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Yas T allow my mind to return to my early childhood, say 1898, some of
my fondest memories hover about the old Noah and Lucretia Beery home in
Platte City, Missouri. Ma and Pa Beery, as we grandchildren were taught to
call our grandparents were most wonderful to all fifteen of their grand-
children. A visit to their home was full of surprises and delight. Pa soon
left us but Ma, in her spotless white apron would gather us around her and
hold us spellbound with stories of her past. She was the first white child
born in Platte Purchase, according to family tradition. Her father Axiom
Farmer brought his family there in February 1837 and she was born in April.

Ma prepared all their bread, baking it fresh every other day. The large
pantry off her kitchen was her bread making room and we children loved to
watch her and smell and eat the fresh bread. The house had a long L-shaped
back porch with a swing attached to the open end and that was a favorite spot
with us. The parlor was seldom used, only for company, and contained
precious items laid on the marble-topped table with the Bible in front.

The room also contained a bed for company with the old-fashioned feather bed
mattress, so warm and enveloping in the cold months.

The cellar, where Ma kept her crocks of milk, cream, butter and cheese,
was a few yards away from the house and entered by a trap door. Oh, the memory
of that cool, clean, milky smell lingers yet. Also the cistern was away
from the house and all water used was brought by buckets from this source.

But the spot that I remember most was the back-yard, enclosed by a
picket fence and entered by a swinging gate. That place was fairy land -
full of trees to climb, wildflowers to pick, apples and plums to eat, elves
and fairies to talk with.”

Ruth suchanan Rader

(Annie Beery's daughter)

Noah Webster Beery came to Platte County first in 1842 with his family,
then in 1847 went to Iowa for a few years. He returned to Platte City in
1850 because there was plenty of work to do in the carpenter and joiners
trade. He wrote to his sister Delilah in 1850 that he was looking for a wife
"T will give you a description of the one that would suit me. A girl about
5 ft. 4 in. tall, of a neat graceful figure, fair skin, red cheeks, rosy lips,
black eyes, black hair, with a pretty little foot and hand, washes clean,
cooks well, and clean, in short have all the necessary qualifications to make
a good housekeeper, and with all, have a good even temper so as to make a kindj

loving and affectionate and agreeable companion through life."



l#!_f_“_-f:_‘{".f_" I - Ir?;f“f'._l

Noah and Lucretia Jane Farmer were married in Platte City, February 1, 1855,
Twelve children were born to them, two dying in infancy, one son drowned when
10 years of age and a son killed by a horse when 10 years old.
Noah died in 1899 and Lucretia died in 1910,
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