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ROCK ISLAND LINE CORRIDOR

Potential Cost of Development

* Above costs based on 2018 CDG study inflated at 4%/year for 5 years (2018 to 2023)
** Tunnels, road crossings, etc.

ROCK ISLAND ESTIMATED DEVELOPMENT COSTS BY SECTION IN 2023

BREAKDOWN OF ROCK ISLAND ESTIMATED CONTRACT CONSTRUCTION COSTS IN 2023
Section Miles Trail Surface Trail Surface Major Bridge Major Bridge  Major Bridge  Major  Major Culvert Major Culvert Trailhead  Other  Construction Section Cost
  Cost per Mile Cost in Feet Cost per Foot Costs Culverts Cost (each) Cost Costs Issues Cost Subtotal per Mile

Windsor to Versailles 38 $243,331 $9,246,562 1,081 $6,083 $6,576,009  7  $121,665 $851,657 $486,661 $608,326 $17,769,216 $467,611

Versailles to Eugene 28 $243,331 $6,813,256 231  $6,083 $1,405,234 3  $121,665 $364,996 $729,992 $2,129,143 $11,442,621 $408,665

Eugene  35 $243,331 $8,516,570 4,626 $6,083 $28,141,182 5  $121,665 $608,326 $486,661 $1,824,979 $39,577,719 $1,130,792
to Gasconade River

Gasconade River 43 $243,331 $10,463,215 270  $6,083  $1,642,481 2  $121,665 $243,331 $973,322 $1,338,318 $14,660,667 $340,946
to Beaufort 

TOTALS 144  $35,039,604 6,208  $37,764,906 17   $2,068,310 $2,676,636 $5,900,767** $83,450,223

$106,911,427  2023 ESTIMATED COST

Section Miles Contract Construction Real Estate Engineering Preliminary Study Contingency Total/Section

Windsor to Versailles 38 $17,769,216 $144,478 $1,954,614 $321,061 $2,665,382 $22,854,750

Versailles to Eugene 28 $11,442,621 $106,457 $1,258,688 $236,571 $1,716,393 $14,760,730

Eugene to  35 $39,577,719 $133,071 $4,353,549 $295,714 $5,936,658 $50,296,711
Gasconade River

Gasconade River 43 $14,660,667 $163,488 $1,612,673 $363,306 $2,199,100 $18,999,235
to Beaufort

TOTALS 144 $83,450,223 $547,494 $9,179,524 $1,216,653 $12,517,533



For more information, please visit our webpage at https://mostateparks.com/rockislandlinecorridor. 

Missouri State Parks - a division of the Missouri Department of Natural Resources
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TRAILHEAD AND TRAILBED INFORMATION
TRAILBED

Th e trailbed of the Rock Island Corridor  will be developed consistently 
across the corridor using the specifi cations that are currently used on 
Katy Trail State Park or on the Rock Island Spur.
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TRAILHEAD

Traiheads will be developed consistently across the corridor using the 
specifi cations that are currently used on the Rock Island Spur of Katy 
Trail State Park.



ROCK ISLAND LINE CORRIDOR

Cole
Camp

Windsor

Ionia

Stover
Versailles

MAJOR BRIDGES: 1,081 linear feet
NUMBER OF MAJOR CULVERTS: 7
AREAS OF CONCERN:
— Bridge over Hwy. 52 has been removed; coordinate 

with MoDOT on new bridge construction.
— Several bridges needing decking and abutment work.
— Railroad debris still present along trail.
— Hwy. 65 bridge has been removed; coordinate with 

MoDOT on new bridge construction.
— 300-foot curved bridge in need of abutment 

and decking improvements.
— Hwy. 5 crossing in Versailles is on grade.

Proposed Corridor

Rock Island Spur Trail

Missing Bridge

Water

Windsor to Versailles, 38 Miles



ROCK ISLAND LINE CORRIDOR

Eugene

Barnett

Eldon

Versailles

Proposed Corridor

Water

MAJOR BRIDGES: 231 linear feet
NUMBER OF MAJOR CULVERTS: 3
AREAS OF CONCERN:
— Two county roads are more than 15 feet above 

the trail grade. A bridge for the county road or fill 
material for the corridor will need to be placed.

— 231-foot bridge over South Moreau Creek.
— Bus. 54 crossing in Eldon.
— Crossing under Hwy. 54.

Versailles to Eugene, 28 Miles 



ROCK ISLAND LINE CORRIDOR
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Tunnel

Major Bridge

Water

MAJOR BRIDGES: 4,626 linear feet
NUMBER OF MAJOR CULVERTS: 5
AREAS OF CONCERN:
— Majority of major bridges in this section, making 

it the most expensive section.
— Three tunnels are located in this stretch, totaling 

3,588 linear feet.
— 1,466-foot Osage River Bridge, repairs needed are 

unknown as bridge is currently inaccessible.
— 1,776-foot Gasconade River Bridge, repairs 

needed are unknown as bridge is currently 
inaccessible.

Eugene to Gasconade River, 35 Miles



ROCK ISLAND LINE CORRIDOR
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Proposed Corridor

Water

MAJOR BRIDGES: 270 linear feet
NUMBER OF MAJOR CULVERTS: 2
AREAS OF CONCERN:
— Hwy. 50 on-grade (no bridge or underpass).
— 80-foot bridge over Route C in Franklin County 

needs to be completely removed and replaced.
— Section of corridor below surrounding grade 

(cut area).

Gasconade River to Beaufort, 43 Miles 



ROCK ISLAND LINE CORRIDOR

Law Enforcement
Missouri State Parks takes seriously the concerns of 
adjacent landowners, especially with respect to the 
potential for intrusion onto private property. Missouri 
statutes provide protections to landowners adjacent to 
recreational trails.

In addition to statutory protections, Missouri State 
Parks has worked cooperatively with landowners 
adjacent to Katy Trail State Park to help minimize the 
likelihood for trespassing from the trail onto adjoining 
property. This was accomplished primarily by marking 
the boundaries of state park property with signs 
placed at regular intervals, which also warn trail users 
not to trespass. This message is also provided via 
signage and brochures at all trailhead information 
depots. 

When the corridor is developed, Missouri State Parks 
will develop similar measures. Missouri State Park Rangers have 

primary law enforcement jurisdictional 
authority on state park property.



ROCK ISLAND LINE CORRIDOR

REAL ESTATE 
INFORMATION
Missouri State Parks accepted 
ownership of the Rock Island 
Corridor pursuant to an Interim Trail 
Use Agreement. 

Prior Due diligence included:

– Visual Inspection of the 
Rock Island Corridor

– Review of Environmental 
Assessment

– Preliminary Risk Assessment 
Evaluation

*Visit mostateparks.com/
rockislandlinecorridor for more 
information

ADJACENT 
LANDOWNER 
INFORMATION
Missouri State Parks has entered 
into specific types of landowner 
agreements along the Katy Trail and 
will work with the landowners along 
the Rock Island Corridor to do the 
same. 

– Road Crossings and 
Utility Licenses: 
Missouri State Parks has entered into 
agreements to accommodate these 
types of requests along the Katy Trail 
and would do the same along the 
Rock Island Corridor.

– Encroachments: Missouri State 
Parks has an obligation to ensure the 

corridor is safe for recreational use 
and is preserved for future rail traffic, 
but will work to accommodate 
adjacent landowners as much as 
possible.

– Fencing: State regulation 
authorizes Missouri State Parks to 
participate in fencing state park 
boundaries by supplying fencing 
materials for landowners to install. 
State law requires Missouri State 
Parks to maintain any fencing 
coinciding with any portion of the 
boundary of the corridor, for which 
Missouri State Parks is the trail 
sponsor. This law does not require a 
landowner to locate a fence on his or 
her own property.

Being a Good Neighbor



mailto:moparks@dnr.mo.gov
https://mostateparks.com/sites/mostateparks/files/fencing_horz_CLR.pdf


ROCK ISLAND LINE CORRIDOR

Trailheads

Trailheads will be developed consistently across 
the Rock Island Corridor using the specifications 
that are currently used on the Rock Island Spur of 
Katy Trail State Park. Official trailheads consist of:

 – parking
 – restrooms
 – info depots

Missouri State Parks can provide plans for these 
amenities.























 









































Trailhead on the Rock Island Spur of Katy Trail State 
Park at Pleasant Hill, Mo.

Trailhead



ROCK ISLAND LINE CORRIDOR

Grants
For communities interested in assisting with trail development on the 
Rock Island Corridor, the Recreational Trails Program (RTP) offers a 
funding source for trail and trailhead construction. The RTP is a 
federal pass-through grant that is administered by Missouri State 
Parks. Missouri receives between $1 million and $1.5 million in RTP 
funds each year and distributes those funds to communities through 
a competitive application process.

The maximum amount that can be awarded per project is $250,000 
and the minimum is $25,000. Grant applicants are required to provide 
a minimum 20% match, either as cash or as in-kind contributions. 
Before submitting a grant application, communities must enter into a 
license agreement with DNR authorizing them to construct, maintain, 
and operate a section of the trail. Eligible projects include:

• Construction of new recreational trails, trailhead facilities, trailside 
amenities and trail connectors.

• Acquisition or lease of land or right-of-way easements for recreational 
trails.

• Rehabilitation, restoration and repair of existing recreational trails, 
trailside amenities, trailhead facilities and trail connectors.

• Assessment of trail conditions for accessibility and maintenance.

BEFORE

AFTER

RTP can work for you!

The 2022 RTP grant round is currently 
open, with a submission deadline of 
Feb. 16, 2022. For more information about 
this grant opportunity, contact the Grants 
Management Section at 573-522-8773 or 
mspgrants@dnr.mo.gov.

The photos below are before and after photos of the Ruby Jack 
Trail in Joplin, which was funded with an RTP grant. 



ROCK ISLAND LINE CORRIDOR

Recreation
Recreational opportunities will abound 
on the Rock Island Corridor, from hiking 
and biking to special events such as 
long-distance bicycle rides, fun runs and 
tram tours. Third party recreation 
providers will be able to sponsor special 
events along the trail by completing a 
special event permit.

In addition, there is quite a spectrum 
of recreational amenities that may be 
incorporated along the trail, to enhance 
visitors’ experiences. Recreational 
amenities that are especially popular with 
trail users include bike work stations, 
trailhead shelters and wayside benches. Recreational amenities and  

special events could be part 
of the development  of the 
Rock Island Corridor.



ROCK ISLAND LINE CORRIDOR

A trip along the Rock Island 
Corridor will be more than just a 
bike ride or a hike. Visitors to the 
trail will have the opportunity to 
learn about railroad history, as 
well as important stories and 
chronicles from the communities 
along the route. Interpretive and 
educational signs, such as the 
ones on the Katy Trail, will be 
installed at each trailhead and at 
various locations along the trail. 
If you have old photos, 
documents or stories that you’d 
like to share with us about the 
Rock Island and the towns along 
the railroad, we’d love to hear 
from you!

Go back in time while reading the 
interpretive panels that will be displayed at 
trailheads along the Rock Island Corridor.

Interpretation

Katy workers pile sandbags at the edge of the tracks during the 1943 flood. 
Photo courtesy of M-K-T Employes’ Magazine.

A 1908 photo shows one of the Missouri River’s greatest floods, 1903, clearly highlighted. The railroad is visible at the right edge. Photo used by permission, State Historical Society of Missouri, Columbia. 

Mysteries of Standing Rock 
Standing Rock looks like an isolated boulder that fell from above, but it is actually a remnant of the bluff that has resisted erosion. The rock is a fine-grained sandstone that may have formed when sand filled in a sinkhole or joint within the older dolomite, the primary rock of these river bluffs. But like similar “mystery sandstones” in the Ozarks, its origin is unclear. Geology is not the only mystery surrounding Standing Rock: the identity of those who marked flood levels throughout the previous century on its face is also unknown. 

Standing Rock records water levels for at least seven floods: 1903, 1923, 1935, 1943, 1944, 1947 and 1993. The earliest record in 1903 marks a major June flood, one of Kansas City’s greatest natural disasters. Other notations on the rockare difficult to read. Although the trail here is more than a mile and a half from the river, it is still in the floodplain and vulnerable to the powerful Missouri.

Why would the Missouri-Kansas-Texas Railroad (known as the MKT or Katy) choose a location for its line that was so prone to flooding? A line with no grades and the fewest curves representsrailroad perfection, and the Katy’s 165-mile-longMachens to Boonville section approaches that ideal. The decision was risky, as flooding was

a constant threat. During a flood, railroad workers were mobilized for near-continuous hard duty to save the tracks. 

Remarkably, the 1935 flood took place during a long drought on the Great Plains, known as the Dust Bowl. In 1935, heavy rains across the central Plains sent large volumes of water into every major river in Kansas, which then poured into the Missouri via the Kansas River. Between 6 inches and 6 feet of water covered virtually the entire MKT track along the river. 

Written higher on Standing 
Rock is “1943.” In that year, 
flooding hit after a sudden 
snowmelt upriver. Katy 
trains detoured from St. 
Louis to Moberly to avoid 
inundated track. Fifty 
families were evacuated 
from Mokane with help 
from state guardsmen 
and volunteers.

The flood of 1947 was one of the worst in more than a century. The railroad stopped the shipment of all livestock and perishables between Sedalia and St. Charles. Half of Mokane’s 550 homes flooded, and the townspeople were evacuated. One account said “ballast was washed away like sand. Rail was pulled from ties, and the ties themselves floated down the stream.”

KATY TRAIL STATE PARK

120.4
MP

The economic impact of flooding was a leading cause of the demise of the MKT, which folded operations in 1986 when a large flood did extensive damage to the tracks. Yet the tradition of recording the great floods of the 20th century on Standing Rock continued. Someone returned to mark the last major flood in Missouri, the flood of 1993.

Starting in 1943, when 
the demands of World 
War II required efficient 
service, the Katy suffered 
three floods in five years.  
DNR file photo.

KATY TRAIL STATE PARK

This exhibit is funded by donations to Katy Trail State Park and the parks, soils and water sales tax, which was approved by Missouri voters.



ROCK ISLAND LINE CORRIDOR

Trailbed Surface Detail

Trailbed Specifications
The trailbed of the Rock Island Corridor will be 
developed consistently across the corridor using the 
specifications that are currently used on Katy Trail 
State Park or on the Rock Island Spur of Katy Trail 
State Park.

The Rock Island Spur of Katy Trail State Park 
near Medford, Mo.

12'

4"
AT

CROWN

2" min

VARIES

2"

CL

3:1 SLOPE MAX

"KATY BLEND"  (38"  MINUS) ROLLED

1" MINUS (OR 2" MINUS IF SOFT) ROLLED

BLADE BALLAST BASE TO CLEAN
SURFACE (DEPTH VARIES)

COMPACTED SUB-BASE

NOT TO SCALE

OCK ISLAND TRAIL
RAIL SURFACE DETAIL

Trailbed Specs



ROCK ISLAND LINE CORRIDOR

Natural Resources
POTENTIAL 
CONSIDERATIONS
– Wetlands
– Natural Habitats
– Federally endangered species may 

be found in the corridor, such as 
the Indiana bat, Northern 
long-eared bat and Niangua darter.

Missouri is divided into four 
natural divisions. The Rock 
Island Line Corridor falls in two of 
those divisions.

The Ozark Highlands Natural 
Division with a varied topography 
and elevation, allows for many 
natural communities. This results in 
a large variety of plants, animals 
and birds. 

The Osage Plains Natural Division borders the vast expanse of 
the Great Plains to the west, and is characterized by deep soils 
and gently rolling topography decorated by seasonal wildflowers 
and grasses up to 10 feet tall.

Ozark Highlands Natural Division

Osage Plains Natural Division



ROCK ISLAND LINE CORRIDOR

Cultural Resources

Did You Know?
— The Chicago, Rock Island 
and Pacific Railroad built the 
corridor between 1902 and 
1904, and the engineering of 
the track bed, tunnels and 
bridges remains as built more 
than a century ago.

— At least ten of the bridges 
were designed by the firm 
A. J. Tullock, a bridge-building 
firm of national, and even 
international reputation. All are 
still in place and display all 
types and lengths of bridges 
required to span anything from 
a small stream to a major river.

— The corridor includes three 
railroad tunnels, three deck 
truss bridges, five through truss 
bridges, four I-Beam bridges
and twenty deck plate girder 
bridges.



Grants administered through

FOR MORE INFORMATION
The RTP grant round typically opens between December and February 
of every year. Information about the next grant round, workshop schedules 
and the RTP application will be posted on our website:

mostateparks.com/page/55065/outdoor-recreation-grants

phone - 573-522-8773 or 573-751-0848
email - mspgrants@dnr.mo.gov

Recreational Trail Program (RTP)
is a federal grant program administered by the Federal 
Highway Administration. The purpose of this program is 
to promote recreational trails of all types (motorized and 
non-motorized).  Funding comes from the portion of 
the federal motor fuel excise tax attributed to non-highway 
recreational use. RTP has supported more than 23,000 
projects documented nationwide, attracting and support-
ing significant trail-based economic activity in thousands of 
communities.

Outdoor Recreation Grants

RTP
In Missouri, RTP is open to local and state governments, school 
districts, and non-profit organizations. Missouri receives between 
$1 and $1.5 million per fiscal year. The maximum amount awarded is 
$250,000 for a trail project and the minimum amount is $25,000 per 
project. Sponsors must have a minimum 20 percent match.

Eligible RTP projects include construction of new trails and 
trailheads, renovation of existing trails and trailheads and 
acquisition of land.

Benefits of RTP in Missouri:
● Trails enhance neighborhoods and provide connection to parks, 

schools, shopping and other recreational facilities .
● Trails support America’s Great Outdoor Initiative by providing  a 

great opportunity for Missourians to experience the outdoors and 
reconnect with nature by taking a hike through the woods, a jog 
along an urban waterway or biking along a rail to trail route.

● Trails are supported by numerous trail clubs, non-profit organizations 
and volunteers in partnership with federal, state, county and local 
agencies.

● Trails support an active, healthy lifestyle by providing affordable 
places to exercise.

● Trails have been identified as a high priority by Missourians 
in the Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan (SCORP), 
which can be downloaded from https://mostateparks.com/
page/55072/facts-and-figures#scorp. 

● Trail-related tourism creates jobs and supports local economies.

RESOURCES FOR TRAIL BUILDERS (planning, building, funding and maintaining)

• Missouri State Parks off ers the Recreational Trails Program, which provides grant funding to rehabilitate and construct trails:
 mostateparks.com/page/61220/recreational-trails-program-rtp-grants.

• Missouri State Parks off ers Land and Water Conservation Fund grants for trailhead facilities located within municipal parks 
(not for construction on the Rock Island itself ): 
  mostateparks.com/page/61215/land-and-water-conservation-fund-lwcf-grants. 

• Missouri Department of Conservation has the Land Conservation Partnership Grant, Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure 
Program that provides grant funds for trail development (this is a new program): 
  mdc.mo.gov/community-conservation/community-conservation-funding-opportunities. 

• Rails to Trails Conservancy off ers a trail building toolkit to assist you with a variety of trail building topics (including the 
basics of trail building, organizing/building community interest, funding, and maintenance):  
 railstotrails.org/build-trails/trail-building-toolbox/. 
Th ey also off er grant funds. Funding sources in the toolbox are available at: 
 railstotrails.org/build-trails/trail-building-toolbox/funding/equitable-investment-in-trails-walking-and-biking/. 

• Rivers, Trails, and Conservation Assistance Program provides resources to assist in trail planning: 
 nps.gov/orgs/rtca/apply.htm.

• Permatrak posts grant resources for trail funding: 
  permatrak.com/news-events/bid/99853/6-grants-for-trails-and-greenway-funding. 

• Th e City Park Alliance provides guidance on local park and recreation funding: 
 cityparksalliance.org/funding-hub/.

• American Trails provides a lot of resources for trail builders (including webinar trainings on a variety of topics): 
 americantrails.org/. 

• One currently open grant opportunity is the FY 2021 American Rescue Plan Act, Travel, Tourism, and Outdoor Recreation 
Funding. Federal grants can be found through a funding search on grants.gov. 

• People for Bikes provides grant funding for bicycle infrastructure projects:  
 peopleforbikes.org/grant-guidelines. 

• Th e U.S. Department of Transportation off ers RAISE grants that can be used for pedestrian/bicycle infrastructure: 
 transportation.gov/RAISEgrants. 

For more information, please visit our webpage at https://mostateparks.com/rockislandlinecorridor. 

Rock Island Line Corridor

GRANTS

Missouri State Parks - a division of the Missouri Department of Natural Resources



CONTACT INFORMATION

MO 780-2970 (01-22)

EMAILPHONE

ADDRESS

LAST NAME

CITY STATE ZIP

AREA DESCRIPTION, LENGTH AND TYPE OF FENCE, AND REASON(S) FOR FENCING

EXAMPLE: 9 – Rolls 47” Woven Wire, 3 – Rolls Barb Wire, 270 – T Post, 48 – Pipe, 2 – 16’ Gates, 2 – Cattle Panels

CONDITION AND RESPONSIBILITIES

1. The landowner shall be responsible for fence construction and to utilize fence construction methods that do not damage trees; structures; soil; wetlands; 
habitat for sensitive species; geologic, cultural, historic or other resources that occur within the park or historic site boundary. The fence construction 
methods shall not employ modification of soil or debris elevations that drain wetlands or cause the impoundment of water on property owned by the Missouri 
Department of Natural Resources. The fence must be located on the precise boundary line to the extent that the line can be identified or verified.

2. The department will provide to the landowner, at its own expense, all fence construction materials and shall monitor the construction activities to ensure 
compliance. The cost of fence material shall constitute the department’s share of costs to provide an enclosure. 

3. The landowner and its successors are responsible for maintaining the fence, which shall include removing brush, vines, woody re-growth or re-sprouting of 
approved cut trees on state park property at no greater a distance than three feet inside the park boundary*. The landowner is not permitted to access park 
property with brush hogs, tractors, heavy equipment, ORVs, motorcycles, or any other vehicle of any kind without permission from the park or historic site 
facility manager. The landowner is not permitted to apply any herbicides for purpose of killing or controlling vegetation on the park side of the boundary, or 
which may drift onto park vegetation without permission of the park/site facility manager. The landowner is permitted to trim back overhanging branches at 
the point immediately above the park boundary line and to a height of eight feet above the ground.
* Any fencing coinciding with the boundary between individual landowner property and the portion of the historic Missouri Rock Island Railroad corridor 
owned, leased, or operated by the division of state parks shall be maintained by the division of state parks unless the individual landowner agrees to 
perform the maintenance, in accordance with 253.175, RSMo. 

4. No fencing constructed under this section shall be removed without the written consent of the department, except to temporarily make repairs to said fence.

5. Landowner agrees to abide to all conditions and responsibilities set forth in 10 CSR 90-2.070.

MISSOURI DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES
DIVISION OF STATE PARKS
REQUEST FOR FENCING

❏ YES ❏ NO

❏ YES ❏ NO

❏ APPROVED ❏ DENIED

❏ KATY TRAIL STATE PARK ❏ ROCK ISLAND LINE CORRIDOR

Have you ever served on active duty in the Armed Forces of the United States and separated from such service 
under conditions other than dishonorable?

Would you like to receive information and assistance regarding the agency’s veteran services?

Click here for additional information or send an email to moparks@dnr.mo.gov or call 800-344-6946.

DEPARTMENT REPRESENTATIVE SIGNATURE DATE

LANDOWNER SIGNATURE DATE

FENCING REQUEST NUMBER

JUSTIFICATION

DATE REQUEST SUBMITTEDFIRST NAME MIDDLE INITIAL

FENCING MATERIALS AND BOUNDARY LINE HAVE BEEN VERIFIED AND AGREED UPON BY BOTH PARTIES

SECTION BELOW TO BE FILLED OUT BY THE DEPARTMENT

REQUESTING LANDOWNER SIGNATURE DATE REQUEST SUBMITTED

FENCING REQUEST SITE

FENCING REQUEST

MATERIAL LIST COST

TOTAL COST

RESET

$ 0.00

FENCING
The Department intends to work cooperatively with adjacent landowners. This includes accepting responsibility for the 
maintenance of all existing fencing coinciding with the boundary between individual landowner property and the corridor in 
accordance with Section 253.175, RSMo. In the past, the Department has provided fencing materials to adjacent landowners 
who wish to construct new fencing upon request. The Department has also entered into agreements with adjacent landowners 
to accommodate requests for road and livestock crossings along the Katy Trail and will work with landowners along the Rock 
Island corridor as well. Additionally, the Department will honor any existing real estate agreements between landowners and 
MCRR and will work with landowners to develop new agreements to allow crossings, access, and occupations of the corridor 
where needed upon request.

LIABILITY 
Sections 258.100, 537.346, and 537.351, RSMo protect landowners adjacent to recreational trails and parks from civil liability 
for injuries to trespassers. In addition to statutory protections, the Department has worked cooperatively with landowners 
adjacent to Katy Trail State Park to help minimize the likelihood for trespass from the trail onto adjoining property. This was 
accomplished primarily by marking the boundaries of state park property with signs placed at regular intervals, which also 
warn trail users not to trespass. This message is also provided via signage and brochures at all trailhead information depots. The 
Department will develop similar measures for the Rock Island Corridor as well. 

LANDOWNER COMPENSATION 
Federal courts have ruled that property owners whose land is taken as a result of a railbanking under the National Trails Act 
must be compensated. Landowners seeking that compensation must file a claim for compensation in the U.S. Court of Federal 
Claims in Washington D.C. Those lawsuits are filed against only the federal government and not against the railroad, the trail 
sponsor, or any other party. The funds for the compensation come from the “Judgment Fund” at the U.S. Department of the 
Treasury, which is appropriated every year by Congress to pay the liabilities of the United States. Landowners seeking to pursue 
compensation may wish to contact a private attorney to discuss potential options.

As of October 2021, a number of landowners along the Rock Island Corridor have already received compensation and others 
have pending claims that are awaiting resolution.

For more information, please visit our webpage at https://mostateparks.com/rockislandlinecorridor. 
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