 N. J e f f e r s o n  
I129 N. Jefferson 
1311  N. J e f f e r s o n  
1 1 0 4  N. Jefferson 
1102 N, J e f f e r s o n  
940 N. J e f f e r s o n  
$30 N, B e n t o n  
716  H. Washington 
1101  N, S h e r m a n  
1 3 3 4  M. S h e r m a n  
I202 N, R o b b e r s o n  
1188 Pi, R o b b e r s o n  

* L i s t e d  Pn L o c a l  S i t e s  Register. 

Map 5 n o t e s  the p o t e n t i a l  N a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r  sites. A discussion of  the reccmmended 
" D r u r y  College Area" h i s t o r i c  d i s t r i c t  i s  i n c l u d e d  i n  the s e c t i o n  f o l l o w i n g  S u r v e y  S e c t i o n  
Q 

Survey Sectfon M 

S u r v e y  S e c t i o n  M c o n t a i n s  r e l a t i v e l y  few s t r u c t u r e s  b e c a u s e  qf t h e  l o c a t i o n  of the S t .  
L o u i s - S a n  F r a n c i s c o  R a i l r o a d  t r a c k s  a n d  J o r d a n  Creek i n  its center. It is bordered b y  
Survey S e c t i o n  I o n  i t s  n o r t h ,  S u r v e y  Section N t o  t h e  east, a n d  S u r v e y  S e c t i o n  P t o  the 
south. S t r e e t  b o u n d a r i e s  a r e  W a l n u t  S t r e e t  on  t h e  s o u t h ,  C h e s t n u t  E x p r e s s w a y  o n  t h e  n o r t h ,  
Kansas Avenue an t h e  west  and Campbell Avenue sn the e a s t ,  

Land use in Section M i s  m i x e d  w i t h  i n d u s t r i a l  u s e s  a d j a c e n t  t o  the railroad t r a c k s ,  



commercial uses i n  the  southeast  corner, and some residential along the southern and 
northern portions of the area.  

There are n o  National R e g i s t e r  or Local R e g i s t e r  h f s t o r i c  districts i n  S e c t i o n  M. There is 
one N a t f o n a l  Regis ter  site and there a r e  four f o c e l  sftea. They a r e :  

SECTION M LOCAL AND NATIONAL REGISTER SITES 

INVENTORY 
NUMBER 

ESATIONAL 
NAMB/ADDRESS REGISTER 

Abbot t -Peebody  Hsuae 
629 W e  Walnut 

206 Annie Abbot t  House 
633 W ,  Walnut 

Jamea Woodson House 
1045 West Walnut 

Calaboose (Old City Jail) 
409 W ,  McDanfel  

An inventory form ;as comple'ted on all atructurea 50 years end older in Section M. O f  the 
two-hundred-fifty-one (251) sites surveyed, the Trust identified s m a l l  port ions  of two ( 2 )  
p o t e n t i a l  National  Register districts and nine (9) sites that have  National  Register 
potential. Four of t h o s e  sitea are within the p o t e n t i a l  "West Walnut  Street" d i s t r i c t .  
They are: 

SECTION M POTENTIAL NATIONAL REGISTER SITES 
WITHIN THE WEST WALNUT STREET DISTRICT 

INVENTORY INVENTORY 
NUMBER STREET ADDRESS NUMBER STREET ADDRESS 

221 925 W .  Walnut 
2 2 2  933 W, Walnut 

226 1021 W, Walnut 
*231 1045 W, Walnut 

* L i s t e d  i n  L o c a l  Sites Regia ter .  



The  s t h e r  potential National R e g i s t e r  sites are: 

SECTJLO N POTENTIAL N A T I O N A L  REGISTER STTES 
OUTSIDE OF THE WES'H' MALNUT STREET AAMD DOWNTOWN DISTRICTS 

INVENTORY I N V E N T O R Y  
NUMBER STREET ADDRESS WUpf3ER STREET ADDRESS 

5 1 600 I?, G r a n t  
58 647  N .  M a i n  

186 818 C o l l e g e  

" L i s t e d  i n  L o c a l  S i t e s  R e g i s t e r .  

Map 6 n o t e s  the p o t e n t i a l  N a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r  s i t e s .  D i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h e  "West W a l n u t  S t r e e t "  
a n d  "Downtown" d i s t r i c t s  i s  i n c l u d e d  B o B P s w f n g  Section Q .  

Survev S e c t i o n  N 

S u r v e y  S e c t i o n  N c o n t a i n s  t h e  b u l k  o f  S p r i n g f i e l d ' s  c e n t r a l  b u s i n e s s  d i s t r i c t .  S u r v e y  
Section J l i e s  to its n o r t h ,  M t o  t h e  west ,  and Q t o  t h e  s o u t h .  I t s  s t r e e t  b o u n d a r i e s  a r e  
W a l n u t  S t r e e t  o n  t h e  south, C h e s t n u t  E x p r e s s w a y  o n  t h e  n o r t h ,  C a m p b e l l  A v e n u e  o n  t h e  wes t ,  
a n d  N a t i o n a l  A v e n u e  on the e a s t ,  The area has n u m e r o u s  l a n d m a r k s  - t h e  r a i l r o a d  t r a c k s  
r u n n i n g  t h r o u g h  t h e  J o r d a n  C r e e k  V a l l e y ,  the Park Central S q u a r e ,  a n  o l d  q u a r r y  s i t e  now 
f i l l e d  w i t h  w a t e r ,  a n d  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  Plaza r e d e v e l o p m e n t  p r o j e c t ,  a l o n g  w i t h  many a r c h i -  
t e c t u r a l  g e m s .  

B e c a u s e  r e d e v e l o p m e n t  a c t i v i t i e s  a r e  underway i n  S e c t i o n  N ,  i n v e n t o r y  f o r m s  were c o m p l e t e d  
o n  a l l  s t r u c t u r e s  f i f t y  y e a r s  a n d  o l d e r ,  The s u r v e y  map f o r  S e c t i o n  N a l s o  i n c l u d e s  s u r v e y  
r e s u l t s  f r o m  the W a l n u t  S t r e e t  Study. T h e  b o u n d a r y  b e t w e e n  t h e  two s u r v e y s  i s  n o t e d  o n  
Map 7 .  One h u n d r e d - s e v e n t y  (170)  f o r m s  were c o m p l e t e d  a s  a p a r t  s f  the S e c t i o n  N s u r v e y  
a n d  a n  a d d i t i o n a l  f i f t y  a r e  i n c l u d e d  o n  t h e  S e c t i o n  N map f r o m  t h e  W a l n u t  S t r e e t  S t u d y .  

A p o r t i o n  s f  t h e  LQcaP a n d  N a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r  W a l n u t  S t s e e $  H i s t o r i c  District i s  l o c a t e d  i n  
S e c t i o n  N. T h e  l o c a l  d i s t r i c t  was d e s i g n a t e d  O c t o b e r  15 ,  1984 a n d  t h e  N a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r  
district, w h i c h  c o v e r s  a l a r g e r  l a n d  a r e a ,  was d e s i g n a t e d  M a r c h  2 1 ,  1985. I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  
t h e  district, there a r e  three sites l i s t e G  i n  t h e  N a t i o n a l  Register o f  H i s t o r i c  P l a c e s  a n d  



twenty listed in the Springfield Register of Historic Sites in Section N. The designated 
sites are: 

SECTION N LOCAL AND NATIONAL REGISTER SITES 

INVENTORY 
NUMBER 

Walnut Street St. Paul Methodist Church 
1 413 E. .Walnut 

Walnut Street Keet-McElhany House 
3 435 E. Walnut 

Walnut Street Christ Episcopal Church 
PO 601 E m  Walnut 

*Walnut Street Reps House 
211 935 E m  Walnut 

*Walnut Street Mosher House 
55 1147  E. Walnut 

Landers Theatre 
311 Em Walnut 

Shrine Mosque 
601 E m  St. L o u i s  

G%llioz Theatre 
325 Park Central East 

American Legion Memorial Home 
149 Memorial Plaza 

Martin Building 
(Capistrano's) 
216 S, Campbell 

NATIONAL 
REGISTER 



SECTION N LOCAL A N D  NATIONAL REGISTER SITES (Continued) 

INVENTORY 
NUMBER * --- ---* ----- 

Broadstreet's 
309 S o u t h  A v e n u e  

Ozark Pager 8i Janitor S u p p l y  
315 South  Avenue 

Peer Hardware 
317 South Avenue 

Barth's Building 
954 P a r k  Central 

Cox House 
2 2 0  E o  Chestnut 

Landmark Building 
389 N o  Jefferson 

C o l o n i a l  Hdtef 
205 S, Jefferson 

lPSAT1EBMAL 
REGISTER 

Pitts Chapel United Methodist Church 
608 N, Bentow 



SECTION N LOCAL AND NATIONAL REGISTER SITES (Continued) 

INVENTORY 
NUMBER NAME/ADDRESS 

NATIONAL 
REGISTER 

Gibson Chapel United Preabyterian Church 
536 E. Tampa 

Mt. Eagle Missionary Baptist Church 
1000 East McDaniel 

*Located in the Local and National Register Walnut Street Historic 
District. 

**The Missouri H e r i t a g e  Trust. Inc. did not consider this structure to be 
fifty years or older. 

A large portion of the recommended "Downtown" historic district is located in Section N, as 
well as thirty potential National Register sites. Fourteen of those s i t e s  - all commercial 
structures - are located in the potential district. They are: 

SECTION N POTENTIAL NATIONAL REGISTER SITES 
WITHIN DOWNTOWN DISTRICT 

INVENTORY NUMBER 

N-2 John W. Williams Building 
305 West Walnut 

Masonic Temple 
301-307 East Walnut 

Gillioz Theatre 
325 Park Central East 

300 S. Campbell 



SECTION N POTENTIAL NATIONAL REGISTER SITES 
WPTBPN DOWNTOWN DISTRICT ( C o n t i n u e d )  

L a n d e r s  B u i l d i n g  
$49-52  Park C e n t r a l  

Broadstreet's 
309 South Avenue 

Ozarks  Paper and Janitor S u p p l y  
(Rogers and Baldwin Company) 
31% S o u t h  Avenue 

Beer Hardware 
317 S a u t h  Avenue 

Hslland Building 
183-85 Park C e n t r a l  

Pox Theatre 
158 Park Central 

Barthv s Building 
154 Par k  Central 

Gottfried Furniture Company 
326 Bopnv iPPe  

C o l o n i a l  H o t e l  
205 S, Jefferson 

Bell Telephone B u i l d i n g  
301-05 S.  Jefferson 

* L i s t e d  in L o c a l  Sites Register. 



Three churches, four residences, and nine commercial structures are i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  
p o t e n t i a l  N a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r  s i t e s  o u t s i d e  the recommended d i s t r i c t .  They are:  

SECTION N  POTENTIAL NATIONAL REGISTER SITES 
OUTSIDE DOWNTOWN DISTRICT 

INVENTORY NUMBER NAME~ADDRESS 

*Walnut S t r e e t  
1 P 

Walnut S t r e e t  
2 

S t ,  P a u l  M e t h o d i s t  Church 
4 1 3  E, Walnut 

S t ,  P a u l  P a r s o n a g e  
413 E, Walnut  

Walnut S t r e e t  519  E. Walnut  
4 

*Walnut S t r e e t  C h r i s t  E p i s c o p a l  Church  
10 601 E, Walnut 

Walnut  S t r e e t  
1 P 

630 S t ,  Lsufs 

Kentwood Arms Hotel 
700 St. Esufs 

535 St. Louis 

American Legion H a l l  
149 MemorfaP P l a z a  

M u l h o l l a n  Furnfture Company 
331 E. Water 

. Woods-Evertz S t o v e  Co.  
501 N o  Jefferson 



SECTION N POTENTIAL N A T I O N A L  REGISTER S I T E S  
OUTSIDE DOWNTOWN DISTRICT (Contfnued) 

INVENTORY NUMBER 
* -- * --- =-- <*-"- --,- ----"-- NAME/ADDRESS - 

Pitts Chapel United Methodist Church 
600 N. Benton 

Gibson C h a p e l  United Presbyterian 
Church 
536 E. Tampa 

Springfield Furniture Company 
601 Pi. National 

*Listed in Local Sites Register. 

Map 7 notes the potential National Register sites. Discussion of the potential "Down- 
town" historic district is included after Section Q. 

Survev Section P 

Section P constitutes the southwest corner of the current survey area. It is bordered on 
the north by Seetion M and on the east by Section Q. Street boundaries are Walnut Street 
on the north, Kansas Avenue on the west, Grand Street on the south, and Campbell Avenue on 
the east. Aside from a small area of commercial structures in the northeast, the section 
is a d e n s e l y  b u i l t  r e s i d e n t i a l  area, 

Survey forms were completed on all structures fifty years and older in the area bound by 
Madison Street, Fort Avenue, Walnut Street, and Campbell Avenue. Structures outside that 
area were assigned an inventory number if fifty years or older and f s r m s  were completed o n  
those surveyed as having local or National Register potential. Eight-hundred-twenty-one 
(821 )  forms were completed in Section P - wore than in any other section in the survey. 
Portions of two potential Natfonal Register historic districts were found - "Downtowntv and 



"West Walnut Street" - and thirty-three (33) structures were surveyed as having National 
Register potential. 

There are no National Register or local historic districts in Section P. There are also no 
National Register sites but are four local historic sites: 

SECTION P LOCAL AND NATIONAL REGISTER SITES 

INVENTORY 
NUMBER NAME/ADDRESS 

Turner Mouse 
424 South Grant 

O'Day-Felton House 
430 West State 

Olendorff -Haden House 
931 West State 

George A. McLaughlin House 
730 West Walnut 

NATIONAL 
REGISTER 

As mentioned, thirty-three (33) sites were recognized as having National Register poten- 
tial. Eighteen (18) of the sites are in the proposed "West Walnut Street" district; none 
are in the "Downtown" district. Structures in the "West Walnut Street" district are all 
residential and include: 

SECTION B POTENTIAL NATIONAL REGISTER SITES 
WITHIN THE WEST WALNUT STREET DISTRICT 

INVENTORY INVENTORY 
NUMBER STREET ADDRESS NUMBER STREET ADDRESS 

655  448 S. Main 
656 440 S .  Main 

1172 903 E. Elan 
1186 732 W. Pershing 



SECTION P POTENTIAL N A T I O N A L  REGISTER SITES 
WITHIN THE WEST WALNUT STREET DISTRICT QCsn&fwued) 

INVENTORY INVENTORY 
N U M B E R  STREET ADDRESS NUMBER STREET ADQRESS 

6 5 9  438  S.  Plain I 2 6 2  
&-I n / n  

716 W .  W a l n u t  
1048 632  M t ,  Vernon T~~~~ 730 W. W a l n u t  
P I 4 7  724  E .  Elm 1 2 6 8  8 2 2  W .  W a l n u t  
I 1 4 9  7 3 4  E. Elm 1 2 7 1  838 W, W a l n u t  
9 1 6 9  915 E .  Elm 1 2 7 2  9 0 2  W e  Walnut 
I 2 3 2  9 3 7  W. P e r s h i n g  1 2 7 4  914 W, Walnut 
1 2 6 1  7 1 0  W .  W a l n u t  1 2 7 7  1080 W. Walnut 

* L i s t e d  i n  Loca l  Sites R e g i s t e r ,  

S t r u c t u r e s  o u t s i d e  o f  t h e  d i s t r i c t s  which were r e c o g n i z e d  a s  h a v i n g  N a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r  
p o t e n t i a l  a r e  also aHP r e s i d e n t i a l  structures a n d  i n c l u d e :  

SECTION P POTENTIAL NATIONAL REGISTER SITES 
OUTSIDE THE WEST WALNUT STREET A N D  DOWNTOWN DISTRICTS 

INVENTORY INVENTORY 
NUMBER STREET ADDRESS NUMBER STREET ADDRESS 

520 S.  N e w  977 8 2 3  W .  S t a t e  
518 S .  N e w  981 7 2 9  W e  S t a t e  
8 0 4  S .  B r a a d w a y  9 8 4  6 4 5  W .  S t a t e  
7 2 2  S .  B roadway  9 9 5  4 2 5  W. S t a t e  
9 0 4 3  W e  Msnrse 1041 5 2 0  Mt. Vernon 
430 W. S t a t e  1256  5 2 4  W e  Walnut 
8 1 6  W .  S t a t e  1 2 8 7  1200 W e  W a l n u t  
931 W e  S t a t e  

* L i s t e d  i n  L o c a l  S i t e s  R e g i s t e r .  



Map 8 notes the potential National Register sites. Discussion of the potential "Down- 
town" and "West Walnut Streett' districts is included after Section Q. 

Survey Section Q 

Section Q is the southeast anchor of the current survey area. It is bordered by Section P 
on the east and Section N on the north. Street boundaries are Walnut Street on the north, 
Campbell Avenue on the west, Grand Street on the south, and National Avenue on the east. 
The area is a mix of residential, institutional, and commercial uses. The downtown 
commercial district extends into Section Q's northwest corner while the Southwest Missouri 
State University campus occupies the entire southeast quadrant of Section Q. 

Section Q is experiencing redevelopment pressure as a result of both downtown revitaliza- 
tion and the University's expansion. Consequently, a survey form was completed on all 
structures fifty years or older in this area. Survey Map Q also contains results of the 
Walnut Street Study. The boundary between survey areas is noted on Map 9. Three-hundred- 
twenty-one (321) survey forms were completed in Section Q and an additional one-hundred- 
fifty-five (155) structures on Survey Map Q were surveyed as a part of the Walnut Street 
Study. 

A portion of the Local and National Register Walnut Street Historic District extends into 
the northeast corner of Section Q. In addition, there are eleven (11) local sites and one 
site listed in the National Register of Historic Places. They are: 

SECTION Q LOCAL AND NATIONAL REGISTER SITES 

INVENTORY NATIONAL 
NUMBER NAME/ADDRESS REGISTER 

*Walnut Street Fellows House 
52 1000 E. Walnut 

*Walnut Street Curran House 
53 944 E, Walnut 

*Walnut Street McCann-Jewel1 House 
58 900 E. Walnut 



SECTION Q LOCAL A N D  NATIONAL REGISTER SITES  (Continued) 

TNVEN"I%ORY 
NUMBER NAME/ADDRESS 

Fricke-Websri Rouse 
619 South  Avenue  

McCul%ah-Pierce House 
625-627 South Avenue 

Davts-Bingman House 
435 South Avenue 

Sherwood-Landers House 
6 4 1  South Avenue 

Landers  Rouse 
6 4 8  South Avenue 

Day House 
614 South Avenue 

Saint Agnes Catholic Church 
533 S. Jefferson 

Carrington Hall, SMSU 
901 S. National 

NATIONAL 
REGISTER 

"Located in the Local and National Register Walnut Street Historic District. 

A portion of the potential "Downtownvq historic district is located in the northwest corner 
of Section 9 .  It contains s i x  (6) of the fifty-seven (57) sites surveyed as having 
potential for listing o n  the National Register of  Historic Places. The six are commercial 
structures and include: 



SECTION Q POTENTIAL NATIONAL REGISTER SITES 
WITHIN THE DOWNTOWN DISTRICT 

INVENTORY INVENTORY 
NUMBER NAME/ADDRESS NUMBER NAME/ADDRESS 

51 Medical Arts Bldg. 320 320 W. Walnut 
430-436 South Avenue 

7 1 Y.M.C.A. 323 210 E. Walnut 
417 S. Jefferson 

324 Hotel Seville 
317 Wilhoit-Bay Building 214 E, Walnut 

300-24 E. Pershing 

The fifty-one (51) sites outside the district which were recognized as having National . 
Register potential are primarily residential. However, one church (inventory number 73 - 
St. Agnes Catholic Church, 533 S. Jefferson), a water tower (number 197),  and four institu- 
tional buildings on the Southwest Missouri State University campus (number 190 - Siceluff 
Hall, 191 - Hill Hall, 192 - Carrington Hall, and 193 - McDonald Arena) are also represent- 
ed in the listing. The following are those structures recognized by the Trust as having 
National Register potential: 

SECTION Q POTENTIAL NATIONAL REGISTER SITES 
OUTSIDE DOWNTOWN DISTRICT 

INVENTORY INVENTORY 
NUMBER STREET/ADDRESS NUMBER STREET/ADDRESS 

Walnut St. W. S. 15 808 E. Walnut 
7 500 E .  Walnut W. S. 16 736 E. Walnut 

W. S. 12 838 E. Walnut W. S. 17 720 E. Walnut 
W. S. 13 822 E. Walnut W. S. 18 716 E. Walnut 
W. S. 14 812 E. Walnut W e  S. 19 708 E. Walnut 



SECTION Q POTENTIAL NA-TIONWL REGISTER SITES 
OUTSIDE DOWNTOWN DISTRICT (Continued) 

INVENTORY INVENTORY 
NUPfBEW 
P 

STREET/ADDRESS - NUMBER STREET~ADDRESS 

425 E .  Elm 
525 E. Elm 
500 E. Elm 
631 E. E l m  
701 E. E l m  
719 E, E l m  
731 E e  E l m  
826 E, Elm 
814 E, Enm 
808 E, Elm 
756 S .  Campbell 
699 Soueh Ave, 
627  South h e ,  
635 South Ave, 
641 South Ave.  
649 South Ave. 
711 South A v e -  
735 South Ave. 
741  South Ave. 
$52 South Ave.  
533 S ,  J e f f e r s o n  

*Listed in Local S i t e s  Register. 

6 6 4  S ,  Kimbrough 
60% S, Florence 
611  S, Florence  
6 1 7  S, Florence 
623  %, Florence  
629  S, Florence 
635 S o  Florence 
6 4 8  S ,  F l o r e n c e  
6 3 4  S ,  Florence 
628 S ,  Florence 
622  S .  Florence 
616 S .  Florence 
610 S ,  Florence 
SMSU Campus 
SMSU Campus 
SMSU Campus 
SMSU Campus 
217 E .  Grand 
2 1 9  W .  Madison 
600 E .  Harrison 
316 M t ,  Vernon 

Map 9 notes the location of potential National Register sites. A discussion of the 
potential "Downtown" historic district is contained in the n e x t  section of t h e  s u r v e y  
report .  





HISTORIC D STRICT 
RECOMMENDAT 





HISTORIC DPSTRHCT RECOMMENDATIONS 

A f t e r  s u r v e y i n g  seven s q u a r e  miles o f  the c i t y  the  M i s s o w 1  N e r i t ~ g e  T r u s e ,  I n c ,  n o t e d  t h a t  
"there a r e  a number o f  city a r e a s  where l a r g e  concentrations o f  contiguous h o m e s  of 
t e c h n i c a l  historicity s u r v i v e  within $ h e  s u r v e y e d  iimits s f  Springfield, The s h e e r  w u ~ b e r  
sf h o m e s  built bebween  2895 snd W o r l d  War I ,  taken t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e  s p r a w l  o f  t h e  p o s t  war 
g r o w t h  cycles, w o u l d  i n s u r e  t h a t  many would s u r v i v e  n e a r  t o  the c i t y  c e n t e r . ' '  

The Trust r e commended  t h a t  t h r e e  o f  t h o s e  a f e a s  - two  r e s i d e n t i a l  a n d  o n e  c o m m e r c i a l  - b e  
f u r t h e r  i n v e s t i g a t e d  a s  t o  t h e i r  e l i g i b i l i t y  f o r  l i s t i n g  i n  the N a t f s n a l  Reg is te r  o f  
H i s t o r i c  P l a c e s .  T h e  T r u s t  s e l e c t e d  t h e s e  areas o v e r  o t h e r s  o f  t e c h n i c a l  historicity 
b e c a u s e  t h e  " d i s t r i c t s  b o a s t  a r c h i t e c t - d e s i g n e d  homes  a n d  i m p o s i n g  examples o f  p o p u l a r  
a r c h i t e c t u r a l  m o v e m e n t s  w h i c h  t o u c h e d  S p r i n g f i e l d  a s  t h e y  d i d  the n a t i o n ,  i n f l u e n c i n g  a n d  
a f f e c t i n g  t h e  s o c f o - e c o n o m i c  e l i t e  of  t h e  c i t y .  On t h e  o t h e r  h m d ,  t h e  d f s e ~ f c t ~  n o t  
recommended a r e  t h e  r e s i d e n t i a l  s t r e e t s  o f  t h e  w o r k i n g  class a n d  t h e  f l u i d  l o w e r  e c h e l o n s  
o f  t h e  u p w a r d l y  mobile c l a s s  a t  the t u r n  sf t h e  c e n t u r y  a n d  i t s  f i r s t  d e c a d e  o r  s o .  
A r c h i t e c t u r a l l y ,  t h e s e  h o u s e s  a r e  f o r  the most p a r t  mundane  a n d  r e p e t i t i v e ,  c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  
l a r g e  n u m b e r s  b y  s p e c u l a t i v e  b u i l d e r s  according t o  a few s t a n d a r d i z e d  p l a n s . "  

T h e  t h r e e  p o t e n t i a l  historic d i s t r i c t s  - D r u r y  C o l l e g e  Area, Downtown,  a n d  West W a l n u t  
S t r e e t  - a r e  discussed below. 

DistrSct # I  - Drury College Area 

The  p o t e n t i a l  D r u r y  C o l l e g e  Area h i s t o r i c  d i s t r i c t  i s  l o c a t e d  i n  S u r v e y  S e c t i o n s  F a n d  J .  
See Map 1 2  f o r  d i s t r i c t  b o u n d a r i e s .  I t  is t h e  l a r g e s t  s f  t h e  t h r e e  recommended d i s -  
t r i c t s ,  c o n t a i n i n g  o v e r  t h r e e - h u n d r e d  (388)  s t r u c t u r e s .  S e v e n t y - s e v e n  ( 7 7 )  s f  t h o s e  
s t r u c t u r e s  were a l s o  r e c o g n i z e d  a s  h a v i n g  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  t o  b e  i n d i v i d u a l l y  l i s t e d  i n  the 
N a t i o n a l  Register. F i v e  o f  t h o s e  s e v e n t y - s e v e n  a r e  a l r e a d y  l i s t e d  o n  t h e  l o c a l  R e g i s t e r  
o f  H i s t o r i c  S i t e s .  T h e y  i n c l u d e  i n v e n t o r y  n u m b e r s  F-53,  F-207,  5 - 2 9 5 ,  3 - 3 0 4 ,  a n d  5-305. 
A p p r o x i m a t e l y  t h i r t y  ( 3 0 )  o f  t h e  s t r u c t u r e s  in t h e  d i s t r i c t  are m o d e r n - b u i l t  a f t e r  1935. 

T h e  h i s t o r i c  a n d  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  a f  t h e  Drury C o l l e g e  Area has l o n g  b e e n  
r e c o g n i z e d .  Two s t r u c t u r e s  i n  t h e  a r e a  - t h e  Bentley House a t  603 East C a l h o u n  ( i n v e n t o r y  
number  5 - 1 4 5 )  a n d  S t o n e  C h a p e l  o n  t h e  D r u r y  C o l l e g e  campus ( i n v e n t o r y  number 5 -311)  are  
l i s t e d  i n  t h e  N a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r  sf H i s t o r i c  P l a c e s  a n d  t h e  l o c a l  Historic S i t e s  R e g i s t e r .  



Six other structures are also listed in the Springfield Register of Historic Sites. The 
Local and National Register listings are: 

LOCAL AND N A T I O N A L  REGISTER SITES 
DRURY COLLEGE AREA HISTORIC DISTRICT 

INVENTORY NUMBER NAME/ADDRESS 

Coffey-Readley House 
1536 M. Benton 

Christian Life Center 
1700 N. Benton 

NATIONAL 
REGISTER 

Saint John's E p i s c o p a l  Church 
8 1 5  E. Division 

Bentley House 
(Museum of the Ozarks) 
603 E. Calhoun 

Keasney Home 
1351 N. Benton 

Truman/Knauer/Holden Mouse 
1414 N. Benton 

Harwood-Haydon H o u s e  
1352 N. Benton 

Stone Chapel 
Drury College Campus 

The Drury College Area district extends from Central Street at its southernmost point to 
just south of Commercial Street at its northernmost point. It includes p r o p e r t y  from Clay 
Avenue to Jefferson Avenue. The proposed district extends north of Division Street into 



Section F b u t  the primary focus of t h e  d i s t r i c t  i s  s o u t h  o f  D i v i s i o n  i n  Section 2 ,  The 
district is p r i m a r i l y  r e s P d e n & i a l  w i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  sf a f e w  c h u r c h e s  and  the D r w y  
CaPlzge campus, Missouri H e r i t a g e  Trust s t a f f e r  D a v i d  Denman had t h i s  to s a y  a b o u t  t h e  
Drury  College Area's boundaries: 

)E It (the U r u r y  College Area) i s  t h e  r e m n a n t  of what was once e much l a r g e r  
r e s i d e n t i a l  a r e a  extending s B f g h t B y  to the north of %Re present boundaries, though 
primarily to the west. Losses have b e e n  severe at the edge of the district. What 
remains however, is contiguous and stands on its own merit. The houses were built 
over a relatfvefy long period of time (for Springfield)--cam 1885 to 1920 by 
Springfield's middle and upper c lasses .  Most of the homes are large, two story 
structures w f t h  s i z a b l e  Pots wfth Rouses set well back from the street. 

On the north, the district extends  b e y o n d  Division Street. The boundary is ragged 
because sf Posses in the streetseape, To the east, the district line i s  ambiguous as 
the area gradually gives way to a more m o d e s t  neighborhood. The d i s t r i c t  line is 
drawn to reflect the dominant theme of the district. On the west, these h a v e  been 
major losses beyond Bewton Street, On t h e  south, the fine may o r  mag not be drawn to 
incorporate the campus of Drury College." 

The recommended boundaries have been drawn to include the Drury College campus. 

The Drurg College Area h a s  been favorably compared with the Walnut Street Historic D i s t r i c t  
in that the structures in each are sfwfPar in style and age.  Where the Walnut Street 
Historic District is primarily a one street "strip" of historic houses, though, the Drury 
College Area contains s e v e r a l  blocks of fine residential structures built in the Pate 
1800's to early 1900's. 

As discussed in Sections F and J, this area has experienced redevelopment pressure from a 
v a r i e t y  of institutional uses. Cox Medical Center and the WatibnaP Headquarters sf 
the Assemblies of God are located immediately west of the potential district. An ownership 
search r e v e a l s  that the two institutions own many parcels of land in the area in addition 
to their major bufldfngs. Some have been cleared for parking and open  space while the rest 
are used as housing. The resulting effect is that there are many p r o p e r t i e s  just west ~f 
t h e  district line nhich wouP6 be labeled "non-contributing" if i n c l u d e d  in t h e  district. 

Same losses h a v e  a l s o  occurred ow t h e  eas tern  edge of t h e  district as a part of urban 
renewal projects. The loss of actual structures has not been so s e v e r 6  as that west, 
h o w e v e r ,  many of the remaining structures have been "modernized" with historically inap- 



p r o p r i a t e  t r e a t m e n t s .  

A t h i r d  p r e s s u r e  b e i n g  f e l t  i n  t h i s  a r e a  i s  t h a t  o f  d i s i n v e s t m e n t .  I n  s o m e  i n s t a n c e s ,  t h e  
d i s i n v e s t m e n t  is  t h a t  n o r m a l l y  s e e n  i n  o l d e r  n e i g h b o r h o o d s  t h a t  h a v e  b e c o m e  i n c r e a s i n g l y  
r e n t e r - o c c u p i e d .  E x a c e r b a t i n g  t h e  p r o b l e m  i s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  a p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  a r e a  i s  z o n e d  
f o r  t w o - f a m i l y  a n d  m u l t i - f a m i l y  d w e l l i n g s ,  g i v i n g  a n  i n c e n t i v e  t o  e i t h e r  d i v i d e  e x i s t i n g  
s t r u c t u r e s  i n t o  a p a r t m e n t s  o r  r a z e  s t r u c t u r e s  f o r  new a p a r t m e n t  b u i l d i n g s .  T h e  a r e a ' s  
p r o x i m i t y  t o  Cox  H o s p i t a l ,  t h e  A s s e m b l i e s  o f  God ,  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  c o m p l e x ,  a n d  D r u r y  C o l l e g e  
m a k e s  t h e  a r e a  a p r i m e  t a r g e t  f o r  r e n t a l  h o u s i n g .  

S t r a t e g i e s  t o  p r e s e r v e  t h e  D r u r y  C o l l e g e  Area d i s t r i c t  a r e  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  R e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  
a n d  S t r a t e g i e s  s e c t i o n .  

Distr ict  #2  - Downtown 
T h e  p o t e n t i a l  Downtown h i s t o r i c  d i s t r i c t  ( s e e  Map 10) c o n t a i n s  o n e - h u n d r e d  f i f t y - t w o  
( 1 5 2 )  s t r u c t u r e s  a n d  i s  l o c a t e d  p r i m a r i l y  i n  S e c t i o n  N ,  w i t h  p a r t s  e x t e n d i n g  i n t o  S e c t i o n s  
M ,  P a n d  Q.  I t  i s  t h e  s m a l l e s t  o f  t h e  p r o p o s e d  d i s t r i c t s  a n d  i s  a c o m m e r c i a l  d i s t r i c t  - 
t h e  o n l y  o n e  o f  t h r e e  r e c o m m e n d e d  d i s t r i c t s .  S u r v e y o r  D a v i d  Denman s t a t e s :  

" t h o u g h  t h e r e  h a v e  b e e n  i m p o r t a n t  l o s s e s  a n d  d e f a c i n g  o f  h i s t o r i c  b u i l d i n g s  i n  
t h e  d o w n t o w n  a r e a ,  t h e r e  i s  s t i l l  a  l a r g e  a n d  c o n t i g u o u s  g r o u p i n g  o f  b u i l d i n g s  
w h i c h  may ,  w i t h  m o r e  r e s e a r c h ,  p r o v e  t o  b e  w o r t h y  o f  n o m i n a t i o n  t o  t h e  N a t i o n a l  
R e g i s t e r .  

T h e  c o r e  a r e a  c e n t e r s  o n  t h e  o l d  t o w n  s q u a r e ,  o r  w h a t  i s  c a l l e d  t o d a y  " P a r k  
C e n t r a l . "  M o s t  o f  the s i g n i f i c a n t  b u i l d i n g s  i n  t h e  a r e a  were c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  t h e  
1 9 0 0 - 1 9 3 0  p e r i o d ,  a r e  m u l t i p l e  s t o r y ,  a n d  o r i g i n a l l y  p l a n n e d  a s  m i x e d  r e t a i l  a n d  
o f f i c e  use. M o s t  a r e  o f  s t e e l  f r a m e  w i t h  b r i c k ,  s t o n e ,  o r  t e r r a  c o t t a  c l a d d i n g .  
An e x c e p t i o n  t o  t h e  a b o v e  i s  f o u n d  i n  t h e  f i r s t  b l o c k  o f  S o u t h  S t r e e t  w h e r e  
s e v e r a l  i m p o r t a n t  m u l t i - s t o r y  l a t e  n i n e t e e n t h  c e n t u r y  s t o r e f r o n t s  s u r v i v e .  

The l i m i t s  o f  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  d i s t r i c t  a r e  w e l l - d e f i n e d  o n  t h e  s o u t h ,  e a s t  a n d  w e s t .  On 
t h e s e  t h r e e  f a c e s ,  t h e  d i s t r i c t  o f  h i s t o r i c  b u i l d i n g s  g i v e s  w a y  t o  v a c a n t  l o t s  o n  t h e  
s o u t h  a n d  w e s t  a n d  new c o n s t r u c t i o n  o n  t h e  e a s t .  T h e  l i n e  i s  n o t  so  c l e a r  o n  t h e  
n o r t h .  Here t h e  d i s t i n c t i o n  i s  i n  h i s t o r i c  u s e .  E x t e n d i n g  t o  t w o  m a i n  t r a c k  l i n e s  o f  
t h e  r a i l r o a d  r u n n i n g  t h r o u g h  t h e  J o r d a n  C r e e k  V a l l e y  w a s  a n  a r e a  o f  l a r g e  w a r e h o u s e s  
a n d  m a n u f a c t u r i n g  p l a n t s  i n  t h e  1880-1940 p e r i o d ,  a n d  t o  a m o r e  l i m i t e d  e x t e n t  i n t o  



t h e  present day, though most are u n d e r - u s e d  i f  at a l l . "  

The recommended b o u n d a r i e s  h a v e  been drawn so  t h a t  the commercial b u i l d i n g s  a r e  included 
b u t  the industriaP/warehause s t r u c t u r e s  a r e  not, 

Two s t r u c t u r e s  w i t h i n  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  D o w n ~ a w n  district a r e  l i s t e d  i n  b o t h  t h e  National 
R e g i s t e r  o f  B P s t o r l c  Places  and the L o c a l  R e g i s t e r  - t h e  C a l a b o o s e  (Old City J a i l )  at 409 
West MeDaniel, i n v e n t o r y  number N-243 and the Landers  Theatre at 311 East Walnut, i n v e n t o r y  
number N - 5 .  E f g b t  sther s tructures  are l i s t e d  i n  t h e  PscaE H i s t o r i c  S i t e s  Register, a l l  in 
S e c t i s w  N, The Local and National Register listings are: 

LOCAL A N D  NATIONAL REGISTER SITES 
DOWNTOWN HISTORIC DISTRICT 

INVENTORY NUMBER NAME/ADDRESS 
NATIONAL 
REGISTER 

C a l a b o s s e  (Old C i t y  Jail) X 
489  W *  MeDaniel 

L a n d e r s  Theatre 
311 E, Walnut 

GiIBioz Theatre 
325 Park C e n t r a l  East 

Martin Building (Capistrano's) 
216 S. Campbell 

Broadstreet's 
389 S o u t h  Avenue 

Ozark Paper  & Janitor S u p p l y  
315 S o u t h  Avenue 

Peer Hardware 
3 1 7  S o u t h  Avenue 



LOCAL AND NATIONAL REGISTER SITES 
DOWNTOWN HISTORIC DISTRICT (Continued) 

INVENTORY NUMBER NAME/ADDRESS 

Barth's Building 
154 Park Central 

Landmark Building 
309 North Jefferson 

Colonial Hotel 
205 S. Jefferson 

NATIONAL 
REGISTER 

An additional twenty (20) structures (fourteen in Section N and six in Section Q) were 
surveyed as having the potential to be listed in the National Register of Historic Plates 
as individual sites. Six of those are listed in the Local Register - N-44 - Gillioz 
Theatre, N-98 - Broadstreet's, N-99 - Ozark Paper and Janitor Supply, N-100 - Peer Hard- 
ware, N-119 - Rarth's Building and N-143 - Colonial Hotel. 

The Downtown historic district has suffered serious losses as a result of urban renewal 
projects and modernization attempts. As with most central business districts, Spring- 
field's was relatively healthy until a large enclosed mall was built on the south s i d e  of 
t o w n .  In keeping with a nationwide phenomenon, Springfield turned its square into a 
pedestrian mall. Amenities such as a fountain, sculptures, and landscaping were provided 
in order to "spruce" up the old downtown as well as draw customers away from the shopping 
malls. Shop owners were encouraged to modernize their buildings as well, thus several 
structures with fine architectural details were sheathed with metal siding and/or the 
architectural elements removed. Othex structures were razed to provide parking. A metal 
canopy was constructed around the square in an attempt to provide some protection from 
the elements, Government entities demonstrated little sensitivity to the architectural 
heritage downtown either. In the 1970's the State of Missouri acquired t w o  large struc- 
tures on the square in which to consolidate their Springfield offices. The first story of 
the Landers Building, inventory number N-88, and the first story of the old J. C. Penney's 
building, inventory number N-115, were inappropriately modernized. 

Considered alone, the Park Central Square  might not be eligible for listing as a National 
Register historic district. The ma91 improvements - the fountain and surrounding ameni- 



i e s ,  t h e  c a n o p y ,  t h e  removal of  t r a f f i c  ( e v e n  t h o u g h  a p o r t i o n  h a s  b e e n  r e t u r n e d )  - 
o u p f e d  w i t h  t h e  demalitfons a n d  s t o r e f r o n t  m s d i f i c a t i o n s  m a y  Rave  a d v e r s e l y  a f f e c t e d  
owntown's "sense  oE tine a n d  place.'' S t a f f  from b o t h  the Missouri D i l ~ i s i o n  of  P a r k s  

a n d  H i s t o r i c  P r e s e r v a t j o n  a n d  the Missouri Heritage T r u s t ,  I n c ,  h a v e  expressed d o ~ ~ b t s  t h e  
S q u a r e  c o u l d  s t a n d  a l o n e  i n  a nomination, Combined with t h e  c o m m e r c i a l  a r e a s  e n  C a m p b e l l  
a n d  Solath A v e n r l e s  a n d  W a l n u t  S t x ~ e t ,  Choug11, a Kational Kegfseer  nsminat%on would b e  m u c h  
stronger, Those s t r e e t s  c o n t a i n  many f i n e  h i s t o r i c  s t r u c t u r e s .  W h i l e  s o m e  R a v e  b e e n  
i n a p p r o p r i a t e l y  m o d e r n i z e d ,  t h e  r a t e  s f  i n t r u s i o n  of n o n c s n t r i b u t f n g  s t r u c t u r e s  i s  much 
l e ss  t h a n  t h a t  d i r e c t l y  o n  t h e  S q u a r e ,  

T h e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  i n t e g r i t y  o f  the d o w n t o w n  a r e a  c o n t i n u e s  t o  b e  t h r e a t e n e d  a s  p u b l i c  a n d  
p r i v a t e  o f f i c i a l s  s e a r c h  f o r  t h e  k e y  to r e v i t a l i z a t i o n .  Parking r e m a i n s  a  p r o b l e m  a n d  
p r o p o s a l s  t o  a e e o m n o d a t e  a d d i t l ~ n a l  p a r k i n g  are  either i n  t h e  f o r m  o f  b u i l d i n g  a  h i g h  r i s e  
s t r u c t u r e  o n  a n  e x i s t i n g  p a r k i n g  l o t  o r  p r o v i d i n g  a d d i t i o n a l  s u r f a c e  p a r k i n g  b y  d e m o l i t i o n  
of  e x i s t i n g  s t r u c t u r e s .  Many s t r u c t u r e s  s i t  v a c a n t  o r  with o n l y  f i r s t  flssrs o c c u p i e d .  
D e t e r i o r a t i o n  c o n t i n u e s  u n t i l  s o m e  c o u l d  be c l a s s i f i e d  a s  " d e m o l i t i o n  b y  n e g l e c t . "  O t h e r  
b u i l d i n g s ,  q u e s t i o n a b l y  lucky, a r e  s a v e d  from d e t e r i o r a t i o n  b u t  t h e  d i s p l a y  w i n d o w s  a r e  
b r i c k e d  o r  t h e  t e r r a  c o t t a  s t u c c o e d  t o  make t h e  b u i l d i n g  m o r e  " u s e a b l e . "  Some o f  t h e  
d a m a g e  c a n  b e  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  i g n o r a n c e  o f  t h e  s t r u c t u r e P s  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  h e r i t a g e .  W h i l e  
m a n y  p e o p l e  r e c o g n i z e  t h e  v a l u e  i n  p r e s e r v i n g  a n  o l d  R o u s e ,  t h e y  f a i l  t o  r e a l i z e  t h e  
r i c h n e s s  a n d  s i g n f f i e a n c e  o f  t h e  t e r r a  c o t t a ,  v i t r o l i t e  and e a r r a r a  glass, a n d  o t h e r  
b u i l d i n g  m a t e r i a l s  i n  S p r i n g f i e l d ' s  d o w n t o w n .  

S t r a t e g i e s  t o  p r e s e r v e  t h e  Downtown d i s t r i c t  a r e  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  R e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  a n d  
S t r a t e g i e s  s e c t i o n .  

Distr ict  #3 - West Walnut Street 

T h e  p o t e n t i a l  West W a l n u t  S t r e e t  historic d i s t r i c t  i s  l a c a t e d  p r i m a r i l y  i n  S e c t i o n  P w i t h  a 
s m a l l  p o r t i o n  i n  S e c t i o n  M .  I t  c o n t a i n s  176  s t r u c t u r e s ,  26 i n  S e c t i o n  M a n d  1 5 0  i n  S e c t i o n  
P .  S e v e n  s t r u c t u r e s  were s u r v e y e d  a s  b e i n g  m o d e r n - b u i l t  a f t e r  1 9 3 5 .  T h e  a r e a  i s  gener- 
a l l y  b o u n d  b y  Walnut S t r e e t  o n  t h e  n o r t h ,  M t .  V e r n o n  o n  t h e  s o u t h ,  B r o a d w a y  A v e n u e  o n  t h e  
w e s t  a n d  Main A v e n u e  o n  t h e  e a s t  ( see  Map 1 1 ) .  ' A P B  p r o p e r t i e s  w i t h i n  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  
d i s t r i c t  a r e  r e s i d e n t i a l  i n  n a t u r e  e x c e p t  f o r  ~ a r n ~ b e l l  E l e m e n t a r y  S c h o o l  ( i a v e n t o r y  number 
P-9305). 

No s t r u c t u r e s  w i t h i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t  a r e  l i s t e d  i n  t h e  N a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r  s f  H i s t o r i c  P l a c e s  
a n d  o n l y  three are l i s t e d  i n  the L o c a l  Register, They a r e :  



L O C A L  A N D  N A T I O N A L  R E G I S T E R  SITES 
WEST W A L N U T  STREET HISTORIC DISTRICT 

I N V E N T O R Y  NUMBER NAMEJADDRESS 

James Woodson House 
1045 West Walnut 

Turner House 
427 South Grant 

George A ,  McLaughlin House 
730 East Walnut 

N A T I O N A L  
REGISTER 

Twenty-two structures in this area were recognized as being potentially eligible for the 
National Register of Historic Places. Over half of those structures are located in four 
blocks of West Walnut Street. 

David Denman described the West Walnut Street district in this way: 

"The (West Walnut Street area) was a neighborhood of the well-to-do from the 
1880s until approximately 1900, with very few homes built after that date. It was 
once part of a larger neighborhood which bordered the city center, spreading outward 
to include the area surviving today, During the last fifty years, the neighborhoods 
on College and the streets east of Main have been obliterated, leaving only a house or 
two to testify to what once was there. The district area is all that survives with 
any cohesive quality to it. The area on Pershing and Elm Streets is slightly differ- 
ent, representing another generation of building in Springfield. These are the houses 
of skilled workers and middle class families who built as close as possible to the 
prestigious West Walnut Street. 

The recommendation to nominate the West Walnut Street area to the National Register of 
Historic Places must be qualified. Should a nomination be pursued, it may be rejected 
for the following reason: discontinuity of streetscape-historically, the West Walnut 
area did not remain a preferential neighborhood long into the twentieth century 
as did East Walnut Street, for instance--its decline began earlier and it shows today, 
There are numerous gaps where they remain either empty or filled with out-of-scale 



modern d e v e l o p m e n t ,  Very few sf t h e  Rsaes h a v e  been p r s p e r l y  m a i n t a i n e d  a n d  many  a r e  
i n  d e p l o r a b l e  condition." 

The decline t h a t  David described i s  t h e  worst t h r e a t  f a r i n g  t h e  WesP M a l n u t  S t r e e t  a r e a  
t o d a y ,  T h e  a r e a  i s  n o r  l s c a e e d  wear a h i g h  e w p l s y m e n t  a r e a  s u c h  a s  f s  t h e  ease  i n  the 
Crurp College Area. P e r h a p s  because the r e n t a l  market is n o t  a s  strong in this a rea  as  it 
appears there, properties have been allowed to deteriorate in some i n s t a n c e s  to near 
uninhabitable condltisns. When reinvestment is made in t h e  a r e a ,  i t  i s  generally in the 
form o f  new apartment buildings (the area is zoned R-3).  A rental rehabilitation loan 
program a d m i n i s t e r e d  b y  the C i t y  a n d  s v d l a b l e  in this area may help to abate the dfsin- 
v e s t m e n t / d e r n o l i t f s n / r e i n v e s t m e n t  cycle to a c e r t a i n  extent. Another potential i n c e n t i v e  
f o r  t h i s  area's revitalization would be if an economic upturn occurred in Springfield's 
central business district, Increased activity downtown could increase  demand f o r  housing 
i n  this area ,  





RECOMMENDATIONS 
AND STRATEGIES 





As p r e v i o u s l y  s e a t e d ,  t h e  C i t y  of Springfield contracted w i t h  t h e  M i s s o u r i  Aeritage T r u s t ,  
Inc, t o  c o n d u c t  a hFst~ric/architectural i n v e n t n r y  o f  a s e v e n  s q u a r e  mile a r e a  i n  t h e  
c e n t e r  of  Springfield. This i o v e n t o r y  r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  of o v e r  3 , 3 0 0  survey 
forms and d e t a f l e d  survey maps sf e a c h  area. 

The M i s s o u r i  H e r i t a g e  T r u s t ,  I n c .  found two-hundred-eighty-four (284) sites which they felt 
might be potentially eligfble f o r  the National Register of Historic P l a c e s .  In addition, 
they delineated three areas that might  be p o t e n t i a l l y  e l i g i b l e  for designation as National 
Register h i s t o r i c  districts. One-hundred-nineteen ( 1 1 9 )  of the potential s i t e s  are within 
the y o t e n t i a P  districts, 

It should be noted t h a t  the City cf S p r i n g f i e l d  does not have a budget f o r  N a t i o n a l  
Register nominations nor  daes it have staff who are devoted to historic preservation 
activities. The recommendations and strategies made below are not intended to serve as 
additions to any city department's work program, Rather they are intended to serve as a 
guide in the event redevelopment activities affecting potential Matisma% Register sites or 
districts are proposed and as a guide when or Sf funding for preservation activities 
becomes a v a i l a b l e ,  

Historic Districts 

Three potential h i s t o r i c  districts were recommended by the Missouri Heritage Trust, Ine. 
Internally the Springfield Department of Cpmeunity Development s e t  priorities for pursuing 
designation of the three districts. 

d 

Downtown Historic District 

Most crucial of the districts is the proposed  Downtown H i s t o r i c  District, As mentioned 
e a r l i e r ,  the area is experiencing redevelopment pressure as an attempt is made to revital- 
ize the o l d  central business district. Although National Register designation would not 
protect the historic buildings from b e i n g  demol ished or inapprspriateiy renovated, it would 
(at least for the present time) make available ts d e v e h p e r s  substantial tax incentives to 
preserve the structures. An explanation s f  the preservation tax incentives available to 
o w n e r s  sf p r o p e r t i e s  listed in the National Register of Historic Places is included in the 
A p p e n d i x ,  

The Downtown S p r i n g f i e l d  Association ( D S A ) ,  a merchants organization, and several other 



businessmen have expressed interest in designation of a downtown historic district. In 
June, 1985 the City received a letter from DSA executive director Ray Jones urging that the 
City review the possibility of listing the downtown area in the National Register of 
Historic Places. Staff from the Missouri Division of Parks and Historic Preservation have 
also visited the area at the request of DSA. Discussion with the staff indicated that 
designation of the area as a National Register historic district is not a "sure thing." 
There are many structures, especially around the Square itself, which would probably be 
classified as noncontributing. It is possible that the entire Square would be so desig- 
nated because of the canopy. Both the State staff and the Missouri Heritage Trust staff 
observed that a National Register nomination would need to have a good historical basis 
since the architectural heritage downtown has been so damaged. 

As stated, downtown has suffered considerable damage to its architectural heritage and 
designation as a National Register historic district will not prevent further harm. 
Designation as a local historic district or an' urban conservation district can place 
architectural review over parcels in the district. The Downtown Strategy Plan, adopted by 
City Council in June 1985, recommended the adoption of architectural review of all exterior 
modifications, demolitions and new construction in the downtown area as part of an urban 
conservation district (UCD). The UCD designation allows the City to write regulations 
specific to the downtown area. In addition to providing for design review, UCD designation 
can modify building and housing codes, reduce parking requirements, and modify zoning 
restrictions. The urban conservation district designation has been successfully used in 
the Walnut Street Historic District. There the UCD designation requires design review but 
modifies the zoning restrictions to allow certain commercial uses in order to encourage 
revitalization. 

Listing of the Downtown Historic District in the National Register of Historic Places can 
be a powerful econo~nic tool to aid in the revitalization of the area. By making the 
properties economically feasible to preserve perhaps more of them will be preserved. 
Research to confirm the area's historical background should be pursued in order to deter- 
mine the likelihood of National Register listing. At the same time, designation of an 
urban conservation district should be considered. 

Drury College Area Historic District 

The Drury College Area Historic District should be second in priority for designation as a 
National Register historic district. It is the only potential district that Missouri 



Heritage Trust staffer D a v i d  Dewmaw recommended w i t h o u t  reservations. The architectural 
integrity s f  the neighborhood i s  r e l a t i v e l y  %ntac& a n d  c u r s s r g  r e s e a r c h  i w d i s a t e s  t h a t  
p r e v i o u s  residents of  the area were influential in Springfield and N o r t h  S p r i n g f i e l d  
history. T h e  threats t o  t h e  n e i g h b o r h o o d "  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  h e r i t a g e  a r e  n o t  a s  immediate a s  
t h o s e  t o  downtown, t h o u g h ,  nor h a s  there been a s  much i n t e r e s t  expressed r e c e n t l y  i n  
p u r s u i n g  designation, t h u s  the placement sf t h i s  district a s  second p r i o r i t y ,  

In 1979, the Springfield Historical Site Board recommended to City Council that a local 
historic district be designated in an area slightly smaller than that proposed by the 
Missouri Heritage Trust. The Board's proposal-went first to City Council who referred it 
to the Planning and Zoning Commission since the local historic district is considered 
an overlay zone. The Planning Department's staff report to the Planning and Zoning 
Commission i i i d i c e t e d  that the City had no criteria to determine eligibility for historic 
district designation and that, even if it d i d  have that criteria, the Historical Site Board 
had not demonstrated the historical or architectural significance of the structures within 
the district. The matter was dropped and that signaled the virtual end of discussions 
concerning historic district status for the area. 

No evidence could be found of a similar drive to nominate the area to the National Register 
of Historic Places. Being a primarily residential neighborhood - many structures still 
owner-occupied - the investment t a x  credits made available by National Register status are 
not as attractive as in an area of income-producing structures such as Downtown. Listing 
in the National Register of Historic Places would, however, provide recognition of the 
Drury College Area's historic and architectural significance. Such recognition can help to 
foster community pride in the neighborhood and s e r v e  as an incentive to preserve the a r e a .  

On the other hand, local designation can help to insure that the neighborhood is preserved. 
Designation as either a local historic district or urban conservation district can put into 
place architectural design review of all exterior modifications, demolitions, and new 
construction. As currently administered, this review would be binding, i . e .  a building or 
demolition permit could not be issued without the City Council-appointed Historic District 
Review Board's approval. Because of the increased restrictions such designation places on 
properties in an historic or urban conservation district, City policy is to not pursue such 
designation except in the context of a concerted planning e f f ~ r t .  The Department of 
Community Development has begun the inventory phase of a neighborhood p l a n  for an area 
which includes the Drury College Area Historic District. The neighborhood plan will 
examine all aspects o f  the neighborhood's problems and the tools that could be used to 
combat those problems. Preservation o f  the area's hfstsrfc and architectural resources is 
certain to play a role in the neighborhood plan. Pursuit of both National Register and 



l o c a l  d e s i g n a t i o n  s h o u l d  b e  p o s t p o n e d  u n t i l  t h e  n e i g h b o r h o o d  p l a n  i s  p r e p a r e d .  

West W a l n u t  S t r e e t  H i s t o r i c  D i s t r i c t  

T h e  West W a l n u t  S t r e e t  H i s t o r i c  D i s t r i c t  s h o u l d  b e  l a s t  i n  t h e  C i t y ' s  p r i o r i t i e s  f o r  
d e s i g n a t i o n  a s  a N a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r  o f  H i s t o r i c  P l a c e s  h i s t o r i c  d i s t r i c t .  P l a c e m e n t  o f  t h i s  
d i s t r i c t  a s  t h e  l a s t  i n  p r i o r i t y  i s  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  a n  i n d i c t m e n t  o f  i t s  s i g n i f i c a n c e ,  
r a t h e r  i t  i s  a n  i n d i c a t i o n  of  t h e  i m m e d i a t e  n e e d  t o  r e c o g n i z e  a n d  s a v e  t h e  o t h e r  a r e a s .  

A s  n o t e d  b y  D a v i d  Denrnan,  t h o u g h ,  t h e r e  a r e  p r o b l e m s  w i t h  t h e  n o m i n a t i o n  o f  t h i s  a r e a  t o  
t h e  N a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r .  S t r e e t s c a p e s  a r e  n o t  c o n t i n u o u s  - t h e r e  a r e  s e v e r a l  m o d e r n  i n t r u -  
s i o n s  a s  w e l l  a s  many h i s t o r i c  h o u s e s  i n a p p r o p r i a t e l y  r e n o v a t e d .  A m o r e  d e t a i l e d  a n a l y s i s  
o f  t h e  a r e a ' s  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  a n d  i t s  h i s t o r y  i s  n e c e s s a r y  p r i o r  t o  p r e p a r i n g  a 
N a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r  n o m i n a t i o n .  

I f  d e t e r m i n e d  t o  h a v e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  a n d  h i s t o r i c a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e ,  t h i s  a r e a  c o u l d  a l s o  b e  a 
c a n d i d a t e  f o r  l o c a l  d e s i g n a t i o n .  A s  n o t e d  i n  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h e  D r u r y  C o l l e g e  Area 
H i s t o r i c  D i s t r i c t ,  s u c h  d e s i g n a t i o n  s h o u l d  t a k e  p l a c e  w i t h i n  t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  a n e i g h b o r h o o d  
p l a n .  T h e  West W a l n u t  S t r e e t  a r e a  h a s  b e e n  t a r g e t e d  f o r  a n e i g h b o r h o o d  p l a n  b u t  p r e p a r a -  
t i o n  o f  t h a t  p l a n  w i l l  p r o b a b l y  b e  t w o  t o  t h r e e  y e a r s  f r o m  now. As w i t h  t h e  D r u r y  C o l l e g e  
A r c a ,  p u r s u i t  o f  N a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r  o r  l o c a l  d e s i g n a t i o n  s h o u l d  p r o b a b l y  b e  p o s t p o n e d  u n t i l  
t h e  n e i g h b o r h o o d  p l a n  i s  p r e p a r e d .  

Historic Sites 

T h e  M i s s o u r i  H e r i t a g e  T r u s t ,  I n c .  n o t e d  t w o - h u n d r e d - e i g h t y - f o u r  ( 2 8 4 )  s i t e s  w h i c h  t h e y  f e l t  
c o u l d  b e  e l i g i b l e  f o r  l i s t i n g  o n  t h e  N a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r  o f  H i s t o r i c  P l a c e s .  O n e - h u n d r e d -  
n i n e t e e n  (119)  o f  t h o s e  s i t e s  a r e  w i t h i n  t h e  t h r e e  p o t e n t i a l  h i s t o r i c  d i s t r i c t s ,  l e a v i n g  
o n e - h u n d r e d - s i x t y - f i v e  (165) s i t e s  s c a t t e r e d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  e i g h t  s u r v e y  a r e a s .  S i n c e  t h e  
s u r v e y  b e g a n ,  a t  l e a s t  t h r e e  o f  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  N a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r  s i t e s  h a v e  b e e n  d e m o l i s h e d .  
T h e  s i t e s  - 5 - 2 4 2 ,  1029  N .  J e f f e r s o n ;  N-139, 501 N .  J e f f e r s o n ;  a n d  W a l n u t  S t r e e t  1 1 7 ,  425 
E .  E lm - were l o c a t e d  o u t s i d e  o f  a n y  r e c o m m e n d e d  d i s t r i c t s .  

I t  s h o u l d  b e  n o t e d  t h a t  a l l  o f  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  s i t e s  were i d e n t i f i e d  b y  a " w a l k - b y "  s u r v e y  
a n d  t h a t  i n t e n s i v e  r e s e a r c h  i n t o  t h e  s t r u c t u r e s '  h i s t o r y  a n d / o r  a r c h i t e c t u r e  w a s  n o t  d o n e .  
Had t h a t  t y p e  o f  r e s e a r c h  b e e n  a c c o m p l i s h e d ,  i t  i s  s u s p e c t e d  t h a t  s o n e  o f  t h e  s t r u c t u r e s  
w o u l d  b e  d e l e t e d  f r o m  t h e  " p o t e n t i a l "  l i s t .  A t  t h e  same time t h a t  t h i s  d i s c l a i m e r  i s  b e i n g  
m a d e ,  i t  s h o u l d  b e  r e c o g n i z e d  t h a t  s o m e  o f  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  s i t e s  a r e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  g e m s  w h i c h  
some p e o p l e  a s s u m e  a r e  a l r e a d y  l i s t e d  i n  t h e  N a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r  o f  H i s t o r i c  P l a c e s  ( i . e .  



C h r i s t  E p i s c o p a l  Church, inventory number Walnut Street 1 8 ) .  Others are s t r uc tu r e s  o f  
excellent a r c h f t e c t u s a l  o r  historical v a l u e  which may n o t  Re immediately recognized, An 
example of this a r e  the o c c a s i o n a l  italienate farmhouses s u r r s u n d e d  b y  bungalow n e i g h b o r -  
h o o d s  b ~ ~ f l t  when t h e  f a r m  was s u b d i v i d e d ,  An e v e n  b r o a d e r  g r o u p  - p e r h a p s  o n e - t h i r d  sf e h e  
p o t e n t i a l  s i t e s  - a r e  b u i P d i n g s  w h d c k  e m b o d y  t h e  d i s t i n c t  c b a c a e t e r i s t i c a  of 3 r c h E t e e t u r a l  
t y p e s  a n d  p r r i a d s  w h i c h  a r e  common in Springfield neighborhsods, T r u s t  s t a f f e r  D a v i d  
Denmen n o t e s  "(t)heir i m p o r t a n c e  i s  a s  examples of the sometimes modest building types. To 
recognize the best of these is to acknowledge the significance by example of the housing 
types and periods which in congregate define the period of historic Springfield." 

Action on the one-hundred-nineteen sites within the proposed districts should be coordi- 
nated with any decision to nominate those districts to the National Register of Historic 
Places, I f  a d i s t r i c t  is listed in the National Register, it will be of little use to Rave 
structures w i t h i n  that d i s t r i c t  f n d f v i d u a l % y  fisted. Likewise designation sf Iscal sites 
may be delayed until a determination is made on t h e  d e s i g a a t i ~ n  of l o c a l  districts. 
The current ordinance governing local sites does  provide some protection (see discussion 
below), though, and local site designation may be pursued in the interim to protect certain 
structures. 

As for the one-hundred-sixty-five sites outside of potential districts, a systematic 
evaluation of each proposed site should be undertaken. Under the current ordinance, t h e  
Springfield Historical Site Board recommends the designation of specific local sites to the 
City Council who makes the ultimate decision. The Historical Site Board has a standing 
Si - t e s  Survey Committee who evaluates sites and makes recommendations to the full Histori- 
cal Site Board concerning designations. This committee could be used to evaluate the 
results of the survey and determine which nominations should be pursued first. A list of 
priority nominations could then be developed for reference if funding becomes available for 
preparation of National Register nominations. As with the nomination of historic dis- 
tricts, priority setting for site nominations should take into consideration the degree of 
"threat" the site is facing and the positive effect listing in the National Register could 
have. Priority should also be given to those sites already fisted in the Springfield 
Register of H i s t o r i c  Sites. 

Pending funding for the preparation of National Register nominations, the pstentfa? s i t e s  
s h ~ u l d  be evaluated for listing in the Local Register. The current ordinance provides for 
a sixty day "cooling off" period on all exterior modifications and demolitions which the 
Historical S i t e  Board h a s  r e v i e w e d  and deemed inappropriate. The purpose of the cooling 
off period i s  to provide time during which the Historical S i t e  Board can counsel the 
property owner on more appropriate treatments ts the property. After the sixty days, 



however, the demolition or building permit may be issued for the work as originally 
proposed. While not providing for the binding review available in local historic district 
designation, the review and cooling off period Can result in plan changes for sites listed 
in the Local Register. 

In the past year, the Community Development staff has prepared a Landmarks Ordinance which 
would replace all current City ordinances dealing with historic preservation. Among other 
things this ordinance would establish a hierarchy of designations. Individual parcels 
would be classified as either "historic sites" or "historic landmarks." Historic sites 
would be subject to the review and cooling off period that is currently in place while 
historic landmarks would be subject to binding review as is currently done in the historic 
districts. The intent of the ordinance is that the historic landmark status be reserved 
for the best of Springfield's historical and architectural gems - this would certainly 
include properties already listed in the National Register of Historic Places and those 
which research indicates are viable National Register candidates. The survey results 
should be evaluated in terms of which properties qualify for historic landmark status and 
which for historic site status. 

As with the National Register nominations, priorities should be establi.shed f o r  the review 
of sites for listing in the Local Register. The Sites Survey Committee has a l r e a d y  
established the downtown area (Survey Section N) as top priority for site designations. 



T h e  Springfield B i s t o r i c / A r c h i t e c t u r a l  S u r v e y  p r o v i d e s  a r ea l t lk  of information to b o t h  the 
preservationist a n d  t h e  d e v e l o p e r ,  The  s u r v e y  furnishes a n  excellent stsrting p o i n t  f a r  

$8 t h e  preaerva&ion%st it i n d i c a t e s  areas a n d  seructuses t h a t  a r e  bo$h  perspectivesG 
a ~ c h i t e c t u r a l l g  s i g n i f i c a n t  and should be researched f u r t h e r ;  t o  the d e v e l o p e r  %t i s  
a l s o  a n  i n d i c a t i o n  sf s i g n i f i c a n t  areas a n d  s t r u c t u r e s  t h a t  s h o u l d  b e  t r e a t e d  w i t h  s e n s i -  
tivity i n  any d e v e l o p m e n t  scheme. 

T h e  Community D e v e l o p m e n t  staff r e c o m m e n d s  t h a t  t h e  f o P l o w i n g  s t e p s  b e  taken t o  u t i l i z e  t h e  
H i s t o r l e / A r c h i t e c t u r a l  S u r v e y  r e s u l t s :  

1) Al l  d e v e l o p m e n t  proposals s h o u l d  be assessed for their impact on the potential historic 
d i s t r i c t s  a n d  h i s t o r i c  sites d e s c r i b e d  in this r e p s r t .  Special efforts s h o u l d  b e  made 
t o  p r e s e r v e  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  d i s t r i c t s .  

2 )  S i t e s  a n d  a r e a s  r e c o g n i z e d  as h a v i n g  N a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r  p o t e n t i a l  s h o u l d  be  n o t e d  i n  
n e i g h b o r h o o d  p l a n s  and strategies developed a s  a p a r t  s f  t h o s e  p l a n s  to p r e s e r v e  
the signiffcant resources .  " 

3)  The H i s t o r i c a l  S i t e  B o a r d  s h o u l d  b e g i n  a s y s t e m a t i c  e v a l u a t i o n  o f  the s u r v e y  r e s u l t s  
a n d  establish p r i o r i t i e s  f o r  m o r n i n s t i o n s  s f  t h e  a r e a s  a n d  sites t o  the . N a t i o n a l  
Register of  H i s t o r i c  P l a c e s  and t h e  S p r i n g f i e l d  R e g i s t e r  o f  H i s t o r i c  Sites. A f t e r  
p r i o r i t i e s  a r e  set, outs i .de  f u n d i n g  c o u l d  b e  s o u g h t  t o  p a y  f o r  p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  the 
n o m i n a t i o n s .  

4 )  A d o p t i o n  of t h e  p r o p o s e d  Landmarks O r d i n a n c e  should b e  p u r s u e d  as t h e  o r d i n a n c e  a f f o r d s  
b e t t e r  protection f o r  those structures B f a t e d  as historic l a n d m a r k s .  
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Dickey House 
1260 East Walnut 

Elf indale 
Fort and Sunshine 

Fellows House 
1800 East Walnut 

Fricke-Rebori House 
619 Sou th  Avenue 

P r i s e s  Depot 
Main and Water 

Fulbsight Springs Pump 
Statf on 
North sf Springfield 

Gazebo 
Maple Park Cemetery 
308 West Grand 

Germanfa Hall 
Knights of Pythias 
I 2 2 6  BoonvfPle Avenu 

Gibson Chapel United 
Presbyterian Church 
536 East Tampa 

Gray-Campbell House 
NathaneP Greene Park 

Harwood-Haydon House 
I352 North Benton 

Hackney House 
$19 East Walnut 

Hazelwood Cemetery 
1642  East Seminole 

Balland-Keet House 
1 4 5 5  East Meadowmere 



Jefferson Avenue 
Pedestrian Footbridge 
Jefferson at Commercial 

McLaughlin, 
George A .  House 
730 West Walnut 

Pink Dogwood Tree 
1438 East Elm 

Pitts Chapel United 
Methodist Church 
600 North Benton 

Meador House 
1655 East Walnut 

Kearney Home 
1351 North Benton 

Pythian Home 
1451 Pythian 

Metropolitan 
Missionary Baptist 
Church 
Summit & High 

Keet-McElhany House 
435 East Walnut 

Reedy Chapel 
749 Weaver 

Lafayette Park 
Rsbberson  & Atlantic 

Milligan/Knauer House 
1500 East Meadowmere Reps House 

935 East Walnut 
Landers House 
649 South Avenue 

Mosher House 
1147 East Walnut Rountree Cemetery 

West Bennett St. 
Landers Theatre 
311 East Walnut 

Mt. Eagle Missionary 
Baptist Church 
1000 East McDaniel 

Ruxton House 
1110 South Main 

Landmark Building 
309 North Jefferson 

National Cemetery 
1702 East Seminole 

Sacred Heart Church 
1609 Summit Ave. 

Martin Building 
(Captistranoqs) 
216-218 S. Campbell 

Normal School Site 
1400 East Cherry 

Saint Agnes Church 
533 South Jefferson McCann-Jewel1 House 

900 East Walnut 
Saint John's 
Episcopal Church 
515 East Division 

Oakhaven 
1006 N. Cedarbrook McCullah-Pierce 

House 
625 South Avenue O'Day-Felton House 

430 West State Saint John's United 
Church of Christ 
Scott 8r Main 

McGregor Carriage 
House 
1435 East Walnut 

Olendorff-Haden House 
931 State Street 

Saint Joseph's 
Catholic Church 
1101 North Campbell 



S a i . n t  P a u l  
Methodist Church 
4 1 3  E a s t  Walnut 

Sease House  
1 4 3 %  East Walnut 

Sequista P a r k  

Sherwood-Landers 
House 
6 4 %  S o u t h  Avenue  

S h r i n e  Mosque 
601 St, Louis 

S p r i n g f i e l d  P u b l i c  
L i b r a r y  
397 East C e n t r a l  

S t o n e  C h a p e l  
B e n t o n  & C e n t r a l  

80 Washington P a r k  
S u m m i t  8 Locust 

S w i n e a  H a l l  
3043 N o r t h  F o r t  

Truman/Knauer/  
Holden Rouse 
1414 N o r t h  B e n t o n  

w - -  -- - - -- u r - t i e r  I iouse 
42'7 S o u t h  G r a n t  

Washington  Ave .  
Baptist C h u r c h  
7 2 9  W a s h i n g t o n  

Wilson, Mary E ,  Home 
9 2 4  N o r t h  Main 

W o s d s s n ,  J a m e s  House  
1 0 4 %  West Walnut 

8 

Zagonyi Park  
Park 8 Mt, Vernon 

Comrnercfa% S t ,  
H i s t o r i c  District 

W a l n u t  S t .  
H i s t o r i c  D i s t r i c t  

C o l o n i a l  Hotel 
2 0 5 - 2 1 7  S ,  J e f f e r s o n  

GilPioz Theater 
3 2 5 - 3 2 5  H/2 P a r k  
Central Eas t  

Ozark  P a p e r  a n d  
J a n i t o r  S u p p l y  
3 1 3 - 3 1 5  %. Avenue  

P e e r  Hardware  
317  S o u t h  Avenue  

B r o a d s t r e e t ' s  
309 S o u t h  Avenue  

A m e r i c a n  Legion Memorial Home 
149  Memorial P l a z a  
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Abou Ben Adhem S h r i n e  Mosque 
601 S t .  Louis S t r e e t  

Bent l e y  House 
603 E a s t  Ca lhoun  Street 

Commercial  S t r e e t  H i s t o r i c  District 
r o u g h l y  Lyon Avenue t o  Washing ton  Avenue 

NATIONAL- REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES SITES AND DISTRICTS 

AS OF DECEMBER 1, 1985 

Day House 
6 1 4  S o u t h  Avenue 

Reet-McElhany House 
435 East Walnut Street 

L a n d e r s  T h e a t r e  
3 1 1  East Walnut Street 

Old  C a l a b o o s e  (Old S p r i n g f i e l d  C i t y  J a i l )  
409 West M c D a n i e l  Street 

Stone chapel 
D r u r y  College Campus 
( c o r n e r  Benton  Avenue and  C e n t r a l  Street ) 

U . S .  Customhouse and Post Office ( C i t y  H a l l )  
830 B o o n v i l l e  Avenue 

Walnut Street H i s t o r i c  District 
r o u g h l y  John  Q. Hamrnons Parkway t o  
Kentwood Avenue 

NORTH 
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SPRINGFIELD REGISTER OF HISTORIC SITES 

The Springfield Register of H i s t o r i c  S i t e s  ( L o c a l  Register) is t h e  City's l i s t  o f  t h o s e  
s i t e s  ofticiaily d e s i g n a t e d  a s  b e i n g  o f  historical and/or architectural significance. 

Listing on the Local Register DOES: 

* Require that all building or demolition permits affecting the exterior architectural 
style of a listed s i t e  b e  r e v i e w e d  b y  t h e  H f s t s r f c a P  S i t e  B o a r d .  I f  t h e  B o a r d  d o e s  
not approve of the work, they may delay issuance sf the building or demolition 
permit for up to s i x t y  ( 6 0 )  d a y s ,  D u r i n g  t h a t  t i m e ,  the Board s h a l l  c o n s u l t  with 
civic groups, p u b l t c  agencies a n d  interested c i t i z e n s  to ascertain w h a t  the City may 
d s  to preserve the site and shall make recommendations t~ t h a e  effect to t h e  
owner/applicant. After the expiration of the 60 d a y s  d e l a y  or upon approval by the 
Board of the proposed work, the building or demolition p e r m i t  may b e  i s s u e d .  

L i s t i n g  on the Local. Register DOES NOT: 

* Require the owner to provide public a c c e s s ;  

* Obligate the owner to undertake any rehabilitation or renovation activity; 
* Regulate a n y  rehabilitation or construction activity on the structure's interior. 

Criteria for Evaluation 

The Springfield City Code charges the Historical Site Board with the authority to advise 
t h e  C i t y  Council and others on matters r e l a t i n g  to t h e  identification, protection, a n d  
retention of historical sites. The term historical site is defined in the Code a s  "any 
site ( i n c l u d i n g  significant trees or other p l a n t  l i f e  located thereon)? b u i l d i n g ,  s t r u z -  
+ 1 * w n  
k U &  G ,  

Gr m e - * -   war^ sf h i s t o r i c a l  s l g n i f i c a n e e  due to its association with s u c h  things as noted 
past events, historical persons, or due to its distinguishing architectural character- 
istics,'" 

The Historical Site Board Manual also recommends t h e  following criteria be considered: 



* T h e  i n t e g r i t y  o f  t h e  s u r v i v i n g  o r i g i n a l  m a t e r i a l  o f  t h e  i t e m  w i l l  b e  g a u g e d  b y  
i t s  a g e ,  a s s o c i a t i o n ,  u s a g e ,  c o n d i t i o n ,  s t y l e  t y p e ,  f o r m ,  a n d  i m m e d i a t e  e n v i r o n -  
m e n t ,  a n d  t h e  i t e m  m u s t  b e  s u f f i c i e n t l y  i n t a c t  t o  b e  d e f i n e d  a s  a n  a u t h e n t i c  
t a n g i b l e  i t e m  s u r v i v i n g  f r o m  a n  e a r l i e r  t ime .  

* T h e  d e g r e e  o f  t h r e a t  o f  t h e  i n t e g r i t y  o f  t h e  i t e m  a n d  t o  i t s  l i t e r a l  s u r v i v a l ,  
t h a t  i s ;  w h e t h e r  t h e  i t e m  i s  i n  d a n g e r  o f  a l t e r a t i o n ,  d e s t r u c t i o n ,  o r  m o d i f i c a -  
t i o n ,  m u s t  b e  c o n s i d e r e d .  T h e  p u r p o s e  o f  t h e  H i s t o r i c a l  S i t e  B o a r d  i s  n o t  o n l y  
t o  e s t a b l i s h  a  p e r m a n e n t  r e c o r d  b u t  a l s o  t o  e n c o u r a g e  t h e  p r e s e r v a t i o n  o f  t h e  
i t e m s  r e c o r d e d  f o r  p o s t e r i t y .  

* T h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  t h e  i t e m  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  s t a t e  a n d  n a t i o n a l  a s  w e l l  a s  l o c a l  
h i s t o r y  m u s t  b e  c o n s i d e r e d .  

* T h e  q u a l i f y i n g  " i tems" m u s t  b e  a u t h e n t i c a t e d  b y  r e a s o n a b l e  a n d  g o o d  a n d  s u f f i -  
c i e n t  f i e l d  i n s p e c t i o n  a n d  h i s t o r i c a l  r e s e a r c h .  

Procedures for Listing Propert ies  on the Local Register 

* N o m i n a t i o n s  t o  t h e  L o c a l  R e g i s t e r  may b e  m a d e  b y  t h e  H i s t o r i c a l  S i t e  B o a r d ,  t h e  
p r o p e r t y  o w n e r ,  o r  i n t e r e s t e d  i n d i v i d u a l s .  I n f o r m a t i o n  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  
a n d  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  a p r o p o s e d  s i t e  a n d  t h e  name a n d  a d d r e s s  o f  t h e  
c u r r e n t  o w n e r  s h o u l d  b e  s u b m i t t e d  t o  t h e  H i s t o r i c a l  S i t e  B o a r d  f o r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  A 
c u r r e n t  p h o t o g r a p h  o f  t h e  p r o p e r t y  m u s t  a c c o m p a n y  t h e  n o m i n a t i o n .  H i s t o r i c a l  
p h o t o g r a p h s ,  i f  a v a i l a b l e ,  s h o u l d  a l s o  b e  s u b m i t t e d .  

* T h e  H i s t o r i c a l  S i t e  B o a r d  will r e v i e w  t h e  s u b m i t t e d  m a t e r i a l  a n d  e i t h e r  v o t e  f o r  o r  
a g a i n s t  r e c o m m e n d i n g  t h e  s i t e  f o r  i n c l u s i o n  o n  t h e  S p r i n g f i e l d  R e g i s t e r  o f  H i s t o r i c  
S i t e s .  T h e  n o m i n a t i o n  a n d  t h e  B o a r d ' s  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  i s  t h e n  f o r w a r d e d  t o  t h e  C i t y  
C o u n c i l  f o r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  

* T h e  C i t y  C o u n c i l  s h a l l  v o t e  t o  e i t h e r  d e s i g n a t e  t h e  s i t e  a S p r i n g f i e l d  H i s t o r i c  
S i t e  a n d  i n c l u d e  i t  o n  t h e  S p r i n g f i e l d  R e g i s t e r  o f  H i s t o r i c  S i t e s  b y  r e s o l u t i o n  o r  
s h a l l  v o t e  t o  n o t  d e s i g n a t e  t h e a s i t e .  

* T h e  o w n e r  o f  a  p o t e n t i a l  h i s t o r i c  s i t e  i s  n o t i f i e d  twice  d u r i n g  t h e  n o m i n a t i o n  
s t a g e .  A l e t t e r  i s  s e n t  t o  t h e  o w n e r  i n f o r m i n g  h i m / h e r  o f  t h e  m e e t i n g  a t  w h i c h  t h e  
H i s t o r i c a l  S i t e  B o a r d  w i l l  c o n s i d e r ' . t h e  n o m i n a t i o n  a n d  a s e c o n d  l e t t e r  i s  s e n t  



i n f o r m i n g  h i m / h e r  of the Board's decision a n d ,  if recommended f o r  listing b y  t h e  
B s a r d ,  t h e  d a t e  a t  w h i c h  City C o u n c i l  w i l l  consider the nsminatlsn, A letter is 
a l s o  sent informing t h e  owner o f  C i t y  Council's f i n e l  a c t i o n  on  t h e  n o m i n a t i o n ,  
E a c h  l . e % & e n  i s  e c c o a p a n i e G  b y  a n  excerpt u f  t h e  C i t y  C o d e  I n d i c a t i n g  t h e  restric-- 
t i c j n s  p l a c e d  o n  o w n e r s  of p r o p o r t i e s  l i s t e d  an  t h e  S p r i n g f i e l d  R e g i s t e r  o l  H i s t o r i c  
S i t e s ,  



NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

T h e  N a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r  o f  H i s t o r i c  P l a c e s  i s  t h e  n a t i o n ' s  o f f i c i a l  l i s t  o f  its c u l t u r a l  
r e s o u r c e s  w o r t h y  o f  p r e s e r v a t i o n .  

L i s t i n g  i n  t h e  N a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r  DOES: 

* S e r v e  a s  a n  a u t h o r i t a t i v e  g u i d e ,  a s s i s t i n g  f e d e r a l ,  s t a t e ,  a n d  l o c a l  g o v e r n m e n t s  
a s  w e l l  a s  p r i v a t e  g r o u p s  a n d  c i t i z e n s  t o  p l a n  new d e v e l o p m e n t  w h i l e  p r e s e r v i n g  
t h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  v e s t i g e s  o f  o u r  h e r i t a g e ;  

* G u a r a n t e e  a s t a t e  l e v e l  r e v i e w  o f  t h e  i m p a c t  o f  a n y  p r o j e c t  e x e c u t e d ,  l i c e n s e d  o r  
f i n a n c i a l l y  a s s i s t e d  by t h e  f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t ;  a n d  

* Make t h e  p r o p e r t y  o w n e r  e l i g i b l e  t o  a p p l y  f o r  v a r i o u s  f i n a n c i a l  i n c e n t i v e s :  

1) F e d e r a l  t a x  c r e d i t s  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e  E c o n o m i c  R e c o v e r y  Tax Act o f  1981 
a n d  t h e  T a x  E q u i t y  a n d  F i s c a l  R e s p o n s i b i l i t y  Act o f  1982 f o r  c e r t i f i e d  
r e h a b i l i t a t i o n s  o f  i n ~ o r n e - ~ r o d ; c i n ~  b u i l d i n g s  ( see  P r e s e r v a t i o n  T a x  I n c e n -  
t i v e s ) .  

2 )  F e d e r a l  H i s t o r i c  P r e s e r v a t i o n  F u n d  g r a n t - i n - a i d  a s s i s t a n c e .  

N a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r  d e s i g n a t i o n  DOES NOT: 

* R e q u i r e  t h e  owner  t o  p r o v i d e  p u b l i c  access .  

* O b l i g a t e  t h e  o w n e r  t o  m a i n t a i n  t h e  p r o p e r t y  o r  e v e n  t o  k e e p  t h e  h i s t o r i c  
s t r u c t u r e  f r o m  d e m o l i t i o n .  

* I m p o s e  r e s t r i c t i v e  c o v e n a n t s  o f  a n y  k i n d  u n l e s s  g r a n t  a s s i s t a n c e  i s  a c c e p t e d .  

Criteria for Evaluati~n 

T h e  N a t i o n a l  P a r k  S e r v i c e  h a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  c r i t e r i a  f o r  e v a l u a t i n g  n o m i n a t i o n s  t o  t h e  



National Register. Properties must possess "significance in American history, architec- 
ture? zrcF,es"- --6J .and c u l t u r e g q  swd " i n t e g r i t y  g f  l o c a t t i o n ,  d e s i g n ,  s e t t i n g ,  m a t e r i a l s ,  
workmanship, feeling a n d  a s s o c i a t i o n s . "  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  properties must  q u a l i f y  u n d e r  one  o f  
f o u r  criteria; 

1 ,  P r s y e r t i e s  t h a t  a r e  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  events t h a t  h a v e  rEade a significant contribution 
ts t h e  broad patterns of o u r  history; sr 

2, Properties that are associated w i t h  the lives of persons significant in our past; or 

3, Properties that embody tRe distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or m e t h o d  
of construction, or that represent the work sf a m a s t e r ,  or that possess h i g h  artistic 
values or that represent a significant and distinguishable entity whose components may 
lack individual distinction; or 

4. Properties that have yielded, or may be likely to yield information important in 
prehistory or history. 

Properties nominated to the National Register of Historic Places are assigned a level sf 
significance - local, state, or national. The level sf significance denotes the geographic 
area for which the property has been f o u n d  to be important. 

Procedures  for Listfng Properties an the National  Register 

* A standardized National Register nomination form must be prepared and submitted 
to the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) - Division sf Parks and 
Historic Preservation, Missouri Department of Natural Resources, P ,  0. Box 
176, Jefferson City, Missouri, 65102, 3 1 4 / 7 5 1 - 4 0 9 6 .  Forms are available from 
SHPO. They generally advise that a professfonal be enlisted to prepare the 
nomination. 

* After SHPO staff determines the nomination is technically correct, it is reviewed 
by the State Advisory Council on Historic Preservation. The Advisory Council is 

r n r  appointed b y  the g c v e r n c r  z n d  meets q a a r t e r l y .  ~ n e y  determine if the property 
or district meets the c r i t e r i a  f o r  e v a l u a t i o n  established by the Wational Park 
Service for P i s t f n g  on the N a t i o n a l  Register. 

* Properties or districts favorably reviewed by the Advissry Council are submitted 
to the Keeper of the National Register (Secretary 0% the Interior) for his 



r e v i e w  a n d  d e c i s i o n  o n  l i s t i n g .  

* T h e  p r o p e r t y  o r  d i s t r i c t  w i l l  b e  l i s t e d  w i t h i n  45  d a y s  o f  r e c e i p t  o f  t h e  
n o m i n a t i o n  b y  t h e  K e e p e r  u n l e s s  t h e  K e e p e r  d i s a p p r o v e s  t h e  n o m i n a t i o n ,  a n  a p p e a l  
i s  f i l e d ,  o r  t h e  o w n e r ( s )  o b j e c t .  I f  t h e  o w n e r  o f  a p r i v a t e  p r o p e r t y  o r  t h e  
m a j o r i t y  o f  s u c h  o w n e r s  f o r  a d i s t r i c t  o r  s i n g l e  p r o p e r t y  h a v e  o b j e c t e d  t o  t h e  
n o m i n a t i o n  p r i o r  t o  s u b m i t t a l  o f  t h e  n o m i n a t i o n ,  t h e  SHPO s h a l l  s u b m i t  t h e  
n o m i n a t i o n  t o  t h e  K e e p e r  o n l y  f o r  a d e t e r m i n a t i o n  o f  e l i g i b i l i t y .  T h e  K e e p e r  
s h a l l  make a d e t e r m i n a t i o n  o f  e l i g i b i l i t y  w i t h i n  4 5  d a y s  o f  r e c e i p t  u n l e s s  a n  
a p p e a l  i s  filed. A d e t e r m i n a t i o n  o f  e l i g i b i l i t y  d o e s  n o t  make t h e  p r o p e r t y  
e l i g i b l e  f o r  s u c h  b e n e f i t s  a s  g r a n t s ,  l o a n s ,  o r  t a x  i n c e n t i v e s  t h a t  h a v e  l i s t i n g  
o n  t h e  N a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r  a s  a p r e r e q u i s i t e .  T h e  K e e p e r  s h a l l  l i s t  s u c h  p r o p e r -  
t i e s  d e t e r m i n e d  e l i g i b l e  i n  t h e  N a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r  u p o n  r e c e i p t  o f  n o t a r i z e d  
s t a t e m e n t ( s )  f r o m  t h e  o w n e r ( s )  t h a t  t h e  o w n e r ( s )  n o  l o n g e r  o b j e c t  t o  t h e  l i s t i n g .  
Any p e r s o n  o r  o r g a n i z a t i o n  w h i c h  s u p p o r t s  o r  o p p o s e s  t h e  n o m i n a t i o n  o f  a p r o p e r t y  
o r  d i s t r i c t  may  p e t i t i o n  t h e  K e e p e r  d u r i n g  t h e  n o m i n a t i o n  p r o c e s s  t o  e i t h e r  
a c c e p t  o r  r e j e c t  i t .  T h e  p e t i t i o n e r  m u s t  s t a t e  t h e  g r o u n d s  o f  t h e  p e t i t i o n  a n d  
r e q u e s t  i n  w r i t i n g  t h a t  t h e  K e e p e r  s u b s t a n t i v e l y  r e v i e w  t h e  n o m i n a t i o n .  

* P e r s o n s  s o  d e s i r i n g  may f i r s t  r e q u e s t  a " S i t e  O p i n i o n "  f r o m  t h e  S t a t e  A d v i s o r y  
C o u n c i l .  T h i s  r e q u i r e s  s u b m i t t a l  o f  l e s s  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a n  a N a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r  
n o m i n a t i o n  a n d  w i l l  g i v e  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  a  p r e l i m i n a r y  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  of  t h e  
p r o p e r t y ' s  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  l i s t i n g  o n  t h e  N a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r  o f  H i s t o r i c  P l a c e s .  



PRESERVATION TAX IHCEHTIYES 

S p e c i a l  f e d e r a l  t a x  i n c e n t i v e s  a r e  a v a a l a b l e  to owners a n d  q u a l i f i e d  l e s s e e s  f o r  a n y  
a, p r o j e c t  she s e c r e t a r y  of  ehe Hntermr d e s i g n a k e a  a c e r t i f i e d  r e h a b i l i t a t h n  o f  a c e r t i f i e d  

R l s t o r l c  s K r u c t u r e ,  These  l w r e w f 3 v ~ s ,  d e s i g n e d  t o  e n e s u r a g e  capital i n v e s t i n e n ?  hgi i l i s t o r i c  
buildings, i n c l u d e  a 2 5 %  federal t a x  credit a n d  a n  a c c e l e r a t e d  cost r e c o v e r y  system. 

Investment Tax Credit 

T h e  25% i n v e s t m e n t  tax c r e d i t  i s  a c r e d i t  t o  b e  u s e d  t o  o f f s e t  f e d e r a l  t a x e s  owed-not a 
d e d u c t i o n  t o  b e  u s e d  when f i g u r i n g  p e r s o n a l  i n c o m e .  A s  a  c r e d i t  i t  i s  w o r t h  m o r e  t o  a n  
i n d i v i d u a l  t h a n  i s  a d e d u c t i o n .  T w e n t y - f i v e  percent sf the eligible c a p f t s l  e x p e n d i t u r e s  
made i n  t h e  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  o f  a b u i l d i n g  m a y  b e  s e t  a s i d e  a s  a c r e d i t .  U n u s e d  t a x  c r e d i t s  
may b e  c a r r i e d  b a c k  t o  t h e  t h r e e  p r e c e d i n g  y e a r s  a n d  f o r w a r d  t o  t h e  f i f t e e n  y e a r s  f o l l o w i n g  
t h e  d a t e  t h e  b u i l d i n g  was p l a c e d  i n  s e r v i c e  a f t e r  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n .  T h e  a m o u n t  o f  i n c o m e  t a x  
l i a b i l i t y  i n  e x c e s s  o f  $25,000 that may be o f f s e t  by a n  i n v e s t m e n t  t a x  c r e d i t  is l i m i t e d  t o  
8 5 %  a n d  a  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  i n v e s t m e n t  t a x  c r e d i t  may b e  s u b j e c t  t o  r e c a p t u r e  i f  t h e  p r o p e r t y  
i s  d i s p o s e d  o f  i n  l e s s  t h a n  f i v e  y e a r s  f r o m  the d a t e  t h e  r e h a b f l % t a t i s w  i s  c o m p l e t e d  a n d  
t h e  p r o p e r t y  p l a c e d  i n  s e r v i c e .  

Accelerated Cost Recovery System 

T a x p a y e r s  may e l e c t  t o  u s e  a n  1 8 - y e a r  r e c o v e r y  p e r i o d  i n s t e a d  s f  a l l o c a t i n g  d e p r e c i a t i o n  
o v e r  t h e  b u i l d i n g ' s  u s e f u l  l i f e .  T h e  s t r a i g h t  l i n e  m e t h o d  o f  d e p r e c i a t i o n  m u s t  b e  u s e d  i f  
a n  i n v e s t m e n t  t a x  c r e d i t  i s  t a k e n .  T a x p a y e r s  m u s t  s u b t r a c t  1 2  1 / 2  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  r e h a b i l i -  
t a t i o n  e x p e n s e  (50% o f  t h e  25% i n v e s t m e n t  t a x  c r e d i t )  when d e t e r m i n i n g  t h e  b a s i s  o f  t h e  
b u i l d i n g  for d e p r e c i a t i o n .  

Criteria for Taking Advantage of t h e  Investment Tax Credit . 

I n  o r d e r  to r e c e i v e  the 2 5 X  f e d e r a l  tax c r e d o i t ,  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  c r i t e r i a  m u s t  b e  met: 

* T h e  p r o p e r t y  m u s t  b e  a  c e r t i f i e d  h%*t?ic s t r u c t u r e .  A c e r t i f i e d  h i s t o r i c  
saruc-ure is sny b u f l & f n g  e h s t  is 

- L i s t e d  i n d i v i d u a l l y  i n  the National Register s f  Histsric P l a c e s  sr 

- L o c a t e d  i n  a r e g i s t e r e d  h i s t o r i c  d i s t r i c t  a n d  c e r t i f i e d  b y  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  
t h e  I n t e r i o r  a s  being of  h i s t o r i c  significance t o  the d i s t r i c t .  ( A  regis- 



t e r e d  h i s t o r i c  d i s t r i c t  i s  a n y  d i s t r i c t  t h a t  i s  l i s t e d  i n  t h e  N a t i o n a l  
R e g i s t e r  o f  H i s t o r i c  P l a c e s  o r  i s  d e s i g n a t e d  u n d e r  a  s t a t e  o r  l o c a l  s t a t u t e  
w h i c h  h a s  b e e n  c e r t i f i e d  by  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  I n t e r i o r  as  c o n t a i n i n g  
c r i t e r i a  w h i c h  w i l l  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  a c h i e v e  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  p r e s e r v i n g  a n d  
r e h a b i l i t a t i n g  b u i l d i n g s  o f  s i g n i f i c a n c e  t o  t h e  d i s t r i c t  a n d  w h i c h  i s  
c e r t i f i e d  a s  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  m e e t i n g  a l l  o f  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  t h e  l i s t i n g  
o f  d i s t r i c t s  i n  t h e  N a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r .  S p r i n g f i e l d ' s  o r d i n a n c e  h a s  n o t  
b e e n  c e r t i f i e d ) .  

* T h e  s t r u c t u r e  m u s t  b e  i n c o m e  p r o d u c i n n . .  O w n e r - o c c u p i e d  r e s i d e n c e s  a r e  n o t  
e l i g i b l e .  

* T h e  r e h a b i l i t a t e d  s t r u c t u r e  m u s t  r e t a i n  a t  l e a s t  75% o f  i t s  e x t e r i o r  w a l l s .  

* T h e  s t r u c t u r e  m u s t  b e  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  r e h a b i l i t a t e d  w i t h  c o s t s  e x c e e d i n g  t h e  
g r e a t e r  o f  $ 5 , 0 0 0  o r  t h e  a d j u s t e d  b a s i s  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  ( c o s t s  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  
p l u s , i m p r o v e m e n t s  l e s s  a n y  d e p r e c i a t i o n  t a k e n ) .  T h e  m o n e t a r y  t e s t  t o  q u a l i f y  
f o r  t h e  tax c r e d i t  m u s t  b e  m e t  w i t h i n  a  24 -mon th  p e r i o d  o r ,  f o r  p h a s e d  p r o j e c t s  
w h e r e  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  p l a n s  a n d  s p e c i f i c a t i o n s  a r e  c o m p l e t e d  b e f o r e  t h e  r e h a b i l i -  
t a t i o n  b e g i n s ,  o v e r  a  6 0 - m o n t h  p e r i o d .  

* T h e  p r o j e c t  m u s t  b e  d e t e r m i n e d  by  t h e  N a t i o n a l  P a r k  S e r v i c e  t o  b e  a c e r t i f i e d  
r e h a b i l i t a t i o n .  C e r t a i n  d o c u m e n t a t i o n  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  p r o j e c t  m u s t  b e  s u b m i t t e d  
t o  t h e  M i s s o u r i  D i v i s i o n  o f  P a r k s  a n d  H i s t o r i c  P r e s e r v a t i o n  who t h e n  f o r w a r d s  i t  
w i t h  a r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  t o  t h e  N a t i o n a l  P a r k  S e r v i c e .  A l l  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  p r o j e c t s  
t h a t  o w n e r s  w i s h  c e r t i f i e d  f o r  p u r p o s e s  o f  f e d e r a l  t a x  i n c e n t i v e s  a r e  r e v i e w e d  
a n d  e v a l u a t e d  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  I n t e r i o r ' s  Standards  for 
R e h a b i l i t a t i o n .  T h e s e  t e n  S t a n d a r d s  a r e  u s e d  t o  d e t e r m i n e  w h e t h e r  t h e  h i s t o r i c  
c h a r a c t e r  o f  a b u i l d i n g  i s  p r e s e r v e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n .  
A l t h o u g h  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  a s s u m e s  t h a t  some  r e p a i r  o r  a l t e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  h i s t o r i c  
b u i l d i n g  w i l l  o c c u r  t o  p r o v i d e  f o r  a n  e f f i c i e n t  c o n t e m p o r a r y  u s e ,  t h e  p r o j e c t  
m u s t  n o t  damage  o r  d e s t r o y  t h e  m a t e r i a l  a n d  f e a t u r e s ,  b o t h  i n t e r i o r  a n d  e x t e r i o r ,  

' t h a t  a r e  i m p o r t a n t  i n  d e f i n i n g  t h e  b u i l d i n g ' s  h i s t o r i c  c h a r a c t e r .  T h e  N a t i o n a l  
P a r k  S e r v i c e  r e v i e w s  t h e  e n t i r e  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  p r o j e c t  ( i n c l u d i n g  a n y  new 
c o n s t r u c t i o n  o n  t h e  s i t e )  a n d  c e r t i f i e s  t h e  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  o n l y  i f  t h e  o v e r a l l  
p r o j e c t  meets t h e  S t a n d a r d s ,  A p r o j e c t  d o e s  n o t  become  a  c e r t i f i e d  r e h a b i l i t a -  
t i o n  e l i g i b l e  f o r  t h e  t a x  i n c e n t i v e s  u n t i l  i t  i s  c o m p l e t e d  a n d  s o  d e s i g n a t e d  b y  
t h e  N a t i o n a l  P a r k  S e r v i c e .  T h e  I n t e r n a l  R e v e n u e  S e r v i c e  i s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  
d e t e r m i n i n g  w h i c h  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  e x p e n d i t u r e s  q u a l i f y  f o r  t h e  t a x  c r e d i t .  



Pracessing Pees 

A p f l i c a t b s n  processing f e e s  are c h a r g e d  for reviews of  r e q u e s t s  f a r  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  s f  
rehabilktagion e x c e p k  for p r o j e c t s  u n d e r  $ 2 8 , 0 0 8 ,  T h e  f e e  f u n  r e v i e @  uE y K s p s s e d  o r  
ongoing rehabilitation work for a 1 1  projects over $20 ,800  i s  $250.  T h e  fee f o r  review of 
completed rehabilitation work is based on the dollar amount spent o n  t h e  rehabilitation a s  
follows: 

Fee - S i z e  sf Rehabilitation 

$20,000 to $99,999 
$108,000 to $498 ,999  
$500,800 to $999,999 
$B,000,000 or more 

If a review of proposed or ongoing rehabilitation work has been made prior to submission 
of the Request f o r  Certification of Completed Work, the National Park Service will deduct 
the $258 from t h e  total owed for review of completed rehabilitation work. 'In general, each 
rehabilitation of a certified historic structure will be considered a separate project when 
computing the amount of the fee. 









WBSPORICAL, ARCHITECTURAL, AND PHYSICAL  DESCRIPTION OF THE 

PROPOSED EAST WALNUT STREET HISTORIC DISTRICT 

IN THE CITY OF SPRINGFIELD, MISSOURI 

Prepared and w r i t t e n  by 

D a v i d  Denman 

by the  

Missouri Heritage Trust, Inc. 

f o r  the 

City o f  S p r i n g f i e l d  

S p r i n g f i e l d ,  M i  ssour i  

March 1984 



ATTACHMENT k - sub-sec t ion  1 

Qua1 i t i e s  t h a t  make the d i s t r i c t  d i s t inc t  from i t s  surroundings 

The c n a r ~ i r t e r  of the development w i t h i n  the d i s t r i c t  i s  limited t o  the  d e f i n e d  

area of the d is ' t r ic t .  The recommended Halnut Street  d i s t r i c t  visuallay affords a 

v i e w  o f  thc b u i ' l d i n g  eras which swept through Springfield i n  the roughly one hundred 

years frow 1870 to  the present. Each successive wave of urban  growth l e f t  i t s  mark 
on the s t r e e t s c a p e  in the homes b u i l t  by generations of the  fashion-conr;cious 

middle  c lasss .  

Along Wbinut and € l m ' ~ t r e e t s ,  each generation of home building pushed the  

dense resiaential zone eastward as time passed and  t he  population o f  Springfield 

grew. By t h e  l a t e  1930'9, homes stretched a l o n g  Walnut Street  v i r t u a l l y  a71 the 

way t o  Glensten@ Avenue. 

The g r o ~ t h  a n d  development of  surrounding areas ,  together w i t h  the  subsequent 

history sf l::haqye, emphasizes t h e  divergent qua l i t ies  of the d i s t r i c t .  To t he  

n o r t h e a s t  o-tne d i s t r i c t ,  w i t h i n  the residential  neighborhood on Ca i ro  and  

McDaniel Stt*ee:s, Weller and Pickwick Avenues, the homes were, fo r  the m o s t  par t ,  

b u i l t  f o r  a Different class o f  people of more modest means t h a n  those l i v i n g  on 
the  ad , jace~:  E d s t  Walnut Street .  

To the solil&ieast along East E l m  S t r ee t ,  the houses are ,  with few ,except ions, 

t h e  p r d u c t  of the pos t  IYdorld War I I  housing boom. South of the central  portion 

of the distvic:, the o r i g i n a l  character of parts of East E l m  and Cherry Streets 

matched t h a t  af  t he  d i s t r i c t *  The subsequent history o f  the areas however, has 

led t o  the irrevocable loss of large numbers of houses in this area.  Several 

. areas have been cleared of t he i r  ~ r i g i n a l  homes and modern multi-unit a p a r t m e n t  

houses haaie befir! constructed. Another intrusion i s  a technically h i  st:orie 
L 

(greater  t h s l  f i f t y  years o l d )  modest bungalow development w h i c h  s i t s  a t  odds w i t h  

t h e  imposing stile of  the  streetscapes adjoining within the d i s t r i c t .  

The are~t  r e s t  o f  the d i s t r i c t  has suf-fered a d i f f e r e n t  f a t e .  Or ig ina le i y  

composed of Springfield 's  f ines t  homes bu i l t  in the period 1880-1905, few now 

survive. i h i ?  tiqiversity Plaza development i s  a n  abrupt disruption t o  the steady 

progression of ?.wo s t o r y  single family homes along E a s t  Walnut Street  as  i t  

suddenly g i ~ t s   day t o  a vast aspha l t  paved parking l o t .  The o ther  western f r i nge  

areas have been steadily er@i.ng f o r  f i f t y - p l u s  years u n t i l ,  today, they present 

somewhat " silaggi e-.toothed& appearance w i th  massive homes adjacent t o    nod ern 

apar tment  houses, modern commercial properties,  or just s imply empty l o L s .  



Qualities t n a t  make the  district d i s t i n c t  - page 2 

F i n a l l y ,  t o  the no r th  of the  central p o r t i o n  of the d i s t r i c t ,  a l ong  S t .  Louis 

S t r e e t ,  virtually a l l  o f  the  formerly pre-eminent r e s i d e n t i a l  homes have long since 
disappeared,  g i  wing way t o  convnercial s t r i p  development. 



A LIST OF ALL BiiILDINGS THAT CONTRIBUTE 10 THE CHARACTER OF THE DISTRICT 

ATTACHMENT 13 - sub-section 2 

EAST WALNUT S'TREET 

CORDOVA COURT 

MCDANI EL STREET 



A LIST OF ALL BUILDINGS THAT CONTRIBUTE TO THE CHARACTER OF THE DISTRICT - page 2 

.ST ELM S"TRE:ET 

SOUTH NATIONAL ;VENUE 

SOUTH FLORENCE A V E N U E  

SOUTH HAMPTON AVENUE 



qpproximate number o f  buildings i n  the d i s t r i c t  or a good i n d i c a t i o n  of the s ize  

o f  the d i s t r i c t .  

There a r e  153 con t r ibu t ing  buildings i n  the d i s t r i c t  as  de f ined i n  an aplproximately 

thirteen blcck a r e a  ( though  each block w i d e l y  varies i n  s i z e ) .  





ATTACHMENT A - sub-sect ion 4 

The distri4z.t i s  comprised i n  large measure o f  a s e c t i o n  o f  E a s t  Walnut Street  

f rom the Sherman Parkway on the w e s t  t o  Glenstone Avenue on the eas t .  Also 

included i s  ii stict-ion sf E a s t  E4m S t r e e t  from the same w e s t e r n  boundary eastward t o  

k l a t i  onal Aven~de Small p o r t i ~ n s  o f  National  Avenue, Hamptan Avenue, and Florence 

Avenue as we:l a s e c t i o n  o f  East McDanliel Street a r e  cont iguous t o  aind l'nclerded 

i n  t he  d f  strict ~ o u n d a r i e s .  



ATTACHMENT A - sub-seetion 5 

General dest r iption of t he  n a t u r a l  and man-niade e lements  of t he  d i s t r i c t :  s t ruc tures ,  
l d i n g s ,  sb i  t e s ,  objects ,  prominent geographi ca l  features ,  dens i t y  of development. 

The p h y s i c a l  a rea  of t h e  Walnut Stree t  d i s t r i c t  may be described i n  a geographic 

morphological zense. The w e s t  area of the d i s t r i c t  s i t s  on a level to g e n t l y  s l o p i n g  

p l a t e a u  or  able l a n d  bounded on t he  north t o  the Jordan Creek V a l l e y ,  though the  slope 

and va l l ey  are  be t t e r  t h a n  two hundred  yards north of t h e  d i s t r i c t  edge. The t a b l e  

land area ge l t ly  rises t o  the eas t  unt i l  one reaches the present intersect ion o f  

Kickapoo and Walnut S t ree ts  where t h e  land begins a g radua l  downward slope t o  a 

seasonal dra ina;e  valley t h r o u g h  which a branch l i n e  of the Burlington Railroad passes. 

Moving t o  the e a s t ,  the gentle valley slope r i s e s  t o  bring one back t o  a la rge  t a b l e  

'land a r e a  or$ w@ich the balance of the d i s t r i c t  s i t s .  

The d i s ? r i : t  w a s ,  from i t s  inception, and t h r o u g h  a l l  per iods  o f  growth, a 

yes iden- t ia l  r iei jhborhood o f  choice f o r  the  well-to-do of Springfield. Success ive 

add i t ions  were  platted and added t o  t h e  c i t y  over t ime,  conforming t o  the r e c t a n g u l a r  

g r i d  p l a n  w h i : ~  i n  n ineteenth century America was t he  standard. The more or  less  

concentric g u o w ~ h  of Springfield l e f t  tangible evidence i n  the d i s t r i c t ,  seen t h r o u g h  

'le r e s i d e n t i d 1  b~ii lding styles r a d i a t i n g  outward from the c i t y ' s  center .  

A. Structures--Structures i n  the d i s t r i c t  are  limited t o  the auxiliary ou tbu i l d ings  

assoc ia ted  wi t k i  the domest ic hi l d i n g s  comprising the  d i s t r i c t .  Those s t ructures  
inc lude  numerous ga rages ,  a very few s u r v i v i n g  carriage houses, storage s t ructures ,  and 

i n  a t  least  one instance, (1538 East Walnut S t r e e t )  a combination garage and 

s1ervan"t qudr ters .  

B. Buildings--P:most a l l  of the buildings i n  the d i s t r i c t  are s u b s t a n t i a l  s ingle 

family r e s ~ d e o c e s  (as o r i g i n a l l y  buy 1 t )  b u i l t  prirnari l y  between 1890 ancl 1930. There 

are a few except+isns. The f i r s t  is a f i r e  s t a t i o n  hilt a t  424 South National  Avenue. 

The second i e a ,chool b u i l d i n g  - the McDaniel School - on Florence Avenue. The 

t h i r d  i s  1100 M c C a ~ i e f  St ree t ,  which was bu i l t  a s  a small store buildins. 

Archi t e ~ , ~ u u d l  t y p e s  of the  res ident ia l  buildings a re  discussed i n  d e t a %  1 i n  sub- 

s e c t i o n  6, A t ~ a c k ~ e n t  R e  

G ,  Sites--There are no known prominent s i t es  of any associative value i n  the  d i s t r i c t .  

D. Objects--'he D;-ick-paved s t r e e t s  survive u n d e r  t h e  asphalt  on 'the stree"turfaces. 

The l imes tone  gut"Lers ,  l ikewise,  surv ive t h o u g h  covered up by a s p h a l t .  The lime- 

-,one curbs S L ; T ~ ; V ~ ,  f o r  the h o s t  par t ,  i n  p lace  and  a r e  vis ible .  Many o f  the brick 

w a l k s  su~-w-ive "?a "rwuat u f  slsrnc homes. There a r e  hitching posts  and  c a r r i a g e  s tsops  
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'3ich survive a t  a very few l o c a t i o n s  (no tab ly  a t  1125 E a s t  E l m ,  1122 and 1435 East 

Walnut Streets) .  

E. Prominer~t Geographica l  Features - The geograph ica l  imp ress ion  o f  the  d i s t r i c t  area 
i s  t h a t  o f  relat ively f l a t  p l a i n s  w i t h  l i t t l e  o r  no v a r i a t i o n  i n  the landscape w i th  

the  s i ng le  egceat ion  o f  the gen t le  va l l ey  i n  the eas te rn  h a l f  of the d i s t r i c t .  

F. Densi ty  of Development--The question o f  density may be broken i n t o  two sec t i ons  

i n  the d i s t r k t  t i t h  National Avenue as the d i v i d e r .  To the  w e s t  o f  Nat iona l  Avenue 

there a r e  approx imate ly  f i f t e e n  p l u s  buildings i n  any g i v e n  one thousand l i n e a r  f e e t .  

To the east o f  National Avenue, the d e n s i t y  l e v e l  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  less w i t h  about ten 

residenczes in any g i ven  one thousand l i n e a r  f o o t  sect ion.  
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~ d n e r a l  descp ip t i on  o f  types ,  s t y l e s ,  or periods o f  archi tecture  represented i n  t he  

tdi s t r i c t -  

I .  Pre-1890 a r ~ l h i  t e e t u r e  i n  the Walnut S t ree t  d i s t r i c t  

There i s  only  one example o f  the e a r l i e s t  house category. I t  i s  the Dickey house 
(1260 East WG ] n u t  S t r ee t )  b u i l t  c i r c a  1869-1870. The house i s  bui 1 t on a center-hall  

plan w i t h  eqital:y s i zed  rooms f l a n k i n g  the center ha l l .  The  facade i s  symnletrical 
w i t h  f i v e  bag o ~ e n i n g s ,  which i s  i n d i c a t i v e  o f  an e a r l i e r  approach t o  a rch i tec tu re  

than most o f  + r l  ~ e i g h b o r s .  

O r i g i n a l  house colors  a r e ,  of course, impossible t o  detern~ ine  without i ndepth 

research and  j n a l y s i s ,  b u t  appropriate colors  would be pa le ,  earthy p a s t e l  co lo r s  

w i t h  t r i m  accernted in equally pale paste ls .  However, a conse rva t i ve  owner would have 

probably pairhfed the house w h i t e  w i t h  green painted shut ters .  The workn~anship in the 

Dickey house is most l ike ly  of t he  highest qua1 i t y .  Houses of i t s  k i n d  would  have 

been b u i l t  f r . ~ ~  ~ a s s e d - o n  t r a d i t i o n  rather than  froin blue-prints,  which i n  t a r n  re -  

f k c t s  on the de; ign  quality. A higher p ropor t i on  of the  work needed t o  b u i l d  a home 

4 1 i  the t h i r d  quai*tsr o f  the  nineteenth century was done by hand than  can be found i n  

any l a t e r  per- o d .  The resu l t  was t ha t  there was more room fo r  the display o f  q u a l i t y  

workmanship arid a f u l l y  integrat ive design scheme as i t  was understood i n  i t s  day. 

A t  301 South Wampton Avenue there i s  a  t radi t ional  o r  f o l k  house type o f  inde- 

t e rm ina te  d a t e ,  t h o u g h  p robab ly  b u i l t  i n  the 1880s. I t  i s  one-story and b u i l t  on a 
h a l l  parlor f i o o r  p l a n  (one room la rger  t h a n  the a t h e r )  w i t h  three bay facade. L i t t l e  

i s  known OF the ksuse. 

I I .  The Queen A~ne s t y l e  i n  the Walnut S t r e e t  d i s t r i c t  
rc 

W $ t h i n  t h e  area o f  the d i s t r i c t  there i s  a h ia tus  between the e a r l i e s t  and the n e x t  

b u i l d i n g  pe r iod ,  Queen Anne, in the ea r l y  t o  mid-1890s. The imposing Queen Anne house 

type features n u i t i p l e  s t o r i e s  ( w i t h  a few notable exceptions such as t h a t  found a t  
1159 E a s t  W a l n d l  S t r ee t ) ,  large decorative porch areas and r i c h l y  textured asymetrical 

facades. A1 1 a r e  of frame const ruct ion.  Most, i f  not a l l ,  o f  the Queen Anne house 

types in tkee d i s t r i c t  were probably archi tec t  designed. Three houses w i t h i n  the 

d i s t r i c t  (1435 Ea:t Walnut , 1011 and 1023 East E l m  S t r ee t s )  were b u i l t  by archi tects  

a 5  t h e i r  p e r s o ~ a l  res idences .  

The h i s t o r . 3 ~  nodse colors'of the Queen Anne s t y l e  r e f l e c t  t h e  eclecticisni  of  i t s  

form and a p p l  r t ~ d  i~rnainent .  Bold shades of e a r t h  color-s (red, brown, green a n d  yel low 

were the  most ; t ~ ~ ; ; l a r )  f o r  wall surfaces were s t a n d a r d ,  w i t h  s t a r k l y  contrast~ng t r i m  



queen Anne s t y l e .  The Sease House, b u i l t  1886-1890. 1435 E a s t  Walnut Street 
, * ~ __-* --. *--.. --^-CwrYln*.--* *--*..--."----- - -  *, II _ ,&. _a * .i ., ".flXo _ _ a d  - * -- ..*-*.= - 

Catalogue-"Bui 1 der house type ( ea r ly  component). 1112 Eas t  Walnut S t r e e t ,  bui  1 t 1908-1909 





American Colonial r e v i v a l  house sty1 e. 1300 East W a l n u t  S t r ee t .  Bui  1 t 1921-1922 6 

Spanish M iss ion  r e v i v a l  house s ty le .  1638 E a s t  Walnut Stree t .  B u i l t  1923-1924 
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s i m i l a r i l y  d e a i t  with. The overall  r e s u l t  was a s tandardization of workmanship w h i c h  

*quid be t h t .  sq.amp of a l l  house building of the fu ture .  The worker had fewer cho ices  

o r  avenues uf express ion  as he b u i l t  a house. Design qua l i t y ,  l ikewise,  defined 

i t s e l f  by the raange of choice offered by the ubiquitous ca ta logues .  

Generally, the  overall  qua l i ty  of the houses b u i l t  within the d i s t r i c t  i s  high 

re la t ive  t o  otbder areas of Spr ingf ie ld ,  due t o  i t s  prominence as  a cho ice  l o c a t i o n  

for  the  upper nqrodle class of  Springfield, a d i s t i nc t i on  held throughout tne d i s t r i c t ' s  

subsequent development. 

IV. Tke P e r i t j d  Revival House t ypes  in t h e  Walnut  S t r ee t  d i s t r i c t  

Per i od  r.avr. val house t ypes  are more common in  the  eas tern  portion of the d i s t r i c t ,  

i n p a r t  becae~se they are  o f  generad l y  l a t e r  date--ci rca 1910-1930--during whi ch t i m e  

the eastern edge flourished. 

1. There art: several English Cottage reviva l  house types w i t h  t h e i r  emphasjs on the 

h igh  p i t c h  q a b l e  r o o f  and rus t ica ted  facade surfaces sometimes supplemented w i t h  

f a 1  se h a )  f - l i m b e r i n g  and 1 i g h t  colored stucco i n t e r s t i c e s .  

2, Spanish Mis:>ion revival house types w i t h  stucco wall surfaces and ceramic t i l e  

roofs arc4 represented ;n the d i s t r i c t *  There i s  one remarkable I t a l i a n  

Renaissance r e v i v a l  house (1303 East Walnut S t r e e t )  of imposing s c a l e  on a l a r g e  

l o t .  The ~ 6 %  1 s are stone w i t h  exuberant por t ico,  door and window surrounds, a n d  

delicate balconies a t  the second s t o r y ,  a71 executed i n  s o f t  limestone. 

3.  Relativelji  common in the d i s t r i c t  are American Colonial revival house types 

w i t h  their  simple gable  roof 1-ine and rectangular plan shape a n d  symmetrical 

bay arrangevent. Both f ratme and brick veneered examples a re  common. 

Wi t t~ t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  the frame Colonial revival  house, we have a1 rriajor 

departure i n  t h e  appropriate use o f  exterior  color .  The American Colonial r e v i v a l  

house generally had a w h i t e  or o f f -wh i t e  body color  with high c o n t r a s t  green 

shutters a L 

The p a t t e r n  evo'fved with the  Catalogue-Builder house type r e g a r d i n g  worknranship and 

design q u a l i t y  h t j l d s  t r ue  f o r  the Period R e v i v a l  styles a s  well. 

V .  Bungalows i n  the Walnut Street d i s t r i c t  

Bungalows eye well-represented i n  the d i s t r i c t .  Both of t h e  dominant for irs a r e  

represented. 'Tht f i r s t  i s  recognized by a sweeping roof 1 i ne on a one a19d one-half 

story buingalo~ w l = ~ k r  the r o o f  f a c e  t o  the  s t r e e t  and  an ever-present h a l f  -s tory  dormer. 

The second cha rac t e r i s t i c  bungalow t ype  presents i t s  g a b l e  t o  the s t r e e t ,  usual ly  with a 



Catalogue-Builder house type ( l a t e  component). 1201 Eas t  Walnut Street,,. 

B u i l t  1914-1915 
. . " " - - - " ---- ---- 

- - _ _ . - ^  ._. . . I  

E n g l i s h  Cottage revival house s ty le .  1230 East Walnut Street. Bu i  1 t 1932-1933 
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f u l l  gable  roo? porch with  the  house g a b l e .  Most of the bungalows wi th in  the  d i s t r i c t  

e o f  frame co r i s t ruc t i on  a l t h o u g h  t h e r e  a r e  a couple o f  r e l a t i v e l y  modest l a t e  

bungalows of br-i ck veneer cons t ruc t ion .  

The bungalow house type w i t h  i t s  emphasis on the hor izonta l  and i t s  closeness to  
the ground would have  been painted t o  r e f l ec t  the  earth from which i t  spra~ng. Dark 

ear th tones were common, sometimes w i t h  l i g h t  colored c o n t r a s t i n g  trim colors .  

In  a r e l a t ib i .  sense, a return to the hand crafted workmanship and s t . r a i g h t  fo rward  

design quality c f  another  e r a  was p a r t  o f  the  aura o r  mystique o f  the  blitrigalow- 

cl-af tsman m o v e ~ e q t .  However, the bungal  ow types  bui l  t i n  the d i s t r i c t  were 

a c t u a l l y  bui i :  ixcording t o  the o u t l i n e  d e t a i l e d  with regard t o  t h e  Catalogue- 

Builder houses. The bungalow i n  the  d i s t r i c t  most assuredly  came from the plan-books 

o f  the many a r c h i t e c t s  cater ing t o  the  bungalow movement. L i t t l e  change resulted 

from the nostal g-1 c attempt to re-introduce lost p r a c t i c e s .  



Bungalow house style.  1603 E a s t  Walnut Street .  Bui l t 1916-1917 

Bungalow house s ty le .  1531 East Walnut Street .  B u i l t  1926 
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Genera'% phys i ca l  relationships of buildings t o  each other and t o  the t l r l v i  ronment: 

facade l ines;  s t r e e t  plans ; parks ; squares; open space; structural d e n s i t y  ; p l a n t i  ngs; 

and impor tan t  nztural  features 

A. Facade lines--Wi t h i n  the weste rn  one-half of  the area of the d i s t r i c t ,  houses are  

more o r  less uniformly se t  back from the  s t r e e t  circa twenty t o  t h i r t y  f e e t .  The 

resultant i m p r e s s i o n  i s  an important a t t r ibu te  of the d i s t r i c t  w i t h  i t s  h igh ly  regular 

facade l ine. .  

The eastern  ort ti on o f  the d i s t r i c t  (beyond National Avenue) i s  q u i t e  the contrary. 

Face 1 i nes are  n i  g h l y  i r regular  , varying sometimes draniatical l y  firom one property 

t o  the  next, t hough  a l l  a r e  se t  back from t h e  s t r e e t  well beyond the  t h i r t y  f o o t  general 

rule found i re  t h e  western  portion s f  t he  d i s t r i c t .  

B e  Street P;ar.~s--Streets within tiOe d i s t r i c t  a re  a l l  born of t he  rectangular grid plan 

w i t h  s t ree ts  intersecting a t  r ight  angles, t h e  d o m i n a n t  system o f  c i t y  p lann ing  in 

nineteenth c e n t i ~ r j  America. The s i n g l e  e x c e p t i o n  i s  Cordova Court,  a t w e n t i e t h  century 

p r i v a t e  streeat cevelopment with a single entrance and  ex i t  featuring a i:ircle a t  t h e  

ad o f  the c;'urt. The grid p l a n  within the dis t r ic t --with s t r e e t s  a t  r i g h t  angles-- 

does n o t  exf i -#a: t  the charac ter i s t ics  of a master p l a n .  I n  looking a t  a map o f  t h e  

d i s t r i c t ,  i t  i s  appa ren t  tha t  s t r ee t s  converge a t  widely varying in terva ls .  The reason 

for  t h i s  l i e s  i n  the  organic growth o f  the d i s t r i c t  (discussed in sub-sect ion 8 i n  

great detail ) hi  t h  additions platted a t  d i f f e r en t  times by di f ferent  developers wi th  

d i f f e r e n t  i d e a s  on the most profi table  way t o  place s t r ee t s .  One may see the l a t t e r  

p o i n t  g r a p h i c a l l y  i l l u s t r a t ed  w i t h  regard t o  the s t r e e t  changes b r o u g h t  about by the 

pr ivate ,  deve1opmt:nt o f  the University Plaza project. 
C 

C. Parks--There are  no parks within the d i s t r i c t .  

D. Squares--Tne~c?e are  no squares within the d i s t r i c t .  

E. Open space--Vhat open space there i s  i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t  i s  limited t o  t h a t  before and 

i n  between t h e  houses which comprise the df s t r i c t .  

F. Structural  Density--Each l o t  in  the d i s t r i c t  varies w i d e l y  in s t r e e t  f ron tage,  b u t  

w e s t  of Na t i ona l  Avenue niost a r e  approximately one hundred  f e e t  o f  f r on t i i ge  on the 

stre& and  ex-na back around two hundred f ee t .  As a resul t ,  there i s  m i n i m a l  side 
i 

rd space becdvse of the re la t ive ly  large s i z e  o f  each house. The impression created 

i s  of a r e l a t i v e l y  dense packing of the  r e s i d e n t i a l  landscape. 

"The a r e a  w i t k , i n  the  d i s t r i c t  n o r t h  of W a l n u t  S t r ee t  on Hampton, M c h n i e l ,  National 
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d Florence i s  t he  product  of a s i n g l e  p l a t t - - t h e  E a s t  S i d e  A d d i t i o n .  L o t s  a r e  

squeezed together  w i t h  only  s i x t y  f e e t  f ron tage .  The same se t -back  o f  twenty 

t o  t h i r t y  f e e t  2.; s t a n d a r d ,  however. Obviously, t h i s  area has a  h i g h  s t ructural  

densi ty r e l a t i ve  t o  o t h e r  areas o f  t h e  d i s t r i c t .  

The area ea5 t  o f  National Avenire on Ha l  n u t  S t r e e t  i s  of l a t e r  d a t e  t,haim the  rest  

of  the d i s t r s i ; t ,  and  the product of a d i f f e r e n t  approach t o  r e s i d e n t i a l  developnient. 

Several l o t s  d r e  three t o  four hundred f e e t  a c r o s s ,  w i t h  house set -backs vary ing  wide ly  

on the ha1 f d o z e l  non-conformi ng l o t s .  The remainder o f  t h e  houses s i t  on genera l ly  

larger 7 o t s - - f  r o i ~ ~  one hundred t o  one hundred and seven ty - f  i ve f e e t  f ron t  age-- than 

t h e i r  neighbops t o  the wes t  i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t .  The i m p r e s s i o n  created i s  of much lesser 
structural densi t y  as compared t o  o t h e r  areas o f  the  d i s t r i c t .  

G. Plant ings-- ' ipadi  tionally, the a r e a  o f  the  d i s t r i c t  has been dominated by trees. 

Because many were? elm t r e e s ,  popu la r  a t  t h e  turn  of t h e  century ,  the t r e e  canopy i s  

reduced from ~ h a r  may be seen i n  h i s t o r i c  pho tog raphs  due t o  the  d e v a s t a t i o n  of the  

Dutch E l m  d i s e a s e *  

The areas s f  the  d i s t r i c t  w e s t  o f  N a t i o n a l  Avenue, w i t h  t h e i r  l i m i t e d  set-back 

nf the houses. w:,uld have been d o m i n a t e d  by the  V i c t o r i a n  i dea l  o f  a uniform tree 

~ ~ i n o p y  as descr i t~ed,  keeping the rema inder  o f  the g rassy  f r o n t  y a r d s  as  open "cornon" 

areas. 'The eoiphasi s was on open a r e a s  be fo re  the houses encouraging neighborhood 

familiarity. The tendency t o  large open f r o n t  porches was another man i fes ta t i on  of 

the trend, 

To the e a s t  s f  National Avenue, p l a n t i n g s  would have been more lush and  f u l l ,  

complimenting the large set-backs and wide s i d e y a r d s  common t o  the area. What we 

see today i s  probably the m a t u r a t i o n  of the i d e a l  common i n  t h e  1920s and 1930s.  

frees,  bushes, and group p l a n t i n g s  'can be found before t h e  houses -in the eastern po r t i on  

Q$ the d i i s t r i c t ,  r*, 

H. Important N a ~ u r a l  Features-The area o f  t h e  d i s t r i c t  i s  more or l e s s  geographically 

homogenous w i t h  r o  important n a t u r a l  features .  



- Commercial l y F roduced pos tcard  (postmarked 1908) showi ng t h e  t r e e  canopy over 

E a s t  Walnut  St.reet.  Note  the  h i t c h i n g  posts and,carqridge s toops v i s i b l e  i n  the 

pic ture ,  
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^enera1 descriirtuion o f  the d i s t r i c t  during the p e r i o d ( s )  when i t  ach ieved  s i g n i f i c a n c e  

The f i r s t  cra  t o  leave a mark s t i l l  vis ible  today i s  that  o f  the l anded  e s t a t e s  

which sprang u; i n  t h e  post-Civil War period i n  Springfield. Generally, these parcels 

o f  l and  were actually "mini'9farms bui l t  by residents whose wealth was wed t o  the 

comercia1 g r c ) ~ t h  o f  post-war S p r i n g f i e l d .  I n  the area of the  historit: d i s t r i c t  

there  s u r v i v e s  s s i n g l e  example of the small acreage e s t a t e .  Waldo Booth, a hardware 

merchant, built a t  1260 East Walnut S t ree t ,  a two-story frame house i n  1869-1870. 

The newly acquired wealth of t h e  merchant class  i n  the 1880s found visual 

expression -"I tne  ostentatious homes bu i  1 t n o t  i n  bucol i c  semi -rural s e t t i n g s  popular 

w i t h  the  e a r l i e r  generation, but close t o  the  hub of commercial ac t iv i ty  a t  the c i t y  

center. On Walnut and E l m  S t r ee t s ,  " I t a l i an"  s t y l e  homes rad ia t ed  outward from the 

center of the c ' t y  on narrow l o t s  platted on the grounds  o f  the e a r l i e r  estates .  

In the I z t e  nineteenth century, the  population of S p r i n g f i e l d  expanded, and the  

h i g h l y  d e s i r e b l ~  lo t s  close t o  the  commercial center were rapidly b u i l t  up. The 

dense urban-residential zone pushed eastward on E l m  and N a l n u t  Streets  land northward 

on Hampton a ~ d  Florence S t r e e t s .  By 1905 there were houses as f a r  as Nat ional  Avenue, 

4th a Pew scattered even fur ther  beyond. 

Through 192C the emphasis was s t i l l  on a central residential  l o c a t i o n  close to 

the centel* of business. Homes b u i l t  i n  t he  f i r s t  wave of urban construction were torn 

dawn t o  mke Nay for the new nxsderri homes. On Elm Street  the streetscape up Lo 
Nat ional  Avenue reached i t s  zen i th  as the l a s t  major building boom f i  l5ed the remaining 

empty spaces. On Walnut S t ree t  homes went up l e a p f r o g g i  rig one another well beyond 

Nat iona l  S t r e e t ,  straggl i ng towards Glenstone Avenue. 

A t  the apogee of the d i s t r i c t ' s  l i fe--circa 1915--the streetscape of' the d i s t r i c t  
E 

v a r i e d  widely from i t s  present aspec t .  Streets were brick-paved with 1 imestone s l a b  

gut ters  and curbs ( the curbs a lone  are vis ible  today?. Early photographs show t h a t ,  

wi th  f e ~  excek:t i ;~?s, each house had a stone h i t c h i n g  p o s t  and stone carriage stoops 
(few s u r v i v e )  a 3rick or l imes tone  s l a b  walks  f r o n t e d  each house. B u t  the dominant 

impress ion  was g; ven by the mature E l m  t rees  w h i c h  spread the i r  l e a f y  f o l i a g e  t o  

virtually b lack  ?ne sun.' 

The sense of sca le ,  set  back from t h e  s t reet ,  and the re la t ive  a rch i tec tu ra l  harmony 

created the l a t e  i f i c t s r i a n  idea l  of a res ident ia l  s t r e e t :  a f a c t  no t  l o s t  on the 

contemporary 5gr :ngf iedd boosters who i n v a r i a b l y  included a s t r e e t  photo of E a s t  
h' 

l n u t  Strt2e.d ~ r ;  x h e i r  s l i ck  prcamot-ional publications. 

The i n t r o d u t . ~ ? o n  o f  t he  automobile on a mass sca le  during the  1920s :itretched the  
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l i m i t s  o f  the  c i t y  a t  an alarming ra te  t o t a l l y  inconsistent wi th  previous ly  he ld  

not ions  of d i s t a n c e  and  des i rab i l i ty .  The fashion conscious middle class s t i l l  

considered ei?e e a s t e r n  reaches of  East Walnut Stree t  desirable,  however. Through 

1939 East W a i n ~ l  Street  matured, wi th  numerous examples of the richly e c l e c t i c  period 

r e v i v a l s  bui 2 t i n  the  remaining in te rs t ices  of  the streetscape. 

L a t e  i n  :he 1910s and i n t o  the e a r l y  1920s, a t ransformat ion  t ook  place i n  the  

neighborhoods 3 %  t he  c i t y ' s  core. I n  1916, a two-story apartment house went u p  

a t  527 East V a l r i u t  S t r ee t ,  next door t o  a large two-story s i n g l e  family dwel l ing .  

By 1933, on k a : n i ~ t  S t r ee t  between Jefferson and Kimbrough Avenues, two o f  the large 

mansions had been t o r n  down, three had been converted into apartment houses, one 
was transformed %"Lo a funeral home, and two filling s t a t i o n s  and the apartment 

house a1 ready mentioned iratruded on the  r e s i d e n t i a l  s t r e e t .  O f  the sixi:een homes t h a t  

once existed, c;a:ly t h r e e  now survi we. 

The cycle b ~ g a n  a t  the very h e a r t  of the c i t y  i n  the  aff luent  r e s i d e n t i a l  

neighborhoods imaediately adjacent ,  b u t  the r ap id  decl ine of t h e  single f a m i  l y  neigh- 

borhsods spread r,.utward, a f f e c t i n g  Walnut a n d  E l m  Streets  a s  f a r  a s  Sherman Parkway 

rd beyond .. 
The dis t r jc t  as  defined has n o t  been immune to  the  changes t a k i n g  place. A t  the 

present,  on the eve o f  i t s  being declared an h is tor ic  d i s t r i c t ,  the area between 

Sherman Parkway and Nat ional  Avenue has been i n  large part  transformed from single  

family t o  mu1 t i  p ' 2  residence. Several crowded f r a t e r n i t i e s  and s o r o r i t i e s  associated 

wi th  Southwest Siiissouri S t a t e  University e x i s t  uneasily s ide  by s i d e  w i t h  houses s t i l l  
occupied by a sirtgle person o r  family. Lots have been cleared o f  t he i r  s i n g l e  f a m i l y  

homes and apartments have gone up i h  t h e i r  stead. Sometimes l o t s  have been l e f t  

empty and rubbl e - f  i l 1 ed. % 

The d i s t r i c t  area e a s t  o f  N a t i o n a l  Avenue retains  i t s  c i r ca  1930s f l a v o r *  Mast 

o f  t he  homes remasin s i n g l e  f a m i l y  and there has been minimal modern in-fill, 
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p-esent and o r i g i n a l  uses of b u i l d i n g s  and any successful adap t i ve  uses 

With few exceptions,  the  bu i ld ings  w i t h i n  the d i s t r i c t  were o r i g i n a l l y  s ingle  f a m i l y  

dwellings. East o f  National Avenue, the single fami ly character s u r v i v e s  i n t a c t .  

Mest of Nationdm Avenue, most  of the homes have been made over an the i n t e r i o r  t o  

accomodate mu: t o~p - l e  occupancy. The changes range f r o m  t h e  ve ry  m inor  i n t e r i o r  a 1  t e r -  

a t i o n  w p r e s e ~ ~ t e d  by the houses a t  944 and 1144 East Walnut St ree t ,  f o r  e)ramgle, t o  

the very d ~ a s t . i r  changes needed t o  house twenty or t h i r t y  s i n g l e  person:; in a 

f r a t e r n i t y  ap s o r o r i t y  hause conversion such as found a t  1027 and 1021 E:asd Walnut 

S'treit t . 
There a r e  fei.l: examples o f  adap t i ve  reuse o f  bu i ld ings  w i t h i n  t he  d i s t r i c t  t o  da te .  

However, the sld f i r e  s t a t i o n  a t  424 South National Avenue has been successfully can- 

verted t c  a fas t  f ood  res taurant .  There i s  one fur ther  example o f  a sympathetic 

reuse o f  a b ~ - I d - n g  w i t h i n  t he  d i s t r i c t  a t  307 South Nat iona l  Avenue, where a large 

single f a n i l y  ham12 i s  currently in use as a c h i l d  day care f a c i l i t y .  The McDaniel 

School c o n t i n u e s  t o  be used as  an educational f a c i l i t y .  
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~ t r u s t i o n s :  ~ d e n t i f y i  ng a1 l nonconforming elements t h a t  detract  f rom the i n t e g r i t y  

s f  the d+i s t r i c t ,  

East Walnut S t r ee t  

F l  srence Avenue 

Cordova Caur t 

E a s t  E l m  Street 





Section - M Section - N 

Inventorv Number Address 

609 West Walnut St. 
623 West Walnut St. 
629 West Walnut St. 
633 West Walnut St. 
639 West Walnut St. 

727 West Walnut St. 
733 West Walnut St. 
737 West Walnut St, 
739 West Walnut St. 
801 West Walnut St. 

807 West Walnut St. 
--- West Walnut St. 
817 West Walnut St. 
823 West Walnut St. 
837 West Walnut St. 

901 West Walnut St. 
907 West Walnut St. 
925 West Walnut St. 
933 West Walnut St. 
1003 West Walnut St. 

1011 West Walnut St. 
1015 West Walnut St. 
1021 West Walnut St. 
1027 West Walnut St. 
1031 West Walnut St. 

1035-7 West Walnut 
1041 West Walnut St. 
1045 West Walnut St. 
1101 West Walnut St. 
1107 West Walnut St. 

1 1 1 1  West Walnut St. 
1113 West Walnut St. 
1125 West Walnut St. 
1201 West Walnut St. 
1205 West Walnut St. 

1211 West Walnut St. 
1215 West Walnut St. 
1221 West Walnut St. 
1225 West Walnut St. 

Inventory Number Address --- 

313 West Walnut St. 
305 West Walnut St. -- - East Walnut St. 
301-07 East Walnut St. 
309-313 East Walnut St. 

315 East Walnut St. 
Nu1 1 Number 
319 East Walnut St. 
321 East Walnut St. 
323-331 East Walnut St. 

300-6 West McDanSel St.. 
228-30 West ;McDaniel St. 
214 West McDaniel St. 
212 West McDaniel St. 
208 West McDaniel St. 

--- East McDaniel St. 
318 East McDaniel St. 
322-24 College St. 
316-20 College St. 
300-08 St. Louis St. 

310-12' St. Louis St. 
428 St. .  Louis St. 
432 St. Louis St. 
436 St. Louis St. 
502-8 St. Louis 

630 St. Louis St. 
700 St. Louis St. 
1028 St. Louis St. 
--- St. Louis St. 
1155 1157 St. Louis St. 

1151 St. Louis St. 
--- St. Louis St. 
--- St. Louis St. 
1145 St. Louis St. 
945 St. Louis St. 

933 St. Louis St. 
--- St. Louis St. 
571 St. Louis St. 
517 St. Louis St. 
451 St. Louis St. 



Sect ion -- N Sec t ion  - N 

Address I nven to rv  Number Address Inventor  v Number 

329-37 S t .  Lou is  S t .  
325 .St. Lou is  St. 
317-23 St.  Lou i s  St.  
317-21 St.  Lou is  S t .  
301 Col lege S t .  

507-11 Boonv i l l e  Ave. 
429-43 7 Boonv i 1 l e  Ave. 
421-427 Boonvi 1 l e  Ave. 
415-9 B o o n v i l l e  Ave. 
357 B o o n v i l l e  Ave. 

Nu 1 7 number 
Nu11 Number 
311 Col lege S t .  
313 Col lege S t .  
315 Col lege St. 

149-152 P u b l i c  Sq. 
--- Pub l i c  Sq. 
137 Pub l i c  Sq. 
122 Pub l i c  Sq. 
217 South Ave. 

221 West O l i v e  
219 West O l i v e  
215 West O l i v e  St .  
213 West O l i v e  S t .  
--- East O l i v e  S t .  

123 Pub l i c  Sq. 
--- South Avenue 
301 South Ave. 
305 South Ave. 
Nu1 1 Number 

311 East O l i v e  St.  
--- Benton Ave. 
--- W. Water St.  
--- W .  Nater  St.  
223 E. Water S t .  

309 South Ave. 
315 South Ave. 
317 South Ave. 
321 South Ave. 
325 South Ave. 

315 E. Water S t .  
331 E. Water S t .  
--- Id. M i l l  S t .  
215 W. M i l l  St .  
228-234 W .  Phelps S t .  

209--19 E. Walnut S t .  
--- South Ave. 
308 South Ave. 
306 South Ave. 
--- South Ave. 

--- W. Phelps St .  
--- W .  Phelps St.  
330 S. Campbell Ave. 
326 S. Campbell Ave. 
322-4 S. Campbell Ave. 

110 Pub l i c  Sq. 
109 Pub l i c  Sq. 
Nu1 1 Number 
107 Pub l i c  Sq. 
103-5 Pub l i c  Sq. 

318 S. Campbell Ave. 
312-4 S. Campbell Ave. 
308 S. Campbell 
306 S. Campbell Ave. 
300 S. Campbell Ave. 

100-2 Pub l i c  Sq. 
158 Pub l i c  Sq. 
156 Pub l i c  Sq. 
155 Pub l i c  Sq. 
154 Pub l i c  Sq. 

222 Boonvi 1 l e  Ave. 
326 B o o n v i l l e  Ave. 
328 B o o n v i l l e  Ave. 
412 Boonv i l l e  Ave. 
414 Boonv i l l e  Ave. 

220 N. Campbell Ave. 
216-8 N. Campbell Ave. 
212-214 N. Campbell Ave. 
210 N. Campbell Ave. 
625 N. Campbell Ave. 



Section - N Section - N 

Inventory Number Address 

--- Boonville Ave. 
--- Boonvil le Ave. 
--- Boonville Ave. 
738 N. Boonvi 1 le Ave. 
220 E. Chestnut St. 

130 224 E. Chestnut St. 
131 320 E.. Chestnut St. 
132 324 E. Chestnut St. 
133 --- N. Jefferson Ave. 
134 --- N. Jefferson Ave. 

607 N. Jefferson Ave. 
--- E. Tampa St. 
--- N. Jefferson Ave. 
Null Number 
--- N. Jefferson Ave. 

--- E. Phelps St. 
--- N. Jefferson Ave. 
309 N. Jefferson Ave. 
--- N. Jefferson Ave. 
301-5 S. Jefferson Ave. 

307 N. Jefferson Ave. 
309-13 S. Jefferson Ave. 
Null Number 
Nu1 1 Number 
--- N. Jefferson Ave. 
500 N. Jefferson Ave. 
602 N. Jefferson Ave. 
630 N. Jefferson Ave. 
636 N. Jefferson Ave. 
--- E. Chestnut St. 

--- Phelps St. 
320 S. Kimbrough Ave. 
316 S. Kimbrough Ave. 
706 N. Benton Ave. 
708 N. Benton Ave. 

628 Jones Alley 
622 Jones Alley 
536 E. Tampa St. 
609 N. Washington Ave. 
623 N. Washington Ave. 

Inventory Number Address --- 

540 E. Chestnut St. 
525 E. Tampa St. 
300-302 W. Olive St. 
312 E. Olive St. 
--- N. Sherman Ave. 

170 311 S. Patton Ave. 
171 --- S. Patton Ave. 
172-173 --- N. National Ave. 
174 220 N. Hampton 
175 221 S. National Ave. 

176 229 S. National Ave. 
177 235 S. National Ave. 
178 500 N. Patton Ave. 
179 Nu1 1 Number 
180 Null Number 

202 E. Olive St. 
222 St. Louis St. 
Nu1 1 Number 
211 E:. Walnut St. 
Nu1 1 Number 

Nu 1 1 Nunlber 
--- St. Louis St. 
1131 St. Louis St. 



Sect ion  - F Sec t ion  - P 

I nven to ry  Kurnber Address I n v e n t o r y  Number Address -- 

415 S. F o r t  Ave. 
425 S. F o r t  Ave. 
431 S. F o r t  Ave. 
435 S. F o r t  Ave. 
443-5 S. Fort Ave. 

530 S. New Ave. 
520 S. New Ave. 
518 S. New Ave. 
500 S. New Ave. 
420 S. New Ave. 

501 S. F o r t  Ave. 
505 S. F o r t  Ave. 
511 S. F o r t  Ave. 
517 S. F o r t  Ave. 
521 S. F o r t  Ave. 

408 S. New Ave. 
419 S. Broadway Ave. 
423 S. Broadway Ave. 
429 S. Broadway Ave. 
439 S. Broadway Ave. 

525 S. For t  Ave.. 
531 S. F o r t  Ave. 
537 S. F o r t  Ave. 
539 S. F o r t  Ave. 
--- S. F o r t  Ave. 

445 S. Broadway A v ~ .  
503 S. Broadway Ave. 
515 S. Broadway Ave. 
527 S. Broadway Ave. 
529 S. Broadway Ave. 

532 S. F o r t  Ave. 
530 S. F o r t  Ave. 
526 S. F o r t  Ave. 
500 S. F o r t  Ave. 
426 S. F o r t  Ave. 

535 S. Broadway Ave. 
536 S. Broadway Ave. 
530 S. Broadway Ave. 
526 S. Broadway Ave. 
522 S. Broadway Ave. 

420 S. F o r t  Ave. 
418 S. F o r t  Ave. 
472 S. F o r t  Ave. 
411 S. New Ave. 
413 S. New Ave. 

518 S. Broadway Ave. 
-- S. M issou r i  Ave. 
--- S. M issou r i  Ave. 
--- S. M issou r i  Ave. 
--- S. M issou r i  Ave. 

421 S. New Ave. 
427 S. New Ave. 
431 S. New Ave. 
437 S. New Ave. 
441 S. New Ave. 

460 S. Grant Ave. 
452 S. Grant Ave. 
448 S. Grant Ave. 
--- S. Grant Ave. 
436 S. Grant Ave. 

447 S. New Ave. 
503 S. New Ave. 
507 S. New Ave. 
511 S. New Ave. 
515 S. New Ave. 

430 S. Grant Ave. 
420 S. Grant Ave. 
--- S. Grant Ave. 
413 S. Main Ave. 
421 S. Main Ave. 

523 S. New Ave. 
525 S. New Ave. 
527 S. New Ave. 
533 S. New Ave. 
536 S. New Ave. 

533 S: R 8 1 ~  A@: 
437 S. Ma,in Ave. 
445 S. M a i n  Ave. 
453 S. Ma in  Ave. 



Sect ion - F Sect ion  - P 

1nventor.y Number Address I nven to ry  Number Address 

459 S. Main Ave. 
461 S. Main Ave. 
467 S. Main Ave. 
513 S. Main Ave. 
519 S. Main Ave. 

920 M t .  Vernon S t .  
926 M t .  Vernon S t .  
930 M t .  Vernon S t .  
936 M t .  Vernon S t .  
940 M t .  Vernon S t .  

601 S. Main 
512 S. Main Ave. 
504 S. Main Ave. 
500 S. Main Ave. 
464 S. Main Ave. - 

460 S. Main Ave. 
454 S. Main Ave. 
448 S. Main Ave. 
440 S. Main Ave. 
436 S. Main Ave. 

1067 900 M t .  Vernon St.  
1068 --- M t .  Vernon S t .  
1069 1070 M t .  Vernon St .  
1070 1016 M t .  Vernon St .  
1071 ' 1020 M t .  Vernon S t .  

1026 M t .  Vernon S t .  
7030 M t .  Vernon St .  
1036 M t .  Vernon S t .  
1040 M t .  Vernon St .  
1048 M t .  Vernon St .  

434 S. Main Ave. 
428 S. Main Ave. 
422 S. Main Ave. 
414 S. Main Ave. 
920 W. Har r i son  S t .  

--- M t .  Vernon S t .  
1056 M t *  Vernon St .  
11 10 M t ,  Vernon St.  
1116 M t .  Vernon St .  
1120 M t .  Vernon S t .  

1120 W. Ha r r i son  S t .  
604 M t .  Vernon 
608 M t .  Vernon 
614 M t .  Vernon 
618 M t .  Vernon 

1126 Mt. Vernon St .  
1200 M t .  Vernon St .  
1204 M t .  Vernon St .  
1210 M t .  Vernon St .  
1214 M t .  Vernon St .  

626 M t .  Vernon 
632 M t .  Vernon St.  
638 M t .  Vernon 
642 M t .  Vernon St. 
710 W. M t .  Vernon 

1215 M t .  Vernon St .  
1211 M t .  Vernon St.  
1207 M t .  Vernon St.  
1203 M t .  Vernon St.  
1131 M t .  Vernon S t .  

716 W. M t .  Vernon 
--- W. M t .  Vernon 
724 W. M t .  Vernon 
800/802 W. M t .  Vernon 
832 W. M t .  Vernon 

1125 M t .  Vernon S t .  
1119 M t .  Vernon S t .  
1117 M t .  Vernon S t .  
1111 m t .  Vernon St.  
1109 M t .  Vernon St .  

838 W. M t .  Vernon 
900 M t .  Vernon St .  
--- M t .  Vernon S t .  
910 M t .  Vernon S t .  
914 M t .  Vernon S t .  

1105 M t .  Vernon S t .  
1101 M t .  Vernon St .  
1057 M t .  Vernon St .  
1051 M t .  Vernon S t .  
1045 M t .  Vernon S t .  



Sect ion - f Sect ion - P 

Inventory  Number Address Inventory  Number Address -- 
11 19 1041 M t .  Vernon S t .  
1120 1037 M t .  Vernon S t .  
1121 1031 M t .  Vernon St.  
1122 1025 M t .  Vernon S t .  
1123 929 M t .  Vernon St. 

1044 W .  Walnut S t .  
1052 W *  Walnut S t .  
1058 W. Walnut S t .  
1104 W. Walnut S t .  
1110 W. Walnut S t .  

1124 925 M t .  Vernon S t .  
1125 917 M t .  Vernon S t .  
1126 913 M t .  Vernon S t .  
1127 907 M t .  Vernon S t .  
1128 903 M t .  Vernon St;  

1114 W. Walnut S t .  
1122 W. Walnut S t .  
1200 W. Walnut S t .  
1210 W. Walnut S t .  
1216 W. Walnut S t .  

1220 W. Walnut S t .  
1224 W. ldalnut S t .  
1300 W. Walnut S t .  
416 S. 8 t h  Ave. 
--- S. New Ave. 

839 M t .  Vernon S t .  
835 M t .  Vernon St.  
831 M t .  Vernon S t .  
823 M t .  Vernon S t .  
817 M t .  Vernon S t .  

811 M t .  Vernon S t .  
807 M t .  Vernon S t .  
801 M t .  Vernon S t .  
737 M t .  Vernon S t .  
731 M t .  Vernon S t .  

--- W. Walnut S t .  
541 S. F o r t  Ave. 
922 W. Elm S t .  
928 W. E l m  S t .  
1026 E l m  ,Arcade 

727 M t .  Vernon S t .  
723 M t .  Vernon S t .  
715 M t .  Vernon St.  
611 M t .  Vernon St .  
605 M t .  Vernon S t .  

1025 Elm Arcade 
--- W. E l m  S t .  
--- W. Elm S t .  
929 W. E l m  S t .  
923 W. E l m  S t .  

603 M t .  Vernon S t .  
710 W. Elm S t .  
714 W .  Elm S t .  
724 W. E l m  S t .  
730 W. Elm S t .  

915 W. Elm S t .  
--- W. E l m  S t .  
909 W. E l m  S t .  
903 W. Elm S t .  
839 W. E l m  S t .  

734 W. Elm S t .  
800 W. E l m  S t .  
812 W. E l m  S t .  
816 W. E l m  S t .  
820 W. E l m  S t .  

835 W. E l m  S t .  
829 M. E l m  S t .  
825 W. E l m  St.  
817 W. E l m  S t .  
813 W. E l m  S t .  

824 W ,  E l m  S t .  
834 W. E l m  S t .  
840 W. E l m  S t .  
908 W. E l m  S t .  
916 W. E l m  S t .  

807 W. Elm S t .  
801 W.  Elm S t .  
--- W .  E:lm S t .  
751 W. E:lm S t .  
729 W.  E l m  S t .  



Section - P Section - P 
Inventory Number Address 

1184 722 Pershing St. 
1185 726 Pershing St. 
1186 732 Pershing St. 
1187 736 Pershing St. 
1188 800 Pershing St. 

1189 806 Pershing St. 
1190 812 Pershing St. 
1191 816 Pershing St. 
1192 824 Pershing St. 
1193 828 Pershing St. 

1194 834 Pershing St. 
1195 836 Pershing St. 
1196 --- Pershing St. 
1197 900 Pershing St. 
1198 906 Pershing St. 

1199 910 Pershing St. 
1200 916 Pershing St. 
1201 922 Pershing St. 
1202 928 Pershing St. 
1203 932 Pershing St. 

1204 936 Pershing St. 
121 1 1118 W. Elm St. 
1212 1120 W. Elm St. 
1213 1206 W. Elm St. 
1214 1212 W. Elm St. 

1215 1218 W. Elm St. 
1226 1213 W. Elm St. 
1227 1211 W .  Elm St. 
1228 1207 W. Elm St. 
1229 1201 W. Elm St. 

1230 1115 W .  Elm St. 
1231 1017 W. Elm St. 
1232 937 Pershing St. 
1233 933 Pershing St. 
1234 927 Pershing St. 

925 Pershing St. 
923 Pershing St. 
915 Pershing St. 
911 Pershing St. 
--- S. 9th Ave. 

Inventory Number Address 

1240 905 Pershing St. 
124 1 901 Pershing St. 
1242 839 Pershing St. 
1243 833 Pershing St. 
1244 829 Pershing St. 

1245 823-5 Pershing St. 
1246 817 Pershing St. 
1247 811 Pershing St. 
1248 807 Pershing St. 
1249 801 Pershing St. 

737 Pershing St. 
733 Pershing St. 
721 Pershing St. 
715 Pershing St. 
608 W. Walnut St. 

614 W. Walnut St. 
620 W. Walnut St. 
632 W. Walnut St. 
710 W. Walnut St. 
716 W. Walnut St. 

730 W. Walnut St. 
736 W. Walnut St. 
800 We Walnut St. 
810 W. Walnut St. 
816 W. Walnut St. 

822 W. Walnut St. 
826 W. Walnut St. 
832 W .  Walnut St. 
838 W. Walnut St. 
902 W. Walnut St. 

1273 908 W. Walnut St. 
1274 914 W. Walnut St. 
1275 930 W. Walnut St. 
1276 936 W. Walnut St. 
1277 1000 W. Walnut St. 

1006 W. Walnut St. 
--- W. Walnut St. 
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INTRODUCTION 

In 1981, a local private developer, John 9. Hamons, presented 

t h e  City of Springfield w i t h  a plan t o  clear approximately 26 acres 

along Dollison Avenue from St. Lou is  Street to Cherry Street. He 

proposed the construction of a $24 mil lion project that would include 

a hotel, convention center, office building, and condominiums. The 

project was approved and was funded in part by a $3.8 million Urban 

Development Action Grant. The project, named University Plaza, is 

expected to have a major impact on the surrounding area. Because federal 

funds were used in the construction of University Plaza, a cultural 

resources survey of the redevelopment area was undertaken as required by 

Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act. As a result of 

t he  survey, a Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) was executed by the City, the 

State Historic Preservation Off ice, and the Advisory Counci 1 on Historic 

Preservation. The memorandum required the City to undertake certain 

actions to mitigate the effect of University Plaza on the historic nature 

of the area. The requirement in the MOA for the development of a 

preservation plan leading to the designation of a local and national 

historic district provided the impetus for this plan. 

The Walnut Street Study Area contains approximately 362 acres and is 

located immediately southeast of the Springfield Central Business 

District. (See Map 1). The Study Area is generally bound by St. Louis 

Street on the north, Glenstone Avenue on the east, Cherry and Harrison 

Streets to the south and Jefferson Avenue on the west. 

Generally speaking, this area is characterized by large fine homes 

complemented by a tree canopy along Walnut and Elm Streets. East of 

Nat ional ,  these homes are architecturally i n t a c t  and a d r i v e  through 

the  area gives one a feeling o f  a stable, single-family neighborhood. 

West of National along these streets, the homes are generally older 

than those east and they have, for the most part, been altered architec- 

turally to accommodate conversion to multi-family use or to keep up 

with housing style trends. 

North of Walnut Street and east of National, a neighborhood of 

small frame "worker's cottages" built in the 1930-40's exists. This, 

like its counterpart to the south, is also a fairly stable single-family 

neighborhood. 

North of Walnut and west of National (in the old McDaniel School 

neighborhood) are more frame "worker's cottages." This area is a 

remnant of the Hampton Wedge neighborhood - where the Walnut Street 
household help lived. It dates from the turn of the century. 

South of Elm Street - near the corner of National and Cherry - there 
is an interesting ensemble of brick on tile bungalows built in the 1930's 

and, for the most part, architecturally unchanged. 

The remainder of the area is primarily mixed multi-family complexes 

and commercial uses. Map 2 gives a general idea of the neighborhoods 

contained in the study area. 



HISTORY OF THE AREA 

St. Louis Street was the main eastern route to Springfield in the 

City's early days and it was along St. Louis that some of Springfield's 

finest homes were bui It. Prominent Springf ieldians John S .  Kimbrough, 

Jr. ,  Henry and Charles Sheppard, Dr. William Parish, and Dr. Joseph 

T e f f t  at one t ime  lived in large estates gracing the  street. 

In the 18601s, Charles and Henry Sheppard and Dr. E m  T. Robberson 

subdivided land along Walnut Street into residential lots. According 

to Flanders, et. al., the area "proved immediately popular with 

Springfield's burgeoning middle-class artisans, merchants, and 

professionals. 'I By 1872 twelve residences along Walnut from Kimbrough 

to Do1 1 ison had been constructed. These structures displayed the 

finest in Springfield victorian architecture. 

Also in the 18601s, John Lair, a blacksmith who at one time was 

associated with Kimbrough, platted the two blocks east of Jefferson 

Avenue between Elm and Cherry Streets into forty-two lots. It is not 

known whether the area developed immediately but 1910 Sanborn Insurance 

Maps indicate the area was fully developed by that time. Following the 

Civil War, the triangle formed by back lot lines of St. Louis Street 

lots and the back lot lines of Walnut Street lots (commonly known as 

the East End or Hampton Wedge) began to be settled. This area was 

inhabited primarily by blacks who worked as domestics in the white 

households on Walnut and St. Louis Streets. 

Cherry and Elm Streets, emanating east and west of Dollison, were 

also settled in the late 1800's but by less affluent residents than on 

St. Louis and Walnut Streets, as evidenced by professions and by the 

generally smaller lot sizes. 

A review of the 1910 Sanborn Insurance Maps reveals that this 

area (at least that part from Jefferson Avenue east to Hampton for 

which maps were made) was almost completely developed by that year. 

Flanders, et .  a l .  states t h a t  in 1910 "St. Louis Street from Kimbrough 

t o  near Dollison had reached i t s  zen i th  as a residential streetscape 

of beauty and elegance.. .Walnut Street, like St. Louis, had by 1910 

achieved its maturity as a fine middle to upper-middle class residential 

neighborhood.. .Like St. Louis Street, Walnut was wide, curbed with cut 

limestone, lined with stone hitching posts, and bowered with mature 

trees. " 

Between 1910 and 1933 (the next issue of Sanborn Insurance Maps), 

the city expanded and the tradition of fine homes extended east along 

Walnut, Elm, and Cherry to Glenstone Avenue. The residential nature of 

St. Louis Street began to change in the mid-1920's when the Shrine 

Mosque was built on the northeast corner of Kimbrough and St. Louis. 

With the widening of Kimbrough Avenue and the construction of the 

Benton Avenue viaduct in 1928, automobi le traffic increased along both 

Kimbrough and St. Louis. One by one, the stately St. Louis Street 

houses were torn down and the estates subdivided for commercial develop- 

ment. 

The other east-west streets escaped most of this commercial 

conversion with the exception of the area between Jefferson and Kimbrough. 

Instead of wholesale clearance as occurred along St. Louis, the homes 

along Walnut, Elm, and Cherry - especially west of National Avenue - 
primarily fell prey to conversion to apartments and offices. One of the 



first encroachments of multi-family use into this neighborhood was the 

construction of a two-story apartment house at 550 East Walnut in 1916. 

By 1933 two large mansions had been torn down, three had been converted 

into apartment houses, one transformed into a funeral home, and two 

filling stations and the apartment house already mentioned had been 

Sui:t on Walnut Street from Jefferson to Kimbrough. Of the sixteen 

homes in that area that once existed only three now survive. 

Elm Street and the remainder of Walnut fared no better. There 

were eight apartment house conversions on Elm and Walnut Streets, and 

six new multi-family buildings had been constructed by 1933. Between 

1933 and the present, nearly forty single-family dwell ings were torn 

down out of a total of just over ninety--exclusive of the losses incurred 

through the University Plaza Project. These demolitions were almost all 

west of National - severely eroding the historic streetscape and 
changing the primary land use from single-family to multi-family. East 

of National, the original streetscape is essentially intact and the use 

remains single-family. 

PAST STUDIES 

Six planning documents have been developed in the past two decades 

that include plans for part of the Walnut Street Study Area. 

The 1964 Master Plan for Commercial Development, prepared by 

Ladislas Segoe and Associates, proposed commercial land use for the 

area west of Kimbrough Avenue, St. Louis to Cherry Street. Also in 1964, 

the South Central Area of the General Neighborhood Renewal Plan 

was adopted. It subsequently was amended in 1967 and the standards 

and encumbrances contained in the plan will remain in effect until 

January 1, 1987. The plan is renewable for five-year periods by the 

Land Clearance for Redevelopment Authority. The South Central 'A' 

Plan also proposed uses for the area bounded by St. Louis, Jefferson, 

and Cherry to a few lots e a s t  o f  Kimbrough. T h i s  plan recommended 

the majority of the area be zoned for commercial use with pockets of 

multi-family residential on both sides of Elm and on the north side 

of Cherry. The current zoning on the western edge resulted from this 

plan. Although not located within the South Central 'A' area, the 

plan also proposed a nine-acre playground/parC in the area bordered 

by Walnut, Dollison, and McDaniel and ending a few lots west of 

Hampton. 

In 1968 the City contracted with the firms of Schwarz and Van 

Hoefen and the Urban Programming Corporation to study the downtown 

area. The study, Planning and Urban Design for the Center City Area 

included plans for the block bounded by Jefferson, St. Louis, Kimbrough, 

and Walnut. This block was slated for total clearance except for three 

key properties: St. Paul Methodist Church, Missouri Division of 

Employment Security, and the Chase National Life Insurance Building. 

The area would then be redeveloped into a "superblock" containing a 

300-room hotel fronting on St. Louis Street, a medical office building, 

two apartment towers, a promenade of small shops, and 1500 parking spaces. 

The parking garage would bisect the block east to west and would be 

connected by skywalks to the hotel and to a major department store 

slated to be built within the tuning fork (currently Spring Park). 



The Urban Renewal Plan for Downtown Springfield evolved from this - 61,000 square feet convention center, 

study and was adopted in 1968. It is in effect for twenty years, - 80,000 square feet office space, and 

renewable by LCRA for ten-year periods thereafter. It again suggested - 50 condominiums. 

the redevelopment of the area bounded by Jefferson, St. Louis, Walnut, The application for the $24 million project ($3.8 million UDAG) was 

and Kimbrough. As in the previous plan, the Urban Programing approved and the University Plaza redevelopment plan was adopted in 

Corporation called for the clearance of the entire block except for the March, 1981. l h ~ s  plan, w h ~ c h  superseded all previous plans, called for 

three previously identified properties. After clearance, it anticipated the clearance of all structures in the area and the realignment of 

that some type of "planned developnent" (not specified) would be Dollison Avenue with Sherman Avenue. 

developed on the site. This plan has not been actively pursued by the 

City. 

Over ten years passed before the next major plan was developed that 

affected the Walnut Street Study Area. In 1979, Urban Programing 

Corporation prepared the Central City Analysis and the Land Uti 1 ization 

OVERVIEW OF EXISTING CONDITIONS 
INVENTORY 

and Market Study of the CBD and Environs. The Central City Analysis The following current conditions were inventoried in the Walnut 

identified the area from St. Louis Street south to Walnut and from Street Study Area and are presented in the next section: 

Jefferson east to Dollison as a high priority redevelopment area. It Population Compos-ition 

proposed 300 to 400 one and two bedroom apartments at an estimated cost Zon i ng 

of $16 mi 1 1  ion for the area bounded by Kimbrough, Walnut, Do1 l ison, and 

St. Louis. A civic auditorium and 200 room hotel (total estimated cost 

Land Use 

Public Improvements 

$13 to 16 mi 1 lion) was proposed for the St. Louis Street frontage between Housing 

Jefferson and Kimbrough. 

The University Plaza Urban Development Action Grant evolved from 

this study. The UDAG proposed the clearance of approximately 26 acres 

in the middle of bhe Walnut Street Study Area. The following were proposed 

to be built following clearance: 

- 275 room hotel, 

Tenure 

Condition 

Conversion Potent ia 1 

Development Potent ia 1 

Parking and Circulation 

Historic and Architectural Significance 



Over 3200 people lived in the Walnut Street Study Area at the The lack of children in the area is also evident when looking at 

time of the 1980 Census - this represents less than two and one half average household size. Household size in the area averages 1.56 

percent of Springfield's population. The population in this area persons per unit while the citywide average is 2.41. This suggests 

increased approximately 10 percent from 1970 to 1980 - the same rate the existence of renter-occupied housing (typically resulting in 

of growth as experienced by the City as a whole. smaller households) and the large proportion of one and two person 

Table 1 shows the area's population by selected age groups and elderly households. 

by subareas (east and west of National Avenue) for 1980. The City's Table 2 provides information on the population, residential 

population is included as a point of reference. As can be seen from acreage, and population density for the two subareas, the total study 

the table, a large number of college age residents (18 to 24 years old) area and the City. As can be seen, population density varies considerably 

live in the area. Almost half of the area's population is within this from the area east to the area west of National. The population per 

age group. That compares with only one-fifth of the City's population residential acre in the east subarea is 7.25 while in the west it is 

in this age group. Over eighty-five percent of this age group 36.66 people per residential acre. The city-wide average is 1 1  people 

live in the area west of National - indicating the availability of per residential acre. This suggests again that in the east subarea 

inexpensive housing for Southwest Missouri State University students. there is a large number of elderly living in small households and it 

The University Plaza project necessitated the displacement of fifty- indicates the existence of several large estate-type lots on the east I 
five of these students. Many of them relocated within the project area. end of Walnut. 

The eastern half of the study area still maintains a large The west subarea's high population density - three times that for I 
percentage of 18 to 24-year-olds, but it also contains a large number the City - is indicative of multi-family zoning and the possibility of 

of people 62 and over - 28.7 percent of the population as compared to several people inhabiting each unit. 

only 15.7 percent for the City. 

The east subarea also provides residence for more children 

(under 18 years old) than the west but both subareas maintain 

proportionately less children than the City as a whole. 

General ly speaking, the Walnut Street Study Area has a greater 

concentration of col lege-age residents and elderly than the City as 

a whole and a much lower concentration of children. 

TABLE 1 

POPULATION BY SELECTED 

AGE GROUPS 

Spr ingf ie ld  Study Area West o f  National East o f  National 

Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent 

Tota 1 133,116 100.0 3,232 100.0 2,456 100.0 776 100.0 

Under 18 30,893 23.2 276 8.5 109 4.4 138 17.8 

18 - 24 26,229 19.7 1,530 47.3 1,309 53.3 22 1 28.5 

62 and over 20,929 15.7 718 22.2 495 20.2 223 28.7 



TABLE 2 
POPULATION DENSITY 

Study East of West of 
Springfield Area 

-- 
Nations 1 -- National 

Population 133,116 3,232 776 2,456 

Residential Acres 12,067 174 107 6 7 

ZONING . 
Zoning in the Walnut Street Study Area is shown on Mlap 3 . The 

pattern is primarily multi-family to the west of National along Walnut, 

Elm, and Cherry and single-family east of National. Comrnercir?l zoning 

is concentrated at the western quarter of the area and along St. Louis 

Street and Glenstone Avenue. Table 3 presents existing zoning by 

acres and percent of total land in the area. 

TABLE 3 

ZONING 

Classification 

University Plaza ( P D  18) 

Acres Percent 

TOTAL 277.5 100.0 

Fifteen rezoning requests were granted between 1956 and the present 

for this area. Three of these requests were granted within the last 

five years - Area 4 (Planned Development 18 - University Plaza), Areas 7, 

10, and 1 1  (McDaniel and National) and Area 5 (Elm Street west of 

National). Map 4 outlines the boundaries of the rezoned area and 

reports the reclassification o f  each. 

No distinct pattern of rezoning is visible except that all but one 

of the requests resulted in a more intensive use of the land involved. 

The downzoning of Area 1 was initiated by the Land Clearance for 

Redevelopment Authority in 1968. 

Nine nonconforming uses were identified in the Walnut Street Study 

Area. Nonconforming uses are those land uses which would not be 

permitted by existing zoning regulations. Legal nonconforming uses 

existed prior to enactment of the current zoning while illegal uses 

represent violations of the zoning ordinance. One nonconforming use 

was determined to be illegal by the City Building Regulations Department - 

a three-family dwelling in an R-1 zone (indicated by a circle on Map 4). 

Legal nonconforming uses - indicated by a triangle - consist of the two- 
family dwelling in an R-1 zone, two multi-family dwellings in an R-2 

zone, two off ices in R-3 zones, and three commercial establishments in 

R-3 zones. 

LAND USE 
Land use in the Walnut Street Study Area is quite n~ixed, with the 

greatest use being single-fami ly (42.8 percent). Other major uses 

include multi-family (18.9 percent), and commercial (20.1 percent). 



Table 4 compares land use in the Study Area with the 1980 City land TABLE 5 

LAND USE BY SUBAREA 
use. 

TABLE 4 

LAND USE 
r' 

Classification 

West of 
National 

East of 
National 

STUDY AREA CITY-WIDE Acres Percent Acres Percent 

Classification Acres 

107.6 

12.6 

47.6 

12.9 

50.5 

3 . 3 
0.2 

(6.5) 

(3.5) 

6.6 

251 .3 

Percent Percent Single-family 

Two-family 

Multi-family 

Off ice 

Comnerc ia 1 

Industrial 

Parks/Recreat ion 

Churches, Schools 

Fraternities, Sororities 

Vacant 

TOTAL 

Single-fami ly 

Two-fami ly 

Multi-family 

Off ice 

Commercial 

Industrial 

Park s/Recrea t ion 

Public, Quasi-Public, etc. 

(Churches, Schools) 

(Fraternit ies/Sororit ies) 

Vacant/Undeveloped 

TOTAL PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS 
An interesting land use pattern is apparent when mapped (Map 5 ) .  

Land use east of National is predominantly single-fami ly (68.7 percent) 

with commercial fronting St. Louis Street and Glenstone Avenue. West 

This area has experienced some sanitary sewer problems. As with 

other old parts of the city, 1 ines are 70 to 80 years old and many need 

replacing. Residents of the Study Area have reported sewer backups 

of National, however, the predominant land uses are commercial (31.8 

percent) and multi-family (30 percent). The area also has a significant 

that probably resulted from storm water infiltration and root intrusion. 

The problems are more extensive in the area from Jefferson to National 

amount of land devoted to single-family. Land use west of National than from Nationa7 east. 

The city is undertaking a program of sewer replacement, however; tends to be mixed with disparate uses side by side whereas land use 

east of National occurs in homogenous blocks. Table 5 lists existing the Walnut Street Study Area has not yet been targeted as a priority 

area. The area has been targeted for a sewer assessment study as a land use by subarea. 



single-family homes into multi-family housing. 

result of the redevelopment activity that is occurring, though, and 

recommendations for a "repair or replace" strategy will evolve from 

the study. 

Water mains in the study area are adequate for the facilities 

they currently serve. Six inch lines are considered the minimum size 

sufficient to provide residential fire protection. Most of the Study 

Area is served by six inch or greater lines. City Utilities is 

currently in the process of replacing two-inch galvanized lines and 

either has replaced or is planning to replace some of those lines in 

this area. No major water 1 ine problems are apparent but if redevelop- 

ment continues to occur in the area, current lines will need to be 

upgraded. 

HOUSING 
Prior to cofiirnencernent of clearance activities for the University 

Plaza project, there were 2,161 dwelling units in 728 structures in the 

area. 

As would be expected from the area's R-3 and C-3 zoning, the 

western half of the study area is primarily multi-family housing. The 

multi-family housing extends east past National on both Elm and Cherry 

Streets, though (as does the R-3 zoning), with the Burl ington-Northern 

railroad tracks forming an effective dividing line between multi-and 

single-family housing. Multi-family complexes in the area are primarily 

small - no complex exceeds thirty-nine units. The most common size is 

four, with thirty-five complexes reporting four units each. The low 

number of units per structure is indicative of the conversion of large 

Ownerhenter Occupied Status 

A pattern of home ownership is apparent on Map 6 . Owner-occupied 

units dominate the eastern half of the Study Area, particularly along 

Walnut and Elm Streets. Cherry, McDaniel, and Cairo Streets east of 

N a t i o n a l  are mixed renter/owner occupied, while the western half of t h e  

study area is predominantly renter occupied. This pattern coincides with 

the existing land use (Map 5 ) and supports the premise that single- 

family structures in the study area are primarily owner-occupied. 

Seventy-seven percent of all housing units in the area are renter- 

occupied - a much higher percentage than the city's thirty-nine percent. 
When looking at single-fami ly structures, however, the ratio reverses - 

sixty percent of all single-family structures in the area are owner 

occupied - indicating that a high number of the renter occupied units are 
in apartment complexes and homes converted into apartments as would be 

expected. Table 6 reports dwelling units and structures by tenure. 

Condition 

A survey of exterior housing conditions in the Walnut Street Study 

Area revealed that the majority of the housing stock is in good condition. 

One hundred-forty-three structures (or approximately twenty percent) were 

identified as having some degree of deterioration - virtually all only 
minor deterioration. The major concern with most structures is peeling 

paint, although a few buildings do appear to have major structural 

problems. Painting would probably upgrade sixty to seventy-f ive percent 

of the identified structures from deteriorated to standard. 

The relationship between housing condition and tenure is shown on 



TABLE 6 

DWELLING UNITS AND STRUCTURES BY OCCUPANCY STATUS 

%of %of Total % of % of 
Units Kind Units Structures Kind Structures - - -  -- 

Grand Total 2161 - 100 728 -- 100 

S ingle-Fami ly Residences 494 100 22.86 494 100 67.86 
Homeowner 297 60.12 13.74 297 60.12 40.8 
Renter 130 26.31 6.02 130 26.32 17.86 
Vacant 2 1 4.25 0.97 2 1 4.25 2.88 
No Information 40 8.09 1.85 40 8.10 5.49 

Two Family Residences 112 100 5.18 68 100 9.34 
1 Family the Homeowner 30 26.79 1.39 15 22.06 2.1 
A1 1 Farni 1 ies Renters 82 73.21 3.79 4 1 60.29 5.63 
Vacant 10 8.93 0.46 0 0 0 
No Information 12 10.71 0.55 12 17.65 1.65 

Multi-Family Units 
1 Family the Honkowner 
All Families Renters 
Vacant 
No Information 

Student Dormitories 
Fraterni ty/Soror i ty Houses 

Map 7 . As can be seen, housing condition along Walnut and Elm 

Streets east of National (a predominantly single-fami ly owner occupied 

neighborhood) is exceptional - only five structures were identified as 

exhibiting minor deterioration. 

North of Walnut and still east of National, twenty-nine units were 

identified as having minor deterioration. This area is mixed owner/ 

renter occupied and, for the most part, renter occupied units are those 

identified as deteriorated. 

Looking at the area west of National, housing condition is not as 

good as east. One hundred-eight units were identified as exhibiting 

minor deterioration - possibly an indication of deferred maintenance by 
the owners. 

Building interiors were not evaluated. Structure age, coupled with 

the large number of housing conversions, though, indicate the potential 

for deterioration on the interior as well as the exterior. 

Conversion Potential 

Increased energy costs, smaller family sizes, and the need for 

relatively low rent housing have precipitated the conversion of many 

large single-family homes in the study area to apartments and rooming 

houses. The conversion of large homes to off ice or commercial uses has 

also occurred. 

One hundred thirty-four single-fami ly homes have been converted in 

the Study Area - over half of them along Walnut and Elm Streets.west of 
National. 

Potential conversions were identified on the basis of structure size 

and the existence of appropriate zoning. Little conversion potential 

exists east of National along Walnut and Elm Streets because of the R-1 

and R-2 zoning. In the remainder of the area east of National, nine 

structures were identified as potential conversions. An additional 

twenty-eight structures west of National were classified as potential 

conversions with the greatest concentration of potential conversions 

along Walnut between Sherman Parkway and National Avenue where twelve 

large structures are still in use as single-family homes. The size of 

the structures coupled with the R-3 zoning and the pressure anticipated 

from the University Plaza Project make this area ripe for change. 

(See Map 8 ) .  -- 



DEVELOPMENT POTENTIAL 
-- -- 

Thirteen vacant lots were identified in the study Area. These lots its access on McDaniel and over 10,000 square feet, it is also 

generally are in clusters rather than scattered, making redevelopment a 

prime consideration. Map 9 locates the vacant lots by zoning 

a possible site for a multi-family dwelling. 

EF - These lots are not under the same ownership but are contiguous. 
classification and lists lot dimensions and square footage. Following If placed under the same ownership, over 24,000 square feet I 
is an analysis of the lots. would be available for construction. 

A - Cot A was recently cleared when the existing house burned. 

The lot i s  9350 square feet and could probably accommodate 

a small multi-fami ly structure (tri-or four-plex) . Such 

infill has occurred on other lots in the area. 

BCD - Lots B, C, D are under one ownership and are being 
offered for sale as one parcel. The lots are in the middle 

of a block of historically significant structures. Although 

G - Lot G contains approximately 10,000 square feet. It is under 

the same ownership as t h e  two lots d i r e ~ t l y  west on which two 

single-family structures stand. Together the three lots 

contain 30,000 square feet and appear to be a candidate for 

redevelopment. The existing structures have, however, been 

determined to be contributing structures to a proposed National 

Register historic district. 

there are some intrusions into the historic character of the H - The vacant lot designated as H contains 11,000 square feet and 

area, for the most part a streetscape of uniform setbacks, could possible be redeveloped with a small mu1 ti-fami ly structure. 

street trees, and similar structure size and massing are IJ - Lots I and J are under the same ownership as the lots directly 
evident. Sensitivity of design will be necessary in order 

that new construction on these lots does not damage the 

historic character of the neighborhood. 

E - Lot E is under the same ownership as the lot immediately 

south of it. The structure that stood on Lot E was razed 

several years ago. The lot is not advertised for sale and 

does have some drainage problems. It contains over 13,000 

square feet and, if the drainage problems could be mitigated, 

is a possible site for new multi-family construction. 

F - Lot F is not a separately platted lot; rather it is the north 
portion of a lot that spans from Walnut to McDaniel. With 

south of these and to the southwest along Walnut Street. The 

two lots have an area of 21,000 square feet, adequate for 

construction of a multi-family structure. 

GHIJ - If Lots G, H, I, and J were placed under the same ownership, 

approximately one acre would be available for development. 

If the two lots west of G were cleared and added to G, H, I 

and J, almost one and one half acres would be available. 

Comparatively large ( 10-24 units) multi-fami ly structures are 

immediately east of Lot J and continue to the railroad tracks. 

The development of additional multi-family units in this area 

would not be inconsistent. Efforts should be made to preserve 



the existing structures on McDaniel Street and screening should 

be provided between the new development and existing development. 

Infill potential in the Walnut Street area i s  not very great, however, 

vacant lots tend  to occur in mid-block. Because of this, new development 

could have a significant impact on t h e  surrounding a r m .  Care should be 

taken t o  insure t h e  v i s u a l  continuity sf t h e  ares- 

CIRCULATION AND PARKING 

The Transportation Inventory and Analysis portion of the Springfield 

Master Plan identifies Jefferson, Kimbrough, National, and Glenstone as 

primary north/south arterials. Primary arterials are defined in the 

Inventory and Analysis as streets intended to provide for "high volume 

moderate speed traffic between major activity centers". Entrances and 

exits to ad joining property are control led. By contrast, secondary 

arterials augment and feed the primary arterials, providing for moderate 

volume, moderate speed traffic flow with some access control. Sherman 

Parkway and St. Louis Street through the Study Area and Walnut from 

Jefferson to National are secondary arterials. Frernont, Weller and 

Cherry Streets are collector streets in this neighbrohood; that 

designation meaning that they were intended for low to moderate traffic 

volume at low speeds and were intended for use for short length trips 

while providing access to abutting properties. The update of the 

Transportat ion Plan proposes reclassifying Cherry Street from a col lector 

to a secondary arterial. All other streets in the neighborhood are 

local - providing for access to and from abutting properties. (See 

. .- - 

f 

Map -. 10 for street classifications) . 
Several streets were identified as inadequate i n  the Inventory and 

Analysis (See Map 1 1  1. ---- --- - --- 

Kimbrough Avenue is a particular problem i n  the Study Area. 

Favement w id th  through the area i s  substandard and additional right-of-way 

w o u l d  b~ diffii~lt t o  acquire as most b u i l d i n g s  along the street were I I 

built e~ther on the property line or with a minimum setback. Average 

peak hour travel speed is 15 miles per hour or less from St. Louis to 

Cherry and the street is operating at near maximum vehicle capacity from 

Walnut south past the Study Area's boundary. 

Substandard pavement widths were also identified on Cherry Street 

from Weller to Glenstone and on Weller from St. Louis to Walnut. 

In the afore-mentioned inventory, the Springfield Planning. Department 

compared traffic volumes with the maximum practical capacity of the street 

to obtain a volume/capacity ratio. If this ratio is greater than 1.00, 

it indicates that the street is operating above its maximum capacity 

and is unable to maintain a steady flow condition. At the time of the 

survey, none of the streets in the study area were operating at 

significantly above capacity. Both Cherry Street and St. Louis Street 

from National to Glenstone were operating at ninety-one percent of capacity 

and Kimbrough from Walnut to Grand was operating at ninety percent of 

capacity, however. 

Average peak hour (from 3:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.) travel speeds of 

less than 16 miles per hour were recorded on two street sections in the 

Study Area in addition to those cited on Kimbrough: National Avenue from 

Walnut to Cherry and Jefferson Avenue from McDaniel to Walnut. It appears 



that, when evaluating the area streets and their ability to carry peak 

hour traffic at a reasonable speed, north-south streets tend to bottleneck 

north of Cherry Street. This is primarily due to closely-spaced traffic 

signals. 

Local streets i n  the Study Area were not included in the - Inventory 

and Analysis. F i e l d  surveys indicate, however, that several local streets -- . -* 

lacked adequate c u r b i n g  and featured pocr surface condition. Local streets 

with deficient conditions are also identified on Map 1 1  . The City 

currently has no plans to improve the conditions of these streets. One 

street within the Study Area is privately owned and maintained - Cordova 
Court. Surface condition and width of this street is also not consistent 

with City standards. 

Complaints have been received from the neighborhood about speeding 

traffic on Walnut Street east of National. No studies have been done to 

confirm this. The neighborhood has also complained about the number of 

large trucks using this street. 

On-street parking is prohibited in those areas designated on Map 12 . 
According to the street design standards in the Transportation Inventory 

and Analysis, parking should be prohibited on all streets other than 

locals. Parking is currently allowed on parts of Cherry and Fremont, both 

collectors, and along Walnut Street, a secondary arterial. This leads to 

traffic congestion - particularly along Cherry and Walnut from Kimbrough 
to National - and effectively slows the traffic flow through the area. 

On-street parking on Cherry and Walnut Streets appears to be a necessity 

since a great many of the multi-family structures have inadequate off-street 

park i ng. 

The City's subdivision ordinance requires that sidewalks be built on 

both sides of the street in newly developed areas with five or more dwelling 

units per acre. Sidewalks are required on one side of the street in areas 

with 3-5 dwelling units per acre. Sidewalks are provided in all of the 

Study Area except where noted on Map 13 . The major areas lacking sidewalks 

are E l m  Street from the railroad tracks to Glenstone Avenue, Cherry Street 

f y ~ r ~  t b e  r z i i r w d  t r a c k 5  to Kentwood, and G l ~ n s t o n e  Avenue. T h i s  area 

developed long before the subdivision ordinance was adopted, thus sidewalks 

were not built initially. The City does not have plans to build any side- 

walks in the area at this time. There are also some remnants of brick 

sidewalks in the Study Area, notably along the north side of Walnut in the 

1000 and 1100 blocks. For the most part the brick walks are in good 

condition - only a small portion in the 1100 block needs repair. 

Map 13 also notes the locations lacking handicapped curb depressions. 

Such depressions are installed at all corners in new sidewalks and at 

intersections undergoing reconstruction. Several intersections in the 

Study Area do not have curb depressions, making wheelchair travel through 

the area difficult. 



HISTORIC AND ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE 
-- ----- - --- -- - 

The significance of the Walnut Street Study Area in the history of 

Springfield i s  evident from a perusal of the History section previously 

presented. 

Architectural!y the streetscape along walnut Street is the product 

of changing taste and fashion, graphically apparent in the homes of 

9 p n ~ r i i t i n n c  .?f t h e  i l ~ w a r d i y  rnnhilp 5 p r i n g f i ~ l d  m idd l?  r l a q c  The 

Walnut Street Study Area 1s not the product o f  a single era of bu~lding, 

such as is evident in modern suburban developments, but rather constitutes 

a rich and varied streetscape that took over a hundred years to create. 

The first era to leave a mark still visible today is that of the 

landed estates which sprang up in the post-Civil War period. Generally 

these parcels of land were actually "mini" farms built by residents whose 

wealth was tied to the commercial growth of post-war Springfield. Only 

one example of the small acreage estate survives in this area. Waldo 

Booth, a hardware merchant, built a two story frame house at 1260 East 

Walnut in 1869-1870. 

In 1870, the railroad pushed into Springfield. Already an important 

commercial distribution center, Springfield now became the dominant urban 

marketing center for an ever-expanding geographic area. The years of 

booming trade and seemingly 1 imitless growth ushered Springfield into 

an accelerated building cycle. 

The newly acquired wealth of the merchant class found visual 

expression in the ostentatious homes built, not in the semi-rural settings 

of an earlier generation, but close to the hub of commercial activity in 

the center city. On Walnut and Elm Streets, Italianate homes radiated 

outward from the center of the City on narrow lots platted on the grounds 

7 

of the earlier estates. Only a handfhl of homes survive in the Study 

Area f r o m  the first wave o f  urban development. Some of those are: 

435 East Walnut built ca. 1881 and remodeled ca. 1886; 738 East Walnut, I 
ca. 1885; 731 East Elm, ca. 1885; and 236 South Florence, ca. 1885. 

I n  t h e  late nineteenth century the population of Springfield expanded 

4 t he  i l i 9 h I i j  d p ~ i r a h l ~  inptc  rln+e t o  t h ~  r n r q m p r r i ~ l  center Were y 2 p i ? ? ; ~  
I 

b w i t  up. The dense urban-res~dential zone pushed eastward on Elm and 

Walnut Streets and northward on Hampton and Florence Avenues. By 1905 

there were houses as far as National Avenue, with a few scattered even 

further beyond. 

While Springfield grew in the late nineteenth century, it also 

matured. Manufacturing and industry added a different dimension to the 

cityscape, demanding a work force to man the factories and a professional 

class to run them. Concomitantly, the eclectic curiosity and enthusiasm 

of Late Victorian-era Americans brought new forms of architectural 

expression to Springfield. Homes of the 1885-1905 era are a pastiche 

of irregular plan and form, sometimes with odd towers and turrets 

complementing the varied methods of wall and window decoration. A few 

of the best examples within the Walnut Street Study Area are: 500 East 

Elm, built ca. 1895; 1000 East Walnut, built ca. 1898, 935 East Walnut, 

built ca. 1902; and perhaps one of the finest of its kind - 1435 East 
Walnut, built ca. 1888. 

Reaction set in to the flamboyant excesses of the Late Victorian 

period even as the movement was cresting in Springfield in the 1890s. 

Gone was the rich texture of decorative elements; and in their place 

was a more streamlined, simple ideal. House form sometimes echoed the 



assymmetry of the earlier era, though just as commonly one might find a 

house taking the form of an unadorned box. The growth of the middle 

class and those who aspired to middle class status at the turn of the 

century led to a demand for more affordable, but stylish housing. 

Catalogues and plan books pro1 iferated, competing with one another for 

1 the growing marke t  QF p c t ~ " t i a 1  home owrers.  wainut 3nd E l m  S t r e e t s  3 r d  
j 

Florence Avenue r e f l ec t  the bu~lding boom o f  t i l e  pre-World War One era, 

with examples of the affluent as well as the modest house. Some of the 

best examples of this building era are: 525 East Elm, built ca. 1905; 

920 East Walnut, built ca. 1912; 1465 East Walnut, built ca. 1912; and 

1103 East Elm, built ca. 1909. 

The introduction of the automobile on a mass scale during the 1920s 

stretched the limits of the City at a rate inconsistent with previously 

held not ions of distance and desirabi 1 ity. The fashion-conscious middle 

class still considered the eastern reaches of Walnut Street desirable, 

however. Through 1939 Walnut Street matured, with numerous examples of 

the richly eclectic period revivals built in the remaining interstices 

of the streetscape--Tudor Cottage Revival next to American Colonial 

Revival next to an earlier catalogue-builder house form. Just a few of 

the houses of this period are: 1638 East Walnut, a Spanish Mission 

Revival house built ca. 1923; 1538 East Walnut, a Colonial Revival built 

ca. 1936; and 1249 East Walnut, a Tudor Cottage Revival house built 

ca. 1932. 

The historic and architectural significance of some of the structures 

in this area was recognized long before this plan was initiated. The 

following is a list of sites within the Study Area which are listed on 

either the Springfield Historic Sites Register or the National Register 

of Historic Places. 

National Register 

Keet-McElhany House, 435 East Walnut - also local register 

Local Register 

- Christ Episcopal Church, northeast corner Kimbrough and Walnut 
- r n c ~ p ~ r  4 0 1 4 ~ ~  745 S m j t h  N a t  innal  

- S:te o f + t h e  Cst tage Cafe, northwest corner McDarxeI and Kimbrough 

- Curran-Baldwin House, 944 East Walnut 

- Dickey House, 1260 East Walnut 
- Fellows House, 1000 East Walnut 
- Graff Vo-Tech Extension Center (formerly McDaniel School ) , 
327 South Florence 

- McCann-Jewel1 House, 900 East Walnut 

- Lewis E. Meador House, 1655 East Walnut 

- Mosher House, 1147 East Walnut 
- Mount Eagle Missionary Baptist Church, 1000 East McDaniel 
- Site of Old Normal School, 1400 Block East Cherry 
- Reps House, 935 East Walnut 
- Pink Dogwood Tree, 1438 East Elm 

- Sease House, 1435 East Walnut 
- St. Paul Methodist Church, northeast corner of Jefferson and Walnut 
In 1983, the City of Springfield contracted with the Missouri 

Heritage Trust to survey the Walnut Street Study Area for architectural 

significance. A total of 282 buildings were surveyed. An Historic 

Oistrict containing 151 buildings was proposed with 21 buildings outside 

the District identified and recommended for listing as individual sites 

for the National Register. A number of structures within the recommended 



SUMMARY OF FINDINGS 
district were also identified as being individually eligible for listing The Walnut Street Study Area is an urban neighborhood in transition. 

on the National Register of Historic Places. District boundaries and St. Louis Street has changed radically from a residential address of 

historic structures are depicted on Map 14 . The recommended Walnut distinction in the 1880's to a commercial strip in the 1980's. Further 

Street Historic District visually affords a view of the building eras 

which swept through Springfield in the roughly one hundred years from 

1870 to t he  present. Each s~ccessive wave o f  urban growth left i t s  mark 

on the streetscape in the homes built by generations of the fashion- 

conscious middle class. Individually identified structures are also 

indicative of the changing taste in architectural styles and are important 

as representatives of the time they were built. 

erosion of the Study Area's single-family residential character began at 

the western edge and has progressed east to National Avenue and beyond. 

Few ~ommercial uses have encroached i n t o  the area b u t  many single-family 

structures have been either converted to multi-family use or demolished 

to make way for modern apartment buildings. The area is currently home 

to a proportionately large number of col lege-age and elderly residents. 

Some physical deterioration of structures was noted, particularly in the 

area west of National. East of National, the properties are generally 

in good condition and still in use as single-family structures. Some 

problems were noted concerning roads in the area - primarily substandard 
width on a few arterials and substandard surface and lack of curbs and 

gutters on some local streets. Finally, a portion of the Study Area 

was found to contain a large concentration of historically and/or 

architecturally significant structures. 

With these findings in mind, the followin,g pertinent issues have 

been identified. The issues are posed as questions and are categorized 

into five areas of concern: 

Land Use and Zoning 

Hous ing 

Development Potential 

Circulation and Parking 

Historic and Architectural Considerations 



LAND USE AND ZONING CIRCULATK)N AND PARKING 

* Should the zoning pattern remain the same? Should additional non- 

residential uses be allowed? Office? commercial? What type? Where? 

* If afl lowed, should non-residential uses be control led? How? 

* Should truck traffic be prohibited on Walnut Street? 

* Should additional off-street parking be provided? Should more stringent 

off-street parking requirements be implemented for new developments? 

* Should buffering be provided between different land uses? * Should local streets noted as lacking curbs and gutters and/or having 

substandard surfaces be improved? Who should pay for the work? 

HOUSING * Should Cordova Court be improved to City standards? Who should pay 

for the work? 
* Should conversion of single-fami ly structures to multi-fami ly be 

encouraged? 
HISTORIC AND ARCHITECTURAL CONSIDERATIONS 

* Should new housing be encouraged? If SO, what type? 

* Should accessory apartments and/or apartments in carriage houses be 

encouraged? 

* Are the structures in the area worthy of preservation? What steps 

should be taken to protect and/or enhance their architectural integrity? 

* What can be done to improve the condition of existing housing? 
* Are fencing and outbuildings important features of the area? If SO, 

what should be done to preserve and/or enhance them? 

DEVELOPMENT POTENTlAL 
. 

* What types of development should be a1 lowed on vacant lots in the area? 

* Are the brick sidewalks, hitching posts, and stone sidewalks and steps 

worthy of preserving? If so, what should be done to protect them? 

* Should the demolition of existing structures be a1 lowed to make room 

for new development? 

* Should there be design control over new construction? 
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