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ABSTRACT 

Architectural resources within rural Pettis County were surveyed 
during a period that began in September 1987 and ended in April 1988. 
Fieldwork identified 5,693 buildings and other structures, with 180 
properties including through-truss bridges described in greater detail 
on Missouri Office of Historic Preservation inventory data forms. The 
area surveyed (which did not include previously surveyed Sedalia) was 
estimated at 338,000 acres. Approximately 3,000 miles were logged 
driving 1,100-plus miles of public road within the survey area. The 
research team recommends that numerous individual structures, four 
historic districtsand at least two multiple resource groupings be 
nominated to the National Register of Historic Places. Various 
other properties are noted on the inventory data forms as being 
worthy of consideration within thematic groupings, i.e., agriculture, 
education, church/religion, architecture, etc. In some cases, the 
significance of properties was determined by the local and regional 
context. If National Register criteria were strictly applied, the 
number of priority properties would be reduced. 
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INTRODUCTION 

The purpose of this report is to present the results of a survey 
of architectural resources within rural, unsurveyed Pettis County, Mis­
souri. The purpose of the survey was to compile a comprehensive inventory 
of Pettis County's built environment as it exists 11 today, 11 in order to 
develop an overview and a better understanding of rural settlement patterns. 
To accomplish this, it was necessary to devise a system for surveying the 
target area plus a typology for organizing and analyzing the data. The 
methodology is described under Survey Methods and Procedures. 

Prior to the survey, little was known about the nature of the extant 
buildings outside of previously surveyed Sedalia . Information about their 
numbers, their locations, and their various fonns had never been systematically 
compiled. The survey results, it was believed, would facilitate inductive 
analysis and suggest directions for further study. It also would produce 
information about properties potentially eligible for nomination to the 
National Register of Historic Places, and several are listed under Deter­
mination of Possible Significance. Since newer residential properties 
also were surveyed, the project would provide information about contemporary 
as well as historical patterns of settlement. 

In June 1987, the research team of Roger Maserang and W. Tom Christopher 
completed a nearly similar rural survey in neighboring Johnson County, with 
Dr. Joy Stevenson providing synthesis of the data . A reconnaissance survey 
in Pettis County indicated that 150 inventory data sheets would be a 
reasonable or at least working number for the project area, and field 
work in Pettis County by Maserang and Christopher began in late September 
1987. Maserang, historic preservation coordinator for Show-Me Regional 
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Planning Commission, compiled the inventory, researched indivi.dual 

properties, provided photographic documentation and wrote the project 
report. Christopher, a geographer and historian who served as con-
sultant, assisted in the identification and evaluation of properties. 
Additional consultation and general supervision was provided by Gerald 
Lee Gilleard of the Division of Parks, Recreation, and Historic Preser­

vation in Jefferson City. 
Ultimately, 180 inventory data sheets were prepared for rural Pettis 

County. The survey area within the state of Missouri is illustrated on 
Map A. Map B is a general highway map of Pettis County. Map C shows 

the location of the townships within Pettis County. Township maps coded 
to indicate building types and locations accompany the data in the section 
titled Architectural Summary and Survey Results. Additional maps show 

the locations of inventoried properties in the section titled Determination 

of Possible Significance. 
Although Project No. 29-87-20022-061-A was technically completed on 

June 30, 1988, much remains to be done. Future work in Pettis County (the all­
important second phase) should concentrate on numerous nominations to the 
National Register. Pettis County appears to have an abundance of archi­

tecturally and historically significant structures, and the research 

team was highly impressed. 
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PART I 

PREVIOUS INVESTIGATIONS 

Prior to the present research, Pettis County's historic architectural 
resources had not been systematically surveyed with the exception of those 

in Sedalia. Historic architectural surveys were conducted in Sedalia under 
two separate Historic Preservation Fund grants, in 1981 and 1984. The former 
focused on commercial architecture in downtown Sedalia and the latter was 
oriented toward residential buildings, churches, and outlying commercial 
structures. Because the previous surveys were relatively recent, Sedalia 
was not part of the present effort. 

Four of Pettis County's five properties listed on the National Register 

of Historic Places are in Sedalia. The listed properties are: 

* Harris House, 705 W. 6th St., Sedalia. Listed on July 10, 
1979. 

* Koppen Trust Company, 322 S. Ohio Ave., Sedalia. Listed on 
March 29, 1983. 

* Missouri, Kansas and Texas Railroad Depot, 600 E. 3rd St., 
Sedalia. Listed on March 28, 1979. 

* Sedalia Public Library, 311 W. 3rd St., Sedalia. Listed 
on Jan. 10, 1980. 

* Gen. David Thomson House (Elm Spring), south of Hughesville 
on Hwy. H (S7, T46N, R21W). Listed on Oct. 4, 1982. 

In 1963, the Missouri Historic Sites Catalogue listed 11 Pettis County 
sites and structures. The criteria was that the sites or structures be "iden­
tified with prominent Missourians, connected with the political, economic, 
educational, military, industrial, or religious history of Missouri (or 
which) serve as examples of Missouri architecture before and during the 
Civil War Era, or represent the first of their kind. 11 The selection was 
made by local historical societies, which in the case of Pettis County 
was the Pettis County Historical Society. Since its publication, the 
Missouri Historic Sites Catalogue has become a frequently cited reference 

text. 
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Of the 11 sites and structures, three were in Sedalia. The Sedalia 
sites were the Austin W. Perry Music Publishing Company building, 712 S. 
Kentucky St.; the Pettis County Museum (in the Pettis County Courthouse); 
and the site of the Maple Leaf Club on the north side of Main Street near 
Lamine Avenue. The county sites included the National Register-listed Thomson 
House, the Flat Creek Covered Bridge south of Sedalia (which was subsequently 
destroyed by vandals), the John Montgomery Home near Longwood and the John E. 
Crawford Home in Flat Creek Township south of Sedalia. Neither the Montgomery 
nor the Crawford Homes were located by the current survey They reportedly 
no longer exist. 

The other four listed structures survive and three were selected for . 
the inventory. One of these properties was identified in the Missouri Historic 
Sites Catalogue as the Jesse Crump Grinstead-John S. Jones-Major William Gentry 

Home, which was built in two stages in the 1830s and 1840s south of Longwood. 
Although sadly deteriorated, this Greek Revival-style house is significant 
because of its association with Jones, a pioneer in Great Plains freighting 

and frontier transportation, including the Pony Express. During the 1850s, 
Jones made his headquarters at Longwood and is said to have pastured as many 
as 2,000 horses and mules in the vicinity. The Great Plains freighting journeys 
typically departed from the Missouri River above Westport. After financial 
failures (the Pony Express and the Leavenworth & Pike's Peak Express Co., for 
example), Jones abandoned his Longwood area farm to creditors and went to 

Colorado. See Form No. 65 for additional discussion of the Jones House. 
Another Sites Catalogue-listed structure included in the inventory is 

identified as the Reuben George Gentry Home ("Cedar Vale"), a two-story 

L-shaped brick house built in the 1860s in Cedar Township a mile north of 
Sedalia. · This house, apparently constructed in 1879 ~ rather than 1860 as 
reported in the Sites Catalogue, is a relatively late example of the Greek 

Revival-Federal I-House form. Features which contribute to its 11 later 11 look 
include decorative cornice brackets of a variety not seen elsewhere in Pettis 
County. See Fann No. 116 for additional discussion of the Reuben George Gentry/ 

Reuben J. Gentry House. 
The third listed structure included in the inventory is the Major 

William Gentry Home, southwest of Georgetown in Cedar Township. This restored 
and enlarged brick Greek Revival house is believed to have been built in the 
1850s. The original owner was a son of Pettis County pioneer Reuben Estes 
Gentry. The main facade of the Major William Gentry House is dominated by 
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an extending two-story, pedimented portico. See Form No. 112 for additional 
discussion of this impressive residence. 

Not included in the inventory (although listed in the Sites Catalogue) 
is the ca. 1819 Reuben Estes Gentry House. This was apparently a one-room log 
cabin which became part of a two-story frame house several hundred yards 
northwest of the William Gentry House. The Reuben Estes Gentry House was not 
included because the original structure is no longer recognizable, but the 
site is_obviously important because of its association with early exploration 
and settlement within Pettis County. 

Various other inventory data forms have been completed by individuals 
for Pettis County properties and are on file in the Department of Natural 
Resources Historic Preservation/Cultural Resource Management files in Jefferson 
City. 

The first of the two previously cited Sedalia surveys (1981) identified 
26 commercial buildings as Priority Buildings. A block-by-block analysis 
suggested that the best historic district potential was along the west side 
of the 300, 400, and 500 blocks of South Ohio Avenue, plus one-third of the 
200 block of South Ohio Avenue. Altogether, 335 inventory data forms were 
prepared (including several sheets for vacant lots and newer buildings which 
were intended to provide a realistic framework for assessing historic district 
potential). The second Sedalia survey (1984) resulted in the preparation of 
130 inventory data forms. Two potential historic districts--which in retrospect 
would have had tighter boundaries and contained fewer buildings--were suggested 
by the research team. While a list of priority buildings as such was not com­
piled for the second survey, the researchers considered approximately a dozen 
structures to be potentially eligible for listing on the National Register. 

Both Sedalia surveys were conducted under contracts with Show-Me Regional 
Planning Commission, of Warrensburg. The first survey was primarily the work 
of Warren 11 Tom 11 Christopher, who at the time was employed by the planning 
commission as historic preservation coordinator. The later survey was conducted 
by the present research team of Christopher and Roger Maserang, with Maserang 
participating as staff historian and Christopher as consultant. Additional 
coordination and supervision was provided by James Denny of the Historic 
Preservation Program staff. 

The present survey of rural Pettis County (including incorporated areas) 
yielded 180 inventory data forms and coded maps indicating the locations of 
historic structures throughout the county, regardless of whether they were 
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selected for the detailed inventory. This inductive approach will allow 
future recommendations regarding potentially eligible structures or districts 
(groupings or thematic) to be based on a realistic picture of what structures 
existed at the time of the survey. As previously stated, the structures 
inventoried in the two Sedalia surveys will not be included in the current, 
more rurally oriented effort. 
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PART II 

STATEMENT OF RESEARCH DESIGN 

The basic goal of the Pettis County, Missouri, survey of architec­
tural resources was identification of at least 150 significant or repre­
sentative properties while developing an overview and an understanding 
of rural settlement patterns. The entire county with the exception of 
previously surveyed Sedalia was to be examined. The period expected to 
be the focus of the research was 1835-1988, although inventory data 
forms would not be prepared for structures less than 50 years old. Upon 
completion of the fieldwork, analysis of data and archival research, main 
cultural themes would be proposed to explain the development of the 
built landscape. Specifically, the townships of Blackwater, Houstonia, 
Hughesville, Longwood, Heaths Creek, La Monte, Dresden, Cedar, Bowling 
Green, Elk Fork, Prairie, Sedalia, Smithton, Green Ridge, Flat Creek and 
Lake Creek, including the incorporated communities of Hughesville, Hous­
tonia, La Monte, Green Ridge, Windsor and Smithton and the unincorporated 
areas of Dunksburg, Georgetown, Dresden, Postal, Bahner, Longwood, 
Stokley, Newland, Spring Fork, Manila and Bryson would be 
surveyed. 

Several themes were conceptualized prior to the start of fieldwork 
to help unify the resources. Agriculture and architectural style were 
expected to accommodate the majority of structures, with others relating 
to such themes as education, commerce/trade, exploration/settlement, 
government, recreation and culture, religion, transportation and 
society. For example, it was expected that pioneer structures such as 
log cabins would be found and that they could be sorted out and discussed 
in terms of the exploration and settlement of Pettis County. Farmhouses, 
barns, silos and other buildings associated with agrarian activity would 
be obvious choices for the agriculture theme; rural schoolhouses would 
fit the education category; etc. It was expected that the incorporated 
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areas would contain the only resources that could be assigned to the 
themes of government and recreation/culture. 

It was assumed that in general, the earliest settlement patterns 
in the county would be based on topographic and drainage factors as 
well as the location of Indian trails, with relatively few properties 
surviving from this period. Antebellum mansions would be found in the 
Georgetown area where, after all, the General David Thomson House already 
had been nominated and admitted to the National Register. The impact of 
the railroads would have the most profound effect on the landscape, 
beginning with the arrival of the Pacific Railroad in the 1860s. New 
towns would spring up along the railroad routes and existing towns would 
either relocate or fade into obscurity. Highway construction and the 
fortunes of local economic development would affect the landscape throughout 
the later decades of the research period. 

Finally, it was felt that the evaluation of individual structures 
could only be done according to their perceived position within the broad 
patterns of settlement. Among other considerations, historic contexts 
would need to be organized in terms of thematic time and place develop­
ment. The probability that time would be available for this level of 
evaluation was considered extremely slim, after the experience of the 

Johnson County survey. However, it must be undertaken at some point in 
the nomination process. 
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PART III 

SURVEY METHODS AND PROCEDURES 

The Pettis County research design was a refinement of the design and 

methodology successfully used in an earlier (1985-87) survey of Johnson 
County and described in the survey report, One Hundred Years of Architectural 
Resources in Johnson County, Missouri. 

In the absence of a state plan or any comprehensive system for a 
county architectural survey, the research team was encouraged by the His-
toric Preservation Program staff to devise a workable system for its Johnson 
County survey. The early discussions leading to the development of the present 
research design were with James Denny and Gerald Lee Gilleard, and occurred 
during 1985-86. After Denny left the Historic Preservation Program in 1987, 

methodology was discussed with Gilleard, who also critiques the completed 
Johnson County survey. That project had been accomplished with the present 

survey team plus Dr. Joy Stevenson, who wrote the report. 
The housing classification code is a crucial element. In devising a code, 

the research team was fortunate in having access to the Final Report for 
the Historic Building Survey of Clark County, by Margaret L. Keller and 
Linda Harper. The Clark County code was modified and expanded, using in 
part McAlester's description of folk houses and academic styles to arrive 
at the classifications utilized in Johnson County. A simplified code was 
considered essential to facilitate its use in the field. (The field team 
typically saw a building no more than once, and often at a substantial dis­
tance under poor viewing conditions.) Ideally, a uniform code will be 
developed for statewide application so that the findings of future county 
surveys will be more directly comparable. 

The original survey in Johnson County was accomplished in two grant 
periods (29-85-9311-016 and 29-86-10011-039-A), spanning two years. The 
classification code was modified for Pettis County, but the main refinement 
simply expanded the statistical analysis to include the incorporated areas. 
In Johnson County, the larger cities were surveyed thoroughly but 
statistical, house-by-house data were only compiled for the rural 
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areas and unincorporated towns. By eliminating this "hole" in the 

data, it would be possible to obtain a more sharply focused picture of 

the built environment. After the present field survey, for example, the 

data would be quantified to permit numerical analysis of any specific form 

or style of residential building as part of the total county, within a 

specific township, or within a specific incorporated area--with the 

exception of previously surveyed (but unquantified!) Sedalia. 

The research design for the Pettis County survey was submitted to the 

state staff in August, 1987. By then, an initial literature search of 

historical records for Pettis County had been conducted. Archival sources 

include the Sedalia Public Library, the Pettis County Historical Society, 

the State Historical Society of Missouri, the Central Missouri State Uni­

versity Missouri Collection and the archives of the Division of Parks, 

Recreation and Historic Preservation in Jefferson City. The Sedalia Public 

Library has copies of the 1896, 1916 and 1929 atlases for Pettis County. No 

earlier atlas was found, but an oversize plat map of the county from 

1876 exists in various private collections including that of W. A. McVey, 

a local historian. During the course of the survey, all of the plat 

maps were consulted. The Pettis County histories of 1882 and 1919 also 

were of particular assistance. Apparently, Sanborn-Perris maps were not 

prepared for any town within the project area. The Pettis County His­

torical Society maintains a collection of relics and articles in display 

cases on the first and second floors of the Pettis County Courthouse. 

From the outset, it was acknowledged that the activity must be in 

compliance with the Secretary of the Interior's Archaeology and Historic 

Preservation Standards and Guidelines for Identification, Evaluation and 

Developing Historic Context. Other governmental publications consulted 

included the 1985 revision of Guidelines for Local Surveys: A Basis for 

Preservation Planning (National Register Bulletin 24), and Guidelines for 

Completing National Register of Historic Places Forms (National Register 

Bulletin 16). While it was recognized that National Register criteria 

must serve as the ultimate standards for evaluation, the most practical 

yardstick for decisions of significance was the local and regional con­

text. 
Since topographical maps alone are impractical for a comprehensive 

field survey of this type, the 1982 General Highway Map for Pettis County 

was enlarged and used to record the coded notations in the field. However, 
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the locations of properties for which inventory data forms were 

prepared was transferred to U.S.G.S. 7.5 1 topographic maps which accompany 

this report. The 11 topo 11 maps were invaluable for the precise recording 

of many sites. 

Actual surveying--the process of driving along public roads, adding 

and deleting properties from the survey map, coding properties, taking 

photographs and making notes about exceptional structures--began on September 

26, 1987. Altogether, 37 expeditions were made into Pettis County, each 

departing from the Show-Me Regional Planning Commission office in Warrens­

burg. The final trip was on May 4, 1988. Approximately 75% of the driving 

was for surveying purposes and 25% for archival research or personal 

interviews. Altogether, 4,320 miles of road were driven. Surveying per se 

accounted for approximately 3,000 miles traveled, although it should be 

understood that considerable backtracking was involved and nearly 1,000 

miles were covered between Warrensburg and the Pettis County line. There 

are 1,100-plus miles of public road in the survey area. 

Most of the surveying was conducted during the winter months to take 

advantage of the absence of obscuring foliage. For greatest efficiency, the 

original plan was for each survey trip to simply proceed to the eastern 

boundary of the county along as uniform a combination of roads as possible 

and then return over a parallel combination of roads. Because of the early 

winter darkness, this proved impractical. By the time the research team 

had coded and photographed its way across the county, the conditions for reliable 

surveying would soon deteriorate with the loss of daylight. Subsequently, 

most expeditions were to specific sections of the county (beginning with 

areas most distant from Warrensburg), whenever the available survey time 

permitted. With allowances for inaccessible terrain, structures were 

observed and coded on approximately 80 per cent of the county land and 

100 per cent of the incorporated land. 
Seven of the surveying trips were conducted with the participation of 

both members of the research team of Maserang and Christopher. When both 

participated, Christopher served as driver and spotter and Maserang served 

as mapper, photographer and spotter. For expediency, Maserang also surveyed 

alone although this is not recommended. On a few surveying trips, coding 

assistance was provided by a graduate student intern from Central Missouri 

State University, Amy True. 

15 



A 35mm single lens reflex camera was used for all photography. The 

most frequently used focal length was 40mm. Remote structures were occas­
ionally photographed with a 200mm lens. For interiors and occasional ex­

teriors when conditions warranted, a 28mm (wide angle) lens was used. For 
photography within incorporated areas , a 47-lOOmm zoom lens was often 
useful for making photos from the sidewalk of buildings of various sizes 
and distances . For closeups of architectural details, a 135mm lens was 
especially helpful. 

Tri-X, a relatively fine-grained black and white film with excellent 
speed and latitude, was used exclusively. 

Full-frame enlargements were made in most cases in order to indicate 

the total amount of information available on the negatives. (Prints with 
black borders are full-frame enlargements.) Each inventory data form 
contains a contact print of the accompanying enlar.gement. Additional 
enlargements were prepared for several structures, showing various facades 
or details. 

Questionnaires for property owners were carried in the field by the 
research team. The questionnaires and a stamped return envelope were 
given to owners or occupants when feasible. Questionnaires also were mailed 
to several owners or information sources. Approximately 40 questionnaires 
were distributed and about half were completed and returned. Ownership 
was determined through personal interviews or the use of historic and 

contemporary plat maps. While it is recognized that the plat maps are 
subject to error, they were used for expediency. Specifically, the 1986 
edition of the Land Atlas & Plat Book for Pettis County, published by 

Rockford Map Publishers, Rockford, Ill., was the primary ownership 
reference. To verify ownership, one should consult public records at 
the Pettis County Courthouse. In some cases, mailbox identification was 
considered but it was never taken for granted that the occupant was also 

the owner. 

SELECTION CRITERIA 
Using the architectural codes for various building forms and styles 

of architecture or types of buildings, buildings indicated on the county 
highway map were appropriately marked on the master map as surveying pro­
gressed . Later, this information was transferred to individual township 
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Historic Preservation Questionnaire 

Return to: Show-Me Regional Planning Commission 
P. 0. Box 348 

Warrensburg, Missouri 64093 

(Phone: . 747-2294) 

Dear Property Owner: 

We are compiling infonnation about some of the more interesting older 
houses in Pettis County for the Missouri Office of Historic Preservation. We 
plan to include your house/building in the historic inventory. Any information· 
you could prov~de about your house or building's early ownership and history 
would be very helpful. The purpose of the project is to compile at least 
basic information about approximately 150 of the older structures while 
this is s~ill possible. The inventory itself will become part of the permanent 
referenc2 collection at the Missouri Offi ce of Historic Preservation in Jefferson 
C:ty, the State Historical Library in Columbia, and the Pettis County Historical 
Society. 

Your cooperation in filling out this questionnaire wi11 be greatly 
appreciated. Few home owners/occupants will be able to answer all df the 
questions, but please answer as many questions as possible. When you have 
comoleted the auestionnaire, please return it to Show-Me Regional Planning 
Corrrnission in the enclosed sta~ped, addressed envelope. (Please call us 
we~ kdays at 747-2294 if you have any questions about the survey. We will 
a l so try to heip with any technical questions about historic preservation' 
re~ovation or restoration.) 

2. Narr.e of Present owner: Since {ye:r): ....;,__________________________ ----------------------
3. Present owner'saddress (if different from above): 

4. Name of occupant, if different from above_: ________________________________ __ 

5. When was your house/building built?~---------------------------------------------------~ 

6. How did you determine its age?~-----------------------------------------------------------------

7. Who was the original owner of the house/building? __________________________ _ 

8. What was the or iginal owner's occupation?~--------------------------------------------~--

9. List any other owners or occupants who may have been prominent in 
state or local history: 
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10. What is the legal description of the property? (Example: Lot 2, B1ock 12, 

McBeth's Addition; P.art of SW1-4 of NW4 of NW12 of Section 10, Madison Township) 

12. Contractor/builder's name: 
~-----------------------------------------

13. Original use of the house/building: ---------------------------
14. Present use of the house/building: 

~-----------------------~ 

15. Is there a basement? 

Yes No Partial -- --
16. What is the foundation material? 

17. 

18. 

Stone Brick Concrete Other (.Specify) --------
made of? What are the exterior walls 

Wood siding ------
Meta 1 siding ____ _ 
Asbestos siding ___ _ 
Asphalt siding ___ _ 
Concrete blocks ----

What is the roof material? 
Asphalt shingles __ _ 
Hood shingles-----­
Composition--------

Stucco 
Stone------
Brick· _____ _ 
Qther (Specify) ______ _ 

Tile ____ _ 
Slate ____ _ 
Other (Specify)------

19. Briefly describe any major alterations (such as a room addition to 
southeast, removal of · a wraparound porch, removal of a tower or 
bay window, lowering of ceilings, etc.): ---------------------

20. Hhen were the above alterations made?---------------------

21. Unusal features: (This could be almost anythino. such as a marble fire­
place mantel, a spiral staircase, inlaid wooden "parquet" floors, 
leaded qlass windows, towers, carved woodwork, etc. Please describe 
the major things that make your house interesting or unique from 
an architectual or design standpoint): 



22. No. of stories ----- 23. Square footage (if known) 
-------~ 

24. Please list any outbuildings (garages, storage sheds, etc.}: 

25. Do you have any historical material pertaining to your house/building 
that we might copy for use in the historic inventory? 

Yes No (If yes, what is it?) 
~----~----

26. If your house has been modified on the outside, do you have any 
~ld photographs of its original appearance which we might copy? 

Yes No --- ---
27. May we take photographs of your house, showing it from different 

viewpoints, for inclusion in the inventory? 

Yes No ---
28. Is there anything about your house/building or its history not 

covered by any of the above quest ions that you would like to 
add? (Please use back of this page if needed.) 

29.Which do you believe to be the oldest house or houses within a mile of 
your house? 

30. Who would be a source of infonnation about this house or houses? 

Questionnaire completed by: 

Telephone No.: 
~---------------------------

0th er possible sources: 
~----------------------

Telephone No.: 
Address: 

Roger Maserang 
Tom Christopher 

SHOW-ME 

REGIONAL Pl-6.NNING COMMISSION 

~HOHi: : 1118·7A7·22gA 

. P . 0 . Box 3A8 

COLL~GI: & CULTON ST"t£TS 

w"'""ENs•u,.c; . ••hssou"' e4og3 
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maps which are included in this report in the section titled Architectural 
Summary and Survey Results. In additions, buildings or structures for 
which inventory data forms were prepared were assigned numbers based upon 
their locations. Map indicates the numbers that were assigned within 
each township. In general, numbering for the inventoried properties begins 
in the northwest corner of Pettis County (Blackwater Township) and makes 
four west-to-east passes corresponding to each of the four horizontal 
"bands" of townships, ending in the southeast corner (Lake Creek Town­
ship). 

Significant structures were photographed and architectural notations 
were made in the field. Local residents were interviewed and oral histories 
were obtained in several cases, but the magnitude of the project--given the 
size of the research team and the short timeframe--made this generally im­
practical. Rather, a very few information sources were consulted about 
specific buildings within their area of knowledge. These sources included 
W. A. McVey, Mrs. Karen Chamberlin, Mr. and Mrs. Terry Files, Mrs. Bobby 
Martin, Miss Mary E. Tevebaugh, Mrs. Dorothy M. Hinken, James E. McMullin, 
Audrey Neumeyer, Mrs. Philip Bowline and Mrs. Loretta Higgins. Several 
other sources possessed considerable information about individual buildings 
and they are identified as sources on the individual inventory data forms. 

To be considered for the inventory of 150 structures (adjusted to 180), 
the property had to: 

(1) retain sufficient physical features to convey its past identity, 
i.e., must be unaltered or minimally altered; 

(2) if altered more than minimally, be nonetheless worthy of inclusion 
by virtue of its history or remaining architectural qualities, or be 
readily restorable; 

(3) feature workmanship appropriate to its culture and theme; 
(4) be in its original location ' unless extraordinary conditions are 

involved; 
(5) be at least 50 years old, i.e., built no later than 1938; 
(6) reflect the setting that existed when the town was viable in the 

case of town sites; and 
(7) be maintained in superior condition if other comparable examples 

are available. 
Properties that did not meet these conditions nonetheless were indicated 

on the survey maps, coded and counted. 
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Because of the conditions imposed by a one-pass survey of a large 
area, it was especially difficult to apply Item 7. In a few cases, "better" 
examples of some forms or styles undoubtedly have been overlooked. Also, 
some houses with sufficient historic interest but insufficient architectural 
features to attract the team's attention (since one cannot necessarily "see" 
history) were certainly overlooked. Given the timeframe for accomplishing 
the survey, the product had to be more of a hasty sketch than a finely 
crafted portrait of rural Pettis County . 

After the 180 inventory data forms were completed, the field team met 
to discuss the potential eligibility of various structures and districts 
for nomination to the National Register . Both members of the research team 
had to agree for a property to be among those discussed in the section 
titled Determination of Possible Significance . Copies of the inventory 
data forms and photographs are included in the report for properties 
considered to have high significance. The reader should understand 
that the team's recommendations are for advisory purposes only. The 
Jefferson City Historic Preservation Program staff will be responsible 
for the final evaluation of eligibility based on their review of the 
total inventory. 
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PART IV 

ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING 

The "space set" or geographical context of Pettis County can be 
described in various ways. Typical landforms, · soil groups and climate 
characteristics are summarized below. 

The entire county lies within the Osage Plains or Osage Cuestas 
geographic region of Missouri, as indicated on Map D. This area 
consists largely of rolling to hilly terrain underl ain by Pennsylvania 
sedimentary strata--limestones, sandstones and shales--dipping west­
ward. A characteristic of this region is that the hills tend to 
be steeper on one side· than on the other. 

Pettis County lies within the Blackwater-Lamine River Basin with 
Heaths Creek, Flat Creek and Muddy Creek as the principal tribu­
taries. 

Pettis County 1 s largest area of highly fertile soil is the so-called 
"prair i e fertile" region which includes most of the northwest quarter of 
the county and extends into the northeast quarter, as shown on Map E. 
These black to light brown clay soils were derived from shale rocks 
with a thin loess cover on the ridges. The gently rolling topography 
can accommodate various land uses. Blackwater, Houstonia and Hughes­
ville Townships are all within this region, along with portions of La 
Monte, Longwood, Dresden, and Heaths Creek Townships. 

Medium-fertile 11 claypen 11 soils are found in a large area which 
comprises most of the southwest quarter. Drainage is typically poor, so 
that claypen soils tend to be inferior cropland despite their medium 
fertility. Green Ridge, Elk Fork, and portions of Prairie, Washington, 
Sedalia, Smithton and Bowling Green Townships are overlain with these 
grayish brown sandy soils derived from sandstone and shale. 

Soils of the rocky upland and rocky hills areas are considered to 
have medium to low fertility. Because of the topography, areas with these 
soils are usually better suited for pasture or forest cover than cropland. 
In Pettis County, these soils occur in several townships including Washington, 
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Flat Creek, Lake Creek, Sedalia, Smithton, Bowling Green, Cedar and 
Heaths Creek. 

Several townships contain a mixture of soil groups as well as highly 
fertile but flood-prone bottomland along their streams. 

Climate in Pettis County is subject to frequent weather changes and 
wide fluctuations in temperature. Annual rainfall may ~ary from 21 to 63 
inches But the av~age is 39 i ncnes, two - th i'rds of which fa 11 s during the 
growing season. The normal growing season is the 185 days between mid-April 
and mid-October. 

The average temperature is 56 degrees. The summer average is 78 
degrees, The winter average is 34 degrees. 

Dominant winds are from the south although the direction varies 
according to the intensity of the air movement and the time of 
year. 

The historic natural vegetation of Pettis County was not unlike that 
of the Show-Me Region, consisting largely of tall and short prairie grasses 
with timber (hardwoods) along the creeks. Today's vegetation includes 
oak, elm, hickory, cedar, willow, walnut, maple, cottonwood, locust, 
crabapple, ash, dogwood, hackberry, mulberry and plum along with various 
types of grapes and wild berries. 
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PART V 

HISTORIC OVERVIEW 

The Osage was the pri"ncipa 1 11 modern 11 Indian tribe in that portion 
of Missouri which includes Pettis County. The U.S. government's acquisi­
t i on of the Louis iana Territory in 1803, followed by the Lewis and Clark 
Expedition up the Missouri Ri ver, led to the displacerTEnt of the Osage· 
from the territory, however. The explorers' glowing description of the 
area (a l though not of Pettis County per se, which they did not see) en­
couraged a boom in the westward moverTEnt of settlers. Facing an influx 
of Europeans, the Osage sold for a few cents a square mile their rights 
to the land east of Fort Osage between the Missouri and Arkansas Rivers, 
including the area that becane Pettis County (Show-Me RPC 1981:7-12). 

While their dealings with the Osage--who for several years returned 
to hunt and trade--were not always harmonious, the settlers were grateful 
for the system of trails they inherited. In Pettis County, an especially 
important Indian trail snaked across the county diagonally from northeast 
to southwest, connecting Arrow Rock and Osceola as shown on Map H. The 
Arrow Rock-Osceola Trail passed the early settlement of Pin Hook, in Longwood 
Township. According to Pettis County historian W. A. McVey, this trail 
enters the county near Z in Heaths Creek Township, then is more or less 
traced by Routes N, J, EE, HH, B, 127 and 52 before it leaves the county 
and connects with 13 to Osceola. The Indian Era map in Show-Me Through 
the Years indicates various other Indian trails in Pettis County. Indian 
trails were so completely adapted by the settlers, often becoming early 
roads, that McVey has asserted that the first major road in Missouri not 
based on an Indian trail is Interstate 70 (McVey 1972: 3). 

Settlers came to Pettis County by steamboat, up the Missouri River 
to Boonville, Arrow Rock or Lexington and then overland. Or they came 

cross-country in small groups or large caravans, perhaps accompanied by 
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a retinue of slaves. Those who came from Kentucky, Tennessee, Virginia 
or the Carolinas were likely to bring southern traditions of architecture 
and agriculture as well as slaves. Their antebellum buildings would often 
reflect these traditions, as will be seen. 

By 1817 or 1818, a group of pioneers is believed to have settled along 
Heaths Creek in northeastern Pettis County (Anonymous 1975: 15). Another 
early settlement was on Muddy Creek, where 
James Ramey and Thomas Wasson met and be­
came partners in the building and operation 
of a grist and saw mill. The Ramey-Wasson 
settlement was called Pin Hook by some and 
St. Helena by others. One partner concen­
traded on running the mill and the other 
provided blacksmith services (McVey, un­
dated manuscript). Meanwhile, in 1821, 
Missouri became the latest state admitted 
to the Union. 

Pettis County was organized as a 
county in 1833, its area carved from the 
existing Saline and Cooper Counties as 
indicated on Maps I and J. The new county 
was named after Spencer Pettis, a popular 
Congressional candidate killed in a duel. 

Historic Marker at 
St.Helena (Pin Hook) 

The original members of the county court were James Ramey, Elijah Taylor 
and William A. Miller. They selected St. Helena as the seat of government 
until a permanent site could be found. Almost immediately, Ramey and Wasson 
offered a more central tract of land. By 1837, the arrangements had been com­
pleted and the headquarters of county government was moved to the Ramey-Wasson 
site in Section 16 of T. 46, R. 21. General David Thomson who had recently 
settled in the area was appointed by the court to lay out the town, establish 
a location for the courthouse and have it built. The new county seat was 
named Georgetown, after the town in Kentucky where Smith and some of the 
other area settlers had come from (Show-Me RPC 1981 :20). Georgetown would 
grow and prosper, remaining the county seat until replaced by Sedalia after 
the Civil War. 

By the 1840s, the log cabins and other early buildings may have stood 
close to Greek Revival or Italianate mansions. Some of the later mansions 
would be constructed in Sedalia, but earlier antebellums were built of 
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locally fired brick in the countryside. Many of these were constructed 
in the Georgetown area by the Smiths and Gentrys and Majors and Thomsons, 
among other pioneer or early Pettis County families. The pastoral names 
they often gave their estates (Elm Spring, Oakdale, Sunnyside, etc.) suggested 
a lifestyle of grace and leisure in the southern tradition. Elm Spring, 
built in 1840 by the man who laid out Georgetown, is listed on the National 
Register and consequently was not described in detail for this survey. Es­
sentially a two-story I-House with a rearward extension, the Thomson House 
combines Greek Revival and Federal elements. Although privately owned, it 
is readily viewable from a public road. 

Thomson House (Elm Spring) (1840) 

Other antebellum examples in the Georgetown area include the Lewis 
Redd Major House, the Richard Gentry House, the William Gentry House, the 
Female Academy, the Mccurdy House and the Ellis House. The Richard Gentry 
House is made of frame rather than brick. Numerous other antebellum man~tons 
and smaller pre-Civil War buildings survive in Pettis County, but the main 
concentration of identified structures is in Cedar Township. While the 
details vary from building to building, this early, southern-influenced 
architecture often included pedimented porticos, transomed and sidelighted 
entrances, multiple-paned windows, small attic windows on the gable ends, 
and interior detailing in the classical mode. 

In the 1830sacounty road system began with the Jefferson City-Independence 
Road as a top priority. This 20-foot wide road passed through Georgetown 
and Warrensburg (in Johnson County) on its route to Independence. It was 
cleared of large stumps and then maintained through mandatory county 
labor. The older Santa Fe Trail was north of Pettis County, but it also 
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served the region through its proximity to the Missouri River traffic 
(Show-Me RPC 1981:20). Other early Pettis County roads included the 
Georgetown-Arrow Rock Road, the Georgetown-Boonville Road, the Georgetown­
Windsor Road, the Longwood-Pleasant Green Road, the Springfield-Boonville 
Trail, the Cape Girardeau-Lexington Road and the Farmers City-Arrow Rock 
Road as shown on Maps Kand L. Roads continued to be established and 
modified throughout the 19th century. Stagecoach routes followed some of 
them, such as the Boonville-Bolivar Stage Coach line which served George­
town, St. Helena and other early communities (McVey 1972: 33). A small 
brick building north of Longwood (Form No. 59) has been mentioned as a 
possible stagecoach stop, but additional research is needed before this 
can be confirmed. 

In addition to Pin Hook/St. Helena, another important early settlement 
that flourished and then faded was Hermantown, in Longwood Township. The 
site of Hermantown was somewhat north of the present unincorporated community 
of Longwood, on Heaths Creek in what was still Cooper County at the time of 
settlement. Georgetown, Postal, Kemp Corners, Arator and Buncomb were a few 
of the settlements that followed Pin Hook and Hermantown. By the late 1830s, 
a group of settlers from the Rhineland area in Germany had arrived in the 
vicinity of Bahner in southeastern Pettis County. But for several years 
the main concentration of population was in and around Pettis County's first 
11 permanent 11 county seat, Georgetown. 

In 1836, a state convention was held in St. Louis to consider possible 
trans- Missouri railroad routes. The convention recommended the immediate 
construction of two lines across the state, but the depression of 1837 put 
the project on hold. In 1849, St. Louis was the site of11a national railroad 
convention. Thomas Hart Benton and others recommended construction of a 
line between St. Louis and San Francisco. In 1851, the Hannibal & St. 
Joseph and the Pacific Railroads received state grants to begin laying 
track. By 1855, the Pacific line reached from St. Louis to Jefferson 
City. Construction was largely financed by subscriptions from the areas 
through which the railroads passed. Topography virtually dictated that 
the route would follow the southern bank of the Missouri River as far as 
Jefferson City, but two options were available after that for either an 
inland route or a river route. Promoters competed to see who could raise 
the most money. The inland route was more direct and was necessary if 
the area south of the already-prosperous river towns was to be developed. 
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Bond elections were held in the counties along both of the proposed routes 
(Meyer 1970: 256-257). 

In Pettis County, the main organizer of support for the ridge route 
was Georgetown's George R. Smith. Ultimately, Smith persuaded Pettis County 
residents to contribute $170,000, an amount equal to 40% of the county's 
assessed valuation. Despite their greater wealth, Lafayette County and the 
other river counties west of Jefferson City failed to raise as much money 
as the inland counties (Show-Me RPC 1981: 30). 

Railroad development significantly altered the landscape, causing the 
creation of new towns and sealing the fate of those bypassed by the routes. 
Since the Pacific Railroad would not travel through existing Pettis County 
towns, new ones were platted along the surveyed route in anticipation of a 
"boom." As the track approached the eastern border of the county in 1859, 
Priceville, Fanner's City and Combsville were quickly platted. When the 
residents of still-thriving Georgetown ignored Smith's urgings to move their 
town three miles south to the right-of-way, Smith purchased land from Absalom 
McVey and platted a new town, Sedville. In 1860, he changed the name to the 
more familiar Sedalia. 

When construction stopped a few miles east of Sedalia, William Coombs 
platted a new town there and named it Smith's City in appreciation of Smith's 
efforts in obtaining the railroad. Construction resumed and the railroad 
reached Sedalia early in 1861. But the Civil War disrupted construction, and 
this time the delay lasted nearly three years, enabling Sedalia to grow and 
prosper as a railroad terminus. As the railhead, Sedalia became the center 
of trade with the southwest and was a base of supplies for Union troops. 
Sedalia is said to have been the region's only town to clearly benefit from 
the war ( Show-Me RPC 1981: 31-38). 

To the east, Smith's City (today, Smithton) became self-sustaining 
but the other platted railroad towns of Priceville, Farmer's City and Combs­
ville were doomed. 

No significant Civil War battles were fought in Pettis County although 
there were raids and skirmishes. 

By late 1863, wartime activity had declined enough for work to resume 
on the Pacific Railroad. When construction halted a few miles west of Sedalia, 
the town of Dresden was platted. In 1866, the town of Boomer (today, La 
Monte) was platted about halfway between Dresden and the Johnson County 
border. Today La Monte is a viable community and Dresden also survives but 
is unincorporated. 38 



Following the Pacific Railroad (later the Missouri Pacific), various 
other railroads were constructed in Pettis County. In 1870, the Lexington­
St. Louis Railroad was completed between Sedalia and Lexington. This rail­
road led to the platting of two more towns, Hughesville and Houstonia. In 
southwestern Pettis County, the Missouri, Kansas & Texas Railway (Katy) route 
from Sedalia to Fort Scott caused the cattle trail settlement of Green Ridge 
to move south about a mile to the present town site. The void in the south­
ern portion of the county was filled in 1880 when a narrow gauge line was 
comp 1 eted between Seda 1 i a and Warsaw (Show-Me RPC 1981: 38-45). 

Meanwhile, Sedalla grew rapidly. By 1865, Sedalia's population had 
reached 1,000 and the county seat was moved there from Georgetown. By 1870, 
the population had jumped to 4,560. By 1880, it had increased to 9,561. 
By 1890, it had reached 14,068. After that the rate of growth slowed but 
Sedalia continued to gain population well into the 20th century, although 
this apparently stifled the development of other nearby towns. Table 1 
traces the population history of the county. 

Many of the I-Houses which survive in rural Pettis County were 
constructed during the first two or three decades after the Civil War. 
Unlike the antebellum mansions built around Georgetown, the later I-Houses 
were more simply made (usually) and often lacked anything resembling a 
portico. There was considerable variation within the general parameters 
of the form, but when an I-House from this period was embellished, it was 
usually along Victorian rather than classical lines. Thanks to the rail­
roads, relatively inexpensive pre-cut Victorian detailing was readily 
available from distant mills including turned porch supports, spindlework, 
brackets, etc. As the turn of the century approached, larger houses with 
increasingly complex rooflines apparently gained in popularity. Some of 
these houses would be equipped with running water and acetylene lighting 
systems despite their distance from urban centers. 

After the Civil War as the rural population increased, many farmers 
objected to wagon roads cutting through their fields. As a result, public 
roads were laid out along section or property lines. This lengthened dis­
tances between many points but the new roads were more easily traversed. 
Sometimes hills were smoothed over, hollows filled in and metal truss bridges 
erected over the local streams (Show-r1e RPC 1981: 46). Agriculture and rail-

roading were the main industries in Pettis County, and the improved road 
system made it easier for farmers to transport their crops to railheads. 
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The Katy selected Sedalia for its headquarters and the Missouri 
Pacific which replaced the Pacific Railroad built extensive shops there. 
The shops remain and are still used, although on a much smaller scale than 
when they provided employment for several hundred workers. 

In 1896, Pettis Countians went to the polls with voters across the 
state to decide whether the capital would remain in Jefferson City or be 
"removed" to the larger, more cosmopolitan Sedalia. But the proposal 
only carried in Kansas City and seven counties: Pettis, Johnson, Saline, 
Henry, Benton, Cooper and Polk. Lafayette Countians, perhaps still 
smarting over the outcome of the railroad issue decades earlier, were 
among those voting to leave the capital in Jefferson City. 

In 1901, Sedalia was awarded the state fair on the basis of its high 
bid and, no doubt, its relative accessibility. This guaranteed a periodic 
economic boost for the entire county. 

Since the Depression, depopulation has been a serious problem as many 
moved to Kansas City, St. Louis and other urban areas to find employ­
ment. Since World War Two, the loss of railroads has drained many of the 
smaller towns of what had been their lifeblood. 

Of "modern" developments, the Farm Security Administration's Osage 
Farms resettlement project of the late 1930s and early 1940s is of particular 
interest since many of the buildings which suddenly dotted the landscape 
survive. During World War One, the northern townships had been intensively 
farmed with resulting soil depletion and erosion. After the government 
purchased land for the project, improved farming methods including 
terracing were introduced (Clawson 1943: 26). 
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PART VI 

ARCHITECTURAL CODE 

In addition to the basic building forms, many "academic" architectural 
styles are found in rural Pettis County. The following coding system, with 
photographic illustrations, was used to indicate distribution throughout the 
17 townships surveyed: 

C = Commercial 

Commercial. The C designation signifies various types of structures appar­
ently used for commercial purposes originally, provided that they are of 
pre-World War Two vintage. On the maps, no distinction is made between the 
various styles or uses. The above example is in Longwood. 

CC = Cornbelt Cube 

Cornbelt Cube. The CC or American Foursquare house has a squarish plan with 
a hipped or pyramidal roof. With sufficient elaboration, the CC form becomes 
one of the academic styles such as Italianate. Brick examples such as this 
one in Green Ridge Township are seldom found in rural Pettis County. The CC 
house is either 2 or 2~ stories. Forty-five CC houses were observed and are 44 
so coded. 



Ch = Church 

Church. Church buildings, if sufficiently old and relatively unaltered, 
are indicated by the designation Ch. Churches were always coded by their 
function rather than by their style, i.e., Gothic Revival, Queen Anne, etc. 
Twenty-one church buildings were inventoried or noted in rural Pettis County. 
This example is the old Union Church, in Heaths Creek Township. Churches also 
are indicated by the standard symbol of a square with a cross. 

Colonial Revival; Dutch Colonial Revival. 

Co/DC = Colonial Revival or 
Dutch Colonial Revival 

While quite a few houses display at 
least some Colonial Revival elements, good older examples were rare in rural Pet­
tis County. Much more common was the Dutch Colonial Revival type with its gambrel 
roof, shown above. All older houses with gambrel roofs were identified as DC, 
regardless of the amount of Colonial Revival detailing present. The house shown 
above is in Houstonia Township. Eight residential structures were coded as 
Co or DC in rural Pettis County. Note: Some houses with gambrel roofs also 
were built in the late 1930s in Pettis County by the Farm Security Administra- 45 
tion. These later 11 DCs 11 are coded as OF for Osage Farm. 



G = Gable-Front 

Gable-Front. This form may be plain or complex, as in this bungaloid example 
in Bahner. Simpler versions lack even a porch. Gable-front bungalows are included 
in this category. 1, l~ , or 2 stories. A total of 138 structures were so-coded 
in rural Pettis County. 

GM = Multiple-Gable 

Multiple-Gable. Multiple-gabled houses (gable & wing and cross-gabled) are 
coded as GM. The intersecting gables may create two, three, or four wings with 
gables at the same plane or on different planes. With its gable detailing, this 
example at LaMonte is almost a Queen Anne. Notice the curved, wraparound porch, 
a common Pettis County form. A total of 414 GMs were observed . 

Go = Gothic Revival 

Gothic Revival. Steeply-pitched roofs, usually with steep cross gables, are 
present on Gothic Revival houses. Windows typically extend into the gables as 
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well. Decorated vergeboards appear on many examples, along with various 
other forms of Victorian detailing. 1, l~, 2 stories. This Gothic Revival 
house is in Smithton Township. In rural Pettis County, seven houses were 
coded as Go. Note: If a church building had Gothic Revival features, it 
was nonetheless coded as a church (Ch). 

GR Greek Revival 

Greek Revival. Greek Revival houses typically have low-pitched roofs with a 
cornice emphasized by a wide band of trim. Porticos are supported by prominent 
classic columns and topped with a pediment. Elaborate door surrounds with 
sidelights and transom windows are commonly found. 1, l~, 2 stories. The 
one-story example shown above is in Smithton Township. Fifteen GR houses 
were observed and so coded in rural Pettis County. 

GS = Side-Gabled 

Side-Gabled. The range is from simple Hall & Parlor types (above) to larger, 
massed-plan versions ~nd relatively ornate bungalows with Craftsman styling. 
Consequently, a relatively large number of GS houses were observed in Pettis 
County--343. 1, l~, 2 stories. The house in the illustration is in Cedar 
Township, and presumably was used as a tenant house. 
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I = I-House 

I-House. I-Houses are always side-gabled and two-storied. Various arrange-
ments of chimneys, porches, windows, doors and rearward extensions are found. 
This example in Lake Creek Township has a front gable as well. Depending on the 
amount and type of trim, the I-House may become one of the formal styles such as 
Greek Revival or Gothic Revival, etc. In rural Pettis County, 159 I-Houses were 
observed. 

It= Italianate 

Italianate. Decorative brackets at the eaves are almost mandatory for this 
style, although in some examples they have been removed. Elaborate window 
crowns are sometimes found but tend to be subdued in rural Pettis County. Roofs 
typically are low-pitched and hipped. Bay windows and other Victorian el~ments 
are common. 1, 1~, 2, 2~ stories. Twelve Italianate-styled houses were coded 
in rural Pettis County. The one depicted above is in LaMonte. 

L = Log House 
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Log Structure. Pre-railroad folk structures built of logs. No good, 
standing example was found in the survey area--although several old log 
houses are undoubtedly enclosed and concealed by later construction. This 
example in LaMonte Township is of undetermined age and origin. 

N = New 

New. This category covers houses built within the past two decades or so, 
regardless of the style or type of architecture. Included are split-level 
and other contemporary forms as well as modern versions of older styles. 
Although an effort was made to distinguish new houses from postwar houses (see 
below), some overlapping undoubtedly occurred with new houses identified as 
postwar and vice versa. In rural Pettis County, 2,517 houses were codes as 
new. 

Ne = Neoclassical 

Neoclassical. A full-height porch roof supported by classic columns and two 
or more stories are hallmarks of this uncommon area style. Only two good Neo­
classical buildings were found in rural Pettis County, and one of them was 
this church in Smithton. (Since the above building is a church, it was coded 
as such rather than as Neoclassical.) 
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OF = Osage Farm 

Osage Farm. The OF is not a specific form of house, but for the purposes of this 
survey, all houses built by the Farm Security Administration to house Depression­
crippled farmers were so-identified. Gable-front, side-gabled, and gambrel-roofed 
versions were built. This front-gabled house is in Hughesville Township. Thirty­
three examples were found in rural Pettis County. 

P = Pyrami da 1 

Pyramidal. In its typical form, the Pyramidal house is similar to the Cornbelt 
Cube (described above), but only of one story. In this survey, the category also 
includes elongated bungaloid houses with pyramidal or hipped roofs. The total 
number of Pyramidal houses counted in rural Pettis County was 118. 

P2 = Pyramidal (2-storied) 

P2 (Pyramidal 2-storied). In rural Pettis County, several 11 I-Houses 11 were 
constructed with hipped instead of gabled roofs. These were coded as P2, along 
with other more complex forms which nonetheless had insufficient detailing to 
be classified as a formal style. Thirty-nine P2 houses were observed. This one 
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is in Cedar Township. It has a rearward extension of one story and Victorian 
detailing. 

Pr = Prairie Vernacular 

Prairie Vernacular. An emphasis on horizontal lines, wide eaves and banks 
of windows are hallmarks of the Prairie style. Rural Pettis County examples 

typically contained only a few Prairie elements and were described as Prairie 
Vernacular on the inventory sheets. This Houstonia example is more eclectic 
than most, with classical and Craftsman elements competing for attention. Eight 

Prairie Vernacular houses were found in rural Pettis County. 

PW = Postwar 

Postwar. This group includes relatively simple 11 shoebox 11 forms constructed 

during or shortly after World War Two. The intention was to classify as Postwar 
those houses built during the 1940s and into the early 1960s to meet community 
housing needs. Considerable overlapping with houses coded as new undoubtedly 

occurred but in general, the Postwar houses somewhat older. In rural Pettis 
County, 768 houses were designated as Postwar on the survey maps . 
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QA = Queen Anne 

Queen Anne. QAs typically are complex, multiple-gabled houses with relatively 
steep roofs. External surfaces are varied to avoid a flat appearance. Cutaway 
bay windows, patterned shingles in gables, turned porch supports, spindlework 
and leaded glass are often found. 1, l~, 2, 2~ stories. Thirty-four houses 
were described as Queen Anne in rural Pettis County. This one is in Smithton. 

S = Schoolhouse 

Schoolhouse. Although the front-gabled version may be somewhat more common, 
a wide range of floor plans was used for rural schoolhouses in Pettis County. A 
few good examples survive but several of the old schoolhouses have been torn down 
or converted into private homes. Others serve as community centers, storage 
buildings or are vacant. Thirty-two schoolhouses were counted. This ex?mple 
is the old Scott School in Heaths Creek Township. 

SB = Saltbox 

Saltbox. The Saltbox house has a rearward extension of the main roof slope, 
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resulting in an old-fashioned saltbox shape and hence its name. l~ stories. 

Five SB houses were observed in rural Pettis County, including this example 
in Heaths Creek Township. 

Sh = Shingle 

Shingle. Wall-cladding of continuous wood shingles (including around the 
corners) is essential. The facade is usually asymmetrical. The roof is usually 

steeply-pitched. The true Shingle-style house will have structural features 

in common with other Victorian types such as Queen Anne, Stick, Second Empire, 

etc. Only one "good" Shingle house was found in rural Pettis County, in Sedalia 
Township. 

St = Stack House 

Stack House. A single room "stacked" on top of another single room produces 

the so-called Stack House. The roof may be gabled or, as in this Heaths Creek 
Township example, hipped. There often is a rearward addition which serves as 

a kitchen. Such houses probably were often used as tenant houses. In this 

example, a porch has been removed. 
rural Pettis County. 

Five Stack houses were observed in 

53 



V = Vernacular 

Vernacular. Vernacular-coded buildings were too eclectic to be placed within 
any other category. In the above example, Classical and Cr.aftsman elements are 
found in a large side-gabled house. (It could also be coded as a GS or Side-
Gabled house, since this category includes the Craftsman bungalow.) A vernacular 
bouse also may be 11 a localized structure representative of a common building 
style. 11 Fifty-seven houses were coded as Vernacular in rural Pettis County. 
The above is in Hughesville Township. 

X = Mobile Home 

Mobile Home. Mobile homes (including 11 double-wides 11 )are indicated on the 
survey maps by the symbol X. In rural Pettis County, 684 structures were 
identified as mobile homes. 
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PART VII 

ARCHITECTURAL SUMMARY AND SURVEY RESULTS 

If the number of inventory sheets they generated is used as an 
indicator, the northern third of Pettis County (Blackwater, Houstonia, 
Hughesville, Longwood and Heaths Creek Townships) plus Cedar Township 

in the central portion and Lake Creek Township in the southeast contain 
the best concentration of architecturally significant properties outside 
of Sedalia. Of these seven townships, the most productive were Houstonia 
and Hughesville, considering the total number of observed properties and 
the number of inventory sheets resulting from the survey in those areas. 

Using the same indicator, the least productive zone consisted of Dresden, 
Elk Fork, Prairie and Washington Townships. La Monte Township also pro­
duced few inventory data sheets outside of the city of La Monte. The 

townships of Bowling Green, Smithton, Flat Creek and Green Ridge were 
median. Map Q indicates the number of inventory sheets and the 
range of identification numbers for each township. 

A primary product of the Pettis County survey was a numerical distri­
bution of various architectural types and styles. These data will be 
presented and discussed below, by township. 

The ubiquitous I-House was seen in every township, but generally in 
somewhat smaller quantities than anticipated. The strongest 11 concentration 11 

appeared to be in the southeast part of the county, specifically Flat Creek 
Township (14), Smithton Township (12), Smithton City (12), and Lake Creek 
Township (11). Since this area also contained relatively large numbers of 
unsurveyed structures (because of terrain not visible from public roads), 
the concentration may be somewhat higher than indicated. The other three 

corners of the county also have relatively high quantities of I-Houses: Green 
Ridge Township, bordering Johnson, Henry and Benton Counties in the southwest 
corner (15, including four in the city of Green Ridge); Heaths Creek Township, 
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bordering Saline and Cooper Counties in the northeast corner (12); and 
Blackwater Township, bordering Johnson, Lafayette and Saline Counties in 
the northwest corner (9). Altogether, 159 buildings were coded as I-Houses 
in Pettis County. 

Many of the Pettis County I-Houses had rearward extensions of two 
stories. The three-bay facade was most common, with a symmetrical arrange­
~nt of windows and doors. A front gable also was common. In some cases, 
the front-gabled examples contained sufficient features for the house to be 
coded according to a fonnal style, such as Gothic Revival. The two-story 
Greek Revival houses in Pettis County are basically I-Houses with classical 
elements. The coded I-Houses, however, are relatively plain examples with 
occasional Victorian detailing. 

Most of the basic building types and several of the fonnal archi­
tectural styles described by McAlester, among others, were observed in 
rural Pettis County. Textbook examples of some academic styles are 
uncommon or nonexistent, however. For example, of the 26 houses coded as 
Queen Anne, quite a few would be disappointing to a purist. Typically, 
they are minimal examples with an asymmetrical facade, patterned shingles, 
a bay window or two and perhaps some Eastlake trim. Some exceptional Queen 
Anne houses within the survey area include the Lyle House (Form No. 119), 
the McClure House (Fann No. 37), and the house described on Form No. 
143. 

Although the field team was extremely generous in its coding, no 
Second Empire house was observed. Neoclassical is represented by a church 
in Smithton (Fann No. 144) and a house in Houstonia (Form No. 34). The only 
Shingle style house (in terms of form as well as use of shingles) was found 
in Sedalia Township (Form No. 132). The Prairie style is limited to eight 
vernacular examples, one of which is the McConnell House in Houstonia (Fann 
No. 15). The Gothic Revival style shows up well in several churches including 
the Blackwater Chapel in Blackwater Township (Fann No. 7) and St. John the 
Evangelist Church in Lake Creek Township (Form No. 175), as well as in 
residential architecture such as the Cook House in Smithton Township 
(Form No. 146), but it is not a common style in rural Pettis County. There 
are some interesting Italianate houses and Blackwater Township has two of 
the best in the Prigmore House (Form No. 3) and the Shanks House (Form No. 

/ 

8). Other well-defined Italianate houses include the R. S. Lower House 
57 



in Longwood Township (Form No. 68), the White House (Form No. 96) and 
the Reavis House (Form No. 97), both in the city of La Monte, and the 
Henry Jones House (Form No. 81), in Heaths Creek Township. 

The Greek Revival style (and antebellum houses in general) fares 
relatively well in rural Pettis County, especially in Cedar Township where 
eight of the 17 Greek Revival-coded houses were identified. Because slavery 
was allowed in Missouri, many southerners were drawn to the area who estab­
lished a strong plantation tradition along the Missouri River. The southern 
influence on regional architecture is perhaps reflected in pre-Civil War 
census data. In 1840, according to the census, nearly one person in 
five (19%) was a slave in Pettis County. By comparison, Lafayette County 
to the northwest had a slave population of 29% while Johnson County to 
the west was only 12% slave. This is insufficient evidence to generalize 
that Pettis County was intermediate of the three counties in terms of its 
southern ties. But assuming comparable attrition rates for antebellum 
mansions in plantation settings, Lafayette County does have the largest 
number of such houses today, followed by Pettis County and then Johnson 
County. Lafayette County had its plantations, while Johnson County appar­
ently focused more on small farms involved in corn and hog production. Pettis 
County fell somewhere in between. 

One of Cedar Township's Greek Revival houses, the General David Thomson 
House, is already listed on the National Register of Historic Places. The 
other Cedar Township examples of Greek Revival architecture include the 
Lewis Redd Major House (Form No. 102), the Richard Gentry House (Form No. 
106), the William Gentry House (Form No. 112), the Reuben J. Gentry House 
(Form No. 116), and the Ellis House (Form No. 115). The Mccurdy House 
(Form No. 104) seems to be a Federal/Greek Revival combination leaning 
strongly toward Federal. The Female Academy (Form No. 113) also has 
Greek Revival elements, although it is a highly vernacular example. The 
total number of antebellum houses and other structures has not been de­
termined in Cedar Township much less in Pettis County. lilt several of 
the buildings which have been identified appear to be potentially eligible 
for listing on the National Register. These are discussed in greater detail 
in the section on Determination of Possible Significance. Some antebellums un­
doubtedly "slipped through" and were coded as, for example, I-Houses. 

No appropriately fanlighted examples of the Federal (or Adam) style 
were found dating from the proper period (1821-1843, according to the chronology 
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for Missouri developed by James Denny, Bob Flanders and Lynn Morrow). 
However, an interesting ca. 1890s Federal/Adam-style brick schoolhouse 
exists in Georgetown (Form No. 110). The previously cited Mccurdy House 
(Form No. 104) has a Federal look but no fanlight. Earlier academic styles 
were not found in rural Pettis County, nor should they have been unless 
the construction was out of its stylistic chronology. Pioneer settlement 
in Pettis County apparently did not begin until 1815-1820. 

The county's only pre-railroad folk house fashioned from logs (although 
it does not appear to be of pioneer vintage) was found in La Monte Town­
ship (Form No. 85). Many other log-walled examples no doubt exist, but 
they are difficult to find if their surfaces have been modernized. Numer­
o u·s buildings can be found with frames made from hewn logs, but these 
were not intended as log structures per se. The ca. 1840s John S. Jones 
House in Longwood Township (Form No. 65) was constructed around a ca. 
1830s log cabin, but the 11 new 11 house was a sprawling Greek Revival. The 
ca. 1819 log house of Pettis County pioneer Reuben E. Gentry exists within 
the walls of a two-story frame house in Cedar Township. The log house 
in La Monte Township (Form No. 85) is in dilapidated, partially collapsed 
condition, but is nonetheless interesting. Chinking is readily visible 
where the wood siding is missing. The square-hewn logs are secured at 
the corners with square notching, and pegging is used for additional sta­
bility. This building does not appear on any of the historic township plat 
maps. During the late 1800s, the land was owned by the Rucker family. 

To be coded as an I-House, an otherwise eligible structure had to 
have a side-gabled rather than a hipped roof. This is according to the 
definition by Kniffen and any number of other architectural historians. 
In rural Pettis County, quite a few 11 I-Houses 11 (in all other respects) 
were not counted as I-Houses because of their hipped roofs. An example 
of this type of building is the Curran House in Cedar Township (Form No. 
111). These hipped-roof 11 I-Houses 11 were coded as P2 (Pyramidal 2-story) 
to distinguish them from the squarish Cornbelt Cube or American Foursquare 
(CC) and one-story Pyramidal (P) houses. Multiple-winged examples of 
hipped roof houses also were placed in this category, unless they had 
sufficient detailing to be coded as one of the academic styles. Altogether, 

35 houses were coded as P2 in rural Pettis County. This category was not 
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used in the recent Johnson County, where the form apparently was much 
less common. 

Several interesting examples of the early 20th century Craftsman 
bungalow were found. The side-gabled variety was especially well-repre­
sented. An example of this type of house is the H. W. Jones House in 
Hughesville Township (Form No. 40). Because minimal Craftsman bungalows 
were relatively common in the survey area, this type was coded as GS (Side­
Gabl ed). The total number of GS houses was 343, making it the second 
most common form of pre-1940 house (after GM, or Multiple-Gabled, of which 
414 were reported). 

Two other rather common older house forms were the Front-Gabled (G) 
and the one-story Pyramidal (P). These forms totaled 138 and 118, 
respectively. The largest concentrations of one-story Pyramidal houses 
was in Blackwater Township (12), Flat Creek Township (11), and the city 
of Green Ridge (20). In Green Ridge, 12% of the city's 173 surveyed 
buildings were of this form. The squarish little houses are diffused 
throughout Green Ridge, a town founded in 1870 when the Missouri, Kansas & 
Texas Railway came through western Pettis County. The percentage un­
doubtedly would have been higher a few years ago. 

"New" houses (those which appeared to the field team to have been 
built after 1960 or so) accounted for nearly half (2,517, or 44.2%) of 
all residential properties surveyed. When the Postwar homes (1940s-
1950s or so), Mobile Homes and double-wides are added to the count of 
New houses, the percentage of housing built after 1940 climbs to 69.7%. 
"Older" houses (those which appeared to the research team to have been 
built prior to 1940) totaled 1,443 or 25.3%. The remainder of the rural 
Pettis County count consists of 281 non-residential buildings inventoried 
or otherwise noted plus non-surveyed properties (or 4.9%). As expected, 

the townships around Sedalia were found to contain most of the newer 
buildings. Sedalia, Flat Creek and Smithton Townships in particular 

have seen rapid deve 1 opment s i nee Wor 1 d War Two. 

An interesting finding of the rural Pettis County survey pertained to 

porch forms. Scores of frame farmhouses as well as city houses built 
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around the turn of the century were designed with curved porches that 
often wrapped around three sides of a front-facing wing. No pattern of 
distribution was observed and no count was made, but the curved porches 
are widespread. Curved porches are much less common in adjacent Johnson 
County where the builders apparently favored simpler L-shaped configura­
tions. (L-shaped porches also remain the dominant form in Pettis County.) For 
a Bowling Green Township example of a curved porch, see Form No. 118. For 
a Houstonia Township example, see Form No. 12. 

* * * * * 

As previously stated, a primary product of the Pettis County survey 
was a numerical distribution of various architectural types and styles. The 
collected data are presented by townships (Table 2) and by incorporated 
areas (Table 3). Table 4 shows the percentages of the total number of 
surveyed buildings and structures within the county. The total was 5,693. 
Table 5 presents the percentages of each type in relation to the total 
reported. 

Sedalia Township and Smithton Township were the most heavily developed 
of the county's 17 townships, together accounting for 29% of the buildings 
counted. As expected because of its proximity to the region's largest city, 
Sedalia, Sedalia Township contained the greatest number of surveyed build­
ings, 847 (17.9%). The next highest township percentages were from Smithton 
Township (12.8%) and Flat Creek Township (10.4%). Smithton Township contains 
the city of Smithton, whose buildings if added to those in the unincorporated 
area would total 804 or 14.1% of the entire county exclusive of Sedalia. (In­
corporated Sedalia was not part of the survey, and its thousands of buildings 
are not reflected in the data.) Flat Creek Township, the third-ranked town­
ship in terms of numbers of buildings surveyed, contains no incorporated 
areas. Flat Creek Township was the most developed of the townships con­
taining only unincorporated area, presumably because of its proximity to 
both Sedalia Township and Smithton Township. 

Pettis County's townships are presented in alphabetical order for the 
following discussion: 

BLACKWATER TOWNSHIP 
Blackwater Township in the northwest corner of Pettis County borders 

Johnson, Lafayette and Saline Counties. It is relatively sparsely populated 
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Table 2 PETTIS COUNTY, MISSOURI 

(RURAL DISTRIBUTION OF BUILDINGS BY TYPE OR STYLE, 1988) 
TOWNSHIP New PW x G GS GM P CC P2 V Co/DC Go GR It Pr QA SB St Sh l OF sl Ch2 c2 NS e3 

TOTALS4 
Bl ackwa ter5 46 
Bowling Green 122 
Cedar6 96 
Dresden? 91 
Elk Fork 53 
Flat Creek 280 
Green RidgcB 45 
Heaths Creek 61 
Houstonia 9 30 
HughesvillelO 37 
La Monte11 62 
Lake Creek 42 
Longwood12 44 
Prairie ~79 

Sedalia13 475 
Smithton14 425 
Washington 85 

13 20 

33 14 
35 89 
33 47 
25 27 
49 60 
32 13 
24 25 
14 8 
16 9 
16 13 
16 17 
16 15 
27 15 

150 150 
30 50 
38 31 

11 15 
8 22 
4 16 
9 20 
5 8 
6 20 

10 15 
5 25 
3 4 

4 12 
4 14 
2 13 
7 18 
5 17 
6 22 

13 14 
13 11 

19 
28 
21 
22 

15 
16 
19 
25 
7 

8 

15 
17 
25 
12 
20 
23 

12 

9 

4 
7 

7 

5 

14 
11 

12 
6 

3 

4 

11 

8 

9 

4 

12 
9 

12 
7 
4 

3 

5 

11 

6 

5 

3 

4 

6 

1 

3 

6 

0 

5 

3 

3 

1 
3 

3 

4 

2 
2 

1 

2 

6 

3 

0 

1 

1 

1 

3 

3 

1 

4 
2 

2 

o 
0 

4 

4 

4 

1 

2 

2 

2 

2 

o 
3 

2 

o 
3 
2 

2 

3 

6 

5 

2 

0 

1 

0 

6 

5 

4 

2 

7 

2 

Totals: 2173 567 603 115 266 304 135 84 38 35 50 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

2 

0 

0 

2 

1 

8 
lRural scboolhouses inventoried or noted only. Some coded schoolhouses were not cont1rmed as schoolhouses but were included for possible further study. 2Churches and convnercial buildings inventoried or noted only. This should be considered an advisory rather tnan a comprehensive listing. 
3sridges inventoried only; some metal pony truss bridges may not have been counted. 
4Bridges not included in totals regardless of whether selected for inventory. 50unksburg, an unincorporated area, is included in Blackwater Township totals. 6Georgetown, an unincorporated area, is included in Cedar Township totals. 
7oresden, unincorporated, is included in Dresden Township totals. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

2 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

1 
8 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

o 
0 

3 

0 

0 

1 

0 

6 17 

4 

0 
1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

7 

1 

0 
0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

1 
0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

3 

3 

1 

1 

0 

6 

0 

2 

4 

1 

5 26 

0 

0 
0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5 

1 0 

1 0 
0 0 

0 0 

0 0 

0 0 

0 0 

1 0 

0 0 
0 0 

0 0 

0 0 
0 0 

0 0 
1 1 

0 0 

0 0 

0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 

0 0 
0 0 

0 0 
0 6 

0 5 

0 16 
1 0 

0 0 

0 6 

0 0 

0 0 

0 0 
0 0 

3 

3 

1 

1 

5 

3 

3 

2 

3 

2 

3 

1 

1 

1 

2 
2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

13 1 

20 1 
9 0 

14 2 
7 3 

23 2 
5 3 

17 2 
1 0 

4 1 

5 2 
30 1 

6 4 

9 0 

10 0 
9 1 

11 1 

4 1 1 33 31 16 9 193 24 

176 
272 
305 
254 
161 
495 
170 
226 

91 
129 
146 
166 
177 

290 
847 
603 
224 

4732 
Bsee individual listing of cities for Green Ridge and Windsor portions of Pettis County. 
9see Table 2 for Houstonia (incorporated) data. 

lOsee Table 2 for Hughesville (incorporated) data. 11see Table 2 for La Monte (incorporated) data. 12Longwood (unincorporated) data are included in Longwood Township totals. 13Not included are tourist courts, motels and closely-spaced seasonal dwellings. 14see Table 2 for Smithton (incorporated) data. 



Table 3 

CITY 

Green Ridge 
Houstonia 
Hughesville 
La Monte 

· Smithton 
Windsor 5 

Totals 
(Cities)6 

1 
N PW x G 

64 38 7 3 

8 20 18 5 
20 13 8 2 

170 67 42 4 

52 62 5 9 

30 1 1 0 

344 201 81 23 

PETTIS COUNTY. MISSOURI 

(URBAN DISTRIBUTION OF BUILDINGS BY TYPE OR STYLE, 1988) 

GS GM p cc P2 v Co/DC Go GR It Ne Pr QA SB 

12 19 4 20 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 o 0 0 0 
18 21 3 3 3 2 0 0 0 0 1 1 2 3 0 
3 9 1 2 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 o o 

21 36 4 6 1 1 3 0 0 0 3 0 0 3 0 
23 25 12 3 0 1 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 2 0 
0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 o 0 0 0 0 0 

77 110 24 34 7 4 5 o 1 o s 1 3 8 0 

TOTALS 
(Cities & 
Uni ncorp.) 2517 768 684 138 343 414 159 118 45 39 55 8 7 17 12 1 8 34 5 

1Apartment buildings and senior housing units were not counted. _ -

St Sh L OF s2 Ch 2 c2 NS B3 TOTALS 4 

o 0 0 0 4 o 0 173 
1 0 o 0 2 10 0 0 121 
0 0 0 0 5 0 0 66 
o 0 0 0 l · 5 o 0 367 
o 0 0 0 2 3 0 0 201 
0 0 0 0 0 o 0 0 0 33 

1 0 0 0 5 27 0 0 961 

5 1 1 33 31 21 36 193 24 5693 

2unless included in inventory, churches, schools and corrmercial buildings in incorporated areas were not counted. An exception is the Fa. 1860 Smithton Corrrnunity Church which, although not inventoried because of exterior alterations. is noted. 3Bridges selected for inventory only; a few metal pony truss bridges exist in addition to those counted, as well as newer bridges. 4Totals do not include bridges regardless of whether selected for inventory. 
5
0nly that small portion of Windsor, a city straddling Henry and Pettis Counties, which is located in Pettis County is included in count. 6sedalia not included. 
Note: The above data are based on a survey conducted from late September 1987 through April 1988. Although an effort was made to drive all public roads, it was impossible to obtain a precise count of buildings. Numerous private roads, inaccessible terrain ana the difficulties of surveying within heavily urbanized areas all reduced the accuracy of the data presented above. The least accurate data are from townships containing numerous subdivisions and trailer parks, where the counts of New, Postwar, Mobile Homes and Double-Wides are based in part on estimates. (Sedalia Township, for example, was difficult to survey accurately for the above reason.) "Not Surveyed" (NS) is indicated where a house is depicted on the 1982 Missouri. Highway Map for Pettis County but because of the terrain, could not be clearly seen or in some cases could not be seen at all. Such 11 NS 11 houses may or may not have existed at the time ot the survey, since the highway map indicates numerous houses which do not exist. 



Tab 1 e 4 

PETTIS COUNTY, MISSOURI 

SUMMARY STATISTICS ON ARCHITECTURAL SURVEY 

Township · Total Number of Buildings Surveyed Percent of Total 

Unincorp. Inc. Total 
Blac kwater 176 176 3.09% 
Bowling Green 272 272 4. 77% 
Cedar 305 305 5.35% 
Dresden 254 254 4.46% 
Elk Fork 161 161 2.82% 
Flat Creek 495 495 8.69% 
Green Ridge 170 2061 376 6.60% 
Heaths Creek 226 226 3.96% 
Houstonia 91 1212 212 3.72% 
Hughesvi 11 e 129 663 195 3.42% 
La Monte 146 3674 513 9.01% 

Lake Creek 166 166 2.91% 

Longwood 177 177 3.10% 

Prairie 290 290 5.09% 

Sedalia 847 5 847 14.87% 

Smithton 603 2016 804 14.12% 

Washington 224 224 3.93% 

4,732 961 5,693 99.91% 

1Green Ridge (city) and the Pettis County portion of Windsor are included. 

2Includes the city of Houstonia. 
3Includes the city of Hughesville. 

4Includes the city of La Monte. 
5Incorporated Sedalia was not part ·of the survey area. 
6rncludes the city of Smithton. 
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Table !l 

PETTIS COUNTY, MISSOURI 

ARCHITECTURAL TYPES' OR STYLES IN RELATION TO TOTAL NUMBER OF BUILDINGS SURVEYED 

Type/Style 

New 
Postwar 
Mobile Homes/Double-Wides 
Gable-Front 
Side-Gabled 
Multiple-Gabled 
I-Houses 
Pyramidal (I-Story) 
Cornbelt Cube 
Pyramidal (2-Story) 
Vernacular 

Colonial Revival/Dutch Colonial 
Gothic Revival 
Greek Revival/Federal 

Italianate 
Neoclassical 
Prairie Vernacular 
Queen Anne 
Salt Box 
Stack 
Shingle 
Log Structures 
Osage Farm Houses 
Schools 
Churches 
Commercial Structures 
Not Surveyed 

Per Cent of Total (5,693) 

44.21 % 
13.49 % 

12.01 % 
2.42 % 
6.02 % 
7.27 % 
2.79 % 

2.07 % 
0.79 % 
0.68 % 
1.00 % 
0.14 % 
0 .12 % 

0. 29 % 

0.21 % 
0.01 % 
0 .14 % 

0.59 % 
0.08 % 

0.08 % 
0.01 % 

0.01 % 
0.57 % 
0.54 % 

0.36 % 
0.63 % 
3.39 % 

99. 92 % 
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and contains no incorporated areas. Dunksburg and Stokley, two unincorporated 

areas, are in Blackwater Township. The old Rowletta post office, once a stop 

on the Georgetown-Lexington stage coach route, has been dropped from current 

plat maps. A total of 176 buildings and structures were surveyed and recorded 

on the Blackwater Township map. The survey findings indicate the following 
distribution: 

New houses 

Postwar houses 

Mobile homes 

Front-Gabled 

Side-Gabled 

Multiple-Gabled 
I-Houses 
Pyramidal (1) 

Cornbelt Cube 
Pyramidal (2) 

Greek Revival 

Italianate 
Prairie 

Queen Anne 

Stack houses 

Schools 
Churches 

26.1% 

7.4% 
11.4% 
6.3% 

8.5% 
10.8% 
5.1% 

6.8% 
1. 7% 
0.6% 
0.6% 

2.2% 
0.6% 

1.1% 

0.6% 

1. 7% 
0.6% 

Commercial 0.6% 

Unsurveyed properties--which may or may not still exist--amounted to 

7.4% of the total 
The nine inventory data sheets prepared for Blackwater Township include 

one abandoned ca . 1865 Italianate/Greek Revival structure known as the Chip­

man House (Form 5); a fine Gothic Revival church (Blackwater Chapel, Form 5); 

a brick Italianate house constructed in the 1850s and rebuilt in 1885, known 

as the Shanks House (Form 8); a frame Italianate built in 1858 and expanded 

in the 1870s, known as the Prigmore House (Form 3); a Prairie Vernacular 

farmhouse erected in 1913 (Smith House, Form 4); and a small, ca. 1900 

medical office originally used by Dr. R. S. Tyler, of Dunksburg (Form 2). 

The other Blackwater Township inventory sheets were prepared for two frame 

houses and a metal truss bridge. 
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Blackwater Township contains four properties with Italianate elements, 
a small enough number (only 2.2% of the total), but more than any other 
township or area outside of Sedalia. No dramatic proportion of type or 
style was indicated by the survey results, however. 

Blackwater Township is one of the oldest organized townships in Pettis 
County, dating from 1833. The topography of the elongated township ranges 
from woody hills to rolling prairie and streams lined by timber, which is 
a fairly typical configuration for much of Pettis County. 

Dunksburg, also unofficially called Sigel, is said to have been laid 
out by B. F. Dunkley in 1858. Dunkley opened a store and the town grew 
around it, partially in Pettis County and partially in Johnson County, on 
the east. 

BOWLING GREEN TOWNSHIP 

Bowling Green Township is a congressional township in east-central 
Pettis County, along the Cooper County border. It contains no incorporated 
area. The small village of Beaman, just north of the old Katy right-of-way, 
is in Bowling Green Township. The village contains several residences, most 
of which are new or postwar, plus a church, store, and fire department build­
ing. None was selected for a detailed description. A total of 272 buildings 
and structures were surveyed and recorded on the Bowling Green Township 
map . The survey findings indicate the following distribution: 

New houses 44.9% 
Postwar houses 12.1% 

Mobile homes 5.1% 
Front-Gabled 2.9% 
Side-Gabled 8.1% 
Multiple-Gabled 10. 3% 

I-Houses 1. 5% 
Pyramidal (1) 2.6% 
Cornbelt Cube 0.4% 
Pyrami da 1 (2) 1. 5% 

Vernacular 1.1% 
Greek Revival 0.4% 

Queen Anne 0.4% 
Stack houses 0.4% 

68 



PETTIS COUNTY 

BOWLING GREEN TOWNSHIP 

69 



Churches 
Commercial 

0.7% 
0.4% 

The 20 unsurveyed properties in Bowling Green Township amounted to 
7.4% of the total. 

The eight inventory data sheets prepared for Bowling Green Township 
include a Queen Anne/Gothic Revival mansion apparently once known as the 
Lyle House (Form No. 119), and a one-story brick residence best known as 
the Louis M. Monsees House (Form No. 124). The Lyle House is believed to 
have been built in the 1890s or early 1900s. The Monsees House is said to 
date from 1.866. Mr. Monsees was a well-known breeder of donkeys and his 
farm was widely known as the Limestone Valley Farm. The other six inventory 
data sheets were prepared for five houses and a Pratt half-hip bridge. 

Bowling Green Township has typical Pettis County topography for an 
area of township size: gently rolling prairie with occasional flat stretches 
and timber-lined streams. 

CEDAR TOWNSHIP 
Cedar Township is in east-central Pettis County, just north of Sedalia 

and Sedalia Township . Although Cedar Township is one of the county's three 
smallest townships in terms of area (with Houstonia and Sedalia), it proved 
a rich area for architectural resources. The unincorporated village of 
Georgetown, laid out in 1835 by Kentuckian David Thomson, is in Cedar Town­
ship. The county's largest concentration of antebellum structures (at least 

eight,the survey indicated) is in Cedar Township. A total of 305 buildings 
and structures were surveyed and recorded on the Cedar Township map. The 
survey findings indicate the following distribution: 

New houses 31.5% 
Postwar houses 11.5% 

Mobile homes 29.2% 
Front-Gabled 1.3% 
Side-Gabled 5.2% 
Multiple-Gabled 6.9% 

I-Houses 2.3% 
Pyramidal (1) 1.3% 
Cornbelt Cube 1.0% 
Pyramidal (2) 0.7% 
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Vernacular 0.7% 
Dutch Colonial 0.3% 
Greek Revival 2.6% 
Italianate 0.3% 
Schoolhouses 1.0% 
Churches 0.7% 
Commercial 0.7% 

Unsurveyed properties in Cedar Township amounted to 3.0% of the 
to ta 1. 

The 15 inventory data forms prepared for Cedar Township include 
seven Greek Revival houses (Form Nos. 102, 104, 106, 112, 113, 115 and 
116), a brick smokehouse (Form No. 103), two schoolhouses (Form Nos. 105 
and 110), the Buena Vista Nursing Home (Form No. 114), a representative 
example of a "P2" house, two commercial buildings and a church. Four of 
the inventoried properties are in Georgetown, which flourished as a trading 
center prior to the Civil War. Georgetown, the county's second county seat, 
faded after the Missouri Pacific railroad route bypassed it to the south. 
Several of the Cedar Township properties appear potentially eligible for 
listing on the National Register, either as individual structures or as 
part of a thematic nomination. They will be discussed in the section 
on Determination of Possible Significance. 

It may be noted that the property form or style percentages for Cedar 
Township indicate an unusually high proportion of Mobile Homes and double­
wides (29.2%). The vast majority of the township's mobile homes, however, 
are located in two large trailer parks rather than diffused throughout the 
area. 

Cedar Township is somewhat more rolling and timbered than some of the 
other townships. The northern half which includes Bothwell State Park (and 
the John Bothwell mansion) is especially hilly and scenic. 

DRESDEN TOWNSHIP 
Organized in 1873, Dresden Township is a congressional township in 

westcentral Pettis County. The railroad-fostered town of Dresden (unin-
corporated) is near the township center. Laid out in 1863, Drewden enjoyed 
temporary importance as a shipping and trading point but then dwindled 
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as Sedalia prospered. None of the Dresden structures was selected for a 

detailed description. A total of 254 buildings and structures were surveyed 

and recorded on the Dresden Township map. The survey findings indicate the 
following distribution: 

New houses 
Postwar houses 
Mobile Homes 

Front-Gabled 
Side-Gabled 

Multiple-Gabled 
I-Houses 

Pyramidal (1) 
Cornbelt Cube 
Pyramidal (2) 

Vernacular 
Greek Revival 
Schoolhouses 

35.8% 
13.0% 
18.5% 
3.5% 
7.9% 
8.7% 
2.8% 

1. 2% 
1. 2% 
0.8% 
0.8% 
0.4% 
0.4% 

The 14 nonsurveyed buildings in Dresden Township accounted for 5.5% 

of the total. 

Inventory data sheets were prepared for three structures in Dresden 

Township. One was the two-story Connor House, a frame building with Greek 

Revival detailing (Form No. 99). The other two inventory sheets were for 

Pratt bridges. 

ELK FORK TOWNSHIP 

Elk Fork Township in southwestern Pettis County is adjacent to the 

Johnson County border. The entire congressional township is unincorporated. 

No viable unincorporated community exists. The site of the old Bertha Post 

Office, in the northern part of the township, was not detected. A total of 

161 buildings and structures were surveyed and recorded on the Elk Fork Town­

ship map. The survey findings indicate the following distribution: 

/ New houses 32.9% 
Postwar houses 15.5% 

Mobile Homes 16.8% 

Front-Gabled 3.1% 
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Side-Gabled 5.0% 
Multiple-Gabled 9.3% 
I-Houses 3.1% 
Pyramidal (1) 3.1% 
Cornbelt Cube 2.5% 
Vernacular 1. 7% 
Prairie 0.6% 
Schoolhouses 0.6% 
Churches 1.2% 

The seven unsurveyed properties in Elk Fork Township comprised 4.3% 
of the total. 

Three of the four inventory data sheets prepared for Elk Fork Township 
were for Warren and Pratt-type bridges. The fourth was for the Eldorado 
United Methodist Church, a Victorian building constructed in 1923 (Form No. 
128). 

FLAT CREEK TOWNSHIP 

Flat Creek Township in southeastern Pettis County is bounded on the 
north by Flat Creek (south of Sedalia) and on the south by Benton County. The 
hamlet .of Spring Fork is in Flat Creek Township, and is unincorporated. No 
longer shown on plat or highway maps are White's Station and Dumpville, which 
at the turn of the century were post offices on the old Sedalia, Warsaw & 
Southern Railroad. A total of 495 buildings and structures were surveyed 
and recorded on the Flat Creek Township map. This was a relatively high 
number, with most of the congestion in the developing area south of Flat 
Creek. 

The survey findings indicate the following distribution: 

New houses 56.6% 
Postwar houses 9.9% 
Mobile Homes 12.1% 
Front-Gabled 1. 2% 
Side-Gabled 4.0% 
Multiple-Gabled 3.2% 

I-Houses 2.8% 
Pyramidal ( 1) 2.2% 
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Cornbelt Cube 0.4% 

Vernacular 1.2% 
Queen Anne 0.4% 
Schoolhouses 1.0% 
Churches 0.2% 

Unsurveyed properties amounted to 4.6% of the total in Flat Creek Town­
ship. 

Although there were no striking findings, it should perhaps be noted 
that Flat Creek Township had the most I-Houses (14) of the strictly unincorporated 
townships and the second largest quantity of one-story pyramidal-roofed houses (11). 

The seven inventory data forms prepared for Flat Creek Township include 
two interesting Queen Anne-style houses (Form Nos. 166 and 168), the old stone­
piered converted railroad bridge (Fonn No. 162), a rural church building, a 
schoolhouse, another residence and a Pratt pony bridge. 

GREEN RIDGE TOWNSHIP 

Green Ridge Township is an elongated township in southwestern Pettis 
County. It is bounded on the west by Henry and Johnson Counties and on the 
south by Benton County. It contains the city of Green Ridge (population 488), 
a sliver of the city of Windsor (most of which is in Henry County), and the 
unincorporated hamlet of Bryson. A total of 170 buildings and structures were 
surveyed and recorded on the unincorporated Green Ridge Township map. In 
addition, 173 buildings and structures were surveyed in the city of Green 
Ridge and 33 were surveyed in Windsor. The survey findings indicate the 
following distribution: 

Unincorporated Incorporated 

New houses 26.5% New houses 45.6% 

Postwar houses 18.8% Postwar houses 18.9% 

Mobile Homes 7.6% Mobile Homes 3. 9% 
Front-Gabled 5.9% Front-Gabled 1. 5% 

Side-Gabled 8.8% Side-Gabled 5.8% 

Multiple-Gabled 11. 2% Multiple-Gabled 9.2% 

I-Houses 6.5% I-Houses 1. 9% 

Pyramidal ( 1) 3.5% Pyramidal ( 1) 9.7% 

Cornbelt Cube 1. 2% Cornbelt Cube 0.5% 
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Pyramidal (2) 2.4% Pyramidal (2) 0.0% 
Vernacular 2. 9% Vernacular 0.5% 
Schoolhouses 1.8% Schoolhouses 0.0% 
Italianate 0.0% Italianate 0.5% 
Commercial 0.0% Commercial 1. 9% 

Unsurveyed properties amounted to 2.9% of the total in unincorporated 
Green Ridge Township, a relatively low percentage due mainly to the excellent 
conditions for surveying . 

Eleven inventory data forms were prepared for Green Ridge Township. The 
forms were prepared for four commercial buildings and a residence in Green 
Ridge, a ca. 1852 Windsor. res i dence .(the ~Jeeden Majors House, Form No.157), two 

other residences, two metal truss bridges and the old Windsor railroad 
trestle (Form No. 158). The Green Ridge buildings include a former hotel, a 
former hardware store, a former newspaper office and a former automobile 
dealership garage. 

Including incorporated areas, Green Ridge Township had 15 I-Houses. Only 

Smithton Township had more. 

HEATHS CREEK TOWNSHIP 

Heaths Creek Township is in the northeast corner of Pettis County. Some 
of Pettis County's earliest settlers came to Heaths Creek Township, an elongated 
township said to have more miles of stream than any other part of the county. 
Heaths Creek Township includes the unincorporated hamlet of Postal, one of 
the county's older settlements. The old Lookout Post Office no longer 

exists. A total of 226 buildings and structures were surveyed and recorded 
on the Heaths Creek Township map. The survey findings indicate the following 

distribution: 

New houses 27.0% 

Postwar houses 10.6% 

Mobile Homes 11.1% 

Front-Gabled 2.2% 

Side-Gabled 11.1% 

Multiple-Gabled 11.1% 

I-Houses 5.3% 

Pyramidal (1) 2.2% 
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Cornbelt Cube 0.4% 
Pyramidal (2) 1.8% 
Vernacular 0.8% 
Greek Revival 0.4% 
Italianate 0.4% 
Queen Anne 1.3% 
Saltbox 1.3% 
Stack houses 0.4% 
Osage Farm houses 2.7% 
Schoolhouses 1.3% 
Churches 0.4% 
Commercial 0.4% 

Unsurveyed properties amounted to 7.5% of the total in Heaths Creek 
Township. 

While its geography helped it attract early settlement, Heaths Creek 
Township was bypassed by the railroads and failed to develop any important 
trading centers. However, it contains an interesting assortment of architectural 
resources. Thirteen inventory data forms were prepared for Heaths Creek Town­
ship. Included are the Henry Jones House, a brick Italianate constructed in 
1878 (Form No. 81), the deteriorated ca. 1850s Scott House (Form No. 77), and 
the buildings of Bois d' Arc, a depression-era fanning cooperative constructed 
by the Farm Security Administration (Form No. 75). The other inventory data 
sheets were prepared for two churches, two schoolhouses, one commercial 
building, three residences and two Pratt bridges. 

Three of the five structures that were coded as Saltbox-style residences 
were found in Heaths Creek Township. 

HOUSTONIA TOWNSHIP 

Houstonia Township is an irregular-shaped area of mostly open prairie 
bounded on the north by Saline County. The only incorporated area is Houstonia, 
a town platted in the 1370s on the Lexington-St.Louis Railroad. Houstonia's 
population in 1980 was 327. Unincorporated Houstonia Township is the most 
sparsely developed of any township in Pettis County . A total of 91 buildings 
and structures were surveyed and recorded in the unincorporated area. Another 
121 buildings were surveyed and recorded in Houstonia (city). The survey 
findings indicate the following distribution: 
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Unincorporated 
New houses 

Postwar houses 
Mobile Homes 

Front-Gabled 
Side-Gabled 

Multiple-Gabled 
I-Houses 
Pyrami da 1 ( 1) 

Cornbelt Cube 

Pyramidal (2) 
Dutch Colonial 

Queen Anne 
Osage Farm houses 
Italianate 

Neoclassical 

Prairie 
Stack houses 
Churches 
Commercial 

33.0% 
15.4% 

8.8% 

3.3% 
4.4% 
7.7% 
6.6% 
3.3% 

2.2% 

4.4% 
1.1% 
3.3% 

5.5% 
0.0% 
0.0% 

0.0% 
0.0% 
0.0% 
0.0% 

Incorporated 
New houses 

Postwar houses 

Mobile Homes 
Front-Gabled 
Side-Gabled 

Multiple-Gabled 
I-Houses 
Pyramidal (1) 
Cornbelt Cube 
Pyramidal (2) 
Dutch Colonial 
Queen Anne 

Osage Farm Houses 
Italianate 
Neoclassical 
Prairie 
Stack houses 

Churches 
Commercial 

6.6% 
16.5% 

14.9% 

4.1% 
14.9% 

17.4% 
2.4% 
2.4% 
2.4% 

1. 7% 
0.0% 

2.4% 
0.0% 
0.8% 
0.8% 
1. 7% 
0.8% 

1. 7% 
8.3% 

Unsurveyed properties amounted to 1.1% of the total. In this case, 1.1% 

was the equivalent of only one unit of residential property--which may or may 
not exist today. 

Twenty-one of the 28 inventory data forms prepared for Houstonia Town­

ship were for commercial and residential buildings within the city of Hous­
tonia. Houstonia has a small but interesting collection of one and two-story 
brick commercial buildings from the late 1890s and early 1900s. Some of 
the buildings retain portions of their original cast iron storefronts. The 
Houstonia Community Church (Form No. 17) is a good example of a Craftsman­
styled church building. The Tuck House (Fonn No. 34) is the only Neoclassical 

style residence in the inventory. The spacious but dilapidated McClure House 
(Form No. 37) is an interesting rural example of Queen Anne architecture. 

The Houstonia Township inventory forms are for 16 residences, 10 commercial 
buildings, and two churches. The township also is within the Osage Farms 
government housing project, represented by five residential structures and their 

associated buildings. 
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HUGHESVILLE TOWNSHIP 

Hughesville Township is an irregular-shaped area of mostly open prairie 

in northcentral Pettis County. Hughesville Township was created from portions 
of Houstonia and Longwood Townships. The only incorporated area is Hughesville, 
a former cattle shipping center on the Lexington-St. Louis (later the Missouri­
Pacific) Railroad, with a 1980 population of 152. The old Finch P.O. has 
disappeared from contemporary maps. A total of 129 buildings and structures 

were surveyed and recorded in the unincorporated part of the township. Another 

66 buildings were surveyed and recorded in Hughesville. The survey findings 
indicate the following distribution: 

Unincorporated Incorporated 
New houses 28.7% New houses 30.3% 
Postwar houses 12.4% Postwar houses 19.7% 
Mobile Homes 7.0% Mobile Homes 12.1% 
Front-Gabled 3.1% Front-Gabled 3. 0% 
Side-Gabled 9.3% Side-Gabled 4.5% 
Multiple-Gabled 6.2% Multiple-Gabled 13.6% 
I-Houses 2.3% I-Houses 1.5% 
Pyramidal ( 1) 3.1% Pyramidal ( 1) 3.0% 
Cornbelt Cube 4.7% Cornbe lt Cube 3.0% 

-

Pyramidal (2) 0.7% Pyramidal (2) 0.0% 
Vernacular 0.7% Vernacular 0.0% 
Gothic Revival 1.6% Gothic Revival 0.0% 
Greek Revival 0.7% Greek Revival 0.0% 
Prairie 1. 6% Prairie 1. 5% 
Queen Anne 0.7% Queen Anne 0.0% 
Osage Farm houses 12.4% Osage Farm houses 0.0% 
Schoolhouses 1.6% Schoolhouses 0.0% 
Commercial 0.0% Commercial 7.5% 

Unsurveyed properties amounted to 3. 1% of the total in unincorporated Hughes-
ville Township. 

The 17 inventory data forms prepared for Hughesville Township were for 
eight residences, five commercial buildings (all in Hughesville), two school­
houses, a cooperative government farm and a metal truss bridge. One of the 

residences is the ca. 1850s Durley House, a dilapidated frame mansion at the 
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end of a cedar lane (Form No. 41). The government farm was known as Hillview, 
Inc., and is described on Form No. 51. Hughesville Township contains more 
of the government farm buildings--built by the Farm Security Administration 
to help depression-stricken farmers and their families--than any other town­
ship in Pettis County. Sixteen of the 33 surveyed "Osage Farm" residences 
are in Hughesville Township, as well as numerous barns, silos and other 
support buildings. 

LA MONTE TOWNSHIP 

La Monte Township is a congressional township in west-central Pettis 
County, bordered on the west by Johnson County. The topography is gently 
undulating. Timber is found along the banks of streams. La Monte, laid 
out in 1866 and temporarily known as Boomer, is the township's only incorporated 
area. La Monte, a railroad town bisected by the Missouri-Pacific right-of-way, 
today has the second largest population in Pettis County, after Sedalia. The 
1980 population was 1,054. A total of 146 buildings and other structures were 
surveyed and recorded in the unincorporated part of the township. Another 
367 buildings were surveyed and recorded in La Monte. The survey findings 
indicate the following distribution: 

Unincorporated 
New houses 42.5% 
Postwar houses 11.0% 
Mobile Homes 8.9% 
Front-Gabled 2.7% 
Side-Gabled 
Multiple-Gabled 

I-Houses 
Pyramidal (1) 
Cornbelt Cube 

Pyramidal (2) 
Queen Anne 
Log houses 
Vernacular 
Italianate 
Churches 
Commercial 

9.6% 
10.3% 

2.7% 
4.1% 
2.1% 
1.4% 
0.7% 
0.7% 
0.0% 
0.0% 
0.0% 
0.0% 

Incorporated 
New houses 46.3% 
Postwar houses 
Mobile Homes 
Front-Gabled 
Side-Gabled 
Multiple-Gabled 

I-Houses 
Pyramidal (1) 
Cornbelt Cube 
Pyramidal (2) 
Queen Anne 
Log houses 
Vernacular 
Italianate 
Churches 
Commercial 

18.3% 
11.4% 

1.1% 
5.7% 
9.8% 
1.1% 
1. 6% 
0.2% 

0.2% 
0.8% 

0.0% 
0.8% 
0.8% 
0.2% 
1.4% 
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Unsurveyed properties amounted to 3.4% of the total in La Monte Town­
ship. 

Eleven of the 14 inventory data sheets prepared for La Monte Township 
were for buildings in the city of La Monte. Included were six residences (five 
in the city), five commercial structures (all in the city), one church (city) 
and two bridges. The rural residence was for a partially-collapsed log house 
of undetermined history (Form No. 85). The La Monte buildings include the 
ca. 1914 Greek Revival-style former city hall (Form No. 89), two late 1880s-
1890s bank buildings, one of which is still used as a bank (Form Nos. 91 and 
92), a ca. 1900 blacksmith shop (Form No. 90), and two Italianate-style resi­
dences (Form Nos. 96 and 97). 

LAKE CREEK TOWNSHIP 

Lake Creek Township is a congressional township in the southeastern 
corner of Pettis County. It is bordered by Benton County on the south and 
Morgan County on the east. There are no incorporated areas in Lake Creek 
Township. Two old post offices (Lamb and Lutman) have vanished but the 
hamlet of Bahner survives in Section 21. A total of 166 buildings and other 
structures were surveyed and recorded in Lake Creek Township. The survey 
findings indicate the following distribution: 

New houses 25.3% 
Postwar houses 9.6% 
Mobile Homes 10.2% 
Front-Gabled 1.2% 
Side-Gabled 7.8% 
Multiple-Gabled 10. 2% 
I-Houses 7.2% 
Pyramidal ( 1) 0.6% 
Pyramidal (2) 1. 2% 
Vernacular 3.6% 
Dutch Colonial 0.6% 
Gothic Revival 0.6% 
Saltbox houses 0.6% 
Schoolhouses 1.8% 
Churches 0.6% 
Commercial 0.6% 
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Because of wooded terrain and a relatively large number of residences 
at the end of private roads, the percentage of unsurveyed properties in Lake 
Creek Township was rather high at 18.1%. 

Inventory data forms were prepared for 12 buildings and structures 
including five residences, three schoolhouses, two church buildings, one 
commercial building and a Pratt pony bridge. 

The Bahner buildings include the St. John Church and School complex (Form 
Nos. 174 a~d 175) and a ca. 1860s general store (Form No. 172). Also in Lake 
Creek Township, the Schwensen House near the Benton County line is an impressive 
Victorian-styled residence (Fonn No. 179), as is the Schupp House (Form No. 
180). 

LONGWOOD TOWNSHIP 

Longwood Township is an irregular-shaped township in northeastern Pettis 
County. While among the earliest of the townships to be settled, Longwood Town­
ship was not organized until 1873. The site of Pin Hook (later St. Helena), the 
first county seat, was along Muddy Creek southwest of where the present hamlet 
of Newland is indicated on the county highway map. A historical marker has 
been placed on the north side of Muddy Creek, along Pin Hook/Wasson Road, just 
off Highway EE. The unincorporated village of Longwood is south of the original 
settlement of Hermantown, one of the township's oldest communities. The "for­
gotten" post offices of Longwood Township--Thornleigh, Kemp, and Tedieville--have 
apparently disappeared, at least from contemporary maps. A total of 177 build­
ings and other structures were surveyed and recorded in Longwood Township. The 
survey findings indicate the following distribution: 

New houses 24.9% 
Postwar houses 9.0% 
Mobile Homes 8.5% 
Front-Gabled 4.0% 
Side-Gabled 10.2% 
Multiple-Gabled 14.1% 
I-Houses 4.5% 
Pyramidal (1) 1.7% 
Cornbelt Cube 0.6% 
Pyramidal (2) 1.1% 
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Vernacular 2.8% 
Dutch Colonial 1.1% 
Gothic Revival 0.6% 
Greek Revival 1. 7% 
Italianate 0.6% 
Prairie 0.6% 
Queen Anne 3.4% 
Saltbox houses 0.6% 
Osage Farm houses 3.4% 
Schoolhouses 1.1% 
Churches 1. 7% 
Commercial 0.6% 

Unsurveyed properties amounted to 3.4% of the total in Longwood Town­

ship. 

The 17 inventory data forms filed for Longwood Township include 10 

residences, one commercial building, two FSA-built government houses, and four 

metal bridges. The oldest of the bridges was built in 1884 across Heaths 

Creek (Form No. 57). The other inventory forms include the R. S. Lower 

House, a ca. 1900 Colonial Revival style residence (Form No. 64); the ca. 

1840s John S. Jones House (Form No. 65); and the W. E. Taylor House north 

of Longwood (Form No. 59). The Jones House is not clearly visible from a 

public road. 
Longwood Township contains six of the county's 33 known FSA-built 

government houses although inventory forms were completed for only two of 

them. 

PRAIRIE TOWNSHIP 

Prairie Township is a congressional township in southcentral Pettis 

County. Much of Prairie Township is gently rolling, relatively open country­

side. Prairie Township contains no incorporated areas. The former post 

office of Pauline has apparently vanished. The former post office of Camp 

Branch on the Katy Railroad is no longer shown on maps, but a few houses 

survive at the site. A total of 290 buildings and other structures were 

surveyed and recorded in Prairie Township. The survey findings indicate 

the following distribution: 
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New houses 61.7% 
Postwar houses 9.3% 
Mobile Homes 5.2% 
Front-Gabled 1. 7% 
Side-Gabled 5.9% 
Multiple-Gabled 4.1% 
I-Houses 3.1% 
Pyramidal ( 1) 2.1% 
Cornbelt Cube 0.3% 
Pyramidal (2) 0.7% 
Vernacular 1.4% 
Schoolhouses 1.0% 
Churches 0.3% 

Unsurveyed properties amounted to 3.1% of the total in Prairie Township. 
The two inventory data sheets completed for Prairie Township were for the 

old Quisenberry School (Form No. 129) and the old Camp Branch School (Form No. 
130). 

SEDALIA TOWNSHIP 
Sedalia Township near the central portion of Pettis County contains the 

city of Sedalia, which was not part of the present survey. Sedalia is the 
only incorporated area in Sedalia Township, and was surveyed in two stages 
in 1981 and 1984. The township, bounded by Flat Creek along the south, 
contains relatively large numbers of buildings constructed after World War 
Two. A total of 847 buildings and structures were surveyed and recorded in 
Sedalia Township, more than any other township in Pettis County. The survey 
findings indicate the following distribution: 

New houses 56.1% 
Postwar houses 17.7% 
Mobile Homes 17.7% 
Front-Gabled 0.7% 
Side-Gabled 2.6% 
Multiple-Gabled 2.4% 
I-Houses 0.5% 
Cornbelt Cube 0.1% 
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Vernacular 0.2% 
Queen Anne 0.2% 
Stack houses 0.1% 
Shingle 0.1% 
Schoolhouses 0.1% 
Churches 0.1% 
Commercial 0.1% 

Data from Sedalia Township are partially based on estimates. Conse­

quently, these data are less accurate than from other parts of Pettis Coun­
ty. Surveying in Sedalia Township was less efficient because of the large 
number of subdivisions and trailer parks. It also was not practical to 

submit an accurate percentage for unsurveyed properties in Sedalia Township. 

Although a figure of 1.2% of unsurveyed properties is provided, this represents 
only the percentage of known unsurveyed properties. 

The most dramatic proportion in Sedalia Township is the extremely high 
number of newer (New, Postwar, Mobile Homes) buildings. While the numbers are 
dramatic, they are not unexpected. The proximity to Sedalia (the city is 

totally encompassed by the township) explains this development. The survey 

indicated that 91.5% of the structures fall into one of the three categories 
for newer buildings. During the decade ending in 1980, the rural population 
of Pettis County increased approximately 38% overall. 

The four inventory data sheets completed for Sedalia Township are for 
two residential buildings, a church and a schoolhouse. One of the residential 
buildings is an uncommon Shingle style house (Form No. 132). The schoolhouse 
is the old McVey School (Fann No. 131). The use of brick instead of wood was 

an uncommon choice in a one-room schoolhouse. 

SMITHTON TOWNSHIP 

Smithton Township is a congressional township in southeastern Pettis 
County, bordered on the east by Cooper and Morgan Counties. Smithton, population 

559 in 1980, is the only incorporated area in Smithton Township. The land is 
gently undulating prairie except along streams where it is more broken and 

timbered. Smithton was laid out when the Missouri Pacific Railroad crossed 
Smithton Township in the early 1860s. Farmer~s City, Pricevill~, Arator and 
Combsville eventually faded and then disappeared. Both Smithton (originally 
called Smith's City) and Smithton Township are named after the man most highly 
credited with helping bring the railroad through the area, George R. Smith. 
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A total of 603 buildings and structures were surveyed and recorded in 
the unincorporated part of the township. Another 201 buildings were surveyed 
and recorded in Smithton. The survey findings indicate the following distri­
bution: 

Unincorporated Incorporated 
New houses 70.5% New houses 25.9% 
Postwar houses 5.0% Postwar houses 30.8% 
Mobile Homes 8.3% Mobile Homes 2.5% 
Front-Gabled 2.2% Front-Gabled 4.5% 
Side-Gabled 2.3% Side-Gabled 11.4% 
Multiple-Gabled 3.8% Multiple-Gabled 12.4% 
I-Houses 2.0% I-Houses 6.0% 
Pyrami da 1 ( 1) 0.8% Pyramidal ( 1) 1. 5% 
Cornbelt Cube 0.5% Cornbelt Cube 0.0% 
Pyramidal (2) 0.5% Pyramidal (2) 0.5% 
Vernacular 1.2% Vernacular 0.5% 
Dutch Colonial 0.3% Dutch Colonial 0.0% 
Gothic Revival 0.2% Gothic Revival 0.5% 
Greek Revival 0.2% Greek Revival 0.0% 
Queen Anne 0.7% Queen Anne 1.0% 
Churches 0.2% Churches 1.0% 
Commercial 0.0% Commercial 1. 5% 

to 1.5% of the total in Smithton Township. 
the northwestern part of Smithton Township 

is heavily developed, survey data for the township are partially based on 
estimates. The percentage of unsurveyed properties represents only the 

Unsurveyed properties amounted 
It should be pointed out that since 

known unsurveyed. 
Based on the findings, Smithton Township is an especially rewarding 

area for viewing I-Houses. Twelve were identified in the unincorporated area 
and another 12 were observed in Smithton. The total of 24 was high for Pettis 
County. 

Fourteen inventory data forms were completed for Smithton Township, including 
seven for incorporated Smithton. They were for nine residences, three commercial 
buildings, a church and a metal bridge. The Rudy House (Form No. 135) is probably 
the county's most fully realized (but badly deteriorated) example of a one-story 
Greek Revival house. 
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WASHINGTON TOWNSHIP 
Washington Township is an elongated township in southcentral Pettis 

County. Benton County is to the south. There is no incorporated area in 
Washington Township. Manila, a hamlet, is south of the township center. The 
former Washington Township post office of Ionia exists today in Benton County. 
The topography is largely rolling prairie with timber in the bottoms. A 
total of 224 buildings and other structures were surveyed and recorded in 
Washington Township. The survey findings indicate the following distribu­
tion: 

New houses 37.9% 
Postwar houses 17.0% 
Mobile Homes 13.8% 
Front-Gabled 5.8% 
Side-Gabled 4.9% 
Multiple-Gabled 5.4% 
I-Houses 4.0% 
Pyramidal (1) 1.3% 
Cornbelt Cube 1.3% 
Pyramidal (2) 0.9% 
Vernacular 0.9% 
Dutch Colonial 0.4% 
Queen Anne 0.4% 
Schoolhouses 0.4% 
Commercial 0.4% 

Unsurveyed properties amounted to 4.9% of the total in Washington 
Township. 

The two inventory data sheets prepared for Washington Township properties 
were for a schoolhouse and a Pratt bridge. The old Manila School (Form No. 
160) contains some interesting "sunburst" trim in its front gables. 
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PART VI II 

DETERMINATION OF POSSIBLE SIGNIFICANCE 

During the months of surveying, the research team developed a 
tentative list of structures with apparently high significance. But 
evaluation could not be · undertaken until the entire county had 
been surveyed. After completion of the 180 inventory data forms, the 
research team reexamined the completed data sheets and photographs. An 
attempt was made to weigh the significance of each structure locally 
as well as within the larger context of the county. Some structures 
were removed from the preliminary list at this point, but others were 
added and the total number of properties with apparently high significance 
increased. Additional research is recommended, however, for further 
development of the broad historical and architectural contexts at the 
local as well as county levels. Thematic time and place development 
needs to be addressed much more specifically than was possible within 
the timeframe of this project. 

The fact that a structure is included in the inventory, i.e., written 
up on a standard Missouri Office of Historic Preservation survey form, does 
not necessarily mean that it is superior in terms of its architecture to 
structures that were not included (although this was indeed one of the 
goals of the researchers). The field team usually saw a building only 
once, so the initial impression was all-important in determining whether 
it was included. Some otherwise fine examples were not included because 
their historic appearance had been distractingly altered. A few rather 
nondescript structures were included primarily because they were representative 
of a particular type of construction within the county. Buildings like the 
Shanks House, the Blackwater Chapel, the Prigmore House, the three Gentry 
Houses, the Jones House, the general store at Bahner, the old La Monte 
City Hall, the Lewis Redd Major House, the Female Academy and the Georgetown 
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Table 
6 

Form No. Historic Name or Owner* 
1 R. S. Tyler House 
2 Or. Tyler's Office 
3 B. F. Prigmore House 
4 Moses G. Smith House 
5 B. Y. Chipman House 
6 Wheeler House 
7 Blackwater Chapel 
8 Samuel Shanks House 
9 Bridge No. 039002.2 

10 Rhodus Residence 
11 C. H. Houchens House 
12 W. A. Vickery House 
13 G. H. Tevebaugh House 
14 United Methodist Church 
15 C. T. McConnell House 
16 R. M. Canifax House 
17 Houstonia Community Church 
18 Deal 's Garage 
19 Voight Bros. Hardware Co. 
20 Voight Bros. Hardware Co. 
21 Houstonia Bank 
22 Westbrook Hardware Co. 
23 J. C. Higgins House 
24 David Jenkins House 
25 Morris Hotel 
26 Williams House 
27 Warren's Tavern 
28 Farmers Bank of Houstonia 
29 U.S. Post Office 
30 OeLapp's Garage 
31 Houstonia City Hall 
32 James S. Sewell House 
33 Lee Stiles House 
34 F. H. Tuck House 
35 Lindsey Crews House 
36 J. W. Smith House 
37 Benjamin McClure House 
38 Bridge No. 119000.2 
39 Prairie Valley School 
40 H. W. Jones House 
41 L. H. Durley House 
42 E.S. & S.W.McClure House 
43 Grimes' Garage 
44 Mockbee General Store 
45 Bank of Hughesville 
46 Hughesville Cafe 
47 Bealert Hotel 
48 William Fowler House 
49 Meyer Residence 
50 Schroeder Residence 
51 Hillview, Inc., Coop.Farm 
52 Hughesville (Rural) Sctul 
53 J. R. Shelton House 
54 Callis House 
55 Cedar Bluff Stock Farm 
56 W. J. Reid House 
57 Bridge No. 123003.7 
58 Bridge No. 130001.8 
59 W. L. Taylor House 
60 Osage Farms Govt. House 
61 George Lower House 
62 Enmett O'Rear House 
63 O'Rear's General Store 
64 R. S. Lower House 
65 John S. Jones House 
66 Will A. Lower House 
67 Osage Farms Govt. House 
68 R. N. Lower House 
69 Ream Residence 
70 Bridge No. 451002.7 

TABLE 6 

PETTIS COUNTY, MISSOURI 

HISTORIC INVENTORY, 1988 

Location Type/Style Date 
Ounksburg, Blackwater Twp. CG (Folk Victorian) 1860s/1900 ca. 
Ounksburg, Blackwater Twp. Functional Viet. 1900 ca. 
S25,T48N,R23~J,Blackwater Twp. Italianate 1858/1870s ca. 
S36,T48N,R23W,Blackwater Twp. Prairie Vernacular 1913 
S6,T47N,R23W,Blackwater Twp. Ital./Greek Revival 1865 ca. 
S5,T47N,R23W,Blackwater Twp. Italianate 1890s ca. 
S5,T47N,R23W,Blackwater Twp. Gothic Revival 1882 
S8,T47N,R23W,Blackwater Twp. Italianate 1885 
S25,T47N,R23W,BlackwaterTwp. Pratt Pony 19 
S23,T48N,R22W,Houstonia Twp. Dutch Colonial Rev. 1915 
S26.T48N,R22W,Houstonia Twp. Queen Anne 1909 
S26,T48N,R22W,HoustoniaTwp. Queen Anne 1900 ca. 
S32,T48N,R22W,Houstonia Twp. Queen Anne 1908 
3rd & High Sts. ,Houstonia Gothic Revival 1870 ca. 
300 N.Broadway, Houstonia Prairie Vernacular 1920 ca. 
Olive Street, Houstonia CG (Folk Victorian) 1880s ca. 
2nd & High Sts., Houstonia Craftsman Vernacular 1917 ca. 
2nd & Olive Sts., Houstonia Functional Commercial 1920 ca. 
Walnut Street, Houstonia Functional Victorian 1890s ca. 
Walnut Street, Houstonia Functional Victorian 1890s ca. 
Walnut Street, Houstonia Functional Victorian 1890s ca. 
2nd & Walnut Sts., Houstonia Functional Victorian 1919 ca. 
S32,T48N,R22W, Houstonia Italianate 1870s ca. 
2nd & Broadway, Houstonia Gable & Wing (Folk Viet.) 1880s ca. 
2nd & Olive Sts., Houstonia Queen Anne 1910 ca. 
1st & Olive Sts., Houstonia Queen Anne 1890s ca. 
Walnut Street, Houstonia Functional Victorian 1910 ca. 
Walnut Street, Houstonia Functional Victorian 1915 ca. 
Walnut Street, Houstonia Functional Victorian 1920 ca. 
Walnut Street, Houstonia Functional Commercial 1920 ca. 
103 W.Walnut St. ,Houstonia Functional Victorian 1910 ca. 
1st & Swranit Sts., Hous·tonia Queen Anne 1910 ca. 
1st & Olive Sts., Houstonia P2 1910 ca. 
Tuck & Broadway, Houstonia Neoclassical 1905 ca. 
S5,T47N,R22W,Houstonia Twp. CG (Folk Victorian) 1890s ca. 
S3,T47N.R22W,Houstonia Twp. I-House (Folk Viet.) 1900 ca. 
S8.T47N,R22W,Houstonia Twp. Queen Anne 1905 ca. 
S5,T47N.R21W, Hughesville Twp. Warren Pony 19 
Sll,T47N,R22W,HughesvilleTwp. Pyramidal 1925 ca. 
S8,T47N,R21W,Hughesville Twp. Craftsman Bungalow 1914 
Sl6,T47N,R21W,HughesvilleTwp. Greek Revival 1850s ca . 
S21,T47N,R22W,HughesvilleTwp. P2 1900 ca. 
Mockbee Street, Hughesville Functional Con111ercial 1933 
624 Main St. ,Hughesville Functional Victorian 1895 ca. 
Main Street, Hughesville Functional Victorian 1900 ca. 
Main Street, Hughesville Functional Commercial 1930s ca. 
Main & MockbeeSts.,HughesviTie Functional Corm1ercial 1906 
S24,T47N,R22W,HughesvilleTwp. Gothic Revival 1880s ca. 
S24,T47N,R22\.l,HughesvilleTwp. AmericJn Foursquare(CC) 1910 ca. 
S20,T47N,R21W,HughesvilleTwp. Craftsman Vernacular 1920s ca. 
S29,T47N,R22W,HughesvilleTwp. Gabled & Side-Gabled 1937-38ca. 
S26,T47N,R22W,HughesvilleTwp. Pyramidal 1920 ca. 
S26,T47N,R22W,HughesvilleTwp. Prairie Vernacular 1925 ca. 
S36,T47N,R22W,HughesvilleTwp. Prairie Vernacular 1915 ca. 
Sl9,T48N,R2rn, Long\"ood Twp. Victorian Vernacular 1890s ca. 
S21,T48N,R21W, Long\'JOOd Twp. Queen Anne 1910 ca. 
S27/34,T48N,R21W,LongwoodTwp. Pratt Through-Truss 1884 
S25,T48N,R21W, Longwood Twp. Pratt Through-Truss 19 
S25,T48N,R21W, Longwood Twp. Vernacular Folk House 1840s ca. 
S31,T48N,R21W, Longwood Twp. Side-Gabled 1938 ca. 
S35,T48N,R21W, Longwood Twp. Greek Revival 1860s ca. 
Long\'mod (Uninc.},Longwood Twp. Prairie Vernacular 1912 ca. 
Longwood (Uninc.),Longwood Twp. Functional Victorian 1870s ca. 
S4,T47H,R21W, Longwood Twp. Coloniol Revival 1900 ca. 
S2,T47N,R21W, Longwood Twp. Greek Revival 1840s ca. 
Sll,T47N,R21W,Longwood Twp. Queen Anne 1900 ca. 
Sl3, T47N,R2rn, Long\-Jood Twp. Gambrel Roof 1938 ca. 
Sl3,T47N,R21W, Longwood Twp. Italianate 1880s ca. 
Sl3,T47fl,R2HJ, Longwood Twp. Greek Revival 1880s ca. 
S34,T47N,R21W, Longwood Twp. Pratt Through-Truss 19 103 
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Historic Name or Owner* 
Bridge No. 147001.3 
Postal School No. 21 
Mi 11 er' s Ch ape 1 
Postal Store 
Bois d' Arc Coop. Farm 
Scott's School 
Samuel 8. Scott House 
Undetermined 
Union Church 
Bridge No. 160002.4 
Henry Jones House 
B. F. DeWitt House 
Bridge No. 161002.5 
Undetermined 
Undetermined 
Bridge No. 016000.1 

Location 
S35,T47N,R21W, Longwood Twp. 
S26,T48N,R20W,Heaths Creek Twp. 
S33,T48N,R20W,Heaths Creek Twp. 
Postal (Uninc.),Heaths Creek Twp. 
S7,T47N,R20W,Heaths Creek Twp. 
Sll,T47N,R20W,HeathsCreekTwp. 
Sll,T47N,R20W,Heaths Creek Twp. 
Sll,T47N,R20W,Heaths Creek Twp. 
Sll,T47N,R20W,Heaths Creek Twp. 
Sl3/24,T47N,R20W,H.Creek Twp. 
S19/30,T47N,R20W,H.Creek Twp. 
S26,T47N,R20W,Heaths Creek Twp. 
S25, T47N,R20W,Heaths Creek Twp. 
S36,T47N,R20W,Heaths Creek Twp. 
S4,T46N,R23W, La Monte Twp. 
S33/4 ,T46/47N,R23W,Blackwater/ 

La Monte Township 

Type/Style Date 
Warren Pony 19 
Side-Gabled 1880 ca. 
Gable Front (R:llk Viet.) 1880s ca. 
Functional Commercial 1935 ca. 
Gable Front 1937-38ca. 
Gable Front 1900 ca. 
Greek Revival 1850s ca. 
Saltbox 1900s ca. 
Gable Front(FolkVict.)1880s ca. 
Pratt Through-Truss 19 
Italianate 1878 
P2 1890s ca. 
Pratt Pony 19 
Stack House 1900 ca. 
Pre-Railroad Folk 1860s ca. 
King Post 19 

LaMonte United Methodist 105 Grand Ave., La Monte Craftsman Vernacular 1927 
Snoddy House Pacific & Walnut, La Monte CG (Folk Victorian) 1880s ca. 
Old La Monte City Hall West Pine Street, La Monte Greek Revival 1914 ca. 
Hainline Blacksmith Shop Pine & Walnut Sts., La Monte Gable Front 1900 ca. 
Farmers Bank of LaMonte 101 W. Pine St., La Monte Functional Victorian 1890s ca. 
La Monte Bank 100 W. Pine St., La Monte Functional Victorian 1880s ca. 
Jansen's Garage North Main Street, La Monte Functional Victorian 1910 ca. 
Undetermined 201 S. Chestnut St., La Monte Queen Anne 1880s ca. 
Harry McCune House 310 Walnut St., La Monte Queen Anne 1900 ca. 
James S. White House 606 S. Main St., La Monte Italianate 1880s ca. 
Herbert Reavis House Carroll Road, La Monte Italianate 1880s ca. 
Bridge No. 413000.9 S3/34,T45/46 , R23W,LaMonteTwp. Pratt Pony 1909 
John H. Connor House S8,T46N,R22W, Dresden Twp. Greek Revival (P2) 1890s-190Q;ca. 
Bridge No. 428001.9 S30,T46N,R22W, Dresden Twp . Pratt Pony 19 
Bridge No. 423001.7 S33,T46N,R22W, Dresden Twp. Pratt Through-Truss 19 
Lewis Redd Major House S6,T46N,R21W, Cedar Twp. Greek Revival 1840s ca. 
Bouldin Smokehouse S5,T46N,R21W, Cedar Twp. Pyramidal 1860s ca. 
John Mccurdy House S5, T46N,R21W, Cedar Twp. Greek Revival/Federal 1860s ca. 
Bothwell School No. 105 Sl0,T46N,R21W, Cedar Twp. Craftsman Vernacular 1916 
Richard Gentry House Sl2,T46N,R21W, Cedar Twp. Greek Revival 1854 ca. 
Meyer's Garage Georgetown, Cedar Twp. Functional Commercial 1920 ca. 
Stokes Chapel Georgetown, Cedar Twp. Vernacular Victorian 1890s ca. 
Georgetown General Store Georgetown, Cedar Twp. Functional Commercial 1900 ca. 
Georgetown School No.36 Georgetown, Cedar Twp. Adam (Federal) 1890s ca. 
C. W. Curran House Sl4,T46N,R21W, Cedar Twp. P2 1890s ca. 
William Gentry House S20,T46N,R21W, Cedar Twp. Greek Revival 1850s ca. 
The Academy S21, T46N ,R21W, Cedar Twp. Vernacular Greek Rev. 1842-1849 
Buena Vista Nursing Home S21,T46N,R21W, Cedar Twp. Italianate 1870 ca. 
Ellis House S28,T46N,R21W Cedar Twp. Greek Revival 1850s ca. 
Reuben G. Gentry House S26,T46N,R21W, Cedar Twp. Greek Revival 1879 
Bridge No. 171000.5 S5,T46N,R20W,BowlingGreenTwp. Pratt Half-Hip 19 
D. Gibson House S4,T46N,R20W,BowlingGreenTwp. CG (Folk Victorian) 1890s ca. 
Lyle House Sl,T46N,R20W,BowlingGreenTwp. Queen Anne/Goth.Rev. 1890s ca. 
Brown Hou e Sl8,T46N,R20W,BowlingGreenTwp.Side-Gabled Craftsman 1920s ca. 
Undetermined Sl7,T46N,R20W,Bowling Green Twp.Side-Gabled (Folk Viet. )1890s ca. 
John H. Monsees House Sl7,T46N,R20W,BowlingGreenTwp.Greek Revival 1890s ca. 
Undetennined S22,T46N,R20W,Bowling Green Twp.Pyramidal 1915 ca. 
Louis M. Monsees House S34,T46N,R20W,BowlingGreenTwp.G&W (Vernacular Folk) 1866 
Bridge No. 405000.8 S5/6,T45N,R23W, Elk Fork Twp. Warren Pony 1890s ca. 
Bridge No. 396000.4 S9,T45N,R23W, Elk Fork Twp. Warren Pony 19 
Bridge No. 383000.9 S28,T45N,R23W, Elk Fork Twp. Pratt Pony 19 
Eldorado United Methodist S31, T45N ,R23W, Elk Fork Twp. Victorian Vernacular 1923 
Quisenberry School No.53 Sll,T45N,R22W, Prairie Twp. Gable Front(Folk Vict.)1880s ca. 
Camp Branch School No.54 S26,T45N,R22H, Prairie Twp. Gable & ~ling 1900 
McVey School No. 31 Sl,T45N,R21W, Sedalia Twp. Gable Front 1880s ca. 
Undetermined Sll,T45N,R21W, Sedalia Twp. Shingle Style 1890s ca. 
Undetermined Sl6,T45N,R21W, Sedalia Twp. CG (Folk Victorian) 1890s ca. 
Goodwill United Methodist Sl4,T45N,R21W, Sedalia Twp. G & W (Folk Victorian) 1900; 1978 
Rudy House S3,T45N,R20W, Smithton Twp. Greek Revival 1860s ca. 
George R. Green House S3,T45N,R20W, Smithton Twp. Queen Anne 1900 ca. 
Undetermined S9,T45N,R20W, Smithton Twp. Queen Anne 1915 ca. 
Richter Blacksmith Shop Washington Avenue, Smithton Functional Victorian 1895 
Wright House Wa shington Avenue, Smithton Queen Anne 1890s ca. 
Kahrs House 106 Chestnut St., Smithton Gothic Revival 1915 
Cha t les Knox Grocery Co. Washington Avenue, Smithton Functional Victorian 1895 ca. 
Smithton Motor Co. Washington Avenue, Smithton Functional Commercial 1915 ca. 
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Fann No. Historic Name or Owner* Location Type/Style Date 

143 Wherley House Washington Avenue, Smithton Queen Anne 1890 ca. 144 Smithton United Methodist Walnut & Webster, Smithton Neoclassical 1925 145 John Bolte House Sl2,T45N,R20W, Smithton Twp. Gable & Wing 1890s ca. 146 John Isaac Cook House S23,T45N,R20W, Smithton Twp. Gothic Revival 1880 ca. 147 Bridge No. 208002.4 S26/27, T45N,R20W ,Smithton Twp. Pratt Through-Truss 19 148 George C. Eicholz House S31,T45N,R20W, Smithton Twp. CG (Folk Victorian) 1900 ca. 149 Ream Hardware Store Main Street, Green Ridge Functional Victorian 1910 ca. 150 H. H. Ream Garage Main Street, Green Ridge Functional ColTITiercial 1925 ca. 151 Green Ridge Local News Main Street, Green Ridge Functional Victorian 1900 ca. 152 Drovers Hotel Main & Pettis Sts. ,Green Ridge Functional Victorian 1870s ca. 153 Charles Rayburn House Main & Grand Sts.,Green Ridge Mult.Gable(FolkVict.)HEOs;l90Ct 154 Bridge No. 326001.7 Sl2,T44N,R23W,Green Ridge Twp. Warren Pony 19 155 Anderson House Sl5, T44N,R23W ,Green Ridge Twp. P2 1900 ca. 156 Undetennined S29,T44N,R23W,Green Ridge Twp. Amer.Foursquare (CC) 1920s ca. 157 Weeden Majors House County Line Road, Windsor I-House 1852 ca. 158 Windsor Railroad Trestle S7,T43N,R23W,Green Ridge Twp. 1903 
159 Bridge No. 298000.2 S7,T43N,R23W,Green Ridge Twp. Pratt Pony 19 
160 Manila School No. 49 Manila(Uninc.) ,Washington Twp. Vernacular Victorian 1890s ca. 
161 Bridge No. 347000.8 S31/36,T44N,R21/22W, Wash- Pratt Pony 19 

ington/Flat Creek Twps. 
162 Grand Avenue Road Bridge S21,T45N,R21W,Flat Creek Twp. Pratt Through-Truss 19 
163 Liberty School No. 28 S27, T45N,R21W,Flat Creek Twp. Gable Front 1900 ca. 
164 Undetennined S4,T44N,R21W,Flat Creek Twp. GS (Vernacular Folk) 1860s-70s ca. 
165 St.Patricks Church Sl5,T44N,R21W,Flat Creek Twp. Gothic Revival 1918 
166 John Stuhner House S24,T44N,R21W,Flat CreekTwp. Queen Anne 1910 ca. 
167 Bridge No. 276000.4 S28/33, T44N, R21W, Fl at Cra:k Twp. Pratt Pony 19 
168 Martin Renken House S36,T44N,R21W,Flat Creek Twp. Queen Anne 1877 
169 Lake Creek Methodist Ch. Sl,T44N,R20W,Lake Creek Twp. Gothic Revival 1891 
170 Ringen School No. 1 Sll,T44N,R20W,Lake Creek Twp. Pyrami da 1 1910 ca. 
171 Frederick Rehmer House Sll,T44N,R2mJ,Lake Creek Twp. Vernacular Victorian 1880s ca. 
172 Lehmann's 0-X & Store Bahner (Uni nc. ), Lake Creek Twp. Functional Victorian 1864 
173 Weller House S21,T44N,R20W,Lake Creek Twp. I-House 1880s ca. 
174 St.John Parochial School Bahner (U ninc.),Lake Creek Twp. Pyramidal 1924 
175 St.John Church Bahner (Uninc. ),Lake Creek Twp. Gothic Revival 1881 
176 Pacific School S29, T44N, R20W, Lake Creek Twp. Gable Front 1890s ca. 
177 Tobaben House S28,T44N,R20W,Lake Creek Twp. Gothic Revival 1880s ca. 
178 Bridge No. 264002.6 S31/26,T44N,R20W/21W, Flat 

Creek/Lake Creek Twps. 
Pratt Pony 1908 

179 :.>chwensen House S31,T44N,R20W,Lake Creek Twp. Vernacular Victorian 1880s ca. 
180 Adam Schupp House 536, T 44N, R20W, Lake Creek.Twp. Gothic Revival 1880s ca. 

*whenever possible, the name of the original owner or an important early owner is listed 
for residential buildings. Co1T1Tiercial or publicly-owned structures are identified by their historic name or by their current name or owner, whichever seemed appropriate. 

The present owner's name (Item 24 on the inventory data sheets) was in many cases based on listings in the 1986 Land Atlas & Plat Book for Pettis County, published by Rockford 
Map Publishers, Inc., Rockford, Ill. 
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Public School, to cite only a few of the more significant properties, 
would probably be included in any research team's inventory of historic 
architectural resources. Several structures on the inventory are probably 
11 interchangeable 11 with other structures that were not listed. However, 
many additional months of research might be needed to insure that the 
11 best 11 180 examples were selected. 

Each township will be discussed below in terms of properties of 
greatest significance. For additional information about specific properties, 
as well as additional photographs, the reviewer should consult the appro­
priate inventory data forms. The sequence of townships will correspond 
to the numbering system, beginning with Blackwater Township. The rationale 
for the numbering system is discussed in the section titled Survey Methods 
and Procedures. 

BLACKWATER · TOWNSHIP 
., ' 

The structures of Blackwater Township include several with apparent 
significance, individually or as part of a thematic study. Organized in 
1833, Blackwater is one of the county's older townships. Dunksburg, an 
unincorporated community established before the Civil War, straddles Johnson 
and Pettis Counties. The tiny Dunksburg building originally used as the 
medical office of Dr. Richard Seaton Tyler (Form No. 2) appears to be 

Dr.R. Seaton Tyler's Office in Ounksburg. Built ca. 1900. 
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This small, one- story structure has a gable roof behind the parape 
of its false front. A full -width porch (which is slightly lower 
than the roof) is supported by tapering wood piers. A display win ­
dow and transomed entrance occupy the front . The south side con ­
tains two double-hung, 1/ 1 windows. The north side contains a 
side entrance and a smaller window. 

4J. MIST'Oln' ANO SllNll1"1c:.t.ll~ 

Dr. Richard Seaton Tyler, a Dunksburg physician who practiced medicine for 60 years, used 
this small builtjing as his office. (The front door glass still bears his name.) Dr. Ty­
ler, a son of Kentuckians Milton W. tyler and Mary Seaton Tyler (who came to Missou r i in 
1869) obtained a degree in Medicine f rom Washington University in St.Louis in 1879. He be 
gan p~acticing in Ounksburg, serving patients in Joh nson, Pettis, Salin~ and Lafayette 
Counties . Dr. Tyler ~·1as elected to the State Legisture, serving during the 46th and 47th 
sessions. In 1880, he married Florence Shanks , daughter of Capt. Samuel Shanks. (For a 
description of the Shanks House, see Form No. 8 ) . See a 1 so Form No. 1 

- · onCJt1111T10" "' VtV1JtOHMDCT .wco ounun.~NG3 The building seems to be in original condition. 
t~earby is the Victorian home of Dr. Tyler, as well as a barn, garage and other small out­
buildings . The site is the east side of Dunksburg Road , in Dunksburg . Part of the tiny 
village is in Johnson County. 
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unique in rural Pettis County. Considering its apparently original 
condition, the research team recommends that it receive particular con­
sideration. Medicine or science might be an appropriate theme, although 
neither was projected in the research design because of the apparent 
dearth of related resources. Dr. Tyler's residence (Form No. 1), a two­
story frame Victorian house built around an older building, is nearby. 

The B. F. Prigmore House (Form No. 3) is an especially striking 
example of the Italianate style not only in Blackwater Township but in 
Pettis County as well. Although built of wood, the house with its 
conspicuous projecting quoins and elaborate window surrounds appears to 
be fashioned of stone--which is said to have been the builder's intention. 
An existing three-room, two-storied house was enlarged in 1870, creating 
the present building. Despite its impressive appearance from the front, 
this structure may have diminished significance due to alterations on 
the north side. 

B. F. Prigmore House was enlarged from three-roomer 
in 1870. 

The Blackwater Chapel (Form No. 7) is a well-developed and intricate 
I 

Gothic Revival church which is accompanied by a cemetery with grave markers 
dating from the 1850s and 1860s. The church building was constructed in 
1882, and is well-maintained. Gables are filled with bracing and a 
fanciful floral pattern. The entrance is at the base of a two-story 
tower. Intersecting flat stickwork adds an uncommon decorative touch. 
This is an unusually ornate rural church which retains its historic 
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Parsons Residence 
J - 5 
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-----...... --------___,. S. OTMP NAMl<Sl 

2. C:lUN TT 

Prigmore House 
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Southfork Road 1858; ex anded 1870s ...,.-.....i~o.;;;,.i.--.. -.r-,-R-1"'---""" ~ .. 
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NN, on north side of Southfork 
Road, in Blackwater Township) 

1-u.....-"""""""0~,•,.,..l.l.lio•u-s-,-----------1 Shiplap siding ~ ; 
Residence ...., ______________ u_l~a---1 ' ~ 

1-23-_-o_w_N_11_nH-1P--------,.-v-1_u_e_l _ l+-lL_ 04_ A1tGC __ _....;,.;..;.&QCITl..;:;.;;i,;,;.oo•,.•~--l1 g g 
_,..V.&Tl l x ) ~l)N IN ~ ~ VI 'f: 

24. OWNDt'S NAMl AHO .&DO ltESS ._, _____________ lllO_ v_e> __ < __ .,. ~ ~ 
Marsha 11 and Nonna Parsons n. CON01no.. VI I 

t . c::o•o1111Ans 
UT 

UTW 
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Rt. l, Box 168, Sweet Springs, •lfT'PIOll~-G-0-0-d--- g- ~ 
..... ~1~0~- --6~5~3~5~1!;._ __________________ -J.--~!X'TU'O~!!:.:~":.::::==-~-~-~-=====-tg ~ 

a ~ T'O P\ll UC? TES( I 3L ~&TlON "'IS ( x l ro 
1-0-. ------,-,T-,-,--, ---,-n- u_c:TI.J_ M:_ t --t · *' < > UHOu, ... •T ! Mai n t. "° < 1 g 

LO"ta 

IUILOING ( 01.ll!CT ! 21. 1.0C.lL CONT.ACT l"OSO N O" OltG.&HIUTIOH 39. ~GEJU:O ~ TU ( l ~ 
-11.- :::i-.. - .. -.--n-o-,..-L--TU- <---,-L-1s--1,.--T-,-s-< - Show-Me RPC IT ._.T ? NO< X > ?: 

ltCGISTvt ? "° ( l W'°'~ ! "IO ( 1--------------------t o 
1
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0
_1S_T"1_ c:T_, _ T_D_....( ....... ZT. OTiollR SU lt VCTS IN WHICH I HC~UDto 4C. ~laU ""°"' TD ( f.. I ~ 

..in o1sn1c:.-, i.o < X > ~T'DIT1"'-' "°' None ~M..Jc ltO.&o ~ "° < > 

is. ,'t.&MI! Ofl lSTUUSHCJ OISTRICT 

N/A 

•~. t'\llt'TI41Jt ~lll'TION O~ l~ln'.t.lfT "IATU lt l S 

This two-story frame Italianate is rather striking, 
viewed from the front, with its conspicuous quoins, 
band with brackets and elaborate window surrounds . A central ex­
tension containing the transomed double - leaf entrance has a hippe 
roof instead of the more common gabled type. Owner M.C. Parsons 
said the original house was one over two rooms with an 8' ceiling 

continue 

4 1. Q1ST.l.MGE "OM ,UCC 
trlil OfllT.&GC ON ~O 

The original owner was B. F. Prigmore, a son of Isaiah Prigmore . The last of the Prigmor 
owners was Raymond Prigmore, a Boonville businessman. Isaiah Prigmore was the original 
settler of the land. Present owner M. C. Parsons has a newspaper account of a trip to 
California in quest of gold and the subsequent death in Panama ofisaiah Prigmore. Al ­
though this house has been altered, it may have sufficient architectural interest for 
inclusion in some tvpe of thematic nomination. The architecture is especia.lly interest­
ing because the buiTder succeeded SQ well ·n making the house appear to.be maae of 

· · Most t 
- · onatrl'TION ~ VCV'11t0 .. MPT .,.,.0 ounu1LD1NGS 

A barn, a smokehouse and a chicken house are the major outbuildings, some of which 
apparently are connected to the main house by a breezeway. 

4.5. sou•cu o~ '""o"w•no,. M.C.Parsons· Pettis County plat maps; site 
visit. Mr.Parsons ha~ a COP.Y of the ERr.tiQJllare. will l. 1abs ract and 

4C. ~trNJllJ:J IT 
R.t'iaseranq 

• ,. 
N~ 
w "" 
:"f: 

othe documents. Louise C.A"!exand .~,::ieaa1ia a so .. •7. ORQ.VCIUTI OH 
R~RN T'HIS FORM '#HEM COMPt-c::"Tlll TO: orna: orr HISTORIC PR!:sERVATlON i-....;;S.;.;.h,;;;O.;.;.W_-.:.;M.;;;,e..;.;.R -.P-._~"""'"': • .,.:="_~, .~, .,~ 

P.O. aox 17S ·1·0·/.;)8AT71!: 149. RE\llS ION - ·- .. 
~ ~ITlCN.&'- SNa IS .'tC:Cl!O . ATI'J.CH J~l"F£RSON QTY, MISSOURI 8!!5102 

SU'UATf SHUT! SI 1'0 T'~ 'o•w PH. 3 14• 7~1-4098 3 i 
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Form No . ___ 3 __ Page 2 

Parsons Residence; Prigmore House 

Pettis County; Blackwater Twp.; T48N, R23W , 525 . 

42. (continued) 

In the 1870s, a large hall and four rooms were added and ceilings were 
raised to 10'. There is a rearward extension which has been altered, appar­
ently in 1973 when a kitchen and back porch were replaced with a family 
room. 

The interior includes a walnut spiral staircase. Some of the burled walnut 
woodwork and interior doors were salvaged from the old T. B. Price House. 
The Price House, one of the outstanding old Pettis County homes, was demolished 
in the 1970s . 
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associations. The main integrity question probably would involve the 
basement, which was added in 1942, but the research team believes that 
sufficient integrity is retained. 

Blackwater Chapel ( 1882) 

The fourth Blackwater Township structure determined to be of high 
significance was the Samuel Shanks House (Form No. 8), a distinctive brick 
Italianate residence. Reportedly built in the 1850s and rebuilt after a 

Samuel Shanks House ( 1850s; 1885) 

fire in 1885, the cruciform-shaped Shanks House has unique scrollwork 
brackets and trim featuring a five-pointed star and vining design. The 

Shanks Stock Farm (called Prairie Home) consisted of 620 acres in the 113 
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I. 1110. 4. ""DEMT L.OC.U. /llAMl(SI 0111 OISIGHATIONISI 
7 

Pettis Blackwater Chapel 
--------------~ S. OTHP NAMC(S) 
Z. COUHTY 

United Methodist Church 

I . SJl!!:Cl~C ~ L.O~rio.. ,._ THUUTlC: C.:.TEGO"°' 29. "0 0'1 ST01t1r:s 1:: ~ 

TO_SH1,...!i.L.lL_u111G&11!Lsct:T10111_5__ Historic architectural a a.u0tuT? TU< X> ... 
"' cm o" TOWN. STllEn AOOltDS ..... ?'.-. -0-AT'l ....... ( ... Sl ....... O ... lt---~-P-100..;,.;;;.;;;.;;.,;;,;;,.;.-.--. ___ -:. ________ .. _o_<_ >_. ~ ~ 

Black Water Chapel Road 1882 JO.,,ouNo..&r10111 Hrvu~ '.1.: 
1. ClTY Oii TOWN '" ltUlllA'-• vrc::JlflTT 1e. ST'n.1; Olt OCSIGN a.S;.,t;.;O;;...n.;..;e;.,_ _______ _. /JI 

_...;s_o_u_t;.:.h;.;:e:.;;;a:.:s~t;....;;:;o.;.f...:;:.D;;:.u;.;.n;.;;ks;;..;b:;.;u;;.;r_. ____ ~1-G;;:;o:;.t.::.:h.:..i;.;· c;:...:.R.:.;;e~v...:i~v.:;:a~l---------.1 ''· •Au. CQNsT111uc::T10H 
L OCCllll"T1011 O~ Oc:.t.TtOll 1•. A1ta.1nCT 0111 vcsn•uR Wood frame 

(Approx. 1.5 miles north and 
1.5 miles east of D and FF, on 
north side of Black Water 
Chapel Road in Blackwater 
Township ) 

s. c:::o111011••T'IS 
UT 

UTM 

Undetermined 
20. COllTRAl;TOlt Olt IUIL.DVt 

Undetermined 

24. OWNEJll•s IUMC AHO ADOlllESS 

Blackwater United Methodist ~- CONOITlOlll llfTD8CR: _____ _ 

!X'nRtOlll 

L.ON8 a~ TO P\11uc? ns< 31. ~•TION • "DC Xi 
,-0-. ------,-rr-,-1-1----,n-u_CTV_"f:_l_>-:.--------------*'-'--1--~--,,._•_T_?_M_a_i_n_t_ . .., __ 1 __ 1~ 
_____ ._v_•L._o_•NG_ <,g,... ........ ____ 01_.J_c_cr_ <_ -t z .. L.Oc..l'- COllTAl;T l"VtSO" Olt OltGAHlliT10N 39. !HCAlfSER!Il?' TD ( ) 

Show-Me RPC IT WM.AT? .., ( x> 
11. :lN 'CAT101UoL TU { IZ.. IS I T TES( 

--~-S'T_Vt_., ___ 'fO.-....c..._1..__D.J_Gl_au_·_ . ...-."'o-<..._. .. ZT. OTI4CR SUlllVrt'S , .. '#HICM INCLUDED 

13. NJtT OI' an•. TD ( l 14. OISTlnCT TO ( 
~ST. OIST'Rlc:T' ltO CX l ~7 lfO( None 

15. IUMI: 01' t:ST.UUSHE) QJST"1c:T 

N/A 

•Z. "V~P XSCJllll'TYON O" l~lfTAlfT ~TVltCS 

The front of this frame Gothic Revival building contains a tripar­
tite window with a pointed arch. Intersecting flat stickwork adds 
a decorative touch. Gables are filled with bracing and a fanciful 
floral pattern, topp~d by finials. The entrance (double -leaf, pane 
doors v~ith a transom) is at the base of a two-story tower. Side 
windows are tall with flat arches. The rear contains a projecting 
area for the pulpit and two smallr saltbox-roofed extensions, one 

40. ~Ill.& ,,,_OM 
~a.JC: ltOAO ~ 

41. OISTA.C:I: flltOM ANO 
"O..T.&Ga ON ltOAO 

•s . ... 1sro11T AND s1a111"1c:.u.~ a basement entrance. Another basement entrance i s in a sma 11, 
gable-roofed extension at the front . Concrete steP.s surround the 
original stonework steps. The basement was added in 1942. 

Blackwater Chapel (M.E.) was erected and dedicated in 1882, after an earlier Blackwater : 
Chapel was destroyed by fire. The denomination was organized in Blackwater Township in ~ 

1840. The present building was dedicated by Dr. E. R. Hendrix. Homecomings became a regu- ~ ~ 
lar event beginning in 1916. In 1926, the crowd was estimated at 600. By 1983, the at- z ~ 
ten~ance had dwindled to 35. Despite the alterations, the building retains much of its 
ambience as an 1880s rural church. Selected for i s · · · 

- · crs~ll'T1011 ~ Pvt1tONM01T """o ounu1L..?1NGS considered for any thematic church study. 
The Blackwater Cemetery, with grave markers into the 1850s and 1860s. is adjacent to the 
church building. David Stout Ramey, who gave an acre for the cemetery, is believed to ha e 
been the first person buried in it in 1858. 

44. """l"AIU:O IT 
4-S. SOU"C.J1 0 1' .,,,0 .. MA TTO ll • • ) • • • R f' 

Mrs. t;lay Ty er; The History of Pettis County [1882 ; site yis1t, i.-·_ 1a_s_e_ra_n_ci _____ -1 

47. OllG.UCIUTION 

-R-E'T\J--RN--T'H-1S_F4J_R_M_WH_EM __ c_::_w_PU::_"_t ED __ TO_:_o_F'Fl_a: ___ o_rr_1o1_1ST_o_R_1c--PR_!:S_ERV--:A ... TI_o_N_-i Show-Me RP 
P.O. aox 179 -.. iJ.&n I"· REV1s1011 

.,, ~•TIOll•L SNc.& is ~aero . .tn1.c14 J!FnRsoN c:rrr. u1ssouA1 e:s1o:z 1/22/8e 
~'"'""'·~ S~UT(Sl T'O THIS l'O"M PH. 314-7,.-4096 
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(Approx. 1.2 miles east of 
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in Blackwater Township) 
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Jt. ~GEiie>~ 
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,,_OlllT.&a Off ltOAO 
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•Z. ""lf'T')4VI Olt:s<:Jllll'TION 0 1' llU'OlfTAlfT' l'VaTU"ltS !-
Thi S crucifonn-shaped, two-story brick Italianate house has unique ~ ; 
scrol lwork brackets and trim featurinq a five - pointed star and vin - ~ ~ 
ing design. The trim is above the ma1n entrance and windows. Win- ~ · 
dow openings are segmentally arched· a hooded effect is produced by ~ 2 

tiered courses of brickwork. Sills are wood. The date, 1885, and :::c; 
o ~ 

tbe le~ters, SS (Samuel Shanks)? appear in the scrollwork. ~ltera- ~ ~ 
tions include lowered ceilings in ca. 1960. Two window openings naY ro 

------------------~~~ ....... .,...,.~ ...... _,...,..-------------------"------~-:-:--------~ o . N1 STOirr .. ,.o sie1u'1c:.uei: Y ri c i ng over. S-34 
Fanner/ cattleman Samuel Shanks was the original owner. The original ho use is said to have 
been built in the 1850s, then rebuilt in 1885 after a fire. (An engraving in the 1882 
county history shows a Shanks house with a gable roof rather than the present hipped 
roof.) The 1896 Pettis County Plat Book identifies the owner as Samuel Shanks. By 
1916, indicated ownership was by Stirlin and Frank Weathers. This unusual building 
should be considered either for an individual nomination or as part of i thematic 
nomination (agricultural resources) to the National Register. 

- · OUC:RU•TION Oil VtvtltONlllllOIT' AllO ounu1UlllfGS 

Outbuildings include a drive-through grainery or barn, a fruit cellar (the date, 1909, is 
in concrete), a small shed or washroom (the date, 1914, is in concrete), and a pig pen. 

~-Jas~~~c:~c~~ l 1~h0;"~g"'Hi story of Pettis County (1882), pp. 827-828; 
••. ""~l'&llCl IT R.t1aseranq 

plat books; site visit. Possible source: Wayne Winston . •7. 0RaAH1uT10111 
.....:.~--~--:.._------~~--~~~"""""::':'."""."'~~~~~-:::~==".':'=:~---i Show - ~e RP 
RETURN nus ~RM WHEN COMPUTED TO: OFFT~ orr MISTCRIC PRESERVATION 
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.,, .:...~O I TlCHL !HC% IS !'IU:Z:EO, .lr:'.lCH JEFFERS ON CT'Y, MISSOURI 9~102 r " "* 1rr s .. c1:Tcs1 1'0 1'Hd l'CltM PH. 314- 7~1-<4096 
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Smith House 
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-----------------~ U'I 
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(Approx. 2.5 miles east and 
.75 mile south of Mo. 127 and 
NN, on east side of Buncomb 
Road, in Blackwater Township) 

19. Alt~IT!CT OR PGINUR rlCK ana trame 
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fo-----------------133. '::"o..°: H'lS 
21Reo;iGd'eA~c~si, ,,,. 4"'"-ltlNT 

SIOK 

24. OWH!R'S NAM! 4NO ADOR~ lllOVCC l 

Orley and Gladys Kurtz, accord- 'n. CON01T10N 

S. COOROIN4n.5 UTM ing to the 1986 Land Atlas & 
Plat Book of Pettis Count . 

INTEftOll _____ _ 

U.T !XT'!M01t Good 

__ 1._o_,._•---------------1 %!!. ~ TO l"IJIUC? Tl:S( 
NO( 10. SITI ( J STRUc;T'UM; ( 

IVILOING ( l Os.llCT ( 21. LOC:.t.I. CONT.IC1' i-oso11 OR ORG.UilZATIOlt 39. !HOANGER!IJ? TU ( ) 

11. ~,. .... no1u.&. TD< 1
1 

I 'z. 1s 1T ns < 1 Show- Me RPC IT wMAT ? "° < X 1 
ltf!'GJSTU ? "° ( W~Bl.Z '!' NO ( I 11-2-T.-OTW_f_R_S_U_,.V_a'J--l .. -Yf-... -.C:-H-.-.. c:-:._u_o_1_0_-:. __________ ..,. 

11 l'llJIT C# !ST.U. TD ( } 14. Ol!Titl~ TD ( 
""n ;JJS'Ti'ic:-P 1tO <X 1 i"OTVmA&.? NO< None 

N/A 

4a. 11'\Jln'kllt OCCl'tlll'TIOllll 0, IMfOORTA#T l"l.ATUltlS 

The widely overhanging eaves on this two-story Prairie Vernacular 
style house are supported by massive brackets. The lower half is 
brick and the upper is frame with shingle siding. An exterior 
chimney on the west side penetrates the roof. Lower windows have 
stone lintels and lugsills. The nearly full-width front porch has 
massive square supports made of brick. Stone is used for trim . 

•S. "ISTOltT .r.110 SIUl~c:..ut" 

'°· Vl!!llU llWCM 
JlllUSUC "°40 ! 

•1. OISTUCf l'1'0ll &NO 
l"ltOlllTAGI: ON llOAO 

Moses Gustin Smith, a farmer and stockman whose specialties included saddle and trotting 
horses, was the original owner. Mr.Smith, a native of North Carolina, came to Missouri 
with his parents in ca. 1869, later settling in Pettis County. In 1892, he purchased 
300 acres, made extensive improvements, and corrunissioned construction of the existing 
house in 1913. The cost was $7,500. This house presumably would be appropriate for 
inclusion in a thematic study of rural farmhouses. 

- · OD<:Jtl"ION °' OfVlltONlllDT MO OUT'IUIL.DINGS 

Outbuildings include a large, gambrel-roofed barn, a garage and one or more storage 
buildings. 

4.S. , ,S,PUltC:U OJI 1~,0ltMJ> T101'1 
Hlstory of pett1s county (McGruder), pp. 560-561; Plat Book of 

•C. l'IU'.l'ARC IT 
R.f1aseran~ 
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This two-story frame house originally had a portico with an upper 9 ~ 
railing deck. The main entrance and the door above were transomed ~- 2 

with sidelights. This was 5asically an I-House with a two-story ~ ~ 
(but of lesser height than the main building) ell, with Italianate ~ ~ 
and Greek Revival detailing. Brackets have been removed. This buil - ~ ~ 
ing•s hipped roof distingu1shes it from the classic I-House fonn. c ____ .:_ __ _.:...:..._ ________ ~_,;:._ ____ -=----:--:--:------:----':"""::-:---~----~i:;_--~-----:--------i~ 

, 3 _ ... r.o'"' ...,.a StG111,,,c:.111a Unfortunately, this house has fallen into serious disrepair. 
B. Y. Chipman, a native of Guilford County, North Carolina, is believed to have been the 
original owner of this ca. 1865 house. By 1880 or so, Mr. Chipman's farm encompassed 
380 acres, and he owned another farm n£ar Houstonia. The 1882 Pettis County history 
states that Mr . Chipman came to Missouri in 1845. He was a farmer and stockrnan. 
Despite its deteriorated condition, this house was selected more or less automatically 
because of its age and history. 
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This house is approximately a mile southeast of Dunksburg, near the Johnso County line. 
No outbuildings are associated with it today. 
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1880s, making it one of the county's largest. This relatively unaltered 
structure is recommended by the team for an individual nomination to the 
National Register. Further study of its history should also contribute 
toward a better understanding of the developm~nt of agriculture within 
the region. 

Some other noteworthy Blackwater Township resources include the Prairie 
Vernacular Moses G. Smith House (Form No. 4), a badly deteriorated antebellum 
house (the B. Y. Chipman House, Form No. 5), and the Wheeler House (Form No. 
6), an Italianate believed to have been constructed in the 1880s or 1890s. 

HOUSTONIA TOWNSHIP 

Although Houstonia Township contains fewer buildings than any of the 
county's other 16 townships, it generated the greatest number of inventory 
sheets. Most were for structures within the town of Houstonia, where a 
historic district is proposed. 

The G. H. Tevebaugh House (Form No. 13) is an exemplary example of 
an early 20th century farmhouse which was equipped with most of the perceived , ) .J 

G. H. Tevebaugh House (1908) 

conveniences of city houses in order to make rural life more attractive. 
Built in 1908, the Tevebaugh House on the outskirts of Houstonia is rela­
tively unaltered inside and out. Its features include a curved porch which 
wraps around the front-facing wing and a pedimented carriage porch. iJhile 
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Invoice from G. L. Morris , 
contractor for the Tevebaugh 
House ' . 
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This large cross -gabled frame house has a fine 
porch supported by round wooden columns. There also is a carriage 
porch with sunburst trim in its gable; other gables have pent roof 
The interior is impressively finished in oak and includes a stair­
case and four fireplaces with oak mantles. Alterations include pan 
eling in some rooms and a small addition on the east. Much of the 
ar~ is n losed with a cast iron fence from th~ Yard Fence Co., 

41. OISTJ.NCI: I""*' .I.N C 
"'ONTAGC ON ltOAO 

43• 1e1STOin- ... ,.0 """''"'U-11~ facing wing. Roof cresting has been removed. R-24 
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Gilbert H. and Mary Tevebaugh were the original owners of this spacious, well-appointed 
farmhouse just north of Houstonia. Mr. Tevebaugh, a native of Bourbon County, Ky., spe­
cialized in the breeding of farm animals. He was an officer of the Houstonia Bank. This 
house is an exemplary example of an early 20th century farmhouse (it was constructed in 
1908 by Houstonia carpenter George Morris} which was equipped with most of the convenienc 
of city houses in order to make farm life more attractive. The property remains in the +=> 
Tevebaugh family today. Miss Tevebaugh has an invoice from the builder, ~- L. Morris, ~ 
dated May 7, 1908. This property would seem best suited for inclusion in a thematic 
ination dealina · · · · · · · 

re ativ~ly unaltered, one-family farm ouse. 
Outbuildings include a large barn and several smaller structures. A garage has been 
added east of the house . This ' house is near the northeast corner of Houstonia, but is 
outside the present city limits. 
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the detailing is rather minimal for a Victorian house, carriage porches 

are uncommon in rural homes and the curved front porch is representative 
of what may have been a regional fad. Much of the yard is enclosed by an 
original cast iron fence, another seldom seen accoutrement. While the 

architecture/agriculture theme may be the most obvious for further study, 
the fact that Mr. Tevebaugh was an officer of the Houstonia Bank as well 
as a stockman may indicate other avenues of development. 

The ca. 1917 Houstonia Community Church (Form No. 17) was identified 

as an extremely impressive example of an eclectic church building . Massive 

Houstonia Community Church (1917) 

knee-brace brackets suggest a strong Craftsman influence while Victorian 
styling includes cresting, a flat-roofed semi-turret, trusses and crosses 
like finials. This is a unique building within the county which deserves 

recognition on its architectural merits alone. It would also be an ob-

vious choice for inclusion in a multiple resource nomination of signiricant 

area church buildings. 

The downtown trade center of Houstonia is recommended by the team 

for further consideration as a historic district. A grouping of nine 
one-and-two-story commercial buildings exists along a two block section 

of Walnut Street. The buildings are associated with Houstonia 1 s past 

as a shipping and trade center serving a diverse agricultural community 
during the late 1890s and early decades of the 20th century. Some of 
the buildings retain portions of their original cast iron storefronts. 
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Massive knee- brace brackets unaer the eaves suggest a strong Craft 

an influence. Th is brick cross-gabled church building also has 

extensive Victorian styling includi ng cresting, a flat-roofed semi 

rret, trusses and crosses like finials. The larger windows hav 

Gothic heads. The ain entrance is at the base of th e turret 
w icn ~il s he soace between :wo winos . 
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Constructed in ca . 191 7, this building served as the Houstonia Chri stian Church unt il 

936 when it became the Hous tonia Community Church. Architect/ builder Percy Ste!TITions is 

beiieved to have bui lt other area churches , inc luding a Lutheran church bu il ding in Con­

co rd ia. This i s a unique bu i ldi ng within Pettis County, with potent ia l for an individual 

isting as well as part of a thematic nomi nation. Both researchers were highly impress­

ed with this building's architecture. 
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his building occupies a corner site in a residential section of Houstonia. 
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Past usage of the buildings is appropriately varied and includes hardware 

and general stores, banks, a tavern, an automobile dealership and a business 
office. The proposed district buildings are described on Form Nos. 19, 20, 

Two-story group in downtown Houstonia (Walnut Street) 
21, 22, 27, 28, 29, 30 and 31. Although some of the buildings have integrity 
problems, the team feels that the prospects are good for a historic dis­
trict. The ensemble effect is strong, since boundaries could be drawn 
so that there are no intrusive buildings. 

F. H. Tuck House (ca. 1905) 

Also suggested as a significant resource in Houstonia is the F. H. 

Tuck House (Form No. 34), the only Neoclassical style identified in rural 
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Cast iron columns from Meeker Bros. Front Builders of St . Louis 
flank the altered entrance of this two-story, three -bay brick 
building. The sill also is metal. The brick cornice is corbeled. 
The upper storefront contains two segmentally arched windows. The 
north side of the building is stuccoed and contains six arched wi -
dows with concrete lugsills. In addition to a new entrance, lower 

•s. ,.,STOllT ..,,..0 1111111..,c.uecz store ront a terat1ons include wood paneling 
aluminum windows. 

The earliest ownership/use of this building was not determined. During the teens and 
early 1920s, however, it and the adjacent building south comprised the Voight Bros . Hard 

ware Co. During a portion of the 1930s and 1940s, Dewey Houchen operated a poultry 
house and feed store in this building and the adjacent building south . . American Legion 

Post 539 also has used this building, as a meeting hall. As part of Houstonia 1 s his t or 

trading center, this building is significart although the altered storefrorrt reduces its 
integrity. 

- · Ol'Satll"TtON r# DtvtltO-OIT AND OUTWUll.DI NGS 

This building is at the northernmost end of a short block of two- story brick buildi ngs 
in downtown Houstonia . 
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1. lltO. 20 
The Place Fe ll owship & Worshi p Center 

• . S~Cl'IC: u:~. l.Qc:..i.TlCflt 1e. Th• MAnc '-"'ft~ln' 

~~-.:i.~_N _uitG« 22Wn:~a. -1£__ Historic / architec ura 
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•• • .&JtQt•Tta o" uu•1111u" Br · ck 

Lot 15 
Bl ock 10 
Original Town 

(West side of Walnut Street 
between 2nd and 3rd Streets) 

UTW 

UT 

Undetenni ned .u.. ~ TTPc ""'o 11UT'1Ju.AA. 

1-zo_U_~_m_e_t_F_nn_· o_f_n_,:,_a_su_•_L.-'_~------~ Fl at: comoos it ion 

t-----------------l:S:S.. =~a.: MYS SIDS ~ :" 
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~," Ill .&&..TOlC ( x ) ~ ~ ~VAT't: / ) 

Z4.. OWNo·~ ....,.« ..u.o ~c"~ llOYCJ c 1 - ~ 

The Place Fellowship & Worship .-n-. -CQNOl--n-a. ______ _,. ~ i 
Center; officers: Richard Cra- •irTEllOR~--------- ; E 

1-•m•e~r....;a~n~a~· ~C~l~a~u~d~e;...;.;M~c~M~u~l ~l ~in:.:... ______ +---~~::...::;:.;.;.;:;;.;.;:=======ca==ir~-::i 

__ :._o_ .. _. _____________________ _.. a ~ 1'0 IOIJ8 UC:.:> TtS( ) lL ~&TiOll '"D C 
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~Vt 1 
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13. -..,. :7 ane. TD ( I 1 •• . :tS "!""ltlc;:' TD ( 
...n JI S'T"' I~ ~ ..0 tX) ~? "'2 ( None 

tS. UMC 0 1' ln.UU.SHICI QIST'lltc;:' 

N/A 

~ ~..n.o ~"'"c" ~~ 1Ml'CllrT'J.llT ,.._..ni,.cs 

The lower storefront of this two-story brick building has been 

altered but two cast iron columns and a metal sill from the old 

~ells & Craven Foundry at Seda l ia survive. The corbeled brickwor 

cornice i s identical to the one on the adjacent building north. 

he two second floor windows are segmental l y arched and have metal 

~gsill~ .. The:e i ~ ~ ~~al 0a~ning bich is~apparent lY. ori~inal. 

o . ••ST'OllT ...,.0 , 111111,l'IC.\ltu conn ctea, a rnougn a ver 1ca JOl nt exists 

he orig i nal ownership of this building was not determined but may have been 

TD ( 

NO ( l 

and Grubb, operators of a hardware and implement business in Houstonia in the late 19th 

century. In 1903, A. G. Voight reportedly bought the company and was j oined (in 1909)by 

his brother , F.C. eight. F.C. was an embalmer, and the brothers also stocked under t aking 

paraphernalia and provided funeral services. (The building at this location is identifi 

as Voight Bros . Hardware on a 1916 plat map . ihe i nformation about Cusenbary and Grubb 

i s from Lang, cited beiow . } Subseguent uses include poultry house and eed store (opera 

QY. De\!eY ouchen) .and Ame i n Leg1. n .Hall.. (l:he _a d ·acent bui._ldi'}_g north apparently had 
1 r I OC: , C: C: 1 r 

- · :nc.-ill"T1011 °" D1Yl1tONM01T AMO aunu1L.:1NCU s1a rea tor aistrict nomination . 

his building is within a short block of two- story brick buildings i n downtown Hous tonia 

.u. ~5Wfta~iWf~s;T'lf.lary E. Tevebaugh; Wi l ma McFail; Life i n Petti s 

County-- 1815- 1973 (Lang), p.208; site visit . i-.-l-. -o,.-GA.11t-1-.:.:. ........ ,. 1-0111--------1 ~ 
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l. NO. 
21 

4. PfllatltT l.OC.U. IUMl:CSI Olt 0&51GNAT10N<Sl 

Z. c;OUNTY Pettis ---------------1'· OTHVt NAJill:CSl 

Lot 14 
Block 10 
Original Town 

(West side of Walnut between 
2nd and 3rd Streets) 

9 . COOltCllllAn5 UTW 

UT 

Houstonia Bank 

U. OWN&MHI .. 

24. OWN[lt'S NA.WI: AHO A.DDRl:SS 

Robert Sevier, Jr. 
Houstonia, Mo. 

--1.-0N-G--------------1 2:l. ~ TO PIJIUC? 
10, SITI ( 

IUll.DING ( z .. i.oc.u. c;oNT.M:T POSON OR ORG4HIUT10N lt. !HOAllG~tc~ _________ ...... ....._"!'-_________ -1 Show-Me RPC IT •MAT7 

II. :>" 'llAT10NA1,. n:.s ( ) IZ. IS IT TIS( J-------------------------4May be raz'ed ·, 
--"Gl_STVl ___ 

7 ----"'° ....... ' -.....1 ...., __ w_~_ .... _! __ ,,._o_.c ....... 27. OTIU!R SUltVCT'S IN WHICH lNCl.UO&D 

None 
11 IOUT 17 1!3'118. TD ( J 14. OIST'ltlc:T TD ( 

~ST. :llSTIUC'l' ., NO ( X ) .-OTOm~ 7 NO t 

IS. IUllll: o,r tSTUUSMl:D CllSTltlC'l' 

N/A 

•z. ll'UlfTioll:Jt QCC:Jt1"'1'lOll o,r IMl"'Ol"T'Alf1' n.t.TVlt&S 

Transomed, recessed single-leaf entrances (one to upstairs office 
are at the north and south ends of the main facade of this two­
story brick building. Much of the lower storefront was originall 
windowed although the glass is missing today. Two upper windows 
have lugsills of brick. The modest brick cornice is corbeled. The 
sill is m e of c st ir . Similar-sized buildings appear to shar 

4S. l'llSTOltT Al'ID SIUflP'lc:.&ltCI: 

The Houstonia Bank was in this building until approximately the mid-1930s, when it 
closed. (The bank had been organized in 1887, but it was not determined by the present 

N ...... 

survey if the existing building was used that long ago.) Occupants of the upstairs of- ~ 
fices included Dr. C. L. Parker. After the bank closed, a money exchange ca lled the t;:; ~ 

:z ~ Houstonia Exchange was operated here for several years. The City of Hpustonia used 
this building as a meeting hall prior to 1974. Presumably this building could be includ d ~ 
in a downtown district nomination or as part of a thematic nomination for banking and 
finance, but deterioration is an immediate problem. 

- · QCCJlll"TION 01 tltYtltONMOfT MIO OUTWUIU)INGS 

This building is within Houstonia's main business block between similar-sized two-story 
brick buildings. 

4C. ""«HJIG IT 
~- ~9u"~ 01!. ..... o .... •no• R r· ri 
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l-~-0-. ;;;;.s;:.:..;~.,_w:.:.1..:·M..:.:,~-.. ~~~p~IO .... N~OA~T'!:=;~~,::":1-ii N RETURN ™•S F()RM '#HEH COMPUTE> TQ: OFFIC!: orr MISTCRIC PR!SERVATION 
P.O. SOX 178 

. .. .&Dl)tr.CllAL ~ IS ~EC:ro. ATTJ.CH 
ff'"&"..i.n; SNUT(Sl TO Tt«S "OltM 

JEFFERSON crrY, MISSOURI 8~102 

PH. 314-7~1-409.S 

129 



MISSOURI OFFICE OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION 
ARCHITECTURAL/ HISTORIC INVENTORY SURVEY FORM HOUSTONIA TOWNSHIP (HOUSTONIA) 

I. NO. ' · "'"CV.T l.O~ IUMllSI OR OISIGl'fATlONCSI 

22 
Z. C: OUNTY 

CJ's Corner Store 
Pettis -----...... ~-~ ...... ------4 5. OT HP NAtll ( SI 

a. ODCllll"T'ION 0 11' l.O~TTON 

Lot 13 
Block 10 
Original Town 

(Northwest corner of 2nd and 
Walnut Streets) 

9. C:IOll OINATU 

U T 
L.0118 

UTM 

1S. 1'.Utl 0 11' lSTUUSMG> Olsnlc:T' 

N/A 

•Z. "Ylf™Ot ~,lll'TION O"' l ~lfT'AlfT l'Lt.TIJRES 

Dutf colored 

Westbrook Hardware; Delapp 

None 

This two -storyjbrick building on a corner l ot has a recessed cor­
ner entrance (set at an angle). Upper front and side windows have 
brick lintels with stone trim and stone lugsills . The original­
appearing lower storefront is fully transomed. Display windows 
have stone lugsills. BrickSfhor .this .buil.din.qdcame frQJTl the .old. 

· Te 1nter1or incl~ es a wal I of 1ntr1 
and meta ins or drawers in several sizes. 

W. Curt Westbrook a former Houstonia mayor, operated a hardware store on the first 
of this building for several years after its construction in ca. 1919. On the second 

Mr .Westbrook stored coffins (he also operated a funeral home). An earlier t\-10-story 

building at the same location was heavily damaged by a fire and the present building 

erected "from the ground up," according to Mr. Westbrook's nephew Wall~ce Smiley of Haus 

tonia . During the 1940s or so , this building was the home of Delapp Hardware. Another 

use was as a grocery store known as Cutburth's Grocery. Downtown Houstonia ·appears to ha 

a potential historic district which would include this buildin 

- · onc:Jlll'TION °' OIVlltONMOIT .AMO ounu1LD1111GS 

This building is on a corner lot in Houstonia's trade center. 

· '1 .aml lTICN.U. !Na IS .'f&CfO, AM".lCM 
~P'A.OUT"f s.-&IT ( SI TO T*S 'ORM 

N 
N 
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L NO. 27 

Petti s 
--------:~-~-~--------.of S. QTHP N.&lllU SI 

1. 1.~e..iT10" o" Show-Me Regional Warren's Tavern·, Smiley's Hardware·, etc. 
"'".lnvr' Dl~nnina r".....,;c: ·n 

Part of north half of Lot 12 
Block 13 
Original Town 

~ , 
; 

(Southwest corner of 2nd and 
Walnut Streets} 

ec angu a ! 

S. C:Q" CINAn5 UTW 

24. OWNIJl"S II.AMC .wtO 4.CO"CS 

Max Minkler 
Houstonia, Mo. 

I lS. ::>4UIGD 
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S ow- Me ope 
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0 a 

~ . 
TDC XJ 
"° ( I 

IL :lN 'U1":0N~ T"(3 ( I 112. , 5 IT TO ( l 

U'l!STU 1 .., ( v , n.;~a..r ! .. o ( I 11-%-7'._Q_Tlt_C_R_SU_"_v_~--, .. -,.-"-.-~--,,.-c-~u-c-u--: __________ _... 
2 
~ 
; 
:z .. 

11,,..,,.-0ll'Dn .. TD (),, ... ~~~ '!D C I 

,..r.'. :tSTIUC'., 110 cX l ~7 lfO ( None 
rs. :'UJllC Off fn'UUSHID .:llSTllnc:' 

N/A 

~ ~lfT')fL't ;:QCtlf'TTOfll C ... 1 ~.&IJT ff'Lt.T'.JIU:ll 

Two cast iron colu ns and a metal sill from the old Wells & Crave 

foundry at Sedalia, Mo., enhance the front of this interestina 

three- bay, one-story brick building. The recessed, double-leaf 

entrance and storefront appears to be or'ginal and includes a 

corrugated metal awning. The north side contains three small, seg 
mental arcberl se i7c1rcul r wiod w and an a hed. tran~omed no 

p Jo-, t= r r r o r i 1 ~ P ~ .... t: 

... OISTVICE l"ltOM .lllC 
,,_ Ofll T .M:;K ON ltOA Q 

•J. acades. The f loor reportedly has been removed. B-7 

The earliest use of this ca. 1910 building reportedly was as a tavern or liquor store 

operated by Tom Warren. Subsequent uses include plumbing and hardware store, with 

owners/operators such as Forrest Schenewerk and Wallace Smiley. This is an interes~ing 

example of a small corrmercial building with a cast iron front, in relatively original 

condition. It appears that this building could be potentially eligible for the National 

Register(as part of a downtown district nomination)· The research team was impressed lb 

its integrity. The three small windows on the north side were particularly interesting. 

- - :nc:Jtlln'IOll °" l!'IY!ltml!llOIT ..,.0 OUT"aUlL..::11110.s 

The location on the west side of Walnut Street is near the center of Houstonia's 

historic mercantile trading center. 
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I. HO. 

28 
Z. COUHTT 

Fanners Bank of Houstonia 
N 
co 

a. S~Cl'1C ~~ .. l.Oc.1TlOH 32 1a. THl!M4TIC ~T!GOltT ZS. HO . 0 1' !TO"ll!S !'II 

TOWMM1-"-!ilill..-HNG1:2.2lluc:na..___ Historic archi ec ural n. a.uoioT? TU< > ... 

,,, C1TT 0" T'OWH, S'l'ltUT ADO"US ... ,7'.-ta_o_~-~-~-is-o"",.--.. -P--100 ............. ;;;.;;;.;--..-----:~~-=~~-~=-"°-(-x ... i ... ~ ~ 
treet lO. ,OUNOAl'IOll lllATVl14'. ~. ~ 

-~-~-n ...... 0·,.wr~ow ...... ,. ............... ,,, ...... ,.-u-,.4-L-,-v-1Q-,.,-rr------1-,-.-.-STY1.&---0-,.-0-1-,-1Q-,.----------~roncrete and brick 
Victorian Functional 1----~-,.-,T-itu_c:Tt __ o_" __ --1 ~ 

19. 4"Q41TICT 0" lHGINUR 

Und. I. OD~ll'TTON 01' l.Oc:.lTIOH 

Part of south half of Lot 12 
Block 13 
Original Town 

(West side of Walnut between 
1st and 2nd Streets) 

U. ltOOI' TTPS MIO IUTUI~ 

... 20-.-c-o-,.-T-,.-1J:T--o-,.-o-,.-au-1u:i--V1---------t1at; composition 

2J.. O".llJl'fAL l,/Slf. Ill' )A~ltlHT 
ljanK lProoaule 

21,. ""'Dt;HT USI 
unusea 

24. OWNOt'S NAMI .tJllO ADO"~ 

Max Minkler 

ll'Vauc:< I la. 04.&ltGD 
(~111 1 .. 
NO. •U 

rt. C:OlllOIT!ON 

'101 

4'2Cl'TIOH ( 

~( 

lllOVC( I 

S. C:)O .. ClltA Tl'.S 

UT 

UTM Houstonia, Mo. ·~------
~ Fair 

__ L_o_ .. _. ________________________ .,. a ~ TO 11'\18UC:? Tts( I lL ~&TION '"U ( ) 

STRUc:nJltl:( ' 1--------------------*'...-<.__l t--UNO--l-tfW--4T-'-·-----"°--C....,J-t 10. SITI ( 
IUll..OING ( 09.ll!CT( l 2a. LOCAL C:OllT.t.CT ~ON O" CltGANIU'nOft lS. OfCANS!1'ED?' TD<X I --------------------------1 Show-Me RPC •Y WMAT r - < 1 11. :)N -.&TtOHAL lU ( IZ. IS I T TIS ( 1---..;;.;.;.;.;,...,;..;.;.....;..m..-____________ -t ,_ 

--"-Gl'ST __ u_1 
___ "°-'--1 1--W--Cil_au_!_N_o_c_"t 2T. OTWCR su"v~ IN WHICH INC:l..UOll) 

13.. l"llJrT' al' ESTJ.8. TIS ( J 14. OIST1'1CT TD ( 
HIST. JtS'T'l'lc:T~ ltO <X I ~7 HO( None 

15. IU.lllC 01' ISTUUSMCD OIST'Rlc:T 

N/A 

·~ . e"\ll'Tl40t DIX'tll'TlON Of' t!U'Oln'AIJT l"!ATU"IS 

This two-bay brick building has a moderately corbeled cornice and 
a protruding rectangle formed of vertically and horizontally laid 
bricks in the parapet. There is a transomed single-leaf entrance 
and a large window, both sealed with plywood. A previously adja­
cent building on the south has been removed. 

4J. NIST'Oln' AICO SUllf1"1c:.Uta 

40. vtS18U "11tOM 
lllY8UC: llOAO? 

41. DI ST.utc:!: l'1ltOM .l N D 
""Oft TAiia ON ltOAO 

B-5 

The Fanners Bank of Houstonia, organized in 1915, used this building. Houstonia was a 
sufficiently prosperous connnunity during the early 1900s to support two banks, the other 
being the Houstonia Bank in the next block north. Both banks either failed or closed 
their doors during the 1930s. Later it became a restaurant and for awhile was known as 
the Houstonia Cafe. This building presumably would be part of a district nomination if 
one were prepared for Houstonia's old trading center. 

- · ODatlll'TION Off' DfY!ltCNMOT 41110 OUTIUIL.OINGS 

A building to the south, which housed a pool hall and barber shop, has been removed. A 
similar-sized brick building on the north remains. 
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:. 1110. 4. ~DOfT t..OC:.U. NAMUSI OR 0151GlllAT10N(Sl 

29 
U. S. Post Office 

N 
l.O 

z 
? 

a . S~CIJ'IC "-l~1 t..Oc.1?'1Cfol ,._ THl!MATIC. c.lT[GOln' %9. 1110 01' !TOltll!S !'9 

TOWfnH11'_!±.2.!.L_1t•111G«lZXL.ucTI0111~ Historic archi ectural zs. a.ut:MoT? Tn < > "' 
,,. CIT'I' OR '!"OWN. SntaT ADOltDS .... ,.,-. _O_A_T'l_(_S..;) -o· .. --,.-Vt;.;.;..100;..;;;..;:~::.;;;..;..:::..:.-----: _________ "_o_<_X_>_. ~ ~ 

Wal nut Street ca. 1920 Jo. ,ouNOAno11 HT11u"'" ~ 
~~-~~TY ...... 0~11-row ...... -"---,,.""."""'"-u~~-.-v-,~-"-,~rr-----+-,-.-.-ST"ni---0,.--0-,-,-,G-N----------1 ..... c_o_n_c_r_e_t_e ________ ...... ~~ 

Houstonia Victorian Functional 11.••u.. ~MSTituc:TtoN 
-•• --ou--CR-1l"Tl __ o_11 __ 0,.--L.O-C.l_n_o-,.-------------+-1-.-.-.,.-,.°'--1T_E_a~~o-1t;;.;..;.;Of_G_1_11u;.;.;.;;R;;..:... ______ .,. Wood frame 

Pere Stemmons 11-u.-~-,.-TTP-t:-.,.,.-0-..... -r-p-,-M.-... 
1-2·~-c·o•N•T-,.A(;T.-....-o-,.-...o,. ......... au-1u:i-v.---------1 Gable; asphalt 

Block 13 
Original Town 

Pere Stemmons n. Ho. o" IAYS ~ 
--2-1.-a-.. ·,~·N-A_L. __ U_S_l,--,,--A-,..--.. -,-NT _________ -:. __ ""_°"_T~---...... -~-o_, ______ .,.~ ... ~ 

(West side of Walr.ut between 
1st and 2nd Streets) 

ffi e 34. ·~ TRUTM~T 
.... n. .... ,... ..... a•,•HT---u-s-,--------------__. Metal sheathing c.n; 
.,__Po_s_t __ O_f_f_i_c_e __________________ ~"--·-l'Ulol ____ ,HU'E ____ R_e_c_t~a-n....,;:..;.Jll~~; 

U. OWN£MHll' l'UIUC: t ) 3 .. 04~ A&WmON ( ) Vl 0 

11---------------""-v"-~--'...._.' ~: 111 ~<X> rt~ .,_ ___________ lllO_v_~_< __ >,..~ ~ 24. OWNOl"S N.&MI AHO 4DOIUCSS 

Robert Sevier, Jr. 
Houstonia, Mo. 

"ST. coNOina.. Good/fair ~ I tlfT'IJtlQR__________ ~ ~ 

s. c::o1101-ns UTM 

U.T 
__ L._O_N_• ______________________ .,.. %5. ~ TO ltUIUC:? TES<X > l&. ~·n~a int ~ < X > 

NO ( ) \.WCU'WAT ! • "° ( ) 
10. SITI ( l 

IUH.DING C ) %._ L.Oc.lL. C:OlfT.a.c:T l"E'SON Oil OltGANIUTI~ 39. !JfOAllG!i.EO'.' 
-11.-.::i-"-.. -.-n-o-"""' ___ ns_c...__> ~1-~--11--,-T--T1_s_<--1 Show- Me RPC IT •MAT? 

__ .. _nin __ u __ 1 ___ ND_._<.._.1 ..,_ __ w_~_ ... _! __ ,._o_<_"4 21'. OTHIR SURVm IN WHICH INC:l.UOID 

13.. ,..llT °" ana. TD ( ) ••. OIS'nnc:T TD ( 
~ST. ;:aSTR1C~"' NO cX ) ;oQTDf'TIAA.1 'fa( None 

15 . :tAM( 01' EST.UUSHG ~ST'llti:T 

N/A 

This metal-sheathed rectangular frame building has a false front 
with a swag panel beneath its ornate cornice (all made of pressed 
metal). The entrance is recessed in the southeast corner. Corru­
gated steel sheething has been installed along the base of the 
one-story building but alterations appear to be minimal in terms 

of the exterior. 
43. HISTC!lfT ANO SIM1"1C:.UCI 

41 . OIST.lJIK:I l'1'0M ..lND 
l'WONT.t.Ga ON ROAD 

Built in ca. 1920, this long-time post office was originally the business office of 

TD( ) 

NO (XI 

TOC ,\I 

"° ( ) 

contractor Percy Stenmons. Mr. Ste!TiTions built the Houstonia Corrrnunity Church, as well 
as other area buildings and residences. Later it was used as a produce and feed · store. 
During the 1930s, it became the post office and continues to serve as the Houstonia 
Post Office today. This building could be nominated to the National Register as part 
of a trade center district. 

The Houstonia Post Office is located on the west side of Walnut Street in the approximate 
middle of the block between 1st and 2nd Streets. 

,.._.::IATf: •H. "«VlSION 

45. SOUltC:U 01' tNl'OltMATION 1t r~~~wi" 
J1,1dy Gregory; Mary E. Tevebaugh; Wilma McFail; Wallace Smiley; sit , 1_ o1ta..uciz.iTroH 
Vl Show-Me RP 

REi'\JRN n41S FOAM WHEH COMPUTED TO: OF'Fl~ Of' HISTORIC PRESERVATION 
P.O. BOX 17C 

· ~ .u: IT'lCRAL. !Na IS ... u:::ro. ATT.lCH JE~SON CITY, MISSOURI el5102 10/87 
Ul'A ~ ~llT(Sl 'T'CI TMIS ,OllM PH. 314-7?51--40941 
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ARCHITECTURAL/HISTORIC INVENTORY SURVEY FORM HOUSTONIA TOWNSHIP (HOUSTONIA) 
I. NO. 

30 
4. ""DOIT l.O~ HAMl!SI Olt ODllilfAT10N(SI 

Z. C:OUNTY Pettis 
--------------~ S. OTHVI NAMl(S) 
l. 1..oc:.iT1°" o, Show-Me 

HEG.a.Tivn Pl nn · Delapp 1s Garage; Houstonia Garage 
w 
0 

• . Sll'!:C:ll'lC: 1..1.~runo.. , .. THUIATIC: c:.lTlGCl"1' !9 
T'0•"54• 111---""lfGC~u:aia.._E_ Hi stor i c arc hi ectura l zs. u.sa.on Trsc 1 .., 
., CITY Olt l"OWN. STIIUT AQQltDS .... IT_c_aa""".a. -~-l(-~-.. -OO;.i,lt..;;;.;111..;:P;.;.;..100;..;io;;;;.;;;..;;;.:;:m~.__----1 MO ( x J "'O g 
Wal nut Street !~L .-30-.-~--0-u.,-OA ..... T1-0,.--.,-.T-u-1~----... ::; ! 

~T.~e1~rr::-'.:o~,.~-row:=-::~"---,~,~ .. ~u~,..-L-,-v-1c:uw"'.".""'1~rr~----+-1-•-.-S'T"'r\.&---o-,.-0-1-s-1G-"----------I Concrete '.:!:~ 
___ H_o_u_s_t_o_n_i_a ________________ -'4i--:F..;:u~n~c~t~i~o~n~a~l~C~o~mm:.:.:.:;e~r~c~i~a~l---------_;-3,-.-•• -u.---c;c-"ST-1tU-cn-cN----~ ~ 

1~n~.C)i1na cit v.&'""-" Brick t-------------------------1 la. llOO' T'YPI MO AIATIJllA&. 
Part of Lots 8 and 9 (apparently) 20. c:0Nn.&erc1t 01t 1U•LDP Arched· metal 
Block 13 Und · n ito. o' uu 
Ori gi na 1 Town 21,; 01trG1NAL uHt. '' ""'"~'"T ""OfllT stoa 

Mut omobi le uealersnip l•. ·~ nu.T¥0tT 

(West side of Walnut between 
1st and 2nd Streets ) 

1-----------------1 Stretcher bond 
ZS'tb"r~gr~T UH S a 

24. OWNP'S NAM( AND AQOltES:S 

37. c;QNOIT10fll 

t . C:~ltCINATU UTM 

Robert Sevier 
Houstonia, MO. 

llfT'IRIOlt ______ _ 

!:X"nM01t Good U.T 

___ L_Q_N_•-----------------1 Z:S. ~ T'O PIJIUC:? TIS( l lL ~ATlON • ~ex l "° < 1 L.WDVl'WAT ? Mai n t . "° c 1 10. StTt ( STRUc:T\Jltt ( 

______ •u_,_ui_•NG-""( _______ o-.i_r_CT_< _ _. ZS. L.OC.U. C:ONTAC:T l'!:RSON Olt OIKAHIZA'Tig,. lt. !NC.&lfGPC ~ 

11. o" uTio"""' TU c 1z. 1s 1T TH c Show-Me RPC •Y wMAT ? 
--ltEGl_S'T_u_? ___ ..o __ c ___ ....., __ w_cei_IU_!_,._o_c __ ... %7. OTWIR SURVm 11' WHIC:H INC:LUClO 

13. 111&.-T Ofl an.8. TD ( ) 14. OtSTitlCT TD ( 
MIST. JI STR I c:T ., HO ( X ) ;>QT'VfTIAI. 1 NO ( None 

IS. llAJll( 0,, IST.UUSHED CISTinCT 

N/A 

4Z. iru~[Jt ~ll'TlON O' &llll'CllTIJIT 'Lf,TUR[S 

Squares and rectangular lengths of smooth gray stone are used for 
decoration within the main facade of this otherwise rather func­
tional one-story brick building. The stone also caps the parapet, 
forms t~o hprizonta l bands and is u~ed for lugsil1s. A vehicle en­
trance lWith a modern overhead door) is centered in the main facad 
Transomed triple window (actually one contains a doorway and only 

41. QISTA#Ct I""* .lNC 
,,_ONT.Mia ON ltOAO 

4J 1t1sro'"' AHO S1a1111'1c:.uc:1 two win ows ank the vehicle entrance. The original 
· flat roof has been replaced with an arched metal roof. 

YD( J 

"° ( x l 

Ernest Delapp operated Houstonia 1s first and only automobile dealership garage in this 
building during the 1920s. Fords and later Chevrolets were sold here. Subsequent 
include Charles Harper, who operated a garage during the 1950s and possibly later. 
building appears to be a relatively unaltered example which, given its location 
main business street of town, might be considered for inclusion if a nomination 
pared for the Houstonia trading center. 

- · QDc:Jtlll'TION (# (NVlltONMPT MO OUTWUIL.DllfGS 

The site of this building is the southern end of the Walnut Street trading center. To 
the north are other brick business buildings; to the south are residences and then fann-

4.5. SOU•C:U O' 1N,O•lll.&T10N ~: f~~~nnlY 
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Wallace Smiley,· · Mary E. Tevebaugh; Loretta Higgins; Hilma McFail. 41. ORGAHIZ.lTION W 

R-Ei'\J-, -R-N--TI-1-1s_FO_R_M_WH--EH--eo-.. -P-L£nD ___ TO_:_o_FY1_a ___ o_,,-M-,STC---R-,-c-Pflt~!S~ERV~:A..,TI~o"".'N~-; ............ sh-.o ... w._..-M.e._.R ... P...._ ____ .,. N 

~o. aox 17S ... :J.AU 49. UYlSIOM 0.&n:CSJ 

.,, ~~ITlCN.AL ""'" IS ... az:ro . .AT"T'.Lc:H .JE~SON QTY, MISSOURI e~t02 10/87 
su•· ~rr s.-uTcsi TO T"4CS '0"111 PM. 314-7~1-40941 
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31 

2. C:OUNTT 
Houstonia City Hall C-2 

I. ODCJll~Ofll Q .. 1.C~T10fll 

Lot 2 
l-JJ.ll~~.Dlll.D.ie.cl.---------1 U. ltOOI' ~ ....a IUTPIM. 

zq, <=QNUACTQ" 01t 1U1uiu Fl at; com os it ion 
Block 14 
Original Town 

unoeterm1ned 
1-z-.,..-o-.. -,Gl-,.-Al---US_l_L-,-,-... -,,...-.. -,-N-T------11 n. :o..~ IAU S10C 

..__l,_e_n_e_r_a_1_st_o_,r_e ________ --11lco~n~~CNT 
(Southeast corner of 2nd 
and Walnut Streets) 

S. C:OOltCUC.&TES 

lo.AT 

UTM 

22. ""'DINT USI 
City hall 

Z._ OWNEJt'S N.Ufl AlllO ACCltESS 

City of Houstonia 
Houstonia, Mo. 

__ 1._o_"•--------------.. zs.. ~ TO ~•uc:? 
10. SITI ( I STitUCT\IU ( 

itu1uc:cx1 

"""""' I 

TES( XI 
NOC I 

n. c:c111oni°" Fa i r 
llfT'PICM,~---------

!XT'!ltl'Olt Fair 
la. ~TTON "'IS ( I 

UNC~T? NO ( ) 

IUll.CINCi C ) OSJCCT ( ZS. 1.Cc:.t.L. ~NT.&.c:T Jll!JtSON Olt OltGAHIUT10ff JS. !PCOAlfGPC>~ ----------..---------1 Show-Me RPC 1T wMAT7 
TD( XI 
..0( ) 

"· :lN u110N.t.1.. TU < I •z. ~ .di!. .. •. T~o' ,< ' 1--.;....;..._.;....~.;...---------4 Razing by. city 
__ U'Gl_ST_IJl_? __ ..;..O~(,;:,,,,,,ol..,__ ...... ______ ~......,._.. .. ZT. 0Tl41R SUltVrTS Ill WHIC:H INC:l.UCG 

13. ~ "' ES"n8. TD ( J ••. OIST'lltlCT TD ( 
~ST. :llS'nlc:'T' ., ,..o ( X I ll'OT'VmM.. 7 NOC None 

IS. lt.Ulll Q.. IST.UUSHG OISTl'1c:T 

N/A 

4a. "UlfnlO ~'~°" 0.. l llU"Oln'UT 'L'TUltlS 
This three-bay, one-story brick building has storefronts on the 

41 . OIST~ ~ANO 
l"RONTAa ON ltOAC 

east as well as the west ends, and each has a corrugated metal 
awning. Of most interest is the west facade which has two cast 
iron columns and a metal sill from Sedalia's old Wells and Craven 
Foundry. This storefront is superficially altered at the entrance. 
The actual entrance is recessed. 

A. P. Dorsey reportedly opened a general store in this building 
the site of a brick building which was gutted by fire in 1909. 
stores include Houchen Mercantile, Wicker Grocery, and Byrd's. 
as the Houstonia City Hall since 1974. The city is considering 
tion of a new building. If a district nomination were prepared 
mercantile center, this would be a contributing building . It 
ing on the east side of Walnut Street in downtown Houstonia. 

- · onc:Jttll'TION °" VfY!lltONMIJfT .ura OUT'IUll..OINGS 

when it was constructed o 
Later general or grocery 
This building ha~ served 
demolition and construc­
for Hous~onia's historic 
is the only brick build-

This building is more or less in the center of Houstonia's trading center, but on the 
east side of Walnut Street instead of the west like most of the others. 
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••. ""'EH.Rel IT 
R.f1aseranr1 • .a. SOUltCU OJI tN~OltM£TlON 

Loretta Higgins; Mary E. Tevebaugh; Wilma McFail; plat maps; site "' 47. QRGAltlUTI0/11 n 

-

...l.l:i.S.;i.1.. __________________ ~~---""'.'.:=~~-::::-=::::::-:::=:::---i w ... 
• ~Ric ---···noN <-_...;;;Sh;.:.;o~w;.;..-..:.rA.:.::· e-.:.:R-.P..¥--~~-ii N zs RET\JRN "THIS F<JRM '#HEH COMPUTED TO: OF'FlC!: Or HI~'"' rn....,.o;;.n"• ... 

P.O. SOX 179 .._~An 1•s. RE\'lSION 0An1S1 

· ~ .ami1T1CN.a1.. TNa is ~a:co. AT"T.a.c:H JE~SON OTY, MISSOURI e~102 10/87 i 31 
~Jl'UIAn S)OCITCSl TO T....S 'Olt.. PH. 314• 7!'1-<409• 
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HOUSTONIA TOWNSHIP (HOUSTONIA) 
I. -.o. 

2. COUNTY 

34 •. ltltDC.T l.OC:.U. NA .. ICSI Olt OISl~ATION<SI 

Wright Residence 

a. Sll'!Cl'1C: t..l.~BflC:•U'lON 22W 32 16.. THUI AT1C: c:.lTl:GOln' %9. NO . 01' !TO"l!:S !'9 
TO•,.,.,,. ___ ""llGa __ srrn01t --- Historic arc hi ectura l n. LUDADIT? Trs <X 1 n 
II' c:lT'I' Olt l'OWN' STltUT ADOltUS 1-,~-. ;.;0,.;;;A.,;;T"l;,;;;(;.;.Sl..;.;;O;.i.lt.-,;.lt..;;U;,;.1-00-.;i.;;;.;;;..:;.:;:.:..:;:..::....----1 NO ( l -c o 

T k & B d ~~~~~~~~---1 (!)rt ~ :-:::::u~c::-::=~r_o_a~w~a~':"'."'~~~~----t--c_a_._1_9_0_5 _________________ __.3o. 11ouNCAT10Jt ••TP•~ -
r. c:.in 01t Tow,. .,. 11u1t.&1., v1c:.1111n 1•. srn.. o" orsu•N Concrete '.:!: -1 

1-------------~ __ H .... o ... u ... s ... t ... o.n ... 1.· a..._ ________________ --l~N:.;;e:.;;o.;;:c~l.::a.;;:s.;;:s~i.;;c.:::.a..:.l _____________ -131. ••u. c:DNST1tUCT10N 

I. O&SC:llllftT"IOH OJI l.Cc:.aTIOll 

(South side of Tuck Street 
just east of Broadway) 

.... AllQOTl:c:T 0" l.HGINUR d frame 
Und . 

20. C:ONTlt.w:TOlt O" IUl&.J:)U 
Und. 

21 . O~IGINAI. un, .... All'HltENT 

lltl- ~DINT USI 
t<esidence 

U . OWNllfSHlll' ll'UIUC: l I 3L 04AlfGD 

.----------------------""'-v_ .. _~_, ..,., ~r ,,. 
24. OWNElt'S NA.MC AHO ADClt~ 

J7. CQNOITION Jack Wright 
-,.-c:-~-o,.-m-,.-.-~------u-T_w ______ _,. Houstonia, Mo. 

'~--------
!XT!1'rOlt Good/fair UT 

__ 1._o_,._• ________________ ... ~ ~ TO ll'\l•uc:? 3L ~TION "'U ( 
10. SJTI ( l STltUc:TIJltC ( ~T! NOC 

IUll.Ol*i ( I 09.lt:CT ( :ZL 1.0c:.t.I. CONTACT ll'PSOll O" ~TI°" 39. !l'fCAHGPED~ 
-... -~-,.-.. -.-n-0 .. -AL---TD-,---, ~.-L-,,-.-T--Tt_s_c_-1 Show- Me RPC IT •MAT~ 
__ qGi_ST_Vl_? ___ C>~(-Y--l ..__ELI_Gl_IU_!_N_O_(.._."'I :Z7. OTHCR SUltV~ IN WHIC:H INC:l.UCID 

ll. l'alllT QI' an•. TD ( I 14. OISTitlcr TD ( 
MIST. OlS"mlc:"r' "° tX I ~1 NO( None 

15. l'IAMI O" CST.UUSHC> CISTlttCT" 

N/A 

4L rruwn.p OCXJtlll'TION 01' l~AlfT 'LlT\llU:S 

The lower wraparound porch is independent of the tall entry porch 
on this two-story frame Neoclassical example. Two sizes of 
fluted wood columns with capitals support the porches. The gable 
porch roof has a classic pediment and a small lunette. Some trim 
is dentilated. An upper porch railing has been removed. Alteration 
include the addition of siding which appears to be . asbestos. 

•I. OIST~ l'1'0lll .&ND 
'110NTAliil ON ltOAO 

C-5 

Tts( 

NO( l 

F. H. Tuck, a director of the Fanners Bank of Houstonia, was the first owner. Subse-
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quent owners reportedly include L. P. Welborn, cashier of the Houstonia Bank. Part of ~ 
the house is said to have been moved to the site from the Tuck farm north of town. Be- a 
cause of the rarity of Neoclassical buildings in rural Pettis County, this house appar- ~ ! 
ently would be significant enough for an individual nomination if it were not for the z ~ 
siding. It would of course be among the houses selected for a local thematic nomina-
tion, regardless of the alteration. 

- · cnc:Jtt"IOll ~ DtVUtOIUIPT MO OUn'-111 .. Dll•GS 

Residential neighborhood.on south side of Houstonid. 

Note: Mrs. J.R. Garrison, 204 Broad St.,Warrensburg, has additional infonnation about 
~. souttc:u o,, '""°'"•aTio" this house. R:r~~~nrr 

Mary E. Tevebaugh; Wilma McFail; Life in Pettis County, 1815-1973 1------------1 :: . · . it. 47. OltG.UIUTIOH W ~ 

Show-Me RP N i RETURN Tl-415 F<JRM 

·- .&m)ITlCl'IAI. '"" :s l'llEEl:ro. AT'T.lCH 
sr~ut•n SHl:ITCSI 1'0 THIS l'Oltllt 

TO: OFFIC!: orr HISTORIC Pfit!SERVATlON 
~o. aox t7• 
JEFnRSON QTY, MISSOURI 9~102 
PH. 314-7~1-~096 

·~i ~iF. I''· UVlSION o .. m;m i 34 
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Pettis County. Mr. Tuck, a director of the Farmers Bank of Houstonia, 
commissioned this house in ca. 1905. Reportedly, part of the building 
was moved to the site from the family farm north of town, a detail which 
may enhance its significance if it can be shown to be associated with the 
development of Houstonia. On this example, a lower wraparound porch is 
independent of the tall, pedimented portico which dominates the main 
facade. Supports are fluted columns of wood with capitals. Asbestos 
siding has been installed but perhaps this should be considered a temporary 
condition. 

The Benjamin McClure House (Form No. 37) is an unusually complex and 
spacious Queen Anne farmhouse. Despite its deteriorated condition, this 
structure dominates the local landscape and probably contains more running 
feet of Eastlake trim than any Queen Anne in the county outside of Sedalia. 

Benjamin McClure House (ca.1900) 

It was equipped with most of the conveniences that were available at the 
time of its construction in the early 1900s: indoor plumbing (with a wind­
mill to pump water into a basement tank), air pressure to distribute the 
water to various parts of the house, a "modern" furnace to heat the house 
and provide hot water, an acetylene gas system for lighting, and a sewer. 
With devices such as these, and with the publicity generated by President 
Theodore Roosevelt's Farm Life Commission, the quality of rural living was 
perceived as reaching new heights. Like the previously cited Tevebaugh 
House, the team feels that this structure should be preserved as an out­
standing example of a turn-of-the-century Victorian farmhouse. 
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I. 'U) . 37 
Ba les House F-11 

Pettis 
--------------~ S. OTMVI 11.&lllll !Sl 
1. OUTIOfil 

.. (G.lTlV(~ 

a. s~c:"c: -'~, 1.0~TlOlt 

McC lu re House; Bal es House 

~90!-~ 11.a11G1.1Zl:L. n~a. ~ 
" C7"T °" '!"OWN . sncrr .&QOllU.S I-IT-• ..;::..;;.&;.;T'(;,;;(;.;.S_I -O-lt..;;;.;l'...;(.ll;;.;.;.100~=..:;;..:;.:;:.:..:;:,.~----.:m T~ ~ .(: 

-~H_i _1 _1~v_i _ew __ R_o_a_d __________ ..,__c_a_._1_9_o_s ____________ ~ .... l0-.-,-0-U-llCA_T_IO_ll_~_.&_T_P_I_~ __ _. 

.,_ ::n 011 row11 ,,, 1tu.11.a1., •11c:1t1n 'J.ueSTTUen Aon"ne.:iasic;111 
___ so __ u_t _h_-_s_o_u_t_h_e_a_s_t _o_f _H_o_u_s_t_o_n_i _a __ .f-_u ______________ -1 l•. •.a1..1. ,t1NST1Wrno111 

1._ •1ta.1n:~ 0 1t (Hc;1,.uJ11 Wood rame 
Und. 14 ~o,, l'TPl ~ llU.TUI~ 

1-z•o.-,o-11_T_•-~-.-o-,.--o-,.--eu-1-L.?-EJ1----------1 Hiooed w/CGs; shinal 
.• ,_P_o_s. s-.1_· b-.1-.v..._G-.e-.o-.r;...;.e,;_M;..;.o;;.r;..r;...;.i ;;.s ____ __. n. ';;;;.,°: a.us ssoa 

2R1 .e0s~,!Gld 111eAJ.nce"''' '" ... ,..,.u•T 11-----------...1 g; ~ 
Jo&.·~ T'ltUT'MOT ~: 

.-_--·..,.-a ...... Vf'T.....,, ..... u_s_------------1 Wood siding ~ ~ 

(Approx. 2.2 miles south and 
.5 mile east of K ana CC, on 
west side of Hi l v·ew Road; 
approx. 1.5 mil es SSE a- Hous ­
tonia, in oustonia Township ) 

-- . .,_ _____ ....., _____ ~ ~ ~ 

Unuse1 1:1. "W.ft sMU'!; rregu 1c. r = ,. 
u. ow11f.JfSHu• •vaui: l l l .. ~ ,,. ACano• l 1 g ; 

.... v.an1 'l( J llO.. •al .AL.~ < J JI ~ 

24. OWJllQ"S it.t.WC ...,.0 4.00llCS llOVC:l I ) 

Noah and Mabel Killi an 37. ~ITION 

t . ::oi.a111~ns 

~r 

U TW 

llfTDICll, _____ ~ 

~""°" 
Fa·r -

__ i._c_,._. ______________ ~ a OPW.JI TO ~•UC:? 

10. SfTI ( ) 

1ui1.=1111G i y I ee..lt~ ( ZL L.Oc:.u .. C.:NTl.C:':" li'!Jt!ON Olt ~T:Ol'f 19. ~GO!C'.1' TD (J. J 

-11.-;;-,. -~-.. -r.-c-... Ai..---T'C5--< --i -, .-a.- ,-, -~--T-a-< _....i S hm-1 - ~··e RP C n WM.AT ? ~ < , 

·~u ? "° 1 v 1 ~i;;-...r ~ ~o 1 1-z-7.-0-n.-,-,.-,•u;..1t_v.;..~...;;..-1 ,.-,,,-"'-,-c:w--1 ,..-c:-~-· 0
-r-

0
--t.__c_o_n_t_i_n_u_e_d_n_e_g_l_e_c_ ... _ __. 

11,..,,r,- :If' an•. TO ( 11••. ~~~ TD( ) 

""'r.: :t~tc:':'"" 'l<l <X J ~...u. 7 lfOI None 
' ' · UMIE ~ I' UTUl...:!f'ICI ~ST!n~ 

N/A 

•Z. 'U"™OI lCc:ll!U•T10" Of' 1~.&.#T 'f;Ar. lttS 

This two -s tory frame QA i s unusua ll y spacious and complex for rura 

Pettis County. It has. unfortunately, been abanaoned. A large 

open porch with Eastlake detailing angles and cu rves around the 

south and east facades. A wide band of imbr·cated shinale trim en 

c ' rc les the exterior between floors. There is a pane 1ea cornice 
band. Gables with pent roofs contain triple windows, sunbursts 

; . . -r . 

•J. •tSTCWf ..ueO SllUlll ,,C-UICI: 

41. OIST~CX ~ .uec 
1'111 Cll T .Mil: Oft ltO.A 0 

TD ( l. ) 

"° ' ' 

Benj amin F. McC ure moved from Kansas City to this large fann south of Houstonia in 

ear ly 1900s. The house was built in ca. 1905 "after a few years of prosoerous fann life." 

Soon. "an enterprisin _ Jlumber in Houstonia was put to work in the McClure home to make 

it modern . A large wina~ill was erectP.d to pu p water into the water tank in the basemen 

... and air pressure was used to force the water into all the rooms and to give fire pro­

tection. Then a furnace was installed and to this and the range in the .kitchen hot water 

aopliances were attached to furnish hot water in the rooms and the bathroom. Sewers were 

constructed and the ho~e piped for gas. An acetylene gas system was installed to comolet 

the li ht ' na arran eme. ts . "Subsequent owners included the John Bales family, who reoorte 
~ • r 1 .,...- .,... + . . 

- · : r.sCJt1ll'T10" "" "'"'"°-aT .Mo ounuJL.Zll'tGS and wou d l
0

i ke ta see it 
1 

become 

Outbuildings include a barn and windmill . mul t iple resource nomination at 
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Some other Houstonia structures that the reviewer may wish to 

consider include the Higgins House (Form No. 23), provided that an association 

can be shown with Col. Thomas F. Houston, the town's founder; the Garrison 

Residence (Form No. 24), if it is determined that this house is of antebellum 

vintage; and possibly the Johnson Residence (Form No.33), a vernacular Vic­

torian house with an interesting corner entrance and a modest captain's 

w~lk. The township also contains Osage Farms buildings, which will be 
discussed below. 

HUGHESVILLE TOWNSHIP 

Within Hughesville Township the Durley House (Form No. 41) is an 

an ehe1 um rm ousc dn hg , pcrh 1 
Revival-style building is in poor condition but its significance is enhanced 

Durley House (ca. 1850s) 

by the presence of both a smokehouse with a cupola and a tenant or slave 

house. Massive, pilaster-like door and window surrounds were used--on the 

interior. Today, hay is stored inside the once-luxurious parlor. The L. H. 

Durley family owned the property at the turn of the century and later, but 

earlier owners may have been John and Lewis Ford, until their lives were 

interrupted by the Civil War, if the local impression is correct. Agriculture 

dominates the area as an overriding theme, but the impact of war on families 

should also be considered. This was the oldest building identified in 

Hughesville Township. 
A four-building ensemble in downtown Hughesville appears to have 

potential as a small historic district. Two turn-of-the-century buildings 
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This is a two -story frame house with Greek Revival elements in its 
cornice line, semi-pedimented front gable and transomed and side­
lighted entrance. There is a two-story ell and a one-story exten 
sion of the ell. Chimneys are at the gable ends (interior) and be 
hind the two-story ell (exterior). The interior featured large. 
pilaster-like door surrounds. Considerable deterioration has 

•3. ,.,STOirr .,.o S11U11t11c..uec:z occurred both inside and out. 
The original owners of this antebellum farmhouse are believed to have been John and 
Ford, who were brothers. The Civil War is believed to have contributed to a change in 
ownership, with the property being acquired by the Durley family. L. H. Durley was the 
owner at the time of the 1896 and 1916 plat maps. Miss Sally Durley, a school teacher, 
was a longtime owner. A smokehouse with a cupola and what was apparently. a servants' hous 
are south of the residence. Despite its unfortunate condition, this house was automatical 
ly s~lected for the inventory because of its qge and historic ass cia ions. it shoul be 
considered for inclusion in if a thematic nomina io i 

- · onCJt11PT10N °" oevi1tONMetT .&1110 ounu1LC1..a agri cul tura 1 resources in Pettis County. 
Two nearby buildings are of special interest: one appears to be a frame one-room slave 
house with a gable roof and the other is a frame smokehouse with a pyramidal roof and a 
cupola. There are other outbuildin s. A lane of cedars stretches from the hou nor h 
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(one was an old hotel and the other a former bank) feature concrete exteriors 
designed to resemble cut stone blocks. Another building of similar vintage 
which had been a general store is stuccoed brick and the fourth (built in the 
1930s) has a semi-coursed rubble exterior. This little cluster is virtually 
all that remains of Hughesville's historic trade center. Some storefronts 
have been reworked, but the nature and personality of the buildings are 

Downtown Hughesville (Dates ca. 1895-ca.1930) 

intact. The unusual use of concrete in conjunction with the tight grouping 
adds architectural interest. 

The Fowler House (Form No. 48) is a vernacular adaptation of the Gothic 
Revival influence upon the architecture of the 1880s . Essentially an I-House, 

Fowler House (ca. 1880s) 
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Q. A.urn.or :z~·~c,. Cl' . ..-::JITuT n..r.r .. 11u:5 

his. is a hree-bay, two-story rectangular brick building which 
Dar.1ally~uccoed. A , eta l -covered wooden overhang or awning is 
s orted v . e!a l pipina. hree upstai rs windows are covered wit 
wood. Alterations, in addition to stuccQ, include a new lower 
storefront (the or·ginal nad a double- leaf entrance and transomed 
display windows). The cornice of the parapet is very slightly 
corbeled. 

.cl. ""Siil.% ~M 
~11\...C: 4CAO ! 

. C-20 
•s. it.T~r1'V'esr~Wrm~ir/ u e of tnis ca. 1890s building was not de ennined. However, 

C. D. tockbee operatea a general store in this building for many years , apparently from 
t e early 1900s. his i s one of a group of Main Street buildings shown on a ca. 1907 
pnoto of the Hughesville stockyards. Since he 1960s, it has been operated by the 
heel er family as a locker plant, where farm animals are butchered and meat products 

sold. his building, al hougn altered, has local signif·cance as part ~f ~he tur~-of-
t e-century trade center. It is part of a grouping of four downtown bu1ld1ngs which 

may have potential for a historic district nomination. 
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This building is near the middle of the main commercial block of Hughesville, in the 
southwestern sector of town. The block parallels the old railr ·g t right-of-way through 
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Part of Block 3 
Or 'ginal Town 
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This is a one-story coIT1Tiercia l building with a modestly battlemen ed 
parapet. The exterior i s a smooth, stonel i ke materi al which appe 
o be concrete. he surface aopears to have been engraved to res 

ble j oints between s tone blocks. ransomed display windows f l ank 
t he central , transomed entra nce. The door is new. Sha ke shingles 
have been added o e over ang which i s .supported.b¥ rouod col-

e r a i a ... r i · s st 1 11 v s , b I e n he 
ernoae iea ront part. 1he old bank safe is still in place. 

he Bank of Hughesville is beli eved to have been the first occupant of this early 1900s 
building. Since that ba nk fai l ed in the 1920s, this building has served as the Hughes­
v i ll~ Pos t Office. as a branch bank of the Sedalia 1ercant "le Bank & Trust Co.,-as a 
storage buildinq or the nearby Hughesville Locker, as a gift shop and. since January, 
as t e Hug es i l l e Ci ty Hal l . This building has been tastefully remodeled and, other 
than the sha ke shingles, sti 1 suggests its his tor i c past. It was selected for the in­
ven ory on the bas i s of i ts architecture and loca l sianificance. If a thematic nominatio 
we e ever preoared (on ban k.no ·nsti ut ions in rural areas · t should e cons i d • 
::nCJnro" °" °'""'c-a.T ..,.a oun1m • .:i11GS inc l s1on. A mini-district nomination also seems feas 
This is he t hird bui l di ng on he east side of Main Street south of Mockbee, in Hughes­
vi ll e ' s istoric trade center. 
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This i s a one-story cormlercial building with three bays in its 
main facade which consists of semi -coursed rubble topped with a 
concrete cornice. A oub le-leaf entrance is centered in the ain 
facade. where it i s flanked by two arge windows. The entrance 

• t. OI~ ~ .a."O 
'1lt QN T Alil: Ofll ltC& Q 

\OD cA I 

"° ' l 

"ti tJ -

•J . ... sren AJllO ,:u,,.,c..wtc.z: appears to oe re iat1vely una l tered. 

i s transorned. A wooden overhanq (similar to the one on the adj a-
cent bul Id nQ nor .h) extends ~ cross 1:he c; t nreirnn"' - ., .. ov-<>r.; nr / 

C-22 

In the 1930s, Roll Bealert (who with his wife Flora operated Bealert 1 s Hotel in t he 
adjacent north buiiding) tore down an old building on this site which had been used as 
a drug store, and erected the present building. he new building reportedly was used as 
a pool hall for a few years before becoming a cafe, which it remains toaay. While this 
b~ ilqi ~g is not part of the original downtown corrmercial center, it has acquired local 
s1gn1f1cance for its many years of history as a local cafe. If a mini-distri ct nominatior 
were orepared

1 
this building would be within the district although perhaps not as a con­

tr i h11H na 'h;, i I rli nn 

- :Oc.'fl ll"TION °' r;MVl~OfT ,.,.0 OUT'9\U~N4S 

Co1T1T1ercial block in downtown Hughesvill e. 

~ -• 
~ 
0 
:z -

:z 
> 
~ .. 

------------------------------------~--i":' .. ;.-::~==~:-:::;:-~IT;"""----~----
~. sou• .. •• °' '""°"M.&r.ON 

~s.Bobby ~artin; Mrs. Franki e Phillips; site visit. 
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MISSOURI OFFICE OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION 
ARCHITECTURAL/HISTORIC INVENTORY SURVEY FORM HUGHESVILLE TOWNSHIP! (HUGHESVILLE) 
I. ,.a. 

47 
Z. COUNTY 

I. ODCJtlrn011 0 .. L.Oc:.lTION 

Part of Lot 
Block 3 

(Southeast corner of Main 
and Mockbee Streets, in 
Hughes vi 11 e) 

4. l'ltDCIT l.OC.U. IUMl:CSI OR ODllil'fATIOH(SI 

II 

Old Hotel" 

Bealert's Hotel 

24. OWNIJl'S HAM( AND ADDRDS 

l7. CONOITIOlll ;7:;;;;~~-----~ii.11 ,~:.IMll!....._..J Gary and Ci ndy Cl ark 
t. c::OltOU.4TU Hughesville, Mo. 

1"1'E8Clt _____ _ 

UT 

--1.-0H-·--------------"1 2'. ~ TO PVIUC? 
10. SITI ( l 

TU( l .., , 
_____ ._vi_ui_._ .... _ <v_ > ____ oe_ .. .:_CT_< ...... ze. i.oc .. u. CONTACT ~ON Olt ORGA111Un0111 
11. ~" uno111A1. TU c , 1z.. 1s 1T Tn < Show-Me RPC 
___ [GIST __ u_? ___ ..,......,, .....,l .....,_D.J_COl __ au_~_-... o ... c _._. 27. O~CR StlltV~ 1111 WHlc:H INC~UOIC 

11. ~ Oil Dnl. TD ( ) 14. OIST1tl~ 'TO ( 
MST. 'll5nl~" lfO CX) ~~7 NOC I None 

1S. lt.UllC 0" IST.UUSHC CIST"1CT 

N/A 

•a. ir\lln"MCR Ol!SC:ltll'TlON 0.. l~ANT' ~TlJlt(S 

This is a two-story, rectangular business building three-bays 
wide with a wooden porch (the railing has been removed) across 
front and also across the front of the neighboring building on 
south. The building is distinctive for its wall treatment: 
cretei apparently applied like stucco, which has been lined 
est arge sto e blocks. Decorative arches ~ave been trac 

!XTDft'CJt 

gable-roofed frame addition (residence)On the east. 

Fair 
"'U ( l 

"° ( ) 
TD( l 

NO( l 

Mr. and Mrs. Roll Bealert operated the Bealert Hotel in this building for approximately 
60 years, beginning upon its completion in 1906 and ending in 1966. The hotel trade flou -
ished during the early decades, with many of the guests arriving by train (the Lexington Branch fonnerly passed throu~h Hughesville). Stockyards adjacent to the railroad right­of-way bolstered Hughesville s growth as a shipping cente r serving a dispersed agricultu 
corrrnunity. The hotel closed upon Mrs. Flora Bealert's death in 1966. Subsequent owners include Wes Grimes. This building was selected for the inventory because of its archi­
tecture (concrete is an uncommon buildin~ material in Pettis Count ) and because of its local si nific n · · · · · · 

- · onc:Jt1~toN ,,.. PVIRON1110.T .u10 ounu1L.C1H4S time w en its trade center enjoyed its greatest pros 
Across Main Street from this corner building is the old railroad right-of-way (Missouri Pacific); the tracks have been removed. The remains of what may have been a coal storag 
bin survive. 

65. SOUltC~ 0" IN,,OltM4TIOlll •C. lltft~P&Rlll IT 
R.r1aseran<J . .... Mrs.Bobby Martin; Leland Bealert; Frankie Phillips; Lois Gray; Site Vi Sit. •7. ORCiAIUUTI0/11 

--..;:,,:.~_.:..;~.::.:..---------------------~~~~~~~~--t Show-~e RP RE11JRH nos FQRM '#HEH COMPl..£iCI TO: O~C!: OJ" HISTORIC ""~ERVATION 

N ('I 

w 

P.O. SOX 179 l .. O./=~·/T8!:71··· RIVISI0/11 
.,, .&Do1nc:RA1. SHa is .. a:ero • .&r.'J.CH J!:~SON c:TY, MISSOURI 45!5102 
~AT"r SHUTCSI TO Tld l'Oltlll PH. 314•7!51-4096 

i 
OAT"E!'I • 47 

I 
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I. 1C . 4 . ~CL,_T l.OC..U.. NAMl! (SI Olt OCIGlllATIOHISI 

48 
l. C:::IUNT'T 
______ P_e_t_t_i_s ______ ~ s. OTHl.lt NAMl:CSI 

Fowler House 

z 
? 

I . S~C:FIC 1..1:~.\.Cc..i.TIOH I._ f');l!MATIC UT[~R'T :?9 . .. 0 . 0 11' !TCRll!S !'9 
TOwNS4111'_!U.ll_uieGE'2,Lu:c:TIOM_a_ His or ic architectural a ""3DIPT? TU< ,. 
II' c:n Olt TOWN. STltu:T ADO RDS --r,""'. -a-,.'""n"'"c-,-, '""o-.. --.. -Vl--100 _____________ -t NO <X ;; ~ 

ca. 1880s l-lO-.-,-O-U_NO_A_Tl_O_lf_lll_A"""T""'u-.-"'----11 ...... ! 
_r._o_n_No_0_r,,.-th-row-o-"f_H_u_g-1h-e-~-uv-"~-- 'i_i_;_•c;;J'f-.-,-"-----+-1-~--0-~-h-1-c-R"-e-~-f-~1-~-i-(_I ___ H_o_u_s_e_) ___ _. __ ~-:-~-~u._e_c_o_N_ST_itu_cn_o_,. __ _... ~ ~ 
--~--~~~---~~~~~~~~~ ..... ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~1 wood frame 
I. CICCRlll'TION Off l.OUTION 'undec;~~~i n~d lHGINUR .,_lZ._ltO_O_l'_'TYP_~-IM-0-IU-T-P-IAL--4 

..... -------------1 Gable; asphalt 
2n'f1cJ~'l1e"tiITT°n"ecf" IUIL..:l&it 31. HO. 01' IAU 

(Approx .. 6 mile south of D 
and H, on east side of H, in 
Hughesville Township) 1--------------------1 l'WONT ~Cl[ ~- Olt.fGINAI. usr, II" ,.,..Rl!NT 

Kes i dence l•. •.t.u. nunaT 
.... 22..-,.,.-~-H-T~-u,-c------------11 wood siding 

Residence ls. tlJ\..:.JW ,..~ 

23. CIWNl.ltSWll• ll'VIUC: l 
~v.t.n 

%4.. OWHo·s ICAMI[ AHO ADCIU~ 

----------------t Nannie Powell, Tr. (plat book) 
t . c:oRCINATU 

UT 
UTW 

__ 1._o_ .. _G _________________ -1 a~ TO ll'V8UC?' 

10. SITI: ( ) STIIUCnlltU 

Tl:S( ) 

,,., < Xi 
IU11 .. CING ( ) 01.-l:c::T' ( z._ !..OUI. CONTAC1' ltD:SON ON OltG.Ult%.A11Clf 

-... --~-,.-~-a-n-o-,.AL----TU--< ....... J-l~.-~-1 ,--1-T--T,-,-<---! Show-Me RPC 
~61STU 1 'IO ( Y. 1 [Uc;t~ ! NO ( 1 1-Z-7..-0TI4_f:_R_SU_1tv_n __ s __ 1 .. - ... -.c:-H_l_NC:_:._u_O_l!D--'! 

37. CQlfCITION 

llfT'DtlOR 

~" 
311.. ~&TION 

UNCL!'WAT? 

39. !MCAlfG!l'EtJ, 
ST '#MAT? 

AClll'TIOlf ( 

.&U'IMO( 

llOVC( 

Fair 
"'U ( 

"° ( 
TC( 

NO ( 

) 

l 

) 

l 

13. 1'1.lrT Oii' tr.::.I. TC ( I 14 . CltS~c."' TD ( ~. VISllU '1'0111 n:s ci\ 1 

"'4S'T. Jl~IC" 1tO ( X ) ~A4. 7 lfO ( None ll'V8UC: ~D? 

•:t. l'tAMlt Off [si:AaUSHC> QJSTltlc::T' 
41 . OIST~I: '1tCM .lNC 

l'1t ONT .Mil: Oft ltOAO 

N/A 

~- "-11'7'">40 X3CJllll'TION 01' 1.-0RTAl'fT l"f.t,TVRUI 

This is a 1~-story frame house with a rather steep gable roof and 
a front-facing gable containing a window. A front porch extends 
across most of the front and curves around the south. The porch 
contains a spindlework frieze. The porch roof is supported by 
turned columns with lacy brackets. Imbricated shingles are found 
in the gables and in the southwest corner, which is truncated. The 

•J. M1ST01tT •1110 s1GM11'1CJJ1ci: main entrance in the west facade is centered under 
gable. There are.two chimneys at the long ends. A 
is probable. This house was not examined closely. 

"° ( 

An early owner of this house is believed to have been William Fowler. Mr. Fowler was the 
indicated owner in both the 1896 and 1916 Pettis County plat books. This house was 
selected for the inventory because of its architecture. 

- · QOCJtl,....!ON Oii' !.'fVlltO-OIT AlllO ounu1L..:lll'f<U 

Several outbuildings are associated with this property, including a large barn with a 
cupola. This house is less than half a mile north of Hughesville. 

•C. :t .. t:Pt.Rel IT 
R. f'iaserano ~. SOURC:U Cl' •Nll'OltllltAT:OIC 

Plat maps; site visit. •1. -'"G.:.1111unoH 

----------------------------~---:-::==:=-::::-7:::=:=::::-:::::;;:;;;;:-;;;::---tL_~S~h~o~w~-~~e~~~P~~~:":":":~~ R~.· R .. n.;is F-ORM '#HE.it coMP'-i::-rcl TO: oF"Fl~ orr MISTORrc PRCERVATTON ... ~-n-.• s i 
... . ... "' P.O. aox 17g ·~·1·2.:~.&/TE8J''· ~£VISIQ1f -

... ~oirC111.t.1. !P&C% ,5 ~a:ro . .t.r..ic14 JE~SON c::TY, MISSOURI 9?!102 _ 1:t 
SCl'UAT't'. S>o<£T(Sl 7'0 THI~ l'Oltlllt PH. 3t•-1Sl-4096 
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this example has been 11 Victorianized 11 by the use of Eastlake trim (spindlework 
and lacy porch brackets) in its wraparound front porch and imbricated shingles 
in the front gable and a truncated corner. In another departure from the 
basic I-House form, the roofline on a gabled rear portion parallels the main 
facade instead of forming an L or T. This house was primarily selected 
for its architectural uniqueness. 

One of the federal government's two experimental Pettis County cooperative 
farms designed to provide a fresh start for Depression-stricken farm families 

Hillview, Inc., built in 1937-38, as it appears today in HughesvilleTwp. 

was in Hughesville Township. At its peak, Hillview, Inc. (Form No. 51) pro­
vided shelter, work and an income for approximately 16 families who shared 
equally in its operation while being closely supervised by the Farm Security 
Administration. Ultimately, Congress became concerned about public criticism 
of the New Deal program as being too "communistic." In 1943, the FSA was 
ordered to sell the government-owned properties to private individuals, · and 
terminate the program. Today, three of the austere frame farmhouses as 
well as several dairy barns, silos and other farm structures survive at 
Hillview, although the farm is much smaller than the original 2,630 
acres. The three residences--simple but solidly-built frame structures 
of from four to six rooms--are visible in the right half of the above 
photo. 

Similar resettlement projects were conducted in various other states 
and there was even another one in Missouri, at LaForge. In Pettis County, 
the FSA project (commonly referred to as Osage Farms) consisted of 37 
individual farms of from 80 to 120 acres and two large cooperative farms of 
over 2,000 acres. The townships involved were Houstonia, Hughesville, Long­
wood and Heaths Creek. One of the coops was Hillview, Inc. The other, 
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MISSOURI OFFICE OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION 
ARCHITECTURAL/HISTORIC INVENTORY SURVEY FORM 

HUGHESVILLE TOWNSHIP 
I. 1110. 

51 
2... CCU/llTT 

4. ll'ttDID'IT l.C~ lllAMt;(SI Olt OUICOlllATIONCSI 

Olipharm, Inc. 

Hi 11 v i ew , I n c . 

(J1 
...... 

• . S"Cl'1C 1..1.~rruTlCN 22W 29 , .. TMIMAT1C: UTf:GOltT .,... ___ o __________ -1 !9 

TO•lllSNI"--- 1t.&NG« __ sr:CT10111 ___ Historic arc hi ectura 1 n. a.uu.ocT? '" < 1 ... 
I" CITY Olt '!'CWN, STitr:rT AOOl'IUS t-,'7-. ;.;.0.-AT!..;;;.;;;(S-.l..;.:o.O""',..:;:.:..,.Vl.;:;.;.:.IOO.:..:i.;:;.:;;.::.:::.,:~:.._----1 lllO(X ) \:I g 

38 l"'=':~=~=-~~=---1 ~ ~ ~~~~ ..... --~~---~-----l~c.;.a.;. . ...;;.19;.3;.7;_-__________ __. lO. ,OUNQATIOlll ... TlRl.14 ~ 
T. arr o" TOWN .,, 1tu111•1., v1e.11un 1a. ~ 0111 or:s•GN Concrete ~- ~ 
____ w_s_w __ o_f __ H_u~h_e_s_v_i_l_l_e ____________ +-s_,_.d_e_-~G.;.a.;.b_l .;.ed.;._a~n.;.d:....F.;.r.;.o~n.;.t_-G~a~b~l~e~d:....--1~J-,.-.-.-u.--'°;..;..."_ST_itu __ r:n_c_111 ____ ..... ~ 

Wood frame I. ODC:"l~Olll 01' L.C~TION 

(Approx. 2.4 miles south and 
.5 mile east of T and D, in 
Hughesville Township) 

!t. CwOl'IOINAT!S 

UT 

19. AllQOTlCT O" lHQINUR 

Undetermined 

24. OWNP"S NAME .&1110 AOCRU:S 

Olipharm, Inc. 
William Lemons, manager 

__ 1.._o_"·---------------1 a °"" TO l"IJIUC:? 
10 . StTa ( I STRUc:TlJM ( 

TES( I 
NO I 

_____ ._u_11.D_1,,.._<..._ _____ .,._.J_r:c:T_<_.,. ZL L.Oc:.t.I. CONTACT l"E'SOlll o" OlllGAMliTION 

11. ~ "' -..&noN.&1. -ru c az. 1s 1T ns< Show-Me RPC 
__ ~_n_"'_1 ___ ..o ...... <....,,l..,__w_Cil_ ... _~_111...,o ... < ....... ZT. OTWf:lt su"vm 1111 ""41C:H INC:l.UDG 

l:S. ll'IUIT °' Dna. TD ( ) 14 . OIST'lt!CT' TD ( 
!ottS'T. ~~lc:T ., NO ( X l l'OT'DmAl. 7 NO ( None 

IS. ~C 01' lST.UUSHC OIST'ltlc:T 

N/A 

The two front-gabled and one side-gabled houses that comprise Oli­
pharm (along with the farm buildings) are austere frame structures 
of l~ stories. The simple design includes a small, cantilevered 
rooflet over the entrances. Windows are typically double-hung 
6/6s. Upper windows on the side-gabled house are slim rectangles 
of six panes. Three large, gambrel -roofed barns, silos and other 

44. SOUltC:U 0,, 11111'0JllllllAT!Olll 

llf'TXR!Olt _______ _ 

~111 Good· fajr 

41. OISTUICl l'ltOll ANO 
""OllTAGC ON ltOAO 

"'U ( 
lllO( 

TU( 

Mrs. Karen Chamberlin; "Warm Memories of Pettis County's Collectiv~-----'""'!""'-------1 : 
Farm 11 Sed.Dem er 1 ; site visit· Verbal Lemons. •T. 0111u1uuT10111 N n 

-R-Ei'\J~Ri.!.N.:.:.:..3.T'H-1•s~F<l:;:.;..iR~M..:.:.::iWH~EH~-c:""o.1..MJ.P\.£TE:l~w......1..:-...;TO~: ;..;o;..Fl='t~..;C%~-_,_oir~Hi...1""STC~R~1-".c:~PR~!S~aN::-::A~TI=-:o~N~-i Show-Me RP 1.o i 
P.O. aox 171 34/&.l.'JOA/T8~J49 ... r;vlSION OAT1:CSI 

.,, ~ITlCNAL. '"" IS 1'a:t:l:O, .&TT.lC:M J!~SON c:rrr. MISSOURI es102 
Rl"AJU~ S~CIT'(SI '!'O T'HtS 'O"M PH. 314• 751--4096 
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t ·"'u 

I _~/T ~ 
~ • ~ J -

~ ' ~\Vv-' ~\\' ' -~ n.~~)''"'"'"-4\...: ~~~\.~,. ·o _· 

. \ ""'e,u.J "5 

Pau1-s-;· l«!a:d" &-:A.111ia.-~aa, ·· · · · ·--12 59·2 : ]lp: ·· ./. 

his wr ."; · <· - ~; ·=- -.::/ ;. • 3-20-37 • 

... ;.·. :· to· .. .. . . · · 3-20-37. 

nra- UNITED STATES 0 $2 9, 000. 00. · 

· · :· • · The· N 9 & Et :~~- & · 

NEi= ·SEt · 50-47-22. . . . . . 
--- _ _: _ · -Edeepti -t-here-fr 1!.l ·· t~t. - -pa.zto&l· . .. .. .. 

of :land· beg. at W cor. 4 SE4 sd sec. 30, 

th N 10 ohs;-: th. .- SBwrdly:. o the SE: cor.- ,sd 

NEt SEt; th W· 2 · oh;r• :; t~ beg., contg. in all 

lOA '.• ; ;.·:. · : :_: .. • 
+: ' t: · • .:. ... : Sµb. ,,. · .!Q 11.o~.w · ~of · ,publ.ic. Road , · .ov~r . 

that part of · h.e · tlbov~ ·cies_.; property embraced 

therein. 
· :· ~·.:.:~: · ·This 

1 

dee.~· is ade for the pur.pos-e of 

correcting Jl!l dated · ~lP-3?.,· exe·cuted· by Paul 

s. Read & Anna Head, his wf ., to the United 

States . of · ~merica r c •· in 373-147, wherefnthe 

scrivener.t.ina.dveD-.te, t ly ·:..i:µcluded: an . incorrect 

dea·.- ··of- -the ·land&··i-nt.ended-to- -0~ - · -0-0nveyed .- -

------------~-----~---~--~-----~-~--~~---------,~ -- - - --- .a..•· .0 ~ --... · i;;. ·· .. C 124S9~ S.F.M. 

! ~@tSirnt 
~ 

AND MANN 
ABSTRACT 

AND TITLE CO. 

119 EAST FOURTH ST.• SEDALIA. MO. 65301 

PHONE: 816-826-0051 

S-£C .. ;J.ct Lf 7 a~ 

"51 ~-141 -3-lo-~7 

~ 1 3 - I 8 f 3 - ;lo - 3 7 

0/-v~·ox. ~ 

~-:( ~ ·4 6') 

. ~'\{~6-) - ·---. 
.-z"' 

C?rrection deed for purchase of Hill­
view, Inc., acreage by U.S. government 
for $29,000 in 1937. 
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Bois d' Arc, will be discussed briefly under Heaths Creek Township (Form 
No. 75). Bois d' Arc was very similar to Hillview, although apparently 
somewhat larger with beef cattle and sheep as well as dairy cattle and 
hogs. 

The potential for some type of nomination, preferably a multiple resource 
nomination in order to recognize as many of the surviving Osage Farms structures 
as possible, seems excellent. Of the known surviving buildings (at least 33 
of the residences and numerous accompanying farm structures, most of which 
are in Hughesville Township), several are relatively unaltered. Map P 
shows the locations of 27 individual farmhouses and the two coops. Virtually 
all of the land could probably be accounted for with sufficient time and 
effort. The New Deal experiment in Pettis County was an important period 
in Missouri history which deserves recognition through the nomination pro­
cess. 

LONGWOOD TOWNSHIP 

Buildings selected from Longwood Township include two antebellum 
structures, the W. E. Taylor House (Form No. 59) and the John S. Jones 
House (Form No. 65). Overall, Longwood Township was a particularly interesting 
area to survey because of its early settlement history . . The original county 
seat of Pin Hook was in southeast Longwood Township, along Heaths Creek. The 

W. E. Taylor House (ca.1840s) 
Taylor House is a relatively simple but architecturally unique structure 
in rural Pettis County, and was something of a mystery to the research team. 
Its brick walls seemed unusually thick for such a small building (two rooms 
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.. .. o. 
59 

Taylor House 

U ltOOI' T"TPtt MO IU.T&JUAA. 

1-aa_ __ c_o-,.-~---. -o.--o-.-1U-,-i..;--EJt------------1 Gable~ asohalt 
....... u ... nd-.e-.t.-e-.m.......,1.-· n .... e .. d.._ __________ -1 n. ';':.."a,.°-: u.u S1aa 

(J"I 

\.0 

.• , 
ZJ. OltlGlllAL USS 1 11' 4,._llUT 

n n n 
z;, ""'el:NT use 
unused 

: 
guij.r 

.... ------------------~ b011d 

UTM 

1.4 
cc, Z4.. CIWllDl°'S "IAMC 4110 AD.Olte!S 

J. Gordon & Frances Ca 11 is et al 
Sedalia, Mo. 

4':Cm0111 x) 
AL.1'PCtX 1 

MO'WC f I 

37• c:DNO•Tiaie Po o r 
l llfTPICll.....,,,,_ ................... _ 

~· Fa1r/ ooor 
"'U ( J 

"IO C I __ 1._o"'-•---------------t a °"11 T'O ~II.JC? 
IQ_ SIT~ I J ST'RU~JM: t 
_____ ._ui_i.=_-_,*"_ <_v_, _____ oe.._,_~_. _c-.... ZL 1.0UL :~TM:':' Jlt!:ilrSOll o• ~UTIQlll l S. ~£1'!?)1' TD ( x ) 

"· ~" •uno11""- ~ < 'l'z.. is •T Ta c , Show-Me qpc on~in~~~="deter ·o~tid 
__ ~ __ u __ ., ___ ..,_,_v ___ c.;_·cei_au: __ .. _ .. _o_, --II %7'. OT'Wt!R WllV~ "' -•C:M I NC:~OCO 

1~ fJUtT' C1' an.. TC C l 1 •• . ar.IT'tnC':" DC I 
-tr.'. ::IST'lUc:':' ., .:! ( X l "'OTDl'T'..t.1.1 1fO f None 

1S. ~ 01' C"1'UU~l4C) OIS"T'lttc:' 

N/A 

Two small rooms and a loft are contained within this side-gabled 
br 'ck building. Lintels (of stone) are unusually mass ive; lugsill 
al so are stone and show lines of hand-cutting. The f ront wall is 
one foot thick; the rear wall is somewhat thicker. Fireplaces (de 
teriorated) are at the gable ends. There is an interior wall, ap­
proximately one foot thick, of stuccoed brick. The other interior 
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There is a local perception that this building once served as a stagecoach stop, perhaps 

on the Georgetown-Arrow Rock Road, but the present survey (which was hardly exhaustive!) 

failed to document this~ additional research is indicated. A longtime owner was William 
Ellis Taylor, a native of Cooper County who bought the land which included the house--whi 

he reportedly "rebuilt"--in 1885. By 1919, the Taylor stock farm encompassed 275 acres~ 

and Mr. Taylor was a director of the Bank of Longwood. Owners since Mr. Tay1or include 

C. E. Harte. The hous.e report~dlx has not been l ived i.n for a P.roxifl1at~ly 25 y_ears. If a 

- · :rsc:.-tJ'Trc" °' °'"""°"aucNT ...,.o ounun • .:l!NGS wou l d be cons i de ra bl e. 
Outbuildings include a small barn or storage building and another smaller storage 
building. The resource is northwest of the site of the old M.E. Church (razed) in Long­

wood. 
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Taylor House 
Pettis County 
Longwood Township 
T48N, R21W, 525 

42. (continued) 

' .:"'l\' A't ~-~· 1 .. !f.~'c;IfJ. ... ::.:. ·;a JI tr1!,m, 
-·~ - ·-,d~~ 
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" 

Page 2 

walls also are stuccoed. There are two front and two rear doorways, but the 
easternmost front doorway has been partially sealed. Brickwork varies, ranging 
from Flemish bond on the front wall to coIT011on bond and an irregular bond on 
the sides. Alterations include a concrete porch and the removal of access 
to the loft. A small frame Victorian house has been constructed adjacent 
to the brick building, on the north. It is obviously of more recent 
construction. Approximate dimensions of the building are 37' x 18'. It 
is of unusually massive construction for its size. 

43. 
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with individual front and rear entrances and a loft), plus there is a local 
perception that it may have served as a stagecoach station or in some related 
capacity, perhaps ·during the days when Longwood was still known as Hermantown 
and was north of the present community. Notice the unusually massive stone 
lintels and the row of diagonal brickwork at the cornice, the latter pro­
viding an odd decorative touch on an otherwise basic building. William L. 
Majors was an early owner of the property. Banker and stockman William 
Ellis Taylor acquired it in the 1880s. Obviously, the significance of 
this interesting structure would be greatly increased if a connection with 
early transportation could be developed. 

The R. S. Lower House (Form No. 64) was built in ca. 1900 and is an 

R.S.Lower House (ca. 1900) 

excellent surviving example of the Colonial Revival influence on one 
particular farmer and stockman. The distinctive cameo window in the ga~brel 
main roof was salvaged from an antebellum mansion said to have been on the 
same site, an interesting detail. The iron-framed window is one of several 
ornamental foundation windows visible in a vintage photo of the razed Fields/ 
Chamberlin House. But the Lower House is significant in its own right 
because of its architectural uniqueness within the county. 

Longwood Township also contains the John S. Jones House (Form No. 65), 

a vernacular Greek Revival structure associated with an innovative pioneer 
in Great Plains freighting and frontier transportation, including the short-
1 ived Pony Express and the first overland stage company in the Great Plains, 
the Leavenworth & Pike's Peak Express Co. Although sadly deteriorated, the 
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ca. 1840s Pettis County residence of Jones has enormous significance and 

should be nominated while its lines and general form are still intact. Of 

(From collection of William B. Claycomb) 
John S. Jones House 

John S. Jones House (ca.1840s) 

additional interest, the 12-room Jones House was constructed around a one-room 

log house reportedly built in 1838 by Jesse Crump Grinstead, a Longwood Town­

ship pioneer. The remains of the log nucleus are clearly visible through 

gaps in the siding. But the main interest is Jones, who personally led 

freighting expeditions across the Great Plains during the 1850s. His head­

quarters was at Longwood, where he is said to have pastured as many as 2,000 

horses and mules. In various transportation and freighting ventures, his 

partners or business associates included the likes of William H. Russell, 
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A two-story portico, !with a pedimented gable, faces west. The frame 
of this cross-gabled house--which is sadly deteriorated--is hewn log 
Some bracing is notched and some simply rests on the beams.(The hous 
was built around the log cabin of Jesse Crump Grinstead.) After the 
expansion, the Jones House reportedly had 12 rooms. Opposing stair­
ways north of the living room led to. a room which OP.ened onto the 
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Although in deteriorated condition, this vernacular Greek Revival house in northeastern 
Pettis County is significant as the antebellum home of freighter John S. Jones. Jones, 
along with fellow Pettis Countian James Brown, was an innovative pioneer in Great Plains 
freighting and frontier transportation, including the Pony Express. Jones, a Kentuckian, 
came to Pettis County from Mississippi in the 1840s. (In Mississippi, he had managed a 
plantation for Jefferson Davis at Natchez and married one of Davis' cousins). Jones lived 
with his family on this farm which they ca 11 ed "Deer Park" until 1861, when he abandoned 
the property to his creditors and moved to Colorado. Subsequent owners include Major 

- · onat1J11"T1011 °' v.vutoNMPT .&1110 ounu1L.D1NGS con 1 nue nex page 
The property is not readily visible from the nearest road, which is Deer Park Road, espe­
cially during the spring through fall. There is a small shed or storage building nearby. 
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Fann No. 65 .Page 2 

Jones House; Gentry House 
Pettis County 
Longwood Township 
T47N, R21W, 52 

42. (cont.) 

upstairs porch (the northern stairway) and to the rest of the second 
floor (the southern stairway). The stone foundation includes metal 
rods which presumably were for bracing: 

There are three chimneys: two on the west side and one on the north. 
Evidently the lower portion of the chimneys is rock, which grades into 
brick several courses above the ground as it does in an exposed section: 

Hewn logs, chinking, and other construction details are seen where the 
exterior weatherboard has been stripped away: 

43. (Cont.) 

William Gentry, a Pettis County judge from Cedar Township. Because of its 
association with John S. Jones in particular, as well as for its architecture, 
we recommend that this property be considered potentially eligible for the 
National Register. 

Considerable infonnation about Jones ;s contained in two articles by Pettis 
County historian William B. Claycomb. An article published in the Missouri 
Historical Review is cited in Section 45. The other is "James Brown: Pet­
tis County Freighter," published in The Thornleigh Review (Sedalia, Mo., 
1981, pp. 26-35). 
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James Brown, George R. Smith, Dr. Joseph L. Cartwright, Alexander Majors 

and others. The Pony Express captured the popular imagination but it was 

a financial disaster for the investors, including .Jones. Subsequently, 
Jones abandoned his farm--known as Deer Park--to his creditors and moved 
to Colorado and other accomplishments. 

The R. N. Lower House (Form No. 68) was included simply as an excellent 
example of the Italianate style. Built in the 1880s, this frame farmhouse 
has an elaborate verandah and generally retains most of its original detail­

ing. In addition to being a prominent area farmer and stockman, the builder 

was a presiding county judge and a state senator. 

R.N.Lower House (ca. 1880s) 

Other significant Longwood Township properties include Bridge No. 
130001.8 (Form No. 57), a Pratt through-truss bridge erected in 1884 and 

,. 
one of the county's oldest surviving bridges; the George Lower House (Form 
No. 61), a simple but possibly antebellum hall-and-parlor example; the 
Wilcox General Store/O'Rear General Store (Form No. 63), a very small 19th 
century brick commercial building in Longwood; the Will A. Lower House 
(Form No. 66) and especially the nearby and possibly antebellum tenant 

house or summer kitchen; the Ream Residence (Form No. 69) which simply 
impressed the research team as an unusually well-preserved small house in 
the Greek Revival style; and various "Osage Farms" buildings which are 
noted in greater detail in the preceding section on Hughesville Town­
ship. 
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nl ;ir hnnvc:- (lRQn .::inrl 101n)· !<aren Chamber 1 1n: Carol Ma 1or: s1tP vie; i 1: J•a . .uuuTicN C '" 
- Show-Me RP -RE-:"\JAN T"MIS ~RM WHEM C:::MP•...:.l'C TO; O~C!: OJ' MIS":"t:RIC: ~ ERVATION .. a.&~ : $I :....J _ 

• ~ 0. llO:X 179 ...._ .an 1··· llKVlSIOlll 

· - ~IT"CUI.. Tl"&CZ IS ucro . .&r.'.U:>t ..IE~SOH c::T"r, WISSOUAI ·~·a:z 11/87 
W•• UT n.•lrTl !l T'O T'i.s ,C.111 .... 'WtA _ .,.wt _ ..i.~a• 
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MISSOURI OFFICE OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION 
BRIDGE INVENTORY SURVEY FORM 
I -.Q. 57 

2. :=UNT'Y Pettis 
3. i..::c.:.noN OF EG~TiVES 

Show-Me RPC 

48N 
21W 
27/34 

3. ::TY OR '""1fN IF RURAi_ l/ICNITY 

9. ::~IFT10N OF UJC.:.TION 

~. PRESENT NAME{S) 

Bridge No. 123003.7 
6. OTHER NAMECSl 

IS. OATaSl 

1884 
17. SUU..OER 

King Bridge Co. 
land, Ohio 

18. TRUSS DESIGN ANO/OR STRUCT'URAl. 
DESIGN 

Pratt through-truss 

19. NO. OF SPANS 1 

LONGWOOD TOWNSHIP 

23. ABUTMENT AMJ PtER 
MATERJA'-

Steel piers 
~CK MAnRIAI.. 

Wood planks 

24. OWNER'S NAM~ AND 

CodWf?~ Pettis 
Sedalia, Mo. 

U"1 
-....J 

" (!) 
("-? 
("-? 
-'• 
I/) 

...... 
N (Approx .. 2 mile west of BB 

and U.S. 65, on Trickum Road 
in Longwood Township; over 
Heaths Creek) 

1--------------------t~ 1---------------------------1 26. ~ t..OAO 3 tons 8 
1 

: . :::CRCJN&.lc..5 

:...ir. 
~. 

. ~ . .-w.E OF EST.l.SL.!SHED OISTRICi 

N/A 

30. ,.,ISTCR"I' 4NO SlGNfF1C).NCE 

20. NO. CF ROADNll:'fS 

21. NO. OF WALKWAYS 0 
z.z. · ~GTH: 

(approx.) ~ 100' 
a.u.a SNll9 

WIDTH: 
~ 

llOADWl:I 16' 

HEJGHT! 

This bridge, erected in 1884 by the King Bridge Co., is among 
Pettis County's oldest. A partial builder's plate survives on 
the west approach. Criss-crossing within the portal bracing 
adds a lacy effect. 

JI. :ESCRIPTION OF ENVlRONMelT' 

The bridge is on a typical county road but the location is 
just west of U.S. 65. 

32.. SCURC~ OF INFORMATION 

Builder's plate; site visit. 

1 ~ J.DC!TTOlf AL. !Na 1S ~ .lTTIICM 
s.lJIU.An SHUT!SI nl n4tS "°-

CONOmON 

r7. ~ATION TD ~ 
UNCERWAY ?Ma i n t. 'Cl i"' 

29. on-e SURVEYS IN 
~ INC..UOED 

-....J 

57 

~ 

z 
!:I 

~ 

n 

! 
~ 
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MISSOURI OFFICE OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION 
ARCHIT=:CTURAL/HlSIORJC INVENTORY SURVEY FORM 

LONGWOOD TOWNSHIP -· I. 1o10. 63 

Pettis 
---------------' s. oTMP u .. «cs> O'Rear's General Store; 

~ Wilcox General Store; Curry's Store 
& . S~Cll"IC ..I:~, l.QUno.. I._ ~lMATIC: U T l!:GQRT -.o ... 

TCW!lf:9ttll ~ "AlfGI: 2.ll:L. SICT!Olf "'l t::. 2'5. . 0 11' 'TCllll!:~ 
~ 1-.;.H;..;i..;;s..;t~O.;.r.;.i.;;.C~a.:..r.;;.C.:.;,h.:.i-.- e:;;.C;:;..:;.,U:;:.r:..:a~l ---~ 23. LUDIOT? Tis I ) ro 

II' CJT'T °" T'OWN • STlllaT ADO"US 17'. CATUS I O" lllJtlOO NO ( XI ;; ~ 
:-::~-::~~--~~:-:---.~~~---f--c_a_._1a_1_o_s ___________ __.~10~.~,~ou~,.~°"~rr~o .... ---w"~r~u~1~-~-1 .-: 
r. :rrr o" TOWN 11' "u".&1.., v1 «:1N1TT ••. ~ 0" ouu•H Brick ("T -

Longwood Functional Victorian ~ 
------------------1-..;..;;;....;~..;;.;.;.;;;.;....:...;.:.:.:.;~:.:.;..-----.1 1 1 ·B·;rc k ~0~J~~f1~"ame 
•• OUCJlll'TIOll QI' l.Q~TION ·~n'd'~·n:c:T Qlt VfCillfUR 

34. ltOOI' TTIIC -0 WATPl.AA. 
1-2-fr_e_=-.... -T-,..a.i;T-,-o,.-o-,.-eu-,-~-u--------1 Gable; asphalt 

1-2-~-naa-,.-;~-,.-.&-1..-us-,-,-_,-,-,.-~-R-E_N_T------1 n ':;,,."; ms Stoa : 

1--u_e_n e_r_a_l_s_t_o_r_e ..... ~..,P..;o..;s..;s_i..;b..;.l..;e"'------11•. w#J,,j,. nµ.T1110T ... 

(Approx. 2.25 miles east and 
1.5 miles south of U.S. 65 and 
CC, at Longwood, in Lo ngwood 
Township )( On east side of BB ) 

22- ~EnHT un Common Dond; wood si in~ 
Unused 

"· OW11£MHlll ~•UC: l l lL ~~ .,_ _____________ ...,_v_.&n_1~1 ~~ '" 

24. CIWN0t•s NAME ANO A.DOR~ 

Curry n . c:ol'I01Tlo.. 

UTM Seda l i a, Mo. •111U1mt _____ _ 

Fair 
•. e::aRCl,.An.J 

U.T 

__ 1.._o_"-"----------------oll a OP'l!:.'I TO ~IUC:? TES( ) l&. ~.&T10N 

10. SITt ( ) STRU~ltf:( NO ( x l UNC~l'WAT ? 

_____ ._ui_L.D_•NG_<v __ , _____ o_•.i_[_~_. _< --1 za. L.Q~ c:aNT.La' ~ON O" ~IZAT'lOlll l9. !Jlnl.ulGEl'Q) ~ 
IT WM.AT r ,,_ ~"' ..... r.c1o1.iu.. TU c > I ' z.. ,, rT .,Es 1 1 .,_ __ S_h_o_w_-_M_e __ R_Pc..__ _______ --4 

--«G-•r._._u_7 __ ..;"°~< -Y ..;,l .;...._w_coi_a.1:_·_. --."o-.c---. ZT. OTW[lt SURVm "' 'IWHIC:H INC::..uo11:> .._ ____________ _.. 

13. llUT Oii an.. TD C ) 1 ••. OtSTinc:' TD ( 
MIST. :llST'RIC ~ l.c) ( X ) "OT'VfTl.&L 1 11fO ( None 

IS. ~[ O~ (STA&USHC) OISTinC 

N/A 

Behind the false front of this one-story brick building (the main 
part) is a gable roof. The frame shed-roof sections on both sides 
of the original building are additions. The cornice is moderately 
corbeled. The main facade contains a central single-leaf entrance 
flanked by two rectangular window openings. Part of the brick wall 
ad·acent to the northernmost front window has collaosed. 

•S. MISTC'"' ""O SIM11'1c..utc:r; 

41 . OIST~[ ~ .I.NO 
""ONT .AMiE ON "°" 0 

Daniel S. Wilcox is said to have operated a general store in the main brick portion 
small Longwood building for several years by Hazel Lang in her Pettis County history. The 
age of this building was not established by the present survey, but it should perhaps be 
noted that Wilcox reportedly came to Pettis County in the 1860s. During the early 1900s, th 
general store was operated by Cecil O'Rear. The last general store is said to have been 
operated by a Mrs. Curry, prior to 1950. Longwood is among Pettis County's oldest settle­
ments. The original village is said to have been somewhat farther north than the existing 
community. 

- · OOCJtll'TION "" Ot\llltONMOIT AlllO ounu1L..:11tG.S 

This building is among nearly two dozen structures (mostly houses) which today comprise 
the village (unincorporated) of Longwood. The location is on the east side of BB near 
the intersection of Ma ·or Road and Wanamaker Road. 

RE7".JRN T'HIS F<JRM WHEM COMP\.-~ TO: OF'Fi~ OF MISIORIC PR~E:NATION 

·• .:..=~1r.ONAL. ~ ;S .'la::C. A~.lCH 
tt" · ~rr S)ft:CT t SI TO THlS 'QJIM 

P.O. aox 17.s 
JE~SON err. MISSOURI e:s102 
PH. 31"·7~1--4096 
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HEATHS CREEK TOWNSHIP 

Within this township the site of the Osage Farms/Bois d' Arc 
cooperative farm (Form No. 75) is visible for miles because of the size 

of its barns and silos and the relatively level, open terrain. Bois d' Arc 
(which apparently had a larger capacity than its sister coop in Hughesville 

Bois d 1 Arc, one of Pettis County's two cooperative farms, as it appears today. 

Township, called Hillview) could be the centerpiece of a multiple resource 

nomination for the experimental Farm Security Administration project in 
northern Pettis County. Each of the two former coops retains only three of 
the government-built houses, but since the original barns and other agricul­
tural structures also survive, the entire complex is available for study at 
both sites. For additional discussion of the Osage Farms, the reviewer is 
referred to Inventory Data Forms 51, 60 and 67. 

The Samuel B. Scott House ( Form No. 77) was the only pre-Civil War 
building inventoried in Heaths Creek Township, although others probably 

exist. Structurally unsound and devoid of its once-fine two-story portico, 

Samuel B. Scott House (ca. 1850s) 170 



MISSOURI OFFICE OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION 
ARCHITECTURAL/HISTORIC INVENTORY SURVEY FORM HEATHS CREEK TOWNSHIP 
I. 'fO. 4 . "DOWT L.0~ NAMUSI Olt CDIGlllATIONCSI 

Edward Zi1T1T1ennan 1 s Mid-America Dairy Fann 75 
2- <:CUNTT 

Pettis 
-----~--------~ S. OTHVt NAMUSI 

.:s... ,.~~!~~' 0 " ~~ow-~e0 Regior:ial. Bois d' Arc Cooperat ive Fann .; "Osage Fanns" 

2 
? 

I.di . S~<:l"C: 1.1~.~UTlCN 11. T>;UtATIC: ~TEGQln' 29. ilfO . 01' !TO"I~~ !~ ~ I . T'OWNSM1~-.!t.!.!l-1t•MGC~sa:cn°"_7__ Historic archi ectural u. u.swuT? TH, 1 ... 
~ ., <:ZTT °" TewN. ST'lteT 4DDltDS ...... T.-. -Cl-ATl ...... ( .... Sl __ O ... lt---~-u-.-oo ...... -..::~;;;:..;.-----1 MO ( X> ~ ~ 

C:'"".:="":':-=:"'.'."."."--~~~~~~~---1--c-a_._1_9_3_8 __________ __. 30. "ou1110AT10. ••T&JUA4 ~ ~ 
o7. c:lTT Olt T'OWll II' ltUltA'-• Ylc::JlllTT 18. ~ Olt CllSIGN 1-.-CO.;;.;.;,nC;;;,,r:,.e;;.t.::,:e:... _____ -I VI 

u. SE of Lon wood Gable Front "· ••""" ~NSTJNc:Tio. 
I ~L ciu<:1ul'TI011 o,, L.O'""TioN ,., . A11CM1nCT 01t a.a•""" Wood frame ,..... undetenni ned u. ~o" TYP1 ..,.o MATuw.. 
: (Approx. I. 5 mi 1 es west and . 8 1-2-a._<:_0_11_n_.&a0 __ 1t_o_1t_11U-,LD-u--------1 Gable; as pha l t 
~ mi 1 e south of N and J, on west ___ u_n_d_e_t_e_nn_i_n ... e_d ________ __. n :_;,,.a; u.u ssoa ~ :'> 

side of J · H th C k T 21. 0111G1••'- usa, ·~ .a.~111u.-r .,_ _________ __. ~ -: rn ea s ree own- Re idences and farm buildin s l-. •AU. ntuntQ-r 1 21 
ship) ................ ...-.-.--.--...-........ ...;.,,;~--.--..-..-. ...... ----1 Wood sidin §" $ 

ZZ. ""aVfT' USl .,_ __ ...;..;..;.~'------I <t> z 
Residences and fann buildin s ~. ~ ~ quare J.; 

itVauca > 
~&nc 1 

ll. CIAllGD AmXTION ( ) n 0 

~," •• A&.1'IMJ:I ( x, QI ~ 
24. OWND"S 11.&Ma .U.O ADD1te33 

Edward Zirranennan 
..,.. _______ llllO_VC>...;;.;;.<._._.> ~ ~ 

....... ;i: 
, i-

UTM R.R., Hughesville 
c: 
~ __ .. _o_N•---------------' ZS.. ~ TO "'18UC:? TU( ) 

NO( X) c: 10. SITI ( STIIUc:TI.11111: ( 

~ _____ ._ui_&.D_•llKl_<..._ _____ ot1_.i_c_a_, < _ _. :ze. L.Oe.AL CQNTACT ~Oii Olt CllltCMHIZ&TION 

~ •L :i" ... no""'" TD< ' 1z. 1s 1-r Tn< Show-Me RPC g ltCGIS'TtR 1 "° ( l UJc;I~ ~ ilfO ( 

~ 11 NAT °' DTUI. TD ( ) 14. O!S~ TD ( 
O WIST. ::llSTIUC., ...a ( X J JllOT'Df1UL 1 11fO ( 
u 
VI IS. II.AMC 01' tST&auSMIED OIST!tlc:T' 

~ N/A 

27. 0Tl4Clt SUltVET'S Ill WHICH INC:l..UDG 

None 

0 q_ trUlll'Tl4P OCSQttl'TtON 01' lllll'0"1".l.NT ~T\llUCS 
.~ This is a very basic, gable-front frame 1~-story house with a dis-
E tinctive postwar look although it was built in the late 1930s. A 
a. rear view of the house would show exactly the same fenestration. 
;;. Despite their austere appearance, the government-built houses 
5 were sturdily made of oak and other wood from the Looney-Bloess 
8 Lumber Co., Hughesville. The houses were built in three styles: 
~ o . "''STO'"' ...,.o siu1,,,c.ua gable front, side-gabled and gambrel-roofed. 

lT. <:DNOITIO.. 
IWTUIOlt_ 

Fair 

41. OtST.utea I""* .&NO 
""'ONTAGK ON ltOAO 

"'D c 
llO ( 

TD( 

NO ( 

:::! Bois d' Arc Cooperative Fann, of which only three gable-front houses remain along with f the original large barns and silos, was the largest of two collective fanns constructed 
<LI in the.Hughesville area in the lat~ 1930s as a Fann Security Administratio~ project to 
s.. help d1splaced tenant fanners. Bo1s d' ft.re had a large dairy herd {14~ cows in 1940). 
~ as well as hogs, beef cattle and sheep.(The other co-op (Hillview) had da1ry cows ana 
~ hogs, mostly.)Both functioned until the project was dissolved in the mid-1940s. Tenant 
<LI tanners owned the machinery, animals and crops and received wages of $1.50 per day.Bai 

'< E 

c cJ' ~re; encompq.ssed ?,204 acres, an ar~a much lar er than he fann hich s r ives.Sevel'.'al lnd1v1dual 1 __ ....... ~-
- · cnCJ111PT1o" O" P'Y'1tOIUll01T ...,.o ounu1U1NGS was at La Forge, near Si k es ton . 

The fannstead, on the inside of a sweeping curve on Hwy. J, is visible for miles 
because of the size of its barns and silos and the relatively level terrain. 

45. sou111cu o" ,,.,,01u1.a.no .. Missouri: A Guide to the Show-Me State (Wri- 1tr~1:NRC" ters ' Programh"Wann Memories of Pettis County s Col lect1ve Fann,"i.,.._·_1a_s_e_r_a_n_ri _____ --1 
Sed.Oemocrat 9 13/81 · Mrs.Karen Chamberlin· sit v· i •T. o,.a ..... 1uTioN 

RET\JRN nus RJRM WHEH QMPUT£0 TO: o~~ o~ HISTORIC Pft!SERVATlON Show-Me RP 
P.O. aox 17S 42&../.:l2.A6T/1:81•1. UV151Qll 

.• ~IT1ClllA'- !Na ~ ~aero. 4TT.lCH J!~SON CT'Y. MISSOURI «!5102 ~ 
~..-An UOUT CSl "l'O T>ttS 'O"lrl PH. 31•-7'~1-~0945 
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MISSOURI OFFICE OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION 
ARCHITECTURAL/HlSTORIC INVENTORY SURVEY FORM HEATHS CREEK TOWNSHIP 

'· .. a. 4. ll'ftDEMT l.OC:.U. NAMl(S) Olt QD1Glt4T10NCSI 

77 Lamy House 
' c:~u"" Pettis ~--------~~---------------_;~s.-o~T~H-CJll~-N-..... -C-C_S_) ____________________________________________ _,.:j 

l. 1.oc.iTra.. o,, Show-Me Regi ona 1 Scott House 
.. t:G.invn Pl n i na · · 

a . SJll!'!C:'1C: 1.1.Gzt?t("°UTION 2QW, l l 1a. -0.llM4T1C: UTEG(ll'n' 711 . .. o 0" !T01t1n ~ 

T'O-SMl
111
---""'""-- El:TlOlll___ Histor ic architectural a a.u01PT? TU< > "' 

t-,7:""". ·a-1.n....,.c.-s> ....... o"",.--.,-u-100 ...... =.::.;:.;..;;:..:..--------1 "° < XJ -o g 
ca . 18 sos .... l0.~, ... 0U_N_CIA_T""""'10-.. --... - ... -T~IJl-,-~-----f ~ : 

~~-~~rr~o-,.-r~aw--,.-----,,--,.u-,.-~--.-v-1Cllf--1rr---------t--,.--n-n.&-----0-,.-0-.-s-,~-i-----------------1 Stone ...... 
Sou th of Po s ta 1 ti ree 1< Rev iv a'" 1-,-,-.• -~----i;o-,.-sr--IN_CTI __ o_• ____ --1 Ut 

-.. --a~......,~--,l'Tl--.o,.---o, ..... 1.0 ...... c.i.-TI-o-,.---------------+,-~--""--a.-,-Tt-a---o-,.--~-G-,,.-u--,.------------1 Wood frame 
Un de te rmi ned 1-u.-11<10--,,--TYP--c--.,.-a-----ru_1M. __ _. 

(Approx .. 9 mile east and .3 

mile south of N and 0, on 

south side of N, in Heaths 

Creek Township) 

.... zcu-nc-ff e-"il_e_¥7"_m_~-~-e-'r-1U-,-L..:l-P-----_..,. Gab 1 e ~ as ha 1t 
l3. NO. 0, U'tS • 1--------------------------... "CllT 5 SIDE r -

z1R:~'fci~c~sE, ,,, A~1tuT .... 1,-.-.-~--nt--u_TIIA __ c:N_T _____ _. ~ ~ 

.... z:z..-,.,.-DVIT---u-sc-----------11 Asp ha 1t shingle s i din « ~ 
,__u_n_u_s_e_d ______________________ ~.,...:.._··-""-"'-----~-------------1 g~ 

u. OWNVfSHI" 111uauc: t , .. 04.MGO AQll'TlON ( ) VI "' 

""'v•n1 ~~" 11' AL..~<X> ct>~ 
24. OW1tlJl•s N.t.Ml ANO AQQltlSS 

James Pierre Lamy 
lllOVCI( I z 

> 

9. e:o1to111ATU 

UT 
UTM Rt.4, Box 168, Sedalia, Mo. 

Poor ~ 31. ~TIC. 

UIT'IJtlaR----------~ 
l!X'nltfOlt Poor 

1..QNC 25... °"" T'O ~•uc? Tl!:S( 3L ~.&TTOlll '"a ( ) 
1-0-. -----------,-IT-E_( __ ) _______ STR __ U_c:'T\l_ltt __ ( -t IC ( UNCL!ft.&T? NO ( X l 

_________ tu1 __ Ul--•NG __ c--.1""!'-' _______ o_a.J_e:_c::-_. _c --41 za. L.Oc:..u. eoNT~ ll'EtSoN o" ClltGAHIUT1°"' ls. !HCAMGD'!t!~ TD< XJ 
... :iN ... rio11.u.. ~ c >I 'z. 1s rT Yn< Show-Me RPC Con~Ti n'U~~ ?neglect"°< > 
__ ltC'Gl __ ST __ Vt __ , _____ "°~'-"-'~--w--c;i_a.a ___ ! __ .. o ... c.._ ... 27. OTI4CR SUltVET'S '" WIOCH INC:1.UCEI) 

11 ll'IUn" °'an.. TD ( ) I 14. CfS'T"ltl~ n:s( 
Mi5T. .:isnuc::- ~ lfO c X 1 ~ 7 lfO c No.ne 

IS. .'Ualll!: O~ &STUUSHll) OISTlll!c:T' 

N/A 

•z. ""'lt'Tl!Et ~lf'TlON o~ IW"OlrTAl'fT l'Lt.T\lltCS 

This is a two-story frame I-House with an ell and Greek Revival 
detailing. Delicate muntins fill the transoms and sidelights of 
the main entrance and an upper level doorway which originally 
opened onto a porch. Originally, the house was fronted by a two-

41. Cl ST.U.CZ: "'ltOM .& N Q 

"ONTAIOC ON lltOA Q 

story portico with a pedimented gable. The upper half of the porti o 
as removed b o e 19 5 but ho o surv·v s .. Flu s a at bo h 

l 

•s . ... sro'"' .&110 sia111'1c.uu:.E entrance woodwork was assembled with wood pins. 
This is believed to be a pre-Civil War house built by Kentuckian Samuel 

TO( 

"° c 

entered by his father, Ezekial Scott, in 1836. A son of Samuel Scott, John C. Scott, 
was a longtime subsequent owner, residing on the property until the Great Depression.The 
present owner, James Pierre Lamy, acquired the house from Mr. Scott in the 1930s. Despite 
its precarious condition and the fact that asphalt siding has been appljed over the orig­
inal weatherboard, this house was automatically selected for the inventory on the basis 
of its architecture. It is an obvious choice for inclusion in any thematic nomination 
based on agriculture in Pettis Count . 

- · CE'SCJtlll'TION (1' Dl'VtltONMOT MO OUT'IUILDINGS 

.._A,,barn, silo and fruit cellar are nearby. Also nearby is a house trailer which is occu­
pied. 

45. sou•c:u o~ 1,.,0,. .. 1.no" Catherine Scott, of Nelson, Mo.; James P. 
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4C. -,. I: l"f.Mil IT 
R.f1aseranq 

Lamy; History of Pettis County (1919), pp. 819-20; site visit. ~.-~--Olt_G_..&Jll_l_U_TI_O_N ______ --t:: ~ 
---------------------------------:-~~~~~::-:=-:::=~=::-:----1 Show-Me RP 
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P.O. SOX 179 -ll_/:J8AT71: 1··· ~EV\SION QAT't(SI •• 77 
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R"'t .a.n: SIO(rTCSI TO TIU 'OltM PH. 314- 7~1-"4096 
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Samuel B. Scott House ca. 1900 photo 
~\ 

173 



this old Greek Revival mansion impressed the field team with its lingering 
charm. Too, the delicate muntins which fill the transoms and sidelights 
are an unusual bit of detailing. The paneled woodwork at the entrance is 
assembled with wooden pins. The first owner was a son of Kentuckian Eze­
kial Scott, who is said to have entered the land from the government in 

1836. The house was built in the 1850s. The ca. 1900 Scott Schoolhouse 
(Form No. 76) is in the same section, on land donated by Samuel Scott. 

The Henry Jones House (Form No. 81) is an impressive brick farmhouse 

built, like several of the county's other significant structures, from local 
clay bricks fired in a homemade kiln. Constructed in 1878, the Jones House 
is an impressive example of the Italianate style. The five-bay main facade 

Henry Jones House (1878) 

is symmetrical, with a wood portico. The metal-covered hipped roof is 
topped with a deck. Original shutters are still in place and functional. 
The site is near the old Arrow Rock-Georgetown· Road. This house primarily 

impressed the research team for its architecture. The home has remained 
in the Jones family through three generations~which adds to its signifi­
cance. Henry Jones, a native of Delaware, came to Missouri with his 

family in the 1860s. In addition to the Arrow Rock-Georgetown Road, 

traces of the earlier Osceola Indian trail which it shadowed are 

said to be visible by the Pettis County Historical Society. 
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MISSOURI OFFICE OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION 
ARCHITECTURAL/HISTORIC INVENTORY SURVEY FORM HEATHS CREEK TOWNSHIP 
L HO . 4. ~DENT L.Q~ HAME(SI 0" ODUiNATlON<Sl 

81 
Jones Farm 2. <;OUHTT 

Pettis 
-----~~~-....... ----~ ~. OTMVI N.AMC(Sl 

Henry Jones House 

None 

a nearby house that was demolished. 
Built in the 1870s by Henry Jones, this brick Italianate fannhouse was near the old 
Arrow Rock-Georgetown Road and the earlier Osceola Indian-French trails, the Pettis Coun 
ty Historical Society points out in a tourist brochure. The land was originally ·purchase 
from the government by Thomas Jopling, who had passed through as a member of a surveying 
party in 1834, according to W. A. McVey. · Jopling built a house behind .the present build ~ 
ing. Jones, who purchased the land from Jopling, is thought to have constructed the :z 
house from bricks made nearby, in 1878-79. Jones \'1as a fanner and breeder of live­
stock. It appears to be significant architecturall as well as throu h its lon -tenn 

- · on~lfTtoN,,, oe.,,,.,0 ,..,.111T ..,.0 ounuu • .ciNGSassocia ion wi a singe ami y. 
Numerous barns and other outbuildings dot the landscape around the principal building. 
The house is approximately .75 mile east of EE, on a private road. 

"5. sou11c;u o~ IN~O .. MAl'TON ••• ~rl"f.RC IT 
The History of· Pettis County and Sedal ia.l Mo. (McVey); glat maps; R.r1aseranri 
w. A. McV ; n i . · · · Mrs. Betq Bob Scotten Jones. •7. 011c;AH1uTioN 

R-ETIJ-1 :.:.R~N..:..:.:TI-1.:.:..1:.:;sw...RJ..:R.:.:M:..ll.ll.i..WH..._EM~·c-o""M..,P~u: ... ..l1"'"e:a-.,,..11T""o-: _o_m_a......,_o_rr_M-1STO......,-R.,.1""'c--:,, ... R ... D~ERv.~:A~T1~0"."".H-"""1 Show-Me RP 
P. o. aox 179 .... .-... n o . itEVtS•o" 

· ~ ~1T'IC111AL SN.a is !'IEn:ro . 1.TT.&c:H JEFFERSON OTY, MISSOURI e102 /26/88 
Ja,_.ll .A. l"! SMCET ( SI TO Tl4tS 'OltM PH. 314-7,.--4096 
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Fann No. 81 

Jones Fann; Henry Jones House 

T.47N., R.20W., S.29/30, Heaths Creek Township, Pettis County 

42. (Continued) 

Paired Italianate brackets provide decorative support along the cornice. The 
original shutters are stfll fn place and functional. Much of the original glass 
is still found in the double-hung, 4/4 windows. 

43. appear to be potentially eligible for the National Register, either an individual 
nomination or as part of a thematic nomination. 

45. Betty Bob Scotten Jones has compiled a history of the Jones Fann. Mrs. 
Jones and her husband, Van Gorrell Jones, purchased the property in the 1960s. 
Renovation and redecorating have been carefully done with the intention of 
preserving the integrity of the house and other buildings. 
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LA MONTE TOWNSHIP 

Within this township, most of the buildings identified as possibly 
significant were found in the city of La Monte. The La Monte City Hall 

(Form No. 89) was a small but rather spectacular local example of Greek 

Revival styling in a public building when it was constructed in ca. 1914. 

Former La Monte City Hall (ca.1914) 

Why this building seemingly fell from grace is still to be determined, but 

the city sold it in the 1930s. It was soon converted into a stable for 
show horses. Originally, it contained a stage and was the site of movies, 

plays and occasionally high school graduations as well as the place where 

city business was conducted. The pilastered main facade is dominated by 
an ornamental metal-trimmed pediment above a segmentally-arched entrance. 

The building shows considerable deterioration but its nature and perso~ality 
are intact. 

Also in La Monte, the team wishes to specifically note for their 
architecture the James S. White House (Form No. 96) and the Herbert Reavis 

House (Form No. 97), both frame Italianates. Of the two, the White House 

is the simpler design. The more complex Reavis House also has a roofline 
ranging from hipped to mansard (over a two-story bay window). Both houses 

have elegant front porches, arched window surrounds, pilastered corner 
boards and intricate decorative brackets along the eaves. Also, both 

buildings were apparently constructed in the 1880s. Other La Monte 
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The pilastered main facade of this false - fronted bu i lding is domin 
ated by an ornamental met al - trimmed ped iment above the segmentally 
arched entrance. The three main facade arct-es contain keystones. 
The entrance originally i ncluded a fanlight. Behind the false 
front, the roof is gabled. The building has been converted into 
a stable and shows considerable deterioration. On the north side 

43 . ...STOirr .&HO SllUl1"1c:.uta: ugs l 
Built i n ca . 1914, this interesting building served as t he LaMonte 

'<>. VISllU: Jl'WOM 
ll'UaL.JC ltOAD ~ 

41. OIST.olNCf ~ .lNO 
"'ONT AGI: Off ltOAO 

during construction of the LaMonte high school, provided classroom space (in ca. 
1919) . With its Greek Reviva l front, this is a rather unique building in Pettis 
County. Orig i nally, it contained a stage and was the site of movies, plays, and high 
school graduations until i ts conversion into a stable for show horses in the 1930s. It 
also has been used as a ro ll er skating r ink. After the building was sold by the city, it 
was used by Scott and Jim Higgins who raised and trained show horses, as a s~able. Area 
add iti on c t han i · has been used as a w r k · 

- · o~'-"'l'T ~o" .°" v.vt"°""'°'T ...,.o ounu1 L..01~ rr~R~~!BQnfhB~i.i~iR~ considered an_architecturally 
This bu1ld1ng faces downtown LaMonte fram wha~ wouYa ~e l~e center of Pine Street, 
except that the street jobs around it. 

~. SOURC~ 01' 1Nl'OflllllATION 

Pettis Cou nty P~at Boo k (1916); site visit; Te rry and Toots Files. 
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buildings for consideration include the old Hainline Blacksmith Shop (Form 

No. 90), the former Farmers Bank with its relatively original storefront 
(Form No. 91), and a matched pair of small Queen Anne houses in the 200 
block of Chestnut, one of which is inventoried (Form No. 94). 

James S. White House {ca.1880s) 

Herbert Reavis House (ca. 1880s) 

The unincorporated township was not particularly rewarding with the 

exception of a log structure of undetermined history (Form No. 85). Unfor­
tunately, the building has partially collapsed. It is interesting for the 
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ARCHITECTURAL/HISTORIC INVENTORY SURVEY FORM LAMONTE TOWNSHIP (LA ~NTE) 
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This is a well-preserved example of a three-ranked two-story . - -~ -
frame Italianate style house with a simple hipped roof. . .. · · ,~, .. ~e'.-; 

~ 
,. 

Cl) a 

The symmetrical main facade contains three windows above a ft I ... rl l.\i - z 

central door and two windows. The windows have predom inant hoods 0 .. 
~ ·- c: ~ 

VI 

with pointed arches. The cornice and entry porch are bracketed. d~.;, - - ::::---'W 11) .. 
'"Y <" ' 

Capitals of the porch columns are echoed in pilaster corner boards ........ '-.. 

•S. 1115'Ttl1fT UC SIM1"1c:.&lla I-4 

Early ownership of this house was apparently by James S. White, who came to LaMonte 
in 1881. Mr. White~n~erved as postmaster and proprietor of a hardware store, was a i.-

~ 

native of Annstrong Co., Pennsylvania. The 1916 plat map i ndicates that James ~hite .. 
0 

was the owner then. Mr. White's old store no longer exists. This house was selected for ~-~z 
the inventory on the basis of its relative ly unaltered Italianate architecture. It woulc :z ~ 

be a logical choice for inc usion in a thematic nomination of LaMonte's older buildings. 
'i 

The team also likes it as an individual resource. ""--

Dl\1 .. ,'CIUICCT ~a OU ~I.DI fltGS • -· :nCltl"'IOll OJI • z 

This house is in a residential neighborhood the west side of Main Street, the main 
0 

on 1') 
.. 

north-south thoroug hfare through La Monte. w 
:c 

••• ~I'.~ .,. -45. SCUltC:U Q,, , .. ,,0 .. 111.ar.011 R.f~aser.rnry 
The History of Pettis County ( 1882); plat maps; Terry and Toots . ... 
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Weller Residence 
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(South side of Parker Street/ 
Carroll Road near east edge of 
La Monte, in La Monte Town ­
ship) 
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N/A 

Reavis House 

Z4.. OW.DI"~ N&Mf; AllQ .u:IDll~ 

Leroy Weller 
Sedalia, Mo. 
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This Italianate has a steeoly pitched hipped roof which becomes 
a true mansard (but without a window) above a two - story bay win-
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dow on the west. Typical talianate styling appears in the richl ~ : 

detailed cornice and a small but ·elegant front porch. Many wind :I:! 
surrounds are moderately arched. The front porch is also arched g ~ 
It appears that a porch on the west side has been enc osed. ~ 
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During the 1920s, the owner was Herbert Reavis. Mr. Reavis later operated a Ford 
dealership in La Monte. This house was se lected for the inventory because of. its 
architecture, as a r elatively unaltered asyrrrnetrical example of an Italiana te in a 
rural setting. Although the house i s presently within the city limits of La Monte, i t 
originally was a fannhouseon the outskirts of town. This was among t.he county's bette 
Italianates in terms of being equipped with virtually all of the detail ing . that i t star 
out with . 

- · cnc:Jhl'TIQll ~ OIVlllCNMOIT ..,.0 QU.,.,11..Q!NGS 

Outbuildings include a barn and a garage. 

.s.. squ•c:~ oir 111iro11•.1.no11 • • 
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Square-hewn logs are secured at the corners with square notching i 
this example, and pegging was used for stability as may be seen in 
one of the accompanying photos. Chinking is visible where the 
wood siding has been removed. The main roof has collapsed. Ther 
is a shed-roof addition. This was apparently a 1~ or two-story 

40. VISllU: ""0111 
flU8UC: '90&0 ~ 

41. OIST.ll!KE '1ltOM ANO 
l"IONT_,,. ON lllOAO 

Original ownership of this log house was not determined. The land was apparently owned 
by the Rucker family during the late 1800s. The date of construction is unknown~ Settle­
ment in LaMonte Township was under way in the 1830s. However, the probability is that 
this house is a later manifestation of the pre-railroad log structure. .This building 
was selected for the inventory automatically, despite its poor condition, for its 
apparent historic associations and architecture. (No other building with its log struc­
ture visible was found throughout Pettis Count 

- · CCSc:JtlflTION <# PV!ltONlllCNT AND OUTWUIUlllfGS 
There are no outbuildings. The property is on the north side of a gravel road. 
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Plat maps; site- visit. 
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P~rtial plat map of Georgetown, ca. 1896 Source: 1896 Pettis County ~tl~s 190 



glimpse it affords of early construction techniques. Settlement in La 
Monte Township was certainly under way in the 1830s, but this may simply 
be a later manifestation of pre-railroad architecture. Most of the county's 
surviving log buildings are 11 incognito 11 behind a variety of sidings and 
other exterior modifications. 

DRESDEN TOWNSHIP 

None of the inventoried resources was determined to be of high 
significance with regard to the historic or architectural themes of the 
county, although more intensive surveying may yield a few buildings of 
greater merit. 

CEDAR TOWNSHIP 

The center of antebellum architecture in Pettis County was in Cedar 
Township where the timing was right for men with wealth to construct their 
mansions in the classical tradition of the Upland South. While this rich 
area contains one building listed on the National Register (the General 
David Thomson House), several others are probably eligible individually 
or as part of a multiple resource nomination. Men of prominence already 
had settled in the township when, in 1837, the county seat was moved to 
Georgetown. Georgetown's antebellum architecture appears to have vanished, 
but the surrounding area still contains such significant pre-Civil War 
structures as the Lewis Redd Major House (Form No. 102), the Mccurdy House 
(Form No. 104), the Richard Gentry House (Form No. 106), the \~ill iam Gentry 
House (Form No. 112), the Female Academy (Form No. 113), and the Ellis 
House (Form No. 115), as well as the National Register-listed Thomson 
House. 

Lewis Redd Major married General Thomson's oldest daughter and his 
mansion (Form No. 102) is readily visible from Elm Spring, as Major's father­
in-law's house was called. The two houses have many similarities, and in 
fact Thomson is said to have 11 built 11 the Major House (known as Sunny Side) 
as a present for his daughter, in the 1840s. Elm Spring has been well­
maintained and is used as a private residence today but Sunny Side is a 
windowless hulk, although it remains remarkably solid. In some ways, 
Sunny Side was the more ambitious building. For example, it has a rearward 
extension of two stories rather than one, as has Elm Spring. Plus the 
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portico contained a deck which was accessible from the second level. In­
side, both houses were appropriately well-appointed in the classical 
style. 

Lewis Redd Major House (ca. 1840s) 

The Mccurdy House (Form No. 104) apparently became the home of John 

Mccurdy in the 1890s, but additional research may show that it is half a 
century older than that. This building may have been associated with A. 

Mccurdy House (ca.1860s) 

M. Forbes, a Pettis County judge during the 1850s. While essentially a 
brick I-House with an ell in form, the Mccurdy House is unlike the other 
antebellum mansions of the township in that it appears closer to the Fed-

eral or another early style than to Greek Revival. The western extension 
194 
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4~. ll"YlfntOt OCCJlttl'TlON 01' lllll~lil'TAllT "1'.ATUltl!I 
The Lewis Redd Major House is a five-bay wide, two-story brick 
building one room deep with a two-story brick ell at the rear . The 
synmetrical south facade contains the transomed, side-lighted en­
trance with a somewhat smaller, slightly less elaborate doorway 
just above it. (The old front porch has been removed. ) There are 
eight rooms including a kitchen, each with its own fireplace and 
mantel. The main facade is the "best" facade featurin Flemi h 

41. OIST.lltCC ~ AND 
111tOllTAGI ON "°"O 

4S. 1e1STC"" .uco s1a111l'1c:.ueu Le\'ll~~ Redd Major, a Kentuckian and t he son-in-law of General David 
Thomson who commissioned the National-Registered Thomson House i n ad j acent Section 7 is 
associated with this house in the early decades atter its constr.uction in the 18t40s.1Ihom -

· ·d t h "b "lt" th· h f n1s e 1uest aaugnte r Mlldrea t. {Mrs. MaJot. son is sai o ave ui is ouse or Major "was one of the wealthiest men in he : 
county but he died in the prime of life from typhoid fever," reported Hazel Lang. The Ma- 0 

~~ jor estate was called "Sunny Side." A marker in a small cemetery east of the house con- °' ~ 
tains the inscription: "Lewis Redd Major . .. In Ky. 1796 ... In Mo. 1844." Nearby gravestone :z i 
bear the names Robert R. Damron and Fran k F. Adams, with deathdates in the 1890s. Various 
subsequent owners include Daniel Ryan, John Hancock and C. R. Both\'1el 1. The house re or-

- · OISatll'TIOllll "' Dl\llltONllllPT AMO OUTIUIU)I~ con . 
The house is at the end of a l~ne ppproximately one-hqlf .mile from the blacktop roadAon 

the east. A .. barn and two smaller barns or storage buildings are west of the house. 
ma 1 .cerneter lie . a proximately 400 feet from the house on the east. The surrounding 
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Form No. 102 

Pettis County 

Lewis Redd Major House 
T.46N., R.21W., S.6 

42. (continued) 

Page 2 

bond brickwork instead of the simpler common bond used in the rest of the 
building, and sawn stone foundation blocks instead of the rough stone other­
wise used. Window arches are flat and segmental; two have radiating 
voussoirs. Interior woodwork appears to be Greek Revival-influenced, with 
walnut the predominant wood. Bullseye decorations in the frieze blocks 
are used in the parlor mantels. The rear section or ell has a split-
level design between the first or middle unit and the northernmost 
unit containing the kitchen with a room above it. 

The main east-west section is approximately 56 feet long and 20 feet 
deep. The rearward ell is approximately 46 feet long and 20 feet wide. 
The approximate total depth of the building from front to rear is 
66 feet. First floor ceilings are 11 feet. 

Mantles are wood. Interior walls are plastered; the plaster is of the 
11 horsehair 11 variety. Wood pins are, of course, used to secure elements of 
the interior paneling. Floors consist of random width oak boards. 

Considering the fact that most of the glass is missing from the door and 
window openings, the flooring is remarkably solid. The stairway railing 
has been removed. Graffiti has been sprayed on several wall surfaces. 
Small attic windows on the gable ends have been bricked over. 

43. (continued) 

tedly was last occupied in the 1970s. While this house is far from a 
carbon copy of the Thomson House (which among other things has a rear ell of 
only one story and no second level entrance to its porch), it was constructed 
at approximately the same time and the similarities are in some cases strik­
ing. It would seem eligible for the National Register on the basis of its 
architectural merits as well as its history as an ante bellum house within 
the Georgetown context. (Georgetown was an early Pettis County seat, pre­
dating Sedalia.) 
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of this significant building includes a double veranda. The home 
remains in the Mccurdy family today. 

The former Bothwell School (Form No. 105) could be a leading building 

under the county theme of Education. This building also is architecturally 

Bothwell School (1916) 

unique, with a coursed rubble stone foundation which is buttressed at 
the corners. The exterior is covered with a combination of wood shingles 

and weatherboard. With its visible rafters, the building has a Craftsman 
look. Sedalia attorney and businessman John H. Bothwell was the primary 

Bothwell Lodge (1897+) 

benefactor for Bothwell School, and the use of stone and shingles seems to 

reflect the same taste in his own blufftop lodge. While the schoolhouse is 
significant in its own right, its association with Bothwell--whose lodge 
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Named after John H. Bothwell, its principal benefactor, Bothwell School was constructed 
in 1916. The first teacher (Mrs.E.B.Crain) and her husband were guests at Bothwell Lodge 
from September through most of December in 1916, while a teacher's residence was construe 
on land purchased by Mr.Bothwell. The school operated through 1968, when the district 
became a part of Sedalia No. 200. Altogether, 119studentsweregraduated-fromthe 8th grade 
Architecturally, this rural schoolhouse is one of several Pettis County variations on 
a common the~e and should be considered for a thematic nomination. This building is es-
ec1al I s1 n1ficant for its association with Mr · · · 

- · onc:Jt1 111T ro 111 °' 0tvt1tONMPT ..,.0 ouT11.11LD1..u ree acres o an w ic contained the building 
This schoolhouse is located on the old highway (now Claycomb Road), just south of a re­
tirement home complex. U.S. 65 is just to the west. Outbuildings are nonexistent excep 
for an outhouse. 
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and Stonyridge Farm comprise nearby Bothwell State Park--adds greatly 

to its interest. Bothwell School functioned as a rural schoolhouse 
from its construction in 1916 until 1968 . Since Pettis County's old 
rural schoolhouses illustrate a range of building styles, a thematic 
nomination (Education) may also be indicated. 

The Richard Gentry House (Form No. 106) is another antebellum 

structure which the research team recommends for particular attention. 

Richard Gentry House (ca.1854) 

Gentry came to Missouri from Kentucky with his parents (Richard E. Gentry 
was his father) in 1809, and became a sheep breeder. Constructed in the 
1850s, his frame Greek Revival home has a portico and is two rooms deep 

with a small rearward extension which has been connected to another build­

ing. Despite this and other alterations, the impact of the relatively, 
original main facade cannot be denied. Also, a family history of significance 
could be developed for the Gentrys who were in the county during its early 
years of settlement. Two other outstanding Gentry houses were identified 
in Cedar Township and will be discussed below. The original log house of 

Richard E. Gentry also exists within the walls of a later house, in the 
northeastern corner of the township . 

Of the extant Georgetown buildings, the old Georgetown Public School 
(Form No. 110) was identified as an extremely impressive structure dating 
from the 1890s or earlier . Architecturally, with its fanlight above 
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This is a two-story frQme Gre~k Revi val-styled house wi th a two ­
story portico. The building is two rooms aeep. A one-story rear­
ward extension has been joined (an alteration) to a gable- fronted 
building which se rves as a double garage. Upper and lower portico 
entrances and another entrance on the northeast corner are transom 
and sidelighted . Gable ends contain cornice retu rn s. The main 
(south) facade has been altered by the addition qf vinyl siding. A 
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The first owner of this ca. 1854 house was Richard Gentry , who came from Ken t uc ky to Mi?,s 
with his parents (Reuben E.Gentry was his fath er) in 1809. Richard began purchas ing lana :i:: 

(in what was still Saline Co.) in 1828 . Eventually he owned several t housa nd acres and c ~ 
apparently was well - known as a sheep breeder. The size of the herd is said to have ranged~ ~ 
from 2, 500 to 5,000 head. Upon his death at the home in 1365, nearly 1,100 acres of the .,. ~ 
land including the homestead were i nherited by a son, Richard W. Gentry, who continued °' ~ 
the sheep husbandry business as t he St.Cloud Stock Farm. A recent owner was t he Higdon .:z ~ 
Potter family. Upon Mr.Potter's death in 1984, the estate was given to State Fa i r Commun-
ity College in the hope that it could be maintained as a museum. This is one of at 1 

- onCJt1111TtoN °' VfV'IJ1tOHM01T ..uco ounu11.D1NGS our entry ami y ouses known to survive in Cedar T 
· Outbuildings associated with this ship. We recommend that it be considered for nomina -
house include what appears to be tion on an individual or multiple resource basis. 

enant h use, s oke b and stora e shed. The ro ert is at the end of 
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Fann No. 106 
Ridge Crest Farm; Gentry House 

S. 12, T.46N., R.21W., Cedar Twp., Pettis County 

43. {continued) 

The other Gentry houses identified by the present survey are as follows: 

William Gentry House (Cloney Family Fann), S.20, T.46N., R.21 W., Fonn No. 

Reuben J. Gentry House, S. 26, T. 46 N., R. 21 W., Fann No. 

Reuben E. Gentry House, S. 2, T. 46 N., R. 21, W., (not included in inventory; 
significantly altered by enclosure within another structure) 

Reuben E. Gentry was the father of both William Gentry and Richard Gentry; Reuben J. 
Gentry was a son of Richard Gentry. The Reuben E. Gentry property is northwest of 
the Richard Gentry fann (the subject of this inventory sheet), and is a local his­
toric site designated by the Pettis County Historical Society. The Reuben E. Gentry 
property was known as Wood Dale Fann after a son, Nick Gentry, developed it as a 
hog and cattle fann. The original three-room walnut log house was constructed in -
ca. 1819. Today :this structure is contained within a larger building and reportedly 
is no longer recognizable. 

The following are views of the Richard Gentry House and outbuildings: 

~ . ~ ·. 
~.·;,-'\ ...... _ 

-~- I 
/Ji ... "" 

, ·~ 

~~ ....... · .. n: ~ - ...... --.... 
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the entrance and other detailing, this building was the best example of 
the Federal or Adam style found in rural Pettis County. It is also 
unique as the county's only two-room rural schoolhouse made of brick. Last 
used as a schoolhouse in 1968, the building presently serves as the George-

Georgetown Public School (ca. 1890s) 

town Community Building. While this interesting building appears to be 
individually significant for its architecture, it would also enhance a 
multiple resource nomination within the theme of Education. 

Major Wm. Gentry House (ca. 1850s) 

The Major William Gentry House (Form No. 112) was the home of Pettis 
County pioneer Reuben E. Gentry's youngest son. Because of its massive 
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This one-story brick Adams style building has an arched, re­
cessed entrance with a fanlight. The entrance--in a central 
projecting wing--may originally have had sidelights. A sealed 
circular window in a recessed panel above the entrance contains 
a ventilation window. Most windows (double hung 4/4) have pro­
jecting segmental arches and stone 1ugsills. A rear entrance 
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The Georgetown School was Pettis County's only two-room rural schoolhouse made of brick 
The date of construction was not determined but the building was in use as a school in 
the late 1800s. The last school year was 1967-68. It has since served as the Georg 
town Community Building. Grades 1-4 usually were taught in the west room, and grades 
5-8 in the east. In 1968, annexation sent a portion of the district to the Sedalia No. 
200 School District and a smalle r portion to the Reorganized R- V District. The build-
ing should be considered for nomination to the National Register the basis of its 
architecture and histor or as art of a thematic ed · 
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This two-story br i ck house has some well-defined Greek Revival ele 
ments, particularly its two-story pedimented portico. The columns 
are sguare with relatively pl ain capitals and bases. The entabla­
ture 1s wide, tiered, and relative ly plain. The main entrance and 
the entrance to the upper deck are sidelighted, with pilasters. 
Windows on the main f acade are 6/6. The house has been extended 

a ard but the date of t · wor w t determined by the prese 

41. QIST.IJK! ~ .&NQ 
l"ltOl'IT AoliC ON ltOA 0 

•J. 141STC"1' AND SIM1"1~C:Z: V-25 
Ma j or William GentrY, ,_youngest son of Pettis Co. pioneer Reuben E. Gentry, built this an 
bellum house on lana 1nher1ted by Major Gentry's wife, Ann Redd Major, apparently in the 
1850s. Major Gentry raised horses, mules and sheep on his 6,000 acre farm, with. slaves 
reputedly making the bricks for the residence (according to Lang). Major Gentry was 
closely involvea with the development of. railroading in the Seda1ia area, serving at 
vari ous times as di tector or in some c~ses gr~sident of the Lexington und St.Louis, the 
Katy , and the Seda l ia, Warsaw and Southern Ra1 lways. Major Gentry ~as marshal of thefir 
StatehFQdir, held at Boonville, a d tom ted other fairs in Pettis county, SQroe of which 
ere el on his farm. tie was a et is oynt ,i dge for ZQ years and, in 18/4, he ran 

- · cn~l"T10" °' ENYlltONMPT .,.o ounu1LD1NGS ouse coul e sig i 1can arc i ec ura y or 
This farm is $aid to include Qn old.qyartY.whicb provided foundation stone for manvhearl 
Sedalia buildings. The old Missouri Pacitic Railroad track formerly ran north-sout 
approximately one-third of a mile from the house. There are various outbuildings. 

"'· soy_"eu a, 1NiroJ'111•rio111 Hi story Qf Pettis CQ1,mty anc;I Sedalia (McVey); 1tr~~~nq.., 
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ma s; site visit. 
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size, the pedimented portico of this brick ca. 1850s Greek Revival house 
is particularly striking. The upper and lower doorways are emphasized with 
sidelights and pilasters. The entablature is wide and tiered. Restored 
in 1939, this is a significant house both for its architecture and for its 
association with the Gentry family. Also, Major Gentry's deep involvement 
with the growth of railroading in the Sedalia area plus his promotion of 
the state fair concept could be studied for development of the Transporta­
tion, Agriculture and Recreation themes. 

In the 1840s, as the story is told today, George R. Smith (one of 
Sedalia's founding fathers) wanted to build a school for his daughters and 
other Georgetown area children. Although the original design and plans 
were reportedly scaled down, a large brick residence which came to be known 
as the Female Academy (Fann No. 113) was constructed just south of George­
town. The resulting brick building is a vernacular Greek Revival (sort of) 

Female Academy (ca. 1840s) 

structure two rooms deep with a partial third floor created by two 
cross-gablings. A teacher from Boston is said to have taught the Smith 
children and a few other girls here , perhaps in an upper level classroom. 
Absalom McVey, another of Sedalia's founding fathers and a master carpenter, 
was hired by Smith for the woodwork. This building impressed the research 
team as doubly significant, important not only for its unique architecture 
but also for its association with at least two prominent Pettis 
Countians. 
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This is a ~· -story brick house, five bays wide, rather like 
an I-House with an extra story made possible by two cross-gabled 
areas. The main gables are windowed but not the cross-gables. 
Imbricated shingles are found in al l gables. There is an open 
front po ch with a eek. T e ain ntr.ance i tr nsom d and 
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41 . OIS'TAJllCt: l'ltOM J.N 0 
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•l. staircase and doors. Alterations include the lowering of ceilings 
and removal of a porch, according to owner J. W. Downing.(In the 19 

Built by George R. Smith (the Sedalia founding father) in the 1840s, this building was 
intended as a school for the Smith daughters and other local children (notice ·the thir 
floor). But apparently there was a change of plan and the building was finished as a 
residence, although Smith is said to have hired a teacher from Bosto~ to teach his 
daughters and a few other girls. Carpentry is said to have been by Absalom McVey, 
ther of Sedalia's founding fathers. This house appears to be significant· both for 
association with im ortant Sedalians and for its architecture. Additional research is 

- · onCJtt"'toN °' VfV'IRONMIJllT ..,.o ounu11.m1tGSneeded to determine, among other things, the period 
of Smith's residence and information about subsequen 
owners. 
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J.W.Downing; · W.A.McVey; site visit. A/photograph of the house R.r1aseranf) • 
is contained in the count archives at the Pettis Co. Courthous •,-~-0R_a_.u._1_u_T_10-"------~~ S 
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It would be difficult to argue the significance of the Buena Vista 
Nursing Home (Form No. 114) because of various alterations including the 
removal of a square tower which had become structurally unsound, but this 
building remains a striking Georgetown area landmark. This 2~-story 
brick Italianate is believed to have been constructed shortly after the 
Civil War by E. W. Brown, who used it as a private residence prior to its 
purchase by the county for use as a "poor farm" in 1894. Window hoods 
have been removed from the paired, round-arched windows, and additions on 
the east and south have further diminished the building's integrity. Inside, 
a fine curved staircase of walnut ascends three levels. Perhaps it would 
be more appropriate to nominate Buena Vista as part of an architectural or 
other thematic grouping rather than as an individual resource. 

Buena Vista Nursing Home (1870) 

The Reuben J. Gentry House (Form No. 116) looks antebellum but was 
apparently built in 1879, which if true would make it a relatively late 
example of Greek Revival architecture in rural Pettis County. Unlike the 
Gentry houses noted above, this relatively unaltered brick res1dence has a 
one-story entry porch (instead of a two-story portico), a centered gable 
and decorative brackets along the eaves. It also has a two-story gallery 
at the inside juncture of an ell. A small, squarish brick building of 
two stories which may have been a tenant house should also be included, 

208 



MISSOURI OFFICE OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION 
ARCHITECTURAL/HISTORIC INVENTORY SURVEY FORM CEDAR TOWNSHIP 

I. /110. 4. '°"DIL .. T I.CC~ IUM((SI Olt OlSIGIC4T10N(SI 

114 
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(Approx .. 5 mile north of U.S. 
65 and H on east side of H-­
Georgetown Road--in Cedar 
Township) 

StTI ( ) 

• OWM£1tSH111 111ueuc 'X 

4 . ow11o·s NAME ANO .fJ)QltED 

Pettis County 

. °"" TO ~•uc ? 

""'v•n1 

Tts<X I 

_____ ._Ul_L_o_1MG_< ______ o._.1_r_CT_< _ _, ZS. L.Oc.u. ~NTACT ~ON Olt OltGAHIU.TIOllll 

11. ~,. uno"'""' TU c 1z. 1s 1T TUC Show-Me RPC 
__ «Gl_ST_u_7 ___ "°;.;;.-.<.a..o.1..__w_ei!_au_•_. _... .. o..,c ...... ~ ZT. OTI4llt su1tvm Ill WHICH INCl..UOIO 

11 illllJn' °" ane. 
'°"ST. JISTRlc:T., 
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rs. !'l.Ull( 01' ISTUUSHC CISTlttCT 

N/A 

o&Z. ll'Ulrnfillt ~l~ON 0.. IM.-Oln'AlfT ~TUltCS 

None 

Originally, a square tower with a mansard roof and a balustraded 
base topped this two-story brick Italianate building. Window hood 
have been removed. Most windows are in groupings of two and are 
arched. The front porch has a balustraded deck. Additions include a 
men's wing on the east and a women's wing on the south. A fine 
curved staircase ascends three levels. 

4J. ,..ISTOln' 41110 SIM1'1c.utc:I: 

39. !1COANGlJICJ~ 
IT WHAT? 

40. VTSllU ~M 
~LIC ~O~ 

41. OIST.llfCI l'ltOlll .UIQ 
l"ltOllllTAlil Off ltOAO 

This building is believed to have been built in ca. 1870 by E. W. Brown, who used it as a 
private residence . In 1894, Pettis County purchased it for a home or "poor fann. 11 Today 
a home for the aged, it is still owned by the county but leased and operated by the Pet­
tis County Assn. for Social Services, Inc., a not-for-profit corporation. (It became 
Buena Vista Nursing Home in 1948.) The home is one of the oldest continuously operating 
homes for the aged in the area. Some of the adjacent pastoral land including a barn is 
separately leased for fanning purposes by the county. The additions have greatly compro­
mised the building's integrity but it is significant as a part of the Georgetown historic 

- - CCSCJtll"TION °' OtvtlltONMOIT ""'0 OUTIUILDl"4S ands cape. 
Outbuildings include a brick smokehouse, a barn~ a chapel (built in 1926), and other 
structures. Buena Vista Nursing Home is on a hi1l, offering fine views to the west. 
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P.O. BOX 179 
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u~a ~ SMUT(SI T'O THl.S l'OllM PH. 314-7~1--4096 
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if a nomination is prepared for this significant Cedar Township re­
source. 

Reuben J. Gentry House (1879) 

Other significant or potentially significant structures identified by 
the research team include the Bouldin Smokehouse (Form No. 103), the 
Curran House (Form No . 111), and the Ellis House (Form No. 115). The 
early history of the Ellis House was not determined, but it appears to 

be a substantially altered and remodeled antebellum structure. Reportedly, 

it was used as a military headquarters during the Civil War when there 

were encampments of troops north of Sedalia. If this can be confirmed, 
it might be sufficient to override virtually any alterations to the 

original building. 

BOWLING GREEN TOWNSHIP 
Within Bowling Green Township, the most significant properties were 

determined to be the Theodore Lyle House (Form No. 119) and the Louis M. 

Monsees House (Form No. 124). 
The Lyle House is a richly-detailed example of Queen Anne/Gothic 

Revival architecture in a rural setting. The complex roofline accommodates 
a profusion of gables with moderate to steep slopes (all containing win-

dows). Spindlework and lacy brackets adorn the front porch. Delicate 
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N/A 

42. "'11fn40t OLSCJtll'TtON 0,, l lU'C'fr.llfT l"U.TUltlS 

This is a two-story, L-shaped brick house with a one-story frame 
front porch and a two-story gallery at the inside juncture of the 
ell. The cornice (with returns in the gables) features a wide 
trim band and brackets of a type not seen elsewhere in Pettis Cou 
ty. From the front, the south-facing building has the look of an 
I~alianate-st 1ed -House witb fr nt able. The fl t-arched 

40. VISllU 11110111 
ll'l.llUC: "°'-0 ~ 

•J. and lower front doorways are transomed and sidelighted. 

TD( I 

•cHX 1 

This rather secluded mansion (it is impossible to view it distinctly from a public road) 
is said to have been built in 1879 by Reuben J. Gentry, a farmer who died two years late 
leaving an estate of 1,700 acres. His widow (Bettie Hughes Gentry) married Mr.Gentry's • 
brother, William M., in 1885. Her second husband died four years later. Reuben J. and Wil ~ 
liam M. were sons of Richard Gentry, a Pettis County pioneer who came to Cedar Township ~! 
from Kentucky in 1809. This house is significant for its architecture -as a relatively z= 
unaltered vernacular example of the type of Greek Revival/Federal I-House which was con- ~ 
structed in the Upland South. The Missouri Historic Sites Catalogue (1963)· lists the 
date of construction as "1860s" b the the 1 2 · · · · 

-. i;irsqnl'TtoN ~ . °'"'"°NMQIT .,.o ounu1UllNG.S reports a construction date of 1879. If this date i 
An.interesting complement.of out- . correct, this house is a late example of its type. 
buildings includes a a brick buildin~ which may nave served as a tenant hous bungaloi 
frame buildin and a smaller: ~ide gabled trame bui I ding. At least two of tnee5u~Hlings ap -

~. WruS'~~iff P"'iml~a~;"The Hist. of Pettis County (1882); Portrait an fr:r1~~~nq 
Biographical Record of Johnson & Pettis Cos.; Historical Sites •T. oAG~•uno"' 
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With the exception of its hipped instead of gabled roof, this 
two-story frame structure is not unlike a largish I-House. The 
central front porch, which has a spindlework frieze, is also hip­
ped. The fenestration may be somewhat unusual in that the entranc 
is closely flanked by windows which are not repeated at the upper 
level. There is a rearward extension of one story. 

•1. OISTJJfC:I ~ .&HO 
'°"ONTAGC Oft llOAC 

Tac .X.1 
!'fOC l 

C. W. Curran was the owner of this property at the time of the 1896 and 1916 Pettis 
County plat maps. This house was selected for the inventory as a relatively unaltered 
example of a "P-2" type, a category which contained considerable variation in Pettis Coun-
ty. In this case, the building has much in common with the classic I-H9use. 

A storage building is near the house. 
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scrollwork is found in the gables. This farmhouse would serve as an out­

standing example of how Victorian architecture would sometimes flourish 

Lyle House (ca. 1890s) 

within an otherwise austere rural environment. A large animal stock 
barn (apparently of three stories) should also be considered in order 
to address the agricultural position and lifestyle of the family or 

families most closely associated with this farmstead. If this is an 
1890s house, as the research team believes, then Theodore Lyle may not 

have been the original owner although he was at least a subsequent 
owner. 

The Monsees House was the longtime home of Louis M. Monsees, a 

Louis Monsees House ( 1866) 
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The variegated roofline of this impressi 1.e 2~-story frame Queen 
Anne house features numerous gables, including the tall and nar­

41. OISTUcr ~ .uo 
ll"ltONT.&Ga ON ltOAO 

row type found in Gothic Revival buildings. Two one-story porches 
have spindlework friezes and other Eastlake detailing. Lacy scrol -
work appears in the gables. Some first floor windows contain . 
tracer . This example appears to .have a relatively large third 

41. HISTOln' ..U.0 Sl~1"1c:..utel: Q-26 

This property was owned by Thomas P. Potter in the mid-1890s, the 1896 Pettis County Plat 
Book indicates. By the time of the 1916 plat book, the owner had become Then Lyl. The 
Qriginal Qwnership was not determined by the present survey. The date of construction 
is tentatively estimated as ca. 1900. The name "FAIRVIEW" is in the porch gable. 
This was the "best" example of a Queen Anne house found in rural Pettis County in terms 
of a full realization of the style. Consequently, its significance may be. individual as 
well as part of a thematic nomination, in terms of its architecture. 
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There are several outbuildings including what appears to be a three-story barn. 
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None 

Windows and doors of this one-story brick house are segmentally 
arched. Doors on the north and east facades are transomed. 
Most windows are double-hung, 6/6. The two upstairs windows (o 
in each gabled end) are similar but somewhat smaller. Altera­
tions include the removal of a porch and interior remodeling. 

4S. 141STC!n' ANO SIM1"1C.\NU 

This ca. 1860s house was the longtime home of Louis M. Monsees, a well-known breeder 
of donkeys. (In 1910, his sales of jacks and jennets reportedly totaled nearly 
$68,000. ) In 1918, the Monsees fann encompassed 700 acres with three fann dwellings, 
two tenant houses and seven barns. One of the donkey barns survives north of the 
house but is no longer in the Monsees family, on the north side of what was previously 
kQown as the Rock Road. The Monsees fann was known as the Limestone Valley Fann. It 
is said to have been established by Mr. Monsees in 1885. After Mr. Monsees 1 animals 
received to awards at 1 the t r · 11 

• 

-· ors~llTION °" Df\l'lltONllllOIT ""° OUTIUILJ)lf!IGS 

This property is near the old Sedalia-Boonville-Jefferson City Trail. 
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well-known breeder of donkeys who was considered instrumental in 
popularizing the Missouri mule. His Limestone Valley Farm is said to 
have been established in 1885. In 1910, the business reportedly grossed 
nearly $68,000 from the sale of jacks and jennets. The house, a brick 
gable and wing example said to have been constructed in the 1860s, is 
well preserved. It is a plain building with slightly rounded segmental 
arches above windows and doors. The doors are transomed. Although a 
porch has been removed, integrity is easily retained. The significance 
of the house lies not only in its architecture but in its association 
with the mule industry which could be developed as a major economic 
theme. Most of the buildings originally associated with the operation 
are gone but a former donkey barn survives north of the house. The house 
remains in the Monsees family but the barn does not. 

ELK FORK TOWNSHIP 

No standing building within Elk Fork Township was designated as 
having high significance within any of the historic themes or for its 
architecture, although the church at Eldorado might be considered for 
inclusion in a study of rural religious buildings. 

PRAIRIE TOWNSHIP 
While no standing building within Prairie Township was considered 

to have high significance, the Quisenberry and Camp Branch Schools should 
be remembered if a study is done of rural schoolhouses. 

SEDALIA TOWNSHIP 
Within Sedalia Township, the McVey School (Form No. 131) was chosen 

as significant because it is the county's only one-room brick schoolhouse 
and because it is associated with Absalom McVey, an important figure in 
the early history of Georgetown and Sedalia. Built in the 1880s, this 
structure is maintained today as a sort of rural schoolhouse museum by 
the Pettis County Historical Society. The little building contains 
desks, a blackboard and other artifacts replicating a typical one-
room school in the early part of the century. It functioned as 
a schoolhouse until 1956. A family history of significance could be 
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developed for McVey, a carpenter who came to Georgetown (in Cedar Township) 

from Maryland in 1836. McVey became a large landowner, purchasing in 1853 

McVey School No. 31 (ca. 1880s) 

the acreage that became Sedalia. McVey literally built many structures in 

the Sedalia-Georgetown area and was the lead carpenter in the National 
Registered-General David Thomson House. 

The township's onlyShingle style house (Form No. 132) was selected 
as significant because of its architecture. Additional research is needed 

Sh'ingle Style House (ca. 1890s) 

to trace this unique building's history. The twin pilasters in the front 

gable may help identify the contractor. 

221 



MISSOURI OFFICE OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION 
ARCHITECTURAL/HlSTORIC INVENTORY SURVEY FORM SEDALIA TOWNSHIP 
I. 1110. 131 4 . l'ttDOIT l.Oc:.aL. lllAUtl(SI OR OISICilllATICN(Sl 

Z. C:OUNTT 
McVey School No. 31 

"The Little Red Schoolhouse of Pettis County" 
...... 
w ...... 

• . S~Cl'1 C: ~~ L.0~""°" 1a. r11uunc: ~TE\iOR'T 21!. 'fO 0,, !TORl!S ~ 

TC1.,.,.. .. ~u111G1:..2.11LS1Ec:T10..__l_ Historic architectural a a.u0tuT? TU< ... 
'" CZT'r Ott T"OWN, STltEET ADOlllUS I-IT..-• ..;.OA.-Tl--.CS.;..l..;.;;;.O'-R;;;.;,..l'Vt;;;.;.;.100;..;;;.;;;.:;.;::;.:;:.;,~~---: ________ "°_(...r.i,-1 ~ ~ 
U.S. 50 and M ca. 1880s 30. ,,ou1e0.t.r10" .-•nR•~ ~ 

~~~Q~T'r~O~R~T~(ZW-N---, ,,-R-U_RA_L._,-Vl_Cl_N~ITT~----t-,-._-STTU--0-R-Ol_S_IG_H _________ _.l-S_t_o_n_e _________ ..... ~~ 
East of Sedalia Gable Front J1 . WAL.Lo c:o111snuc;TI0" 

-........ cc ....... a_.1_li'Tl......,0N--.o.-,,-.-.L.C•u--.n-o-,.----------1-,-•. -.R-Q4-1T_1_a_o_R_EM_G_1_"'-~-R---------o1 Brick 
Undetenni n ed ..... u. ..... 110 ... o ... ,,--n-,.-c-AH-o-111A_r_P_1AA. __ ... 

t-zo·.·c:·o-".-T"_A.Cr __ o_".....,o•R-1u-1L.D_ER _________ ~ Gable; asphalt 
\~illiam P. Cousle nHo. o,, uu 

(Southeast corner of 
intersection of U.S. 50 
and M, in Sedalia Town­
ship) 

t-ZI,;,; • ..;.O..;.Rl.;.Gl.;.N,;;;;AL.-...U;,..S,;,.,C..;
1 

;;,ol ,,;;.;;;.;A;.,;,,,.~A;..i,R_l_HT-------~ l"ltCffT S10E 
Schoo 1 house ..... l.-.-.-&u..--n-u_Tilll_a_T ___ ..... ~: 

..... zz.--,...-nt--H ... T ....... u ... u---------------1 Common bond -;; ;; 
His tori c site .,_" ___ 11'\...llf ___ ,-~---------""''< ~ 

Zl. OWflll~tl' l'UIUC: ( I Ja. 04A/'IGD AOOmON ( ) ~ g 
~~N IN AU'EM:D ( XI g-1'! 

Z4. OWN!lt"S N&Wf: AHO ADORDS 

Petti.s County 
llOVC( I 0 z 

..... n-. -C:-ONO-ITI-Olll-----------1 ...... ~ 
::z !: 

S. C:OOlllOllllAn.! 

"-"T 

llfTEt!Oll______ ? ~ 
Good 

1-------------------------11--__:!XT'!::.:.:~"'°;:.:::.".:===::::::::::::::;~ wi 
L.OIUI 3L~AT1~ • t ""D I 

SITI: ( ) STRUc:TI.lltC( ) -----------------~t---UNO_uw_•_T_? __ a_in ___ • -"°-(-1 tO. 

...... 
" : 
Ci z ~----•-u_1L._0_1NG __ <-.._. ____ os_J_c_a_c_-1:~ 

II. :1111 'fATIONA&. TES ( IZ. I S IT TIS( 
--"£Gi_ST_Vt_7 ___ HO_C _ 1 ~-w-~_~_!_,,_o_c_ ... Z7. OTWIR 

l:S. ~Off/ DT.t•. TU ( ) 14. OtSTitl~ YD ( 
ltiS'T. ~1ST1'1CT ~ HO ( X ) ~ 7 HO f None 

1S. IUMI ~I" l.STilUSHf;D QISTRICT 

., N/A 

4~. ~lfTMCJlt ~tl"TION 01" IM~RTAKT l'L'TURIS 

39. !HOAlllGPt:D ~ 
IY WHAT? 

•1. QISTAMCI: l"!tOlt AHO 
l"ltOlllTAGC ON ltOAO 

This is a small, one-story brick building with a gable roof. Entr 
is through a vestibule with a shed roof on the north side. Natural 
light for the classroom was provided by three arched windows on bo 
the west and east sides. The vestibule appears to be constructed 
cement. The foundation is stone. Inside are school desks, a blac -
board, and other artifacts replicating a typical rural schoolhouse 

•3. ~·~ AHO S\~1"1,C.l.e" • • X-4 
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NO( X> 

Tac X1 
"° ( ) 

1ne McVe_y Scnoo1 is associated with Absalom McVey, a foundinq _ fath~r Qf Sedalia. 
This building was erected in 1886 after the previous frame Mcl/ey School burned. The 
original McVey School had been moved to the site in 1882, from its previous location near 
7th and Marshall in Sedalia. The present building is said to have been constructed by 
~~illiam P. Cousley. The building is owned by Pettis County, which leases the building 
to the Pettis County Historical Society for a nominal fee. (The Historical Society re~ 
stored the schoolhouse.) It was in operation as a schoolhouse until 1956. The well­
~aintai ed ui i is si nific nt qs ettis County's onl .one-room schoolho se made o 

•rt .&Ctll"nCll.a&. 5"Q IS !tl:Crt>. ATTACH 
Ul'&llA~ ~CIT<Sl TO T....S l'OR .. 

• ~ 
0 

E 

. 
"' ...... C"I 
~ 

0 z 

i 131 

( 

222 



MISSOURI OFFICE OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION 
ARCHITECTURAL /HISTORIC INVENTORY SURVEY FORM . SEDALIA TOWNSHIP 

I. "1 0 . 

132 
4 . ~DICHT ~C.U. NAMl(SI OR QUllJlll4T10NCSI 

2 
? ...... 

w 
N 

&. S~Cl"1C l.(~LOUTlOff 1&. Tl4U i14TIC ~TEGO'"' 29. NO . O, !TORle:S !9 
TOWN11Mu• ___ ""'"'Gt: -2.llil uc:n ON ...11._ Hi st or i c arch i e ct u r a 1 ..-n-.. _a.u ___ D1 ___ 1_HT•,•. -----T-,-,-<--..1"' ft 

" ' Q TT o" TOWN, STRUT ADORUS t-,T .... ... o .. .an: ...... 1""'s1 ..... o""'R ..... ,...;;;~·,•oo.-;::..;;;;.;:~..-..:-----f Partial NO( XJ ~ ~ 
Marsha 11 Avenue ca. 1890s Jo. ,QuHOAno111 ... TPIM. ~ 

-~-Q~rr ...... o~"-row,.._-,,.---.-,-"-u_"_"'L-,-v-,-Q-... -,TT-----+-,.-
5

-STTLC.---0-.. - 0-.-,-,a-,,.------------1 Stone and concrete s: ~ 
South of Seda lia h1n g1 e 1-l,-.• -.-L.L.--,-o,.-s-T_1tU_CT1_o_N __ -1 ~ 

-.. --0·~-c:-R ... ,,.,, ...... o•N--o•,--i.o-c:.l..-TI•o-N-------------+-,,-. -""--a.~1-T-~-a-o-"-'-"-G'-"'-u-R-------' Wood frame 
Undetermined ~ it00, ~' ""'c auTP•AL 

.-20-.- ,-o-,,.-T-RACT--o .. --o"-1U- 1LD_u ______ -41 Hipped & gabled; as p alt 

(Approx. 1. 1 miles sou.th and 
1.5 miles east of U.S. 50 and 
U, just northwest of inter­
section of 28th Street Road 
and Marshall Avenue, in Sedalia 
Township) 

U. 0 WN lRS!o4tP llUI UC:( ) 

"""v•n cX, 
JC. 04~ 

(VCP-,1. IN IN 
HQ, •aJ 

37. C:CNOITlOM 

r regu ar 
ACSlmON ( ) 

~< X > 
lllO~() 

I. :oo ROINATU UTM 

24. OWNP•s NAMC AlllO ADO RE55 

Madeline Hemphill et al 
(1986 plat book indicates) 

lllTEtlalt _____ _ 

UT !XTV!fOR Fa i r 
__ L_o_,._·-------------------1 2:!.. °"" T'O PYIUC:? TES ( ) lL ~.&T10N ...S ( 

STRUCT\J~( 1..----------------"'°-<X __ > ,.__i.wo_~_rrw_AT_'_. ____ NO_...I_~ 10. SIT& ( 

I Ull.CIHG ( 01.J!c:T ( za. LO'-'L C:ONT&CT ~ON OR c»G.UllUT10fll 3 1 . ~GEU:Xl? TD( 

-11.- ::i-,,. - .. -.a-TI_o_N.&.L ___ TC __ .. < - , .. ,-z..-,,-,-T---T-, -, -< -'4 Show-Me RPC n • H•T ~ ..., c 1 
---~Gl_ST_v._1 ___ llf0_....C ...._1 ,,__£LI_~_eu:_•_. __ ,.o_....c--41 ..... 2-~-0TW_C_R_S_U_R_V~---."--.-.. -.c:-H_l_NC:_L_U_C_C_D_ .... 

13.. l"llJIT Oii Dn•. TU ( ) 1• . QISTitlCT TD ( 
"'ST. OIS'Titlc:T ., 1fO ( X ) ~ 1 NO ( None 

IS. lt&MC 0 , ! STUU SHC OISTRICT 

N/A 
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This is a large, rather sprawling two-story Victorian house with 
a one-story wraparound porch. Of special interest i s the front 
gable which features twin pilasters between the porch roof and 
the co rnice returns. This gable and the entire upper front of the 
house is covered with imbricated siding in a dentilated pattern 
and t he · e i s lso dent · ate . Plain.wed shin le s·din 

40. m11u; '1tOM 
PU.UC: llOAC ~ 

41. OIST.&!tel '1tOM .u C 
llWONT.&ae ON ROAC 

Original ownership was not determined , but may have been by Charles Field in the 1890s 
or Dora DeMuth in the early 20th century. The architectural details of the front gable 
of this house are approxi mately the same as on the Tindle residence at 601 E. 10th St., 
in Sedalia, so perhaps the same contractor built both. (For information re: the Tindle 
house, please see Form No. 57 of the Sedalia residential survey known as Project No. 29 -
84-8311.) This house is at least locally significant for its architecture, since Shingl 
styling is rarely encountered in rural Pettis County. Additional research .is needed to 
t race i ts i t r . 

- · onCJtllPTIOlll Off PVIROlllMCMT .uio OUTllUILDl l'fGS 

Despite its proxi mity to the southern city limits of Sedalia, this house exists in a 
relatively rural setting. Outbuildings include a barn and several sheds. 
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Within previously surveyed Sedalia, the Missouri Pacific Shops (under 
construction in 1904) have not received their deserved recognition. This 
complex of railroad equipment maintenance buildings was vital to the growth 
and development of Sedalia. Although the shops are not within the boundaries 
of the present project area, the research team felt it appropriate to 
include them within this report. They appear potentially eligible for 
nomination as a district, under the themes of transportation and archi­
tecture. 

Construction of the Missouri Pacific 
shops more than offset the loss of the 
Missouri, Kansas & Texas Railway's general 
offices a few years earlier. Today the 
shops are still used but on a much 
smaller scale. The group of buildings 

In their heyday, 

the facilities included 
a sheet metal shop, a 
carpentry shop, machine 
shops, a blacksmith shop, 
an upholstery shopCJld a 
signal shop--which is 
used today. 

SMITHTON TOWNSHIP 

is in the northeast corner of Sedalia. 

Within Smithton Township the Rudy House (Form No. 135) should be noted 
because it is a particularly good example (although in poor condition) of a 

Greek Revival-influenced residence on a smaller scale. This was the only 
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single story house observed with such a fully-developed classical 

entrance. The Rudy House may or may not be antebellum, since the style 
was continued by individual builders for many years after it flourished. 

Rudy House (ca. 1860s) 

Smithton, a railroad town laid out as "Smith's City" when the Pacific 

Railroad entered the county from the east in 1859, has some interesting 

Charles Knox Grocery NCo. (ca .1895) 

older buildings including a 19th century grocery store which is especially 
appealing because of its uncommon (in rural Pettis County) round arched 
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With its classical entrance featuring a pedimented portico, side­
lights and transom window and conspicuous pilasters, this i s a good 
rural example of a Greek Revival -influenced house. The angle 
created by a rearward wing contains an L- shaped po rch which is 
entirely under the main gable roof, and supported by square, 
taoering wood columns wi th caoitals similar to those on he oo rti 

•S. ,.,STO!n' .&"O SIM1'1c:.Allc:.I: 

41 . OIST.i.Jeel: l'ltOM .a. Ill 0 
'°"°"TAiia Ofll llO.&O 

The original owner of this frame one-story side-gabled house is believed to have been 

John F. Rudy. Mr. Rudy, identified as the owner on the 1896 plat map, was probably a 
brother of Lewis Rudy, a New Yo rker (Tompkins County) who moved to Johnson County ,Mo. , 

in 1868. This building is significant for its architecture, the survey team felt . 

Unfor unately, this house has deteriorated quite a bit. The amount of .Greek Revival 

detailing was very unusual for a rural one-story house in Pettis County. 

- · : nCJt11"T1011 ,,,- o.~1tONM01T ... a ounu1~111G.S 

This property near Shaver Creek also includes a garage or storage building and a 

shed. 
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This is a two-story brick commercial building with a three-bay 
symmetrical main facade. The central recessed entrance is topped 
with a round-arched transom window. It is flanked by two large 
round-arched windows with ~oo den aprons. The three second level 
windows (also round-arched) are double-hung 4/4s. The brickwork 
cornice is moderatel corbeled. With the exce · 
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o . l4tSTOltT .... 110 51~1 ,,..c:.uu:i: stee and glass front door, the main facade appears to be original. 
This is Smithton's most interesting building, considering its integrity and the round 
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arches. It is Smithton's only surviving two-story commercial building. Unfortunately, the 
city has determined that it is structurally unsound and condemned it . Originally, this -t;. e::-~:·-­
late 1890s building was the Charles Knox Grocery Store. Later grocery stores were opera- ::?: _, 
ted by Charles Huntress, W. J. Holtzen and A. D. Scrivner. Various families also have 
operated a restaurant in this building including George Monsees. Razing reportedly 
will be carried out later this year. 

- · ;:O~lll'T I C" a,: L'fVlltellMOIT' AMO OUTWUIUlllfGS 

The Smithton Bank is on the east and a tavern is on the west. This building and the 
tavern appear to share a common wall although the tavern is only a one-story building.The 
bank is separated b assa e. 
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Audrey Neumeyer; John E. McMullin, Sr.; site visit. 
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This is a one-story, three-bay brick building in what appears to 
be relatively original condition, at least externally. The main 
facade contains a central, transomed double-leaf entrance flanked 
by paired, double-hung 6/ 6 windows. The east facade contains a 
vehicle entrance and three windows. The brickwork cornice is very 
subtly corbeled. Three chimneys are along the east wall. 

This old blacksmith shop is believed to have been built by Adam Richter in 1895. 
Germany in 1862, Richter came to the U.S. in 1879. He came to Smithton in 1886 from Buz­
zard's Road where he had also been a blacksmith. At Smithton, he was the local blacksmith 
until about 1940. The shop was called A. Richter & Son Blacksmith & Wagon Shop. A son, 
Carl, ran the shop until 1948 when it was sold to the present owner, Lennie Semkin. From 
1953-75, it was operated as an auto repair shop by Semkin and a partner, John McMullinSr. 
Today it provides storage space for an adjacent newer building which is used as a service 
station (and which was also operated by Semkin until last year). ________ .:._ _______________ __: ______ .:_ ______________ ...,;. __ ~-------------------------.Na 

- · OOCJtll'TION ~ OfV!ltONMOIT IMO OUT'IUIU)IJllGS 

This building is in downtown Smithton, on the main business street. The adjacent brick 
building west contains a service station. The two buildings have been associated for many 
years. 
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Lot 
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Original Town 

(Southwest corner of 
Walnut and Webster Ave­
nues, in Smithton) 
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Smithton United Methodist Church 

First M.E. Church 

This is a two-story brick church building with a Neoclassical 
front. Details include smooth Ionic columns (two-story) support 

Cll 
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....... 0 

"'1 = 
V\ ~ 
~ . 

ing a triple-pedimented gable. The columns (there are two) rest 3: ~ 
on brick bases, which are atop a flight of stairs spanning three rri ~ 
of the building's five bays. The symmetrical main facade includ s n ~ 

--~~a_;;:;do~u~b~l~e~-~l~e~a~f_.:;e~n~t~r~a~nc~e:;;.;..·......:S~e~v~e~r~a~l-· ~w~i~n~do~w~s~a~r~e~~awi~r~"':-~~liO.L..~~..w:~:=;~----~~~~~......;~~ 
•s. "'STC" ...,.0 , 111111,...c:.uu; a 1 s inc u e ri c p1 asters and n 

windows and in the fonn of a belt :::r 
Boyd brickyard at Knob Noster. 

The Smithton Methodist Church building was erected in 1925, replac ing an earlier build- ~ 
ing which had been on the northwest corner of Webster and Walnut Streets. The Cramer ~ 
Brick & Construction Co., of Sedalia (later the Cramer & Schrader Construction Co.}, was+=- i 
hired for the bricklaying. Members of the church volunteered their labor during the ~ ; 
construction. This building was selected for the inventory on the basis of its archi­
tecture. It is a fine area example of a Neoclassical style structure. 

- · CDCJtlfl"TION "' (NV11tOIOlll'.MT ...,.0 ounu1u:Jlf(U 

This church building is in a residential neighborhood two blocks south of Smithton's 
historic downtown. 
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windows. Built in ca. 1895, the Charles Knox Grocery Co. (Form No. 141) 
as 1t was originally called is Smithton's only surviving two-story commercial 
building. The recessed entrance has a fanlight and the flanking display 
windows are aproned. Subsequent owners ran it as a grocery store or general 
store and then as a restaurant. Unfortunately, this unique building which 
could perhaps contribute to the development of a corrunerce theme is slated 
to be razed later this year. 

Other significant Smithton buildings include the 1890s Richter & Son 
Blacksmith & Wagon Shop (Form No. 138) and the 1925-built Neoclassical-style 
United Methodist Church (Form No. 144). Perhaps the oldest building in 
town is the Smithton Community Church (formerly the Christian Church), a ca. 
1860s frame structure moved to Smithton from Fanner's City in 1873. The 
Smithton Community Church is said to be the oldest church building in 
continuous use in the county. 

GREEN RIDGE TOWNSHIP 

The two Green Ridge buildings which the survey team considered most 
significant were the fonner L. B. Ream Hardware Store (Form No. 149) and the 
old Drovers Hotel (Fann No. 152). 

The fonner is a two-story metal-sheathed frame structure with an ornate 
o ni constructed in 1910. It replaced an earlier Ream store that 

burned. Members of the Ream family were among the town's earliest merchants, 
providing goods and services ranging from drugs and groceries to windmills 
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This is a relatively tall, squarish one-story commercial building 
which is largely covered with metal sheathino. The tall parapet 
contains an ornate metal cornice. There are two recessed entrances 
in the main facade. A corrugated metal awning shades the entire 
front. High transom windows above the awning have been covered 
with metal sheeting, apparently since 1970. In general, the exteri 

43. ••ST0"1' .uo s•M•'1c.uc:z seems re a ive y or1g1na . 

41. OIST.UCI l"1'0M .lNO 
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This was the old L.B. Ream Hardware Store, erected in 1910 after fire damaged or des­
troyed an earlier hardwarestore of Mr. Ream. The Ream familywasamong the earliest town 
merchants. The Ream family sold hardware, windmills, farm machinery and implements, and 
also provided undertaking service. The building has been operated as the Warren Grocery 
for at least 25 years. Mr. and Mrs. Warren are considering going out o.f business this 
year. This building may have architectural significance (it is the largest building in 
rural Pettis County covered with metal sheathing), and obviously has local significance 
as an earl 20th centur commercial buildin . 

- · OESCJtlll'TION °' (MVUtOllllllCNT .&110 OUT'IUIUlllfa 

Two apparently newer buildings are immediately north of this building on Green Ridge's 
main downtown street, wi th a vacant lot to the south. 
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and undertaking. Architecturally, the old hardware store is interesting 
as the county's largest metal-sheathed building. The storefront is rela­
tively original. In addition to architecture, a commerce theme might be 
explored. 

Drovers Hotel (ca. 1870s) 

The Drovers Hotel, as it was originally called, was erected in the 
1870s as a hotel for 11 drummers 11 and cattlemen. It is Green Ridge's oldest 
commercial building. It was selected as a significant building despite the 
loss of integrity and its deteriorating condition because so few similar 
resources survive in the region, much less in Pettis County. The present 
owner is said to be considering at least a limited restoration project. 

The brick Weeden Majors House (Form No. 157) is believed to have been 
built in the early 1850s by one of the founders of Windsor. Structurally, 

Weeden Majors House (ca.1850s) 
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4Z. Ol'U'"140 QL5Clll'TION 01' IM"°lt'TANT '!ATURU 

None 
40. V~llU l'ltOM 

ll'Y8UC: ..a.AO~ 

41. CIST.l!KI: ~ AND 
l'WONT.t.GI[ 0.. ~D 

This is essentially a two-story, L-shaped frame building with one­
story additions on the east. The hipped roof has an extremely gent e 
slope. The west facade contains the recessed entrances to two divi­
sions of the building plus a central doorway leading upstairs. A 
railing deck~ made of wood, existed before the present metal awning 
was 1nsta1 lea. A doorway which opened onto the deck and windows 
are sealed. As hal t shin l e sidin covers much of the buildin . 

o . "'STOJn' AND s1ui1"'~" south s 1 e former y had windows. 
This building, erected in the 1870s as a hotel to house 11 drummers 11 and cattlemen, is Gree 
Ridge ' s oldest corrrnercial building. Other old buildings have been destroyed by fire. The 
ori ginal name of the hotel was Drovers Hotel. In the 1890s, it became the Simpson House. 
After 1900, it became the Osbourne Building; Mr.Osbourne operated a confectionery here f 
approximately 25 years. The north half once housed a drug store and the south half has 
been used as a pos t offi ce. More recently, it was Bernard Dove's Feed Store (north half) 
and Spry ' s Cafe (south half). It was selected for the inventory as a build i ng with con­
siderable local interest, althoug~ altered. Pr~sent owner ~reg Richardson reportedly woul 

.... Jl0"'111'TION Oii VfY'lltCNMPT MO OUTaUll.DllfGS 

The location is the southern edge of the main Green Ridge downtown area , just north of 
the old Katy railroad track. 
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Dorothy Hinken; -Pettis Co. plat maps; Green Ridge Centennial His- R.f1aseranq 
tor booklet · site vsiit. •7. OllGAHIUTIOH 
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IS. ILUll OIW ISTUUSMCJ) QIST'ltlc:T 

N/A 

Q. ""1'T)41Jt ~l~ON O~ IMl"Oln'A#T FU.TURES 

Essentially a vernacular I-House (with its segmentally arched win 
dow and door openings, transomed and sidelighted entrance), this 
two-story brick .residence has four rooms downstairs and two up. A 
one-story addition is on the east. The bricks reportedly came fro 
kilns at Knob Noster, Mo., and Cherryville, Kans. Brick lugsills 
and the stone foundation have been stuccoed. There is a central 
stairway. Originally, there were flues at both ends of the main 

41. DIST.UC• ~ .&NO 
ll"ltONT AGC ON ltOAO 

•l. "·~ .,.o si11111"1c.uc:i: wing but they have been removed. Today there 
are two exterior chimneys on the east extension. 
a new front porch and interior remodeling. 

- · cnCJttl"T'loN °' V1V11tONMOCT' ""'o ounu1L.D1NGS 

A trailer court on the west side of County Line Road (across the street) reportedly 

the site of the Weeden family cemetery. 

E 

45. SOUltCU OIW I N~RMATION r .an rs. oy l l te; art1 c e in e 1r:r1:~~nfjlT 

Windsor Review-.,, 4/11/74, based on interview with Mrs. John Warren i----------------1 :: 
· , of Seda1ia. Mrs.Lewis is a descendant of Weeden Ma·ors. •T. 01tci.u.1z.i.T10H ~ 
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the two-story Majors House is close to an I-House although the window and 
door openings have round, segmental arches and the entrance is transomed 
with sidelights. Although the present front porch was considered a particularly 
distracting alteration, perhaps the building's 11 founding father 11 association 
would make it eligible. In 1855, Majors joined R. F. Taylor in platting 
Windsor. Originally, this was a country house but today it stands just 
inside the eastern boundary of Windsor in extreme southwestern Pettis 
County. 

WASHINGTON TOWNSHIP 

The former Manilla School (Form No. 160), a vernacular schoolhouse 
with sunbeam detailing in its gables, may be significant but probably should 
be earmarked for inclusion in a thematic grouping rather than individually 
nominated. The diversity of schoolhouse architecture in the county greatly 
impressed the team, over and over. 

FLAT CREEK TOWNSHIP 

Pettis County Bridge No. 237002.0 (Form No. 162) is an excellent 
example of a Pratt through-truss bridge, but it is mainly significant as 
the county's only two-span through-truss oridge. Originally a railroad 

Bridge No. 237002 (ca. 1900) 

bridge or trestle, the Grand Avenue Road Bridge (as it came to be called) 
is even more attractive because of its stone abutments stone pier in the 
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I . NO. 
162 
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------------------------------1---~""""""'~PRESEN~--T--NAME----{$--------------------------------------~~ N 
2. COUNTY Pettis Grand Avenue Road Brid e-No. 237002.0 
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Warsaw Branch Railroad Trestle .. ". Show-Me RPC -.._ .......................................... .., .................................. ro ~ 
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......... 
VI ~ 
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OESGH ( o..::i .,. 
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South of Sedalia 
--------------_, Pratt through-truss two-span) Sedalia, Mo. ; 
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19. NO. OF SPO.NS 2 

1 

21. NO. OF WAt.XWAYS Q 
22. L.ENGTH: 

OWJUU.. Approx. 215' 
Cl,.&M ~ II 

15' 

HEJGHT: 

This bridge, which is especially interesting because of its st 
piers and two spans, reportedly was built as a railroad bridge 
on the old Sedalia, Warsaw & Southern Railroad (also called th 
Warsaw Branch). Additional research is needed to determine the 
construction date, but it may have been in the early 1900s. In 
1880, a narrow gauge line had been completed through the area 
between Sedalia and Warsaw. The Warsaw Branch is shown on a 
1896 map, and part of a fonner (concrete) pier is yisible in 

· Later the Missou i P · · o erated a line throu h 
31. cE~•F"T'loN OF ENV1RONMerr the same area. In the 1940s, the railroad 

bridge was converted into an automobile bridge. 

The site is just upstream from the old Grand Avenue Road ford. 
This is the county's only two-span through-truss bridge. The 
portals contain criss-crossing. The underdeck utilizes ver­
tic~lly ~laced boards. Part of an earlier ier or abutm~nt is 
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Flat Creek. More information is needed, but the bridge reportedly was 
built for the old Sedalia, Warsaw & Southern Railroad between Sedalia and 
Warsaw, possibly in the early 1900s. An earlier narrow gauge line followed 
approximately the same route and the Missouri Pacific was a more recent 
operator. In the 1940s, the railroad bridge was converted into an auto­

mobile bridge which replaced a Grand Avenue ford of Flat Creek. 

The Renken House (Form No. 168) was included as simply an excellent 
older example of a large Victorian farmhouse. It was built in 1877 for 

cattleman Martin Renken, whose ranch along the Benton County line encompassed 

more than 700 acres in Flat Creek and Lake Creek Townships. While metal 

Martin Renken House ( 1877) 

siding prevents it from being considered unconditionally significant, some 
fine Victorian detailing has been preserved. 

Other Flat Creek Township structures that should be mentioned incl~de 
the Fulton Residence (Form No. 164), a possible antebellum brick house which 

has been too drastically altered to retain integrity; St. Patrick's Church 

(Form No. 165), an unusually large and relatively expensive building for a 
church in an unincorporated part of the county, built in 1918 and very 

well preserved; and the John Stuhner House (Form No. 166), a surprisingly 
detailed rendition of the Queen Anne style in a sparsely populated section 
of the county, apparently dating from the early 1900s. 

LAKE CREEK TOWNSHIP 
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This large, two-story frame house is essentially a pyramidal-roofe 
main unit with a front - facing gable-roofed wing and a rear additio 
all of two stories. Detailing includes decorative window surroun 
Eastlake trim on the porch, a dentiiated cornice with decorative 
brackets with pendants, and an ornamented and textured gable. 

4 1. Olr.'.llfCI: rr1'Cll .lN C 
ntONT.t.Gll Qlll ltO&Q 

0-23 

Cattleman Martin Renken was the original owner when this house was built i n 1877. A 
son, Andrew Renken, carried on the business and expanded the cattle farm, which extended 
northward of the Benton County line and encompassed more than 700 acres in Flat Creek and 
Lake Creek Townships (pr imarily in Sections 25 and 26), in 1896. An additional 400 acres 
of la nd was owned by Henry Renken. This house would be a good choice for inclusion in 
a multip le resource nomination with an agricultural (farmhouse) theme . The research 
team was somewhat concern~d about he metal siding reducing its integrity i f an individua 

n , 
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·rnere are several outbu11dings. 1hey include a surrmer kitchen, two barns, a garage and 
a few small sheds. 
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LAKE CREEK TOWNSHIP 

The architectural resources of Lake Creek Township in the southeastern 
corner of the county are numerous and varied. Considering that it was built 

at the end of the Civil War and of wood, the former Lehmann General Store 

Lehmann General Store (1864) 

(Form No. 172) in the tiny German settlement of Bahner is extremely well­
preserved. It is also architecturally interesting. The cornice of the 
boomtown-fronted frame building is adorned with diminutive Italianate 
brackets. The double-leaf entrance is flanked by display windows with 

aprons. The research team considers it the county's best surviving example 

of what was once a ubiquitous fixture on the rural landscape. The builders 
and the first to run the store are believed to have been August and Eliza­
beth Heinaman. 

German Catholics came to the Bahner area in the 1830s, and this 
heritage is exemplified by the four buildings of St. John the Evangelist 

Parish. Consideration as a potential historic district on the basis of 

architecture alone is recommended. The primary building is the church 
(Form No. 175), a frame Gothic Revival structure constructed in 1881. 

Auxiliary buildings are St. John Parochial School (Form No. 174), built 
in 1924, a rectory and a convent. The buildings are linked geographically 
and architecturally, plus a series of unusual concrete fenceposts topped 
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This is a one-story, frame, rectangular gable-roofed building 
with a boomtown front. The cornice of the boomtown front is 
adorned with Ital~anate brac kets with pendants. The double-leaf 
entrance is centered in the main facade, flanked by display win­
dows with aprons. A shed-roof porch supported by square wooden 
posts extends across the storefront. A garage or storage build-

43. "'STO'"' .. ,.a siaN11'1c:...utu ing adj oins the building on the west. 

~. V~llU l'WOM 
"'11UC: ltOAO? 

41. QIST.u.Glt fl'ltOlll .U D 
l'WCNT.Aa ON ltOAO 

The original owners of this old Bahner general store, reportedly built in 1864, were 
August and Elizabeth Heinaman. The property remained in the Heinaman family until 1898. 
During the 1920s, the general store became a gas station as well. From 1929-49, the owne 
and operators were Leon L. Lehmann and Josephine Lehmann (Mr.Lehmann's mother}. Af t er Mr 
Lehmann ' s death in 1949, Leon L. and Eva M.Lehmann owned and operated the facilities, 
through May 1961. Since 1961, the building has been used for storage. It is an unusually 
well-preserved example of an early frame commercial building. It was selected for the 
inventory fQr its.arcbite~ture as well as its history. It.should be GOn~igered for . inGl 
in a thematic nom1nat1on lcommerce or transportation) and 1s erha s 1nd1v1duall 1 -

- · w~1n10111 ~ L1fVJ1t0111111ocT .to1to ounun . .:ilfG3 1 can as we · 
1n1s building 1s more or less in the center of the tiny Bahner community, with two house 
on the east and one on the west. Across Hwy. V on the south are the buildings and cemete 
of St.John the Evangelist's parish, including a church building erected in 1881. 
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Eva M. Lehmann; Mrs.Rose Bahner; plat maps; site visit. 
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by cubes set on edge defines three edges of the parish grounds if an adja­
cent cemetery is included. 

St.John Church at Bahner (1881) 

While the Benton/Pettis County line may seem an unlikely place to 

discover 11 gingerbread, 11 the Schwensen House (Form No. 179) contains an 
abundance of intricate Victorian detailing of the "gingerbread" variety. Built 
in the 1880s, the home resemoles a fanciful I-House but a spacious, gabled 

Schwensen House (ca. 1880s) 

rearward section suggests a more complex, vernacular form. The centered 

front gable contains an ornamented king's post and a stained glass window. 
Although metal porchwork has been installed on the west, the lovely verandah 
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This is a one-story, frame, rectangular-shaped schoolhouse with 
a projecting foyer or vestibule topped by a small bell tower. The 
double-leaf entrance is transomed. Windows are double-hung, 6/6 
lights. There is a gable-roofed basement entrance on the east. 
Only the north and south facades are windowed. The building appea 
to be well preserved and is in erha s unaltered c nd' · 
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This building, St.John Parochial School, was erected in 1924. The literal builders were 
Louis Bahner and Ed Eicholz. The cost of the building was reported to be $2,000. The 
enrollment for the first term was 31 pupils, who came from distances up to eight miles. 
This building was selected for the inventory because of its association with St.John the 
Evangelist Church (an 1881-built church), and because it is an individually significant 
example of a rural parochial church which should be considered for inclusion if a themati 
nomination is prepared. (See also Form No. , St.John the Evangelist Church.) 
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This is a frame, Gothic Revival-styled church building with a 
square tower and steeple centered in and projecting from the 

41. OIST.U.C:t: l"1tOM .&HO 
,._OlllTAGC ON ROAO 

front gable. The entrance is at the base of the tower. Windows 
have pointed arches and modest hoodmoulds, and are of stained 
glass. A round window with a quatrefoil is centered in the tower 
De~orative trim ban9s ad9rn the cornice, The to er. is ~proximate Y. 
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This building, erected in 1881, replaced an older St.John the Evangelist church. The 
parish traces its beginning to 1838, when nine Catholic families from the Rhineland area 
of Gennany settled in the vicinity of Bahner. Some 40 families are said to have pooled 
their labors in erecting the present building. (The previous site was apparentl~ farther 
south, in Section 35.) The "parish plant" at Bahner includes three other buildings: a 
parochial school (see Fonn No. 174 ), the rectory, and a convent; the parish cemetery 
also is nearby. This building is one of two good examples of Catholic church buildings 
in a rural setting in Pettis County. The other, a brick building, is in Flat Creek Town­
ship; see Fonn No. 165). A thematic nomination on rural church architecture mi ht include 

- · cn<:l'1Jl'T1o11 °" t.11viit0111111L"CT .ueo ounun.DJ~ ei t er or oth of these bui 1 dings. 
In addition to the other parish buildings cited above, the entire church-dominated strip 
on the south side of Hwy. V is marked by unusual concrete fence posts with cubes set on 
edge. The posts and cubes were made by Father Knoebber, and were intended onl f r d 
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Fann No. 175 Page 2 

St.John the Evangelist Church 
Bahner, Pettis Co. 
S. 21, T. 44N., R.20W. 

From left: St.John Parochial School, St.John the Evangelist 
Church, convent This view is facing east. Not shown are the 
rectory (on the other side of the church) and the parish ceme­
tery (west of the camera position). 

From left: The old Bahner General Store, most recently known 
as Lehmann's 0-X Service Station and General Store; a private 
residence (both on the north side of Hwy. V), and St.John 
Parochial School. This view is facing northeast. 

Sisters' Residence in the St.John "Parish Plant" at Bahner, 
shown here, was originally the rectory. It was moved from 
its original site in 1931 when the present rectory was con­
structed and two Benedictine Sisters from Mt. St. Scholastica, 
Atchison, Kans., came to Bahner to teach in the parochial 
school. 

Fence post detail at St.John Parish Cemetery, Bahner. The posts, constructed of 
concrete by Father John Knoebber, ext~nd along the length of the parish property 
south of Hwy. V, and mark the boundaries of the cemetery, The fencing has been 
remoyed 9/87 
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This two -story frame house i s larger than the typical Folk Victori l; 
styled house in Pettis County, with a spacious rearward extension ~ ; 
which also is side gabled. Detailing includes some fine Queen ~ z 

::::: .. 
Anne styling. Notice the ornamented king's post in the centered _I 
front gable(which also sports a lovely stained glass window), den- g E 
tilated po rch with scrollwork, and fanciful window heads. Altera- ~ 
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Early ownership of this impressive rural fannhouse was by Charles J. Schwensen, who 
owned extensive acreage both north and south of Whiteman Road which divides Pettis and 
Benton Counties. It was selected for the inventory because of its somewhat unusual 
fonn (gabled rearward extension!) and nice Victorian detailing. Since .the amount of 
exterior alteration appears to be slight, this building may have potential as an indi-
vidual resource. 
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This property is in extreme southern Pettis County, near the Benton County line. The 
house faces south. 
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and other well-preserved, apparently original features override that small 

distraction. Stockman Charles J. Schwensen was the original owner. Possibly 
the architecture and agriculture themes could be combined in this case. 

The Adam Schupp House (Form No . 180) is simply an exquisitely detailed 
Gothic Revival-styled I-House , lacking vergeboards but with pointed-arch 
windows and a doorway high in its gaoles. The research team was impressed 
by the unspoiled condition of this farmhouse, which was apparently built in 
the 1880s. If this date is correct , the property has remained in the Schupp 
family for more than a hundred years. 

Adam Schupp House (ca .1880s) 

Other significant Lake Creek Township resources include the Lake Creek 
Methodist Church (Form No. 169), a very well-preserved Gothic Revival build-
1ng dating from 1891, and the Rehmer House (Form No. 171), a vernacular Vic­
torian farmhouse with an unusual hipped gable roof apparently built in the 1880s. 

SUMMARY 
Based on the architectural survey findings, at least seven themes could 

be studied to help explain the development of the Pettis County landscape: 
agriculture, commerce, exploration and settlement, transportation, education, 
religion and, of course, the various categories of architecture itself. While 
potentially significant properties were found throughout the county, the northern 
townships of Blackwater, Houstonia, Hughesville, Longwood and Heaths Creek 
plus Cedar Township in the central portion and Lake Creek Township in the 

southeast seemed to contain the largest numbers of impressive buildings. 

The richest lode for antebellum resources is clearly Cedar Township. In 
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Victorian detailing, especially the scrolled brackets and balus­
trade of the central porch, enhance this well-oreserved frame 
-House. Window hoods are pointed. A centered gable contains 

a doorway onto the porch deck. Porch suoports are slender 
columns. There are t wo moderately corbe led chimneys, which 
are centered. There ·s a 
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Adam Schupp was the or ·ginal owner. The property remains i n the Schupp family today, ard 
the occupant, Mrs. Mabel Oenrke, is a granddaughter of Adam Schupp. The date of cons­
truction is estimated as the 1880s. Because it remains so many of its original arch i ­
tectural features, this house might reasonably be includ~d in a themati~ ( qg~iculture) 
nomination. The survey team was also impressed with this house as an ·1nd1v1dual 
resource. 
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This house i s just wouthwest of the intersection of two blacktop highways, M and KK. 
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addition to various thematic groupings (education/schools; religion/churches, 
etc.), conventional historic districts should be considered in Houstonia, 
Hughesville, and Bahner while multiple resource nominations are recommended 
for the Osage Farms resettlement project buildings in northern Pettis County 
and for the antebellum structures in the Georgetown area . Several structures 
also were found to have considerable significance as individual resources. A 
historic district nomination also is recommended for the Missouri Pacific Shops 
in Sedalia, although technically the present survey was not concerned with 
that area of the county. 

Finally, as has been stated, the reader should understand that the 
team's recommendations on significance are only tentative identifications. 
Staff of the Historic Preservation Program in Jefferson City will consider 
many factors in determining which properties are potentially eligible for 
the National Register. The Missouri Advisory Council on Historic Preservation 

must approve nominations before they are submitted to the ultimate arbiter, 
the Keeper of the National Register . 
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