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Historic Missouri Theatres Questionnaire
Fayette Area Heritage Association

Does your organization have information about the following theatres?
\

Fayette Opera House Fayette yes no
Grand Theatre yes no _¥X
Alamo Theatre yes no _X

Is this(these) theatre(s) still in operation?

Fayette Opera House Fayette yes no X
Grand Theatre yes X__ no
Alamo Theatre yes no _X

If not, does the building(s) where the theatre was located still exist?

K

Fayette Opera House Fayette yes no
Grand Theatre yes no X
Alamo Theatre yes no _X

What other historic theatres were located or are currently located in your area?

AN

Please check the specific types of information you have about theatres in your area? Please note any
sources you think would be particularly useful for this project.

: R e /
____ books about specific theatres | IE{_U frt'/_i [ _Alethad, of (olf ot Lol
____ photographs II—" detts |-, /

____ newspaper articles > | eAvEL

—___ scrapbooks I VY ﬁ,@ Lo

——__ Ccounty or town histories 4 éu/w%i LaurT )HQP f efopLds

other, please specify

Do you have any information on which theatre or vaudeville circuit played in your area?

Mo
|y

What days and times is your library open to the public?

mileq (M0 L besry 1130-I0'i0d  Javele Fedhe 12— S

Can special an'an%nents be made for the library to be open at other times?
0
L

Who is the best person to contact for more information? j';a)w !}‘_) g //_fp}_ Cap D-’EMA Dﬂ/ﬁ? =

Thank you for your assistance.
Please return to: Becky Snider 1008 Sunset Dr. Columbia, MO 65203
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HOWARD COUNTY was created in 1816 and included the whole Boone’s Lick area to the Osage
Treaty line. It was named for Benjamin Howard the territorial Governor. Daniel Boone’s sons, |
Nathan and Daniel M. began salt-making operations here in 1809 which began the town of Franklin. |
The location at the base of a huge loop in the Missouri River made the area important for Western
Exploration.

'HE COOPERS.. One of 4 forts built by early settlers was also the home of Capt. Sarshel Cooper.
Here he was killed by Indians. He and his descendants are buried at the Joseph Cooper Cemetery.
Benjamin Cooper was the first white man to live permanently in Howard County. Cooper County
was named for these pioneers.

<, L]
CEDAR GROVE.. was begun by Nicholas Amick in 1824, .7 . & - I
with later additions by Horace Kingsbury in 1856. ¥ ‘ ‘ A ] |
e DI |

Federal architecture with Greek Revival typical

of Southern taste moving into the West. Santa Fe ' (
Trail marker at roadside. Chains in stone wall \7
for hitching horses. T

ey

RIS (52 ,\;{ i
(i T (0

Mo = T

CLARK’S CHAPEL.. was built in 1879 on site of an ‘
earlier Methodist Church. One of Quantrell’'s men who
turned renegade and had to be shot is buried in the old |
cemetery. The panorama of the river plain and ancient
tombstones are worth exploring, (gﬁ‘%
3

A

SUNNYSIDE.. was built by Wesly Jefferson Smith in 1857
who came from Virginia by way of Kentucky to farm

the fertile valley. Slave cabins once fronted

the property. Note the 3 story construction and

the original tin roof. The porch gallery has been

iltered for stairs.
altered for stai (?g}; >

HICKMAN HOUSE. located on the grounds of the ?
University of Missouri Horticultural Center. Built by Col.
Thomas Hickman, an early settler from Bourbon Co.,
Kentucky in 1819. He was a farmer and merchant in
Franklin. He and his wife, Sarah Prewit are buried on the |

S
=

RIVERCENE..was completed in 1869 by riverboat
Captain Joseph Kinney of brick and cypress

with marble mantles brought from New Orleans.
Boonslick Road ran in front of the mansion.

AN

e

THE HISTORIC CITY OF FRANKLIN at the
height of its glory was much larger than the
visitor can imagine. It was the final destination
of the Boonslick Road, one of the first
thoroughfares in Missouri Territory, and the
first trading expedition to Santa Fe started from
the city center in 1821,

The stone marker (#11 on the trail map)
represents the town square before it washed
away in the floods on the 1820%s. Situated on
the River (which was 600’ north of the present
channel) a series of docks and warehouses the
base for a Wester trade. The first steamboat
arrived in 1819,

Franklin boasted the first newspaper west of St.
Louis, the "Missouri Intelligencer"; was home to
Kit Carson, 4 governors, 3 Supreme Court
Justices, and Missouri’s first senator. The
Government Land Office and Postal Station had
a busy traffic,

The above plat was prepared in 1876 when the
M.K.T. Railroad crossed the River and
established a depot at New Franklin.

3% Lewis & Clark Trail
3 Boonslick Road

¥ Santa Fe Trail

% Katy Hiking Trail
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100- Year-OId Building Gives View of Fayette s Oiden . Days

Buit by W.J. Megraw, Fayette, Mo
THE NEW OPERA HOUSE BLOCK

This building stands on the corner formerly occupied by the old opera house Wthh
was destroyed by fire on the evening of January 10, 1902,

Photo by Grigshy

SCENE IN “PICTURESQUE FAYETTE 1905” facades. Note window-well in front of nearest

-shows opera house, now the Faith Family
Fellowship Building, at southeast corner of
courthouse square, little changed from when it
was built about 1904, except for storefront

display window; dirt streets with graveled
walkways; present newspaper office, columns and
all, at left backgruund. Portion of clothing store
sign can still be seen on side of opera house.

THE DEMOCRAT- LEADER
P. 4 Fayette, MO Dec. 31, 1994

House to
Recording
Studio

Some call it the Faith Family
Fellowship Building. Others say
Ayres Building; or the Armory; or

the Old Opera House It was built
in 1903, to house an “opera house”

upstairs and retail stores at street

level and in the basement,

Few if any operas were presented.
The term “opera house” was
popular in small towns, as a name
for a theatre, to overcome religious
and moral objections to stage
performances. Commonly plays
and vaudeville were presented.

With the 1913 advent of the
Alamo Theatre, for both movies
and stage presentations, on the east
side of the square the opera house
probably lost favor. One didn’t
have to climb so many stairs at the
street-level Alamo.

Sometime after World War I, the
upstairs theatre became a National
Guard Armory. The stage, the
proscenium, the seats were ripped
out. Members of Company M,
138th Infantry Regiment, 35th
Division, drilled in the armory a
few hours each month. Many were
college students.

In 1940, the guardsmen went to
the armory, put on their khaki wool
shirts and pants, wrapped their
puttees around their lower legs,
formed up outside on Main Street,
and marched to the depot. They
boarded a troop train. They were

TRAP DOOR IN FLOOR of unused portion of present church
space, leads to a basement area, 100 feet long by 18 feet wide,
originally finished off for use as shops. On stairs is the Rev. Jamie

Page of Faith Famlly Fellowshlp




puttees around their lower legs,
formed up outside on Main Street,
and marched to the depot. They
boarded a troop train. They were
told they would be “home in a
~year.” But World War II came.
Most did not come home for five
years; some never.

The armory remained a popular
site for dances. Down front, where
the stage used to be, a “caller”
(often a local auctioneer) would
chant the steps for the square
dancers. Behind him fiddlers
provided the music.

After the war, Company M never
re-organized. The armory was the
site of a pants factory for a few
years. Since then it has stood
vacant. A few years ago, Jamie
Page opened Front Page Music on

- the upper floor. He restored the
lobby, offices and restrocms, not
. the theatre proper, the old armory.

OPERA HOUSE INTERIOR is of awesome background and at r[i)ght fore%rounddare]origifnal
roportions. Ceilings are 20 feet high; seating area and were meant to be seen. Erecte only a few ;
?s ngarly 60 feet wigde. View is looking east from  years after Eiffel built his Tower in Paris in 1889, E?ﬂoeleycffmggbrgkgél%ﬁrkyrqclgsgr;l
near Main-Morrison intersection. In background building proudly boasted decorative ste_el Goods Store. Now it houses the
is where stage once was. Round columns in supports. sanctuary and ancillary activities of
o S Faith Family Fellowship. ' S s
The basement contains three large
chambers, with the same
dimensions as the three storefronts
above. The one along East
Morrison was oxiginally finished S
off elegantly for shops, with .
outside access. A soft drink bottling
works, a bakery were among the
businesses there at various times.
The Fayette Bottling Works sign
can still be faintly seen on the brick : : '
wall outside. A deposit- bottle with ORIGINAL WINDOW-WELL, underneath sidewalk on South
the company name cast in the glass Main Street, long ago was covered with concrete. Brick arch and
is now a collector’s item. For “bullet molding’ at top of window indicate basement was meant
many decades these spaces have  for public use.
been unused, except for storage.
The other two basement were, and
remain, cavernous dirt-floored
chambers, each 19 feet wide and
100 feet long. At the front, window
wells, with iron grates over them,
originally admitted light. These
were concreted over long ago.

So the attic, theatre and basement
have remained frozen in tima Thic

. Downstairs, the spaces have seen
a succession of prosperous
retailers. Old timers remember

SR




been unused, except for storage.

The other two basement were, and
remain, cavernous dirt-floored
chambers, each 19 feet wide and
100 feet long. At the front, window
wells, with iron grates over them,
originally admitted light. These
were concreted over long ago.

So the attic, theatre and basement
have remained frozen in time. This
month, Rev. Page graciously led
visitors on a tour of the undisturbed

: ) Lo , spaces. The relics found, the stories
BALCONY 1S STILL INTACT in old opera door opens for projection booth. Arc-lamp, or told, the questions raised, are:

house. Seats have been removed. View is looking ~ perhaps limelight, illuminated performers on  shown in this picture essay.—
south from Morrison Street side. At right, half  stage nearly 100 feet away. HDD

THE DEMOCRAT-LEADER
(USPS 153-200)

H. Denny Davis
Editor & Publisher
Second Class Postage PAID
at Fayette, Missouri 65248

Published Every Saturday at 202 East
Morrison St., P.O. Box 32, Fayette, MO
65248-0032, Telephone 816-248-2235.

Vovl. 120, #53-December 31, 1994

SUBSCRIPTION RATES in club with The
Fayette Advertiser in Howard County, or to a
Harrisburg, Higbee or Rocheport mailing ad-
dress: One yedr total $19.00 total (inctuding
$6.17 postage and 81¢ sales tax); six months,
total $12.00 {including $3.09 postage and 56¢
sales tax). Elsewhere in Missouri: one year,
total $28.00 (including $15.17 postage and
81¢ sales tax); six months, total $18 (including
$7.59 postage and 66¢ sales tax). Outside
Missouri, inside USA, one year, total $32.00
(including $19.98 postage).

The Democrat-Leader if taken alone, in
Howard County or to a Harrisburg, Higbee or
Rocheport mailing address: one year, total
$12.00 (including $3.09 postage and 56¢
sales tax); elsewhere in Missouri, one year,
total $18.00 (including $7.59 postage and 66¢
sales tax). Outside of Missouri, inside USA,
one year, total $21.00 (including $9.99

- ‘ S : . S PR ip of this copy of the newspaper  HOW SCENERY WAS HOISTED TO THE STAGE of e old

! . passes to the subscriber, when the copy opera Louse, is shown by this steel beam still projecting out over
BREAD MOLDS FROM LONG-AGO BAKERY  business, in days when every town had its OWR  leaves the newspaper office. o alley at rear of building. Big double-door has been bricked up. A
are’ st.acked in basement of.bm‘ldmg. }{uge comn3erc|al bake?y.h Herfe the Rev. Jamie Page ceni’gg‘:gﬁgg{ mﬁ%gfo‘ciiré}sdggfludmg 2 rope-and-pulley on the projecting beam made it -asy to hoist large
quantity— several dozens— give idea of size of examines one set of three forms. items. .

”
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WHAT IT TOCK TO MOVE AN ARMY in the
old days, is preserved in writing on end of this
National Guard crate in the attic. It dates from
before World War II. It says: “11 combs, curry,
model 1913; 7 bags, feed, model 1912; 7 same,
grain; 7 pair bags, saddle, russet, model 1904,

leather; 7 bridles, cav. model 1909, leather; 7

brushes, horse, russet, mozel leather; 7 halters,
head, russet, model 1904, leather; 2 nets, hay

(rope); 7 Sureiagles (?), Model 1919, cotton. -

Garner, packer, 1922. Jeffersonville, IN,
quartermaster depot.” Crate, alas, is empty.

MYSTERIOUS ARCH THAT LEADS
NOWHERE, is examined by Mike Holtwick,
Glasgow plumber who discovered it while making
repairs. It is near floor-level in basement, under

By 1900, the Katy Railroad, the college, and a booming farm
economy, had combined to make Fayette a prosperous trade
center. From 1870 to 1900, the population grew from 815 to its
present size. Clearly, the growing town deserved an elegant

new opera house. THE DEMOCRAT-LEADER
P. 5 Fayette, MO Dec. 31, 1994

southernmost store space. Did it lead to a

subbasement in an adjoining building? It was
bricked up long ago.




ARMY LEGGING, JODHPURS AND BLOUSE
dating from before World War II are among

"PRESSED METAL CEILING is typical of state-
of-the-art commercial building design at turn of
century. This is one of the finest restorations in

~ A/

reminders of long-ago National Guard unit. These

items were found in attic.

Fayette. It is in sanctuary of
Fellowship.

i -

Faith Family

-

BIG WINDOW ON THIRD FLOOR, gives

picturesque view of downtown Fayette, with
college towers in background. This area
apparently was originally used as refreshment

o S o

stand and lounge area for opera house patrons.
Later it was quartermaster’s supply store and offi
ces for Missouri National Guard Company M.




" PRESSED METAL CEILING is typical of state-  Fayette, It is in sanctuary of Faith Family
of-the-art commercial building design at turn of Fellowship.
century. This is one of the finest restorations in

WHEN A SPEAKER WAS SOLD SEPARATELY  item. Itis designed to sit atop the instrument. Bell
FROM A RADIO or phonograph (making it shape amplified sound.
unnecessary to use earphones), this was an elegant

The Democrat-Leader thanks the Rev. Jamie Page, the
congregation of Faith Family Fellowship, and Front Page Music,
for their coéperation in the preparation of this photographic

essay.

.
o

THIRD-FLOOR ROOM, NOW UNUSED, was before air-conditioning and modern lighting, big
apparently a lounge for balcony patrons. It offers  windows were a must. View is looking north from
a commanding view of downtown Fayette. In days top of stairs.

was neglected, to give Fayette one of the finest

DETAIL OF PLASTER MOLDING on a third-
floor wall shows elegance of the “New Opera theatrica! houses in the area.

House”when it was erected in 1903-4. No detail
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PRESSED SHEETMETAL AND GLASS store-
fronts on Fayette’s courthouse square reflect the
state of the art in the 1880s. Progress in glass-
making permitted big, single-pane, inviting dis-
play windows downstairs and single-pane sashes
upstairs, making apartments or offices better
lighted and better ventilated. Development of
stamping process led to the ornate metal store-
fronts (and also to pressed metal ceilines inside the

~*AnT RIIRINESSES

stores). Top photo, building on east side of square,
housing New Grand Theatre (left) and half of
Miller’s IGA. Bottom, building on east side hous-
ing Holtwick Chiropractic and Alsop & Graham
Drug Store. Note “mortar & pestle” at top. Such
stamped-metal fronts could be ordered by mail;
and shipped to Fayette by rail. They are described
in today’s architectural article.
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 traotion, wijl appear : at the .opera

tion with coal . land. olaims in
Alaska., .

Acting as ait: Jrney for Clarenoe
Cunmngham, whose . lleged
fraudulenuhnma for Alaaka. coal

ment for aotion. : :
Favormg ‘the “‘interests” . a
against the. people.

Lecture .Course. -
We are delighted to inform our
readers that the next \number on
the season’s lecture «qourse will
'be Brush tt;e magician, It will
be remembered by most.of our

readers thqt *Brush - .appeared |
here. some: thre,p or four years|

ago and evarybody thst saw him
was delighted with his evening’s
eutertunment of mystery, magio,

comedy, humor and illusion., He|

is one of the best musiciang on
the Amerioa.n platform; and
presents tr}oka in magic -that are
new and.up-to-date. ' He has no
stale tricks. ... The Fremont (O.)
News in, ©oommenting on his en-
tertainment says: ~‘‘One-thous
sand- dol}ar reward .for gnyone
-that wns not more than_ pleased
with t.he ‘Brush ’ entertmnment
He is thty, refined .and . presents
no stale trmka He keeps ‘the
sudience in a continual.uproar of
wonderment and laughter ¥ o8
This attractions is:the fourth
number on this season’s lecture|
course and:is .the, strongest; at-
traction ‘on, the course..-“The ats

house, Monday night, -February
7tb. Those holding season tickets
should reserve their peats -early,
a8 no doubt there will be a large
crowd and tbe opera ‘house will
be filled. Smgle _-admission
for this atcracuon will be 35|
and 50 oents. ; You should :not;
fail to wee Brush as if igithe- op«=
nortunitv of. a lifetime'to . see this)

: '-Suppreésidp of facts in'lo'onne\c'-"‘
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e A PLAY: WITHOUT -

Sensationalism, .& Murder, a Wronged Woman, a Blood-.
ithirsty Villian, .a -Mortgaged Farm; a Railroad Train, a
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wondermnt and laughter.”. , ¢

Thia attractions  is:the fourth
number on this season 's lecture|

course and:is the, strongest. at- |}

traction on, the course.. ‘The at:-
‘traction will appear - at the .opera
house, Monday mght, -February
7th. Those holding season tickets
should reserve their - ‘peats -early,

a8 no doubt there will be a large
crowd and the opera. house will
be filled. - ‘Single .. -admission

and 50 cents, You' ehould :not;
portunity of a lifetime'to - see this)
great magician and :Caruthers-
ville can congratulate herself
upon having this great magipian
appear here.

_ Rare Treat.
Burton N ixon . will  offer ‘8
dramatization of Mary J. Holmes’
best novel :by Beulah : Poynter
“Lena Rivers” at the Fenton on
February 1. This play has
pleased more than a million of

people in the last three years, "

a play that pleases the masses
and no saying was -more truth-
ful. There is.not a situation that
is not taken from actual life, and
they .are not -only . ariginal, -but
at the same. time perfectly true
to the subject it purposes . fo: il-
lustrate. ..No expense has been
spared to make it .the'. best iate
traction you will have-in . -your
oity this season.. ‘The soenery ie
very stnkmg and elaborate.

for this attraction . will be 35}

fail to see Brush n‘iﬁ ia'the- op«

§ RN g

o0 TR PLAY

’.l‘he Love S‘.ory 80 dear to Wo
iituresque and quaint characters.

(maxes, Beautiful Scenery and C

=~ APLAY:W

.Sensationalism, & Murder, a W
thirsty Villian, .4 -Mortgaged F
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By Mary Ann Lowary
There is to be a new apartment on
Richmond's square, and if the new
resident, whoever it might be, believes
in ghosts, good entertainment may be
in store. For the ghosts who may hover

WALL FLOWERS: If these
wallpaper flowers could talk, they
could probably tell many stories
about Richmond in ‘the late 19th
century. In intricate designs of dark
blue, it will scon be covered in the

0sts

in the area above the Mattingly’s store
are those of the theatre.

The apartment, being designed by
Mrs. Anna Rose Darneal and her
daughter, Mrs. Alice Darneal Terry,
will have incorporated in its tloor plan

remodeling process going on the
area of the 1880-built opera house.
Two by fours have already been put

- in place over the wallpaper, [News

photo by Mary Ann Lowary]

partof an 1880 opera stage.

One of the two one-bedroom facilities
being built in the second-story area will
contain the old stage, largely because
removing it was ‘“‘nearly impossible’’

“We (Mrs. Terry and contractor
Herb Mansell) first thought we'd
simply take out the stage but, when we
got to digging into it, found that there
was so much masonry and concrete
underneath that it would be too much
work and too expensive to remove it.

*“So, we're going to build around it
and use the stage for an elevated kit-
chen and dining area. Actually, in

- retrospect, 1 think it will be more

unusual this way."”

The end result will certainly be in-
teresting. But perhaps more interesting
has been the historical sleuth work done
in tracking down the opera house’s haiy
past.

Although many people seem to
remember -there was once an opera
house there, not much, it seems, has
been recorded about the 19th century
facility. Atleast, not in one place.

But Mrs. Terry is curious about
historical things, especially in Rich-
mond. Her tather and grandfather
operated businesses here for more than
50 years -- many of those years as
Darneal’s Dry Goods store in the lower
level of that building.

With her help, and that ot her mother,
it's been possible to find and put
together at least a sketchy history of
the once popular Olvmplc Opera House
of Richmond.

Mrs. Darneal recalls she had “‘heard
ahout’ the opera house, built by the late
Dr. W. W. Mosby and his sons; but
when she arrived here, it was no longer
in existence. "

A native of New Franklin, Mrs.
Darneal began visiting Richmond in
World War I days, as a triend of Clara
Woodson. Mrs. Woodson’s husband was
a former partner in a dry goods
business with W. H. Darneal,.jr. A
friendship, and eventually, a courtship,
developed between Mr. Darneal and the
young visitor from Howard county. In
1916, they were married.

*The only thing I can remember the
upstairs being used for,” she noted,
“‘was storage.

“'But once, before we were married,
my husband have a dance up there in
my honor.”

By :hance, while looking for other
information, an interesting social note
was discovered in the March 9, 1916
issue of The Richmond News: “About
ten couples attended the dance given in
the old Mosby opera house last Monday
evening.” ~ Undoubtedly, that -was
‘her’’ dance. .

Overhead, Mrs. Darneal recently
pointed out old fashioned electrical
wiring where chandeliers had' once
hung.

‘At one time,” she said, ‘‘there must
have heen three, but there were only
two left.”

Period wallpapér, with bordered- -

designated areas for the fixtures, still
remarn with its intricate desngn and
dark colors.

The two fixtures which did remain
were donated by Mrs. Darneal to the
Ray county museum. J. A. Lester
consolidated them to make one and it
now hangs there in the Indlan room on
the second tloor.

Altheugh she does not have first-hand’
knowledge of the opera house, she does
have a tattered newspaper clipping
which referred to'it.

The name of the paper, and its
publication date are missing, but an:

approximate construction date was

given-—-and an enticing description.

“Pilss of debris have been brought
from the second story of the Darneal
Dry Goods Co. within the past week and
reminded some of the older people of
the dim past. .

“That debns contained the stage of
the opera house that was built about
1879. Upon it many stars appeared
before the footlights, and some of them
did not werar their skirts in a manner
as abreviated as the young ladies do on
the streets of Richmond these days, but
the men folks went to investigate small
matters like that anyway.

“That building was erected by Dr.
W. W. Mosby and sons, and the first
tloor was used for the drug store of the
tirm. ©verything that could add to its
attractiveness was there, the turniture,
show cases, etc., being the finest that
money vould buy.

"*The opera house over the store was
furnished in metropolitan style--but it is
now a thing of the past, and has been for
years, though the stage has just been
removed. The tloor space upstairs is 26
X 110 feet and will be used for carpets,
rugs, ete.”

GLITTERING REMNANT OF THE
PAST: This chandelier was con-
structed from parts of two which
survived from the old Olympic. J. A,
Lester did the craftsmanship after
Mrs. Anna Rose Darneal donated

The story's sub-head indicated that
the drug store had florished **about a
half century ago", which probably puts

the undated newspaper in the vxcmlty of-

1930.
(Continued on.page .8)

the fixtures to the Ray county
museum. Long pieces of mirros line
the inside of the fixture, which help
reflect the light. It now hangs in the
Indian room at the museum. | News
photo by Mary Ann Lowary|
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Token drug war

8y EDWARD W. O'BRIEN
Chief of the Washington Bureou

WASHINGTON — If you picture the United States
borders as lightly guarded against drug smugglers by a solid
wall of sharp-eyed customs agents, think again.

*In too many locations, our umts are stretched so thinly
there is no effective protection . . Customs Commission
Vernon D. Acree reports.

*On a nationwide basis, coverage of the barders
averages a mere one officer per 275 miles of border. We
retain only a token force along the northern border, leaving
hundreds of miles of border completely unprotected.

“There are fewer than 60 officers to protect the 12 north
cemral states, including approximately 1,000 miles of border
from Montana (o the Greal Lakes.”

BECAUSE NARCOTICS profits are so huge, many big-
titne traffickers use modern swift aircraft. Because of lack
of money, the customs service fleet has mostly casto!(s from
the military and other agencies.

Acree says: ““The customs air interdiction fleet is no
match for the aircraft used by smugglers. Qur out-of-date

{ aircraft are consistently out-distanced by the high s .
long range and well equipped aircraft of the smugglers.

“Qur fleel 1s well advanced into obsolescence and a
deteriorated state of unworthiness. Several of our most
essential aircraft are either grognded or are in unsale
condition for flight due to adv: age, unavailability of
spare parts, and corrosion and metal fatigue.

“As a result, although we can identify many aircraft by
radar or other means which are illegaily penetrating our

* border, we are helpless to catch them.”

PUBLICATIONS DEALING with the drug culture, Acree
says, tell their readers about how to “'avoid and evade
customs operations, explaining to smugglers that “They can
buy a plane, use it one time, and literally abandon [t after
they have gone into Central and South America and brought
back a load of narcotics. It pays for itsell many times over.”

*‘We have one plane sitting at Spartanburg, S.C., airport
right now, a DC4, full of marijuana sweepings thal obviously
brought a load in,"" Acree testified recently.

“Seven men were seen getting out of the plane, and they
left it there. We don't know who owns it, where it came from,
or any information of that sort.”

ON AN AVERAGE NIGHT, along the Mexican border
alone, the Customs Service estimates, ten to 15 drug-
carrying airctalt illegally enter the United States. Another

" federal agency, the drug enforcement administration, puts
the nightly total there at 150,

Within its manpower and equipment limits, the Customs
Service does what it can, But at a time of drug epidemic, the
reality, says Acree as he retires, is that his agency “'simply
cannot cope with the increased workload demands and
enormous enforcement problems it is facing.”

Lobbyist tactics

By TIM FLACH
Chief of the Jefferson City Bureou

JEFFERSON CITY — Although most of their handiwork
.has been accomplished by now, lobbyists tend to become
highly visible in the end games of the legislature.

Take, for example, the contretemps over whether House
Speaker Kenneth J. Rothman, (D-Clayton), erred in mention-
ing to small loan lobbyists that they might hire a former
state attorney general {riendly with the legislator.

That mention was interpreted as a broad hint by the
lobbyists, who promptly engaged the attorney as an expert
witness on a loan Interest rate increase desperately wanted.

The hiring of the attorney, Harvey M, TetUebaum, raised
some eyebrows because Rothman's predecessor as speaker,
Richard J. Rabbitt, is under lederal indictment for allegedly
trying to obtain legal business for a brother in returo for
favorable handling of legisiation.

ROTHMAN, WHO strongly opposes any interest rate
hike, says his mention of Tettlebaum was done casually al a
conference sought by the lobbyists to explore a compromise
measure.

Tettlebaum was in charge of consimer protection for the
Missouri” sttorney general's staff for many years belore
going into private practice this year. -

Many of the changes he suggested in the bill were those
the industry had opposed when he tried lo include Lthem as a
slale official in past proposed hikes that-have failed.

There are less subtle ways that lobbyists here try to
influence legislators. It's not unususl to see a lawmaker rush
into the chamber with an amendment to a measure [reshly
drafted by a lobbyist.

Another method is money. Reports filed this week by
about 350 of 424 special interest-registered lobbyists showed
that more than $257,000 was spent in the first 414 months of
the session.

THE 37 LOBBYISTS for utilities — the target of Gov.
Joseph P. Teasdale’s anti rale hike package which died
early — spent nearly $17,000 to promote their interests alone.

Entenainment is listed on the major expense on lobbying
reports, with the favors large and small. Lobbyists often pick
up the tab for parties thrown by legislators. Some legislators
reportedly were influenced in favor of the big truck bill by a
box of fine cigars.

Campaign contributions are always plentiful from
lobbyists. Legislators claim the favors don't influence them,
but what would you expect them o say?
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Ralph Perry, veteran theater
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Theotre, Grand and Washington,
at right, where o precision line
of dancing girls called the
Missouri Rockets was presented
by Russell Markert. He later took
them to New York's Radio City
Music Hall where their
successors still appear, intérna-
tionally known as the Rockettes.

25 famous St. Louis theaters

Many of nation's greatest entertainers graced their stages in early 1900s

Irving Berlin's four annual *Music Box moved to its present location, 9th and St.
o beDBY BOB’GAODDARD' i Revues.” Charles.
o emocrat Amusemen itor
useme ° “ORPHEUM THEATRE, 9th and SL. “GAYETY THEATRE, 14th and Loc
Charles. Il opened with a Labor Day matinee ‘refined' y an ust.
in 1918. | was there for the very first Here was ‘refin bgrlesq?e. as it was‘lhen
performance of bigtime vaudeville. The one | advertised. [ts shows were ‘family style' and
most remember was Fred and Adele Astaire. autracted many women. It was booked by the " o N
{rom the wings to introduce, stage front and Fred was only 19, very young lo be a g%\ﬁmﬁaca\mﬁl&aﬁ‘::m\{eor:én:i'ﬁig'nzﬁf lOﬂT’T{'ﬁSC‘?'t:slig:f;ljye:;efrss:nb:ﬁgiy;?:lg%‘
iieer;ler. a man and his star-spangled memo- *j’j:l";‘{i;'(::i’c,f,l'fé Oﬁyy(:;o:::c:b?m;' ing olfensive or offcolor. Louis for big events before the Arena and
Ralph Perry, 74, of Alton, lil., retired and we knew they would make it big in the & & & ;(;;u(i?&;esn:;gnla}::ll’::{:;lu::. err:l:gee;e
2"“;‘;&"‘2‘3"7 °'0r‘1h° ;'l""f"y G"’:e")’ tuture. “GRAND CENTRAL THEATRE, Grand The New York Hippodrome's ‘The Big Shaw,’
?{ﬂ ol "l m‘ﬂu Ba u‘: 0“5 ';0": “ec'; and Lucas. In the early 19205, this was one of played the Coliseum plus circuses and Wild
:.‘ “firs ﬁ:r{. his ollmn ne e{ r% the two finest movie theaters in'St. Louls West shows and sports events. The Veiled
'sar'sl ‘B‘: e ssml:chaveec nz:': °d“):;:;‘ before the big cinema palaces were built. lts Prophet ball was held here for many years,
{’eerry gal:miu liﬂl o he Uowsrolder he biggest period was when the Warner Bros. also auto, home and food shows.
sometimes has trouble remembering events ga:cs:(‘;:e.:nii!uslfe rsi‘ghll; llo slhow lhc] . 4
of a couple of months ago, but he challenges newest fad, ‘lalkies,” in St. Louis. It was A A -
ny theater buif In town o contradict him on _Jolson s *Jazz Singer' in 1927 which made “SUBURBAN GARDEN THEATRE, in an
his crystal<lear memories of 25 theaters that entertainment history when his magnetic old fashloned amusemen! park at the end of
14 voice cried out, 'Folks, you ain't heard the old Wellston streetcar line. St. Louis had
““In St. Louis as well as other clties,

flourished in St. Louis many moons ago. i , S .
nothin® yet!’ We know-this new form woul four similar parks, but this was the only one
\ o?l::y' Mr. Perry, (ake over. The stage s all bigtime vaudevilie vanished with the invasion rock the world, and it did. ™~ with a legitimate theater. It featured nation-
yours. in the late 1920s of jhe beautiful, colossal

” W1 W .
As you know, movjes and (v can never movie palaces, aveTaging 31000 seals, offering -3 -4 k-4 ::_lly known stars with 2 local stock company
replace the joy of seeing live performances big musical stage shows and first-run movies *“PARK THEATRE, Delmar and Hamiiton.
on stage, and St. Louls was a hub for such on a continuous schedule at low prices. The Originally a large movie theater, it gaincd
shows in bygone days..It was the fourth Orpheum continued with movies for many much greater recognition during the years
largest city in the U.S. when most of the years and was known as Loew's-Orpheum. 1914-18 when it changed its policy to musical
theaters on my list were In their prime. St. stock company. It developed a sizable num-
Louis and Chicago were the two big railroad ber of excellent actors who later became well
centers of the nation, making Il easy for known on Broadway. It presented all the
traveling theatrical companies to come here operettas and musical comedies of that era.
and for atiracting visilors to many theaters, Many St. Louisans felt that this was where ® % %
nearly all located downtown, with lots of the idea grew for Muny Opera in Forest “IMPERIAL THEATRE, 9th and Pine. Just
streetcar transportation, long before nearly Park, which started in 199, . another of the so-called -'reﬁnéd' burlesque
everyone owned a car, h %
*‘So, come along with me to 25 wonderful fheaters.
* theaters of the golden era of stage shows in
St. Louis. Here they are:

can't recall that it had any outstanding stage
shows. If this theater had nol been so
artistically designed it could-never have been
transformed into luxurious Powell Symphony

The byline on this story is purely a Hall in 1968.

formality, as | am serving more as presenter
than writer. So just consider me your friendly
neighborhood ‘“‘emcee,’ stepping in briefly

**The Orpheum leatured two-a-day vaude-
ville with a reserved seat policy. We saw,
through the years, a wide variety, everything
from Fink’s Mules and one-act plays to
Sophie Tucker, Sarah Bernhardt, Ted Lewis
and his band, Jimmy Durante, Eddie Cantor,
Fanny Brice, George Burns and Gracie Alien, _
Fred Allen, Jack Benny, George Jessel,
Milton Berle and Lillian Russell.

* &

“CENTURY THEATRE, in Smm Trust
Building, 9th and Olive. This legit™heater
played a steady stream of oidtimers popular
in the early days of this century, Two of the
favorites were 'In Old Kentucky' and 'Easl

Lynne.'

" a %
“EMPRESS THEATRE, Grand and Olive.
It started out with smalltime vaudeville bul
through the years had various policies, Best
remembered were two [ine stock companies,
«- one in the '20s and the other {rom 1952
through 1954. At low prices, the Empress

offered excellent plays with well known stars -] -3 u
in the leading roles. Among them: Vincent “*MISSOURI THEATRE, Grand and Wash-
Pricz. June Lockhart, Miriam Hopkins, Joan ington. The movie-stage presentation houses,
Blondell, Constance Bennett, Edward Everett the Missouri and the Ambassa both

“ i

Waltx)-nlx-zhl‘:la‘s E‘Hﬁ\'::l:‘i" :;:’hz‘iw‘gka;g Horton, Billie Burke and Debbie Reynolds. owned by the Skouras brothers, 4vere the

there to see the ‘Ziegfeld Follles of 1915." -2 . most popular of the five such theaters built in

LI
“GRAND THEATRE, 6th and Market. This
remodeled auditorium was originally the
Grand Opera House, dating far back into the
. 19th century. Its greatest popularity ¢came in
the 1920s when it thrived on large audiences

Young as | was, it made a deep impression the 1920s. Various emcees were on the
un me. Flo Ziegfeld always had top comedi-
ans and this edition was no exception. W. C,
Fields was teamed with Ed Wynn, and the
cast included Bert Williams, the popular
black singer-comedian. Alter that night, |
was hooked on big shows in the legilimate
theater. The Olympic was the leading house,

“SHUBERT-JEFFERSON THEATRE, 12th
and Locust, in the old Union Electric
Building. Here was a beautiful legitimate
house. The Shubert brothers, Lee and Jake,

' were famous for musicals. They had the
dynamic Al Jolson under a lifetime contract
and he starred in several ‘one-man’ shows
here, including 'Sinbad' and *‘Robinson Crusoe

Missouri stage, but the most popular were
banjo wizard Eddie Peabody and, [rom
bigtime vaudeville, Frank Fay, a great
monologist. Fay later appeared in the play,
‘Harveyi; on Broadway for over four years.
Eventually, he took the show on the r%qrahd

it played at the old American Théa(Te here.

at every performance. It had nine acts of
smalltime vaudeville al prices everyone
could afford — 10 cents, 20 cents and 30 cents.
It ended its very long run, like many
theaters, as a burlesque house,

““COLUMBIA THEATRE, 6th and SI.

Fast housework

By JOHN SPANO
Chief of the Springfield, lli., Bureau

and the biggesl stars played there In the tate e “And il was the Missouri that brought a 'C_harlgs‘ Ehl§ ";}“3"°'gr°:.°“.h°““ e fne

19th century and into the 20th until the . ) oung man to town by the name of Russell irst St. Louis home of biglime vaudevjlle SPRINGRIELD - kL~ When the House of-Representa——
theater's closing in 1916. Among them were The S_T‘UDQ"SA also had a different §9n~p'——-~§ar£mﬁruwemp€%1mﬁmﬁe—or_wm1 e OrpheunT OpeTEd. 1T presénted a tives really gears up, as it has this week, a strange-thing
Julta-Martowe, John Dréw, Ethel Barrymore, mustcarunder contract ="Sigmund Rom- dancing girls, the Missouri Rockets. They vast array of stars of the late 18%0s up until happens.

the spring of 1918, George M. Cohan and Fred
and Adele Astaire appeared in this old
theater.

berg. When he came to the U.S. from Europe,
he played piano in the Winter Garden
orchestra pit. Later he wrole countless songs
for annual revues and composed many
operettas like “Maytime,” "The Studenl
Prince,' ‘Blossom Time,' ‘Desert Song' and
cust. It opened in August, 1926,.and judgling ‘New Moon.” They were all produced by the
" 7'by the daily long lines of ticket buyers, this Shuberts, and all played the Shubert-Jelfer-
" theater, In its best years, was the most - SOM. -
popular in St. Louis history. 1t had the best . a n &
location plus the finest-attractions brought “VICTORIA THEATRE, on Grandel just
here by the Skouras brothers. Big orchestras west of Grand Avenue. It was buill a few
———Iike-Paul-Whitoman-and-Waring's-Pennsyl—— s reerore World War 1745 (he Rome of 4~~~ 19947-Atthe- Odeon;in-additi
—  vanians kept long lines waiting. By long; 1 stock company to present plays spoken only Symphony, various other altractiods were
mean that each line would stretch a block up in German. The war, of course, brought this = offered. Probably best remembered was in
Locust and down to St. Charles Street on 7th. to a sudden hali, and the Victoria closed. 1925 when Paul Whiteman brought his 25
"'A Charleston contest brought a young girl .| aier, the name was changed for patriotic piece orchestra there for one night. The
here from I[ndependence, Mo., to comp reasons, and it became the Liberty Theater, a audience was thrilled to hear for the first
Her name was Ginger Rogers, and she Won  15je presentation house with a large orches- time Gershwin's 'Rhapsody in Blue.’
easily. The most popular emcee in St. Louls tra. Gene Rodemich, one of the most populat, . .
history was Ed Lowry, who kept the Ambas- musicians in St, Louls history, was the

" Debate often gets intense on minor points, while
substantive malters are dealt with in a rapid-fire, sometunes
offhand manner, .

The House is struggling under a sell-imposed deadline of
midnight Saturday for final action on all bills introduced by
representalives, except money bills. To that end, Speaker
William Redmond (D-Bensenville) has held lawmakers in
evening and Saturday sessions, showing a rare deteTmina
tion to get things done with six weeks still to go,

And as the 157.member House moves intd"mach speed,
the excess baggage is stripped away, the normal courtesies
g0 unobserved, and the chamber begins 1o tgke on ils true

- appearance—a bear pit, where (he real muscle i {lexed out——
i of Chicagd. o

A GOOD EXAMPLE was an “offer"* made to downsta-
ters Wednesday night by Michae! Madigan, the majdrity
leader who cracks the whip for The Chicago machine in the
House. .

If you let us expand Chica&o‘s convention center,
McCormick Place, we'll let you pay for it. .
Madigan delivered it straightfaced, in a flawlessly

Maude Adams, Margaret Anglin, Otis Skin-
ner, Richard Mansl(ield, Minnie Fiske, Laur-
ette Taylor, DeWoll Hopper and many other
top names. .

created an amazing number of routines.
Later, Markert took them to New York's
famous Radio City Music Hall, where their
successors still appear, internationally known o o s

as the Rockettes, “GARRICK THEATRE, on Chestnut be-
(ween 6th and Broadway. Little is known of
this legitimalte theater. It was dark for many
years, ending up with smalltime burlesque.

“AMBASSADOR THEATRE, 7th and Lo-
o4 u w

“ODEON THEATRE, Grand and Finney.

This was an ugly auditorium which was

damaged by fire several times, but it was the

home of the St. Louis Symphony Orchestra LA

for 30 years unti! Kiel Opera House opened in “STANDARD THEATRE, 7th and Walnut.
4 per pe‘,,.mt_ __. Evidently the Standard was built.for.bur. .

lesque (not converted from a previous use).
This was known in the early part of the
century as a ‘'man’s theater.' Very few
women ever ventured Inside. Back in our
innocent days, it was considered very wild.
0f course, it would be tame stuff in 1977. The
Standard was closely watched by ghe gen-
darmes to be sure there was no nudily.

-S4

-
~—sador filled 12 hours daily."Many oldumers—¢; ey, “HAVLIN'S THEATRE, 6th and Walnut,  However, the comedians were preity rough  pysinesslike way. Grabbing the goods Wednesday was 2
will also remember the wizard of the gr;:l Here we found stock melodrama, which was for that era. piece of cake. If things hadn't been going so.fast, maybe
organ, Stuart Barrie — and it didn't hurt that . % o . downstaters could have held out for the Brooklyn Brid.
5 RS D RINCESS THEATRE, Grand and Olive, LY Popular at the tum of the century, much * & # the Empire State Building to bool. ym Bridge, or

" he was young and handsome
l”uﬂmmmmns, 7th and Market

like the movie serial of 1314, *‘The Perils of
Pauline,” Every night, audiences cheered the
hero, higsed the villain and loved it.

“HIPPODROME, on 6th between Market
and Walnut. This was an unusual house,
which played a wide variety of circus acts
with some vaudeville thrown in, It attracted
big crowds in its early years with very low
prices. .

When Chicago's original convention center barned to the
ground in 1967, the state graciously pledged $18 million. a
year in horseracing laxes and about $135 million annually jn
cigarette laxes—one cent for each pack bought anywhere in
Illinois<—0 back bonds for a new cenler,

McCormick place was built and the bonds repaid last
year (the state still holds about 520 million in bonds on the
one that burned down). Some of the money was diveried.to
build convention centers downstate. But the cigarette tax
diversion—which will amount to an accumulated total of
some $22 million next year—went unspoken for,

REPUBLICAN Gov. James R. Thompson wanted o use

"t for statewide services during his upcoming year of
austerity, designed to end three successive years of delicit
spending and pull the state from the edge of bankruptcy.

Mike Madigarrhas a different idea. The money will goto
expand McCormick place—or even to bulld a new Chicago
sports arena, If other legislation sponsored bydhe majority
leader passes, [

Madigan's “offer” passed 95-69. It was an offer which for
some reason the likes of Representatives Don Brummet of

Flaced by v o ot et - Lapen, 108 BYr f Mg, sone Pl o
" . . of
Shfl‘"-!'ﬁhey are gone but never forgotten. John Sharp of Wood River, Wevetter Younge of E;ﬁ St

‘ . Louis, and Rep_Kbunr "C. “Junle” Bartulls of ‘M’H

couldn't refusg‘ , R

It played smalltime vaudeville and, at one
time, for several years, had a popular
musical tabloid stock company. In the 1920s it
* became the Shubert-Rialto Theatre under the v ot f
supervision of the New York Shubert office, “ST. LOUIS THEATER, 700 North Grand
presenting musicals and plays, But [t'falled™  (now Powell Hall). A movie-stage presenta-
. Thurston the magician to the Marx Brothers, to attract licket buyers, and the Shuberts *  tion house, it was one of five ‘cinema palaces’
along with the greatest stage plays and top pulled out In a few years. Alter that, movies In Si. Lauis history. And for me it was, by
stars. This policy continued for 35 years. . were shown until It was remodeled in the [all far, the most beautiful of the super cinemas.
ending May 2, 1953, with Jessica Tandy and_ . of 1953 to be the second home of the Its distinguished architecture, both exterior:
Hume Cronyn In ‘The Fourposter.' ’ AmericanThcnlreﬂlmh,aﬂersevernlyearsA and integlor, made It a standout, aithough |
" Needless to say, I was there for the . , T -
closing night and have a ticket stub and
program In my theater collectlon, Trug fo.an °
old tradition, the final curtain did not descend .
that night.
“One-of the most talked-about plays to ever
" come herg was 'Strange Interlude’ at the
American. It ran for 4% hours and adjourned
for dinner for-80 minutes, Bob Hope was in
i - his first book show, ‘Roberta,’ Ethel Merman
in ‘Annie Get Your Gyn,' Fred Astaire in ‘The-
Band Wagon." And there was *Show Boal.'
several editions of ‘Ziegfeld Follles’ and

(firat Jocatlon)” With the Floving-bl-the

Olympic Thealre, the American became the
_top legltimate stage in St. Louis, Everybody

shdwed up there, Trom the annual visits of -

® A A
- “SIR JOHN FALSTAFF THEATRE, In the
Spanish Pavillon. Here was an interesting
theater in an unusual location. But It had a
short life. i was advertised as ““America’s
Most Beautiful Proscenium Theatre,’ and
. featured a fine local stock company dugment-
ed by nationally known starfin straight plays
(1968-69), including Marie Wilson, Kathryn
Crosby. Virginia Gvahurrynnd Mr. and Mrs.
Pat O'Brien.

‘The Orpheum featured two-a-day vaudeville . . . We .
saw through the years everything from Fink’s Mules '
and one-act plays to Sophie Tucker, Sarah’ Bernhardt,
Ted Lewis and his’ band,. Jimmy Durante, Eddie
Cantor, Fanny Brice, George Burns and Gracie Allen,
Benny, Jessel, Berle and Lillian Russell.’: - :

a

""These 23 entertainment places were lots of
fun in a world now gone. Here were all the
great stars in person, and they'l] never be

-
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Masonic Hall

o 204 West Breton Street
~ The Masonic Hall was built in 1849 by
the Sons of Tem perance League. In 1849 news
- [reached Potosi that gold had been found in

the Temperance League went west to search
for gold. The building was then purchased by
the Masonic Lodge No. 131. The ground floor
of the building served as a community center
for years. Reportedly, the first opera house
west of the Mississippi was located here. Miss
Pearl Pollard, author of the famous Patience
Worth books, gave several music recitals here.

Charles Lindbergh attended some op-
eras here while he was visiting the Higgin-
botham family in the 1920’s.

In the 1930’s and 1940's the ground
floor was used for school proms. Later when
the County Library burned, the Masonic Hall
was used for a library. It was used for high

PRGN

Mine Au Breton Historical Society
o Museum, 206 West Breton Street

This building was originally a Presbyte-
rian Church, believed to be the oldest Presby-
terian Church building west of the Mississippi
River. It was built in 1832-33. It earlier had a
steeple, since removed. Still remaining inside
is the slave gallery, or balcony, at the back of
the building. The famous architect, John
Anderson Langford, once went to church here|school classrooms after the grade school build-
in this building. His parents were slaves here.|ing burned in 1944-45.
This building served as Potosi’s movie theater. |,
Silent movies were shown here for many years.
It served as a Boy Scout Hall until the 1950’s.

The building was converted into a mu-
seum during Potosi’s Bicentennial in 1963.

. |California at Sutter’s Mill. Many members of ||

Russ house. It was moved from its orginal
location on the current Newcomer farm. It was
built approximately 1792,

Thomas Russ was one of the early
American settlers who came west of the Mis-
sissippi Riverafter the Revolutionary War and

received a Spanish Land Grant to seftle in what

was then the Spanish Territory of Missouri.
In May of 1786, Russ was admitted as a
subject of the King of Spain and granted a land

certificate entitling him to claim 640 acres of

land in the Spanish Territory. This was ten
years before Moses Austin came to Missouri.
It was at a time when settlers in the area were
mostly French working the surface lead mines.

Issac Jamieson House
» 309 West Breton Street

This house was built in 1816, (Date is
marked in the house.) Possibly it is the earliest

built house remaining in Potosi. It was remod-

eled in 1983 by Joe Bust. He found a carving

on the west wall which read, “I remodeled this

house, 1873.J. D. Pendergrast.” It could have

been part of the Mine Au Breton Fort that is
mentioned in the history of Ste. Genevieve.

The ceiling is actually built as a floor and may

have housed another story for look-out pur-

poses. The joists in the roof also are odd

shaped. The location itself commands a view
of the surrounding country.

the house for 35 years.

This house is presently owned by Mr.
and Mrs. Everett Huff. Susan Huff said that the
date 1896 is printed on the back of the old fire-
place. This probably dates the construction of
the house.

Henry Edgar House
9. (Clara Hall House), 308 N. Pine St.
This house was built in 1819 by Henry

Edgar. It was sold to James N. White who was
a son-in-law of John Smith T. White sold it to
John F. Cowan who sold it to Stephen T.
Dunklin, a son of Governor Dunklin. Gov.
Dunklin set in motion while he was governor
the legislation which resulted in the founding
of the State Public School System.

This house was also known as the Clara
Hall House. The house was later sold to Dr.
James H. Hall Jr. Clara was his daughter. She
was a prominent school teacher in the Potosi
school system from the 1920’s through the
1940’s. .

For many years the words “I spent the
day in the berry patch with Alice. July 23,
1844” were written on the wall.

In 1936 this house was used by Dorothy
Cresswell for teaching business classes.




Anderson Langford, once went to church here
in this building. His parents were slaves here.
This building served as Potosi’s movie theater.
Silent movies were shown here for many years.
It served as a Boy Scout Hall until the 1950’s.

The building was converted into a mu-|;

seum during Potosi’s Bicentennial in 1963.

2 Moses Austin’s Tomb
o 206 West Breton Street

Moses Austin, considered by many as
the founder of Potosi, died in 1821 and buried
first on the family farm at the home of his
daughter, Emily Austin, at Hazel Run in what
is now St. Francois County. In 1824, Maria

Brown Austin also died and was buried beside |-

Moses. In 1832 the last remaining member of
the Austin family decided to join Stephen
Austin in Texas. One of the family’s last acts

before leaving Missouri was to authorize the |

moving of the bodies of Moses and Maria to
the Old Presbyterian-Masonic cemetery in

Potosi. This old cemetery was the only estab- }{

lished public cemetery in the the territory at the
time.

The Austins were buried in the ground |}

with graves being enclosed by a rock wall.
About 1890 the wall was torn down and the
present tomb was erected. Since then, an old
cherry tree near the tomb was cut down, and
the tomb was repaired. In 1936 some Texans
tried to steal Moses out of the tomb, but were
stopped by local citizens.

SCNOOI Classrooms alter e graae sCnooi bua-
ing burned in 1944-45,

4 4. John S. Brickey House
o 220 West Breton Street

The land was deeded to John S. Brickey
by Moses Austin in 1816. The house was built
about 1818. The architectural style is similar
tocolonial houses found in Williamsburg, Vir-
ginia. The front door and an interior door have
the original cast-iron hingesin the arrow shaped
style used in the colonial period. One wall of
the house is concrete which leads us to believe
that the house was built around part of the old
Mme Au Breton Fort mentioned in history.
This John S. Brickey was a justice of the
peace and could have been one of the first State
Legislators and possibly an early circuit court
recorder. (info from abstract deed of house.)

‘Weber-Russ Cabin
o 304 Clark Street

This cabin was known as the Weber-

house, 1873. J. D. Pendergrast.” It could have
been part of the Mine Au Breton Fort that is
: Imentioned in the history of Ste. Genevieve.
The ceiling is actaally built as a floor and may |-
have housed another story for look-out pur-
poses. The joists in the roof also are odd
shaped. The location itself commands a view | ;
of the surrounding country.

time

He gave it to his daughter for a wedding
present when she married Frank Teasdale. The
deed reads that Judge Dinning gave the house
to Mr. and Mrs. Frank Teasdale for one dollar
and love and devotion, The Teasdales lived in

Judge Dinning House
o 401 West Breton Street
This house was built c. 1890 and' is
currently owned by Marvin and Judy Wright.
Further information is being researched at this

.

Frank Teasdale House
o 301 Mineral Street _
Judge Dinning first owned this house.

For many years the words *1 spent the
day in the berry patch with Alice. July 23,
1844” were written on the wall,
In 1936 this house was used by Dorothy
Cresswell for teaching business classes.

James A. Headlee House
10. 307 Pine Street

This house is presently known as the
Taylor House. it was built by Acquilla Cole in

1898-99. It was completed ir 1903. Mr. Headlee
had the house built. He was the president of
one of the early banks in Potosi.

‘ The house had alot of gingerbreadt trim-
ming; some of which remains. The house has
beautiful stained glass windows; each in a
different pattern. There is also an inside panel
of stained glass, and the gable of the house has
a stained glass window in a unique pattern.
There was once a carriage house which now

: ] S€Tves as a garage and shed.

Mr. Headlee imported both flowers and
soil for his lawn. The house was surrounded by
an omate picket fence. (information from Lil-
lian T. Richards)

CONTINUED




Supreme Court of Missouri. According to
Goodspeed’s History of Five Counties, p. 498,

«:'| the State of Missouri was divided into four

W. A. Ryan House R
11. 307 Mineral Street at Market

© Mr. Ryan was.a Methodist preacher.
Builtin 1843, the house has hand-hewn beams
put together with -woode peg and square
nails. It is currently owned by Gervis Eye who

12 James Shields House
o 207 State Street. o

This house was bmlt in 1873. James
Shields was an early abstractor. His office was
located at 113 North Missouri (where the
Ozarks Federal Savings and Loan office is
located now), adjacent to the old Arlington
Hotel. He had three sons, Charles James and

John

judicial districts; each to hold two terms of the
Supreme Court annually. The fourth district
was composed of 16 counties. For this district
the terms of the Supreme Court were to be held
in Potosi, Washington County, beginning on
the fourth Mondays of May and September of
each year. These sessions of the Supreme

Court were held until another session of the|, -
Legislature had the court moved to Jefferson |§

City, the new capital.

This block may have been thestate capital )

if early plans had materialized. Potosi’s first
courthouse was built in 1814; designed to be
| big enough for the capital of the new state-to-
_ | be. Money ran out before this building could

|be finished. Then Potosi lost to St. Charles by

only one vote to be the capital which would
serve until a new capital could be built at
Jefferson City.

The building currently serves as the R-3
School District Administrative offices and
Kmdergarte

1 5 Long Banta House Qszes /\Ohj
o North Mine Street at:Clara Stree
“This house was built in 1863 by James
Long, a Potosi businessman, This house is one
of the finest examples of Victorian architec-
ture in thisarea, Itis classic Victorian, display-

|| the son of slaves.

.| are the stained glass windows made with lead

the house for $1200. They were a well known |f
family who had eight children. The Connelly |}
family* lived in the house for 34 years. The |}
small house in the back is referred to by old- |}
timers as the slave house. The slaves were free ||
but continued to live with the Connellys. The |:

slaves slept in the little house but ate in the
kitchen of the big house.

Al and Joyce Weiss have lived in this :

house for 42 years. (info from abstract)

17 Presbyterian Church
A [ ¢ 104 West Breton Street

This church was founded in 1832, but
the present building was not built until 1908.

The plans for the building were drawn by John |

Anderson Langford, a famous American Negro
architect. Mr. Langford grew up in Potosi as

Two distinctive features of the building

organ.

, moldmgs and the natural cooling systemofthe|

| church. The design allows the air to circulate | |
| freely insided the building creating a naturally | !
.| cool interior. The inside features a beautiful
‘| cross design. The church has a large pipe

19 Edmond Casey. Hpuse
o 103 Market Street_

This house represents | lhe stick architec-
ture sytle of the late 1800°s: Tt has gable ends
on the roof. It has stained glass windows and
stained glass fanlights around the door. The
house was built by an Irish unmlgram in the
late 1800°s. There were. three sisters’ homes in
the Old Courthouse Square area. The homes

‘| were all built with the same style and grandeur.

Thehomeis theRebecca Richards family
home.

St. James Catholic Church
¢ 201 North Missouri Street —
Thic church wag built in 1859. When

20




' This house was built in 1873, James
Shields was an early abstractor. His office was
located at 113 North Missouri (where the
Ozarks Federal Savings and Loan office is
located now), adjacent to the old Arlington
Hotel. He had three sons, Charles, James and
John,

13 James McDermott House
o 201 State Street

James McDermott built this house (in
1873) as well as several other houses in this
area. The original house was very omate,
similar to the houses of Williamsburg, Vir-
ginia. It had high porches on the front and
sides. There were high steps into the entrance
and much lattice work. Mr. and Mrs. Russell
Simmonsbought the house from Robert Brown.

Old City Square - Old School Lot,
: 14. 400 North Mine Street
The Old City Square of Potosi was laid
out in 1814, The first courthouse and school
house were built on land donated by Moses
Austin and John Rice Jones, Austin’s business
partner and one of the first three judges of the

15

'1e.

Long Banta House
North Mine Street at Clara Street

This house was built in 1863 by James
Long, a Potosi businessman. This house is one
of the finest examples of Victorian architec-
ture in this area. Itis classic Victorian, display-
ing the massive, yet graceful, ormate wooden
gingerbread trim. The house is still surrounded
by a shady veranda and a spacious lawn which
contains a gazebo or summerhouse.

For many years the house was occupied
by Mr. Long’s daughter, Mrs. Minnie
Hutchison, then by Mr. and Mrs. Parke Banta.
Mrs. Banta was the granddaughter of James
Long.

The Banta family recently donated the
house to the Mine Au Breton Historical Soci-
ety for display and preservation.

Francis X. Connelly House
107 West Breton Street

As far as we know, the builder is un-
known. G. 1. Van Alen bought the house in
1869. He was the Washington County Prose-
cuting Attorney. In 1871 he married Harriet
Van Alen. In 1881 he married Mary Francis. In
1887 James arid Elizabeth Homan bought the
property from Van Alen for $550.

In 1893 Francis X. Connelly purchased

GV LY DUV BAUD0 WY AHUU YYD JHAauL Wil avau

| moldin gsand the natural cooling system of the

church. The design allows the air to circulate

" | freely insided the building creating a naturally

cool interior, The inside features a beautiful

-| cross design. The church has a large pipe

organ.

18 Dr. Townsend House
o 101 West Breton Street

This house was built in 1905 and most
recently has been known as Old Town of
Potosi Antiques.

As Potosi grew northward in the 1890’s,
huge homes such as the Townsend house were
built in the area between the downtown busi-
ness district and the school square. The homes
reflected the growing influence of their build-
ers and of Potosi. This house was built by Dr.
J.F. Townsend, and was occupied by him and
his family until they moved to St. Louis in
1925. Their daughter, Helen Lucy, still lives in
Potosi.

The house was built by Acquilla Cole. It
had wooden gingerbread, scalloped shingles
attheeaves, and diamond-shaped stzined glass
windows. It had beveled and elched door
glasses. The porch and posts were of Georgian
marble.

The house was also known as the Roy
Nicholson House since the Nicholson family
lived there from 1925 until the 1970’s.

20 St. James Catholic Church
e 201 North Missouri Street

This church was built in 1859. When
Father Timon arrived in Potosi in1825, he
found that a small wooden church had been

“ |built some time previously at a site on Citadel.

It was called Potosi Chapel. In 1854 land was
purchased to build achurch rectory and school.
T. W. Bradley was hired to design the church.
The building was completed in 1861.

The rose window in {ront has the origi-
nal framing although new glass was placed in
it in the late 1940’s or 1950’s. There are me-
morial windows among which are the names
of Joe Teasdale, Daniel Dunklin and Firmin
Desloge.

The present church measures 76’6” x
40°6”. The exterior is made of bricks hand
molded by slaves from clay mud from the
Frank White farm. It originally had a three-
tiered tower. A bell was cast in 1880 for the
tower by J. G. Stickstade and Brothers in St.
Louis.
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