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Registration Form

1. Name of Property

historic name Mare-Hurlburt Building rprefeircrt]_

other names/site number a/a

2. Location

street & number 311-315 East Park Centra! Square _____________ [n/a] not for publicaticr 

city or town Springfield ___________ _____ ______________ fn/aj vjcjnjty 

state Missouri ————— code _MO county Greene _____ code 077 zip code 65806 ______

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended I hereby certify that this

[X] nomination [ ] request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National
Register ofHistoricPaces; and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFH Part 60. In my opinion, the

[ ] statewSeTxT'ocally 9 Cnteria-' recommend '"* «ils property be considered significant [ J national!:,

(See continuation sheet for additional comments ( ].)

Signature of certifying official/Title Mark A. Miles/ Deputy SHPO Date 

Missouri Denartment of Natural Resources
State or t-eaerai agency ana bureau ™ ———————————————————

In my Opinion, the property f ] meetS [ 1 does not mPPt the Matinnal Panictor /-ritaria( See continuation sheet for additional comments [ ]•) lxld"onai negisier criteria.

Signature of certifying official/Title

State or f-ederal agency and bureau

4. National FJarK bervice Certification ——————————————————————————— ;

I hereby certify that the property is: Signature of the Keeper Date

[ ] entered in the National Register
See continuation sheet [ ]. 

[ ] determined eligible for the
National Register
See continuation sheet [ ]. 

[ ] determined not eligible for the
National Register. 

[ ] removed from the
National Register 

[ 1 other, explain
See continuation sheet [ ].
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5. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property

[x] private 

[ ] public-local 
[ ] public-State 
[ ] public-Federal

[x] building(s) 
[ j district 
[ j site 
[ ] structure 
[ ] object

Number of Resources within Property

Contributing Noncontributing

2_________0 buildings

sites

Name of related multiple property 

listing.

Historic and Architectural Resources of

structures

..objects

0_Total

Number of contributing resources 

previously listed in the National 

Register.

Srjrinsfield. MO 0

6. Function or Use

Historic Function
EDUCATION: School

COMMERCE/TRADE: Soecialtv Store

COMMERCE/TRADE: Restaurant

Current Functions
COMMERCE/TRADE: Office

COMMERCE/TRADE: Restaurant

VACANT: Woric in Progress
HEALTHCARE: Medical Business/Office

7. Description

Architectural Classification
LATE 19™ & 20™ CENTURY REVIVALS-

Neo-Classical Revival

Materials
foundation limestone
walls brick
roof concrete

asphalt
other terra cotta

metal

slass
wood

Narrative Description
(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria

[x] A Property is associated with events that have made a 
significant contribution to the broad patterns of our history

[ ] B Property is associated with the lives of persons 
significant in our past.

[ ] C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a 
type, period, or method of construction or represents the work 
of a master, or possesses high artistic values, or represents a 
sianificant and distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction.

[ ] D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information 
important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations

Property is:

[ ] A owned by a religious institution or used for religious 
purposes.

[ ] B removed from its original location.

[ ] C a birthplace or grave.

[ ] D a cemetery.

[ ] E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.

[ J F a commemorative property.

[ ] G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance within 
the past 50 years.

Areas of Significance

COMMERCE

Periods of Significance

1900-1953_________

Significant Dates

1900_____
1915

Significant Person(s)

n/a__________

Cultural Affiliation

_ n/a________

Architect/Builder

Unknown

Narrative Statement of Significance
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographic References

Bibliography
(Cite the books, articles and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.) 

Previous documentation on file (NFS):

[ ] preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) 
has been requested

[ ] previously listed in the National Register

[ ] previously determined eligible by the National Register

[ J designated a National Historic Landmark

[ ] recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey

#_____________________________ 

[ ] recorded by Historic American Engineering Record

Primary location of additional data:

(x) State Historic Preservation Office

[ J Other State Agency

[ ] Federal Agency

[x] Local Government

[ J University

[ ] Other:

Name of repository: City of Springfield
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Acreage of Property Less than 1 

UTM References

A. Zone 

15

C. Zone

Easting 

474220

Easting

Northing 

4118120

Northing

B. Zone Easting

Verbal Boundary Description
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

0. Zone Easting

[ ] See continuation sheet

Northing 

Northing

name/title Richard Lee Burton

city or town Springfield

Additional Documentation

Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets

Maps

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series, indicating the property's location 

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties ha,™,,.
properties having large acreage or numerous resources 

Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property

Additional Items
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items,

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of SHPO or FPO.,

nameJThe Marx Building r r r Ati

zip code 65805-0305
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1900, these , are the rerunning two buJdings of a larger turn-of-the-cenLy four-building cWnLal block er™

'

" "*

water mtrus.on. - ows a In addition the exterior brick

These dangerous bmldrng conditions and integrity issues

Elaboration:

AT? /torf / 1/1S/00) ±1 Netta I nimf R ^ ^m ^ to ^ 5ubject pr°perty> "^"^g ̂  Holland Building 
\99^ a POSS We SSSSS ? § ^ fl*ttW^a«' ̂  ̂ «"*« ̂ ^ (MR /««</ 7/OP/9// to 1 yy_. a possible National Register distnct was considered in this area, but not pursued because of facade

1937 ^^a &e ^ ̂
s a partial basement and rests on a
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limestone foundation.

The Marx-Hurlburt Building is an impressive example of the Neo-Classical Revival style that achieved popularity 

durmg the Late 19 and Early 20* Century period nationally, but is uniquely represented in Springfield tough ite 
presentation in these two buildings (See Photo 3). It is 52 feet wide across the combined facade of the two buildings 
each of equal width The building rises 54 feet at the south-facing primary elevation, including the height of a four-' 
foot parapet above the roofline. While documentation indicates that they were originally in alignment aTthe rear 
e evations the two buildings now have varying depths due to additions and alterati" er tmTrhe west biding

h ™ ^ H ^ If" ̂  deep> including a ̂ -^ry rear addition measuring 21 feet deep and 3?feet 
high. The building adjacent at the east (313-315 East Park Central Square) is 66 feet deep. The subjecTpLerty'haT 
experienced several fires and updates throughout its period of significance. These haveresulted in }*$$« 
alterations to its original materials and workmanship, which provide an interesting history of building memodsld 

interior stylistic preferences. In recent years, the property has suffered serious deterioration and structural failure due to 
neglect. However, the current property owner acquired both buildings in 1995-1996 and has implemented a lengthy 
though steady program of stabihzation and rehabilitation. Although the property has had a difficult history, it still 
retams substantial integrity of design, materials and associations within the context of Springfield's historic downtown 
commercial buildings^ TTie facade was rehabilitated in 1998 as a first phase of the current project with support from 
the City of Springfield Center City Facade Improvement Loan Program funded by a ComnLity Development Block 
Grant. The required Section 106 review of the facade rehabilitation indicated that it had no adverse effects on the 
historic resource.

The Primary south elevations of the two buildings present a symmetrical Neo-Classical facade constructed of light tan 
smooth-faced bnck in a stretcher course bond (See Photos 4 and S). B has a flat parapet with an elaborate pressed 

metal entablature consisting of a narrow eave supported by small, narrowly-spaced brackets. Multiple horizontal layers 
beneath the eave include a dennled cornice, a frieze with floral relief, and Mother simple project molded cornice. fT 

facade is framed on either s,de by square, paneled pilasters rising to above the third-story windows and topped with 
simple terra cotta capitals. An identical central pilaster separates the two buildings into symmetrical bays The 

pilasters are connected at the top by a terra cotta band that spans the facade. Each of the west and east bay tbJrd stories±nt^rrrcn y^^™?«*>****>*™ ^^^^^c^ot^^nL^j
sunp e terra cotta ato. The second story of each bay has three windows centered below those of the third story. These

ZdtS t^h r!feTSt0^ WMdOWSMftey^ sU^arehedatthetoP andrestonat^««ahorizontal 
band that spans Ae facade and serves as the window sills. The extant windows are modern double-hung, single-paned 
wood sashes with transoms above. These were installed during the facade restoration to replace a variety of 

deteriorated later penod wrndow^ They are consistent with the original materials, based on historic photographic

whenT u f • *Z ^ ^ T Si8nfficant ******>*"*« to *e facade occurred prior to current o^ership, 
when the upper stones of the west buildmg (311 East Park Central Square) were sandblasted to remove an earlier paint 
apphcation. Tins severely impacted the surfaces of the brick walls and terra cotta ornamentation. To remediated

^Llt^^^^
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condition The second story has a door and a window opening centered below the windows above. The door opening 
was most likely a double window, like the one above, which was later converted into a door when the second story was 
added to the rear section of the adjacent east building. The door is cuirently boanled, but the window has been 

replaced with a new double-hung wood sash unit with top Hansom, consistent with the profile of the original material 

The first story appears to have no openings, but it is coated with interior plaster remaining from the rear section of the 
adjacent east building poor to its collapse. The rear north elevation of the building at 3 1 1 is almost fiilly covered by 
the two-story bnck addition constructed between 1949 and 1950 (See Photos 8 and 9). It has no window openings on 

its side eas or rear north walls but has a single first-story door at the north side of the side east wall. The third story of 
the anginal buildmg s rear north elevation does have three symmetrically-placed single windows visible above the ftvo- 
story addition. Overall, the rear elevations of the two buildings within the subject property are substantially obscured

0111 ^ a tWO** C

(See Figures 3-6 for an illustration of how the footprint of the property has evolved over time.) 

311 East Park Central Square -

The interior of the building at 31 1 East Park Central Square retains its open floorplan and association with its most 
prominent use as the Marx Clothing Co. store. It substantially reflects the store's 1949 remodel, which "updated" the 

property with a Modernistic aesthetic. Much of this later period material and design is still intact on the first floor (See 
Photo* 11-13). The aluminum and glass storefront with expansive teoazzo entrance, curved plaster soffits, plaster wall 
surfaces and wood floors are m good condition. A curved, vertical wood slat display wall wa! i originally p laced in front 
of the full-glass storefront, but subsequently removed. Architectural evidence showing the exact placement and 

dimensions of the wall are guiding a recreation of the wall during the cmrent rehabilitation effort. The mezzanine at 
the rear north end of the first floor, constructed prior to 1 933 and extended to the north with the 1949 rear addition is 
intact, but has experienced some deterioration due to water intrusion ^ /V«re j. The original or early period

The front south section of the second floor has experienced significant deterioration. The later period Modernistic 

finishes, unplemented at the tune of the 1949 remodel, are no longer intact The walls now have exposed brick 
surfaces and the ceiUng joists are likewise exposed. A later period passenger elevator from the second to the third 

floor, mstal ed m 1934 by The Warner Elevator Mfg. Co. of Cincinnati, Ohio, is found along the side west perkier 
wall m front of (souft) of the interior staircase (See Photos 14 and IS). This elevator replaced an earlier freight 
elevator at the same location. A modem steel frame interior wall has been constructedwest to east across the second 

floor m torn of the elevator. Behind this wall is the rear north section of the original 1900 building and the later period 

HS T r S™ surfaces °f<^ rear section of the floor are largely intact However, substantial 
water mmision has significantly deteriorated the ceiling and floors. The roof of the two-story addition has had to be

^l?//^/ toCaSeameSideWeSt P^«CT^^oPen wood balus^adeLnewel posts, is intlt
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Dunng the facade rehabilitate m 1 998, the transom areas were opened and filled with modern g™ ofk Sin e the

c-ew,

propen ,h rea nor of bn M H fl°0rs- At the time of construction of the

address life safetv concerns associated 

reconstructed with a steel frame repl 

placed over the s

^
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space: and, its wood floors are mtact P?a ter sS™ 2 ̂  ̂  and waU surfaces at «* fr°"' <™* retail 

for the ladies' department dress racks A Soffit T % "* ** ** ̂  fomling 3 reC6SS bmeath

at the rear north of the building. The ceiling at fluTtio £T M f SPaCe ^ "* S'°Ck r°° 

beam above the windows at the front south perime^ ™n h , S >hoWI nUn°r W3'er ^^ ̂  header 

both buildings within the subject pro pe^ A'TeL of the'h ^ T^ ̂ ^ fe ** deStr°yed "* roof °f 

work room. This area retain/its earherperiod n£ e7ceS ^"f, ̂  easM°-West ^^ waU » a stock or 
Photo 20). The windows along tie rear no^i Deri™^ n , ^surfaces' •*««& » deteriorated condition ^, 

pernneter wall retain much of Lu oS^K M^H ^ '° * half-ba£hroom ^g «he side west 

c oen staircas ""' bUlI> $ ™ "pc op. staircase to the lower floors ^^^±^3°- Stl^f ̂ ^ 

313-315 East Park Central Kqnnrf -

Theadjacenteastbuildingat313-315Ea'!tP3rIf r*,,*, i e •
the intenor finishes are less intact because of water A ^ "**"* ** °^ commercial fl°°<-plan. However, 

building at the west. Most impactedarel^ sM perteTS *T^- T* ***** ***** * "* *» the 

Howler, wood window and baseboard ^^^S^^C^^ ̂ ^ ** "^ P^' 
space with modern bathrooms at the rearTrrTenZd K? ̂ T" ?° fctf °°r C°DS1StS °f 2 large °pen front 

onginal c. 1902 pressed tin tile ceilin^vSs m e^ce eT Hv"3 *? ^ after'h°UrS ni«lltetab- * d°eS retain its 

elements within the building It provSelal in e^ t • °D a°d °°e °f *" m°re ^P^^ «&** 
adin,™ nt *, ™« A ^± " ̂ f ™ mterestu>gjuxtaposmon to the later c. 1949 finishes of the buildmoadjacent at the west. ron

the plaster at the lower portion of the walS to£«S? S* h " ^ "^ *"* '" """^ H°WeVe
owner to expose the bnck underneath. The wood ! Z^ ' T bef.removed Pnor to ac<5uisition by ^e curren,

perimeter of the building is a recent add^ "" ^ '

mezzanine iocated at the center of the fr

tit is likely that there has been a «^°Jt£S£^.?a^ °D "S muJtiple floors *™&><* is Wstor>-, so 

first to the second floor have recently been rt uSdTo aT fi"^ C°nStrUCtion- ^ endosed wa"= ^ the 
y uren resunaced to achieve fire-rating requirements under local building codes.

o^^sX^^^^^^^^

Five original window openmgs. with ftvo-course buH h«H h t WeSt *"* ^ ̂  m D° iODger fntact'
perimeter wall. These were Covered by L a^ac^?^ tedc ̂ ^ "*"• « sti" evident * ^ ̂  east
constructed c. I91M9P A steelfram^ Hn ff, ^ ^ t ?«»*«y bnck building (the Netter-UIlmann Building)

to enclose the staircase rising to the third floor and a ve«T §, CODStniCted ato« a Porti°° °f the side west perimeter wall

entrance at the south storefront. An elevaS±Z^ ""7 th£ f°P °f ̂  StairCaSe rising from the sec^an-
connecting the second and third floors is found at the northwest corner of
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luuucuidie staoiuzation to address dangerous building conditions.

o^ifw!?^
with a concrete and steel beam roof system M ton mH ^ ongn^ roof of both buildings. It was replaced 

ceiling, which was lowered from the Salti2 £ £*" ,T^ *T *" ̂  ""* *** '° ""P" **
' ™" ""*

, a ,
the period of significance of the property pde. 4 fall •' J^*^™"? ""* ̂  ̂  SyStem JS Within 
changes in construction technologies. Lterno e onl^H^ mterestm8 ̂ ^ to * ̂  over time, as well as 
the side east perimeter wall. In addition two w L ̂  ̂  ' ""^ W °PenilgS ale StiU evident ^g 
which at one time connected the third floor with S* *T °PemngS ^ wHalt •talg *" side west P6^6'61" w^ll- 

of the failed rear north wall are eS2^SS£ ̂  "^ "* f ̂  °f *" ***** *"*"*• ^ results 
assumed that the fire contributed to the wall fa^ ̂  t S^™* °f *" ktCT P^1"1 &e is ^ ̂ ^ » en be 

buHding was added dunng rehabiUtation of the £ llg * " *" ̂ ^

Integrity Statement:

Sw^^^
"Historic and Architectural Resources rfSwtaJfiriVL- - P ^ Submission cover document, 
under Section 106 review as pTof^^^^^ ^^^^^^^^b^r^mta^ 
matenal and profile, as evidenced by availablenEriH t ̂  ̂ ^ wimtowl « of appropriate 

Sprmgfield's only extant commercial ^S^SSS^^^ ' "^ * re<~ati°'' » 
ftmction as an important and large-scale retail locarinn^T ^ "ld ItS associatlon ^ * Wstoric 
311 East Park Central Square reLs on"SandT ™e °Pen, lntenorfloor P1^ « ̂ ct. The west building at 

remodel of its retail floor space while LtrHelt "^ mtm°T **** °f ̂  C' 1949 Modernistic-style 
room areas. In juxtaposition to ,Ee 1 r^eri^T ̂ ^.^ ̂  «**« in the rear north stock and work 

at 313-315 East Park Central Square retamstome o?fe 7r<SS1On;'^^^^^ding of the subject property 
•mthefimflrcr.La.erp.^itea^
elevators, provide a physical record of eventsSSKf Tff^r'1 -'1 C°nCrete ^ Sted r°°f ̂  
rehab,litat,on project will address the issues oS ̂  ,P "f3' throuShout lts ^"^ ^ cunent historic 

property, while respecting me ^^^S^^^'^^^^'1' 1̂̂ 01^
sy oi intenor presentations implemented through its period of significance

Trade ad reprint. Chain Store A f>_ (January 1952)
npa.
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~

^souri. From the collection of lie L^CentaSrS M£ ™an"fact°re" "^"« "f Springfield
^ermlsslon) ' ^"^S^^-Greene County Public Libraries. Used with
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Used with permission)

^^
EstCTly' Arclute<*'- GBjoto: c. 1949. Esterly-Schneider Architects.
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l^r*^ 

McGregor-Noe Hardware§Not to scale (
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Figure 4: Site Map. Northern tier of 300 block of St. Louis Street, following construction of subject property at 311- 
315. Note one-story section at rear north 315 building. Not to scale fMap: Sanbom Fire Insurance Co., 1902)

>*\« c o;» '
P-V^ 2 .

-••I? ^S °5 «
>g£SQ#-MQE\\ « .
A •_ Jfl ^? _.M
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F'g"re 6: Site MaP- Northern tier of 300 block of St. Louis Street Note that earlier buildings at west end of block (301-309) 
have been replaced with two one-story buildings. The two-story addition at the rear north of 311 has been constructed. Not to 
scale fMap: Sanbora Fire Insurance Co., 1950)
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Summary:

The Marx-Hurlburt Building at 3 1 1 -3 1 5 Fasf Part r<~,*-t c
Cnterion A in the area of COMMERCE. SSS^jST^ ̂ f f ̂ ^ * "^ '^^ md^ 
building commercial block, the property first howeda m, , , phaS£ m devd°Pment °f « ^ge four- 

City Business School,located or 'the to° """' '' ^ 2 Ph°IOgraplly ^^ ^ Qu,
expanded its operations to the third floor of £to ud
gentleman's clothing business from its location at 321 Rn ' clotl™g Co. moved its retail 
oeranons here f07;;=;:^^^^
Photo Supply (later Hurlburt Electric Supply Co) SX^ ̂ ."Tf™1 c°™*rcial occupants, notably Hurlburr 

Women's Wear and Richard Shoe Salon "S t^ocSS? f ̂  ̂  ̂ ^ Sh°pS 
of St. Louis Street (now East Park Central Square) « fmafaSS^M """^ ̂  * "* * "* deveI°Pm<*< 
earliest extant commercial property in the northweTqSt oK^r T^0* ̂ ^ NOtaWy'* is the 
tier of East Park Central Square. It is particutelTScTh™ , ,' "^ *Ba eXtending dOWn ^ northera 
Springfield's historic downtown retailLrestS SSo SS ^T ̂  °f ̂  C10thing C°' t0 
noted as the largest volume retail clothing outlet The «M, ^ * UnP°rtant JeWlsh mercilant class' Marx was 
Commercial Buildings, ca. 1870-1948" and ia^^h^^ rePresentative of ̂  type "Downtown 
style in a historic commercial building It meetefte™^Plmgfield s "^ examPle of ̂  Neo-CIassical Revival 

Subnu*iM co^docW 'TO^a^

context of "19* and Early 20* Century CommercialSSdSTcTlSo^ n ̂ °^'"^ » within the histonc 
determmedas 1900-1953, beginning at the time ofS™f" J 85°:1948' ^penod of significance is 

period of significance for the pTpe^y i ê^*^sT<>S h e * &e^^ ̂  criterion. A second 
operanons a, 311 St. Louis Street anTalso^SeSuL.'T8 * ~ *" """ ^ C10thing C°' began 

named the Marx-Hurlbur, Building because o2S5TE I? ,'"^ ̂ ^ iS aPPr°Pria!eI>'
ui association with us most prominent and sustained commercial tenants.

Background:

:. Missouri. When Mr. Campbell donated and nll^ 1°°! 6 AveDUe)> wWch extended north to 

Springfield, he patterned its central core^SSSSSS „ T ̂  ̂  " I835 """ beCame ^ Town of 
Tennessee. Unlike other typical public squaTe lavom, 7T! ̂  <*te' h°mC tOWn of ̂ lumbus, Maury Counrv. 

Campbell's plat for Springfield £%^E£££^ >?**!*>. ^ from ^ ™, Mr. ' 

Originally, the four platted roads were called BooTstr^t^ ^ T, I ^^ mt° ** middle °f *" four sides ' 
and West Street (west side). Prior to the 1835 nto pf £ ^ E"" Str6et (east side)' South Street (soutn side) 
Streer was Fulbnght Road/as i, ex tended Ifs, S L plS 7"??* " "* °U ^^ W W TraCe ^ WeSt 
South Street (later South Avenue to followle ^±±0^7 ̂ ^ Of*ese ^ designations, only 
name.' aesignation of north-to-south corriders as avenues) retains its original

The old East Street later was re-desismated as St T/™;* D«oj/»u o r
route to S,. Lou.s. While the Public'Square a?d itT?o«h °n f ̂  ' ^^'° ̂ ^ " ^ the "^ eaStem

4 and us north, south and west corridors began to develop early as thriving
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commercial ways, St. Louis Street dike Walnut c., .
class residential neighborhood. In 858 Ch^rTe^™gparajlej to ft at ^ sou*)- initially developed as an upper

100 acres for his farmstead east af1ter£E%£^l^.*m °f SP*"^'5 «^est families, acquired
Kemwood Anns Hotel. 2 By 1886, ieVnly sub»con*£""* T' * ̂  "" """"^ °CCUpied * ̂
Public Square on the west and Jefferson AvTue1.nl C°nSt"Ktlf on ** northem ** <*«• Louis Street between the

at 301-305 St. Louis. THe Baldw^trw£c^
the ground in 1909. 3 At this time the Predo^anceo7cn™ 7outhem te of St ^ in 1891 .later burning to
storefronts housing trade businesses ^SSS^^^ construction in this area consisted of small

l^k^^1̂ ^^^!^^^^* 18c2 When °onstructi°n tee** on a large three-story 

Neo-Classical Revival-style facade, dShu£m±^ ^ * °? ?" ^ With itS impressivea»d ^ue 
commercial area. In ^6,^0^^^^^^^^^^^^^.^^^ 
large-scale Neo-Classical Revival-style uuuuatiMuEFZ I W3S constructed M ^ continuation of a 
continued and, by 1900, it includedfwo m^S ±**"* ̂  Devel°Pment of ̂ commercial block 
dominated the St Louis streetscape wTJo fteSf?.3I ' "^ 313 J15 East St. Louis. This commercial block 

Woodniff Building at the corner %S?S2£ rT ^f °f *" 2° ^^ ̂  const™<=tion of the 

subject property a,g317-323 Ea" S.. t S Si?Zl2d ̂ ^^f-01^ Building east of the 

between the Public Square and Jefferson (^^2^0^^°^ ^^ ** "^ Lonii Slrect 
earlier two-story commercial building east of theNtaS, Sre ** COnStrUCted m 1929 on ^ site °f«»

_ _ _ onunercial block, the McGregor-Noe Hardware Store

north. Tie upper stories crf307~309^nT ̂ y ̂  "S l^' When * rel°°ated '° itS MW fadlity f^" 
Manin & Co. opened a thriving musical mstrumenT^ ?, ̂ P X QUem City Business C°"^- ^ 1901, C.G. 

photography and pnotographiclipp/y^^^^
through the next several years. In 1915 Marx Clnth' r B°thj these busmess concems remained at these locations 

Street. A, the same ^urlbm-Sb^Tp^^0'^ ^^ ̂ ^ * 321 ^^ « 3U St' **** 
Longmore's) operations at 315 St. LouT ManiSSf ri ^ "^ *" **** Ph°t0 SUPply ^^^ 
this location until it closed in the early 197oTH™T^ T^ °PeratC ™d etpand its ttoivilW retail bus^ss at 

prominent and sustained con^ercial operaLs^ 
and. therefor, the subject property is ^M^^S^^S^^1̂ ^11'^"^

iefirst floor of the building at 313-315 SL Louis Street In 1937 a fire

the common roofot^^^^^^^f Whto ** » known about the roll extent of the fire, 

new concrete and steel beam roof was constructed DuZ Si .**!! C°mpietely deStr°yed- F°Uowin8 ^ &e' a 
been exposed showing how the fire spread to Ae we«T f.1 rehabUltatIon of *» P"3?^- ̂ haired wood has 
its location and the buildings at 301 -305 307 and1fw J 7^ SamC t™e ^ McGreSor-Noe Hardware moved

. and 309 St. Louis were razed and replaced with smaller scale commercial
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oroy
storv structure that housed the IHre SiSrs Kj£ ̂  ̂Hardware Co. building was replaced with a two- 

locared on the site of the first two bSSrfL^T-'TS f°r TV^' A ^^ bu^§ ™s fet 
Wa^reen 's Drug Store. ^^^ * ** "'"^ "^ . on < *
Whether these bniUings west of the subjecTpronertv wf ̂  ̂ T eXPmS1°n °f Ma™ C1Othing C°' 

their loss did have a significant impact SK^S^B^ f ̂  *? Y "^ ** ** ctmti^ 

Neo-Classical Revivalltyle commercial blocks we^e^Se^- ^ ^ f "^ ̂  MdingS °f the 
property continued to contribute tignifiJSto toS ^ bmldmgS *** C°mplise the ^''J 6" 
through the period of significance. ^ commercial "»^> especially the Marx Clothing Co.,

"A Natural Trade Center"

crsrasistrrrTeS^^
Springfield was recognized as an importlTa^d taS u±S^ ̂ ^ "TT ""I™ manufac^- ^ ^89. 
dis,mct segments: dry goods, clothing and Cisl^Z^ TT tOWn S Irtnl frade W3S di^ded hto **ee 

1889. earning a totaTof 5706,000 in g^ndS^ ̂  T^ "' " ^ of "^^^ retail houses in 

trades, busmesses generally operated uTa-co^o^SulfT^^

furmshings. clothing, groceries, provisions aSdwTe ' Ser^f f g°H '.^ ̂  f65' ^"P8' g£MS ' 

drj- goods, men's or women's clothing and fumishin~n^h « « fjf "^ 'P^0 market SpedaItieS " 
during the first quarter of the 20* cenL - anT so Jd ̂  « Sprmgfeld s frade mterests ^ tremendously 

^^.OOOp^^...^?.^^^

Springfield's Jewish Community

,
migntion were a number of Jewish rns yd f "**?*• ™>** * ** ^vy wesnvard 

Springfield, these new Jew.sh rcsioeTSSSn^ "7 T immigrantS - SCttIing "

,
; from Germany.'- By 189TL ± ô  ̂ ^ r^f '' ** S3me *"* by Charies R Heer' a Cathoik 

organTzat,on of Temp.e Israel, L S'S^HS'^ T""^ ̂  ̂ ^ '° SUPP°n ^ 
during the early years of the 20* centur Tied T a'snl.^!?^ ̂  ^ ̂ Cmergmg dwenity " Eur°pean °rigins- 

associarion w.th the Union of American Hebrew ̂ c!~t H'M T^'"115- TemPIe Israd reta^d its 

focus of Eastern European and Othodo^ JulTsm^ Z § T' ^ th£ neW conBre88ti«». Sha 're Zadek became the 

Ae Schwab. Rubenstem. Barth, Rosen, Lew Wolfe^d M^f ̂ r^ ̂ °S^OUS Jewish raerchant <=^ -ere

businesses, .taong them, the Marx C oS stor™,^ o'n ^ '*"* °Pened fmP°rtant ^ C'0thin§
"ung store operated for over 90 years and had maintained its position for most
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Springfield's highest volume clothing retailer.

Marx Clothins Co.

In the late 1860s, the Conn brothers, two German Jewish immigrants, arrived in Springfield and opened a retail 
clothing store. Jake Marx, a cousin of the rv*n<. /._-«- » _._* . ... - - - 
1880, Jake's brother Gus also found his, - 
the clothing store as the forerunner of the M£ £ Co £ * ™ %"** °* ** C°U*™ <Bld renamed 
the Public Square and Boonville Avenue rTwasZ?™ J?° f ™ ""* """^ 10Cated * *" n0rtheast comer °f 
known to have bought out his brome^e shortv ,Z T * "if*"* * 321 B°°nviIIe Avenue- Gus Ma" » 
1902, Jake Marx operated the T^^Si^^'^^ *?** ̂  *" CohnS-'' At least toou^ 
later left the retail trades and established aS,S?^f *•*" ""^ 10Cati°n 3t 123 PnbEc ^^ * He 

Building. It IS at least plausibl 
indicate little association betw

_ Boonvffle to 311 St. Louis Street in 

and expanding store.

management."- Mannie died^S ̂ Arm^c^
grandson. Arthur Jr., ran the Marx Ooto«cKi' ̂  L ° °^^ ** bUSineSS *** Ws dea£h » 1973-"' ^ 
generations, theMar^ ^ySS^LTi*!^^.^ 1^ A^*'"^^ Forttaee

ajor store renovations and targeted new retail
slow).

(%$%^
l> ytuomisswn, "istoricand Architectural Resources of Springfield, Missouri.")

Criterion A: COMMERPF

Resources of Springfield, MO." Specifically:: P P6rty Submission "Historic ^ Architectural

or:^
event or occurrence. * P ^ 3 PartIClllar bmldmg ^ or "»- or b« associated with an important

Commercial Association

The Marx-Hurlburt Building is significant becaiiwnfit. i • •.
its association with the development of St LoukStm^ c C0mmercial history of Springfield in part through

comrnernal comdor. Beemnhg witt , fl« coC± " ^^ '"^ " ' maj°r SpriDgfield
me constru t western-most building of the four-part Neo-Classical
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and throughout the Public Square. The >p££?£££i 1 TH ̂  f°r "Clal Pr°Perties °n St. Louis Street

property continue to have a strong presence^?^^ f^ *° buildings that comprise the subject 

-enorthwest quadrant ofthe^Sq^^^^

aowntown reta, mSS^ C1°^ Co. to Springfield's histonc 

generations, Marx Clothing Co. served SprSeld^f IT ^ ̂  Fw °VCT 9° y£ars and acr°ss toee 
leader in a competitive dotting n^S SStLntaS h f T^f • ~ ** mUCh °f "^ time M ^ V°iume- 

position, Marx C.othing continued ^^S^^^^^f^ T° ^ "S m^' 

in ,949, a women's shoe department in 1964 and the fi^" \LualpSZ' § " "^" *""" ̂

Representative Architectural Style

ple,;r^^^^
Renaissance movement (now called "AcademicSon^ j^^laSS1Ca! Ruevlval contmued *« ̂ ^an 

1880s and retained a strong presence J cornSal Sh ^ "t ̂  SCC°nd Renaissance Revival * ̂ ^ nnd- 

20* centur>-. Properties wfthin tto^SSTSTTf "ff1 ^ *""* ̂  &St ^^ °f ̂  
earlier in the 19* century and simpto?SK^!e S an , T ̂  ^ "^ °f ̂  Greek Revival peri°d 
dunn a the same late Nearly 20*SnSS^v^T ? ̂  ̂  B£aUX-ArtS CIaSSidSm ^P°pular 

smooth surfaces, few projections, ^SS&KS^S^ " «*?«?«" b/ b-d Ph?- of flat,, , - ,
treatments. Windows and doors d^S^S^ "^ f SUnple' m°Stly ^ek-influenced 

the Roman tendenc.es of earlier pe

^time, the original three-story, four-buildTg aconSf ̂ h.'Tr If dOWntOWD C0mmerdal C0re 3t ^ 

into the Public Square. TT:e level, multT?fy™efnfesSeZ^ fl ^ S'' ^ SttBet 3nd dl P0ints W6St

eav,dent,le7cor^c7^e^s:r^7
Classical Revival stvle. HoweverTtoel™ ™1 ^?^^ dmeat *" P'aCeS ^ prOPerty within the Ne°- 

br,ck wall surface, linteled windo^tdSontSS^^ ̂ ^ SUCh « ̂  flat' ^ 8^' 

The lower cornice above the first story ^SSSSSS^SS^S^ ̂ ^ "^ b^

ii^^SH2^att
on S, Louis Street (now East Park Central Squ^^ep^ S^T SSSS^Sf^
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---------.-..^of^dSS^
Neo-Classical Revival upper facade has been careftnWeh^^ ^ ̂  ̂ ^ Pr°Perty' S lmique ^^ 
its architectural integrity. It presents itsetf in^nTV "lfll gRatat sensltlvlty<° retai™g and enhancing 
Central Square, whfchfc wiCTepSSrfSSf^T^f" t0 *" 1949 St°refr°nt a< 3 " East Park 

Esterly, the Modernistic design andnSfoft^ 
Company stating, tos storefront w<* promoted nationally by Pittsburgh Plate Glass

^nr!f5aUy.imp0rtant today when compedto. is so keen, customers more 
Tg, up-to-the-minute look, many alert merchants have

' Plate Glass and Pittco Store Front Metal." (See Figure

^etS-l'd%S^J**r*' bM *" °Pen retaa fl°OT Plans » stffl e^'- 

the Modernistic aesthetics of He WhJS O* ^-T blUlding (3 ' J ^ Park CentraJ **»"» which r^ 
property^ history include the original prised mc^n^ f*^ dementS ** ̂ ^ ln mtCTCSt tineUne of the 
Central Square), the passenger dKEEfa S?3S. H^ T ^ ̂  ̂ ^ (313'315 ^ P^ 
1937 fire. Original wood window and dwttn\^? ?* ^ rePlacement roofinS V**" constructed after the 

end of the third floor of the west *^S£St?&£ *" ̂ l"111^'P^"1^ a* ^ rear north 
bu:lding, reflects significantly its associaLn of JmS^lS. *'" * ***'*"* ̂ ^ C0mmerdal

CHRONOLOGY:

'arx-Hurlburt Building through the end of

'-Classical Revival style commercial block are constructed at 307 and

* °"^™™?ied "? m ^P31151011 of me McGregor-Noe Hardware 
""" '"""' "" -305 East St. Louis Street. Queen City

le commercial block are constructed at 311 and 313-

Co. business located

1900

instruments and sheet music retail 
building (313-315) and e 
into the third floor of 311 
commercial block.

i, photographer, occupies the east 
lupplies. Queen City Business College expands 
'—ies the top of the entire four-building

1910
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1912-13 C.B. Holland completes a new three-story brick commercial building at 317-323 East St. Louis Street. 

1913 " "^ by 3 &e Which Started " H-'s ^^nt Storelmtli Its new buading is compkted at *»
"" -

SSS^^T4» 1̂5^ffi1!±r̂ ^«-.
Passenger elevator added to building at311East Commercial Street, replacing eartier freight elevator 

1937 Firebreaksout in fiahrid'c Worn. u-.._-__ „ ,
land 313-315 St. 

'stem.buildings of commercial block at 307and TT1Q <s7 7 I S 7 ""cuirently, two ear. 
destruction from the fire. St L°m Streel «" nzed> perhaps from ^^ or 

/P-J9 Gus Marx dies.

>. at 311 St. Louis Street is remodeled according to a Modernistic design by local 

sportwearline added to store offerings and placed on third floor, 
iins from this date.

1959 Arthur Marx, Sr. acquired the property at 313-315 St

However, he abandoned his plans to fully occupy the _ _ _

ss^^s s^flo^ii^r" f^7?^^1^^
,AA^ *~ A. inn c.: i • , ?. "oor of 313 -315 St. Louis. A mezzanine and second floor wei

1963 hnmanuel (Mannie) Marx dies.

1964 Marx opens a new women's shoe department.

1973 Arthur Marx, Sr. dies.

1976 Arthur Marx, Jr. sells property at 313-315 St. Louis Street and closes Marx Clothing Co.

1. Nan,,- Holman. "Story of the S freeB."SEriS£fle.di Ma£Szjae. (Springfield. MO: June 1980) pp ^3

2. JeneH WaMace. "S t . Lou.s Street: Hegance Loss." TheNejv.Leade, (Springfield, MO: November ,5, ,98,,, p. ,E.
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"• • (V**

SPri"gfold. Missouri. a nrt «.. —— -lf,

'• pGeorge s - Escott- m ™-^~^Wt n (SpringfieH M0
6. Mk.Spri.tfMdn.vntm^ (Springfield, MO: ILL. Polk & Co., Publishers. 1929),p. ,3

7. Shanna Boyle and Julie March, eds., p. 29.

10 Hovc 's Stre" and Aven,, P Directory nf gpri.-f, M Mo „
———— ——————enngiielrt, MO (Kansas City, MO: Hoye's Directory Co. 1902), p. 237-238

11. Ob.tUarv.Gus Marx.- Springf,eMni.,-,v^(Springfieid.MO. March7,1939),npa..

13. Marcus Whiffen..- 

167. nB
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ty £X£ jT^Sf "^ "^ * ̂  " ** St L°uis
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See what a ftffehiqk Store front ran do ?
BEFORE- -/

AFTER.../fi IKM w»h itTOpMU

Store Fronts 

and Inlcriors 
by Pittsburgh
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. "Marx Funeral Set for Friday." Springfield T,MH>, Springfield, MO. November 23, 1928. 

. "Marx Near Century Mark." The New..T,..w Springfeld> M0. Decefflber 3> ]9m 

Springfield- Missouri «n* Syrrn,,nrftnr ]889

^^

Springfield, MO: Dunham Directory Co, Publishers. 1917, 1922. 

Escort, George S. History and n.Terfnrv of Sn^^... .„„ Norfh Sl>r.n^M ^^ MQ ^

Holman. Nancy. "Story of the Streets.", ̂ pringfielri ,

Hove. Street .„, Avenue nirectorv of Spring.,,, „ n_ K^^ city, M0: Hoye ,s Directory Cp ]899j 1902

lL5oaT& J^ h a Hay wag°n." Qz-rksWatch. Springfield, MO: Southwest 

nRero rri of Spring,, , n „..., ^^ M0; A Owms Jam

Ob-ruarv. "Dea^s, Arthur Marx, Sr."NeIv5lLeadeJi Springfield, MO. September 9, 1973.

Ob,raarv. "Gas Marx." Springfield Haily N^ Spri^gfidd, MO. March 7, 1939.

Obituary, ^e Death Record, Gas Marx." SsOaaUUMtfBu. Springfield, MO. March 6, 1939.

Springfield, MO: R.L. Polk & Co., Publishers. 1929, 1940, 1947, 1952.
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"Springfield, Missouri." New York: Sanborn Fire Insurance Company. 1892, 1896.

Springfield Greet, Yon Springfield, MO: Springfield Chamber of Commerce. 

Trade ad reprint. Chain Store Age. January 1952

Wallace, Jenell. "St. Louis Street: Elegance Lo« " Th*\i r J
ciegance Loss. The \ews-f ,eader Springfield, MO: November 15, 1981.

:hiiWhiffen, Marcus. American 
1992. de to the Styles. Cambridge, MA: The MIT Press.
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Parcel Number- 13-24-234-006 

Book/Page: 2421/2013

Parcel Number 13-24-234-007 

Book/Pager 2396/0198

according to the recorded

^^

" maintained *V the Greene County Recorder's Office,

Source: Greene County Tax Assessor's Office 
940 Boonville Avenue 
Springfield, MO 65802

417-868-4101 

Boundary Justification:
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Maps:

1. Tax Map. Parcel Numbers 88-13-24-234-006 and 88 11 74 i^m n
January 24, 2003. SS-13-24-234-007. Greene County Assessor's Office.

2. USGS Map. Springfield, MO.
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Photographs:

The same is true for all photographs, except where noted:

Marx-Huriburt Building [preferred] 
311-315 East Park Central Square 

Springfield, Greene County, Missouri 
Richard Lee Burton 
March 2 1,2003

Negatives on file ^ Histonc Spnngfield, In,; P.O. Box 50305; Springfield, MO 65S05-0305 

Exterior Phntnnrnpl,, _

Photo 'i Streetscape. View from east of 300 anri 9nn M t. c
300 and 200 blocks of East Park Central Square toward Public Square 

Photo2: Streetscape. Northern tier of 300 block of East Park Cent™! Q
or i*st Fork Central Square. Subject property is fourth from right 

PhotoJ: Primary south elevation. View from southwest

Pho^ Pnmary south elevation. Storefront, 1949 of311 East Park Central Square

hotoj: Exposed side east elevation of 3 11 East Park Cental <:
cast i-arlc Central Square, with two-story addition at right

Thirdfloorof

from right 

Photo 10: Dead-end alle-

on at 3 11 East Park Central Square is second

tower is seen at upper
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Interior Phota^raph-, - 311 East Park Central Square

Photo 11: South storefront of 311 East Park Central S
indcatingplacementofwoodslatdisplaywS

Photo 12: First floor. View toward rear north from soufh«ct r T
c. 1949 remodel ffl S°Utheast Ceitag. w* soffit and wood floor are all original to

Photo 13: First floor. View toward rear nnrfh fr^rr, L
commend use ^ *"* *"**«• ̂ ^ « right is part of current rehabilitation for

: Detail. Manufacturer's nameplate in c 1934 na«mn , 
comer of original building ' P*8™** elevator between second and third floor at northwest

: Detail. Comer tnetalwork ornamentation of, 1934 passenger elevator

Phofo 16: °etaij- Orig^al staircase descending north-to-south alon vi
floor s orm to soutn ^ong side west perimeter wall from third to second

PhotoJT: Detail. Original staircase descending north to south I •,,
floor g norm to-south along s,de west perimeter wall from third to second

PhotoJS: TTiird floor. View toward rear north from south

Pfaof» '9: Detail. Third floor passeneer elevatnr *n u i
P ssenger elevator door below curved soffit along side west perimeter wall

PhotoJO: Third floor. Rear north perimeter wall of work room h • •
treatments "ii or work room, showing original plaster wall and wood window trim

Interior naiapnpfn- 313-315 East Park Central Square 
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