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ESCRIPTION i
heck O
CONDITION (Check Dne)
Excellent [ Good [7] Fair T} Deteriorated [} Ruins (O} Unexposed []
(Check One) (Check One)
INTEGRITY
Altered £33 Unaltered [} Moved [ Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL ({f known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

construction, IFront (nc:t) portico has fo
constructed ci wedge-shaped bricx. Yooden

Csst iron colurns in basenrent supnort ma
orizinally continued up through the firs
the second floor,

in
s
[%

Original surviving exterior ornarentation
entablature mouldinzs, colurn and pilaster
scrollwork bolted to the ca2st iron wi..dow

“vidence of Vlcto"v°n influence noted part
iron ornzmenvation, esteblishes building a

Greek Revival style thester building, built 1355-1857, two stories
and baserent, recctangular nlan, ori: vﬁonl" 50 x 103 feet, brick

wr unfluted Doric col

pedinent (above) a

architrave (below) corplete gable under ridce roof,

floor., These cclurns
floocr space to support

includes: window frarmes,
capitals, and iron
lintels,

3

ticula r1J in use of cast
s Jate exazrple of the

Raserant originally used as reading room; rain Tloor used as con-

bined theater and lecture hall or auditorium, Second story housed

the city nall, Imsonic and Odd Fellows hall, (Histor: of lowsrd
Co Cou 1 6433 and Doonville aeekly

Touis, who specialized in thezter
Advertiser, iy 17, 1901, p, 1, co

This enlargercnt required the rermoval of t
an additicn was constructed lengt henlng th

25 feet. New spacs accorriodated more elab
and provides

Weekly idVS“ﬁi

Arcnitect for the auditoriun enlargerent w

Building was iIn need of repalir at en d o’ ninsteenth century an

was in danger of being rased, Ounar U/, Specd Staphens nired
architect T. W. Basv of Sedalia, “¢oaour;, to desirn remodeling

of secend floor, (Bo onville leetly Sdvertiser, August 31, 1900,

p. 1, col. 1L.) On Zpril ;, 190-, Dl"nS were made public anuouncing
an extensive renovation and enlargerent of the auditorium to
provide an opera house. (300;1L11€ Veellly ldvertiser, April 5,
1901, p. 1, ccl. 5.)

ne east (rear) wall
e bulldin o)
a

orat
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THESPTAM HALL

7. Original character of total exterior has been rmaintained.
Brick used in addition closely matchnes that of original building.
ddition is set apart fron earlier building by 1ts greater
height, manszrd rool, fenestration pattern of walls largely
uwnarticulated and small rownd windows at freize level of old

building.

7 at second floor level on the Facads
replaced an earlier balcony added after completion of building.
Balcony nwresently in place may have been added during 1900
rencvalion, Dates for both balconies not certain, IHodern
neon sizn, atbttached below the level of balcony to the central
Poric colums, detracts from the apnearance of the facade,

Srall exterior balcony a

Brick on facade painted white., Sore cast iron ornamsntation
hes fallern off and has not been replaced. Several chimeys
present in old views have been reroved. (See bibliozraphy. )
Windows altered to become doorways in the front wall flaniking
mzin entrance, Several first floor openings in north and

soutn walls have besn bricked in.

iy

» is basically sound, but in need ©
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Abor iginal Education O
Prehistoric [} Engineering O
Historic O Industry O

Agriculture O Invention O

Art [ Landscape

Commerce O Architecture [}

Communications ] Literature (]

Conservation O Military O

Music O

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Political Ul;bcn Planning O

Religion/Phi- Other (Specify) A
losophy Architectore

Science

Sculpture

Social/Human-

itarian

Theater

OO0 000 ®

Transportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Personages, D

[N

Mid-nineteenth centur:
unusually early date
(1odest size

civi

fn)-

midiestern tos
in 1935 by the Stete Historical Sociebty of Lﬁssouri, ouilding
is the oldest surviving theater used continuously for that pur-
pose, west of the Allegheny owntains. (The Boonville lAdvertiser,
Dec., 25, 1935, o. 1, col. 2-l.)
Thespian Hall 1s also sign urit's political history
as many campaign specchos W nere during the nine-
teenth ceu*ur;. A tyopical ole is carpaimm rally of
General Ceor_ e Rapcen Srith of Sedalia, Missouri who ran in 1372
on the ﬁguuolkcan ticket for a seab in the lecislature, (The
Missouri "istorical Review, vol, 3, no., 1, Cctoher, 1939, =, 112,)
Built 1357-1337 ost of 22,200 (Nathan H, Parker, !
As It Is in 1Eé« De 2 3 0“ at a cost of 15,000 accordiag

3oonville Daily lews,

ates, Ewants, Etc.)

.

;eatric, nd ¢ 11bural center
Tor its perliod and locatic
According to a survel” conducted
143

Oct. 3, 19356, ». 1

T inated cost ol building was TO,JDJ

Thesnian Hall « and ownezd by the Boonville Iib?

. Zeading Doou a ‘szociation, or: 4 1335
outrrowth of th Society of Boon orzanize: Te
1335, (4 Bries of Thesnian Hall, v. 2 and o. 4.) Ruild-
ing funds were v the sals ol ssoziztion stock. (Boonville
Weekly Observer, & , 1355, o. 2, col. 3, and h 29, 1055,
p. 2, col, 2.7“ Local eontractors Homan and kD2 aber a
rmayor of Tocnvil i1t % (Boorville I dSETVar

Juns 9, 18;),

wr3 after COL@

nanded heoso ol th

1 Ve

a hosoital and JQH&,budb*p
7

19356 1 muip.3h>

= B4 ) -
yievion of the

5, 1385, 5. 2,

a
Hall,

e Civil Var,
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In the ‘Jar years, Thespnian Hall bacare the property of
Col, J., L, Stashens., In 1359 it was leased to #he Turn
and Gesang Verein, 2 Gersen singing and athletlic soclety.
(Blston J. lelton, The First Hundred Years, 1957, p. 17.)

After 1900-1.901 renovation undertaken by omer . Spesd
Stephens, Hall w2s reopencd as The Stephens Opera louse,
Nov., 5, 1901, (Booaville Weekly Advertiser, Nov. 8, 1901,

Pe 1, Col. 10)

Circa 1912, Thespian Hall was converted to a motion picture
theaber anc s renaned The Liric,

4
to sound films.
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MAJOR*BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

I, OIb VIZiS:
A, The Beorwille Ueeklr Advertiser, Dec, 2, 1893, ». l.
From Si, line drawing, signature lower rigbt unreadable,
Balcony at second floor (front), gateway at south side.
B. Tllustrated Atlas lan of Coover Cownty, lMissouri. St. Louis:
Atlas Publisning Co., 1077, p. 0U. sngravinge. Describes
hall capacity as 800,

EOGRAPHICAL DATA

"LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 0
ANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY
DEFINING A RECT c R OF LESS THAN QNE ACRE
CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONG!TUDE
Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW o ’ - [~ * " o o ’ » )
38 5g’ 26 92 Ll 33
NE o ’ » o ’ »
SE o ’ » o 1) »
Sw Q ’ » o ’ »
LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES
STATE: CODE | counTY coDE
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: CODE
i
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: CODE
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: CODE
ORM PREPARED:BY.
NAME AND TITLE:
* . . A . S ~ Tre 3~
¥, Poatricia Holrmes, Research Architectural Historian
RGANIZATION . . . DATE
° S‘ate Historical Survey and Planning Office )
T e - A 3
“HMgsourd State Paric Board doril 10, 1969
STREET AND NUMBER - .
P.0, Box 176
120 Jefferaon Bnildine
CiTY OR TOWN: STATE CODE
3 . Il [y’
Missouri 65101 zh

 NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION &

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service.
level of significance of this nomination is;

The recommended

National {X] State (] Local (]
Name __{_ - : ‘/‘\‘(
ﬁ/ -t~
»oscph ezar, dJdr.
_Anirpn+or Missouri State Park
Board, and “issouri State Liaison

Officer
Date .

I herebv certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

/(( L 1
{ fharin k s Vil

Chief, Office of Archeology and iiistoric Preseyétion

LR A

HIERT:

Date _May 21, 1969

ATTEST:

/%{//////m )c é//mﬁ/

Keeper oTTh National Reglste

Date __May 21, 1969
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C. Ioltom, Elston ne First HMundred Years, Boonville,

I Tublications, 1957, op. D. 15
second floor level unlike one

D. ssouri As It Is in 1357, FPhiladelnhia:
J B, Iiopincott & Co, 637, OD. D 233 Engraving of
hall before balcon; added to front. Stocitade fence
surrounds the building, 2 ulVil Har bar'lcaoe? Cldest

Imom illustration of the huilding,

BE. Tare State Historical Socizty -7 iHssouri, Cooper county
photograpnic file. Detall photos made by Lester Jones,
July 1, 19:0,

BOCIS ¢

A, History of Howard and Coover Countiss, Zssouri., St, Louis:
T T ational Historical Comany, 1303, DD 002-3.
B. Ileliton, FElston J. ?eﬂ‘oﬁ'" f';; > of Gooner County, Idssouri,
Columbia, o.,: The FlbJishing Lo*oanv 537,

pn. 199-202, Dch”Wﬂ vion
at Thespian iall.

, 15
winds of plays nresentad

C. A Brief 315uorw ol TheswiaA Hall. Boonville, Missouri: The

idittee, 1937. Unfootnoted

B, Tne Roonville N2il- ‘dvertiser, issues for Decaxber 1875 and
January 1570, 2s exzrplas of advertiserents for lectures,
functions a% the hall, Jan, 8, 1937, op. 1 & B,
Preservation effort described,

C. The 3oonville Daily Yews 7, 1935, p. 1, cols. 5-%.
Charles van daveunswasy articls describes tmys in diich
hall sarved the tom.

Oct. 3, 1935, ». 1. Iiistory of the building.

Dec., 17, 1935, ». 1, cols, 5-5
b 3 L 3
survey of old theoter buildin
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D, Boonville Vecklr Advertiser, A‘Jg, J 1900, Do 1, col, 1.
Announcos thaa, arciivect 1s coming to estimste cost of
redecorztion of lhsonic Hall.

Aug. 31, 1900, p. 1, c 1 1. Architect T. V. Basi's

L]
plans subnitted and acc d.

4
Us

*(J

Sept. 21, 1900, », 1, col, 1. I. H., Roberts
conL:Mchu for job. Dimansions of rooms, s

Nov. 30, 1900, ». 1, col. 2. learing corpletion.

[

Dec. 7, 1900, p. 1, col. 1. Describes opening of Dec. 6.
"y Drean of Oriental splendor...”

Dec., 1, 1900, p. 1, col. 1. Describes formal oveninz,
Lists +nose O;bo&ﬂt entertainne

April §, 1901, p. 1, col, 5. Annowncenient of nla* to

. - 3. ~ MOy
rodescorate the auditorium, main Zloor of buildin 59000
to be raisad for that nurpose. Subscripuions solicited.

April 12, 1901, ». 1, col, 5. Fund raisin
Managerment loolting for an archi

Yay 17, 1901, p. 1, col. 1. J. L. Howard, St. Louls

renitect, hired,

tay 2, 1901, p. 1, col. 1. J. L. Howsrd visited bullding,
tooy measurerenits, .nd2 his estimates,

June 7, 1901, o, 1, col, 1. Howard's sketches ars on vieu,

July 12, 1301, p. 1, col, 1, Construction contract let.
Names sriisans involved in intarior dacoration,

July 25, 1902, p. 1, col. 1, Uork in

3

Nrosress.

Sent. 6, 1901, p. 1, col, . ‘lork in vrogress.
Oct., 13, 1201, p. l. Announcerment of grand opening, o

be Mov. 5, 1901.

Nov. 8, 1901, ». 1, col. 1. Description of opening.
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E. Boonville ‘leekls Observer, March 2h,
Hotice to Bu1lders gives anticipated dimensions
building.

April 7, 1355, p. 2, col. 1., llotice,
June 9, 1355, p. 2, col. 3. Purchase of more land,
Sept., 1, 1355, p. 2, col, 2, Vork in progress,

Yarch 15, 1355, n. 2, col. 1. Contractor ready to
corplete ouilding,

Yarch 29, 1856, o. 2, col. 2. Stockholders meeting.
HeDearmon announced that bullding would be finished

= -~
Dy October.

. 2, col, 2, MNearing completion

o=

F, The Xansas City Star, Jan. 29, 1933, Pe. 124, col, 1,
I1ljustrated with line drawing of hall., History of
building. News iten.

G. Missouri Historizal Review Vol, XUI, lNo. 2, Jan., 1937,
p. 215, liotice tnat hall is threatened and may be
razed, Preservation moverent besan October, 1934,

Vol., XX{IV, No. 1, Oct. 1939, p. 112, Political rally
at Thespian Hall, 1372, described,

1.

ibliography can be found at
souri, Colurhia, ifissouri.

(o -

Note: All sources listed in this b
the State Historical Society of 1is
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