
~UJ~rd CMvi ~ 
Historic Missouri Theatres Questionnaire 

Fayette Area Heritage Association 

Does your organization have information about the following theatres? 

Fayette Opera House 
Grand Theatre 
Alamo Theatre 

Fayette 

Is this(these) theatre(s) still in operation? 

Fayette Opera House 
Grand Theatre 
Alamo Theatre 

Fayette 

" yes __ no _v_ 
yes ____ no _..,A._ 

yes ___ no -+-

yes ____ no _'(__ 
yesX-no __ _ 
yes ____ no ..x__ 

If not, does the buildiug(s) where the theatre was located-still exist? 

Fayette Opera House 
Grand Theatre 
Alamo Theatre 

Fayette ..,!. yes ____ no __ _ 
yes ____ no-~ 
yes ___ no....;:&__ 

What other historic theatres were located or are currently located in your area? 
../l/F#G 

Please check the specific types of information you have about theatres in your area? Please note any 
sources you think would be particularly useful for this project. 

books about specific theatres 

photographs 

newspaper articles 

scrapbooks 

county or town histories 

other, please specify 

Do you have any information on which theatre or vaudeville circuit played in your area? 

---1b~JJ- ~ 
What days and times is your library open to the public? ------------------------------
S m;& 1 .C!h r ( ~ b e~ __ 1.:::20_-::lIL!_fl ____ l~f)h__J3t..ilc l ;;;__ - '6 

Can special arrangements be made for the library to be open at other times? 
__ _Ji)_p 
Who is the best person to contact for more information? :;fo .. A.N_.jr!.~ _ _f!_!'!!J,.c_ __ Jl_~A-_l)..J12Jil......__-· 

Thank you for your assistance. 
Please return to: Becky Snider 1008 Sunset Dr. Columbia, MO 65203 



Historic Missouri Theatres Questionnaire 

Glasgow Area Historical and Preservation Society 

Does your organization have information about the following theatres? 

library Hall 
Opera House 

Glasgow 

Is this( these) theatre( s) still in operation? 

library Hall 
Opera House 

Glasgow 

·V yes ____ no __ _ 
yes ____ no -~-

yes ____ no -~ 
yes ____ no _ ~ 

If not, does the building(s) where the theatre was located still exist? 

library Hall 
Opera House 

Glasgow yes ____ no __ _ 
yes ____ no __ _ 

Wh t ther historic theatres were located or are curr~ntly located in yo~r area? ---. -------:--::IIJ~-:-

LCJJ/-2-~ r:£.:-fl~r:fa.r~cL~~g,_j?~2-1-~h@I~Q: .s _f-,czd:JP--~e_ 
~~_L_b4:7 _12_s.i]JL£VJ._@~LY_e__'r-L:i;.f1lll1Jtlt1-W _l,iht~Dt, 

'Tf.-e b:f)}.1 _ oi-f\er /~~ e_ Wtl s CAOwn·t-oUJf\- - T/te. E/ectti'C- 11.,~e.. X~[5 
Please chedl the specific types of information you have about theatres in your area? Please note any )to 
sources you think would be particularly useful for this project. Jo rt.Ser ; ~ 

e.,cf ~M J\.C-e , 
books about specific theatres 

photographs 

newspaper articles 

scrapbooks 

county or town histories 

other, please specify 

Do you have any information on which theatre or vaudeville circuit played in your area? 

-~----------------------------------A'J~-------------------------------
Wb~t days and times is your library open to the, public? _/kj&__~_:s}Q___k_M.!!_~l..J.J)~_,- /T-1!L2_ 
!l~r_reQf?_e nd_1.e±: _ _Q_tJf -~_fu~'1Lb.£,_J_fJ__±__f:,g _fl eg:_r ~bka:._.._ _______ _ 
Can special arrangements be made for the library to be open at other times? 

----------------------------------------------------1)----------tr-----------
Wb o is the best person to contact for more mformation7 -~~& o-::l!:f r1~~~ x---· 

(Joar~ - /;C0-'33Y-'J7£ 
Thank you for your assistance. 
Please return to: Becky Snider 1008 Sunset Dr. Columbia, MO 65203 





South Howard County Historical Society 

Becky L. Snider 
100~ Sunset Drive 
Columbia, Mo. 6~2u3 

Dear Ms . Snider, 

l'' • u • Box 2 34 

September 6, 1997 

New Franklin, as far as I can determine, Had 
only two movie theaters in the past, the ~rincess 
and the Roxy. ~robably both have been closed since 
the 1~40 ' s or early ' 50s. 

I have sent copies of your letter and question
aaire to the following area ~eople whom I feel can 
best help you in information about Armstrong, Fayette 
and Boonville . Boonville has an outstanding old 
theatre building still used for cultural and other 
comrLUnity events - Thespian Hall. 

Armstrong: 

Fayette: 

Boonville: 

~illiam A. Markland 
103 W. Seminary 
Armstrong, Mo. 652Ju 

Mrs. Charles Coutts 
JOU County Hoad 4u7 
Fayette , Mo . 65248 
llf ~ws . Coutts isn ' t able to 
help you I think she will refer 
you to someone who can) 

Judy Shields 
Friends of Historic Boonville 
614 E. Morgan 
Boonville, Mo . 65233 

I hope this is some help to you . Best wishes 
on your dissertation. 

~ 
Doris D. Markland, 
Secretary 

Looking To The Future By PreseIVing The Past 



MXSSOURI 0 FFICE OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

ARCHITECTURAL/HISTORIC INVENTORY SURVEY FORM 

1. MO. 4. Prts1nt local la11{s) or Dtsiga . 

2. COUMTY Howard Grand Theater 
5. erao IUE(S) 

3. loeatho of 
Rtgativu City Hall 

6. Sptcifie lr~al location 
Toi.iHl!ip SON Rangt 16W S1etion 11 
If City or Town, Strttt Addrt!S 

117 N Main 
7. City or To1,1n 
Fayette 

If Rural, Viciaity 

10 . Sitt ( ) 
Building(~ 

Struet12r1( '} 
Object( } 

11. On Aational Yts( ) I 12. Is It Yts( ) 
Rtgist1r7 lo(X) Eliglhlt? Ko{~ 

13. Part of .Estab. Yts( ) 114. District Yes( · ) 
Nist. District? Mo{X) I fottntlal? lo(X) 

15. Matt of fstablisbtd District 
n /a 

16. Tht1atic Category 

RECREATION/CULTURE 
17. 9att(s) or Ptrlod 

1913 
18. Stvlt or Design 

Spanish Pnehlo 
1,. Architect er Enginttr 

TJ;g,known 
20 . Contractor or Suil~tr 

Unknown 
42. Further Otseription of I1portant Ftatarts 

Alamo Theater 

31. ~all Construction 

Movie Theater 02 brick 
22. Pruut ht J32.Roof TJpt i K1t1rial 

_ ...... B ..... e..__._i .....,no-"'!jg~d.,,e_..m~o-l._.i'"-'s"""h=.::.::e=d:.___ ____ 1 f 1 at P n_ 

23. Oi.iAtrsbip Pablic( ) 
PriVltt{I) 

24. Owner's la11 111d Addrtss 
If tnow11 

Commercial Trust Co. 
Fayette, MO 65248 

25. &ptn ~o _ pu~li~? Yts( 
lo( 

33. 1o. ot aa 1 f I 
_r_ro_n_t_3 _____ s_id_• __ o __ 1 

34. Wall Trtat1tnt I 
. common band I 

Al.u r 
35. Plan Shaat I 

~ rectangle I 
I 36. C~angu Addition( } 

---------------- (Explain lit Alttrtd(J 
26. Local Cootaet Parson I •o. 42) ~ovtd() I 
or Orgaaization 

Lew Wallace Jacobs III 
27 . Other Sarvtys In Which Included 

None 

37. Condition I 
In t er i o r ·-1 poor 

_E_x_t_e_ri_o_r __ p_o_o_r ____ , 

38. Prtitrvation Tts( ) I 
ltndtrtJay? •o(J2 · I 

39. Eod~ngtrtd? Tts{X) 

_2s_._h_._o_f _s_t_or_i_•_s _________ 1 By What? h( ) 

zg , 8attttnt7 Yts(X) 
lo ( ) lheing demolished 

40. Visible Fro• Yts(I) 
--------------- Pub lie Ro ad? h ( } 

30. fo;ndation ~attrlal 

concrete 

See No. 42 on supplemental sheet 

43. History 1ad Significance 

See No. 43 on supplemental sheet 

4~. Otscript1on of Enviroa1111t and Gutbaildi~gs 

See No. 44 on supplemental sheet 

~ :. ~ ~ur ~ 1s of Intor2a tlon 

I 4&. Prtpartd By 
!11. H. McVicker 

H. Orgnizatlon 
City of Fayette 

SW-AS-036-024



Building #16-Question ~42 

By the time this surve y is completed, this building will have 
been demolished for an addition to the adjacent bank (#15). The 
style of this building has been called Mission, but it mixes a 
number of themes to the romanticized Old West. 

Front Facade: 

The central section of the facade is slightly higher than the two 
flanking bays and gives just of nod to the style of the Alamo in 
Texas. The cornice is plain, capped by the ubiquitous thick 
tiles found on many commercial buildings in Fayette. The plain, 
flat central section has two small, narrow windows in the middle 
which may or may not have been intended to look like gun 
embrasures on the famous fort. The flanking sections have flat, 
slightly projecting brick hoods over the windows which were 
probably meant to look "Indian." They do resemble an armless 
figure with a tiny head, sitting atop the window frame and 
dangling its feet to either side. It could also be based upon a 
simple, label lintel with brickwork above. On either side of 
this composition, a simple strip of brick "hangs down" from the 
cornice, ending with two individual bricks. Most of the front 
facade has been painted white , leaving a plain brick strip 
straight across the top, and accenting these decorative strips 
and "figures. " 

There are two entrances flanked by spaces for l ocking poster 
frames into permanent panels outlined by the same dark brick as 
in the second story level. An Art Deco canopy in a triangular 
shape with rounded front point covers the first floor - central 
section. The word "GRAND" was lit in neon on both sides of the 
canopy and three rows of horizontal neon lights filled the space 
between while the entire bottom of the canopy contained another 
three rows of neon lights. Beneath this canopy is a centered 
ticket booth which is flanked by the two entrances. 

Right, Left, and Rear Elevations: 

The building abuts buildings to the right and left. The rear was 
already undergoing de~olition at the start of this survey and its 
original appearance could not be determine. 

Interior: 

The Indian figured motiff is repeated in the interior, along with 
several other Native American motiffs painted on the wooden 
ceiling beams. These beams were probably intended to resemble a 
frontier building or the timbers visible in Southwestern pueblo 
construction. The building had carbon arc projectors. These 
projectors and the word Grand from the canopy were moved down the 
street in June 1992 to the new movie house. 



Supplemental Sheet for Inventory Form 16 

43. At the time of the 1885 Sanborn map, this lot is 
occupied by an · L-shaped one-story frame dwelling with a back 
porch, placed snugly against the corner of Davis and Main 
Streets. It had one small outbuilding, well back on the lot. 
By 1889, its lot was drawn showing two equal lengthwise 
portions, with the house encroaching a couple of feet onto 
the south lot, and it looks exactly the same on the 1894 map. 
By 1902, the house has become a business, showing an addition 
on the southern block. Starting on the north end, the rooms 
are labeled "Dress'g Rm, Off., Storge, Poultry and Ir Clo" 
with the final room marked with an "X" from corner to corner, 
indicating a stable, according to the map key. These two 
rooms, the "Ir Clo" and the stable, constitute the addition. 
On the January 1910 Sanborn map, the building has been 
enlarged again, and is marked "Produce." The lot line has 
been redrawn to reflect the existing line formed by the end 
wall of the building. Paul Chenoweth recalls that this lot 
was occuppied by a home and feed store, before construction 
of the Alamo Theater building. The Alamo Theater building 
occupied this lot, Number 54 of the Original Town, from 1913 
until the summer of 1992, when it was . demolished to make way 
for an addition to the Commercial Trust Bank (Survey No. 15). 

In "Walks and Talks about Fayette," in T. Berry Smith's 
lii.s..t...o_ry, the two gentlemen note that "the site of the 
Shafroth home is occupied by some modern buildings, including 
the Commercial Bank erected in 1910 and the 'Alamo' built in 
1913 •II 

"The Shafroth home" referred to in the "Walks and Talks" 
belonged to John Shafroth. John Shafroth was a Swiss 
immigrant, born in 1810, who came to the United States as a 
young man, and lived in St. Louis for three years , and 
Rocheport for one year, before coming to Fayette. The 1883 
H.~QI.Y includes a biography, somewhat short on facts, that 
is mostly a Victorian effusion on his blameless life: "Such 
were the measures of a well-spent life -- from birth to 
marriage and to death. But how little they tell ---nothing-
of the real life he had!" It says he was "for 25 years a 
leading merchant of Fayette," which would indicate a date of 
about 1841 for his entry into business. Since he was married 
in November of 1840, this could make 25 a reasonable figure. 
John Shafroth died in 1866·. The property on which the Alamo 
sat was distributed in a lawsuit in 1869 to Sophia F. Hale, 
wife of Hiram F. Hale. Its value was given as $700. 
William Shafroth, John's oldest son, then bought the land 
back from his oldest sister. William was a leading 
businessman of Fayette. In 1873, he went into partnership in 
the grocery business with Mortimer A. Boyd. Boyd & Shafroth 
occupied the southeast corner on the south side of the Square 
(Survey No. 79). One photograph on page 123 in Ei..c..t_u~~s_9JJ~
~ayett~ was taken in 1873 from the balcony of this building. 
Boyd & Shafroth's store was involved in the 1882 fire which 
destroyed much of the south side of the Square, but survived. 
That building apparently succumbed to another fire in 1893, 
after which the present building on the site was constructed. 
Boyd and Shafroth joined with J. H . . Armstrong in 1889 to 



Continuation of No . 43 for Inventory Form 16 

build the Fayette Roller Mill, which appears on the 1889 
Sanborn map on the south side of the railroad tracks at the 
foot of Watts Avenue. Interestingly, it is shown on the 1894 
map as "Armstong, Boyd & Shafo.r.t.h's Fayette Roller Mill," a 
misspelling of Shafroth's name which occurs in other sources. 
A history of this enterprise is included in E.ic.t.ur_e..;;~_ 
E..ay_e.JLt~ on page 34. Shafroth eventually bought out his 
partners and formed a stock company in 1903. By the time of 
the 1923 lii.~.t..QI.Y, Shafroth is no longer listed as an officer . 
Hi s youngest brother i s mentioned in E_i.c...t.u.r _e.s_g_u_e __ F._ay_e._.t..t_e. as 
having moved to Denver, Colorado, in 1879 and being elected a 
Congressman there. He gained national attention for 
resigning his seat in the House, "acknowledging that his 
election had been tainted by fraud . " William's youngest 
sister, Carrie, married Dr. Uriel Wright in 1873 and died in 
1889. Another sister, Mary Louisa, married J. H. Bradley, 
who became president of the Roller Mill. 

A copy of a letter to the Fayette Democrat-Leader from 
H.B. Watts (from the files of T. Berry Smith) states that 
"Between the Griffith (tailor) shop and John Shafroth's 
residence, where now stands the Commercial Bank, were vacant 
lots owned by Shafroth and utilized for a family garden. " 
This empty lot is the present location of the Alamo Theater 
building. 

In October of 1884, William Shafroth granted John A. 
Talbot & Company the right to build a wall on the property 
line which bordered the garden, with one half of the wall to 
be on Lot 54. They agreed that if Shafroth (or his .assigns) 
ever erected a building using that wall, he would pay Talbot 
$8.75 per thousand brick (that is, half the price of the 
wall.) 

Lot 54 was still vacant in 1894, when it was described 
in a deed of trust to secure a note. 

On July 11 , 1913, William Shafroth gave a 99-year lease 
on the property to C.E. Givens and Thomas R . Moore, including 
the use of the brick wall. The rent was to be $300 a year , 
with all taxes to be paid by the lessee. If the taxes were 
not paid, the lessor could reclaim the property in one year, 
including the improvements. On September 24, 1913, Moore and 
Givens sold their lease for $4,000 to J . W. Givens "together 
with the brick building erected thereon." This was surety 
for a loan , later repaid. 

As for the movies shown, the advertisement for the first 
show to be presented at the "Alamo" does not give the actual 
title of the evening's offering. The opening night was 
Thursday, October 16, 1913, charging 10 cents for adults and 
5 cents for children. The advertisement in the newspaper for 
the opening touted "the most up-to-date pictures ever shown 
in the city . We will cater to the ladies and children, and 
while our entertainment will be a place of amusement, it will 
also be educational and instructive. We have our own heating 
and lighting plant and our chairs are regular opera chairs. 
The building is perfectly ventilated and the safety, comfort 
and convenience of our patrons will always be looked after ." 



Continuation of No. 43 for Inventory Form No. 16 

In April of 1914 , just sixth months after opening, A.W. 
Bell acquired the Moore interest in the lease and rented 
Givens half-interest "with the building and fixtures and 
appurtenances, for the purpose of conducting a moving picture 
and vaudeville theater." A.W. Bell paid $50 a month to 
Givens for three years. The documents spelling ~ut the deal 
between Bell and Moore mention a debt of $6,000 for 
improvements. Bell then sold his half of the 99-year-lease 
to Monte Crews in 1917 for $4,500. Monte Crews in turn sold 
it for $9,700 to a group of Slater investors: Leonard R. 
Stroud, Melvin L. Stroud, George R. Stroud, and Linwood R. 
Stroud. George R. Stroud then bought out the other Strouds 
September 21, 1923, for $7,500 and then bought C.E. Givens 
share for $5,000 in October, 1923. The lease then passed to 
Sallie B. Allison of Slater on September 3, 1927, for 
$20,000. She then leased the Alamo and its land for ten 
years to Thomas D. Block of Odessa in August of 1928 for $150 
per month in advance. She agreed to erect a 4 x 18 foot 
marquee, wired with no less than 24 electric globes, as a 
condition of the lease. Block agreed to purchase the 
fixtures and assume all of the film contracts already signed. 
The fixtures included: one Photo Player No. 35B, all chains , 
fans, 2 simplex machines, rewinds, all booth equipment, all 
advertising boards, printing press, velvet curtain, daylight 
screen, all office fixtures including two cabinets , one 
roller top desk, one safe, and one coal oil stove. For all 
of this, he paid $3,800. Sallie died, and her executor sold 
the underlying lease to Miles and Nanna Skillman on August 
28' 1929 

In 1968, Miles and Nanna Skillman obtained the 20 quit 
claim deeds needed to get clear title to the land from the 
heirs of William Shafroth. On September 23, 1975, Miles 
Skillman sold the entire lot to the Commercial Trust Company. 
The Skillmans have also leased the business to a number of 
operators since 1929. Johnny Griggs of Boonville has been 
the . most recent lessee, and has relocated the business at 105 
North Main (Survey No. 19) under the name, "Grand Theater." 
It is not known when the name changed from the "Alamo " to the 
"Grand," or if there were other intermediate changes. 

According to a letter from Gerald Lee Gilleard to H. 
Denny Davis, dated September 13, 1988, "A quick review of 
theaters listed on the National Register of Historic Places 
and in the book The Front Row, Missouri's Grand Theatres, by 
Mary Bagley, has revealed no theaters in Missouri older than 
Fayette's Grand Theater, built expressly for the presentation 
of motion pictures. . .. my office's survey to locate 
properties eligible for listing on the National Register 
contains approximately 60% of the state's historic theaters. 
When this percent (sic) is compared to less than 5% of the 
total number of historic buildings surveyed statewide, it 
adds credence to your rumor of the Grand being the 'oldest' 
movie theatre west of the Mississippi, at least in Missouri." 

• 



Continuation of No. 43 for Inventory Form No. 16 

In 1991, Commercial Trust announced plans to tear down 
the Alamo building, and expand the bank to the south. The 
bank planned to use a style and materials compatible with the 
original bank building's Renaissance Revival design. Behind 
the building, on a formerly vacant lot, the bank is also 
constructing a new drive-up facility . Special buttressing is 
being constructed to strengthen the north elevation of Survey 
No. 17, the Talbot Building, which developed a lean in the 
late 1880's, and which will be pressing against the addition 
when completed. This is the wall in which William Shafroth 
had the half-interest, created in 1884 when the Talbot 
building was constructed, and which he conveyed with the 
original 99-year-lease on Lot 54. 

44. Before its demolition, the Alamo building faced South 
Main Street, and shared walls with the Talbot Building 
(Survey No. 17) on the south and the Commercial Bank Building 
(Survey No. 15) on the north. Behind the Alamo, on the east 
side , is an alley . There are/were no outbuildings. 

45. Sanborn maps of 1885, 1889, 1894, 1902, 1910 and 1925 . 
Letter by Gerald Lee Gilleard to H. Denny Davis , dated 

September 23, 1988 , and filed at the offices of the [gy~t_~e__ 
AdY..e.r..t.i.s..e.r..._ 

Notes taken by H. Denny Davis in 1988 from the 
property's Abstract in preparation for an article 
commemorating the 75th anniversary of the theater , filed a t 
the offices of the E_ay_e_t..tSL_Ad_y_e_r_t_i_~_~_r_,_ 

1905 E.i..c~~_r~~g~~et_te, pp. 34, 49 , 103 , 123 
18 8 3 H.i_s..t_QI_y _ _ Qf_H_o~_ard__an_d_c._QQ.12.~.r_.C.Q1m_t.i~-~- , PP 181 , 2 5 2 , 

261-262, 351, 406-407, 424 
19 2 3 T . Berry Smith , s H.L;;i.J&.r_y_o.f_H_oJ~_a.J;_d _____ g,_:o,.d_G_b_a . .ci_t...oJL 

Go.JID..t.i.sL~, pp . 1 o o , 2 o 2 , 3 6 5 , 4 o 1 
Letter to the Fayette Democrat-Leader from H.B. Watts , 

from the files of T. Berry Smith. 
Advertisement from the October 14, 1913, issue of the 

.E.a.Y_e..t.t_e ___ A_dy_~_r_t._i~.~x. for opening night 







Captain William Becknell of Franklin, Father of 
the Santa Fe Trail with four companions led the 
first organized trade expedition to Santa Fe 
September 1, 1821. One of the great highways of 
the world stretched nearly 1,000 miles from 
Franklin, MO to Santa Fe, NM. 

23135 
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Vf: ~o..~Q.H-t, JJJ:, .. ~u i \A1~ 

100-Year-OjdBuilding Gives View of Fayette's Olden Days 
,.....-:· 

r 
! 

,../ 
/ 

JJ11l/I lJy ILJ. Jlf(Ji(Ul', Fayr::ttt:,Jlo· 

THE NEW OPERA HOUSE BLOCK : 
This building stands on the corner formerly occupied by the old opera house which 

was destroyed by fire on the e,·en i ng of January 10, 1902. 

SCENE IN "PICTURESQUE FAYETTE 1905" fa~ades. Note window-well in front of nearest 
. shows opera house, now the Faith Family display window; dirt streets with graveled 
Fellowship Building, at southeast corner of walkways; present newspaper office, columns and 
courthouse square, little changed from when it all, at left backgruund. Portion of clothing store 
was built about 1904, except for storefront sign can still be seen on side of opera house. 

THE DEMOCRAT-LEADER 
P. 4 Fayette, MO Dec. 31, 1994 

<·JFro11r~opera---' 

House to 
Recording 
Studio 

Some call it the Faith Family 
Fellowship Building. Others say 
Ayres Building; or the Armory; or 
the Old Opera House. It was built 
in 1903, to honse an "opera house" 
upstairs and retail stores at street 
level and in the basement. 

Few if any operas were presented. 
The term "opera house" was 
popular in small towns, as a name 
for a theatre, to overcome religious 
and moral objections to stage 
performances. Commonly plays 
and vaudeville were presented. 

With the 1913 advent of the 
Alamo Theatre, for both movies 
and stage presentations, on the east 
side of the square the opera house 
probably lost favor. One didn't 
have to climb so many stairs at the 
street-level Alamo. 

Sometime after World War I, the 
upstairs theatre became a National 
Guard Armory. The stage, the 
proscenium, the seats were ripped 
out. Members of Company M, 
138th Infantry Regiment, 35th 
Division, drilled in the armory a 
few hours each month. Many were 
college students. 

In 1940, the guardsmen went to 
the armory, put on their khaki wool 
shirts and pants, wrapped their 
puttees around their lower legs, 
formed up outside on Main Street, 
and marched to the depot. They 
boarded a troop train. They were 

TRAP DOOR IN FLOOR of unused portion of present church 
space, leads to a basement area, 100 feet long by 18 feet wide, 
originally fi11ished off for use as shops. On stairs is the Rev. Jamie 
Page of Faith Family Fellowship. 

- - ).J1f . . 



OPERA HOUSE INTERIOR is of awesome 
proportions. Ceilings are 20 feet high; seating area 
is nearly 60 feet wide. View is looking east from 
near Main-Morrison intersection. In background 
is where stage once was. Round columns in 

background and at right foreground are original 
&nd were meant to be seen. Erected only a few 
years after Eiffel built his Tower in Paris in 1889 
building proudly ·boasted decorative steei 
supports. 

puttees around their fower legs, 
formed up outside on Main Street, 
and marched to the depot. They 
boarded a troop train. They were 
told they would be "home in a 

. year." But World War II came. 
Most did not come home for five 
years; some never. 

The armory remained a popular 
site for dances. Down front, where 
the stage used to be, a "caller" 
(often a local auctioneer) would 
chant the steps for the square 
dancers. Behind him fiddlers 
provided the music. 

After the war, Company M never 
re-organized. The armory was the 
site of a pants factory for a few 
years. Since then it has stood 
vacant. A few years ago, Jamie 
Page opened Front Page Music on 
the upper floor. He restored the 
lobby, offices and restrooms, nof 

; the theatre proper, the old armory. 

: Downstairs, the spaces have seen 
a succession of prosperous 
retailers. Old timers remember 
Poole & Creber Grocery; those a 
little younger remember Ayres Dry 
Goods Store. Now it houses the 
sanctuary and ancillary activities of 
Faith Family Fellowship. 

The basement contains three large 
chambers, with the same 
dimensions as the three storefronts 
above. The one along East 
Morrison was m iginally finished 
off elegantly for shops, with 
outside access. A soft drink bottling 
works, a bakery were among the 
businesses there at various times. 
The Fayette Bottling Works sign 
can still be faintly seen on the brick 
wall outside. A deposit- bottle with 
the company name cast in the glass 
is now a collector's item. For 
many decades these spaces have 
been unused, except for storage. 

The other two basement were, and 
remain, cavernous dirt-floored 
chambers, each 19 feet wide and 
100 feet long. At the front, window 
wells, with iron grates over them, 
originally admitted light. These 
were concreted over long ago. 

So the attic, theatre and basement 
have remained fro7P.n in tim"' 'Thi" 

ORIGINAL WINDOW-WELL, underneath sidewalk on South 
Main Street, .Jong ago was covered with concrete. Brick arch and 
"bullet moJdmg" at top of window indicate basement was meant 
for public use. 



BALCONY IS STILL INT A CT in old opera 
house. Seats have been removed. View is looking 
south from Morrison Street side. At right, half 

BREAD MOLDS FROM LONG-AGO BAKERY 
are· stacked in basement of building. Huge 
quantity- several dozens- give idea of size of 

door opens for projection booth. Arc-lamp, or 
perhaps limelight, illuminated performers on 
stage nearly 100 feet away~ · 

business, in days when every town had its own 
commertial bakery. Here the Rev. Jamie Page 
examines one set of three forms. 

., - ..(- ~ - ~- --- ..... 

been unused, except for storage. 
The other two basement were, and 

remain, cavernous dirt-floored 
chambers, each 19 feet wide and 
100 feet long. At the front, window 
wells, with iron grates over them, 
originally admitted light. These 
were concreted over long ago. 

So the attic, theatre and basement 
have remained frozen in time. This 
month, Rev. Page graciously led 
visitors on a tour of the undisturbed 
spaces. The relics found, the stories 
told, the questions raised, are 
shown in this picture essay.
HDD 
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HOW SCENERY WAS HOISTED TO THE STAGE of "!e old 
opera J:ouse, is shown by this steel beam still projecting out over 
alley at rear of building. Big double-door has been bricked up. A 
rope-and-pulley on the projecting beam made it ·'.asy to hoist large 
items. 



WHAT IT TOOK TO MOVE AN ARMY in the 
old days, is preserved in writing on end of this 
National Guard crate in the attic. It dates from 
before World War II. It says: "11 combs, curry, 
model 1913; 7 bags, feed, model 1912; 7 same, 
grain; 7 pair bags, saddle, russet, model 1904, 

leather; 7 bridles, cav. model 1909, leather; 7 . 
brushes, horse, russet, mozel leather; 7 halters, 
head, ru.~set, model 1904, leather; 2 nets, hay 
(rope); 7 Sureiagles (?), Model 1919, cotton. · 
Garner, packer, 1922. Jeffersonville, IN, 
quartermaster depot." Crate, alas, is empty. 

MYSTERIOUS ARCH THAT LEADS southernmost store space. Did it lead to a 
NOWHERE, is examined by Mike Holtwick, subbasement in an adjoining building? It was 
Glasgow plumber who discovered it while making bricked up long ago. 
repairs. It is near floor-level in basement. under 

By 1900, the Katy Railroad, the college, and. a booming farm 
economy, had combined to make Fayette a prosperous trade 
center. From 1870 to 1900, the population grew from 815 to its 
present size. Clearly, the growing town deserved an elegant 
new opera house. THE DEMOCRAT-LEADER 

P. 5 Fayette, MO Dec. 31, 1994 



ARMY LEGGING, JODHPURS AND BLOUSE 
dating from before World War II are among 

PRESSED MET AL CEILING is typical of state
of-the-art commercial building design at turn of 
century. This is one of the finest restorations in 

reminders of long-ago National Guard unit. These 
items were found in attic. 

Fayette. It is in sanctuary of Faith Family 
Fellowship. 

BIG WINDOW ON THIRD FLOOR, gives 
picturesque view of downtown Fayette, with 
college towers in background. This area 
apparently was originally used as refreshment 

stand and lounge area for opera house patrons. 
Later it was quartermaster's supply store and ofli 
ces for Missouri National Guard Company M. 



. PRESSED MET AL CEILING is typical of state
of-the-art commercial building design at turn of 
century. This is one of the finest restorations in 

WHEN A SPEAKER WAS SOLD SEPARATELY 
FROM A RADIO or phonograph (making it 
unnecessary to use earphones), this was an elegant 

Fayette. It is in sanctuary of Faith Family 
Fellowship. 

item. It is designed to sit atop the instrument. Bell 
shape amplified sound. 

The Democrat-Leader thanks the Rev. Jamie Page, the 
congregation of Faith Family Fellowship, and Front Page Music, 
for their cooperation in the preparation of this. photographic 

essay. 

THIRD-FLOOR ROOM, NOW UNUSED, was 
apparently a lounge for balcony patrons. It offers 
a commanding view of downtown Fayette. In days 

before air-conditioning and modern lighting, big 
windows were a must. View is looking north from 
top of stairs. 

DETAIL OF PLASTER MOLDING on a third- was neglected, to give Fayette one· of the finest 
noor wall shows elegance of the "New Opera theatrica! houses in the area. 
House"when it was erected in 1903-4. No detail 

, .. 
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PRESSED SHEETMET AL AND GLASS store
fronts on Fayette's courthouse square reflect the 
state of the art in the 1880s. Progress in glass
making permitted big, single-pane, inviting dis
play windows downstairs and single-pane sashes 
upstairs, making apartments or offices better 
lighted and better ventilated. Development of 
stamping process led to the ornate metal store
fronts (and also to pressed metal ceilinf!s inside the 

" .. .,. ... ){;' THT~TNESSES 

stores). Top photo, building on east side of square, 
housing New Grand Theatre (left) and half of 
Miller's IGA. Bottom, building on east side hous
ing Holtwick Chiropractic and Alsop & Graham 
Drug Store. Note "mortar & pestle" at top. Such 
stamped-metal fronts could be ordered by mail; 
and shipped to Fayette by rail. They are described 
in today's architectural article. 



Historic Missouri Theatres Questionnaire 

Howell County and Local History Room 

Does your organization have information about the following theatres? 

Catron Opera House 
Johnson Opera House 

West Plains 

Is this( these) theatre(s) still in operation? 

Catron Opera House 
Johnson Opera House 

West Plains 

If not, does the building(s) where the theatre was located still exist? 

Catron Opera House 
Jofu.-ison Opera Hcu:;c 

West Plains 

yes ____ no -~-
yes ____ no _....!:::::.. 

yes ____ no -~-
,.,.,..... yes ____ no __ _ 

yes ____ no -~-
yes ____ no _ ~ 

What other historic theatres were located or are currently located in your area? ----------------

Please check the specific types of information you have about theatres in your area? Please note any 
sources you think would be particularly useful for this project. 

books about specific theatres 

photographs 

newspaper articles 

scrapbooks 

county or town histories 

other, please specify 

Do you have any information on which theatre or vaudeville circuit played in your area? 

------------------------------------------------------------------
Wh d d · · l.b th bl. 1 't./, 1·e L ·~,t • .el f ·e1~ - ..5'~~~,M at ays an times is your i rary open to e pu ic J.~-~---· ---y----· ---·--+-·-----------

-- Q..~:~ c,-. f.!1/----~~~~-t-----z;e..s ~~!-_!' __ 511-::_~ IL {f-___ .!__:_~_!'~ _ _t_!.: ~~41~-------------
Can special arrangements be made for the library to be open at other times? 

Who is the best person to contact for more information? ------------------------------· 

Thank you for your assistance. 
Please return to: Becky Snider 1008 Sunset Dr. Columbia, MO 65203 



September 15, 1997 

Becky L. Snider 
1008 Sunset Drive 
Columbia, MO 65203 

Dear Ms. Snider: 

County Clerk 
Room 001, Howell County Courthouse 

West Plains, Missouri 65715 

417-256-2591 . 

We are returning the completed questionnaire. 

We are enclosing a pamphlet from the West Plains 
Genealogical Society. 

We also are returning your $2.00 bill that was sent 
with your letter of August 31, 1997. 

If our office can be of further service to you, please 
do not hesitate to contact us. 

Sincerely, 

~~~ 
Evona Adkisson 
Deputy Clerk 



P.JilSSOUH 
ARCHITECTURAL/HISTORIC 

I. NO . 

20 
2 . COUNTY 

3 . LOCATION OF 
NEGATIVES 

6 . SPECIFIC LEGAL LOCATION 

INVENTORY 

H 
SURVEY 

~H~ ·cH Alt 
FORM 

4 . PRESENT LOCAL NAME(S) OR DESIGNATION(S) 

Theatre - Sales 

16. THEMATIC CATEGORY 28. NO . OF STORIES 3 
TOWNSHIP ____ RANGE 

IF CITY OR TOWN, STREET 

201 Second 

SECTION --- i.----------------------- 29. BASEMENT? 
ADDRESS 17. DATE(S) OR PERIOD 

YES ( 

NO (X 
30. FOUNDATION MATERIAL 

7. CITY OR TOWN IF RURAL, VICINITY 18. STYLE OR DESIGN Cement 
31. WALL CONSTRUCTION 

----------------------+-1-9 ___ A_R_C_H_1_T_E_c_T_o_R_E_N_G_1_N_E_E_R__________ Brick 
8 . DESCRIPTION OF LOCATION ~---------------

11-----------------------

9 . COORDINATES 

LAT 

LONG 

10. SITE ( 

BUILDING ( X) 

UTM 

STRUCTURE( 

OBJECT ( 

20. CONTRACTOR OR BUILDER 

21. ORIGINAL USE, IF APPARENT 

22. PRESENT USE 

Sales 
23 . OWNERSHIP 

24. OWNER'S NAME ANO ADDRESS 
IF KNOWN 

Gary Holloway 

25 . OPEN TO PUBLI 

26. LOCAL CONTAC 
~~~~~~~~~~~-or-~~~~~~~~-. Judy Freem 
11. ON NATIONAL YES ( 12. IS IT YES ( 

REGISTER ? NO ( X) ELIGIBLE? NO ( 
---------~~=--+------------. 27. OTHER SURVE"\ 

13. PART OF ESTAB. YES ( ) 14 . DISTRICT YES ( 
HIST. DISTRICT? NO ( ) POTENTIAL? NO ( 

15 . NAME OF ESTABLISHED DISTRICT 

42 . FURTHER DESCRIPTION OF IMPORTANT FEATURES 

43 . HI STORY AND SIGNIFICANCE 

None 

44 . DESCRIPTION OF ENVIRONMENT ANO OUTBUILDINGS 

45 . SOURCES OF INFORMATION 

RETURN THIS FORM WHEN COMPLETED TO: OFFICE OF HI~ 
P.O. BOX 176 

PUBLIC ( 

PRIVATE( 

32. ROOF TYPE ANO MATERIAL 

F lat 
33. NO. OF SAYS 

FRONT SIDE 

34. WALL TREATMENT 

3!5. PLAN SHAPE 

36. CHANGES ADDITION ( 
(EXPLAIN IN 
NO. 42) ALTERED ( 

MOVED( 

37. CONDITION 
Good 

INTERIOR 

r--Tr--n1 .,...,.o ~Af""\rl 

SW-AS-036-025



Historic Missouri Theatres Questionnaire 

Iron County Historical Society 

Does your organization have information about the following theatres? 

119 N. Main - Current Location of Valley Auto Parts 

Is this(these) theatre(s) still in operation? 

119 N. Main - Current Location of Valley Auto Parts 

If not, does the building(s) where the theatre was located 
still exist? 

119 N. Main - Current Location of Valley Auto Parts 

Ironton 

Ironton 

Ironton 

\Vhat other historic theatres '.vere located or are currently located in your area? 

yes ____ no _ _ 

yes _ __ no __ _ 

yes ____ no __ _ 

____________ }~-- -----------------------------------------------------------------

Please check the specific types of information you have about theatres in your area? Please note any 
sources you think would be particularly useful for this project. 

books about specific theatres 

°" photographs 

'v newspaper articles 

scrapbooks 

county or town histories 

other, please specify 

Do you have any information on which theatre or vaudeville circuit played in your area? 

---------------~- ---------------------------------------------------------------
What days and times is your library open to the public?_ _ _ _L'C!±1 __ LL. ________________ _ 

Can special arrangements be made for the library to be open at other times? 

Who is the best person to contact for more information? _"'6 I !.._ _____ &_~ ___ f:J _______________ . 

/+ c;q / CfJ 

(; 3 (C 

Thank you for your assistance. 
Please return to: Becky Snider 1008 Sunset Dr. Columbia, MO 65203 



't.;;J.;J\.IUi"ll '-'' I 1~'-

?CHfTE·CTU RAL I H lSTORIC 

10. I 

T-li.0 

:OUN TY 
Iron 

_OCATION OF c. o .. s . . '4EGATIVES 

;PECIFIC LEGAL LOCATION 
rpwNSHIP RANG! __ S!CTION 

F CITY OR TOWN, STREET ADDRESS 

119 N. Main 

•TY OR T-OWN IF RURAL, VICINITY 

Ironton 

J£5CRIPTION 0, LOCATION 

see reverse map 

~I I 11'-I I V-111'9 

INVENTORY SURVEY 
rna;;.~~nwl-\m 1vr~ 

FORM 
4. PRESENT LOCAL NAME(S) OR DESIGNATION(S) ro .. ,..,_ > --

} j I ~ri Valley Auto Parts V1'. I / ) ! i, I -~1-· · I j; \ t , " : .., :~ , .1 . .:. 'I 

~ . OTHER NAME(S) 

oc20 ·~ 
16. THEMA~ CATEGORY 28. NO. OF STORIES l~ 

()~ 29. BASEMENT ? YES ( ) 

17. DATE(S) OR PER•OO NO ( x> 

ca. 1930 30. FOUNDATlON MATERIAL 

b ~, 18. STYLE OR DESIGN concrete 

0g 31. WAL!. CONSTRUCTION 

19. ARCHITECT OR ENGINEER red granite lAJ) 
32. ROOF TYPE ANO MATERIAL 

20. CONTRACTOR OR BUILDER flat/asphalt -\=:~ .. PR 
33. NO. OF BAYS ~3 FRONT SIDE 21. ORIGINAL USE, IF APPARENT 

theater O~A 34. WALL TREATMENT 1-
plaster l 22. PRESENT USE 

automotive parts 3~. PLAN SHAPE rectangular 

23. OWNERSHIP PUBLIC ( ) 36. CHANGES ADDITION l ) 
(EXPLAIN IN 

~ED( f PRIVATE( X) 
NO. 42) 

24. OWNER.'S NAM! ANO ADDRESS Eo-r-f 
IF KNOWN 37. CONDITION 

COORDINATES UTM Harold & Virginia Alcorn INTERIOR 

I.AT EXTERIOR excellent 

I.ONG YES( 2~. OPEN TO PU.BLIC? ) 38. PRESERVATJO:'ll YES ( ) 

NO{x ) UNOERWA-f? NO ( X). SITE ( ) STRUCTURE( ) 

BUILDING ( 'x} OBJECT ( ) 26. LOCAL CONTACT PERSON OR ORGANIZATION 39. ENDANGERED? YES( } 

'N NATIONAL YES ( } YES (x ) - BY WHAT? 12. IS IT NO ( X) 
~£GISTER? NO (X) ELIGIBLE? NO( ) 27. OTHER SURVEY! IN WHICH INCLUDED 

'ART~ ESTA&. YES ( ) 14. DISTRICT YES ( ) • 40. VISIBLE FROM YES ( X) . 
llST. DISTRICT ? NO ( X) POTENTIAL? NO ( ) PUBLIC ROAD ? NO ( ) 

~AM! OF ESTABLISHED DISTRICT 41. DISTANCE F'ROM .. 
ROAD 

10 feet 

FURTHER DESCRIPTION OF IMPORTANT FEATURES Genuinely noteworthy as an 

example of a 1930's, small-town movie theater. With its exterior PHOTO 

walls of random-coursed ashlar, capped battlements, and almost MUST 

primitive proportions, it is a splendid manifestation of Robert 

Venterri's "decorated shed" c las slf icat ion. Evoking images of BE 
Medieval castle and the Alamo, hundreds must have passed throu gh PROVIDED 
aih~~~rs into the more irrepressible fantasy worlds of Robert OS 240 

HISTORY ANO SIGNIFICANCE 

Operated as a theater until ca. 1970. ~ 

DESCRIPTION OF ENVIRONMENT ANO OUTBUILDINGS 
Ironton Municipal Building is on the north, an alley the and in rear. 

SOURCES OF INFORMATION 46 . PREPARED BY 
Harold· Alcorn and ort site inspection L.M. ' 

47. ORGANIZATION 
ruRN THIS FORM WHEN COMPLETED TO: OFFICE OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

c.o.s. 
\OOITIONAL !PAC! IS P.O. BOX 176 48. CATE ,~9. REVISION OATE (S) • 

~R4TE SHEET(S) TO NEEOEOO AT· JEFFERSON CITY, MISSOURI 6~102 7-16 ' THIS F RI¥; . PH . ~l4-7~ 1- 4()Q4; 
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-.:. r I~ Lt' o -> D<?'\ \ I L · .•. ( • '•· ~· • 

I. GENERAL INFORMATION 

A. Address 

10917 East Winner Road 
B. District Code 

C. Building Type 

Theater and Offices 
D. Listed on Heritage Commission List of 6/ 24/ 75 Yes No X 

11. NOTES 

Two-story stucco exterior walls with maroon tile 
"wainscotting"; flat roof; windows and parapet 
edged in limestone; V-shaped glass window at west 
of door; stainless steel marquee. 

ENGLEWOOD THEATER 
--10 ~'1 

()3() 

iJf"? 

;;;l...; 

u.u 
ltl J 

-1 () «:.l :, 

Ill. PHOTOGRAPH 

A. View B. Roll C. Frame 

Northeast 14 21 

North 14 22 

IV. SURVEYOR/DATE 

I MAS RJC JAR 11-20-7 5 BF JAR 
11-28-75 

V. EVALUATION: 

Approved for Further Research Yes No Date 

The preparation of this survey was financed in port through a comprehens ive planning grant from the Dept. of H. U. D., under the p rovision of Section 701 of the Housing Act of 1954, as amended . 

PRELIMINARY SURVEY FORM Form 
INDEPENDENCE HISTORICAL SURVEY for the 
HERITAGE COMMISSION, INDEPENDENCE, MISSOURI by 
M. A. SOLOMON/R. J. CLAYBAUGH, ARCHITECTS, INC. and 
BERND FOERSTER, A. I. A. 

SW-AS-036-027



Ju spU' Ct1un"?J-
Historic Missouri Theatres Questionnaire 

Joplin Historical Society 

Does your organization have information about the following theatres? 
Fox Theatre Joplin yes ____ no ___ s D M c,, 

Haven Opera House yes ____ no___ / .fJ.-7-
Joplin Memorial Hall yes ____ no___ &:.l'Vlc..-

Joplin Opera House yes ____ no ___ I .'+-J..L.-
New Club Theatre yes ____ no___ £ .:::>,,,_"' 
New Joplin yes ____ no _ / 
Perkin's Hall yes ____ no_~ 
The Empress yes ____ no -~ 
Hippodrome Theatre yes ____ no -~ 

Is this(these) theatre(s) still in operation? 
Fox Theatre Joplin 
Haven Opera House 
Joplin Memorial Hall 

'P t/ yes ____ no __ _ 
'-"""' yes ____ no _ ~ 

yes _}' __ no __ _ 
Joplin Opera House yes ____ no -~ 
New Club Theatre 
New Joplin 
Perkin's Hall 
The Empress 
Hippodrome Theatre 

t/ yes ____ no _ 
7 yes ____ no __ _ 

yes ____ no _ ~ 
yes ____ no --vr 
yes ____ no __ _ 

If not, does the building(s) where the theatre was located still exist? 
Fox Theatre Joplin yes ____ no __ _ 
Haven Opera House yes ____ no _v _ 
Joplin Memorial Hall yes ____ no __ _ 
Joplin Opera House yes ____ no -~-

~ ~~~ ~-~~ 
New Joplin yes ____ no _ ~ 
Perkin's Hall yes ____ no -~-
The Empress yes ____ no _ ~ 
Hippodrome Theatre yes ____ no __ _ 

What other historic theatres were located or are currently located in your area? ----------------

Please check the specific types of information you have about theatres in your area? Please note any 
sources you think would be particularly useful for this project. 

books about specific theatres -----------------------------------------
--;;? photographs ---------------------------------------

newspaper articles ---------------------------------------
--- scrapbooks ----------------------------------------

,,/" county or town histories -----------------------------------------
other, please specify ----------------------------------------

~~ y~~ ha~~ an~-i~fo~ati~~-on ~~ic~~he~t~~~~-v_a~~~~~~~~~~~~~la~~~~~-=~ur _~~~~~--------
What days and times is your library open to the public? _p~~~~-(25:.!=-~~--~"'!Lrf'~+-_E "l ~?---
Can special arrangements be made for the library to be open at other times? yes ____ no_~ 

Who is the best person to contact for more information? ----~tt-~ __ f:k,j ~------------------· 

Thank you for your assistance. Please return to: Becky Snider 1008 Sunset Dr. Columbia, MO 65203 



Office of Historic Preservation, P.O. Box 176, Jefferson .City, Missouri 65101' 

HISTORIC INVENTORY 
I \ Nu 

13 
Wa ner Jewvlers 

Jasper 5 Other Name(~) 

-:lf-C1a-. 'i!-~-~-,gg-·-uw----~---l-i_a_L_i_b_r_a_r-; W .P. Miller Building 

s-· Spec1tir. l oc:at1on 

110 East Fourth 
Lot 11, Block 25 

16. Themal c ategory 

11----------------------29. Baaemenl? 
17 Oatu(s) or Period 

1887 30. foundation Material 

Yes 1 1 .· 

No I . 

-,-C-.i-1y __ u_r_T_ow--n----1-t_A_u-ra-1-.-T-o-w-~-sh-,-p-&~V-ic-,-,.-t1-y-il-t~6-~-:--'/!i-'J!-'?5--J>!-=-~-.-Q$------------------: ____ s_t_o_ne ______________ ~ 
Cartha e 31. Wall Construction . l 

;-s-,-,~-.-P-1a_n_w __ 1t_h_N_u_r_th-A~r~ro-w------------tlt-'.-:19~. -A~,-c~h~Uec __ t_o_r_e~,-,g~i-nee-,-------------brick iron store front 

a-------..,,,.------------... 32 . Roof Type & Mc.aerial 
20. Contractor or Builder flat 

• 33. No. of Bays 
-rig_i_n-al-U--se-.-.-,-ap-pa_r_e_nl _______ _,. Front I 

~ -----------------------~ 
Side 

#l:~_....&....:lL--_...._ ___ -..ll.._~~_..----=--77~MQ.....w..w;i......_ ___________ _.~. Wall Treatment 

Y Cuoulmdlos 
L ;,t 
l lHl!J 

UTM 

23 Ownership 

24. Owner's Name & Address, 
ii known 

Mr. Page Wagner 
HW of city 

25 . Open to 

10 --..,.s-,1-,:-!-,-----S~t-ru_c_t-ur_e_l_i._. Public? 

Public I! 
Private Xl 

Yea 
No 11 

" Bu1ldu1n D: Object I 1 26 . Local Contact Person or Organization 
it" Or\N-~l.7;n-a-I -Y-t!-~-,-l---...---12-. -,s-t_t ___ V""."'e_s_I 1-11 

__ n_u_u '-~-•~_., _., ___ N_o_t-J_-P __ e_1_1g_1_b1_e_·~ __ N_o_~-• 27. Other Survev• tn Which Included 

1 · Pall CJf Estab Veta r 1 14. District Yes lliO 
Ht~I U1:at .? No '.at Potent'I? No I I 

~-~ --------------------------------'~ Namo ot Estabhshed District 
::·: 

.e~ . Further Oesctiption ot Important Features 
This is a handsome building, alrrost int2ct, ·w.i.th (i 

f::. c:-d e o f c :1Et L:-0:1, T .. , ~. t.h C>i L·.stel:'s 2 -1 :-.• rning tne \ -J iE -...ic· .... • 

c.1 n nr n ci t~ f'acude 2 n < c or n .i c ·..: . ' l'h t~ l ~'l") ~ r:~_t y C:-!_u~ct (n.-~.: 
refers to thi~ as the Miller Bldg., In 1909 a Dr. Kenne 
Baker had hi , .. offices here, which he kept for many year 

Cassaday Block - housed commerci3l college. 

43 Htslor_y •nd S1urnltcancu 
190~ City Di~ectory: 1923-1924 City Directory of Cartha 

35 . Plan Shaper ec 
36. Changes 

(Explain 
in #421 

Addition ; · 
Alleted b< 
MO\lttd 1 

37. Condition good 
Interior 
ElCte11or __ g_o_o_d __ _ 

38. Prttservation 
Underway? 

39. Endangered? 
By What? 

40 . Visible from 
Public Road? 

41. Distance from and 
Frontage on Road 

Ves . 
No)( 

Yes I 1 

Nob( 

Yes 
No 1 : 

\ 

1888 and 1905-06 City Director~J~S show this and buildin 
ne)(t door. as Cassad.ay block. Ill 1909 the Delphus Theater 

was listed here in the Director-Y. [ 

'44 Description of Envtronmenl and Outbuildings l See Inventory-Nomination Form. 

4'5 Sourcu ot •. lnformation 

'Ra ~ity Directories, 1888, 1~05-06, 1909. 
47 . Organizatl n c ·arthage 
Historic~ Pre er\ 

48~0af;- '4U . Aev1sion Oate(S) 

7/30/ 9 

SW-AS-036-028
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Office of Historic Preservation9 P.O. Box 176. Jefferson .City, Missouri 65lfTI -

HISTORIC INVENTORY 
16 Belk Simpson Dept'; Store 

I i Nu 4 Pr~lt:nl Name(S) 

2 C11unly Jasper 
5 Other Name~~) 

--~~~---~~-------~----4 
Cahn Bros. Clothing House- Opera House l.· l oc:411on ol NcydltYC:i 

Caf thaqe Public Librarv 
16. Them1t c ategory 28. No . of Stories 2 6ic5£ece•:c. hr~grt 25 

136 East Fourth 
m-----~-----------__.29. Basement'? 

t 7 Oatu(s) or Pctriod 
Before 1884 30. FouncJ .. tton Matetial 

~-~~~~~~~~~~~-----11------~---------------~--l . City ur Town ti Rural . Township & Vicirnty 18 Style or Oe:;1gn stone 
Cartha e I ta 1 iana te 31. Wall Cons11uction 

~s-.-k~·~P~la~n~w~,~,h~N-u-rt_h_A_r-ro-w---~-------11~,~9-. ~A-rc_h_il_ec_t_o_r~Er-19-i-nee_r_~--------....m brick 

-r-:-:---::-----:-----:=-:--:------------a 32 . Roof Type & M4ilterial 
20 . Contractor 01 Builder 

35 . Plan Shape 

Yes I I ; 
No I .· 

23 Ownerahip PubUc I I 
Private JC 

36. Changes 
(Explain 
in #42) 

Addition : · 
Altered 1 ! 

24 . Owner's Name & Address, 
ii known 37 . Condition 

Movt:<J 1 

Y Cuouiindlos 
l di 

UTM Belk-Simpson co. tnterior _ __..0.-K..__ ___ _ 

Box -440, Green~ille, s.c. Exte11or Good 
L ,rnu 25. Open to Yes 38. Preservation Yes . 

-,0------~s-,1-.:-! -, -------S-tr_u_c_tu-re_l _i... Public? No I I Underwav? No ~ 

: _a_u_11_d_11 •_n_01 ___ ~~~---0-b_j_ec~t-'_1 _:-2-6-. -lo_c_a_l_C_o_n_ta_c_t_P_e_rao_n_o_r_Or_g_an __ tz_a_tio-n--~~ ..... 39-.--En_d_a_n_g_er_e_d?-.-----Y-e_s_l_l-1 

~OnN-~;nal Vt:~ I I 12. Is It Ves I I By What? No x. 
.__n_11u_•_~•_c_1·' _____ N_o __ ~_· _... ____ e_•_•g_ib_1_e·_? __ N_o~1~_.--2-7.-0-th_e_r_S_u-rve~ya-.-,n--W-h-~-h-ln-c-lu_d_e_d ____ ~_. 

I. ~ Pitrl ol Estab Ye:i I 1 1 14. District Yes 
. Hist U1~t.? No ,,. Pote"nt'I? No I I 
~~--~----------..... -----------~---
, .. ~ Namu of Eslabllshed O'slricl 
. :; 
, . t 
.,. 

~~ . Furthef Desc1iption of Unportant Features 

The Belk Simpson store is one of Carth~ge•s most interesting 
·buildings still surviving on the Square. /['lie 1884 .map . shows 
the -Grand Opera iiouse·.ups-tairs, '\':l th s ·~i;-1 ;r:e~ '-' t: . . ~, ~-- ... - -, .... ,_ .... ._ > ·· 
There is a stereo view of the building as an opera in th~ Carnegie 

·. Library- files .- ·· 

---------~---~----e=-~ 40. Visible from 
Public Road'/ 

41. Distance from and 
Frontage on Road 

--~ -·~~-:-;:~-;-::-:-:---nr?,,,,,.;~rt?"':'~M°m~mT~+t:----r.~~r.:r:t~_,..TT'l'ri~~.,.,,.;n-r1M-n~::n"l'l+-rm"'l"l'-+:lim--.f"f"P.----~~ 
43 History and S1on11tcance "' • ' 

.The building has lost its lovely veranda. 

restoration. Bolk Simpson. a chain department store with its headq rters in Can:iliien, S.C. 
·.'. owns the building and a Hr. Nichols is the ma..'l'J.ager. J::tr. Nichols wa a negative person 
'._. :·who assured me storefronts were very choap and that in his estirn.att on Balks needed one. 
~·· Recently I have learned that Balks officials have decided to renova e the exterior of 

the building and the Carthage Chamber of Commerce has shown them r toration drawings 
4' Oescriplion of Envt1onm~n1 and Outbuildings ma.de by a local architect' v.tr. Di k Locarni. · hey 
·-~ · were enthused by the srawings, and it is hoped the building will resto1--e.d ir( a · 
:. manner suits.bl A +.f'I its original d~sign. See Inventory - Nomi a tion forfh. 

1909 Photo shows it a Turner Carrage and Funiture Store. M. Matthews 
4~ SourcH ot..lnlormation 
:: 1888 City Directory; stereo view in librar.1 files; Carthage Press 
10/29/53; 12/3/5); 10/6/5.5; 5/2/.57; 5/24/56; 9/5/57~· 
Personal interview with H.t·. Nichols, nlcl.nager 
1912 photo of 4th St. 

Carthage City directory, 1905 -06, 1909 
~~~~~~no ProQQ ~~" - ?~ - 1G64_ 

46. Preparttd v 
Ra & C. MacMorran 

47. Oroanizati . n Carthaq 
Historic ~rese~vat 
"48. Oate ~~) . f!.f7sion · oa1~s• 
7 /30/ '7 't 7'1 

SW-AS-036-029



Office of Historic Preservation, P.O . Box 176, Jefferson ·citv, Missouri . 6510\ 

HISTORIC INVENTORY 

2 County 
Will i am D. Georg e, M.D. 

5 Other Namo(s) 
~~------'~~~ ......... ------~~~~---i 

Lem. ;? 2 D1J i lding 3 l o c .At101\ of Ncudt1vcs 
Carthage Public Library 

6 : Specific l oc:at1on 16 . Them at c atego'v 

214 East Fourth 
Lot {'Jf; Block 4-2 

l Ctly <>r Tuwn If Autal . Township & V1c1111ty 16 Style or Oo~1gn 

CoTTuile rcial Cartha.,.e 
HS1tc Pl<Jn w1tl1 North Arrow 19. Architect or Engineer 

28 . No . of Stories 2 
29. Basement? Yes 1 

No l 

30. FouncJa11on Material 

31. Wall Construction 

32 . Roof Type & M<Jter1al 
--------~~------,~~~--~~--~--~~----

20 . Contractor or Builder fla t 
33 . No . of Bays 

a-2-1-. -0-r-ig_i_n-al~U-s-e-.-if __ a_p_p-ar_e_n_t----------~------ Front Side 

brewery J4 . Wall Treatment 
----~~------------------------~--------22 Present Use 

23 Owne,ship 

24 . Owner's Name & Address. 

ii known Ruby & James 
McClellan ~ 

Public I I 
Private Kl 

~ C1wrtl1ndlcs 
let I 

UTM 
214 E . 4th, C ~ r thage , MO . 

l \ lll!J 

10 

25 . Open to 
--5-,-t-t:_!_1 ______ S_tr_u_c_tu_r_e_l_i-t1 Public? 

Yes or 
No · 1 

Bu1lc1111g 1X Object I 1 26 . Local Contact Person or Organization 
-t \-OnN-,;~;~-a-l--Y-e_s,_1_1 __. __ 1_2_. -ls_l_l ____ V_e_s_I -, 1 

H1:u1 !.lc1 '> No ix El1gttlle? NoY.I 27 . Other Surveys in Which Included 
l_J_P_d_r_t_c>_l_E_s_l_a_b __ Y_e-~-,-,~t---1-4-. -0-i_s_1r-1c_t __ Y_e_s_:Y.~. -1·• 

H1:-.t Dist ? No Of Potent'!? No I I 

1 ~ Name of Established District 

~2 . Further Descriptwn of lmpottant Features 

This is a very monu~"Ental building , de signed in a very 
pl'oficiont rnanner an< f itting in '::Ji th t ypica.1 .Squ nr e :t l' •.;]~ i t o c t i.t I'e . 
·( t wa 5 originally a saloon and brc-:·rel'y operated 1-ry L(1mpe Bros. 
Ero~ .~ing in St. Louis. 

43 History 11na S•H•1tl1cancu 

I !1 -the l920's th i s En re}·~ s Theater was here 

~4 Oescrip1ion of Environment and Outbuildings 

See Inv.-Nom. Form 

45 Sourc.tts ot. lnfo,mtttioft 

~ .r. Bennett \·.'ils on, on h i s t 0 1"'::7' C • 

Assessor's Office; Ci t y D ir ec tor ie~ , 1 888 , l ~ O S -O G , 
1 ~ 0 9 , 1923-24~ 192 5-2 6 

35 . Plan Shape 

36 . Chang as 
(Explain 
in #42) 

Addition : 

37 . Condition 

Altered 1 

MO~tl<J I 

Interior Exce lJ en t 
Exteuor E zc e l 1 ent 

38 . Praservation 
Underway? 

39 . Endangered? 
By What? 

40 . Visible from 
Public Road? 

.Cl . Distance from and 
F'ontage on Road 

Yes 
No ~ 

Ytss I 
No r 

Yes J< 
No l 

47 . Organizati n Ca r t ha 0E. 
. !-1 .:i. s t. c r i c P :re ·· c~ r v ,1 t 
~8 . Oale ;;;~ 'lev1s1on Oare(s) 

8/6/79 

SW-AS-036-030



MISSOURI OFFICE OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION 
ARCHITECTURAUHISTORIC INVENTORY SURVEY FORM 
1. NO. 126 4. PRESENT LOCAL NAME(S) OR DESIGNATION(S) 

JASPER 
JOPLIN MEMORIAL HALL 

2. COUNTY 

3. LOCATION OF POST ART 
5. OTHER NAME(S) 

NEGATIVES MEMORIAL LIB. 

6. SPECIFIC LEGAL LOCATION 16. THEMATIC CATEGORY 28. NO.OF STORIES TWO 
TOWNSHIP RANGE SECTION COMMERCIAL 
IF CITY OR iOWN, STREETADDRESS - 29. BASEMENT YES~ X) 

212 WEST STH 
17. DATE(S) OR PERIOD FULL NO ) 

1924 
30. FOUNDATION MATERIAL 

7. CITY OR TOWN IF RURAL, VICINITY 18. STYLE OR DESIGN ASHLAR STONE 
JOPLIN RENAISSANCE REVIVAL 

31. WALL CONSTRUCTION 
8. DESCRIPTION OF LOCATION 19. ARCHITECT OR ENGINEER BRICK/STEEL FRAME 

AUGUST MICHAELIS 
32. ROOF TYPE & MATERIAL 

20. CONTRACTOR OR BUILDER FLAT/GABLE 
A.S. GREENWELL 

33. NO. OF BAYS 
21 . ORIGINAL USE, IF APPARENT FRONT SIDE 
OPERA HOUSE/CONVENTION 

34. WALL TREATMENT 
22. PRESENT USE STONE/BRICK 
ENTERTAINMENT 

35. PLAN SHAPE SQUARE 
23. OWNERSHIP PUBLIC ~ ~ 

PRIVATE X 36. CHANGES ADDITION( l 
(EXPLAIN IN ALTERED X 

24. OWNER'S NAME AND ADDRESS N0.42) MOVED 
IF KNOWN 

37. CONDITION 
9. COORDINATES UTM CITY OF JOPLIN 623-3254 INTERIOR GOOD 

LAT BCTERIOR GOOD 
LO\G 25. OPEN TO PUBLIC YES(X~ 

NO ( 38. PRESERVATION YES~) 
10. SITE( ) STRUCTURE( ~ UNDERWAY NOX) 

BUILDING( X ) , OBJECT( . 26. LOCAL CONTACT PERSON OR 
ORGANIZATION 39. ENDANGERED YES () 

11. ON NATIONAL YES~ 12. IS IT YES(X; BY WHAT NO(X) 
REGISTER NO ( ) BJGIBLE NO( ) 

13.PART OF YES(~ 14. DISTRICT YES~X 40. VISIBLE FROM YES~X) 
ESTAB. DISTRICT NO( ) POTENTIAL NO ) 27. OTHER SURVEY IN WHICH PUBLIC ROAD NO ) 

INCLUDED 
15. NAME OF ESTABLISHED DISTRICT NONE 41. DISTANCE FROM AND 

FRONT AGE ON ROAD 
40'/40' 

42. FURTHER DESCRIPTION OF IMPORT ANT FEATURES 

43. HISTORY AND SIGNIFICANCE 

AL JOLSON ONCE PERFORMED IN AUDITORIUM. 

44. DESCRIPTION OF ENVIRONMENT AND OUTBUILDINGS 

45. SOURCES OF INFORMATION 46. PREPARED BY 
LAURA J. DERRICK 

47. ORGANIZATION 
BCCW /CASEY A/E 

RETURN THIS FORM WHEN COMPLETED TO: OFFICE OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION ~--------
IF ADDITIONAL SPACE IS NEEDED, ATTACH P .0. BOX 176 48. DATE 149. REVISION 
SEPARATE SHEET(S) TO THIS FORM JEFFERSON CITY, MISSOURI 65102 12I15 I 8 7 DATE(S) 

SW-AS-036-031
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. 
JOPLIN HISTORIC SURVEY -
INVENTORY SHEET 

1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 

5. _ 

6. 

7. 
8. 

9. 
10. 
11. 
12. 
13. 
14. 
15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 

19. 
20. 
21. 

22. 

23. 
24. 

25. 

26. 

27. 

28. 
29. 

Inventory Numbe~(N.A.)<t> 0 
County _Jasper __ 
(N.A.) 
Present LocaJ Name(s) or Oesignation(sl: 

-ro ,1 . . ,, -) /~ : "" .......... ·2 , .. ~.... __ .. j ~ I i 
Other Historic Name(s) or Event(s): 

f \ ..- V=v o ,f=. i' ~ \ 

Speci{Gocft:;,.. -,,. ~t;e~ Addr(~:1 ~ w. f.: U,_ ) 
City _Joplin State _Missouri'-. __ _ 
Description of Location: 
Sketch the plan of the 
structure; indicate out
buildings and relation
ships to street; place X 
at main entrance, show 
porches, lightly shade 
one-story elements e.. 

i-------- 7 
,-!"'f 

f I '1 
\ \ ~ 
l___-..-- __ j 

~ 

Building~ Structure ( ) Object ( ) 
(N.A.) 
Site ( ) 
(N.A.) 
(N.A.) 
Part of Proposed District ? yes~ no( ) 
(N.A.) 
Name of Proposed District _Joplin_Downtown_ 

Thematic Catagory - Commercial { ) Railroad ( ) 
_, Mininy { ) Other C(/k---. ;/4/f 

Date of Construction __ l..._q~C3,~~----
Period of Construction _(N.A.) ___ _ 
·cost of Construction '1 ~ c; o, ODD 
Overall Architectural . Aspect: 
Style _(N.A.) ___________ _ 

- Is this type of structure common in the area now ? 
yes() no(/1 

- Was this type of structure common in the area in 
the past? yes~)cf · no( ) ~· ~ .. · 
Architect or Designer . / \ . ..t:Ild' c..i ~ 1_Q1(., 
Contractor/Builder 8,S. ~efC ~"~· - · 
Original Use QOrro.. bQU ,<:.oov€~ o.._µ._ . 
Subsequent Usd ~er... ,"' 1 ~- \ · h ,. '\ 
Present Use - First Floor 2. \.\_, ... <\I o \r· s 

Other Floors ....,\\._.[._.\ .... c ...... '-..... > ____ _ 
Present Ownership - Pu~lic ~ . Private ( ) 
Original Owner r , t \( 0 ~ J6 r l~ --. 
Present Owner C 'v'- , , ,., ~. ·1 of 1 , "" 

Address/Phone 
Accessibility - Open to Public yes/h. no( ) 

Restricted yes( ) no0 
Local Contact Person or Organization : , , C" ,r 

Phone: {J;J.. ~ -· :;, o<_ -- 't 

(N.A.) 

Number of Stories - 1 ( ) 2~ 3( ) 4( ) --· 
Basement - Full ~Crawl ipace ( ) Partial () 

None () 

BRICK 

RUSTICATED 
STONE 

CONCRETE 
BLOCK 

RUBBLE 
STONE 

COURSED 

31. Wall Construction -

32. 

HORIZONTAL, 
ROUND LOG 

WOOD FRAME 

FRAMING 

( ) OTHER 

HEWED LOG MORTISE AND 
TENON FRAME 

STONE 
BEARING-WALL BEARING-WALL 

: :. ~ l 

VER TI CAL ~- · ·-·-
PLANKS -. " ·' ·" 

( ) IRON FRAME 

( ) IRON FRONT 

<'A.._ STEEL FRAME W/ 
CURTAIN WALLS 

IWISAID 1£1.L- CAST SALTIOI SAllTOOT1t ltOlllTOI 
t!AICSAllD 

SW-AS-036-031



Roof Trim -

Multiple Roof Forms-Towers ( ) 
Cupola () 

Metal Cresting ( ) 
Finials ( ) 

Other ( ) -------
Chimney - Straddle Ridge ( ) Center ( ) 

Side ( ) Front Slope ( ) 
Side Slope ( ) 
Interior ( ) 

33. Number of Bays - Front CJ 
Back Slope ( ) 

Exterior ( ) 
Side ~ 

34. ,Wall Treatment: 
Stone 

~~ 
~ 

l\ATUUL SAWN 

~ 
TOOLD 01 
NA)tt[IED 

POLlSHll> 

lOCIC - FAClD IUSTICATtD YrMICUUTE11 IOClt·fACD onu 

Stone Treatment 

FLINT &/OR 
COBBLE 

RUBBLE 

O] . . 

. 
. 

STONE PANELS 

SLATE OR 
SHALE 

RUSTICATED 
ASHLAR 

RUBBLE, 
RANDOM 

SQUARED 
RUBBLE 

FIELDSTONE 

~ 

Brick Patterns - Color __ +_a--__ ~ __ _ 

HEADER BOND CARDEN WALL 

• • COMMON, OR 
AMERICAN BON ENGLISH BOND 

Concrete 

.. . . . 
. .· . : ·. ~ . I . ! . t1J [JO" :~. ~-:: · . l ? 

PKE-CAST PRE-CAST 
PANEL, PLAIN PANEL , SHAPE 

Metal 

~- I] 
GALVANIZED METAL SH£ET / TIN OR IRON METAL GLASS CAST IRON 

Composition Tile 

~ ~ CJ LJ[J g@ 
PU.STEI Oil ASllESTOS COIU'OSlTION 
STUCCO CEKENT SHEET SHINCLE 

Tll .. £ SU.TE 

Wood - Painted Color-------

Dormers: 
Hipped( ) Decorated( ) 

GABI.ED DORMER SHED DORMER WALL DORMER EYEBROW 

Windows - Painted Color b--__ .....;:;,_ ___ _ 

g I m 
DOUBLE-HUNG DOUBLE-HUNG DOUBLE-HUNG 
6/6 lights 12/12 lights 2/-2 lights 

cont. 



AWNING 

--u 
MULLION w/ 
TRANSOM 

HOPPER 

TRIPLE-HUNG 
8/8/8 li2hts 

HORIZ. SLIDE PALLADIAN 

~[ 
CASEMENT 

ORI_ E~ 

I 

FRIEZE 

Surrounds - Plain_))( Decorated ( ) Arch ( ) 
Pediment ( ) Shaped lintel ( ) 

Placement - Regular C>l_ Irregular ( ) 
Projecting Bays or Oriels ( ) 

Stained Glass yes( ) no(){ 
Modern Storm Windows yes~ no( ) 

Doors: 
Straignt ~ Arched ( ) Plain (If Decorated ( ) 
Modern Storm Doors yesfeJ no( ) 
Typical Storefront yes( ) no( ) 
Unusual Treatment 

Window and Door Treatments 

tr· «:N ~ 
~~:Un!"*'· v/ llOOOttDLD, DllPSTONt, or UIEL ru .. stOlll 

LlllTtt 

blU.IUTVU 

0 
IDU·CllCUUl 
er IOUllO A&Cll 

0 
sou-iur nrc.u. 
lolCll 

n 
COWTlllUOUS nu 

PUU llVTn 

!J 
nt....cuu.a 
PUlltllllT 

0 
1VDOI AIOI 

a 
STILTED ilCll 

0 
PUlll ILlr 11U 

.a tJ 1) 
llCIWrrAL ll0l£JC UHCCT 
PED19'fJfl PLDllWIT 

Ci A n 
POIM'tU Al.al OC:H AlCN 

S £CK£11t Al. 
AACH 

-0 Jl 
rut uC11 FAllLlCKT 

~ Q 
, CAlY£D l IUCI- D£COllATa> SLIP 

!:TCD LUC S 11.L SIU. 

Building Form Treatments 

1l!if 
ARCHADING 

FULL PORTICO 

PILASTER 

Miscellaneous 

~
~~ 

BUTTRESSED \./ALL 

CENTRAL PAVILION 

!!fu o pe 

Jlil 
COkBEL TABLE 

KEC~SSED PANELS HOKIZONTAL ~00 

BRACKETED 
EXPOSED RAFTERS CORNICE BOX CORNICE 

BRACKET or DRIP FINIAL 

BATTLEMENTS i HOOD, c .... er door 

COMPOSITE 

IONIC TUSCAN 

URN 

CRESTINGS 

COR!NTHIAN 

.!fi ·
~: · 

· - ~r~ 
. \Jt 

-~~ 
·~-

Other Exterior Detailing -Decorative Panels ()cf. 
Balconies ( ) Quoins ( ) 
Date Stone (JrS Porch ( ) 
String or Bell Course }<[ 

• Where were the materials used for constructio r 
obtained: (i.e. Local brick-yards, quarries, out
state suppliers, etc.) 



35 . Plan Shape-..... 

CJ lg'. lJ '\ 

UCTA»CUUA L-SKAIED 

0 ctr 0 
cuu aoss un• CIOSS CllCUU& 
-

lJ1 [fl] 
t-SllAPm U-SLU'ID 

0 ~ 
OCTAGOIW. lll£CUU& 

45. Documentation: 
Indicate what legal records, county histories, 
maps, etc., were used to document facts about the 
property: 
( )Court Records (chain of title ro abstract, etc.) 
( )County Histories 
pQOld Photographs - Location-------

Approx. Date . 
/()Newspaper Clippings - Locatio') 1f?. :2/tC(s-2 y' 3 n/)fi 

Date 5J3Qlq~ 0 
~~City Directories - Location -------
~aps (plats, atlases) - Location ____ _ 

, 36.- Changes - Addition ----------
Alteration y t.:'. ~ - H~ -f'a,_r_).. \ 2..> 
Moved ______ ..... fd_o __ _ 

37 . 

38. 

39. 

40. 
41. 

42. 

43. 

44. 

Apparent Condition - Exterior: ()S"Excellent 
i )Good 
( )Fair 
( )Deteriorated 
( )Ruins 
( )No Visible 

Remains 
Interior. ii Excellent 

~Good 
( )Fair 
( )Deteriorated 
( )Ruins 

Rennovation Underway yes( ) 
Preservation Underway yes( ) 

( )No Visible 
· Remains 
no~ 
no(t, 

Future Plans for Property --------

Endangered yes() no,C>ci By What ? ___ _ 

(N.A.) 
Distance From Road ~ Frontage on Road ~ 

· on ~~ 

Further Description of Important Fea urE 
,...,.__ ,e,.,__,__ ~ 

Is this property associated with persons, av.ants, 
development, movements, etc., significant to the 
history of the community, state, or nation ? 

e_riefllf.xplai~: ~l'A-
/ .,..""-"-- A - c, ' .• , ~ /..<:::. tJ--g 

Description of Environment and Outbuildings: 
Is property integrally associated with any vistas, 
parks, landscapes ? yes( ) n~ If yes, 
explain: · 

Environment - ~ensely Built UP 
( )Scattered Development 
()Open Land 

Surrounding Buildings - ( )Similar Period 
()4tater Period ()4Earlier Period 
N Institutional MCommercial 
( )Industrial WResldential 
tj)Other /;j_J~ 

~ --- - ~ - ' - _ _ _ _ , __ _ .. . . . ! A.LI- .- - .. ! __ ___ _ .., 
____ vi\ 

46 . 
47. 
48. 
49. 

( )Other 
Prepared By: Ga .-dnt r. )now Phone: ___ _ 
Organization: 
Date 

Date of Revision -----------

Any Other Comments or Observations: 



MISSOURI OFFICE OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION 
ARCHITECTURAUHISTORIC INVENTORY SURVEY FORM 
1. NO. 108 4. PRESENT LOCAL NAME(S) OR DESIGNATION(S) 

VARIOUS RETAIL 
2. COUNTY JASPER 

5. OTHER NAME(S) 
3. LOCATION OF POST ART JOPLIN CLUB THEATRE NEGATIVES MEMORIAL LIB. 

6. SPECIFIC LEGAL LOCATION 16. THEMATIC CATEGORY 28. NO.OF STORIES 1 
TOWNSHIP RANGE SECTION __ COMMERCIAL 
IF CITY OR TOWN, STRf±i'ADDRESS 29. BASEMENT 1~~ ~ 402-408 JOPLIN 17. DATE(S) OR PERIOD 

1891 
30. FOUNDATION MATERIAL 

7. CITY OR TOWN IF RURAL, VICINITY 18. STYLE OR DESIGN BRICK 
JOPLIN COMMERCIAL 

31. WALL CONSTRUCTION 
8. DESCRIPTION OF LOCATION 19. ARCHITECT OR ENGINEER BRICK BEARING 

32. ROOF TYPE & MATERIAL 
20. CONTRACTOR OR BUILDER FLAT 

33. NO. OF BAYS 
21. ORIGINAL USE, IF APPARENT FRONT SIDE 

THEATRE/DANCE HALL 
34. WALL TREATMENT 

22. PRESENT USE SHEET METAL 
RETAIL 

35. PLAN SHAPE SQUARE 
23. OWNERSHIP PUBLIC ~ ~ 

PRIVATE X 36. CHANGES ADDITION( l 
(EXPLAIN IN ALTERED X 

24. OWNER'S NAME AND ADDRESS N0.42) MOVED 
IF KNOWN 
RAY FURGUSON REALTY 37. CONDITION 

9. COORDINATES UTM 623-4378 INTERIOR GOOD 
LAT 8CTERIOR GOOD 
LO\G 25. OPEN TO PUBLIC YES(X) 

NO ( 38. PRESERVATION YES~) 
10. SITE( ) STRUCTUREf ~ UNDERWAY NO X) 

BUILDING( X) OBJECT 26. LOCAL CONTACT PERSON OR 
ORGANIZATION 39. ENDANGERED YES Ll 

11. ON NATIONAL YES~ 12. IS IT YES() BY WHAT N<;)( ) 
REGISTER NO ( ) B.JGIBLE NO(x 

13.PART OF YES(* 14. DISTRICT YES~) 40. VISIBLE FROM YESr) 
ESTAB. DISTRICT NO( :) POTENTIAL NO x 27. OTHER SURVEY IN WHICH PUBLIC ROAD NO) 

INCLUDED 
15. NAME OF ESTABLISHED DISTRICT 41. DISTANCE FROM AND 

FRONT AGE Q\J ROAD 
10/150 

42. FURTHER DESCRIPTION OF IMPORTANT FEATURES 
2ND & 3RD LEVEL & TOWER REMOVED, NEW SHEET METAL AND ALUMINUM STOREFRONT 
FACADE. 

43. HISTORY AND SIGNIFICANCE 

Once one of Joplin's most important auditoriums. 
Entertainers such as Eddie Cantor & John Philip Sousa performed there. 
Miners could pay with ore if they didn't have cash. 

44. DESCRIPTIOO OF ENVIRONMENT AND OUTBUILDINGS 

45. SOURCES OF INFORMATION county Histories 46. PREPARED BY 
Old Photographs - 1895 LAURA J. DERRICK 
Newspaper 1126/1891 
Citv Directories/Maos 47. ORGANIZATION 

BCCW/CASEY A/E 
RETURN THIS FORM WHEN COMPLETED TO: OFFICE OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION 1-----...------
IF ADDITIONAL SPACE IS NEEDED, ATIACH P.O. BOX 176 48. DATE 149. REVISION 
SEPARATE SHEET(S) TO THIS FORM JEFFERSON CITY, MISSOURI 65102 1 2 / 1 S / 8 7 DATE(S) 

6/20/88 

SW-AS-036-032
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7. 
8. 

9. 
10. 
11. 
12. 
13. 
14. 
15. 

IN MISTORIC SURVEY -
l( SHEET . 

Specific Location - Street A ress: 
L/CZ, -t..{CJ - ""',,;.../ Z<> -ZtZ Le.-> 4 ~ 

City _Joplin Stelte _Missouri.--'---
Description of Location: 
Sketch the plan of the 
structure; indicate out-
buildings and relation- L 

ships to street; place X -~-~~'-

at main entrance, show 
porches, lightly shade 
one-story elements 

j opU:."""-
(N.A.) 
Site ( ) 
(N.A.) 

Buildlng ~ Structure ( ) Object ( ) 

(N.A.) . 
Part of Proposed District ? yes~ no( ) 
(N.A.) 
Name of Proposed District _Joplin_Downtown_ 

16. Thematic Catagory - CommercialVRailroad ( ) 
Mining ( >' o1tier ( ) __ _ 

1 7. Date of Construction [89, · 
Period of Construction __ (N.A.) ___ _ 

·cost of Construction -------
18. Overall Architectural Aspect: 

Style _(N.A.) __________ _ 

• Is this type of structure common in the area now ? 
yes(} n6){ 

,_ -~~~~~s ty~~tr~i,~u;e common in the area in 

Architect o/v~gner. ---------

30. Foundation Type -

31. 

~=--ASHLAR STONE RUSTICATED 
STONE 

CONCRETE 
BLOCK 

Wall Construction -

HORIZONTAL, 
ROUND LOG 

WOOD FRAME 

HEWED LOG 

COURSED 

MORTISE AND 
TENON FRAME 

STONE 
BEARING-WALL 

· -. : ( ) IRON FRAME 

( ) IRON FRONT 
,.. ... -· ... J 

Contractor/Builder 
, 21~ 9ri9inal Use -a/-U}'T.'G-Q.. ZJ 44 § kc ( ) OTHER 
· ·· ...... ··subsequent Use -~ ~--·~ ! iiiiiii Ill~ · - - .JJ1LTZ...~-:...r.JJCW" 

( ) STEEL FRAME W/ 
CURTAIN WALLS 

22. Present Use - First Floor ~~/Cfi'S I c#H- ______ __. ______ ~ _____ _. 
Other .Floors · n-ed ~ 32. Roof Type -

23. Pra~~mt Ownership - Public ( ) Private)( 
24. Origin-al Owner ~~-+-w~----,....------.....------

Present Owner 'i.Ay ~s-&-Lf?#iLT'/ 
Address/Phone ~c.../37'!3 · 

25. Accessibility - Open to Public ye«· no( ) 
Restricted ye~ no( ) 

_26. al Contact Person or Organization : 
fQt. scJ Phone: C4e,~ ... '{3 7& 

Number of Stories - 1bt 2( ) 3( ) 4( ) 
rn.nt - Full ( ) Cra~I Space ( ) Partial ( ) 

None ( r ) 
h,_ - (Jµ~-12£,~ f~NbC- 5 1 

·I\-. tl.J ~ s+o J w ::tJ.- -i-o c..Jv1 S 

l . ) 

cte!ct~~~--~ 
CAlll STr.rPED r.uun llPPEO ""· ""~·' TIUllCATU llllf . 

CAILF. CAii .! CAll.l CAil.ET . NIP . ·-

HID 

SW-AS-036-032



33. 
34. 

Roof Trim -

Multiple Roof Forms-Towers ( ) 
Cupola () 

Metal Cresting ( ) 
Finials () 

Other ( ) -------
Chimney - Straddle Ridge ( ) 

Front Slope ( ) 
Side Slope ( ) 
Interior ( ) 

Number of Bays - Front __ _ 
Wall Treatment: 
Stone 

Center ( ) 
Side ( ) 
Back Slope ( ) 

Exterior ( ) 
Side __ _ 

msi D • 1221 l!q 
TOOL[D Oil SHOOTll 

POLISH DI 

lll'ICS:- F AC[!) IUISTICATUI Yt:llHICUU.TtD · lOCl-fACED OTllD 

Stone Treatment 

RANDON ASHLAR PLAIN ASHLAR 

FLINT &/OR 
COBBLE 

RUBBLE 

DJ] . 

. . . . 

STONE PANELS 

SLATE OR 
SHALE 

RUSTICATED 
ASHLAR 

RUBBLE, 
RANDOM 

SQUARED 
RUBBLE 

FIELDSTONE 

HEADER BOND FLEMISH BOND CARDEN WALL 

COMMON, OR 
ERICAN BON 

Concrete 

STRETCHER/ 
RUNNING BOND 

ENGLISH BOND 

. lJJ m· .. :· . : 
,. ;· ~· · :.:~· .- . . . . .:: ·. : .J ·~ . . _ .. ;··_. .. - ~·><: - . ~ ~ 

POURED 

Metal 

GALVANIZED 
TIN OR IRON 

BLOCK 

Composition Tile 

CAST IRON 

Wood - Painted Color -------

Dormers: 
Hipped{ ) Decorated( ) Facade( ) Sides( ) Rear( ) 

GABLED DORMER SHED DORMER WALL DORMER EYEBRO\.I 

Windows - Painted Color ___ _ 

B I m 
DOUBLE-HUNG DOUBLE-HUNG DOUBLE-HUNG 
6/6 liszhts 12/12 li2hts 2/-2 li2hts 

cont. , 
' 



it> [¢! :[ 
AWNING HOPPER CASEMENT 

ii I Iii \ 

MULLION w/ TRIPLE-HUNG 
qRIE~ TRANSOM 8/8/8 lhhts 

l 

m • ~1-n t 
l I 

,. l .; 
I 

HORIZ. SLIDE PALLADIAN FRIEZE 

Surrounds .; Plain ,,K Decorated ( ) Arch ( ) 
Pediment _CJ Shaped Lintel { ) . 

Placement • Regular ~ Irregular ( ) 
Projecting Bays or. Ori~ls ( ) 

Stained Glass yes( ) n~ . 
Modern Storm Windows yes()_ __ _n~--

Doo~: . 
Straignti"b{ Arched ( ) Plaln ( ) · Decorated ( ) 
Modern "St~ Doors yes( ) n~ 
Typical Storefront ye~ no( ) 
Unusual Treatment 

Window and Door Treatments 

0 0 cr· co lij1 
PUii STOlll 

CilYED ITOICl v/ 
llOOOHDLD, DUPSTOll!, oc UHL 

llirrlL 
llLlHD Ll WTtL 1ucr:n1 

0 t1 a tr 1) 
ntlJICULU llCMIJITAL llOlDI UHClT bU.JUTVll HJllllUT HDIKEXT PlDllWIT 

6 0 Cl ti 0 
IDtl ·CI lCUUl 1'VDOI ilCll rourno uai OCH AllCtl 

IEQtCHTAL 
H IOU~ ilCll AIOI 

0 a -0 1l 11 so11-1u1n1CAL ITILTCI> ilCll FUT ilOI 
U.OI FAHLICHT TLOUTa> 

n 0 ~ ~ J). Q 
CQlltlllVOUS SIU PUI" SLIP SILi CAlVED 4 lllACK- DECOUT£D SUP 

lTCD LUC Sill SIU 

Building Form Treatments 

11Jif 
ARCHADING 

~· 
~~ 

BUTTRESSED WALL 

;u o t 
~ 
AR~ 
CORBEL TAB 

·- 1~~ ~ 
FULL PORTICO CENTRAL PAVILION PIEfS/SPAND 

·~ 
PILASTER KEC£SSED PANELS HORIZONTAL 

Miscellaneous 

~ ~ ~ 
BRACKETED BOX CORNICT EXPOSED RAFTERS CORNICE 

BRACKET or DRIP FINIAL· ••• -;.·1 !"i• URN -·';. 

BATTLEMENTS HOOD,over door · -· caESTINGS 

is, ,. 'i -lr " - .. 
DORIC COMPOSITE 

. -~. ·~-

IONIC TUSCAN 

Other Exterior Detailing -Decorative Panels ( ) 
Balconies ( ) Quoins ( 
Date Stone ( ) Porch ( ) 
String or Belt Course ( : 

- Where were the materials used for constructic 
obtained: (i.e. Local brick-yards, quarries, ou1 
state suppliers, etc.) 



35. 

1=fl [Fil 

0 0 07? 
cua aoss un• caoss ClllCUU& 

36. Changes - Addition -..... .......... ----------
Alteration~ SZ?Je..V Q.&>4J~ 
Moved =7 nt.W -fa_ c "£iliS 

3 7. Apparent Condition - Exterior: ( )Excelle.nt 
~ood 
( )Fair 

38. 

39. 

40. 
41. 

42. 

( )Deteriorated 
()Ruins 

rf- ~~""itfNo Vi~ible 
U /"'Remains 

Interior. ( ) Excellent 
~ood 
( )Fair 
( )Deteriorated 

_ ( )Ruins 
e.f ~~~o Vi~ible 

\) . Remains 
Rennovation Underway yes( ) n~ 
Preservation Underway yes( ) n 
Future Plans for Property ~ 

Endangered yej( no() By What? /tLRJ;.A()Y . f'?'>AO 
(N.A.) I 

Distance From Road JD_ Frontage on Road /So 

Further Description of Important Features: 

43. Is this property associated with persons, events, 
development, movements, etc., significant to the · 
history of the community, state, or nation ? 
Briefly Explain: Y>-s - F~~rc 

C.:...r..1 B ~~ sk0 
44. Description of Environment and Outbuildings: 

Is property integrally associated with any vistas, 
parks, landscapes ? yes( ) n~ If yes, 
explain: 

Environment - ~nsely Built UP 
( )Scattered Development . 

. ( )Ope~La ~ (, . .L vlcl v A. 
Surr()un~~ Buildings - Similar Period- ~ff.1)-

(ipl-ater Perio ( )Earlier Period 
( )Institutional ~ommercial 
( ) Industrial ( )Residential 
( )Other 

Property la prominent within environment - ye~ 
no( I {!:?~~ 70 ~ £_) 

45. Documentation: 
Indicate what legal records, county histories, 
maps, etc., were used to document facts about the 
property: 
( )Court Records (chain of title ro abstract, etc.) 

~
aunty Histories 

Old Photographs - Location ---....---..,,.----
1(.r ' ) C' Approx. Date 1 I.; "l 2 

():lNew;;J:?aper Clippings - Location . " !A 
lt;;J..~ //<i '11 Date / -f1yt V/ • J 
~ity Directories - Location r ' '• 

iAMaps (plats; atlases) - Location ____ _ 

46. 
47. 
48. 
49. 

( )Other 
Prepared By: IS, Nt1a-£ Phone:. 1 ~I- ~oo~-
Org anizaJio:: 
Date "l/P{~ 
Date of R~vision 

Any Other Comments or Observations: 

Sa~cYTCJ·-€ 

,Qa 1 · 5 §2qos 

~~ ~ '-{~ MlrY~_,G<:,...1)5 ~£ 

;J-o'-/ (( ;'I <...."-..)£s~~ u,,.J~" J..../ 

;lo 8 '< 
,, ~/JJ 12£ /), s 7-flLC:t 

(). l 0 I , , t w~ .. A -<J e;,~;ICL:- 6a (.)I 

~cz re i'< £/IA fo 12£ tt1/r71Uc'/ 

&,,LOtr-/ c. <:?D>vi Pu/.c, y 

££ MuML-'-Q 

4 . 



MISSOURI OFFICE OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION 
ARCHITECTURAUHISTORIC INVENTORY SURVEY FORM 
1. NO. 62 4. PRESENT LOCAL NAME(S) OR DESIGNATION(S) 

2. COUNTY JASPER CENTRAL ASSEMBLY CHRISTIAN LIFE CENTER 

5. OTHER NAME(S) 
3. LOCATION OF POST ART FOX THEATRE NEGATIVES MEMORIAL LIB. 

6. SPECIFIC LEGAL LOCATION 16. THEMATIC CATEGORY 28. NO.OF STORIES 2 
TOWNSHIP RANGE SECTION ENTERTAINMENT 
IF CITY OR TOWN, STRITTADDRESS - 29. BASEMENT ~~n 415 MAIN I VIRGINIA 17. DATE(S) OR PERIOD PARTIAL 

1930 
30. FOUNDATION MATERIAL 

7. CITY OR TOWN IF RURAL, VICINITY 18. STYLE OR DESIGN CONCRETE 
JOPLIN RENAISSANCE REVIVAL 

31 . WALL CONSTRUCTION 
8. DESCRIPTION OF LOCATION 19. ARCHITECT OR ENGINEER BRICK BEARING 

32. ROOF TYPE & MATERIAL 
20. CONTRACTOR OR BUILDER FLAT 

33. NO. OF BAYS 
21. ORIGINAL USE, IF APPARENT FRONT SIDE 

THEATRE 
34. WALL TREATMENT 

22. PRESENT USE BRICK/TERRA COTT 
CHURCH 

35. PLAN SHAPE L-SHAPE 
23. OWNERSHIP PUBLIC ~ ~ 

PRIVATE X 36. CHANGES ADDITION( l 
(EXPLAIN IN AL TEAED X 

24. OWNER'S NAME AND ADDRESS N0.42) MOVED 
IF KNOWN 
CENTRAL ~SSEMBLY 37. CONDITION 

9. COORDINATES UTM 7R1.l\QR? INTERIOR GOOD 
LAT EXTERIOR GOOD 
l..0\(3 25. OPEN TO PUBLIC YES(X) 

NO ( 38. PRESERVATION 

A 

D 

10. SITE( ) STRUCTUREl ~ UNDERWAY 
YES~) 

NO X) 
BUILDING( X) OBJECT 26. LOCAL CONTACT PERSON OR 

ORGANIZATION 
11. ON NATIONAL YES~ 

REGISTER NO ( ) 
12. IS IT YES(X; 

alGIBLE NO( ) 

13.PART OF YES(~ 
ESTAB. DISTRICT NO( , 

14. DISTRICT YES~X 
POTENTIAL NO ) 27. OTHER SURVEY IN WHICH 

INCLUDED 
15. NAME OF ESTABLISHED DISTRICT NONE 

42. FURTHER DESCRIPTION OF IMPORTANT FEATURES 

MARQUIS CHANGED. 

43. HISTORY AND SIGNIFICANCE 

44. DESCRIPTION OF ENVIRONMENT AND OUTBUILDINGS 

45. SOURCES OF INFORMATION Newspaper 3/23/1980 
City Directories/Maps 

39. ENDANGERED YES~ 
BY WHAT NO( ) 

40. VISIBLE FROM YES~X) 
PUBLIC ROAD NO) 

-
41. DISTANCE FROM AND 

FRONT AGE Q\J ROAD 

46. PREPARED BY 
LAURA J. DERRICK 

47. ORGANIZATION 
BCCW/CASEY A/E 

RETURN THIS FORM WHEN COMPLETED TO: OFFICE OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION ----------
IF ADDITIONAL SPACE IS NEEDED, ATTACH P .0. BOX 176 48. DATE 149. REVISION 
SEPARATE SHEET(S) TO THIS FORM JEFFERSON CITY, MISSOURI 65102 12I1 5 I 8 7 DATE(S) 

6/20/88 

SW-AS-036-033
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··--.·-· ~ ·---~ 

JOPLIN HISTORIC SURVEY - INVENTORY SHEET 

6 . 

7. 
8 . 

9. 
10. 
11. 
12. 
13 . 
14. 
15 . 

28. 
29 . 

City 
Description I location: 
Sketch the plan of the 
structure: indicate out· 
buildings and relation· 
ships to street: place X 
at main entrance, show o .. 1.L~. 
porches, lightly shade 
one-story entrance. ···- - ···- .. ---. .1-~_._ _ _. 

(N.A.) t:.--.. 
Site ( ) Building ~ StructyN ( ) Object ( ) 
(N.A.) 
(N.A.) 
Part of Proposed District ? yes~ no( ) 
(N.A.) 
Name of Proposed District 

Aaua ITmlt IOITtC&TD IVllLI 111a 

""" ltolll 

' ~· 

31. Wall Construction • 

32. 

33. 
34. 

~' v sfJ ~· r11.11] ~ . . . . ... - . ' . --:. .. : !, . 
llOalZOtrTAL, IEV!D LDC ~Ill AllD • LL -llCJirTAL 'lllTICAL 
llCIUllll l.OC T~ nAM A.UltlC 

Multiple Roof Forms- Towers ( ) · Metal x:estlng ( ) 
Cupola ( ) -finials J.. "'-C. fJ &JL, 
Other ( ) 0 

ney -fJ'1t 4nraddle Rid_ge ( ) Center ( ) 
Front Slope ( ) Side ( ) _ ..;.,.. . 
Side Slope ( ) Back Slope ( ) 
Interior ( ) Exte~ ~l ) 

t:~. ~ ·-.' 
Number of Bays· Front __ ,_ .. _ · Side ---::... ~1 ....... ,;; l -"'; ~ <·· ~·. 
Wall Treatment: - ~~::--.>.' ~- ·- -. ,-. ~'L".'..:..i...j,i',;Ji • ~1•·;.1_· '·. 
Stone·-·:·0'., • , : ~ . • • '° ·;; :; ; -.::.c~~- i ,{;.> 

· ~ ·~· ~,; 
IAlllQI ASWLu ru11 &SIU&. ,nstt~~ ., , 

~a••_; , 
rt.llrT •IOI. ILATI C111 IVllU, 
COllLI SllAU M11DG1t 

cm ~"'*'-. cvt n1111r., 1mm1 
IAlllW1tl COOllSF.11 

Brick Patterns • 

\ 

SW-AS-036-033



Concrete 

ttJ ~· . (1J 
POlllD llJ!r.11 PH-CAIT 

PAll!I., Pt.Al' 

Metal 

Composition Tile 

[]] 
nl-CAIT 
run.. surn OT11R 

~ 
CDMPOSITIOll 
ftlllCU 

-

OT11D 

~r4.:.....w......:.o~o~d_--,P~a~ln~t~ed:_C~o~l~o~r-=========;:=====---~--------. 

aw ~ WJS §3 §3 
UITfr.Al 
IOAID I UTTF.11 

Dormers: 
Hipped () 
Decorated ( ) 
Facade ( ) 
Sides ( ) 
Rear ( ) 

AWlllC W11rrt11 

SllfllCt.I CLAPIOAID 

J: ~ &'.r& > CAlll.DI ~ SlllD ICIDlat VAU. DMW!ll 

Color --------

Surrounds - Plain ( ) Decorated'( ) Arch ( ) 
Pediment ( ) Shaped Lintel ( ) 

Placement - Regular ( ) Irregular ( ) 
Projecting Bays or Oriels ( ) 

Stained Glass yes( ) no( ) -
Modern Storm Windows yes( ) no( ) 

Doors: 

l,,,IT 
llUTWDIOAD 

• ITUIOlf 

Straignt ( ) Arc.hed ( ) Plain ( ) Decorated ( ) 
Modem Storm Doors yes~ no( ) 

Typical Storelront yes~ no( >.j, · :6 
r./ Unusual Treatment -;I.14 c Q <:< !'lff'B 
Ur-~,.~ ti ..S 0 V(',...~ ~t( ~~to · 

Window and Door Treatme ts -

cr 0 o · ©. ~ CAIYF..n STOlll v/ 
PLAI• ~Tnllr. 

~""''-" l . llrTF.l llUCU:TS llOOClflOUI, DllPI~, •~ I.AID. 
Llllttl 

0 n 0 tr Cl 
l:llTAlll.A""'f. 

TafU.:Ul.All SIQ!DrfAL llOllDI 
LAllCft rntllWllT PDlftmrf PIDltlDIT 

·a CJ D 6- n 
SfMf -C 111'.l'l.AI 

T1mna AIOI rotllTU Aioi 
lllll:llllrTAL 

,., IN'll""' AllCll DCU AICll AICll 

35. 

36. 

37 . 

0 a 0 _I_ 11 lfJlf•tllU'TTCAI. 
AICll STILTf..11 AICJI rt.AT AICll 

FAllLIClrT TUllATD 

n 0 g A Q 
C'OllTlllUOUI llU. M.Alll ~I.Ir Sii.i. ".Alll I.UC llU CAHDI I IUCI!• HalUTDI ILIP 

nm U1G 11u. llU 

Building Form Treatments 

~ ii -
JISJ Jii ltll 

AllCllADlllC "'TTU:Sllm VAi.i. cour.1. TAii.i PILASTl:I HCISIDI PAlllU 
r-

~ - Bi ~IL 
"1U rollTICO C!llTaAl PHfllOll rrus1sra11t111ns llOlllDllTAL 11111111 

OT'lll 

Miscellaneous 

~ ~ ~ w 1f 
111.AClf.TrJI 

IATTUJlllrTS UP'n5m unr.H COllllCr. llOll8.-r•-

[l A ~ 
aua:n .. r M IP rt•fAI. CIUTlllCI OT'lll 

tJ i · i i i 
DOllC CllfW'OSITI QlllllftlAll •••c mcu 

Other Exterior Detailing • Decorative Panels M 
Balconies ( ) Quoins ( ) 
Date Stone ( ) Porch ( ) 

. _ ·- _ String or Beh Course ( ) 
• Wher• were the materials used for construction obtained: 
(i.e. local bric,k-yards, ~uarries, out-of-state sup iers, et 

.. 't_ y-,,, --
Plan S_hape 

D D ~ 
UCTAr.llUI SQUAii! L-lflArD T·SllAPD 

0 ctr 0 0 
Clttl DOii l.ATlll CIOSS ct Ian.All OCT'°*"'-

Changes - Addltio~· 

Alteration 0 ff c r $ 
Moved 

Apparent Condition - Exterior: ( )Excellent 
NGood 
( )Fair 
( )Deteriorated 

()Ruins 

1-lllAPD 

~ 
IUICllUI 

( )No Visible Remains 
Interior. ~ Excellent 

()Good 
( )Fair 
( )Deteriorated 
()Ruins 
()No Visible Remains 



38. 

40. 
41. 

(N.A.) / ,.._(). ('1')0.0 """" 1-, ~ 
Distance From Road ~ Frontlage on Ro.,~ 

43. Is this property associated with persons, events, development, 
movements, etc., significant to the history of tf community,'fi, ..ri'"·iii;_fl B!:ly Explai~: 'f <;. 

0 
/ L 1 C .:. G 

ai ~ ?§ &nnWJ:t!u;_ l-~ 

4 4 . Description of Environment and Outbuildings: 

45. 

46. 
H. 
48. 
49. 

Is property Integrally associated with any vistas, 
parks, landscapes ? yes( ) n~ If yes, explain: 

Environment • )(tDensely Built UP 
( )Scattered Development 
()Open Land 

Surrounding Buildings -~Similar Period 
( )later Period ~Earlier Period 
( )lnstltulional ~)Commercial 
( )Industrial ( )Residential 

( )Other -------
Property Is prominent within environment - yes~ no( ) 
Documentation: 
Indicate what legal records, county histories, maps, etc., were 
used to document facts about the property: 
( )Court Records (chain of title ro abstract, etc.) 
( )County Histories 
( )Old Photographs • Location ----------

Approx. Date _· ___ _ 
MNewspaper Clippings - Location-A)'~ tfl r · Date~/~ .. :7;>/9D 
t4c1ty Directories • ~ocation\{;1 

(~aps (plats. atlases) - Location -------
( )Other 
Prepared By: 'Rb L; ~ t--f t;, s m)'tr, Phone ,8 , _ c. I } I 
Organlzalipn: 
Oat~ ~ f ~"1 
Date of Revision 

Any Other Comments or Observations: 

1) T'~ c "1A.L~ cm }1~ St. Lw<i 
t..1J.S {;-L). ~~-lJ .lu 6.... ,;; _s hJ ~1.HZ.k... 
ht.ucJ1;J~ s~ . i [µ_LLJ.j 6.-ho u± I ( <t 3 



JOPLIN HISTORIC SURVEY -
DIRECTIVE FOR INVENTORY SHEETS 

1 . Not Applicable. 
2. Given. 
3. Not Applicable. 
4. Any name the property is known by in the 

community or building name. 
- 5. Any person or thing associated with the 

building and events which took place there. 
6. Street Address. 
7. Given. 
8. If property is not located on Sanborn Map, 

draw general outline following the instruc
tions on the inventory sheet. Also show 
assumed property lines. 

9. Not Applicable. 
1 o. Site - Location of a significant event, historic 

occupation or activity, building or 
structure-whether standing, ruined, or 
vanished; location itself possesses historical, 
cultural, or archeological value. 
Building - A building such as a house, barn, 
church, hotel, or similar construction 
created to shelter any form of human 
activity. 
Structure - Building constructed for purposes 
other than creating shelter. (Such as a 
bridge.) 
Object - Construction which is primarily 
artistic in nature or is relatively small in 
scale and simply ·constructed. 

1 1 . Not Applicable. 
1 2. Not Applicable. 
1 3. Is the building being inventoried within the 

boundaries on the survey map? 
14. Not Applicable. 
15. Given. 
1 6. Which of these catagories describe the 

building's function? 
1 7. When was the building constructed? 

How much did it cost to build. 
18. Not Applicable. 
1 9. Who d.;;si911&d the building? 
20. Who built the building? 
21 . What was the building's original function. 

what was it used for? (retail, office, etc.) 
What was it used for in the time after initial 
construction to the present? 

2 2. What is it used for today? 
23. Is the building owned by a private individual 

or a public entity? 
2 4. Names of Owners. 

25. Is the building accessible at any time, are 
parts of it only open certain hours or at all? 

26. Who can be contacted to see the building if 
needed? 

2 7. Not Applicable. 
28. How many floors does the building have? 
29. What type of basement does it have, it any? 
3 O. Mark the appropriate foundation type. 
31 . Mark the appropriate wall construction. 
32. Mark the appropriate roof type/trim/forms 

(if any}/chimney{if any). 
33. Denote the number of bays between structural 

columns. 
34. Mark the appropriate wall treatment, 

window/door type/treatment. 
3 5. Mark the appropriate plan configuration. 
3 6. Have there been any changes made to the 

building since its initial construction? 
3 7. What kind of condition is the building in now? 
38. Is the building currently being restored? 

What plans (if any) are being made 
concerning the building. (i.e. Restoration, 
Renovation, Remodeling. etc.) 

3 9. Is the building going to be torn down, moved, 
or inappropriately renovated? Why? 

4 O. Not Applicable. 
41. How far is the building from the street curb 

and what is the length of its frontwall? 
4 2. Are there any other details about the building 

that should be documented? 
43. What is the building's history? 
4 4. How does the immediate area affect the 

building? 
45. Where did the information come from? 
4 6. Who filled out the inventory form? 
4 7. What organization (if any) are they associated 

with? · · 
48. What date was the inventory started? 
49. What date. was the inventory amended or 

revised? 
If there are any questions concerning any part of the 
inventory sheet please contact: 

Leslie Simpson Laura Derrick 
Post Art Library BCCW/Casey Arch. 
Joplin Public Library 705 Woodruff Bldg. 
782-5419 Springfield, Mo 65806 

869-0719 
If there are any comments or suggestions concerning 
the layout or information on the inventory sheets 
please let us know so it can be revised. 
If some of the information on the sheets is unfamiliar 
or the answer is unavaiable make a note 
of this on the sheet where the questions occur. 



MISSOURI OFFICE OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION 
ARCHITECTURAUHISTORIC INVENTORY SURVEY FORM 
1. NO. 27 4. PRESENT LOCAL NAME(S) OR DESIGNATION(S) 

JASPER 
THE EMPRESS 

2. COUNTY 
5. OTHER NAME(S) 

3. LOCATION OF POST ART - PHILADELPHIA CANDY/HIPPODROME THEATRE 
NEGATIVES MEMORIAL LIB. 

6. SPECIFIC LEGAL LOCATION 16. THEMATIC CATEGORY 28. NO.OF STORIES 2 
TOWNSHIP RANGE SECTION __ COMMERCIAL 
IF CITY OR TOWN, STRE"E"l""ADDRESS 29. BASEMENT YES~ ~ 
520 MAIN 

17. DATE(S) OR PERIOD NO X 
1909 

30. FOUNDATION MATERIAL 
7. CITY OR TOWN IF RURAL, VICINITY 18. STYLE OR DESIGN 

JOPLIN COMM. RENNAISS. RE VIV AL 
31 . WALL CONSTRUCTION 

8. DESCRIPTION OF LOCATION 19. ARCHITECT OR ENGINEER BRICK BEARING 

32. ROOF TYPE & MATERIAL 
20. CONTRACTOR OR BUILDER FLAT 

33. NO. OF BAYS 
21 .. 0RIGINAL USE, IF APPARENT FRONT SIDE 

CANDY STORE 
34. WALL TREATMENT 

22. PRESENT USE BRICK W/QUOINS 
GIFT SHOP 

35. PLAN SHAPE RECTANG 
23. OWNERSHIP PUBLIC ~ ~ 

PRIVATE X 36. CHANGES ADDITION! l 
(EXPLAIN IN AL TEAED 

24. OWNER'S NAME AND ADDRESS N0.42) MOVED 
IF KNOWN 
CARDINAL SCALES 37. CONDITION 

9. COORDINATES UTM MWF 10-2 782-1985 INTERIOR EXCELLENT 
LAT EXTERIOR EXCELLENT 
LCX\G 25. OPEN TO PUBLIC YES(X) 

NO ( ) 38. PRESERVATION YES() 
10. SITE( ) STRUCTURE( ~ UNDERWAY NO(X) 

BUILDING( X) OBJECT( 26. LOCAL CONTACT PERSON OR 
ORGANIZATION 39. ENDANGERED YES () 

11. ON NATIONAL YES~ 12. IS IT YES(X, BECKY WHILER-CARVER BY WHAT NO(X) 
REGISTER NO ( ) 8JGIBLE NO() 782-1985 

13.PART OF •YES( i 14. DISTRICT YES~X 40. VISIBLE FROM YES~X) 
ESTAB. DISTRICT NO( ) POTENTIAL NO ) 27. OTHER SURVEY IN WHICH PUBLIC ROAD NO ) 

INCLUDED 
15. NAME OF ESTABLISHED DISTRICT NONE 41 . DISTANCE FROM AND 

FRONT AGE Q'\J ROAD 
10/25 

42. FURTHER DESCRIPTION OF IMPORTANT FEATURES 
FRONT ENTRANCE MOVED IN 1978, MAIN FACADE ON FIRST LEVEL COVERED WITH SIDING 
AND EXISTING DOOR/WINDOWS REPLACED. 

43. HISTORY AND SIGNIFICANCE 

44. DESCRIPTION OF ENVIRONMENT AND OUTBUILDINGS 

45. SOURCES OF INFORMATION 46. PREPARED BY 
LAURA J. DERRICK 

47. ORGANIZATION 
BCCW/CASEY A/E 

RE11.JRN THIS FORM WHEN COMPLETED TO: OFFICE OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION ..----------
IF ADDITIONAL SPACE IS NEEDED, AITACH P.O. BOX 176 48. DATE 149. REVISION 
SEPARATE SHEET(S) TO THIS FORM JEFFERSON CITY, MISSOURI 65102 12 I 15 I 8 7 DATE(S) 

LE 

SW-AS-036-034





JOPLIN HISTORIC SURVEY -
INVENTORY SHEET 

1. · Inventory Number li.CN.A.)_ 
2. County _Jasper __ 
3. (N.A.) 

Present local Name(s) . or Designation(s): 
--C~JL- ;:;-.,,..__ rR <) 5 . . . 
Other HistJfic Name(s) or Event(s): 

4. 

5. ·_ 
-,) \...,.J I ' Ll c ,.j ' I I o -'f7 ~ ' t - I a~\ p pt ·ta._ 11.1'\l.\ ~, ..._, "/~ t"!ct_ ,:Jc1&y--C ,'l..). . .. --

v ' : \ 

6. Specific Location - Street Address: 
5~ xY\a_\ f'\ . 

7. 
8. 

9. 
, 0. 

11. 
12. 
13. 
14. 
15. 

16. 

18. 

19. 
20. 
21. 

22. 

23. 
24. 

25. 

26. 

27 . 

City _Joplin __ _ State _Missouri __ _ 
Description of Location: 
Sketch the plan of the 
structure; indicate out
buildings and relation
ships to street; place X 
at main entrance, show 
porches, lightly shade - --·--;Mt_-:;-·--· .. --- rJ 
one-story elements .S ._ _______ ___. 

(N.A.) 
Site ( ) 
(N.A.) 
(N.A.) 

Building v) Structure ( ) Object ( ) 

Part of Proposed District ? yes<.;1 no( ) 
(N .A.) 
Name of Proposed District _Joplin_Downtown_ 

Thematic Catagory - Commercial M Railroad ( ) 
Mining { ) Other ( ) __ _ 

Date of Construction 19 09 ? -~ 1··,c te... 
Period of Construction _(N.A.) ___ _ 

Cost of Construction -------
Overall Architectural Aspect: 
Style _(N.A.) ___________ _ 

- Is this type of structure common In the area now ? 
yes( ) no( ) 

- Was this type · of- structure common in the area in 
the past? yes( ) no( ) 

Architect or Designer ---------
Contractor/Builder 
Original Use Co..~ ~ t-e 
Subsequent Use _·:!11~~: u::t=-ir~c...ii:;__,...,.._-----
Present Use • First Floor ~\ q:5~0 

Other Floors __ i_• __ \_, ___ _ 

Present Ownership - Public ( ) Priyate ( ) 
Original Owner ~l\-~ les ff\o...r=v' ~ ( n o i €... I ) 
Present Owner '9 vc\ \po \ Sc el 1.05 
Address/Phone 1 "- ' .. ' - • · •. , b ' , -· . \ J~a.-fSS'5 
Accessibility - Open to Public yes( ) ' no( ) 

Restricted yes( ) no( ) 
. ~ Contact person or Organization : 
~4.,.. uJ~ -(fl.,.,v-u Phone: ]8 ci - i1Y. 5 
(N.A.) __, 

28. Number of Stories - 1 ( ) 2('-'i 3( ) 4( ) __ 
29 . Basement - Full ( ) Crawl Space ( ) Partial () 

None{-..( · 

- - -
30. Foundation Type -

~ a Ii 
ASHLAR STONE RUSTICATED RUBBLE 

- STONE STONE 

ii ~ -BRICK CONCRETE COURSED 
BLOCK RllRRl E 

31 . Wall Construction -

HORIZONTAL, 
ROUND LOG 

WOOD FRAME 

FRAMING 

( ) OTHER 

32. Roof Type -

tWISAlll l[l.L-C>.ST SALTIOI 
IWISJ.lD 

v . -
. 

HEWED LOG MORTISE AND 
TENON FRAME 

BRICK STONE 
BEARING-WALL BEARING-WALL 

VERTICAL 
PLANKS 

( ) IRON FRAME 

( ) IRON FRONT 

( ) STEEL FRAflE W/ 
CURTAIN WALLS 

SUD 

1 
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Roof Trim -

Multiple Roof Forms-Towers ( ) 
Cupola () 

Metal Cresting ( ) 
Finials () 

Other ( ) -------
<;_;himney - Straddle Ridge ( ) Center (} 

Side ( ) ~ Front Slope ( ) 
Side Slope ( ) 
Interior ( ) 

Back Slope ( ~ 
Exterior (V) 

33. 
4. 

Number of Bays - Front __ _ Side __ _ 

Wall Treatment: 
Stone 

D -. l!lq 
NATUlAL SAWN 

TOOLtD Ol 
MIJ9f!HD 

POLISH CD 

IUCIC - FACl:D lUSTICATl:D YllHICULATl:D aoa-rACm onu 

Stone Treatment 

8~ 
.. . . . 

. . . 

··;.·. : :·.:''. ··' 

RANDON ASHLAR PLAIN ASHLAR 

FLINT &/OR 
COBBLE . 

RUBBLE 

·· · . . . 

STONE PANELS 

SLATE OR 
SHALE 

RUSTICATED 
ASHLAR 

RUBBLE, 
RANDOM 

SQUARED 
RUBBLE 

~ 
FIELDSTONE 

. -

• II B 
HEADER BOND FLEMISH BOND CARDEN WALL --- -/. L I . 

/ 

• 
l . 

l 

' . 
l I . 

L • . l 
• -::I . 

" COMMON..r OR STRETCHER/ 
AMERICAN BOND RUNNING BOND ENGLISH BOND 

Concrete 

POURED BLOCK PRE-CAST PRE-CAST 
PANEL, PLAIN PANEL, SHAPED 

Metal 

~-GALVANIZED META' stt~Er · / TIN OR IRON AM ~ METAL CLASS CAST IRON 

Composition Tile 

6@m CJ rJJ ~ 
PUSTEl oa ASBESTOS COHJ'OS 1 Tl OM 

SLATE TIL[ 
STUCCO CEHEHT S11££T SHltlCL£ 

Wood - Painted Color ______ _ 

Dormers: 

SPLIT 
llUTllUIOl.IJ> 

OTHO 

Hipped( ) Decorated( ) Facade( ) Sides( ) Rear( ) 

~ ~ > 
~-
~ ~ 
~ 

~ ~ 
GABLED DORMER SHED DORMER WALL DORMER EYl::BROW 

Windows - Painted Color 

a I I m 
DOUBLE-HUNG DOUBLE~HUNG DOUBLE-HUNG 
6 6 li hts 12/12 11 hts 2/2 li hts 

cont. 
2 
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'1 

c:; .... 

~ rfP [ 
-

AWNING HOPPER CASEMENT 

-u .. I Iii 
MULLION w/ TRIPLE-HUNG ORIEL 
TRANSOM 8/8/8 liizhts 

m • 
l 

~~l t 
HORIZ. SLIDE PALLADIAN FRIEZE 

Surrounds • Plain ( ) Decorated ( ) Arch ( ) 
Pediment ( ) Shaped Lintel ( ) . 

Placement • Regular ( ) Irregular ( ) 
Projecting Bays or Ori~ls ( ) 

Stained Glass yes( ) no( ) 
Modern Storm Windows yes( ) no( ) 

Doors: 
Straignt ( ) Arched ( ) Plain ( ) Decorated ( ) 
Modern Storm Doors yes( ) no( ) 
Typical Storefront yes( ) no~ 
Unusual Treatment 

Window and Door Treatments 

1l 0 o· (}) 111 
PUii STOICI 

UIV£D ITONl v/ llOODttOUI, DllPSTON!, or UHL 

LIWTn 
lllUC LlllTlL ILi.CUTS ./ 

Q t1 a (~ £1 
bTl.IUTVU 

nlAJICUUI llCKVCTAL llOICJI ~ LAHC£T 
PLDINlllT PEDIKVIT PlDllWIT~.:tt-.,,: ~ 

0 0 C1 6 0 
IDll·CllCVUl 

TVOOI AIOI POIMTU> ASCII ocn ua1 s [C"[JIT Al. 

er ·~~CV All:ll 

~-
... , 

11 f o )_a or j_ 
~.,D .. -llllMlCAL 

ua_ ..... UlLTLD ilCll FUT ilCH 
fAJCLICllT n.oun:u 

Jl 0 tr A Q 
CDWTllUOUS nu PUii SLIP SILi PU.IN LUC SIU CUV£D ' UACI- DCCOkATCD SLIP 

/ tTU> LUC Sll.l SIU. 

Building Form Treatments 

jlJi! 
ARCHAOING 

~. 
~~ 

BUTTRESSED WALL 

sit" QC 

JllL 
COllBEL TABLE 

·-ii~ .Piesl. 
FULL PORTICO CENTRAL PAVILION Pl. "/SPANDRELS 

PILASTER HEC~SSED PANELS HORIZONTAL ~000 

Miscellaneous 

~ 
a. 

~ ~·~ 
BRACKETED BOX CORNICE EXPOSED RAFTERS CORNICE 

~ A i 
BRACKET or DRIP FINIAL URN 

I 

1l 
~ 

w ~ ~ ~ lU.1 ... GX" ... 
-

BATTLEMENTS HOOD,over door CRESTINGS 

~- i i 
DORIC COMPOSITE CORINTHIAN 

i ti• . •"J 

-,~ 

-: .... 
\ri.f 
¥1i' 
. 't 
~. I 

IONIC TUSCAN 

Other Exterior Detailing -Decorative Panels ( ) 
r, _;, '...,o. I r:• ~o r· r_ ' ~ (} :::: k Balconies ( ) Quoins ( ) 

Date Stone ( ) Porch ( ) 
String or Belt Course ( ) 

- Where were the materials used for construction 
obtained: (i.e. Local brick-yards, quarries, out-o l 
state suppliers, etc.) 



I --
35. Plan Shape 

TI (~/ D ~ l]l ._ J[i]. 
lqG£ll L•SKAID t-lllUD U-lllUD 

0 ctr 0 0 07? 
:I •' 

:i 

' I 
I 

cua aoss LAnl C&Oll Cl&alU& OCIM:OIW. uu.c:uu.a 

36. Changes Addition 

37. 

Alteration ----------
Moved -----------

Apparent Condition • Exterior: ~Excellent 
()Good 
( )Fair 
( )Deteriorated 
( )Ruins 
( )No Visible 

Remains 
Interior: (;;4 Excellent 

()Good 
I :c.r18 

:'. \ 'Y ( )Fair 
1 ~ ·' t . . ·. -. -.. ~· -

( )Deteriorated 
( )Ruins 

38. 

39. 

40. 
41. 

42. 

\ . 
y-e,\ vvcr : ).J..)j .)_j 

( )No Visible 
· Remains 

Rennovation Underway yes() no(;<) 
Preservation Underway yes( ) no()/) 
Future Plans for Property ®%Lct- t-O)'\uve.. 
-s ; tl: f\ .0 . +1 'V '~ k .d; e d -e r, or 
Endang~red yes( ) no()O By What ? ___ _ 

(N.A.) 
Distance From Road E._._ Frontage on Road <XS-

Furt~er D,scription .of Important Features: 
~Q.t._ a e t..f:J"<" a_:f I Le be ; C.~ uJ9'ff (. 

43. Is this property associated with persons, .events, 
development, movements, etc., significant to the · 
history of the community, state, or nation ? 
Briefly Explain: 

44. Description of Environment and Outbuildings: 
Is property integrally associated with any vistas, 
parks, landscapes ? yes( ) not4' If yes, 
explain: 

Environment - (){Densely Built UP 
i( fScattered Development 
()Open Land 

Surrounding Buildings -)1Similar Period 
( )Later Period ( )Earlier Period 
( )Institutional )4.Commercial 
( )Industrial ( )Residential 
( )Other 

Property is prominent within environment - yes( ) 
no( ) 

45. 

46. 
47. 
48. 
49. 

Documentation: 
Indicate what legal records, county histories, 
maps, etc., were used to document facts about the 
property: 
( )C~urt Records (chain of title ro abstract, etc.) 
( )County Histories 
( )Old Photographs - Location -------

Approx. Date ____ _ 
( · )Newspaper Clippings - Location ____ _ 

Date-----
(\1"Clty Directories - Location -------
(\..}'Maps (plats, atlases) • Location ____ _ 
( )Other 
Prepared By:C.,,l.w~4er1 Phone: ___ _ 
Organization: _____ 0 _______ _ 

Date q - t' -Z 
Date of Revision -----------

Any Other Comments or Observations: 
1 J 1\0+ C r\ !(! C'(f;. ; • '( ._,.,. . I ·~ +- tLL·i.:.L _ .. 1 .' {) ..-J .i_ .(~ . ,J 
~ cl_; v (; e:h>< u 1 1 ~·: , :-- - I ci 1 ,. - ;.) 1 ( 10 · i.. l '.. ; '"-
C ~ "'ay 0(}_::: L.h~v'if:., ·:";-·;,1 ~, . : _ - - _._ _ , ., . 

.... ( . 

; \) +f' e ~)OJ r 011 (., l):_t;L_v I I c, If - I ci : t '-~dC 
ni_ tu..' V\ vJ a..$ ~ u tJ b "- ,,. C f D '5:~-J- (~ '--, u..: -\ i-o 

I , ,J • - ' \,.} 
G{_ LJ..LL q t"""l-U-<. i ·Y'. o:f- 5 / 7 - j; :_ .J,4-1_ .. ( ! ,,- •· .: 1~ ·. 

I 

. -... 



agreed on any date he set, just so they saw the exhibition. 
Ti waited until a real cold spell struck and the lake froze 
over. Tl).en Ti drove that golf ball out across the ice-and 
it is probably still going! 

Everyone bet him on that one 

184 

"LOOK MA-TWO HANDS!" 

0 NE OF JOPLIN'S favorite sons was Percy Wenrich, "the 
music man" of his ,' generation who helped to link ragtime 
with the rhythms that later grew out of it. He also was a 
bridge between the old way of life in the free-swinging 
mining camp and the fast-moving tempo of modern times, 
since his life spanned the era from 1880 until 1952. 

When he was a teenager, Percy Wenrich became a 
member of his own "beat" generation-those who believed 
in the ragtime beat. He played the piano nimbly, and often 
played sheet music for customers at the old J. Frank Wil
liams music store, the location of Ernie Williamson's store 
in the 1960's. He and his friend Reuben (Rube) Stone sat 
at pianos placed back to back and hammered out the melo
dies on the old uprights. Percy's favorite was "Bunch of 
Blackberries;" every time he played it, he began humming 
and felt the urge to write songs of his own. 

"Rube" Stone was a public entertainer well-known in 
the mining district. Stone and his friend from Miami, 
Oklahoma, Holt Hurst, often gave programs at the old Club 
Theatre at Fourth and Joplin Streets. Percy Wenrich, a 
more-than-interested bystander, in later years stored a 
horde of his compositions in the corner tower of that struc
ture. Bob Darch, the rag-time piano player whom Joplin 
took to its heart in the 1960's, had the old floors and walls 

135 



Joplin Printin« Co., 5th between. Wall and Joplin Streets, in 1890's 

James H. Worth Block, showin« Keystone Bar and Donehoo Drugstore Club Theatre, 4th and Joplin 



56 THE STORY OF JOPLIN 

necting the two Main Streets, like old-time fish markets, 
needed no signs. The odor from stale beer was supple
mented by that from Star tobacco boxes used for 
cuspidors and filled with filthy sawdust, which advertised 
the occupancy for some distance. Some bars had brass 
rails for resting feet encased in buckled shoes; and most 
had back bar mirrors decorated with female figures 
by some tramp artist. The usual filthy bull-pen was in 
the rear. A danc;:e room connection was afforded by 
one,' especially, which gave a decided western mining 
camp atmosphere, ~vhere a rough sort of dancing was 
indulged in. ' 

The Bottoms saloons were not the "genteel" places 
of today where ladies may sit on stools at the bar and sip 
highballs; or in dark booths to be served by uniformed 
waitresses bringing hard drinks; no Sireel True, in a 
bar or two along Broadway, or in the "tougher" grog 
shops in East Town or West Town, there were some 
women who danced with men, some women in rouge 
and large hats with strich plumes and shiny black satin 
skirts. They were · ot gi~e~~~t~~h~. titk:-, ~f :. ':hoste_s.ses,'' 
but were there for · e same purpose-to increase hquor 
consumption. No JU-respecting woman entered such 
a place or looked .. :'.: at way ~hen she rode by in her 
buggy or carriage. r". 

THE BLACK PEPPER DANCE 

The public dance hall on Broadway was of box con-
'· struction of rough boards. One Saturday nighL when 

the pine board floors clattered with the dancing of 
many feet, several boys, who later became prominent in 
Joplin, watching through a knot-hole, decided to have 1 

··:: 
,\ 

'1 

THE EIGHTIES BRING BRIGHTER DAYS 51 
some fun. They secured a gas pipe, filled it with black 
pepper and inserted the pipe through a knot-hole. The 
boy with the most wind gave it a blow, and much sneez
ing ensued. The place was cleared until the pepper 
settled. Renewed da~ng .disturbed the pepper and 
there was renewed sne&ing. 

JoHNSON's VARIETY Snow ON BROADWA- . 
1 

This amuscmc11L h~l provi<lc<l a cheap vaudcvilk 
show of song and dan.,. numbers. Occasionally a bur
lc:sque troupe from St.JLouis acted before the brilliant 
kerosene footlights, replaced later 'With more brilliant 
gas jets; burnt cork artists, Indian club swingers, slack 
iope walkers, banjo pickers and German bands enter
tained. It was a bad place for decent people, because 
many women who frequented the vaudeville reddened 
their cheeks with rouge and penciled their eye brows. 
They were even seen there in red petticoats or red 
scarfs, or red basques. It was a "sure sign" if a woman 
wore bright red in plljc in th~ seventies or eighties. 
As if this were not en gh, the "hussies" on the stage, 
in the amusement em .· ium, were bold enough to ap
pear in knee length s · ~ts and whirled about showing 
a glimpse of lace on white muslin undergarments. The 
wife and mother saw to it that the men folks stayed at 
home the night the burlesque was billed, because tht; 
advertisements showed the stage parade led by a rather 
husky dame in a disl' .· 1ceful costume of full-length 
black tights. Makes 01i::ii 

1
' udder to think of it. 

Dutch Em's resort ! ·., tdestroyed by fire in the eight
ies. A ludicrous story 1:. old of her running out of the 
building in a Mother;ll{ubbard carrying a pillow and 
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CHRISTMAN'S DEPARTMENT STORE- 1948 
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JOPLIN IN THE GAY NINET1:£S 87 
standing collar and ascot tie, or a white bow with pink 
flowers embroidered at each tapered end. He wore a 
stiff bosomed shirt, which was pulled over his head. 
or a pleated bosom s :rt with detached cuffs, a fancy 

' « 
vest and sack coat wit ;rmall lapels. His trousers may 
have been spring-bott .

1 

gray stripe and his shoes high 
buttoned leather. H '· ore kid gloves. His hat, a 

lk'\ 

"cadey," or derby, saln~t an angle on the southwest 
corner of his head go 

1 
north. If he could, and had 

luck, he grew a cute Ii . ~ musta~he, curled and waxed 
at the ends. . ·:I 

If today you saw '-" !~~young man and young lady 
crossing the lobby of tl1, l/ ::onnor dressed like the above, 
wouldn't they attract !f.'Pur attention? Such did ap
pear in the lobbies of the Keysto~e and the old Joplin 
Hotel. 

The sentimental atmosphere of the Nineties was 
fanned and kept alive, as the melodious sentimental 
songs were ~hown on the curtain with colored slides 
in fhe Club Theatr~1·· he ~inger stood beside the 
Cur~ain and sang eacli :·. · rd distinctly. The most pop· 
ula

1

r songs were: Aft<? , e Ball, Two Little G[rls in 
Blue, Just as the Sun~';' ent. down, Daisy, or On a 
Bicycle Built for Two, On the Banks of the Wabash, 
I was Happy Till I Met You, The Girl I L~ft in 
Sunny T~nnessee, She Mya Have Seen Better Days, In 
the Good Old Summer Time, The Fatal Wedding, 
Kiss and Let's Make ''' ' .'f' Won't You Be My Sweet
heart, and She Was 0 ~ 1a Bird in a Gilded Ca.ge. Two 
other popular songs ~ 't ;so sentimental were There'll ., 
Be a Hot Time in th . ~ l~d Town Tonight and Ta Ra 

Boom Deay. I "I! 
. i! 

!i 
t1 

--



I IO THE STORY OF JOPLI'N 

/ Joplin put on long pants about 1917 during Worl<l 
War I. There was a great awakening of civic pride and 
a desire to do big things in a big way to get away from 

\ . 
.. small town stuff." 

Civic clubs began to appear and train men for c.ivic 
work; first Rotary, then Kiwanis, Lions, Cooperative 
the Real Estate Board, Junior Chamber of Commerce 
and the reorganized Senior Chamber of Commerce. 

Women, too, got the civic fever and organized many 
clubs; notably, the Business and Professional Women, 
Soroptomists and Credit Women. Each of the men's 
dubs had a women's auxiliary. Numerous other organ
izations were active in promoting the best interests of 
the city, its social life, and its culture, in which all co
operated/ It is pleasant to recall that Jopliq has grown 
big enough to have room for all, and work for all; and 
that there has been no rivalry or ill-feeling the past 
twenty-five years among these organizations. 

The first important job of long pants Joplin was the 

successful camp~ig 1 ass~~f~~i · }~P,lifl 1~£ .a' credita~1le Y.~.C.A. plant, est : ateff\~011 r. 1Hcf~f ff~ p~esen;t st;lj1d· 
ards, $500,000. T~ .. wak . the~~; ~~t' oi~ ·~rive, for funds 
for a civic enterpri ,' Froril lherJ on s'<l.tcess after success 
followed the launc '· ~ ng of campaigns for civic and char
ity needs, war work' and bond drives. 

Citizens were responsive in subscribing stock in as
suring Joplin of the Fox Theatre, Joplin National Bank 
office building, Connor Hotel Annex, Joplin's truck-in 
stock yards and other enterprises. 

Several loyal citizens, during the depressio~.., before 
bank deposit insurance, took over depreciated bank 
paper, preventing a crisis. One man put up a half 
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Joplin has had many nicknames since its founding in 1873. It has been 
called the "Klondike of the Ozarks and the City that Jack Built" because of 
its humble beginning as a mining camp. But this ramshackle boom town 
quickly evolved into a cosmopolitan city, known all overthe world for its 
elegant hotels and stately public buildings. 

Throughout the first half of the Twentieth Century, Joplir,1 was dubbed 
the "Crossroads of America," because of the major railroads that intersected 
it, then later due to its position on the famous highway, Route 66. 

The buildings pictured in this coloring book represent several periods 
in Joplin's history. There are the majestic Keystone Hotel and Jasper County 
Courthouse, constructed during the 1890s building boom. The first decade 
of the Twentieth Century brought Classical-Revival architecture as 
demonstrated by the Elks Building and the Federal Building. Advanced 
construction techniques made highrises such as the Connor Hotel and the 
Newman Building possible. The Scottish Rite Cathedral represented the 
finest in architectural and artistic design. During the era of train 
transportation, the Union Depot and Frisco Depot bustled with activity. 
People flocked to the Fox Theater to see their favorite movie stars and 
drove their new automobiles to Gooch's One-Stop for service. 

Main Street Joplin is dedicated to preserving the architectural heritage 
of the downtown area. Although the Keystone, the Connor, and the 
Courthouse shown in this book are gone, Joplin has many historic buildings 
of which it can be proud. We urge you to do your part to encourage their 
preservation so that future generations can enjoy them as well. 

If you wish to learn more about Joplin's history and its buildings, contact 
Main Street Joplin about the video series, "From the Ground Up: The Story 
of Joplin." 

MAIN STREET™ 
JOPLIN INC. 

P.O. Box 486 • Joplin, MO 64802 
417-624-1060 



(]0£ gluoJu_/ 
@ntbal· @JuU1ia1ll @ndu 

415 Main 

The Fox, built in 1930, is one of the finest examples of the architecture of the period. The building fell to 
disrepair but has been extensively renovated and is listed on the National Register of Historic Places, since 

being purchased by Central Christian Center in 19 7 4. 



. -:Te. rn 7 Ga-tvi. t-r 
Historic Missouri Theatres Questionnaire 

De Soto Historical Society 

Does your organization have information about the following theatres? 

Crawford's Opera House 
K. P. Entertainment Hall 
Masonic Opera House 
Rathbum Hall 
Jefferson Theatre 
Festus Opera House 

De Soto 

Festus 

Is this( these) theatre(s) still in operation? 

Crawford's Opera House 
K. P. Entertainment Hall 
Masonk Opera Hcu~e 
Rathbum Hall 
Jefferson Theatre 
Festus Opera House 

De Soto 

Festus 

tAJ' yes ____ no __ _ 
yes ____ no -~ 
yes ____ no _ "fj::._ 
yes -~- no __ _ 
yes_~ no __ _ 
yes ____ no __ _ 

fr.-, yes ____ no __ _ 
yes ____ no __ _ 
yes ____ no __ _ 
yes ____ no __ _ 
yes ____ no~ 
yes ____ no __ _ 

If not, does the building(s) where the theatre was located still exist? 

Crawford's Opera House 
K. P. Entertainment Hall 
Masonic Opera House 
Rathbum Hall 
Jefferson Theatre 
Festus Opera House 

De Soto 
t;(_, yes ____ no __ _ 

yes ____ no __ _ 
yes ____ no __ _ 
yes ____ no __ _ 
yes ____ no -~ 

Festus yes ____ no __ _ 

What other historic theatres were located or are currently located in your area? ~ -~j -r----

;..;_ l../J.lJ • 7 -Jd'd-__ '1 ~I.Lil - ,, - . J_~_j}J::- ~--~ , _:. _j.LJLs >_[_ ._&{~ ---------

Please check the specific types of information you have about theatres in your area? Please note any 
sources you think would be particularly useful for this project. 

- -V. 

books about specific theatres 

photographs 

scrapbooks 

county or town histories 

other, please specify 

.5._Ld __________________ _ 

Do you have any information on which theatre or vaudeville circuit played in your area? 
_.k.J~..L _ ; _ f ~7~ _D..Jz_ ..£.J.Lai..__ ~c ~ ,· _________ _ 

What days and times is your libr open to the public? ./1_ ti.:_£- · ___ tj_:_.S.._ (_L o_ _::rh~~) 
__ _5~ _: ~-· -------------------------------------------------------
Can special arrangements be made for the library to be o~en at othe times? yes ____ no ;/-_ 

Who is the best person to contact for more information? J.21~ _ .k_b.JJ..~_L.Lbxci12~::...{31':!. 'R'll~ ~ 

Thank you for your assistance. Please return to: Becky Snider 1008 Sunset Dr. Columbia, MO 65203 



October 3, 1997 

Ms. Becky L. Snider 
1008 Sunset Drive 
Columbia, MO 65203 

Dear Ms. Snider: 

'lJ~t ~t jID1br ~i5fID1riad joorri~ 
Jnst ~mir~ ~rot5U 
~t jdn 7 1~~ EU2~ 

( li'~) 5Bli ~!242 

Thank you for your recent donation and research request. I apologize for the delay in my 
response. 

The Historical Society has not yet been able to create our own research center, so all 
information must be obtained from the Public Library. The Library has an extensive 
amount of research material, but at this time, much of it is being transferred to micro
film and is unavailable. 

However, please find enclosed what little information I have been able to obtain. I will 
keep your name and address on file and will be happy to forward any additional 
information as soon as it becomes available. 

Sincerely, 

Meleah Paddock 
Secretary 
DeSoto Historical Society 
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·by· Ed cl i e-·M iH er _.· ·~~, c~;nedy or two, these oo': 
. ... . . -· . • .. . . ,Inc at . nut Just one reel ln 

. _.. ~ ~ : -_. length, . • . . . . 
PART '~RE. E -.. :'. ··• ··':-~r :retterson.The.alre)>:!!ln'1t 

·. · "~ . . . .. play house to berln with rave 
• ABOUT.TH~Rt00'7~the- ~e .n.e~ •ntckerlnr .filcks• .J -... 
ater people In our .natton were . ~ry, .1~ conJuncUon with various .• 
begtnnlnr to sit up· and take no-' live . nudnllle acts. Vaude· , . 
tlce of •brand new Invention, Tille wu to die very slowly, 
They . named H the •movies• . n~ Clvlnc lrf very readily tc ~ . 
and tti was the' brain child ot - ·the or:islaurht ol these nf"!' silent 
our foremost lnventol' of that ... picture, ~ashlnc on. a · •llv,r:1 

·• ·early dly, Thomas Arva Edison.-.' &ere41!'•: ,. • ·· · • ·:· ' · • 
· · h. The· movies In their ·1ntancy · A lol of theater patrons· at . 

. were called. n\any . un111.,lte.rlnc : that ~!me certainly dldn'ttake to ". 
names, such as the •ntckorlnr . Oiem .at first, el~er. so. mana-,.r 

· ntck~rthe •galloplnr . tin- ger Theodore \l.alther of the 
• typet,. and one who saw these . Jetre.rson set, up hi~ proerams 
earlier ones wm·have to admit · uslnc the new medJa very Clll• 
they certi.fnly did ·have a Jerky, tlously. ThJs was taklnc 11lace .• 
f!lck,rtn5" motion that- 'dldn't . about 1910. The Jefferson The· .. 
hold ' out much hope of . ever •lre was retune • little com-. · 
amounUnc to anythlnc 1ri the way . petition by then, which may or 
~f lasUnc ~lnment~ . may not have ,.1purred ?rfr, W•l·· 

The ant ~nea'Wert made by ther t_o .make the chance. 
t-.ro companter, Btoenpb and . · 
Easanay, and Uley wen made A DE SOTO buslne!lllman by 
nry cheaply, aome of the ac- the name of Pink hail a hlch 
tors and actre ... a .rettllll as . board fence put around the lot 
macb u ti an hoUr for Ul•lr now occapltd by the Vauchn-· 
eaorta" · . Hau Flrfatone stort at Stone ·~· 

Almo"st any buslne.,sman who and Main Stretb, put up a •' .. • 
.could rent a lone haul and buy serMn ,at ont end, had some '· .. ' -........ 
hJmself enouch chairs could bencheL bulll and opened up 
open up a theater to show these the 1trst summer as the new 

' early fllms •• and these earlier Sk7dome mewl• theatre. ~tr. 
Pink had one honey of an ad· 
verllalnc •11mmlck •which read 
"If You Are Blue, Try Pink's.• 

Then another movie house 
opened up ln the bulldlnc now 
occupied by Hamel· Rowe Hdw,. 
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Gem theatre. Still another was 
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street and this was a lone wood 
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by the way, for many years as 
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roof on It. the building lived up 
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ly "airy,• especially In the 
winter. · 

Mr. Walther or the Jetterson 
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,for the play-roers; and for ti)!! 
balance or the week, the Jef-

'/1imc/nrr k'altlwr. '"' .°'i,,,,,· ,,,,,. :1~0~:U~~~~r1~d .~~~ 1~~ aN;::! 
l111·n111c111 a11e/ l""'"'a'''"'· wai went on the Jeftersonwouldlean 
i~'::'.::;;;.::!. .::/l • ·rwit1 'f'Ji,·arrr 111 more heavily on home talent 

acts but at first tlw vaudevllll' 
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leeUnly as nlckleodeons be· regular Orpheum Circuit vnrl
Cl!l!'f@I ~ tti.o "ct.Hus! fh•• r~nts ·ct;· . 
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our Jefferson Theatre on East· and they consisted or such en
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down Ulelr tone noses at this en, Ju11tera, mqlclans, ••· 
lusty mw brat called the movies cape artlsta and the like •• 
but they too were destined to aboUt Ule aame type or thine 
chine their ways· ~fore UM' that Ed Sulllvan puts on his Sun· 
new century wu very old, or day nlrht television shows for 
elM cloae their doors. • the kids, · 

THE VERY FIRST movies 
• were really nothlnc much but a 

pictured episode In-motion and 
were at beat Just one rul tone. 
There wu no semblance o1 a 
plot, and It would be about 1910 
before any movie tiecan to tell 

I recall 911e time when a show 
of lhl1 type came to the Jetrer
aon In wblcb about tlchl or 10 
choru llrll dine.cl la rather 
abbrtYlated costumes. Dubbed a 
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. a story, 'nle1141 would be about 
nn nel• loar and take about 
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to be.padded, ma)'t>e addtn1 a tnr yards of illk rtbbona out o1 
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paper ~t three wee"' betore . were betnr iawed (n two, rec• 

- lt, •'!P'~~,011~l~at1creen . utarty but the .111Pnot11u, 

The window in Otto Hamel's Drug Store is where a "sleep· 
Ing beauty" was hypnotized and slept for . several days and 
nights. E. G. Kaufman who operated a confectionary later 
in this building appears in thtphoto. 

... 
"!! 

F.a~on Street L-1 the early 1900s shows t!;: Oki fuist Otrlce 
buildin9 (as It ~1 galled at that time) with the entrance to 

Highway Relocation Assista 
Pay"!ents $529,780 in- 1~ 

Relocatlon assistance pay- · Interview• to delermlnr 
ments totattnr $529,780 were making llsttnrs of 1 
made last year by the Missouri rental and sale houalnc 
State lllrhway Com mission to · able, asslsttnr In the pro 
persons displaced by state hlch· ot movtnr expense pa ~ 
way. construction, accordllli to and rettlnt families to t 
Thomas A, David. director. o1 social agency for help. 
btchways.. I . . 1 • • · Davtd predicted that ti 

e... ber of payments by the I 
. The money lncluded. ,-=Pple·· Commission andothera1 

mental payments to allow flm• services In' 1970 are 11 
Illes to move Into comparable lncreue.substantlatly o· 
boualnc which ls sate, decent year. 
and ·santtary; to· pay movtnr ' · Bec!Mlnc July . I rel 
costs; or to mike supplemental · assistance payments wll 
rent .payments. · . . matchJnc 'federil-1tate ; 

The retocalloa • assistance 110-110 on Primary, Url 
went to approximately 700 Mia· Secondary proJecu, 111c: 
sourt famUles, and Included a on Interstate locations 
nrtety of special services 1il aourt hlchway flmdswlll 
addition to.tunds, for tbe 1tate's ·part 1n i 

· Durlnc the put :rear, two re•. Uon coats. 
tocatlon •ofnces were opened, . ,. . Federal leglslaUon n 
one in the zt. LoulJ area ar.d cr•lna :ioou:n• :o: .11: 
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the Jerrenon Theatre on the east comer. · 

ot all the performers. . a balljo all of the Ume be wu 
To advertise thelrahowtnad .. ,: JSleep.'J can't Ttrlf? tbls .~nJ ... ' 

nnce a hypnotist ·at one Umt 'PllJ'el', but I can yeuch tor 
put a beauUJ'UI rtrl to sleep on druc atore •steeptnc Beauty,• 
a couch In otto Hamel's DJ'UI There arequJteatewDeSotoana 
Store, between Mineral · and who nmtmber tbt. Incident and . 
Eastoa Streets, and aht alept the wrtt.r 1-.w her Hnral · · 
there for three or four lllcbta times. · ~ .,, 
and days without awakenlilr, un- As .for hOme talent, It nrttd ·· 
lll the show cam·e to ·town for u does Ttd Mack'• Amateur 
Its performances &t \he •Jef· Hour bul you can be assured 
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Some De Soto totks ·wen a ers,• Ont o1 these local alnc• 
bit ~keptlcal about an this, but era wu ayounr tad named .G~ 
the nlcht watchman who passed wan, who bad a beauWUI tenor 
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lnc his ntchtly round.I aald, the movie ·screen 11 colofed 
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lpch all nlcht lone.• were projected on It, . . 

I've beenloldtherewuanoth• . ThJa llapptntd ·to be a . Ill• 
tr •• a· man who was hypnotized Uonal · fad In those d•Y• and 
In.a business houaewJndowfar- JOU'U and theSlldeSlncermen
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wu seated 19 • . ~ka. ff9 · the early hlatory of the thfttn •. 

· . One stunt that outdid all tht '. 
· nat happened on tbt.outilde .ot . · -.."'-}lllilo.lilr"ll 

the .Je.tterson Tbeatrt and not · · 
. Inside. 'J'h1a one reallY .. broucbt . · 

out a crowd on Eufon Street. 
It wu named tht Human F17e 

. and It wa.i adTtrtlaed Jn the 
. local papers tba\ ·at a certain 

time and on a certain date, the 
Human Fly would •PPf'lr :it !hr 
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MISSOURI Q __ FFICE OF _HIST9JilC. PRESERVA ON 
ARCHITECTURAL/? .1TORIC . INVENTORY su: .. EY . FORM -· 
a:mmmm: ...... a:mmm ........ ~--.:1.-. ... -pi.-................. ._._. ... ._.._ ... ._ ... a..:n..._ .... ._ ...... ..m.-. ....... ..._. 
I. NO. 51 

Z.. COUNTY Johnson 

4. PftOENT LOCAJ.. NAME(S) OR OESIGNA.TION(S) 

Western Auto Associates Store; 
Rob rts Furniture & Gifts 

O~)MADISON TOWNSHIP 
(H0LDEN) 

-------------------------_,,. ~. OTHER NAM!(S) 
l. LOC.lTION oir Show-Me 

HEGATIVES p n i 
I . S~CIF1C L.£~ LOCATION 

TOWPCS>tlP 4!:> N RANGE _2.illi. SECTlOM 

1ir QTY OR TOWN, STRECT AOCRESS 

117 W. 2nd St. 

Euglossian Opera House (Euglossian Hall) 

1&.. THEMATIC CATEGORY 
..,_ __ H_i_s_t_o_r_i_c_...L.M...:i..J..l.~ ............. .M.,,& __ ~ Z9. &.LSDIEMT? TU ( 

IT. DAn(S) OR P!RIOD NO ( 

11 

ca. 1880 30. FOUNDATION .. ATERIAL 
-~-a-n __ o_R_T_aw--.. -----,F--Ru_R_A_L_,-v,-c-.. -,n---------+-,.-.-~-----oR--o-Es-1-GN------------------1 Stone 

Holden Italianate ~-1,-.-•• -u..---c-oN_s_T_RU_c_n_o_N ____ ___.,. 
-•• --0£_s_c_R1-P~TI-o-.. --0F __ L_o_C..\_TI_o_" ______________ -1-,-1-.-AR~C4.;.,_1T~£-CT..;..;.._0R--EH--G1_"_u_R __________ ---1 Brick ............... .-..;..;--. ____________ __. 

32. ROOfr TYP! AHD .UT!RIAL. ..,_ __ ~:111.:..--------------------.... zo. coNTRACToR oR au1U>EA Flat; com osition 

( 

( 

Part of Lot 80 
Block 7 
Origin.al Town 

LJ nd . 33.. NO. OF BAU ::E" .,_ __ _........_ __________________ _.,. FRONT · •· SIDE ~ 

..,3_4-. -.-AJ..1.---TR--U_TM __ Dt_T _____ _.,. ~ 

._z:z..__.~ ......... a~E~NT~~us~[""-'-.-:.:.~~~~~~--:_c_o_m_m_o_n_b_o_n_d __________ -4~ 

(Second building west of 
Market on south side of 
2nd Street) 

Auto parts and furniture 
~- -Z3-.-0-W-NE_R_S-Hl-P---------------,-UB_U_C_(_-4----------------___,;--___.E 

\1 

PRIVATE( C 

24. OWNEJI"! NAM!: .&HD ADCRUS »OVD) ( ) ;c 

Char1 es Roberts 37. coH01TioN g 
St. COOAOINATES UTM 101 w. 14th st. INTER10"------ cc 

.__~H~o~l~d~e~n!.1-~N~o~·------------------'---=o~n:..::,RtO:.:::.:.~========G=o=o=d:..I~ L.AT v. 
LON~ 25_ 

--------------------------------1 1 O. SITE ( ) STRUc:TUR!: ( 

TtS(X ) la.. PRC>ERVl.TlON "'ll ( X) 
NO c > UHc~ft'WAT ? Mai n t . i.o c > ~ 

IUILDING ( , OBJECT ( ze. LOC.&L CONTACT Pf;RSON OR ORGANlZATION 

-... --oN-N-ATI--oN-AL----ns---<Q....>...-1~--1-s--,T----Y-~s--<---1 Show-Me RPC 
---~EG--•ST __ u __ , ___ ~NO~(.Q,,,,.;.l..,_ __ !U __ G_•BLZ __ •_._No..-..c~--ZT.-.-o-n. __ E_R __ SU_R_V_[T_S __ IN--W-Hl_C_H_l_N_CL-U-D-[D---4 

l1 P&RT '1' EST.la. TD ( ) 14. OISTihCT TD ( 
Htst DISTRICT 1 HO ( X ) ?OTDITW. 7 NO ( None 

15. NAME o,r !:ST.&8USHED DISTRICT 

N/A 
42. llf'URnf~ ~IPTION 01" IMPORTANT ~TURES . 

Seven tall, elaborately hooded windows (now paneled over from th 
inside) under its origina-1 bracketed metal cornice dominate the 
main facade of this Italianate-style building. The centrally 
placed doorway (with a rope-trimmed arch) is flanked by pilasters 
Additional pilasters are at the corners. The lower, partially 
modernized storefront includes panels of prism windows. A foot
worn stone slab at the threshold.is testimony to years of use. 

39. DCOAHGERDJ~ 
IT WHAT~ 

T!S( ) 

40. VISlllL.!: '110111 
~BUC ROAD~ 

41. DISTANCE ~OM AND 
f'RONTAGC ON ROAD 

NO ( X> r 

4J. HISTORY ANO SIGNU'lc.ut~ 
This building was a focus of cultural life in Holden during the- late 1880s and through Ir 
early decades of the 20th century. Known as the Euglossian Hall, it contained (on the up 
per floor) an opera house/public auditorium. Plays, shows, dances and political rallies 
were among the activities there. Later, the Lyceum Theater offered silent movi~~ with 
piano accompaniment. Various owners included Jack Steele, whose .father William Steelewa 
president of the Farmers & Corrunercial Bahk. The downstairs had various commercial occu
pants. In 1885, a drugstore occupied ·the western half and a clothing store the eastern. 
In ca. 1915, the druggist was Bob Miller and the clothier was a Mr. Wallace. Appar
ently the use of the sec nd level as a public hall ceased during the 1920s. The lower 

. has b 
~. C!SCJfl~ION ~ !NvtRONMDtT AICO ounu1L01NGS 

This building is within a commercial block in downtown Holden. 

4~ - ~~P~ IT 
K.Maserang ·~ 

SW-AS-036-035
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5/30/85 



ShovJ-Me Regional Planning Co1:rn ission Project No. 29-85-9311~016 

Main entrance, 
Western Auto Associates Store; 

Euglossian Opera House 
117 vJ. 2nd St. 
Holden, Mo. 
Johnson Co. 
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MISSOURI Q,FFICE 
ARCHITECTURAL/t . .1 TORlC 

I. NO. 64 

OF HISTQRIC 
INVENTORY SU . _ EY 

PRESERVA 
FORM·-· 

4. P"OEHT LOC~ NAM~(S) OR CESIGl'U.TlON(S) 

ON 

-------------+D3St> Lloyd's Foods, Inc.; VFW Post 5844 
MADISON TOWNSHIP 

(HOLDEN) 
2. COUNTY Johnson 

l. LOC.lTION orr Show-Me 
l'tEGATIVE! p n i Holden Auditorium; Missouri Poultry Yards 

&. S~CIFlC LEG.1.1.. LOC.ATIOH 1&. THEMATIC CATEGORY 
TowH~•P 48N RANG£2fil'.L_ucTIOlf ___ ll__ Historic a.us!lilEMT? T!SC 
IJr ClTY OR TOWN, STRUT AOORE.!.S ...-IT.-. -c-... n-t-S)_O_A_P .... ~ ..... -00 ................................... -.. __ ..,. NO( 

106-110 E. 3rd St. ca. 1920s lo. FouNcAnoN wAnR1AL 

1. CJTY oR Tow" •F RURAL., v10H1TT ••. STYLL oR. DESIGN Modern i.s tic or Concrete and brick 
_ _;_:H..:.o..:.l..::d.:.e.:..:.n ____________ -41--+.u~~®.aJ.-4..~~~.+i.-~----131. WALL CONSTRUCTION 

1s • .utoun:c:r o" EHGtNUR Brick I. DESCRIPTION OF LOc:..lTION 
Und. u. AOoir TTP~ AHD IUT~1AL 

.,__ ....... __________________ ..,. 
33. HO. OF 8A1'.S 

c 
c 

-v 
c 

Part of Lot 104 
Block 11 
Original Town 

.,_ _______________ -4 FRONT SIDE ~ 

--------------10 34. WALi. TRUTMDCT « 
...,_Z2.._PR ...... a_E_HT,;.:;;..:..:..::u-..s~E-~....;..;:;:..:..i.. ....... -------1 Brick and stucco 0 

(North side of Third Street 
between Main and Pine Streets) 

9 . COOAOIHAT£S 

LAT 

UTM 

Grocery store 
Z3. OWNERSHIP PUBLIC( 

PRIVAT!( 

24. OWNE:R"J NAM! AND A.DCRU.S 

Vern Lloyd 

) 35. C>4AHGD 
(txP\..AIN IN 
NO. 4Z) 

37. C:OHDITION 

INl'DnOR 

OT[RtOlt 

AOcrT10N( ) 
,. 
0 

~( ) c 
c 

MOVC>( ) v 

....... -
Good/fair r. . 

LONG T!:S( X) 38.. PR£5£RVAT10N "'D (X° ) ~ 
HOt > UHc~KWAT? Mai t.No < > ~ IO. SITE ( ) STRUc;TIJR£ ( 

IUl\.DING ( ) OBJECT ( ZS.. L.Oe.AL C:ONTAc:T P£RSON OR ORGAHIZATlOH 39. !MDAHGERCD~ 
IT WHAT? 

TU( ) ~ 
-11.-0N_N_A-~-o"_AL. ___ TD_<....._> __ 1~--1s-1T ____ TE_s_c_1 Show-Me RPC 
---~E_G_•ST __ ER_, ___ NO~C~l;.+----n.J-G_•_BLZ __ , __ N_o_< __ .,:--z-~-OTI4_E_R_S_U_R_VET __ S_IN_W_H_IC:_H_l_NC-~-U-D-~D-~ 

HO <X > ~ 
v ____________ __,,...-4, 

11 P&lfT C# DT.18. TD ( ) "· DISTRICT TD ( 
HIST. DISTRICT~ HO <X ) ?OT'DCTIAL7 NOC None 

15. NAME O~ !STASUSHC DISTRICT 

N/A 
4Z. iriJRTl4EJI ~SCJUPTION 01' IMPOllTANT_ ,-UTUllt!S 

Horizontal bands of thin stretcher bricks (placed vertically) are 
used in the front facade of this two-story building. Some~windows 
and doorways have been sealed and most of the exterior has been 
stuccoed. 

43. MISTORT AND SIGNll'lc.ut~ 

40. vtSIBU '1'0M TD ( t: 
fllUBUC: lltOAD ~ NO ( 

------------~~ 41. DISTANCE '1tOll AND + 
f'RONTAGC ON ROAD 

I-23 

M.L. Golladay was instrumental in promoting this building's construction as the Holden 
Auditorium during the 1920s. It became the site for various happenings and entertain
ments (including graduation ceremonies after fire destroyed the high school in 1927). In 
1930, it became a hatchery known as the Missouri Poultry Yards, operated by Mr. Grotzen. · 
It also was a skating rink and a fundamentalist Baptist Church, prior to its present in
carnation as a grocery store. 

... COCJtll'TION °' [HV1RONMDCT A.ND ounurL.DIHGS 

There is considerable open space for parking around this building at the southern edge 
of Holden's main commercial district. 

~. SOUAC:U OJI INl'O .. MATlON ( 12/12/29; 1/2/30) RC.Ml'W(~ IY 

Lucille Wilson; The Holden Progress (12/5/29); site visit. · aseran 
- 47. ORGAHIL\TION 

----------------------~~-:::---:--.::::-:::=--:-=-:::'.=:::::::-::::~::.;:;::::---i Show-Me RP 
RETURN ™IS F-ORM WHEH COMPLET£0 TO: OFFlCE OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

P.O. SOX 171 .... DAT~ ... R£VISION OA'?X(S) 

·• •-'•'",_a, ~ ~ ~aero. ATT.&C:H JEFFERSON QTY, MISSOURI e~I02 5/ 30/8 • ..• 

SW-AS-036-036



·show-Me Reg i ona'l Planning ColTITii s s ion Project No. 29~85-9311~016 · 

Fann No. 

-~ 

Lloyd's Foods, Inc.; VFW Post 5844 
Holden Auditorium; Missouri Poultry Yards 

106-110 E. 3rd St. 
Holden, Mo. 
Johnson Co. 

5/30/85 
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MISSOURI 0£FICE' OF HIS fUHl~ r-h a...'-'~· \ 

ARCHiTECTURAL:IH'roRIC INVENTo'RY ~ sut E.Y FORM ·· 

I. NO. 

182 
Z.. COUNTY Johnson 

4. PftQ£NT U)CAL HAM!:CS) OR OE51GNA.TION(S) 

bl<iO Adam's Cafe (recently) 
POST OAK TOWNSHIP 

(LEETON) 

---------------------e ~. OTHCR NAW!:(S) 

. Neil Bros. General Store; Leeton Opera House l. LOC.lTION o~ Show-Me 
NEGATIVES p n ; n 

& . SP£CIF1C LE~NLOU.T10H~5W 20 IL THEMATIC CATEGORY 

:o~~·:.. TOWN' :~":rr-... -0-·CRs::;i~ --- .,. ____ H_1_· s_t_o __ r_i _c __ i...i.r...~ ...... --............... ----..... ZS. IASOIEMT? TU ( ) 
IT. OAT£(S) OR P~IOO NO <X ) 

102 S · Main St. 1906 ...-30-.-F--o-u-Hc_A_T-10-,..-.. -,.,-T-!R-1-~--... 

-~-o-n __ o_R __ Tow __ " ______ ,F_R_u_R_A_L_,-v1_0_N-,TT---------1~,-•• --STY1.£-----0-R-c-E-,-,,-"------------------~ Concrete and stone 
Leeton Functional Victorian 31. WAU. CONSTRUCTION 

-•. --o-Es_c_R-1P_n_o_N __ o_F __ ~-oc.l __ n_o_N ______________ _,._,-,_--~-n~--•. -T!_CT ___ o_" __ EH __ G1-,.-cE_R ____________ ~ Brick 
una 32. ROOI' TYPE AHC litA.T~IAL 

Lot 191 
Block 23 

.--
2
-
0

.--co_N_T_R_ACr __ o_R __ o_R __ su_a_u:>_ER ____________ __. Flat; composition 
Und. 33. HO. OF BA'tS 

..-------------------------------___,. FRONT SIDE 
Zl. ORIGINAL us~l ur APPARENT ha 11 General merchandise; public ._34-.-.-Au.----TR-~--n.d __ oc_T ______ __ 

--------------------------~~-----.. Common Don 
(2nd building south of 
Fewel on west side of 
Main) 

9. COOROINAT£S UTM 

1-..\T 

Z%. PRESENT US! 

Z3. OWNERSHIP 

24. OWNER"! NAME AHO ADDRf.ll 

James Adams 
Rural Route 
Warrensburg 

PUBLIC( ) 

PRIVATE( X> 

__ i._o_"-'-----------------------"""'1 a OPC. TO PUBLIC? TfS( ) 
I 0. SITE ( ) STRUc:TlJRE ( ) HO¢( ) 

38.. OfAHGD 
(DCP\.AIN IN 
HO. 4Z) 

37. CONDIT1Clt 

ADcrnON( ) 

~( 

wovm< 

IHTDnO~---------

!:XT[RtOflt Good/fair 
3a. PRESERV.l TI ON "'6 ( X 

UHceftWAT ? Ma i n t i.o c . 
BUILDING ( ) OBJECT( ) ZC. LOCAL CONTA.c:T PDSON OR ORGANIZATION 39. DCOAHGERD>~ T!S( 

-11.-o-N_N_•_TI_o_ .. -... -L---TU--..,j<~>....-1z._1_s--,T---T-E_s_< __ >"" Show-Me RPC aT WHAT? "° c X 
---~-EG-IST_ER_1 ___ ~NO.;...;..(g,..;..)+---[l.J--G-•BLZ ___ ! __ N_o_c __ >;-z-~-O-TI4-ER---SU_R_v_rr_S __ l_N __ W_H_IC_H_IN_C_L_U_C_!D---....1---------------

l:S. Pa.RT <:# EST.18. TD ( ) 14. CISTR1CT TD ( ) 40. VISlllU '1'0M TD ( X 
HrS't c1STR1cr' NO<X > ?OTDmAL7 NOC > None fl'\Jauc lltOAor NO< 

15. NAME O~ ESTABLISHED DISTRICT 

· N/A 

4Z. l"URTl4Vt ~S<:JtlPTlON O' tMPOlfTANT fUTURES 

A parapet contains the word-s "OPERA HOUSE" and corner projections 
say 11 19 11 and 11 06 11 (1906). The letters and numbers appear to have 
been formed from pieces of brick of a lighter ·color than the main 
building. The cornice is made entirely of brick and is fairly 
elaborate. Upper windows have decorative segmental arches pro
jecting like hood moulds, and stone sugsills. Round metal posts 

41. 

43 . HISToRT AND s1GN11flc.u~ are used in the lower (altered) storefront. UU-8 
The upstairs of this building was Leeton's Opera House at the turn of the century. Aft 
traveling shows (road shows) dimi~ished, it served as the community's first moving pie 
ture theater. The first floor was a general merchandise store .(Neil ·Bros. General 
Store) for a dozen years or so, and then . it was operated by various others. It was an 
office of International Harvester for sever~l years ~ Later it was the Leeton Cafe, 
operated by Mavis Beal. 

4'. COCJtl~tON ~ [HV1RONMOCT AHO OUTWUILDJPfGS 

Located in Leeton's main downtown commercial block. 

~. SOURCES O~ IN~ORWATION 

J.C.Brown; Porter Baker; Sanborn maps; site visit. , 7• oRaAHiuTioH 

--------------------------------~:-::=--:-:::::::::::--:-::--:-7:=::=::::-::=:=.:;:::;:;:;:-:;---i Show-Me RP 
RETURN nus FORM WHEN COMPLETE) TO: OFFl~ OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

P.O. BOX 171 .._.CAT[ ... Rr:vtSION OAT 
!~ ~IT1CHL ~ IS iiaacrc. ATTACH JEFFERSON QTY, MISSOURI 8~102 6/86 . 
----·- ... , .. TlSJ TO THIS ,ORM PH. 314-7~1-~096 
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Show-Me Regi 11 Planning Commission Project No. 29-86-10 :.~ ·039-A 

Adam's Cafe 

Leeton Opera House 

102 S. Main St. 
Leeton 

Post Oak Twp . 
Johnson Co. 

F o nn No . __ __.,J~B'"""2_ 

6/86 
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MISSOURI OfFICE OF HISTO,BIC . PRESERVATJRN 
ARCHITECTURAL/Hl, ORIC INVENTORY SUR: . ... Y FORM . ~ .· 

I. NO. 

190 
2.. COUNTY Johnson 

l. 1..ocn10N o,. Show-Me 
NEGATIVES p n ; n 

& . SP£CIF1C L.EG.t.l,, • ~OCATlOH 
TOWl'CSHIP 44N RANCE--1.§_WsECTIOH 

IF CJTT OR TOWN, STREET AOORE.SS 

10 5 S . Ma i n St. 

4 . P"OEHT 1..0CAL NAM~(S) OR OE,IGN.t.TION(S) POST OAK .TOWNSHIP 
(LEETON) Holdren Funeral Home 

Leeton Theater 
11.. THEMATIC c.ATEGORY 

l-__ H_1_· s_· t_o_r_,_· c___.~~""-'-.111.looO ...... w.i... ..... _____ Z9. l.UDIEHT? T[S ( 

IT. OAT£(S) OA P~IOO NO ( 

20 

ca. 1920 30. FOUNDATION .. A.TUI.AL 

--~------------------------------it-------------------------------1 Concrete 7. ClTY OR TOWN IF RURAi.., VIClNITT II. ~ OR DESIGN 

Leeton Functional 

Lot 141 
Block 24 

(3rd building S of 
Fewel on E side of Main) 

. Z3. OWNERSHIP PUBLIC( ) 

PRIV.&TE(X ) 

35. ~AHGD 
(OCP\..AIN IN 
NO.. 42) 

37. CONDITION 

AOomON( 

.u.J"lMI) ( 

lllOVC>( 

) 

X> 
) 

9 . COOROIHATES 

1...lT 

UTM 

24. OWNER"! NAM! ANO ADDR~ 

Holdren Funeral Home 
Leeton and Warrensburg IHTUnOR ______ -=---,-

Good 
LONG Z5. OPVt TI> PUBLIC? TES( ) 

1-0-.---------,-,T-E_( ________ S_TR_U_c;T\J ___ RE-(--""'I NO( ) 

iUILDING ( OBJECT ( ZI. LOC.lL CONTACT P!:RSON OR ORGANIZATION 
-.. _--o_"_"_.1._n_o_"-...... ----~---<w....>.,.-1~-1-s-1T---T-~-s-<-~ Show-Me RPC 
___ R_E~ __ ST_ER __ 1 ____ .....;,;NO~(~l-+-_n.J __ G_1~ ___ ~ __ N_o_c __ ~-z-~--O-TW-~-R--S_U_R_V_[l'_S __ IN_W_H_l_CH---IN-C-LU_C_[_D __ ...... 

13. PART °' ana. TD ( ) 14. DISTlllCT TD ( 
HIST. ClSTRlc:T ~ NO CX ) ?OTDmAL1 NO( None 

15. NAME orr ESTABUSHEI> DISTRICT 

N/A 
4Z. lf'URTl4Vt ~5CJUPT10N Otr IMPOflTAlfT nATUR!S 

This building's front facade has been totally altered. Two 
upper windows have been sealed and the second level has been 
stuccoed. 

4l. HISTORY ANO SIGN1'1c:..ut~ 

!XT[Rt'O" 

3&. P~ATlON 
UHOeRWAT? 

39. DfOANGERCD ~ 
IT WHAT? 

40. Vt518U '1tOM 
""18UC ftOAO ~ 

41. DISTANCE '1tOll .&ND 
"'OHT.&G« ON ROAD 

UU-30 

The Leeton Theater was in this building when it was constructed in ca. 1920 . The 

""'!$ ( 

"° ( 
TD( 

HO ( 

TD 
NO( 

theater was operated by John Stacy. Later, Robert Brauninger acquired the bu·i-lding 
and converted it into a funeral home. It recently became a Leeton facility of the 
Holdren Funeral Home, of Warrensburg. · Theater and funeral home have been the 
only two uses of this building, according to Porter Baker of Leeton. 

4-6 . COCJtlf'TION °' VfVUtONMDCT .UCO OUTBUIL.DJPfG.S 

This building is on the east side of Main Street in the main business block of 
Leeton. 

.... ~(PAR1a' IT 
~- SOUACU o~ INflO .. MATION K.Ma..serang 

Porter Baker; Sanborn maps; site visit. •7. 0RoAH1uT10H 

---------------~-:-::::-::::.--:-=--:-==:::::--::::==::-::::::----i Show-Me RP 
RETIJRN ™lS F<lRM WHEN COMPL.ET£D TO: OFF1~ OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

P. o. SOX 171 ... . CAT~ ... REVISION 

!fl .&DOITl°"AL -~ -~ ~~t?.!-~!T"eH JEFFERSON OTY, MISSOURI e~t02 6/86 
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Show-Me Regh ... .Jl Planning Corrmission Project ·No. 29-86-1001 J39-A 

Holdren Funeral Home 
Leeton Theater 

105 S. Main St. 
Leeton 

Post Oak Twp. 
Johnson Co. 

F 190 arm No. -----

6/86 

I 



Conunercial and Benefit 

#41 Leeton Opera House History, 1906-74 

The Opera House built in 1906 was above the Bert 

NHle Store. 

This was used for plays given by local talent, 

travelling medicine shows, school plays and latsr 

as a dance hall. 

Today it is remodeled into art apartment. 

copied lo/14 



MISSOURI Q_FFICE 
ARCHITECTURAL/H. iORIC 

OF _HIST9J31C 
INVENTORY SUt .. _ 2f FORM -· 

I. NO. 

99 
4. PftOEMT LOCAL NOlf:(S) OR OESIGNA.TION(S) MONTSERRAT TOWNSHIP 

'(MONTSERRAT) 
2. COUNT"f Johnson 
----------------------------- ~. OTHER NAM~(S) 

l. LOC.lTloN o,- Show-Me Montserrat Post Office 
NEGATIVES p n i 

II.. TMEMATIC: c:.lTEGORl' & . SP£CIFIC LE~ LOC.ATIOH 
TOWNSHIP lft>N RANG[ 25W SECTIOIC 

ur CJTT Ollt TOWN' STREET AOCRE.$5 

13 ....__...;.H.;..i;.;;s;...;t;.;;o~r....:i~c;...L..!:JJ...MJ.J~~..i.w.IU-1.1~---.... Z9. LUOIEMT? Tu ( 
IT. OAn(S) OR P~IOO NO ( 

McKissock Street ca. 1910 30. FOUNO.ATION "AURIAL 

T. ClTY OR TOWN IF RUlltAL, VICJNITT 18. STYU OIJ DESlGN 
Functional Victorian Montserrat 31. WAU. CONSTRUCTION 

-------------------------------+-,9-.-AR-~-,T-t_CT __ O_llt_EH_Gl_N_f:E_R _______ -IBrick 
I. OESCRlPTlON OF LOCATION U 

n • 32. ROO~ TTP~ AHO IU.TUUAL 

Lot 34 
Block D 
Original Town 

(W side of road south 
of U.S. 50 a~d Missouri Pa
cific tracks opposite P) 

1-2-o.-c-c_N_T-RACT--oA--o-R--s-u-,U>-ER------------1F1 at; com o sit i on 
Und. n.. Ho. oF uu 1------------------------t FltONT ·•· SIDE 

21. OlltlGUUL. US!i ur AP1>ARENT 

Post bffi ce and enera 1 store ~··•AU. bna.ri.ocT 
-----------------~:-----~---.... Lommon ona 

Z%. P'R~ENT US! 

Residential 
23. OWNERSHIP PUBLIC ( ) 

PRIVAT!(X l 

24. OWNER'S NAW! AHO .I.OCR~ 

37. CONDITION 

ADcrTION( ) 

~<X> 
VOVC>( ) 

9. COORCINAT£S 

L..lT 

UTW 
INTER101t ______ _ 

o-rrRtO~ Good/fair 
LONG 

10. ~-------------------------------t STRUc;nJRE( 

Z5. CPO TO PUBLIC? T[S( ) 

NO( ) 

"'D ( ) 

"° ( ) SITI ( 

llUILCING ( OBJECT( ZS. LOC:.AL CONTACT P£R50N OR ORGANIZATION 39. DCCAHGEJUO ~ 
IT WHAT~ 

Y!S( ) 

-11.--0-N_N_A_TI_O_NA_L ____ TD __ ( ..... )...,...l~---.s--.T----Y-E_S_(---.a._ __ ~S~h~o~w_-....;M~e....;..;R~P~C _____________ -1 

--"EG-•ST __ m __ , ___ ....;NO~(~):..+---ru--G_•~ __ ! __ N_o .... < ........... ZT. OTH[R SU RV O'S IN WHICH INCLUDED 

11 PART °' ana. YD ( ) 14. DISTillCT TD ( 
Hist: DISTRlc:T ? NO ( X ) ?OTDmAI. 7 NO ( None 

IS. NAME OF ESTA8USH£D DISTRlc:T 

N/A 
4Z. IS'URT'HVt OESCJUPTION 01' IMPOn.&NT_ nATURES 

This is a somewha·t generfc two-story brick building for its 
period in the early 1900s, with a moderatelyornamental brick 
cornice and segmentally arched windows. The original store
front had a centered entrance flanked by two windows, appar
ently. The lower storefront has been obscured by a one-story 
addition. Rectangular side windows are present. S-ended ties 

40. VISIBLE ~OM 
~8UC .-CAD r 

41. DIST.AMC! ~OM AND 
'110HT~ ON ROAD 

4l. KISTORT AND SIGNl~C:.U~ 
are v1s1 e a e roo ine an secon floor K-18 

HO ( ) 

TD( Xi 
NO ( ) 

Erected in ca. 1910 as a post office and general store, this building reflects a time 
when Montserrat was a viable community of perhaps several hundred including itinerant 
coal miners. (The . entire township had a·population of 1,183 in 1900 ·and 965 ;n· 1910, 
according to census figures.) It ceas~d to be used as a post office in the 1950s. 
Residents now are served by the post office at Knob Noster. The upstairs was used 
as an entertainment hall. Buster Keaton, the silent movie actor, is said to have 
performed there. · 

4-6. DOCJtl~ION ~ VtV111tONMCCT AHO OU'nUIU)UfG.S 

This is the only two-story brick building in Montserrat, a former coal-mi.ning community. 
A residence is nearby north of the building. 

· 4C. PR~P~ IT 
~. souRca ol' '""01uu.noN R Magerang 

Article, •Great. Change? Undergone by Town, 11 The Kansas City StarL--· ---~------t 
June 1 1976:._ s 1 te Vl s 1 t. -- 47• ORGAHIUTION 

~ Show-Me RP 
WHEN COMPLETEJ TO: OFFl~ OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

RET\JRN nus FORM P. o. SOX 171 .... CAT~ , •• REYlSION OATU:S) ' 
• 

c 
c 

v 
c 

JEFFERSON QTY, MISSOURI 8~102 
- - . - - - -

6/85 'I 
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Show-Me Reg .. al Planning Commission Project No. 29-86-10 - -039-A 

Montserrat Post Office 
Montserrat 
Section 13 

Montserrat Twp. 
Johnson Co . 

Form No. 99 

6/85 



iw11..J~vuna •nu. VII \J 

ARCH': -:-cTURAL/HlSTORIC INVENTORY SURVEY FORM YO .JO 0010 
- ~ ·· -· 

I. NO. 4. PRESENT LOCAL NAME(S) OR DESIGNATION($) 

13 Star Theater (Vacant) 
2. COUNTY 

Johnson ~. OTHER NAME{S) 

3. LOCATION OF 
Show-Me Gilkes on Dry Goods, Co. NEGATIVES RPC 

S . SPECJFIC LEGAL LOCATION 16. THEMATIC CATEGORY 28. NO. OF STORIES ?, 
TOWNSHIP RANGE __ SECTION 

29. BASEMENT? YES (x) 
IF CJTY OR TOWN t STREET ADDRESS 17. DATE(S) OR PERIOO NO( ) 

112-114 West Pine Street c.a. 1885 30. FOUNDATION MATERIAi. 

7._ CJTY OR TOWN IF RURAL , VICINITY 18. srn..E Off. DESIGlf Brick & Stone 
Warrensbur·g Victorian Functional 31. WALL CONSTRUCTION 

I. DESCRIPTION OF LOCATION 19. A"CHITECT .. OR EHGtNUR. Brick 
.. 

~ Rootr TYPE. AHO MATERIAL ; 

20. ·coN TRACTOR OR BUILDER Fl.at+Buil t~uo Tar 
33. NO. OF BAYS 

Holden's 2nd Addition 21. ORtGINAl. USE• IF APPARENT FRONT SlDE 

All of Lot 237 with Commercial 34.WALL TREATMENT 

exception of the Plaster & Panel ·-
~ 22. PRESENT USE 

East 4 feet Vacant 3~. PLAN SHAPER.ectangle 
Block A ·e. OWNERSHIP PUBLIC( ) 3S. CHANG£$ AODmON( ) 

PRUIATE ( X ) (EXPt.AIN IN 
ALTERED( x> NO. 42) . .. 

24 • . OWNER'S NAME AND ADDRESS MOVED( ) 

If' KNOWN 37. CONDITION 
Commonwealth Theaters INTERIOR 

Poor 
9. COORDINATES UTM 112 w. Pine, Warrensburg 

LAT EXTERtOR Ecci: 
LONG ZS. OPEN TO PUBLIC? YES( }. 38. PRESF.RVATION YES( >I .. 

UNDtRWAY? 
10. SITE ( ) STRUCTURE( . ) NO( X~ NO ( X) ! 

8UILOING ( X) OSJro< 'i :"28;. ·LOCAL ~·~ON ·oR ORG"MllZATIOff '39. ENDANGER Et>? YES( . l ! 
i I 

11. ON NATIONAL. YES ( ) 12. IS IT YES( ) Show-Me RPC BY -WHAT? NO ( X) I 

R£GISTER? NO (X) £UGtBL£? NO(X) 27. OTHER SURVEYS IN WHICH INC!..UDED 

13. PART OF ESTA&. YES ( ) l4 •. DISTRICT YES( ~ 4'0. VISIBLE FROM YES ( x> 
. POTENTIAL "I NO ( Xi HIST. DISTRICT ? NO (X) None -·PUBLIC ROAD ? NO( 

IS. NAME OF ESTABJ.~JSHEO DISTRICT 
. ( 

.41 • DISTANCE fl'ROM AND . .. 
; ~ FROft'fAGE OH ROAO . 

42. FURTHER DESCRIPTION OF IMPORTANT RATURES 

A large theater front that has been modified· several PHOTO 

times covers the front of this build.ing. · Windows on the MUST 

rear and a large door have all been .bricked. in. It is 
the tallest building on the south side of West Pine BE 
Street. The brickwork shows evidence of deterioration. PROVIDED 

4~.. ~ISTORY AHO SIGNIF1CAHCI: 

A. H. Gilkeson was the pioneer merchant on West . Pine, and he built the first 
frame building. It was destroyed in the fire of 1866, but he rebuilt after 
this with a brick building. At the 112 West Pine address he was still 
running a dry goods operation in 1900, and in 1907 it was still a dry goods 
store. By 1914, E. S. Wilcox had a General Merchandise store at this · 
address. In 1883 the building was shown on the map as a separate building, 
smaller, one-story, and it contain~d a stationery store and the Post Office. 
By 1888 it was a large two-story building and it had been (Cont'd Page 2) 

44. DESCRIPTION OF ENVIRONMENT AND OUT8UILOfNtiS 

No outbuildings are associated with this large building. 

4~. SOURCES O' INf'ORMATION 4C. PREPARED BY 
Tom Christopher 

47 •. ORGANIZATION 

Show-Me RPC 

} 

Warrensburg Sanborn Maps: 1883, 1888, 1893, 1898, 1907, 
1914, 1~24. Warrensburg City Directories: 1895, 1900, 
1912. William E. Crissey, A History With Folklore, 

.. ...... • - , _ , ~ -· , _ ..! -- - ,.., - 48. DATE 49. R£Vl510H OATE(S) 

I 

SW-AS-036-040



#43 

Form #13 
Page 2 
Star Theater 
Show-Me RPC 

combined with the 114 address. The 114 address was a 
very small building in 1883, containing a meat shop in 
one half, and a barber in the other half. It too was 
a one-story building at this time. It was after this 
that it became Gilkeson's Dry Goods, and was a two
story building. Around 1920, Thomas and Charles 
Goodnight decided to make it into the Star Theater. 

N. Ftrc.11 l> £ N. FAclU>E 

S. Flf Cft DE 



l W ll'-l~VV t 1a ill .. .......... • • 
..._ ___ ....... .. 

ARCHl-C:CTURAL/HlSTORIC INVENTORY SURVEY FORM ?0300 0 -. , . .-
I. HO. 4 . PRESENT LOCAL NAME(S) OR OESJGNATION(S) 

26 
2. COUNTY Vacant Building 

Johnson ~. OTHER NAME (S) 
3. LOCATION OF Show-Me RPC Magnolia Opera House Uni tog Manufacturing Co. NEGATIVES -
6 . SPECIFIC LEGAL LOCATION 16. THEMATIC CATEGORY 28. NO . OF STORIES 3 TOWNSHIP RANGE __ SECTION 

29. BASEMENT? YES (X) 
IF CITY OR TOWN , STREET AO DRESS 17. DATE(S) OR PERIOD NO( ) 

145-147 West Pine Street 1889 34tf a~Mf~uf'fE:RIAL 
7. CITY OR TOWN ltr RUAAL , VICINITY 18. STY1.E OR 0£SIGff ~~nrlc:::tonP 

Warrensburg Victorian Functional 31. WALL CONSTRUCTION 
I. DESCRIPTION OF LOCATION 19. ARCHITECT . OR .ENGfMER. Brick 

.. 
32. RO<W TYPE AHO MATERIAL 

20. CONTRACTOR OR BUILDER Flat 
33. NO. OF SAYS 

ZI. ORIGINAL USE, IF APPARENT FRONT SlOE 

Holden's 2nd Addition Opera House 34. WAil TREATMENT I 
I 

Lot 205 
! 22. PRESENT USE Plaster I 

Block B Storage 35. PLAN SHAPE Rectangle . 
·23. OWNERSHIP PUBJ.JC. ( ) 36. CHANGES ADDITION( ) 

PRlllATE(X l (EXPLAIN IN 
ALTERED (X ) NO. 42) 

24 • . OWNER'S NAME AHO ADDRESS MOVED( ) 

IF KNOWN 37. CONDITION 
Denning Investments INTERIOR Poor 

9. COORDINATES UTM 
LAT Hwy 50 West, Warrensbur g EXTERtOR Fair 
LONG 2S. OPEN TO PUBLIC? YES( ), 38. PRESF.RVATION YES ( ) 

10. SITE ( ) STRUCT~R£ ( . ) NO(X); UNDERWAY? NO(X . ) 

8UttDING (X ) ~ECT( 'i ~28~ LOCAL COW'MCT' .,Pl!RSON 'OR OftCJMIZATION .·39. ENDANGEREI>? YES( ) 

II. ON NATIONAL YES ( > 12.. IS IT YES(X) Show-Me RPC BY 'WHAT? NO(X) REGISTER? ELlGIBl.£? NO (X) NO( ) 27 .. OTHER SURVEYS IN WHICH INCl.UDEO 
13. PART OF ESTAB. YES ( ' 14 •. DISTRICT YES( ): 40, Vl518LE FROM YES (X ) 

HIST. OtSTRICT? NO (X) . POTENTIAL? NO (X i None : "PUSLIC ROAD ? HO ( 

IS. NAME OF ESTABUSHED DISTRICT i 
.41. DISTANCE FROM AND 

FROH·TAGE OH ROAD 

42. FURTHER DESCRIPTION Of' IMPORTANT F£ATUAES 
The words MAGNOLIA OPERA 1889 are set in square brick PHOTO 
recesses near the top of the building. A tin cornice MUST 
extends around the building' · Three stone pilasters 
extend from the ground to the second story, ·and continue 
as brick pilaster strips to the cornice on the south BE 

facade. A stone course ·extends around the building PROVIDED 

above the upper storv windows. Wood with (Cont'd Page 2) 
43. HISTORY ANO SIGNIP"ICAHCE 

The Magnolia Opera House was built by W.H. ijart~an and Isaac Markward in 188~ 
at a cost of $18,000. It was leased by the Quarry City Orchestra and they 
in turn sub~leased it. It's seating capacity was 800. A cooper shop was on 
this site in 1883 in a small building. By 1893 the present building was 
constructed and operas were appearing here. The first floor was vacant · 
except for a cabinet shop in the rear. By 1907, buggies and implements were 
being stored and sold on the first floor and there was still a cabinet shop 
in- the rear of the building. The operas were still appearing (Cont'd Page 2 

4<4. DESCRIPTION OF £NVIROHMV.T AND OUTBUILDINGS 

This building is on the northeast corner of West Pine Street and Washin gton 
Street. Its north facade is on an alley, the west facade faces Washington 
Street, the south facade faces West Pine Street, and it (Cont'd Page 2) 

45. SOURCES Off INf'ORMATION 
Warrensburg Sanborn Maps: 1883, 1888, 1893, 1907, 1914 , 
1924. Warrensburg City Directories: 1895. Personal 
Interview with Leland Markward, August 15, 1980 

4C. PREPARED BY 
Tom Christopher 

47 •. oRG~~~~~e RPC 

48. OAT! 49. REVISION CATUS 
,, i::. /Q 

) 

SW-AS-036-041



#42 

Form #26 
Page 2 
Vacant Building 
Show-Me RPC 

scroll work is between the second and third story windows. 
On the west facade a dock door is located on the north
west corner. This leads to a small mezzanine area between 
the first and second floors. Double doors are south of 
this dock door. Large plate glass windows are on the 
first story of the south· facade as are two doors with 
transom windows. Some brickwork has been done between 
the first and second story on the s·outh facade. A molded 
tin belt course extends around the building from the 
south facade and the west facade at the second story level. 
The original entrance to the opera house was on the west side 
through the double doors, but when the building was converted 
to factory use, the original floor plans were changed 
drastically and an elevator was added. Currently the 
interior is undergoing alterations (as of September 1980). 

#43 
on the second floor. By 1914 the cabinet shop was no 
longer in operation, but there were still buggies and 
implements being sold on the first floor. The second 
floor was still being used for operas through this time. 
Vitt-Mayes Overall Factory was in this building by 1924. 
It then evolved into Garrison Overall Factory, Brookfield
Garrison Uniform Factory, Unitog Business Clothing, and 
is presently being used a~ storage by The Granary Restaurant. 

S.F1'CADE YJ. FACADE. 

'II. i' S FAt,.Li~ N ·111 t=NTRAf\IC.E' 
EA~Ly PHortJs F~oM L~LANJ> M.4R):;\JARD 

C..ot..Le c:r1 o N 



MISSOURI OFFICE OF HISTORIC PRESERVAT ON ,, __ , . . ~ . 

ARCHITECTURAL/H roRIC INVENTORY suf 2( FORM .· 
D: .. l'..: .... _.._ ... ._ ... .._~:a:mm ... cmmi--.-............... ._ ............. __ i.-__ r.mm:D11 .. ..::w ..... ._ ..... r:11m ...... ._.~ 

I. NO. 

2 . COUNTY 

l. LOC.lTIOH o~ Show-Me 
NEGATIVE! Pl n ; n 

IL THEMATIC c:.ATEGORY 

_____ H_i_s_t_o_r_,_· c_. ......... ..lllJ, ...... ~ ....................... __ ..... Z9. U.SOIEXT? TU ( ) 

IT. CAT!(S) OR P~IOO NO CX ) 

& . S~CIFlC LEG~ LOUTIOH 
TOWN~IP £+bN RANG!: 24W SECTIOH 

I~ ClTY OR TOWN, STRE!:T ADORE.SS 

21 

101-103 S. State 1915 30. FOUNDA.TlON .. ATtRIAI. 

~----------------------------111--------------------------------4 Concrete T. Cli"r OR TOWN ' IF RURAi., VIClNITT 18. ~ OR DESIGN -----------------------
Knob Noster Functional Commercial 31.w.1.u. ccMsTRucnoN 

-------------------------------4~------------------------------1 Brick IS. AROUT!;c;T 0111 EHGINEER I. OESCRIPTION OF l..Oc..lTION Und. 32. ROOll' TTP! AHO ltATtRIAL 

Lots 5 and 6 
Block X 
Railroad Extension 

.... 2o ___ c_C_N_T_RAC:T---O-R--OR __ B_U_IL.D-E1'-----------1Gable; asphalt 
Und. n. Ho. oF uu tt------------------------------1 FRONT -. · SIDE 

21. QJ'IGIN.&L USE11 IP' .APPARENlTl 
llarage anu c1 ty ha 34. •AU. nuno.T 

ZZ.. ~OENT USE 

Offices (SW corner of S. State and 
W. McPherson) Z3. OWNERSHIP PUBLIC( ) 38.. 0<.AICGCI 

PRtVAT~( ) (EXP\..AIN IN .,_ ________________________ _........ HO.. 42) 

24. OWNER 0 S NAME AHO ADCR~SS 

Jerry L. Hinkle 

J.DomON( ) 

.ll..1'ERC) ( x ) 
wovm< > 

9 . COORCIHAT£S 

l..~T 

UTM 402 Salem St. 

LONG Z:S. CPO TO PUBLIC ? T[S( X) 
1-o-.-----------,-,T-l_( _________ S_T-RU_c;TIJ __ R_E_( __ 1 NO( ) 

IUll.DING ( OBJECT ( ZS. 1.0C.&L CONT.&c:T P£RSON OR ORGAHIZATION 
-.. _--O_N_N_A_Tl_O_NAL _____ TD_(~)--,~--.S-IT _____ YE_S_( __ '!, ___ S_h_o_w_-_M_e __ R_P_C ______________ __,. 
--"E_G_•ST __ E.R __ 1 ___ _;11fO~(~l;.+-__ ru_G_r_eu_! __ N_o __ c_ ... ZT. Ontf:R SURVe:YS IN WHICH INCLUDED 

ll.. PART C# DUI. YD ( ) 14. DISTRICT TD ( 
HIST. DISTRICT~ HO <X ) ?OTDmAL.7 NO( None 

15. NAME oir EST.&SUSHED DISTRlc;T 

N/A 
4Z. iru"THVt ~SCJUPT10N 01" IMPOlrrANT_ f'LlTURES 

A stepped parapet with gray stone edging and flat-arched windows 
provide this two-story brick building with most of its ornamenta
tion. The arches (of vertical stretcher bricks) are outlined 
for emphasis with protruding layers of header bricks. Upstairs 
window openings have been sealed. Unlike most area commercial 
buildings of two-stories, this on.e has a gable roof. A stone 

n. corcomoN Fa i r 
IPCTUnOR _____ _ 

on~" Fair 
35. PR£SERVATION "6 ( ) 

UHOeKWAT ? No ( X) 

39. !HOAHGERED ~ 
BT WHAT? 

T[S <X ) 

40. VISlll.E ~OM 
.-USUC: ROAD r 

41. DIST.lHCE FROM AND 
lf'RONT~ ON ROAD 

915. 

HO ( ) 

YDCX' 
NO( ) 

In 1915, Edward F. Kendrick erected this building as a general auto repair garage. Mr. 
Kendrick also was an agent for Ford. The upstairs was used initially as the Knob Noster 
City Han, but within a few years the city offices were elsewhere and ·the roomy"second 
floor provided space for basketball games, roller skating and other social or athletic 
functions. Movies were shown upstairs for several years, and school plays have been 
performed there. The 1922 Sanborn map identifies the second floor as an o~era house 
with a seating capacity of 500. Several other individuals other than Mr. Kendrick opera-
ted in · · · 

'-'· DOCJtl~ION ~ !HV1RONMDtT J..NO OUTIUILOINGS 

The location of this building is a corner lot on Knob Noster~s main business intersec-
tion: McPherson and State. 

4C. .-Rf;PARICt' IT 
~. U1UAcu al" ,,..,0,.,.1.TioN ·. R. Mas-era ng 

1ne History of Johnson County (1918), pp. 666-667; R.H.Utley; 
W.R. Kendrick· sit · · · Sanborn ma ' 7• oAGAHtZATtoH 

--~~~~~~..!...!.:..!i:...:i..~~~~~-==::!:-::-:--::::::;:;::-:;,;;.:--:;;:~~:;:;;;~-, Show-Me RP 
R~ 'RN .,.,..,.,. ~RM WHEN COMPLETED TO: OFFlC!; OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION ._,., 

'""•"" • n ~ r'\J P.O. BOX 17S .-•. CAT~ 41. Rf:VlSION QA,~ ~ 

!,, ADD•TIOl'IAL SNa ~ ~~r.?.!_~:ruc:H JEFFERSO~ -~-· -~ISSOURI e~102 9/86 1 
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Show.-Me Reg · • ..,,1al Planning Cormlission Project No. 29-86-100{'_ 039-A 

Kendrick's Garage 
Old City Hall 
Opera House 

101-103 S.State St. 
Knob Noster 

Washington Twp. 
Johnson Co. 

Form No. 136 

9/86 



Ll • ..&. .. .&. - .......... -

l\1Ionday B~ve, Dec. 25th, 
-----------At-----------

CHILHOWEE SCHOOL BUILDING 

Prof. P. F. c ·alhoun, expert vio!enist w-ill have 
charge of this entertainment . and he guarantees it 
to be a rare treat. 

One-third of the proceeds go_ to the school. 

Admjc.c.1•on lOc children. 
JJ 15c adults. 

Prof. Calhoun will probably as~ist in the Xmas ~ntertainment 
at the Union church,· Saturday, Dece1nber 23. " 

Ca11.11owEE NtJNi> p IZ.c... 'h ?.,. ' q 0 ;:; 

#72 Grand OpeninP- for Opera House 
The Leeton opera houRc opcnrd 

laRt 'VcclrH'R<hy night with an 
elaborate RCenic production of a 
Routh crn plantation hy a minfltrc] 
troupe. The honRo is nndcr the 
manngrmcnt of .T. H. li.lliot, and 
he i~ to lie congratulated on the 
splcnrlid opera house he haA fur
niRhcd L cton. The structure iH a 
Rplendicl reprorluction of a rural 
Flmit hy'R Rh op, only the Rpr<'ading 
0h<'Rn11t tree iR missing, and upon 
entering or.e loRf'R himR If amid a 
flccno of f rgf'R, ar:vils, horse shocR 

nnd nail keg~. Pete r1ayR the black
Rmith trade haA JoRt all itR attract 
ionR for him. Jlc inten(lR to Atage 

none hut. the higheRt class playR 
that will rank with the WilliR 
Wootl in 1\anRnR City. ITc eayR 

h<> hail j nRt :rn well for if ho 
<lidn 't Willii:1 Wootl (would). The 

I 
npC!ra JionHe r.ompany was unfor
tunate in Recuring- for itR firAt nro-

r f"l .t • Uf~ •I 1 

· duction a company that hail the 
blackleg sure enough, but he didn't 
know it until too late. Uc Haya 
that he fcelH hacl ahout it for the 
rcaRon that, Charlie GilchriRt nn1l 
Dick Boston were both there, hav
ing purcha.Aed box scats Rcveral 
dayR in advance to avoid the rnsh 
and owrng to the fact that they 
wero such close acrnteuizcrs of the 
dancing girls, they arc Atuc to 
catch it. Then Charlie cant attend 
to the financial wants of the people 
nor can Dick teach the yonng irlen. 
how to shoot.. Pete is nfraid they 
.vill Rnc for damagcR and take nll 
the procer.dA of the first pro<lt1ction. 
I [c Ra y s he will run no riRks, hn t 
will make a }i<'l'R011al r.xarnination of 
th e rwxt troupe to he RI! re tb1·y 
h:tvC'n't. that fatal rli 1w a~c .-. Lcc
tnn Tim<>R, 

CWUiOWEE Nt:W .. 

s ~ r1. ~ q , 1 ~ o s-

#73 PatronaRe in Poor Taste 

Holden iR sti ll tolernti 11 g"U11de 
I 

Tom's Cabiu" l:l hows. One Hhowcd 

there last week. The people of 

Holden ought to follow the ~xampl1• 

of many other M isrnuri low11s anti 

asse s a li eemie of co upl e o f hu11 <ln·d 

dollars on eac h and very perfnr 

ma nee of the play in thei l' oily . Thi · I 
Civa l War iR a thiug o f the past -

over forty yearn past-a11<l it i ~ :rn j 

i11sult to the good pco1,le of th e I 
South lo allow this play, whid1 / 

has Ro miArcprescntcd tL c i;io11thl'r11 / 

people, to Rh ow in a.ny tow u, I 

"Uncle Tom's Cabin iH a IJ011k o l II 

'..lnasHailablc literary merit, J,111. it . 

waH a prime hclor i11 bti11gi11g :iho11t I 
I 

t,he 101:18 of th o usands of Ii Vl'H a 11<.! / 

milliorlf~ of <lollani ov1·r a q11 eMti o11 

that would mo i;L p rnlia hly ha\"I! ! 
been Rcltled pcaca.lily i11 1he <'O'll' H" / 

of a few )~ ears.-Lceton Ti mes. I 

CWUiOWEE I ·hw~ 

c\'oV.~~,1~0 ~ 



HEAR Him Sing· -

LISTEN t.o Him .Joke 

Al JOLSON 
In 'l'laP n1·,•:1f1•sf. 

l'if'f lit'<' of The• 1\i~c· 

·)(· 

·X· 

Commerclu ~ind 11cnn t 1 t, 

#93 Star Theater Shows and Matinees 
L&G~W£CEZS 

Matinee Daily 2 :30, Sat. 2 and 3 ::JO 

Tonight-3 Shows for 10c-25c 
NO.I 

Alice White 
Jack Mulhall 

·7.· 

"The Singing Fool" ·):· 
You'll l11•ar Hirn Sin~ Xin<· Son~-; 

- lfp .JokPH and 'l'alks--Bul. 

\\"!:1•11 II•• Sitlt.!:H "So1111.v Boy'', 
\ · 011'11" Say l'Pt'f'(•rt. 

SllO\\S J\'I' 2::10-7:00-!J:OO 

Sf ~DAY ( 'ON'l'INFOf S 

J\ff1•1ul 'l'ltP :\lafitu•Ps 

J\dmis~ion 

Sn111lay I Oc: :11111 i'iOI' 

W1•t•lc l>:iys 

Rvening 

10<'-l>Oc 

Only lfrt'<' f'nn You 

Hear As Well As St>e 

1\ 1 J • ,J O 1 J S 0 N 

S T A R ·J 0 u R N A l. 
W~fUM!.NSWUAQ, MO. 

ra'l'\. ,,_ \ q ~q 

#92 Empire Hall on N. Holden, Wbg. 

How Well Do You 
Know 'Nf arrensburg·? 

.\ n:-ow<'I' to Yc•:-ott·1·tla)''s QucsLion 
Th · 1~1111)iro Hall- was located I 

onr lhc l{nncll :--'& H.eam Drug 
Stnn' kno\\ 11 t h oi:e days as the 
C'l<1 rk' Dnq.~ Store Co. 

I 111o:L . cvny 11wJor evenl or 
churd1. loclg or of society in 
'W:trrc11 s1Jurg, was held iu this hall. 

Its popularity inclucled the year 
moo . JL was t ho 'swanky' place 
to give clan ·c . tu.rkey dinners, 
;H\<1rcss0s ;.111tl lheatrica.l perform-
a lH.'. CS. 

S T A R · J 0 B R H A l <f'~ \.r, \ 'i , 
w A"NIU!fVRft A. I q '~ 

·X• 

·x 

·Y.· 

·X· 

·X· 

·:·:· 

·:·:· 

•X· 

.;r.: 

-::· 

and 
Stewart 
Uome 

·I.· 

•· 

hng;lish • 

.. 
She's go{ lots of "It'' This gTeat mystcry-mclodra- • 

.... He never cared for lots of ma has thrilled two conti-
"it" ncn Is. Critics hail it. as "one 

But she's got lots of "it"' of the best murder mysteries • 
·::· That's hi weakness now! ever screened." 

·::· 

·Ne .. 3,..AJso uThe Collegians'' 
"Naughty Bahy" twice tonig·ht at 7 ::W and 10 o'dork 

"Wa1e Case" once only at 8: -t!i-Collcg'ians once at 9: to • 
ft 

Wt.•<I. and Thurs. Nig·hts 7 ::wand !) 
I · 

Mat. 2 ::rn 

Buddy Rogers in ''Someone to Love" ft 

• • * * * * • * * * * * • ~ • * * ~ * 



Historic Missouri Theatres Questionnaire 

Knox County Historical Society 

Does your organization have information about the following theatres? 

Biggerstaff's Opera House 
Burk's Concert Hall 
Edina Opera House 
llndina Theatre 

Edina 

Is this( these) theatre(s) still in operation? 

Biggerstaff's Opera House 
Burk's Concert Hall 
Edina Opera House 
llndina Theatre 

Edina 

I yes __ 
7 

no __ _ 
yes ____ no _

7
_ 

yes ____ no __ _ 
v yes ____ no __ _ 

./ yes ____ no __ _ 
yes ____ no-~-
yes ____ no _ 

7 yes ____ no __ _ 

If not, does the building(s) where the theatre was located still exist? 

Biggerstaff's Opera House 
Burk's Concert Hall 
Edina Opera House 
llndina Theatre 

Edina " yes --;- no __ _ 
yes __ 

7
_ no __ _ 

yes __ 
7 

no __ _ 
yes ____ no __ _ 

What other historic theatres were located or are currently located in your area? ----------------

Please check the specific types of information you have about theatres in your area? Please note any 
sources you think would be particularly useful for this project. 

books about specific theatres 

photographs 

newspaper articles 

scrapbooks 

county or town histories 

other, please specify 

Do you have any information on which theatre or vaudeville circuit played in your area? 

What days and times is your library open to the public? -------------------------------

Can special arrangements be made for the library to be open at other times? 

Thank you for your assistance. Please return to: Becky Snider 1008 Sunset Dr. Columbia, MO 65203 
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Off i c e of Hi s tori c ? res er'' H i on , ? . 0 . 3 o ;< 1 7 G • J e f ~ 2 rs on C i t v . Mi s so~ r : 

HISTORIC INVENTORY 
O ::l 1 '.J I 

"· ?r~St:lll Njn1u(ll 
I NO 

Ct-17 
] C011111y 

Federal Crop Insurance Corporation 

:<.nox 
5 01nt:1 .'~<unc(~I 3& E. j_ , 1/ ;(/ _,1 d· ::5 '/-A,) ./ I 

~ ---. . c ... r?./;:.-r -_; ~- / 

J LOl:•11an o• NC<JdllWdS 

I V 

' 
NEMO Regional Plannino Corrur . Bank of Edina,-'Lindina Theater be:> s 3 

6 Spcc111c luc•tron 
lb . Tlle1na11c C41tl1JO'Y 28 . No . al Storn::l 2 

n Basemr!nl? Yes IX 
306 E. LaFayette 
Block 8, Lot 1 County Addition 

11 Da1c(s) 01 Piitio<l NO I. 

c 1881-1886 JO . F oun<Ja11on Ma1e1141 

I C.iv u1 Town 11 Au1al, Townsnap ·~ v1c11111y 16 S1y1t1 o' Oo:.;a;n Vernacular with coursed stone -."j 

Edinri Italinate affini ties4;)._. /(A ) 1. Wall Co11s1ruc11on 

d S.1 .. · Plan w11n Nor Ill .).uQw 19. A1c1111ecl 01 E11g1nd-i1 ~IY'~.+ brick ) .L 

!S D I J2. Roal Type ~ MJlefldl 

20. Co1111ac101 01 Bu1W~1 nent F T- y 

P.B. Linville )J. No. ol 8.Jy s 

21 . 011a1nal Uso, 11 JppJ11:rn1 
Frnnl 3 Sr<le 0 

Corrunercial · ()d-£ o;:iA )4 . Wall T1eatmen1 

22 Prcscrnl Usct """ n honn 3() 
Corrunercial JS . Plan Shape rectanqula 

I/ 2J Ow11c13tl1µ PuOl1c I I J6 . Chany~s Aaaitwn x 

t-{ 
Privale !XI (ExplJan ~ 

24 . Ownet's N..irnu !. Auu1ess. in •42) 

1 /i -~,/A.P i1L_,, 
11 known Joanne Mankop f ) l. C.Jnd111on 

'; Cu n 11J1n.,.Ct!S J UTM Memphis, MO ln1e11ot 

l .. d Ecfuro_; E.x1~11ar fair 

L dll•J 15/570505/4446445 25 . Open 10 Ye3 l:X ::ia . Pr~ser11a1ion Yes , 

10 S111: I I S11uctute I , 
Puo11c? No I I Unde1way? Not 

8111lt1111Q IX Oo1ctc1 1 1 26 . Local Conlacr P~r30ll Ot 01oan1za1lon )9 . Endangert?c.J? Yes r 

11 On N .. 11on.ll Yc'l I I 12 IS II Ye3 IXl NEMO Reqio na l. P l. a nnincr Comm. 
By lt'Jhat? neglect No I 

I ; 1:1; 1 ')lt:I? No~ ElHJIUl6°! No I I 21 01f'lt1t Su1vcy:a in Wh1cn lnclu<.led in cornice area 

I J Pa11 al !:slJO Ye:. I I 14 . D1::>l11c1 Yes 1:x 
H1:.I U1:)l ? No Kl Po1t:n1T? No I I 

40 . Vis1blo ltom Yes ' 
PuOlic Roacf! NO i 

NJ111u oj E Sl.llll1.5t1C<l 01s111cl I~ 
-41. Oistanca ltom .:ina 

Ftool~ge on Aoac.J 

~~ . F ullflt:I Oesc111Jl1un ul lmpot1an1 Fddlures The first stor y has been altered. A sin g le leaf modern de 

is slightly off center on the front (N) facade. The space app ears to have accomodated a 
double leaf door. To either side are large square windows. Across the entire facade abc 
this the transom area is enclosed. A small harrow rectangular window is next to the dooJ 
(to the east) and on the west end. Cast iron decorative piers end the building. The ki ( 
plate area is filled with new brick. Above the transom area is a paneled cornice with p ; 
ed scroll brackets. The second story brick facade rises from this. Three very elongater 

(con 
JJ h1:.101y .anl.l S1H111l1c.lnct: . . • This building was financed by P.B. Linville; the Globe Democrat ~ists 

him as the wealthiest man in Edina along with T.J. Lycan. Linville was worth $100,000 i 
1886 & practised banking & brokering. He used this building as his bank; (see Ct-10 & C 
16 ). Mary Fisher inherited the building from the Linville's. Delbert Hawkins purchased t 
structure from her & established the Lindina Theater which op erated until the 1960's. (cor 

"~ Odsc11p11on or Envrronmen1 .in<.J Ou1ou1101ngs This is the second building from the west end of Block 

8. It faces north onto the courthouse square. 

46 . Prcuarucl Dy 

Globe Democrat 4/22/1886 Mar aret Kelier 
Personal Interview with Brent Karhoff 41 . Otgan11a11011 HEMO 

1887 History Reoio "'-

5/84 

I 
I 

I 
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42 . round arched windows are fo und here . Heavy hoodmolds top these windows & are trimmed 
with fancy rosettes. Windows originally were 1/ 1 but now have the tops enclosed and 
smaller 1/1 rectangular windows installed below. The building ends with an elaborate 
wood cornice that maintain s a homegeneous pat tern to the east end of the block. The 
area is paneled; scrolled floral brackets are paired & alternate with groups of five 
smaller brackets. Dentils are also found here . This area is deteriorating . A l~ 
story pent addition is to the rear (S) and has two single leaf doors. Above this the 
back wall of the main building has flat topped windows which have been altered ; the 
tops are filled in and the s hape is now a 1/ 1 square window. 

43 . Next the building was so l d to Joanne Mankopf of Memp his, Missouri. 

Presently the building is occupied by the Federal Crop Insurance Corporation. 
One of their services is Planter s All Risk Crop Insurance . 
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Office of Historic Preservation. P.O. Box 

HISTORIC INVENTORY 
I No 4 . ?ti:::it:lll N.antu(ll 

Ct-25 ~ p t!. 1 
- ....C;:"j.7.-t. ;Y_.i/J -

} C.:.iu111r Dollar General Store & Blue Room Steaks c ,_ ~--"/ ._:::i .:: ..1- .:;;.t..u.J.../~ /: 
:<nox 5 Otnt:t .'~<unct::a) 

~ L 0c.u1on QI NC<J41t .. c:tS 

Oo'l·I NEMO Regional Planninq Cornn. 'T'msil & Grantaes. Sandknop's Department Store 
, 

10 . Tht!1n,11c CJ10001y 6 Spcc111c LUC411on 2~ . No . o/ S10111:l 2 
322 E LaFayette n. 8aseml!nl? Yes 1: 
Blk 8, Lot 5, County Addition 11 Oare(~) 01 Pttdoc.J Nol 

c 1883 30 . Foun<Jar ion Ma1e1141 

I C.iy ut Town II Autal. Town~n1p ·!. V1C1111ty 16 S1y1u of Oo:.;1(_Jn Vernacular with coursed stone ~ 
Edina Italianate Affinities 69 JI . Waif Co11s1tuc11on 

d S.i.: Ptdn w1&n No1ll\ .l.11ow 19 . A1c1111ec1 01 E 11g1nti'i1 brick ~ n j J2. Aool~~e ~ M"teflCll 
20 . Co1111ac101 01 Buuac:t pent --- 0 / 
Jrike Bishoff JJ. No . ol 8.Jys 

21 . 01101nal Usa, " clppJtiJnl Frnnc 7 Side 6 
('nmmPrcjal· u;;r- J4. Wall Trea1men1 

22 Prcscrnl Use ff common bond 
/ rnmmi::>rr i ;:i l JS . Plan Shape rectangula 

2J Ow11c1:1h11J PuOl1c I I 36 . Cl1an~t!S Aaai1ian : · N Private i2'l (EiplJ1n ~ec{~ 
24 . Ownet's NJtncJ ! Allu1es:s. in i.i21 Mov~<.J 1 

)_a_, r /)J.{L__;f;fj_ 11 known Mildred & Bill Sandknop Jl. C.:Jndll1on 
Cun11J1n .. l~:i 

u 
UTM & Mrs. Ragland Interact good ~ 

l .. d Edina, MO E.x1~11or good 
l <llllJ 

15/570560/4446445 25 . Open IO Ye:s 1X1 :IB . Prt!ser11a11on 
Puoiic? Yes , 

10 S111: I I SltuClute 1 ; No I I Underway? No~ 
8111lil111q ·~ 00jdCI I I 26 . Local Contact Per:son O< Oroanizarlon 39 . En<Jangereu? Yes f 1 

11 O n N ... 1111nJI Ye:. I I 12 1$ II Ye:s l)<l NEMO Reqional. Pla nnina By 1Nha1? No IX 
j i 1:1; I:. I l:I 1 No~ Elig1u1e ·! No I l 21 OlhtH Sutvcy:s in Wh1cn Included 

Comm. 

IJ Pa11 ot !:st.10 Ye:. I I 1-' . 01:)lr1c1 Yes~ 

H1~1 U•:il ? No Kl PottnlT? No 11 40 . Vis10ic l1om Yes •x 
PuOlic Road? NO I I 

I) !'-4a111" ol E s1.lOl1.sncd 01s1e1c1 ... . Distance lfOm JnO 
Fronlage on Aoac.J 

.:2 . F uttllc::I Oosc11~11un ul lmpottant Fdctlures 
Ori inall g y this structure had a front facade that followed 

the same pattern as the others to the west. (See historic photo.) Windows were very 
elongated with round arched tops & heavy hoodmolding. The wooden cornice at the roof leve 
had massive brackets & a contrasting color scheme. A cast iron storefront matched the oth 
on the block. Now a metal sheathing covers the entire front facade from the transom area 
upwards. The hoodmolding protrudes through the siding but all other detailing is obscurec 
The cornice has been boxed in to form an inverted pyramid shape at the roof. The store-

-'3 H1:.101y .. nlJ Sq1111tic.:incc (cont) 
R.M. Biggerstaff had this double structure built along with his other 

building Ct-22. He was the most extensive builder on the south side of the square & em
ployed Jake Bishof(' (see Ct-12) as his contractor. P.\~. Parker baked the bricks in his 
kiln. R.M. Biggerstaff was listed as the second wealthiest man in Edina in 1886, his valu 
was ascertained to be $40,000. Upstairs in this bui lding (Ct-25) was the old Edina Opera 

.... Ot!scr1p11on QI Env11onmen1 .inti Out Ou1IQ1ngs (cont) 
This commercial structure faces north onto LaFayette 

Street and is situated at the SW corner of LaFayette and Fourth Streets. 

•5 Suu1c:11:1 01. lnlo1111.:i11on 

Personal Interview with Brent Karhoff 
Edina Sentinel 8/14/1941 
Edina Sentinel Business File 
Globe Democrat 4/22/1886 

~6 . Prcuarucl Oy 

Mar aret Ke ller HPC 
41 . Organ1za1101 1 NE.t'10 

SW-AS-036-044



42. front d isplay area has been comp l ete l y altered . Four l arge square storefront 
windows alternat e with mode r n sing l e leaf entrances. A s mall rectangular window 
forms the centra l bay . A board/ batten type siding is used around these openings . 
On the east side are tall narrow round arched 1/1 windows with metal sills & singl e 
rowlock headers . Here the foundation is exposed to a height of 4 ' & has fou r s mall 
square windows with triple rowlock headers . In the rear (S ) a pent roofed vestibule 

affords entrance to the basement. 

43 . House . Blind Boone once played piano here to impressed audiences . The county court 
also located here after the old courthouse burned in 1885 . The upstairs was used as 
the courthouse until the present one was cons t r ucted in 1936 . Smith Abstract was 
also upstairs in 1928 & Smith ' s Law Office was sti l l here in 1966 . At one time a bowl
in9 alley & roller rink were located her e . The basement was McCabe ' s restaurant . Jim 
Rag land ran a tavern here for many years . Currently it is the Blue Room Steak House. 

Several large department stores have been in the main l evel. Originally this was 
a dry goods & clothing store; a subs equent business was the Tans i l & Gra ntges 
Department Store owned by Mr . Beal . J . H. Sandknop was a promi ne n t Edina businessman , 
he first was in the grocery trade with Paul Collins on s. Main in 1912- 1913. I n 1914-
15 he bought the Krueger Jewelry Store . By 1916 he had his exclusive ladies ready- to
wear & dry goods ~tore , Sandknop & Grantges , on the west side of the square & remained 
the re in the old A. G. Bostick grocery store (Ct - 7) until 1940 . Then he moved to this 
location (Ct-25) & established Sandknops Department Store . After bei ng in b usiness 
fo r 35 years in 1947 J . H. Sandknop decided to quit. He sold his stock & rented the 

bui lding . 

In 1975 this store , which for the last 23 years had been operated by Mr . & Mrs . 
Ben Sandknop , wa s purchased by Steve Coram & Sam Myer s of Edina. P . N. Hirsch was here 
until this year , 1984 , when Dollar General Stores moved in . 



Historic Missouri Theatres Questionnaire 

Laclede County Historical Society 

Does your organization have information about the following theatres? 

Lebanon Opera House Lebanon yes -Y- no __ _ 

Is this( these) theatre(s) still in operation? 

Lebanon Opera House Lebanon yes ____ no~ 
If not, does the building(s) where the theatre was located still exist? 

Lebanon Opera House Lebanon yes ____ no~ 

What other historic theatres were located or are currently located in your area? _ ___Af_~-----

-------FFf:--7------~-~--~--=~-------=--;--~-/-------------

-------+--=--~---~-~--1-~- --- --------~----~--- --~-----
Please check the specific types of information you have about theatres in your area? Please note any 
sources you think would be particularly useful for this project. 

___ books about specific theatres 

--ff photographs 
___ newspaper articles 

__ scrapbooks 

-/:county or town histories 
___ other, please specify 

Do you have any information on which theatre or vaudeville circuit played in your area? 

---------------------------------------------;zr-=.------------------
What days and times is your library open to the public? --~ ._C::-~'::lr.---~~ ~--

Can special arrangements be made for the library to be open at other times? 

-----------------------------------------------------~----------
Who is the best person to contact for more information? _ _D_~_.Q_~__LM ________________ _ 

L.f-17 - SJ z_~ ~ 7 s-Y 

Thank you for your assistance. 
Please return to: Becky Snider 1008 Sunset Dr. Columbia, MO 65203 ~,.. ~ ~ /'-4-J 

~o/c/O~~~~-/J-~ 
Fl'"'-- 7 A o /cl f~ r~ --H --'-.J,.,L..,_ . 

' ~fed~~/~ v-~ 
/7'~(-l7'SCJ --of- r' -)!>,P - ~ ~~ 
~__;;;I- ,6e_ ~/ 7k-~ c ~ _) -

' 
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STATEMENT Residence Phone 193 

Lebanon, Mo.,, _____________ , 193 

Jn Account With 

SAM FARRAR 
Druggist and Bookseller 

Since January 2i, 18:0 

Stanrlard Pharmaceutical Preparations Painters' Supplies 
Standard Proprietory and Patent Medicines School Supplies 
Physicians' Supplies Musical Merchandise, Etc. 
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Historic Missouri Theatres Questionnaire 

Concordia Area Heritage Society 

Does your organization have information about the following theatres? 

v Lyric Theater Concordia yes ____ no __ _ 

Is this( these) theatre(s) still in operation? 

Lyric Theater Concordia r yes ____ no __ _ 

If not, does the building(s) where the theatre was located still exist? 

Lyric Theater Concordia yes -~no __ _ 
P7 ) 

What other historic theatres were located or are currently located in your area? _t'f& £~__.n_ ___ _ 
'-../) .:t - _-+/)-A . ~ " A ( _ #t'" 01 ;~ L _J{...14l_ ~/)- 4</t. / ~~- J~-::- - ~-4--· 
-----~-==-'I-~-~~~ f ~-------
Please check the specific types of information you have about theatres in your area? Please note any 
sources you think would be particularly useful for this project. 

books about specific theatres 

photographs 

newspaper articles 

scrapbooks 

county or town histories 

other, please specify 

Do you have any information on which theatre or vaudeville circuit played in your area? 

~~~~~~=------------z------------
What Clays and times is your libI<llf7 open to the public? _1~~~--Y--~ 
~;J-~~~!3Ll&,_o:i.~Sf'-~---1r-14i-91211; . 
Can spe~ial ~angements be mJ'de for the lii rary to-be ope-n af ~ther times? 

------;ti.~-----------------------------------------------------. -----
Who is the best person to contact for more information? -~!>---------------------------· 

Thank you for your assistance. 
Please return to: Becky Snider 1008 Sunset Dr. Columbia, MO 65203 







~fit'1tf+~ Caun~ 

Historic Missouri Theatres Questionnaire 

Lexington Library and Historical Association 

Does your organization have information about the followin~heatrl 
Baehr's Hall ¥1\oW.. ~ VlfL ~ Lexington yes _ _ no _ 
Geyer Grand/ i·---- ~ yes_ _no_ _ 

~
Hagen's Opera House yes ____ no __ _ 

t 
Leiderkrantz Hall yes - v-- no __ _ 
New Grand yes ~- no ~-
Turner's Hall yes ____ no __ _ 
Wright's Grand yes ____ no __ _ 

Is this(these) theatre(s) still in operation? 
Baehr'·S Hall Lexington yes ____ no -'$:-
Geyer Grand yes ____ no -~ 
Hagen's Opera House yes ____ no _ _ 
Leiderkrantz Hall yes ____ no_ _ 
New Grand yes ____ no _ _ 
Turner's Hall yes ____ no -4--
Wright's Grand yes ____ no -f -
If not, does the building(s) where the theatre was located still exist? 
Baehr's Hall Lexington yes ____ no +--
Geyer Grand yes ____ no __ _ 
Hagen's Opera House yes ____ no -'f---
Leiderkrantz Hall yes ____ no ___ _ 
New Grand yes ____ no __ _ 
Turner's Hall yes ____ no __ _ 
Wright's Grand yes ____ no __ _ 

'1jat other historic theatres were loc_ated or~~ cu~ently locateR in your area? ---------------

--~~~1-11tli&--\2LcliliLJ1~ .. cJic~_LIQ~----------------------
· Please check the specific types of information you have about theatres in your area? Please note any 

sources you think would be particularly useful for this project. 

books about specific theatres 

-~ photographs 

- .}-- newspaper articles 

scrapbooks 

=Y: :~::r~p~:::::~;ries :JL~;G~=42~ ~~======= 
Do you have any information on which theatre or vaudeville circuit played in your area? 

~t days rui,d ? mes isz?P~ ~rary open to the public? --------------------,;--- _______ _ 

--~ft4--~~( _J&._fil_Q0 L-~~--ei~!L~Lj];&}~~ -----
Can speciJ arrang~ents be made for the library to be open at other times? yes ____ no __ _ 

Who is the best person t~ contact for more information? --~J2~----------------· 

Thank you for your assistance. Please return to: Becky Snider 1008 Sunset Dr. Columbia, MO 65203 



June 10,1998 

Ms Be.cky L. Snider 
1008 Sunset Drive 
Columbia, MO 65203 

Dear Ms Snider, 

La f="o. lj-<'f f-6 

Lexington Historical Association 
P.O. Box 121 

Lexington, MO 64067 

\:Jr°'· ..,..,,.c ,,,.: •• - -1 --~ .... ... Ari '~"' s~ 11ast +-a1l c.,.. __ u·.,;... + ...... .::-.-." .. : .... ,. '.,-~~~ ··u~ u· .. g. '!'--~ ;... .. . ~....: .... i· t.~'"""' f~es n~ i TLe·xu· 1g" on .... 1 si1ou1·-i 
• • ..., .i (, \... .lY C U yuw .l.v'1.Uv '- . ' .l 1 .LU.l l.lU.l&UaU,Ual .n ... 5114£ 'o &11.)l.U.i..l~ U:&"'(l~ '- • 1 .l~ 

probably be addressing you "Doctor" as I've been so remiss in answering your correspondence. 
Lexington was rich with theatres and opera houses so the information should be readily available. 
However, this may not be the case. We are an all-volunteer organization and often fall short of time to 
do the things we really love, which includes helping people like yourself pursue your research. 

Our most notorious theatre was ihe Grand Opera House built in 1879 by Henry Hagan. Hagan built 
the structure at a cost of $5,000 and the price of the lot. It was 40' by 100' and seated 800 people. It's 
opening in 1885 and featured "Othello". The opera house was later known as Wrights Theatre until 
its destruction by fire in August of 1924. It was located at the corner of what is now 9th Street and 
Franklin A ven_ue. 

There was an opera house next to Baehr's Cave (the old Cider and Pickling Works at Franklin Ave. 
and 11th Street). It is now a vacant lot. I've read references to fraternal organizations meeting in a 
hall above Baehr's Cave as well. There may be two locations at question here. There is a picture of it 
in the old Atlas of Lafayette County published in the 1870' s and available at our local library. 

You probably already have these little shreds of information. We have been without an archivist for a 
year so I'm not abie to supply you with much in-depth research. I would recommend a trip to 
Lexington. Just give us a little notice and we'll be ready. 

Again, my apology for the delay and best of luck with your endeavor. We would love a copy of your 
work if that's not too presumptuous. 

eth 

President 



MISSOURI . OFt-ICE OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION 
ARCHITECTURAL/HlSTORIC INVENTORY SURVEY FORM 

. FREEDOM TOWNSHIP (CONC-ORDIA) 
I. NO. 4. P"OE."fT LOC~ NAM!:(S) OR OE,IGNATIOH(S) 

260 
2. COUNTY 

The Palace Restaurant and Bar 
_____ L_a_f_a_y_e_t_t_e ______ ..,. ~. OT HU NAM!: cs) 

3. Loc~TroN o" Show-Me Regional Formerly: Thees Martens 1 Saloon; Lyric Theater 
NEGATIVES p annino . . 

I . SP£CIF1C l.l:~ LOC.A~ IL THEMATIC: CATEGORY 
TowNSH1P4~1'-' RA111G£24W - sEc:TIOH_4__ Histor1·c 

Z5. 8"0AEMT? Tl!:S ( X l 
If' CJTY Ollt TOWN, STREET AOCRDS I-IT.-. _O_A_T'f_(_S_) -O-A -P!R....,,IOO._..L.1..1......i...._..w...~----i NO ( ) 

735 Main St. Built ca. 1910s lo. FouNcAT10" wAnR1-"" 

1. aTY oR TowN ,,, RuRA1.., v10N1TT ••. ~ oR ois1GN Brick 
__ C_o_n_c_o_r_d_i_a_,_M_o_. __________ 1-__ v_·i_c_t_o_r_1_· a_n_F_u_n_c_t_i_o_n_a_l ____ __. 31. •ALk c:orcsTRuc:noN 

I. O!SCRIPTION OF L.OC.ATION 

·Lot 7 
Block F 
Original Town 

(NE corner of Main and Boggs/ 
8tn Street, in Concordia) 

9 . COOACINATES UTM 

UT 

is. ARouTEc:T 011 EHGINl!:!R Brick 
.... __ U._n_d_e.._t.._e._r_m_,-· n-e~d;;..._ _______ _. 32. ltOOf' TYPI!: AHO WA T!JUAL 

20. ccNTRACToR oR su1uiER Flat· com osition 
Undetermi ~d 33. 1110. oF un .------------------o1 f'RONT , · SIDE 

l•. WALL. TR!.ATilll~T 

.---........i ...... .w..i-------------------------1 Common bond 
tt. 1rsENurua5~t and bar 
23. OWNERSHIP 

24. OWN!R 0 S NAM! AND ADOR~ 

Wil 1 i a·m Webb 
514 Gordon St. 

PUBLIC: ( ) 

PR!VAT~( X ) 
31S.. ~Al'f<ia 

(f'.XPLAIN IN 
HO. 42) 

37. CONDITION 

.t.OorTlON ( l 

~<X> 
lllOVD) ( ) 

IHTDnOR _____ _ 

onRt011t Good 
__ L._o_"_G _________________ a OPVI TO PUBLIC:? YES( X) 

SITE ( NO( . ) 

38. P~ATION ~ex) 

UHcefNAT? Mai nt. No< ' 10. STRUc:TIJR!:( 

______ 1_Ut_1.._c_1HG_< ______ o_a_J_ECT_< _ _. ZS.. L.OC:AL CONTACT PGSON OR ORGANIZATION 

ti. ON NATIONAL TU ( rz. IS IT TES ( Owner ; : 
'tGtSTER ? NO ( l WGI~ ~ NO ( _________ ....,. _______ ....,. Z7. OTI4t;R SUR~~S IN WHICH INC1.UC!D 

39. !HOAHGEREO? Ta ( l 
ST WHAT ? HO ( X ) 

11 nRT C# D'T>.I. TD ( ) 14. orsntc:T TD ( 
None known 40. Vt511L£ "OM 

~81.JC: ROAD ~ 
TO( ) 

HIST: OlSTIUc:T ~ NO CX ) ?OTDmAL1 NO( 

15. KAM! Ctr !ST.l8LISHC> DISTRICT 

N/A 

4Z. ,-URT'lotO 0~5CUPT10N Otr IMP<:>llrTAICT ~TURf;S 

This is a two-story rectangu·lar brick commercial building with a 
truncated SW corner containing the main entrance. Alterations in
clude the bricking of some window and door openings on the south 
and east facades, as well as storefront changes. Part of the old 
wooden storefront has been retained, however. The interior has 
been remodeled. 

4l. HISTORY ANO SIGNl"1C: .• uu;i: 

41. DISTANCE FROM AND 
l"'ROMT~ OH ROAD 

!lfO ( ) 

Original owner Thees Martens had this building erected in the 1910s around a frame, gable
roofed saloon he owned. The older saloon apparently remained open for business until 
construction of the present building was completed, and then was torn down. · During the 
years of prohibition, it became a grocery store and later was used as a restaurant. The 
lyric T~eaterA a movie house, was opened upstairs in the late 1920s or so. (Concordia's fi 
opened in 190~ .. ) The Lyric was there until about 1960. An "opera house" was upstairs 
for a short time before the movie screen was installed. The 1932 graduating.class of Con-
cordia Hi . h Sc o · · · 

.... caCJt1n10N °' EMvtRONMDfT AHO ounu1LD1NGS apartments. This building was selected primat:'ily 
for its local significance, rather than for its ar
chitecture. The Lyric was operated for 27 years by 

Paul Oetting. Earlier, movies were shown in a buildi The en~ironment is commercial. 

RE'T\JRN THIS F<:>RM WHEN CCMPt..ETEJ TO: om~ OF MISTORIC PRfSERVATION 
4&.. . C.f.T~ 4t. Rl!:YISION OATUS) 

!,, &DOITICNAL ~ IS ~ED:~O, .AT'T.lC:H 
~~TE SM~£T(Sl TO T~ l"OR .. 

P.O. SOX 171 
JEFFERSON QTY, MISSOURI 6~102 
PM_ 31£-7!51-.&ogg 

.. 
I 

SW-AS-036-045





'-'I a l\ L.~L.:.l ~ /""\ I IV I 

ARCHITECTURAL/Hl?irORIC INVENTORY SURVEY FORM .......................... ._ ...... _________________________ Y. 

I. HO . 
.78 

4 . PRESENT LOCAL NAME(S) OR DESIGNATION(S) 

2. COUNTY Davis Theatre 
Lafayette 5 . OTHER NAME(S) 

3-.--Lo_c_A_T-1o_N_._o_F __ .__ __ ~-------------t Auto Sales 
NEGATIVES ShCMT-Me R. P. C. Eclipse. Livery Stable 

6 . SPECIFIC LE<i44.. .. LOCATION 
TOWNSHIP 4~1~ RANGE 25W SECTION 6 

16. THEMATIC CATEGORY l'.)3 C) 28. NO. OF STORIES l 

w-------/--~--------------------------------------129. BASEMENT? 
IF CITY OR TOWN t STREET ADDRESS 

TES ( X) 
17. DATE(S) OR PERIOO NO ( ) 

2008 M:iin ., RR C\ ~ (__I I ? . .) ~ 30. FOUNDATION MATERIAL 
---------------. -------------TY---------t--------------~""'-----~;;;;.;.;..;._;....;......;_ __ ~ Unlcriawn rJi 7. CITY OR TOWN lf' ~AAL t VIClNI 18. STYLE OR DESIGN -

Hi2"2"insville. Mi cqrniri --------------- 31. WAU. CONSTRUCTION 
-,_--o-E-sc_R_1~PT~1~0Nc;;;Q.=o~F~L~o=GA~T~1o•N~~~w.i...-... ______ 1-1,-.--AR-GHJT----~---- o-R--E-NG--,ME£---R-----,V'/i--,.-c, )----~ BrickL·B · 

. 5 0 32. ROOf' TYP! AHO MATERIAL 

l.Dt 9, Block K, 
McMeekins Subdivision 

.-2-0-. -c-oN_T_R_A_CT __ o_R __ o_R_. -eu-1-Lo_E_R ___ p......._(,'_• _c_1-i, ___. Flat Asnhalt f-t P 

J'i W 33. NO. OF BAYS 
____________________________ ...-;; ____ ~ 

FROHT } 21. ORIGINAL. USE, IF ~PPARENT SIDE 

. -· 

Liverv O;;).£ (J ~A 34'. wlll. TREATMENT 
~ --22-.--P-RES __ EH __ T __ U_S_E_..... _________ ___. ______ ~ Rri~k.:3Z> 

Theatre 3~. PLAN SHAPER.-. , ,.., ''"' 11.Qr 
·%3. OW'KERSHIP PUB.UC ( ) 36. CHANGES ADOITfoN ( ) 

PRUIATE(~ (EXPLAIN IN ~(-} ________________________________ ........... NO. 42) x . 
o<-=-t 24. ·owNER·s NAME AND ADDRESS 

IF KNOWN 37. CONDITION 

9 . COOROIHATES UTM Mr. Teid White IHTERIOR__;;,Go~o..;;:;;d;....._ __ _ 

LAT 39:00N Higginsville, Missouri EXTERtOR C..ood 
LONG 93: 45W 25. OPEN TO PUBLIC? 

~--.--~..-,;_;.,;;~---------------'--------ti 
TES ()Q 38. PRESF.RVATION YES ( ) 

SITE( ) STRUCTURE( .>.-___________________________ NO __ <_>-+-___ u_Ho_E_RW __ A_Y_? ________ NO __ C..._y. ~) 
10. 

__________ e_Ut_c._0_1NG __ <x_> ....--------OEJJ---ECT-_C -'fl'i :zs. LDC~~ -~-" ~ .'PERSP rON .OR . ORGAHrzA~ 39. ~~;~? TES ( l 
II. ON' NATIONAL. YES ( ) 12. IS IT YES CX) :--.nrrr., . . 1v1.n t< NJ CX ) 

REGISTER ? NO ex ) ELIGIBLE., NO ( ) ----------------........ +---------·--------- 27. OTHER SURVEYS IN WHICH INc;l..UDED 

YES ( ) 
Ho ex> 

14. _DISTRICT YES ( ): 
· POTENTIAJ..? NO { y j 

13. PART OF ESTAB. 
HIST. DtSTRICT ? 

I~ . NAME OF ESTABLISHED DISTRICT N/A 
NIA 

42. FURTHER DESCRIPTION OF IMPORTANT F£ATUR~S 

This is a ccmbination of nmning and flanish bond with a tile 
capped parapet. Four windows now have metal grates and one is 
boarded over. This · once livery stable . has undoubtedly been re
bricked fran the 1886 era, but maintains the features ·of an arched 
doorway. There are modern alunim.nn doors and windows. 

43. HISTORY AND SIGNIFlCAN« 

•O. VISIBLE FROM 
PUSLIC ROAD ? 

.41. DISTANCE FROM AND 
FROHTAG£ ON ROAD 

YES ( X> 
HO ( ) 

, n ft. 4o rt 

Todays Davis Theater was created as a livery in 1886, listed as Eclipse Livery in 1892, 
and remained a livery to beyond the year 1909. In 1929 it was listed as auto sales with 
a capacity for 75 cars. Elmer Morgan, the custodian, recalls it being a garage. 

4.- . DE5CRIPTION OF V.V1ROHMEHT AHD OUTBUILOfN<;;S 

Located in the center of a block of old moderized buildings. It is surrmmded by one and 
two story old buildings, but first floor stone fronts modified. 

4'!5. SOURC[S err IN,.ORMATION 

Sanborn Maps - 1886,1892,1900, 1909, 1929 
Interviews - Elmer Morgan, Russel Santmeyer 
References _ 

4&. PREPARED BY 

V. L. Bielefeldt 
47~ ORGAHIZATION 

~-Me R.P.C. 
48. OAT[ 49. REVl310H OAT!(3) 
Q_ ':l,(L Q') 

SW-AS-036-046



The final dignity! 
The classic lines of this horse-drawn hearse 

belonging to Mark Belt. Jr.; the netted funereal horse 
cloths; the rubber-tired, cut-under chassis of the 
vehicle; the posture of the driver lend a regal air to 
the final journey. 

<, 

t-ORM # 

Page ~ 
Show-Me RPC 

The Lewis Stable on Russel Street in the 
background is now the site of the Davis Theatre , 2008 
Main Street, in Higginsville. Bob Blakely later owned 
and operated this funeral conveyance until 1918. 

(Photo courtesy of Mrs . Claribelle B. Webber) 
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MVIS . THEATP.E . 2008 MAIN 
1,933 to present 

CORBIN SKAh~;G HINK 1933-33 
GLADISH MOTOR CAR CCMPANY 

VANIDYER & GALLATIN MOTOR ca.u 
USED CAR EXCHA:--.:GE 1927 
MODE ANSON IMPLE\1.Bff COMP~\'Y 
··.ODE ANSON & SONS 1919-1924 
WILL HADE i'iALKER 1913-1919 
BLAKELY BROS. TRANSFER 1912< 
~v. H. ·LEVIS T~\JSFER 1904-1' 

PAYNE DOOTiiE\S LIVERY 1894-

ORM # 

Page 'I 
Show-Me RPC 

- -.I._ 



Lyric Theater 
Sometime ago Ruland l'el<:ring 

wrote abC'ut the era nf 'iknl 
movies. I don't rcmt·mbcr st"ei11g 
too many nf !hem . I ran rl'rall 
seeing a Charlie Chaplin roml'd~ 

ur- two and a -;ilcnt 11111\ ie '' i1h 
the -··11" girl. Clara 0 11 \\ . I 

.111 

rcmcmhn her \\ ilh 1hr· .. ,pt! 
nrrl' · bang\ . 

lking snnal ~ear-. ~11u11 .l!l'r 
lhan Petering mah·, 1hc dilft.: r 
erH:c . Wh\' 11 I ,1artnl da1 !11J:!. llit· 
nearby 111\\ll~ \\ilh '"tllld trat· ~, 

"ere rt·atlih at ( l''-'>ihk In 1 .11 



since U.S. 40 and U.S. 65 ;rnd 
Missouri IJ werl.' alrl.'ady routes 
to these towns. The sound tral'k 
made its debut in Concordia 
during 1932 or early I 9JJ. 

Prior to talking movies. the 
Lyric Theater was used for high 

_ sch(.){11 plays and gr:tduati11n exer
cises. The graduation eitercic;cs 
for the clasc; of I 9J2 were hdd in 
the L)·ric. When the 'it"nior clac;c; 
of 19JJ (my clac;s) \\ere going to 
have their dass play. it had to he 
presenkd in the Lutheran srh0t1I 
auditorium . Our graduation exer
cises were held in Central Park. 

After the sound track was 
installed. the Lyric showed first. 
rate movies . Whatc\·er cnnncc· 
lion<; the men in (·harge of 
getting the films had. thn were 
exrellent. Marw times n~w re· 
leases with top Hollywood stars 
were shown in Concordia hcforl' 
the large theaters in K:111sac; Citv 
such as Lo"e's Midland . bilk~I 
them. 

Films starred sud1 Hollywo11d 
greats as Clark Gable ar~d Vh·ien 
Leigh in "Gone With the 
Wind . .. :1lso Gable ;rnd Jt:an 
HarlU\\C in "lkd Dust." and 
Shirley Temple captured the 
heart' of movie gucrc; in all her 
rcka\es. hut espl·cially in "Little 
~liss Markcr." 

Thnl' "ere m~111y movies fca· 
luring Elizabeth Taylor. The most 
mcnwrablc fnr me was "National 
Velvet." alc;o starring Roddy 
Mc Do\\ ell. Jane Wyman (the first 
Mrs. Rnrwld lkag:rn) had nne of 
her greatest roles in ··Johnnie 
lklinda . .. One of the unforgd
l&1hk movies during Wlirld War II 
"as ··Mrs. Miniver... starring 
Gren Garson and Walter Pid
geon. 

The Bing Crosby movies. Clf 
whid1 tl11.:rl' ''ere many. were 
al" ay-. high c·aliher l'nlerlain· 

JI 

mcnl. Crosby and Bob Hope 
made a series of movies eommon-
1~· c:allcd the "road" movies, 
hl'l':lllSl' rhe word "road" ap
peared in all of the titll'c; . 

wl',krr1' featured Gene Autr\'. 
llop -a-lnng Cassidy. and lat~· r 
H11y Hogl'rs and lhk Evans, anll 
John Wayne in "High Noon ." 

Tl1e "Thin Man" scricc;, with 
Myrna Loy, llr the •· Aldril'h 
Family." with Mickey R\mney. 
Who can forget the comic-. nf 
"Ma and Pa Kettle" or Lou 
Cn\ ll'lln and Bud Abbnt '? 

\\'c were :tl'io introduced to 
Humphrey Bogart and I.amen 
Bacall. Carole Lornhard. Greta 
Garbo. Marlene Dietrich, Ingrid 
Bergman and Lena Horne. This 
lbt is endless. but it must 
indtllk R1111altl Reagan. When I 
'""" him nn lh1: snccn so many 
~-cars agn . the thought of ever 
having In make a dwice between 
him and another man to be the 
1'1 csidcnt of the United Stales did 
11l't l'lllcr my mind. Al that time, 
hl· was typed as a suave leading 
man. a l'haracler he still plays 
\\di . 

When you attcndcll a picture 
shnw in lhl· 1.yric. you saw a 
11c\\ srl·el. a c:omedy and the 
ka1un·d pklurc . I especially 
H"llll'lllhcr one lll'\\'Srl·el during 
W11rld War II . · The Concordian 
published that a newsreel would 
bl' shown of one of lhc South 
Padlic battles in\'oldng a marine 
l·nmpa11y of whid1 a Conl·ordia 
b• ?y wa' a member. The battle 
h;1d been ficrce and many young 
n11: n had lost their lives. The 
m·w., ml'<lia had wrillen much 
about rhe battle . Our hometown 
b11~· "a'i one of the sur\'ivors. 
Nccdll's'i to sa~· . !he Lyric was 
rilkd hi c<1pacil)' cad1 night this 
newsreel was shown. People that 



nl·ver attended movies were 
there. Everyone was ~ure they 
hall c:rnght a glimpse of Elmer. 
e\·cn though there was only a 
fleeting moment that the surviv
ors appeared on the screen. 

The Lyric Theater was abo\'e 
The Palace. Concordia was for· 
lunate that there never was a 
serious fire at the picture shows. 
If there had been, it could ha..-c 
been disastrous. since the only 
exit to the show was a long. 
steep stairway . It would have 
been nearly impossible to have 
kept people from getting serious
ly hurt or killed . 

When I was a teenager. a guy 
could take his date to the movies 
and afterwards stop for a ham · 
burger, or tenderloin sandwich, 
with a milkshake or Coke al 

Topsy's or the Favorite Cafe (if 
he had a car, they went to Shady 
Rest). The whole evening's enter· 
tainment and food for two. could 
be paid with a fi,·e dollar bill. If 
they were walking. there would 
be money left over for sure! 

During this era, parents were 
not concerned about the things 
that were shown. The movies 
were family entertainment. Com
edies were presented with no 
obscene overtones. About the 
only critkism was · about love! 
st·enes being too "mushy." but 
thnc "as not mud1 danger that 
the young would look at them for 
, ·cry lung. that sort of thing 
bored them and they lost inter
est. 

When people talk of the good 
old days. this was part or it. 



CHAUTAUQUA ••• In the first two decades of the century culture came to 
Concordia in the form of drama and music throughthe Chautauqua companies. 
These companies would come to town for five days a year and in a large 
tem~ on St •• Paul's College Campus, and later in Central Park, draw good 
crowds at $1.50 to $2.00 per season ticket. "Mr. Yankie,field superinten
dentof the Vawter Chautauqua System said that Concordia was one of the 
best small Chautauqua towns on their circuit." ( "Concordian"). (May 6, 1915). 
In the winter similar companies would come and present performances of 
mus:k: and drama. This was called "Lyceum." A favorite company that came 
to Concordia and surrounding towns for many years in the twenties and thir
ties was the Allen Brothers Tent Show. They presented five or six plays 
during their week's stay. 

MDVIES ••• "Secco" Brockman, besides his many other accomplishments, is 
known for bringing the cinema to Concordia. He showed his picture shows up• 
stairs in a building in the .$00 block (west side) of Main Street. (This 
building is now occupied by curt & Karol's Home Center.) Piano music was 
furnished by talented local girls. First movies were shown in 1909. 

Later<The Lyricrcarne into existence in the 700 block south end on east 
side of the street upstairs). Here "Secc6" put up the first electric :_ 
light sign in town. It had the word "Lyris"on it. When the Lyric pre
sented its laS°tshow on August 30, 1959i it closed after 27- years and 3 
months of continuous operation by Paul (Gimme) Oetting. 

These paragraphs were taken from "Concordia, Missouri 
A 

Centennial History by 
Harry R. Voigt • --de C: e tJL-.5 e_d_, 

The book was published for Concordia's 100th anniversary, in 1~6~ by 
1985 the copies were sold and for the 125th anniversary the Concordia Area 
Heritage Society had reprints made and these are still available at $10000 
per book, plus postage. 
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Historic Missouri Theatres Questionnaire 

Lawrence County Historical Society 

Does your organization have information about the following theatres? 

Jones' Theatre 
Opera House 

Mount Vernon 
Pierce City 

Is this( these) theatre( s) still in operation? 

Jones' Theatre 
Opera House 

Mount Vernon 
Pierce City 

yes ____ no __ _ 
yes ____ no __ _ 

yes ____ no __ _ 
yes ____ no __ _ 

If not, does the building(s) where the theatre was located still exist? 

Jones' Theatre 
Opera House 

Mount Vernon 
Pierce-Cit.y 

yes ____ no __ _ 
yes ____ no __ _ 

What other historic theatres were located or are currently located in your area? ----------------

Please check the specific types of information you have about theatres in your area? Please note any 
sources you think would be particularly useful for this project. 

books about specific theatres 

photographs 

newspaper articles 

scrapbooks 

county or town histories 

other, please specify 

Do you have any information on which theatre or vaudeville circuit played in your area? 

What days and times is your library open to the public? -------------------------------

Can special arrangements be made for the library to be open at other times? 

Who is the best person to contact for more information? ------------------------------· 

Thank you for your assistance. 
Please return to: Becky Snider 1008 Sunset Dr. Columbia, MO 65203 



August 31, 1997 

. Lawrence County Historical Society 
P.O. Box406 
Mount Vernon, MO 65712 

Dear Lawrence County Historical Society Representative: 

I am a graduate student in the Environmental Design Department at the University of 
Missouri - Columbia working on a PhD in Historic Preservation. My dissertation focuses 
on historic theatres, halls, and opera houses in outstate Missouri. I am attempting to 
compile a database of information about the theatrical venues which have existed in 
Missouri. I am particuiarly interested in the theatres and opera houses which still exist 
even if they are no longer functioning as a performance space. Eventually, I hope to 
produce a book about historic theatres in Missouri. 

In your area, I am aware of the following theatres and am interested in any additional 
information about them that you can provide: 

Mount Vernon 
Pierce City 

Jones' Theatre 
Opera House 

However, there may be or have been other theatres, halls, or opera houses in your area 
that I have yet to discover. I would appreciate your help in locating information about the 
theatres and opera houses in your area. I am enclosing a short questionnaire to help guide 
you to the type of information I am interested in obtaining. 

For your convenience, I have enclosed a self-addressed, stamped envelope for you to 
return the questionnaire to me. In addition, I am enclosing a small donation to your 
organization 

If your organization charges a fee for research inquiries, please advise me of the 
anticipated cost prior to beginning any searches. I can be reached by phone at (573) 443 -
3241 or you may simply send the information to me in the postage-paid enclosed 
envelope. 

Thank you for your assistance. 

~erely,~D~ 
Bec; -0 nider 10of ~~~t Drive 
Columbia, MO 65203 
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Missouri Newspaper 
PRESS CLIPPING 
Missouri Press Service, Inc. 

Eighth and Locust 
Columbia, Missouri 65201 

Leader-Journal 
Pierce City, Missouri 

Circulation 941 

na_te f£B .. J .. 0. .. 19l2 ........... . 

Owners for Historic 
ra House Buildin 

The three-stoiy brick business building, a landmark in 
Pierce City, has been bought by N1r. and Nll'S. Jeny Pet
ers from the Walton family. 

Jl.Jf.Jf.Jf.Jf. 

The building was bought, 
Major Peters said, as an in 
vestment. Far off plans miglt 
involve removal of the third 
floor and use of the secon< 
floor for apartments. 

T}ie famous old landm ark 

was built here about 1882 at 
a reported cost of $30, 000 ~ 
C.A .. Raupp. 

ro- Mr. and NU'S. Jerry Pe'!e ·n 

It was or.ginally an opera 
House and famed performers 
appeared in it, drawing aud . 
ie nces from miles arou n d . 
Congressional conventions 
were held here several times 
because of the commodious 
building. It was owned by the 
Raupp family for many years 

e
ed 

t-

1-
n 

lS 

c-

signed a contract Monday for 
the purchase of the old three · 
story brick og;m heu'i build . 
ing from the Walton family. 

The new owne rs pre sent 
plans are to lease the vacant 
east ground floor to a retail 
store. 

Then for many years it was 
used as an armory for Pierce 
City National Guard units , 
It has since hous e d re tail 
stores. .---



Historic Missouri Theatres Questionnaire 

Lewis County Historical Society 

Does your organization have information about the following theatres? 

Miller & Starr Opera House 
Opera Hall 
Condit's Opera House 
Opera House 
Town Hall 
Oyster Opera House 

Canton 

La Grange 

;/ yes ____ no __ _ 
y yes ____ no - -;r--

yes ____ no __ _ 
v yes ____ no __ _ 

yes ____ no -~-
yes ____ no _v _ 

Is this(these) theatre(s) still in operation? 

Miller & Starr Opera House 
Opera Hall 
Condit's Opera House 
Opera House 
Town Hall 
Oyster Opera House 

Canton v yes ____ no _
7

_ 
yes ____ no __ _ 
yes ____ no _ t:___ 
yes ____ no _ Y- _ 

La Grange 
yes ____ no -~-
yes ____ no __ _ 

If not, does the building(s) where the theatre was located still exist? 

Miller & Starr Opera House 
Opera Hall 
Condit's Opera House 
Opera House 
Town Hall 
Oyster Opera House 

Canton yes -~- no __ _ 
yes ____ no -~-
yes ____ no _ v _ 
yes ____ no -~-

yes ____ no_.!:___ 
La Grange yes ____ no_'(___ 

What other historic theatres were located or are currently located in your area? ~---------

Please check the specific types of information you have about theatres in your area? Please note any 
sources you think would be particularly useful for this project. 

books about specific theatres 

photographs 

newspaper artides 

scrapbooks 

county or town histories 

other, please specify 

__ _'!:._~---------------------------
--~-~-----------------------------

Do you have any information on which theatre or vaudeville circuit played in your area? 

~at~o~~e;~~~~~~-~;-~~=~ 
--~-~--12¢'4-~-------------------------------------------
Can special arrangements be made for the library to be open at other times? yes-~-- no __ 

Who is the best person to contact for more information? -~-~-r~---· 
~~ //)._ / ,t./~.sJ- <!_~~ 7"YJo.&3c.f3.5 

Thank you for your assistance. Please return to: Becky Snider 1008 Sunset Dr. Columbia, MO 65203 

(5 7 3) )- &'- ir - .5 7 I 3 



The movies arrive 
· . The Gem became part of.a chain 
of movie houses when purchased in 
October, 1932, by William A. Collins · 
of St. Louis. In the late 1930's, Collins 
purchased the MiJler-Starr buiJding. Jt: 
was gutted to the walls, the third floor 
removed and a completely remodeled 

· buildi.ng becnme the C~nlon Tirnnter. 
The dr.corntion wns of the lntest Art 
Deco or Moderne dcoign. The use of 
nrt glnss, color decorntive work oncl 
neon Jighting were especially 
noteworthy. The newly redone 
thPnter opened in November, 1937 
with previews on Wednesdny nnd 
Thursdny showing n Jnne Withers 
film, "Forty-five Fnthers" nnd · the 
grnnd opening on Friday nnd 
Snturdny. The first regulnr feature 
shown wns "Double or Nothing" 
stnrring Bing Crosby end Martha 
Rn ye. 

"The new Cnnton Thenter which 
will hnve it~ grand opening on Fridny 
evening, November 12, is one of the 
newest and most up-to-date show 
houses in the stnte of Missouri. The 
cost of the structure will exceed 
$35,000, nnd no town the size of 
Canton cnn boast of such n building, 
so complete in benuty, comfort and 
service ." · 

"In this theater you will see the 
lntest pictures nt popular prices on a 
lnrge screen from the most modern 
equipment and hear it from the latest 
type of RCA sound system. The the
ater is modern in every way with reRt 
rooms for both ladies ond gentlemen, 
a modern drinking fpuntnin and 
everything for the comfort of the 
patrons." ' · 1 

' • '" 

"In this theater you wiJI see the 
latest pictures nt popular prices on a 
large screen from the most modern 
equipment and hear it from the latest 
type of RCA sound system. 'l11e the
ater is modem in every way with re.!'lt 
rooms for both ladies and gentlemen, 
a modern drinking fpuntnin and 
everything for the comfort of the 
patrons." ·: ·; · ! • · 1 " · .. . _, .. . . . . 

"The entire building is air c'Jndi
tioned, the air is wn!Jhed by being 
drawn through sprays of water and 
then forced into the building. In the 
winter, the building is heated by a big 
oil burner'' 

The theater was quite suc~essful 
through the late Thirties, Forties and 
Fifties. Like many other smaJJ the
aters, the impact or television was too 
great of competition. Collins sold the 
operation to Mr. and Mrs. Fritz 
Walters. It was later owned by Mr. & 
Mrs. L.L. Parks and then purchased 
bv Mr. & Mrs. Edwin Frye in 1969. 

C-S ownership 
In 1974 an agreement was 

reached with Culver -Stockton 
College's Fine Arts Division to run the 
facil.ity. c.ulver planned to keep the . 
moVJe busmes~ operating as a service 
lo the students as well as to the 
commu_nity. Plans were developed to 
also use the theater for Jive 
productions. After only three years of 
operation, the deficit of operating. the 
theater was over $11,000 and the 
college could no longer sustain the 
project. After serving as a place of 
entert~in!11ent for eighty-five yenrs, 
the butldmg closed its doors to the 
public in August of 1978. 

The building was sold to 
Standard Machine Company in 1981. 
Th~ theater seats, and project:on 
equipment were all remo'ved and the 
buiiding was used for stor~ge~ 
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Canton Theatre 
in 1938 

After removing the top story orthe building, rcmodelinf! in the popuJnr 
art deco style of the period included the insln llnlion of n fncmlc lhnt 
featured stnte of the arts gaass brick,ond n neon-lit mnrqucc, the 
building looked liko this in the late 1930s. 

In 1981, the theater building was stripped of its"· lnst theatrical pnrn
phenalia. Seats, f"lxtures and marquee canopy were ·removed and the 
building used for storage. The front portion of the building was used by 
The Frame Shop until 1992. 

, I 



THE CANTON THEATRE, built as an opera house and now 
more than 80 years old, is still open for business. It WQS purchas
ed by Cluver-Stockton College with the aid of special gifts from 
the community. 

College, Commun~ty Join 

To Preserve Opera House 
Once an opera · house and 

later hailed as one of the finest 
movie theatres in the Midwest, 
the Canton Theatre appeared 
destined to go the way of most 
small town cinemas houses 
when it closed early in 1974. 

Then, that fall, Culver
Stockton College, with the aid 
of special designated gifts from 
Canton residents, purchased 
the building and the county's 
only remaining motion picture 
theatre was back in business
preserving and using a local 
landmark. 

Canton Theatre was 
originally Miller-Star Opera 
House, built in 1893 with an 
opera house on the upper floors 
of the three-story building and 
W.L. -Lockwood Jeweler and 
Optician and the First National 
Bank on the ground floor. The 
opera house was remodeled 
into a movie theatre in the 
1930s and the first motion 
picture shown was ''Snow 

White and the Seven Dwarfs." 
In the remodeling, the third 
floor of the building was 
removed and the original brick 
covered with colored, 
decorative glass blocks. 
Originally arranged with 500 
seats, the theatre now has 400 
seats and features a wider 
screen than the original 
theatre. The building, now air
conditioned, originally was 
cooled by fans blowing over 
blocks of ice. 

The theatre's stage once was 
used for talent shows, pageants 
and special community func
tions and college plans are to 
again make it a focal point of 
the community with live stage 
presenfations and special 
motion picture series in ad
dition to the regular at
tractions. The college operates 
the theatre as a laboratory of 
practical experience for 
students studying cinema and 
small business managements. 



Miller-Starr Opera House 
was Canton cultural :ceriter 

·,' 

. · 1 

·,. 

i _. . 

t .. , : I 

·. ·' 

. I . 

·; :. 

" i " f : 

' ! I 
i 

I 
i 
Canton showplace. 
The Miiier-Starr Opera House as it appeared at the turh of the century. 
The three-story building had two buslneH houses lo~ated on the first 
floor ond two stairwoys for access to the upstoirs opera house. Posters 
(or coming attractions are on kiosk built around telephone pole at left. 
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AUGUSTUS JULIUS MILLEU 

N.D.STARR 
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Press-News Journal, Canton,· Mo., Thursday, Sept. 9, 1cJ9j 



Building was later remodeled 
into moving picture theater 

By Dr. Michael Kramme 
For the Pre1111-News Journal 

On December 6, 1893, over four 
hundred Cantonians paid one dollar 
each to be part of the social event of 
the year. They attended the grand 

·opening of the Mrner-Starr Opera 
House to see a production of a play 
entitled "Jolly Old Chums" or "Two 
Old Cronies". The productio·n hnd n 
cast of twelve who also performed ~ 
skit entitled "The Indian Opera." The 
production received mixed reviews, 
but the new building won rave no
tices. 

The event woe chronicled by The 
Canton Pres!f: "The building itself is 
one of modern pattern nnd would be 
R credit ton city of ten thousnnd in
habitants. It was designed by J.B. 
Legg & Co. of St. Louis, built under 
contract by Wm. R. Odor of this pince, 
nnd finished inside nnd frescoed by 
l{ansns City parties. Cut stone, 
pressed brick and ornnmental iron 
pieces give it n harmonious, im.posing 
and attractive front on Lewis street, 
Inside, on en elevated floor end in the 
geJlery are pieced over 400 
comfortable folding opern choirs, 
while on either side of the stag·c ere 
arranged a neat private box. Seven 
large dressing rooms are placed 
under the stage and a side entrance is 
arranged for the players. The stage is 
23x60 feet, end is supplied with 
plenty of. sliding scenery and 
handsome drop and net curtains. 

"The entire building is arranged 
for electric lighting, which wi11 show 
off the beauty of the house to .the best 
advantnge. The building is two sto
ries, 48x72 ft., nnd as now completed 
represents on investment of $10,000, 
and wil1 stand ns n monument to the 
enterprise of its owners." The build
ing wns actually three stories, how
ever the third floor may hnve been 
U$ed only for storage. 

The Quincy Merchant and 
Manufacturer also commented on the 
new structure "Canton, Mo., opened 
its fine new opera house Monday, 4th. 
It is not for us to say thnt it wns done 

. with proper cclnt. Cnntor:i mny not .be · 
a metropolis, but wheti it comes. to , 
doing thing~ up in true m<!tropolilrm 
style it won't tnke n bnck sent for nny 
one, nnd in its new opera house ns in 
many other enterprises, it shows n 
spirit of progress commnnding. 
success." · 

.. ... \. .. ' : ; .. 

Noted nationally 
Juliw1 Cahn 's Theatrical Guide 

wns n book used by traveling com
pnnies. The 1906 'edition provides 
ndditionnl informntion nbout the 
thenter. It stntes thnt the senting cn
pncity wns 560. 111e illuminntion was 
Plectricity nt 52 volts (This wns nt n 
time when severnl thenters still used 
gns lighting). The proscenium. or 
stage opening, wns twenty-five feet 
wide nnd ~ixt('en feet high.. The stnge 
wns twenty five feet · from the 
footlights to the bnck wnll. The 
scenery loft wns thirty feet hrgh, nnd · 
the grooves in which to slide scenery 
on nnd off stnge could hnndle scenery 
sixteen feet high. About eight foot of' 
spnce wns under the stnge nnd one 
trnp door for specinl effects wns 
locnted nt the center of the sfoge. The 
Guide nlso noted that Cnnton was 
served by the Cnnton, Olive, Pnrke 
and Mohse Hotels. 

The building wns named for its 
owners, both prominent Cnnton 
businessmen. August Julius Miller 
was a grocer. He o.lso served ns 
mnyor of Cnnton from 1882 to 1883. 

He drowned in a fishing ' accident at 
the age of eighty five, lees than two 
yenre after the ·opera houee opened. 
Captain N. D. Starr owned the fire£ 
shoe business in Canton~ WB! briefly 
the editor of The Canton News end· 
then in the lumber busine~s es co- · 
proprietor of The Starr & · Zahn 
Lumber Co. for rfev~ra) years . . The 
building was strictly a business · 
proposition. Mi11er and Starr Jen the 
management of the theater to W.L. 
Lockwood and Frank H. Gross. The . 
Opera House occupied the second 
floor of the structure and the bottom 
floor was originally occupied by W. L. 
Lockwood Jeweler and Optician on ' 
the east and the First National Bank 
on the west. ' 

Within n few weeks of opening, 
on January 18, 1894, an onnounc~
ment proclnimed, "The Fannie .Hi11 
Co. presents the brightest features of 
spectacle, burlesque opera, comedy 
brilliantly blended." Prior tQ the per- . 
formance The Canton Preu re
minded renders, "The Fannie Hill 
comp'y is the same big ·company that 
appears in Chicngo, St. Louil!I, Kansas 
City and other cities. Thie iB surely a 
treot, Don't miss it." 

.Sb 
. . 

Press-News Journal, Canton, Mo., Thursday, Sepl 9, 1993 ,. 

Racy show panned 
The performance caused a great 

flurry of discussion and The Press 
editor was somewhat chagrined to 
report after the performance, "The 
Fannie Hill Burlesque Co., which 
showed at the new opera house on 
Thursday of last week was the 
rockiest outfit ever seen in Canton 
and was not a decent show for 'men 

o.nly.' Not a lady was in the audience 
or on the stage. One more variety 
show like Fannie Hill's and the new 
opera house will never pay expen~es. 
The Quincy papers pronounced it the 
rottenest show that ever seen in that 
city, and one declared that the 
manager ought to be put in the penj
tentiary." 

Whe'n it opened, the Miller-Starr 
was not the only opera house in . 
Canton. Operating at the same time 
was Condit's Opera House. 

Immediately under the an. 
nouncement of the op~ning of th'? 

I Miller Starr was me'niioned, "Phoenix 
Club Co. opened last night at Condit's 
Opera House to a good audience with 
the laughable farce com~dy, 
"Aristocracy." The Miller Starr also 
had other competition. Both the · 
Empire in Quincy and· the Grand 
Theater in Keokuk advertised in the 
Canton paper regularly. 

Undaunted by the early contro
versy and competition, the Miller
Starr had the following professional 
attractions within just the first year of 
operation: The John Thomas Concert 
Co.; The Paragon Theater Co., which 
performed a full week of plays; The 
Frankenstein Orchestra, about whom 
The Press noted: "We like the 
Frankenstein Orchestra for simple 
reasons that notwithstanding the 
prevalence of the grip, none of the 
instrumentalists are troubled with 
bod colds oi sore throats." 

Also performing were The 
Metropolitnn Orchestra; The Ly
ceum Theater Co., for one full week; 
John Di11on, nn nctor of nntionnl 
reputation; Mnhnra's Minstrels; "A 
Clenn Sweep" by Andy Amnnn's Ten 
Comedians; The John Thomns 
Concert Co.; ''For a Million'' a musical 
comedy interspersed with specialties; 
nnd The French Co. whose 
engngement cnused The Press editor 
to mention, "Some pnrties who hnd 
money for this have owed for gro
ceries for months, nnd lhe mcrdrnnt 
who wns indulgent Pnou~h lo IC't 
them hnve good~ on credit hn~ not 
been nble to gP.t n cent from lhcm on 
nccount of "these hnrd times." 



Poul Alexander Johnstone wn~ 
ndvcrti!f'd n~ n "rC'nrlC'l' nf Hnt1 f.t f' ,.NJ 
thoughts.'' Mr Johnstom• nn1117.<•cl the 
locnl editor who reported" ... his pr>r
formnnce nt the opern. house showed 
he either possesses n powerfu 1 i nfl u
ence over the members of the com 
mittee he led nll over the house blind
folded, or else he could rend thei r 
minds like n book. Nothing could be 
concenled from him. He nrrnnged the 
tmrlicipnnts inn duel just ns they hncl 
been plnced by n member of the 
committee, he found n pinhole in the 
curtnin on the stnge, n flower on n 
lady's hht in the nudience; in n mock 
murder he found the victim, the knife 
nnd the murder in different ports of · 
the room; in fnct, we believe he couhl 
find anything unless it wns money in 
an editor's pocket .. . Prof Johnstone 
come here ndvertised ns n wonder; he 
left n profound mystery." 

In· addition to the professionnl 
P\'rformers, the opern house wns host 
to .mmerous home tnlent productions 
nnd community events. The Hic·11 
Sch,,ol grnduntion exercises of l8H3 
wen" held in April. Thursdny's dos
ing e'ercises included the following 
prognm: · 

Overture Me tropJli tnn 
Orchestrn 

Recitntion ... Roy Brooks 
Song .. . four little girls 
Recitution .... Rebeccn : .• illnr 
Song, "What Are You Whispering 

About?" 

Ora Henton and Pansy Condit 
Orchestra "M . . 1 Dialogue ..... .. ...... atrimoma 

.-Advertisement·: 
~; Grand Fancy Marching - 38, Ii ttle .r . 1 . . . . . .. . . . . 
·glr S - . . . , .. . . , . · 
·: ·: : · necitation' : ... Clifton Lynn 

Song -"Sweet Nellie Bawn" Ora 
Henton 

Orchestra 
Soliloquy "The Inventors Wife," 

Peachie Ransom 
Song - "Fare-Ye-Well, Daisy Bell" 

Fred Condit 
Discussion - "Shall Our Mother's 

Vote?" 
Song "Parla" (Speak Love) Miss 

Carrie Asbury 
Orchestra 
Song "Newsboys" Masters 

Gross, Henderson, Goodrich, Worley, 
Detwiler, McRoberts and Howard 

Song "The Shaking Quakers" Mr . 
.Wade Short and Misses Werly, 
Asbury, Wooders, Bourn, Ransom, 
Lupton and Nelson 

Orchestra 
May Pole 
Goodnight 

On the next evening the actual 
commencement exercises were held, 
the program for that included: 

Overture 
Opening Address 
Essay "Give Unto Them Beauty 

for Ashes" Julia Waters 
Essay "Memory Pictures" Mell 

Elizabeth Wooders 

Essay "Only a Word" Ruby Lane 
Lupton · 

Essay "The Class of '94" Ti11ie 
May Werly · · 

Valedictory Tyra B. Gunn 
Address Pres . Wm. Evans, 

Bushnell, Ill 
Presentation of diplomas with 

brief address by Prof. A. B. Price 

Local talent featured 
Other locally produced events 

during the first year of operation in 
cluded: Prof. Rayhill and Miss Julia 
Scofield "presenting readings and 
declamations assisted by the' best · 
musical talent in Canton ." A few 
weeks later, Prof. Rayhilt's class in 
elocution had a contest for the gold 
medal prize, the Hopkins Family, 
Miss FanniP. Finley 1 Mrs. H. H. 
Barrett and Miss Carrie· Smith fur
nished the music. 

The young ladies of the Baptist 
church presented a pageant which 
The Press reported: " ... every number 
reflected credit to the performers, the 
special feature was the kinder 
symphony, rendered by 14 young 
ladies in costume,, telling in the lan
guage of music upon eight different 
instruments, a tale of 'ye olden time.' 
It was decidedly unique and hi'ghly 
nppreciated. The little fairies also; in ' 
their carnival, shared the hono~s with · 
their older sisters, receiving. hearty 
npplause . Mi!is Julia Scofield . 
captivated the audience in her rendi- · 
tions, showing high elocutionary at
tainments. The receipts were suffi
cient for the ladies to clear nearly $'50. 
Later, "Mrs Perry gave an elo-

cutionary entertninment. She hns 
remarkable powers in this line and 
the training she gave her pupils is . 
thorough ns wns evidenced by their 
masterly renditions on thnt evening. 
We regret thnt the nudience wns eo 
smnll." · 

A Canton band, "Our Boys," pre 
sented o progrnm that wos: "vnried 
nnd highly entertaining nnd wne 
greeted by n full house. The man- · 
dolin, guitar, piano, horn nnd humnn 
voice, nll combined to keep the rnpt 
nttention of the audience throughout 
the e><ercieee. During the three weeke 

. that Prof. Su11ivnn hes been drilling 
the band boys, they hnve mnde such 
rapid progress that their renditions 
cnme as n pleasant surprise nnd 
shows thnt in their instructor they 
hnve secured n master nrtist. The 
Prof. announces in the six-months 
course' he proposed to mnke the 
Cnnton Military Bnnd the best in the 
state, nnd if their progress mnde Ro 
fnr is nny criterion, he will surely 
nccomplish his purpose." 

Public tastes change 
Several local talent plays were 

also presented the first year of oper
ation of the new fadlity. "Shamus 
O'Brein" a local talent benefit for the 
Canton Concert group netted $25 to 
buy new instruments. "'Phe Lost 
Mine" was given by the Canton 
Dramatic Co. A temperance drama 
"Ruined by Drink'' ·was given a 
diplomatic; review, "If we were to 
mention any [of the cast], we would 
be compelled to go though nearly the · 
entire list of ladies and gentlemen 
who took part. The characters were 
well chosen and the piece so well re
ceived that owing to urgent request 
the .piece will be repeated next 
Tuesday evening. A musical "Zanie" 
was also presented by the College Aid 
Society. · 

The Miller-Starr was busy for 
. the first few years of its operation. 
However, in the early decades of the 
twentieth century the public's taste 
began to change. On January 27 . 
1911, the Gem Theater, a movin 
house, opened with a three reel film 
entitled "From the Manger to tht~ 
Cross." This may have been the firs ·: 
motion picture ever seen in Canton . 
As the popularity of the motion pie· 
tures increased, as well as the devel 
opment of radio, fewer traveling 
shows were able to survive on the 
road. By the late 1920's the opern. 
house was virtually unused. 



November 4, 1997 

Becky L. Snider 
1008 Sunset Drive 
Columbia, MO 65203 

Dear Ms Snider: 

. . 

Your letter of August 31 was given to me a week or so ago 
and I have just now had time to check into it. 

THE TROY OPERA HOUSE. In 1890 Mr. L. J. Henry, built a 
large two story brick building to be known as the Opera House in 
order that Troy might have the convenience of such a hall. 
Stairs from the outside lead up to the second story. Mr. Henry 
was a shoemaker and repairer of shoes. He and his brother moved 
their business into the first floor. The upper floor became the 
social center of the town. A stage was provided for the 
performances of the entertainers, and seating for spectators. 
Stock Companies and local talent all appeared at the Opera House 
on various occasions. Plays, socials, balls, parties, carnivals, 
bazaars, musicals, stage shows along with dinners and church 
activities were held there. Plays given by local talent, those 
from neighboring towns and traveling troops all performed at one 
time or another. Motion picture shows were held with admission 
of 5 and 10 cents. At first the movies were shown at 2:30 in the 
afternoon. These early movies were all silent. "Because I Love 
You" was presented by the Kentucky Club, Elsberry brought their 
three act play to present to the citizens of Troy, and a 
traveling troop brought the light operetta, "A Mid Summer Eve." 
Churches would have fund raising projects there. The ladies of 
the Christian Church would serve meals, and the ladies of the 
Methodist Church held their annual Kandy Karnival and Bazaar's 
where oysters any style were served along with ice cream and 
cake. Their program consisted of Dickens' "Christmas Carol", 
Mrs. Spriggs and the Census Man and several quartets. Admission: 
adults, 10 cents; children 5 cents. The Catholic Church held a 
Valentine Ball. The Wright City Orchestra played for balls that 
were held at the Opera House. 

The Opera House continued to be the center for social events 
until 1919 when it was sold to Albert and Lawrence Schaper and R. 
H. Kennedy, automobiles, for $8,000. The building still stands 
and is a parts store for automobiles and small engines. 

The first place of historic reference is what was known as an 
Open Dome Theater. The local watch maker Mr. Cass Stewart had a 
music and jewelry store located on the northeast corner of 
Collier and Main Street. He enclosed the east side of the lot 
with a solid board fence and in the summer operated the Idle Hour 
Air Dome Theater. During the summer months silent movies wee 
shown on Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday evenings, with a new 
program each evening. Admission was 5 cents and 10 cents. On 
Sunday nights the churches would hold union services there. 



With the closing of the Livery Stable on Main Street Mr. Joe 
Wells and Burt Brown remodeled the building and opened the B. J. 
Motion Picture theater. On Friday, October 1916 opening night, 
the all silent movie was Irene Fenwick and Cyril Keightley in THE 
SPENDTHRIFT, in six reels. Saturday night featured Henry B. 
Walthall in BIRTH OF A MAN shown in five reels. Admission was 
adults 10 cents and children over 6 and under 12, 5 cents. Doors 
opened at 7 shows started at 7:45. I do not know how long this 
operated. 
As early as 1923 adds for the Colonial Theater appeared in THE 
TROY FREE PRESS. This was located on the northeast corner of 
Cap-au-Gris and Main Street. Mr. and Mrs. Charles Rudlolph of 
St. Louis bought the theater in June 1934. On Christmas day 1939 
the building burned. Following this a few movies were shown in 
Bonfils Auditorium, but for the most part the town was without a 
motion picture theater until May 6, 1940, when owner Charles 
Rudolph opened the theater in the Old Hanni building on the 
southeast corner of Main and Collier. Upon moving the name was 
changed to the Trojan. This theater continued operating, showing 
films until 1987. This building still stands 

Troy was without a theatre until 1995 when the PLAZA 
CINEMA 4 opened at #7 The Plaza Troy located off Hwy 47 and is 
still in operation. 

The featured Chatauqua came to Troy beginning with the year 
1913. The program resembled those held at Chautauqua, New York, 
consisting of lectures, home study, concerts, etc. The programs 
were thoroughly un-denominational and non-political and people of 
all creeds and parties co-mingled. The first chautauqua to be 
held in Troy was in 1913. The program ran from August 10 to 16 
and was put on by the Mid-West Company of Kansas City. Not only 
was this for adults, but there was a children's Chautauqua. 
Advance financing for the guaranteed amount was provided by 
soliciting business people. In 1916 one of the main speakers on 
the Chautuqua Circuit was William Jenning Bryan, a well known 
Democratic figure In 1929 the chautauqua was held in the newly 
constructed Bonfils Auditorium. The program was known as the 
College Circuit, which visited many of the colleges throughout 
the state. Because of insufficient funding this was the last of 
the Chautauqua in Lincoln County. 

The circus has been an important part of the summer 
entertainment of the town. In 1906 "The Sells-Floto Circus" the 
second largest circus in the nation came to town. Usually they 
did not appear in towns as small as Troy, but in recognition of 
the home town of owner Mr. Fred Bonfils they visited Troy. 

Another large circus to come to town was in 1915 when 
Gollnmar Circus combined Herr Driesbock's Trained Wild Animals 
with three rings and three stages set up in town. 

I am familiar only with the theaters of Troy. However Mrs. 
Olive Reeves, Historian and Genealogist for the Palmer Library at 
Elsberry, MO could possibly give you help, as she is more 
informed about the eastern part of Lincoln County. Write to her 
c/o the Joseph Palmer Library, Elsberry Mo 63389 and I am sure 
she will receive it. 



As to books about specific theatres and photograps I am not 
aware of them. We do have newspapers and town history. Most of 
the above information came from Historical Book on Troy published 
in 1994. As a person to contact I have probably the most of any 
one person in Troy. If I can I would be glad to be of further 
help. 

Sincerely, 

M~w.~ 
Margaret W. Clare 
363 S. Lincoln Dr. 
Troy, MO 63379 
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Historic Missouri Theatres Questionnaire _ 

Grand River Historical Society 

Does your organization have information about the following theatJres? 

City Hall Chillicothe yes __ _i_ no __ _ 
Luella Grand yes __ ..:__ no __ _ 
Majestic yes ____ no _ v 
~~~ ~-~~ 

Is this(these) theatre(s) still in operation? 

City Hall 
Luella Grand 
Majestic 
Platter's Hall 

Chillicothe yes ___ no~ 
yes ____ no -~/ 
yes ____ no --v 
yes ____ no __ _ 

If not, does the building(s) where the theatre was located still exist? 

City Hall Chillicothe yes _£__ no ___ / 
Luella Grand yes ____ no -~ 
Majestic yes ____ no __ _ 
Platter's Hall yes ____ no __ _ 

What other historic theatres were located or are currently located in your area? __ }/o_ij e ______ _ 

Please check the specific types of information you have about theatres in your area? Please note any 
sources you think would be particularly useful for this project. 

books about specific theatres 

photographs 

newspaper articles . 

scrapbooks 

county or town histories 

other, please specify 

Do you have any informatlon on which theatre or vaudeville circuit played in your area? 
--~12'_ ____________________________________________________________ _ 

What days and times is your library open to the public? _ fj_? t?.l.b..._l _· _It> ---~T!..3-L-~----
-~p_..s 12'9 !--.si._zc.-'..f:!.LI24¥---~~p_m-1_r~=L22:.f.:. ____________________ _ 
Can special arrangements be made for the library to be open at other times? 

-~~-:;--~~.h.L..-..A2...Jz._E2fiM.LC.~ .. :r.A.&s:::_ __ _fr_/,_Q_"11.iL-::_ l-.4_ 2.. 2-_ _________ _ 

Who is the best person to contact for more information? -------------------------------· 

Thank you for your assistance. 
Please return to: Becky Snider 1008 Sunset Dr. Columbia, MO 65203 



Historic Missouri Theatres Questionri.aire 

Macon County Historical Society 

Does your organization have information about the following theatres? 

Blees Theatre v Macon ~es -~- no __ _ 
Logan Theatrev '?. ~ -ttVo,t4:l;-u~ ~ yes ....].( __ no __ _ 
Jobson Opera House " ; ·1-. --t~!Jff.._ . · , bj~ f q;Mf!V yes __ _ no _L _ 
Royal Theatre v /,X4': , r- ~k · -yes Z_ no __ _ 
Wright,s Opera Hou e-rf c; ~{f_ 1~ es ¥-- no __ _ 
Forester,s Opera House Bevie yes ____ no _ Y 
La Plata Opera House La Plata yes ____ no _ v= 
Is this( these) theatre(s) still in operation? 

Blees Theatre cf} 
Logan Tht!aire ~ 31 ,....._ ·~.,1ul 
Jobson Opera House ~1 ~Tvy 
Wright,s Opera House (0 
Forester,s Opera House 
La Plata Opera House 

Macon . ~yes _':( __ no __ _ 
/1 }1Gra£ yes ___ no __ _ 
~. yes ____ no __ _ 
~ 7 - .ye.,, yes _t::' __ no __ _ 
Bevier yes _r: __ no _L _ 
La Plata yes ____ no _£ _ 

If not, does the building(s) where the theatre was located still exist? 

Blees Theatre 
Logan Theatre 
Jobson Opera House 
Wright,s Opera House 
Forester's Opera House 
La Plata Opera House 

Macon 

Bevier 
La Plata 

yes ____ no __ _ 
yes ____ no ___ _ 
yes ____ no __ _ 
yes ____ no __ _ 
yes ____ no __ _ 
yes ____ no __ _ 

What other historic theatres were located or are currently located in your area? ----------------

Please check the specific types of information you have about theatres in your area? Please note any 
sources you think would be particularly useful for this pro'ect. 

-~ boob~outspecifictheatres ~~~~~~~~,~·,·-~~~~~~E~--
_L_ photographs 

V newspaper articles 

_f scrapbooks 

__ v county or town histories _____ ---------------- ________ )-;-/-;;~-
--- other, please specify MtJ.--~~~_/j__c}; __ -~_p_f~_!!,/.!j_/.!fj 
Do yo'}}lave any information on which theatre or vaudeville circuit played in yo.ur area? 9 / /tP /,1 <J ~Z 
__ Atd ~ _ r _ ~~~ · ~~ 3/!--~-~~:=l&~M l~~--~?l!_9<td.t. __ _ 
What days and times is your library open to the public? _/!'lt>.,lL J_f!_}i~_!~_A?!!__jt -~f}?!J~----
_flt_fi ~ _ _;~_S: t:z!f_;!_ __ Sa;J;__ _ _1_q A-?£_ iP _~_P.!1. _____________________ _ 
Can special arrangements be made for the library to be~ at other ti.mes? , yes ____ no;::~ 
Who is the best person_ to h~ act for rpor~'_ 1f rm~tion? kdci:IliJl/~-/1 ~be;A SS::--£.P 5 -----c;;:· 

at-lo if Hn .u~ ~flr'/!(~('::::_KZ#t-.O/c/y~~jJ: 3YS:S5!Jo 
Thank you for your assistance. 



JOHN PAUL SKAGGS 
2 MAPLE COURT 

FREDERICKTOWN, MO 63645 

Dear Becky L. Snider, 

Your request for information was given to me. There 
has been no research locally on theatres. We do not have 
any collected information. Newspaper articles could be 
collected from the microfilm copies of the local paper. 
There is still a lot of oral history about theatres. 

I have never heard of the New Theatre but the Mercier 
Theatre was also called the Palace. I know nothing of the 
AOUW Hall at Marquand but movies were shown in Marquand 
in the late 30's. The Baird Opera House is familiar, and 
also the Lyric. The facade of the Mercier Theatre still 
stands on the Courthouse Square. We had an outdoor theatre 
on Main Street, called the Airdome. There also was an 
electric park on West Main where movies were shown. There 
was a drive-in theatre called the Hi Y Theatre located northeast 
of Fredericktown. None are in operation now. 

I might be able to come up with a picture of the Palace
Mercier Theatre. If I can be of any further assistance, 
please let me know. 



~ 

MISSOURI OFFICE OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION A-o(~ 
ARCHITECTURAUHISTORIC INVENTORY SURVEY FORM 
1. NO. 

2. COUNTY 

4. PRESENT LOCAL NAME(S) OR DESIGNATION(S) 
Sundermau Th eater 

Ma disou 
3. LOCATION OF 

NEGATIVES 

5. OTHER NAME(S) 

6. SPECIFIC LEGAL LOCATION 
TOWNSHIP 33NRANGE 7E SECTION 8 
IF CITY OR TOWN, STREETADDRESS -

Court Square 

7. CITY OR TOWN IF RURAL, VICINITY 
Fre der icktown. MO 6364 5 

8. DESCRIPTION OF LOCATION 

I 

9. COORDINATES 
LAT 
LONG 

10. SITE(J 
BUILDING( 

UTM 

STRUCTURE( ) 
OBJECT( ) 

11. ON NATIONAL YES( ) 12. IS IT YES( ) 
REGISTER NO() ELIGIBLE NO() 

13.PART OF YES( ) 14. DISTRICT YESk) 
EST AB. D !STRICT Not:) POTENTIAL NO( ) 

15. NAME OF ESTABLISHED DISTRICT 

Bank ers Trust Co . ' s Bl dg, Mercier Th eater 

16. THEMATIC CATEGORY 

17. DATE(S) OR PERIOD 
1908-1 927 

18. STYLE OR DESIGN 
Art deco 

19. ARCHITECT OR ENGINEER 

20. CONTRACTOR OR BUILDER 

21. ORIGINAL USE, IF APPARENT 
mov ie t heat re , bank 

22. PRESENT USE 
mov ie t heatre 

23. OWNERSHIP 

28. NO.OF STORIES 

29. BASEMENT 

2 

YES( ) 
NO (X) 

30. FOUNDATION MA TE RIAL 
Concrete 

31 . WALL CONSTRUCTION 
Brick 

32. ROOF TYPE & MATERIAL 
Low Gab le / Asphalt 

33. NO. OF BAYS 
FRONTDDD SIDE 

34. WALL TREATMENT 
St ucco / Form Stone 

35. PLAN SHAPE rectangu l 
PUBLIC ( ) 
PRIVATE { ) 36. CHANGES ADDITIONr l 

-------------- (EXPLAIN IN ALTERED 
24. OWNER'S NAME AND ADDRESS N0.42) MOVED 

IF KNOWN Robert L. Sundermc 1 

Court Square 

25. OPEN TO PUBLIC 

37. CONDITION 
INTERIOR Poor 
EXTERIOR Fa i r 

YES(x)----------
NO ( ) 38. PRESERVATION 

UNDERWAY 
YES( : 

26. LOCAL CONTACT PERSON OR 
ORGANIZATION 39. ENDANGERED 

BY WHAT 

NO(> 

YES (l 
NQi . H & L Commission 

27. OTHER SURVEY IN WHICH 
INCLUDED 

40. VISIBLE FROM YESp 
PUBLIC ROAD NO( . 

41. DISTANCE FORM AND 
FRONTAGE ON ROAD 

6 Feet 

42. FURTHERDESCRIPTIONOFIMPORTANTFEATURES Two story at t he p roject-~ 
ion booth. Ma rqu is with name and ligh ts covers si dewalk an d t uck et 
book . Walls are covere d with an artificial stone of ra ndom fiel d D 

43. HISTORY AND SIGNIFICANCE First app ears on 1908 Sanborn map as part of t he Bank er ' s Trusc 
Co . Bl dg . Th e 19 14 Sanborn map shows t he area as not having any buildi ugs . Do uglasses' 
History of SE Missouri does mention a series of calami ties wh ich all bu t destroye d the 
business district of Fre dericktown . Th ree occurre d prior to its pub lication {11 191 2. 

44. DESCRIPTION OF ENVIRONMENT AND OUTBUILDINGS Cent ra 1 Business District - Court Square 

45. SOURC~S OF INFORMATION History of Sout heast Missouri b y 
Robert Douglas 191 2 ; Black Cat Yearbook 1960, Sauboru maps 
1908- 1914-192 7 

46. PREPARED BY 
Denis Moore 

47. ORGANIZATION 
H & L Commission RETURN THIS r=oRM WHEN COMPLETED TO: OFFICE OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION .,____ _______ _ 

IF ADDITIONAL SPACE IS NEEDED, ATIACH P.O. BOX 176 48. DATE 149. REVISION 
SEPARATE SHEET(S) TO THIS FORM JEFFERSON CITY, MISSOURI 65102 2- 22-88 DATE(S) 

SW-AS-036-047
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A-~~ Continuation Page 

42. stone pattern. Above the marquee is a metal covering of an art deco vintage 
containing a decorative pediment. From the marquee north the walls are covered 
with a pinkish border - a matte effect. 

43. The 1927 Sanbor11 map shows the current building with some alteration to the 
1908 dimensions. These include room for a stage and scenery. 
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MISSOURI OFFICE OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION c-16 
cARCHITECTURAUHISTORIC INVENTORY SURVEY FORM 

1. NO. 4. PRESENT LOCAL NAME(S) OR DESIGNATION(S) 

2. COUNTY ~P~h::n10-h Fnrni tnrP. Tnr. 
Madison 5. OTHER NAME(S) 

3. LOCATION OF 
Schwanner Building NEGATIVES 

6. SPECIFIC LEGAL LOCATION 16. THEMATIC CATEGORY 
TOWNSHIP 33mANGE 7E SECTION 8 

28. NO.OF STORIES 2 

IF CITY OR TOWN, STREtTADDRESS -- 29. BASEMENT i~ri 17. DATE(S) OR PERIOD 
145 East Main 1890c 30. FOUNDATION MA TE RIAL 

7. CITY OR TOWN IF RURAL, VICINITY 18. SlYLE OR DESIGN rock/concrete 
Fredericktown corrnnercial 

31 . WALL CONSTRUCTION 
8. DESCRIPTION OF LOCATION 

f 
19. ARCHITECT OR ENGINEER brick 

32. ROOF TYPE & MATERIAL 
20. CONTRACTOR OR BUILDER flat/tar 

[ 33. NO. OF BAYScont. page 
21. ORIGINAL USE, IF APPARENT FRONT SIDE 

corrnnercial 
34. WALL TREATMENT . 

22. PRESENT USE stretcher 
furniture store/apartments 

35. PLAN SHAPErectangle 
23. OWNERSHIP PUBLIC ~ ~ 

PRIVATE 36. CHANGES ADDITION! l 
(EXPLAIN IN AL TEAED 

24. OWNE.R'S NAJfcW'~D (bDDR~SS Elt-ST ~AtAI 
N0.42) MOVED 

IF KNOWN o ea aug 

i~: . ~: . 
301 Williams 37. CONDITION 

9. COORDINATES UTM Fredericktown INTERIOR 
LAT EXTERIOR goo a: 
La.JG 25. OPEN TO PUBLIC YESt) 

NO ) 38. PRESERVATION YES() 
10. SITE~J STRUCTURE{ J UNDERWAY NOf) 

BUILDING OBJECT( 26. LOCAL CONTACT PERSON OR 
ORGANIZATION 39. ENDANGERED YESMc 

11. ON NATIONAL YES( ~ 12. IS IT YES() BY WHAT NO 
REGISTER NO( ELIGIBLE NO( ) 

H. & L. C. 
13.PART OF YES() 14. DISTRICT YES~,,, 40. VISIBLE FROM YESf/ 

ESTAB. DISTRICT NO(:>J POTENTIAL NO ) 27. OTHER SURVEY IN WHICH PUBLIC ROAD NO( 
Na..UDED 

15. NAME OF EST ABU SHED DISTRICT 41. DISTANCE FORM AND 
FRONTAGE ON ROAD 

42. FURTHER DESCRIPTION OF IMPORTANT FEATURES Original building with 

~ machicolated cornice and rounded arch windows with keystones int.act. 
However, shingle covered pent roofs used as canopies cover the D 

( ~ -- .1.... TL __ \: 

' - • i. ...... n -1 

(cont. page) 
44. DESCRIPTION OF ENVIRONMENT AND OUTBUILDINGS In central business district. Located on the 

corner of State Highway 72 and East Main. 

45. SOURCES OF INFORMATION Photo in H. & L. C. office. Sanborn Maps 
1893, 1900, 1908, 1914, 1927. Interviews with Ruth Skaggs, Lucina 
Kassabaum, Lillian Lacey, 6-15-88. 

46. PREPARED BY 
Denis Moore 

47. ORGANIZATION 
H. & L. C. 

RETURN THIS FORM WHEN COMPLETED TO: OFFICE OF HISTORIC PRESERVATIQ\l ..._ _______ _ 
IF ADDITIONAL SPACE IS NEEDED, ATIACH P.O. BOX 176 48. DATE 149. REVISION 
SEPARATE SHEET(S) TO THIS FORM JEFFERSON CITY, MISSOURI 65102 6-20-88 OATE(S) 

SW-AS-036-048



145 East Main 
C-16 Continuation Page 

33. wwwwdwwww, wwwwwwww 

42. first half of the upstairs windows and a much larger pent roof serves as 
an overhang for the storefront windows. 

43. during the 1920's and 1930's. The 1908 Sanborn Map indicates the 
"Lyric Theater" on the second floor. The store remained in the 
family and operated by his sons until the mid 1950's. 



OURI OFFICE OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION c-16 
ECTURAUHISTOR~C INVENTORY SURVEY FORM 

...................................... ~~~~~~~~~~~~ .... ----~,_.!mmlU IS:tt:1 
4. PRESENT LOCAL NAME{S) OR DESIGNATION{S) 

Madison 2. COUNTY 
5. OTHER NAME(S) 

"' - 1-- -~~~,n·· Rn i 1 ding 

-------- ·· fORIES 

:NT 

\ TION MA TEI F I ~L 
re ~ 

:J rRUCTV J J 
j:~k 

I r' PE & MATI: l IAL 
t /tar 
1 BAYScont.. pag1e 
r SIDE 
------- · 
rRE'.ATMENT 
f +- 1 tcher 

------ ·---
~ES ADDI 1 C >N! l AIN IN ALTEIF ::o 1 

2) MO\ / :10 I 
--------
'fTION 
-ERIOR 
TERIO~~ rid -= 

~ 'ES ( ) 
NOec.JC 

3LE FROM YES{C) 13.t'ART OF YES() 114. blSTRlc,1,Ys~~~ 
E.STAB. DISTRICT NO(JJ - POTENT~ 27. o~~~RVEY IN WHlvM 

15. NAME OF ESTABLISHED DISTRICT 

JLIC r JAD NO{ ) 

I 41 _ rnsr ANCE FORtv, ~ i ~o--- - · 
FRONTAGE ON r;~, ~ 

42. FURTHER DESCRIPTION OF IMPORTANT FEATURES Original building with 
rnachicolated cornice and rounded arch windows with keystones int.act. 
However, shingle covered pent roofs used as canopies cover the . 

43. HISTORY AND SIGNIFICANCE Built by Carl Schwanner as a grocery, hardware and general store 
with a millinery store in back. It had a balcony which allowed it to be used as an opera 
house while still being a store. It also had one of the first elevators in town. It still 
has the only elevator in town and it still works. Upstairs there was a shirt factory 

· (cont. page) 
44. DESCRIPTION OF ENVIRONMENT AND OUTBUILDINGS In central business district. Located on the 

corner of State Highway 72 and East Main. 

45. SOURCES OF INFORMATION Photo in H. & L. C. office. Sanborn Maps 
1893, 1900, 1908, 1914, 1927. Intervi ews with Ruth Skaggs, Lucina 
Kassaballlll, Lillian Lacey, 6-15-88. 

46. PREPARED BY 
Denis Moore 

RETURN THIS F'ORM WHEN COMPLETED TO: OFFICE OF HISTORIC PRESERVATIO'J t-----~----
IF ADDITIONAL SPACE IS NEEDED, ATIACH P.O. BOX 176 48. DATE 149. REVISION 

47. ORGANIZATION 
H. & L. C. 

SEPARATE SHEET(S) TO THIS FORM JEFFERSON CITY, MISSOURI 65102 6-20-88 DATE(S) 



VV\ar-11'\11 Cl;..rrftr 
Historic Missouri Theatres Questionnaire 

Heritage Seekers 

Does your organization have information about the following theatres? 

Franklin Theatre 
Hanley's Opera House 

Palmyra 

Is this(these) theatre(s) still in operation? 

Franklin Theatre 
Hanley's Opera House 

Palmyra 

*"$ yes ____ no __ _ 
yes ~-- no __ _ 

? yes ____ no ,x_:_ 
yes ____ no ~-

If not, does the building(s) where the theatre was located still exist? 

Franklin Theatre Pal Y 7 - ) myra yes ____ no __ _ 
»< H~lcy'~ Opera Hcu~e yes _K __ no __ _ 

Whaw her historic theatres were located or are currently located in your area? ----------------

---~ ~~id<li ~~-'il--+1~-~--------
--~--------------------------------------------------------
Please check the specific types of information you have about theatres in your area? Please note any 
sources you think would be particularly useful for this project. ~ 

-~~~-~---~~ 
photographs ------------------------------------
newspaper articles 

scrapbooks 

county or town histories -------------------------------------

_i:__ other, please specify ~~Cl,.~~~~~-
~ ~~~~~~~ 

Do you have any information on w~tre~~~n ~area? ~I cr7(;0) 
__ tiM __ <J±_ __ .b.eun ________________________________________________________ _ 
What days and times~ your library open to the public? __ ]_{j_~5 _ _!_0 --~~~~~-.,J-~.:_ SQ__- 7 ~~°-1£~'11~3-
__ /!i.D n-J-_f&1 e:/..:_~:f...!._~_1_2__l}'> 0 ~ m ~5' .·_2Y_tp_~-~7'__52_.<EL .f ~-J_Q~_!) 0 -~_3_!...~_E+_,_//Y\. . _____ _ 
Can special arrangements be made for the library to be open at other times? 
____ r:e._;£, __________________________________ rr-_______________________ _ 

Who is the best person to contact for more information? J!l.M1"-~~l __ 1=.u vicJJ>/ ()_y_ vv1 ---------· 

L' b rO.v( o._vi, P'o, Im ~ Y' ec l3IC"'-vi1'2-:1«'1.~ J' br~r~ 
C{ u "" l .1 "1 I ' b ti' a V" ~1 h o \U\' S ' ~ 3 tJ 5 }I\ ~ {j) 

Thank you for your assistance. 
Please return to: Becky Snider 1008 Sunset Dr. Columbia, MO 65203 

~·~~((}~~ -~~ 
~~6 -1~~~~ 
~o~ ~ "J/YJ~~ 
cP~i "'filo &>'3-JI?) 5/.:g;J-6~ -30'J7 -Jv 3b5'f 





State Historical Survey and Planning Office, State Capitol Building, Room B-25, 
HISTORIC INVENTORY Jefferson City, Missouri 65101 

1 No 4. Present Name(s) 

Park Theatre -
2 County 
Marion 5. Other Name(s) 

~ 3 Loca110.p of Neoal1ve~ 

Hannioal iCit Hall Masonic Tern le 
16. Themat c ategory 28. No . of Stories 6 S_pecific location 

11/ N. Fifth Street --------------. ...... ::s: 
29. Basement? Pl 

Lot #4, Block 29 ._17 ___ D_a_t_e(_s_)-or--P-er-io-d-----------~ ~ 

con St rue t e d 18 8 2 ._30 ___ F_o_u_n_d_at-io_n_M-at-e-ri-al--------m s· 
-----------T--h-.-&-v-.c-:-. -:-.-t -t':"'.,8::-_-:s::::"'.t-y:-1e-o-,-:D:::-c::-:.:-·1g-:-:n:------------. rusticated ashlar ~ 
l C11y or Town II Rural. owns 1p 1 trll Y 
Hannibal, MO 63401 31 . Wall Construction 
H--S-i-tc-.-P-la_n_w_i~th_N_o-rt_h_A_r-ro-w---~-----...719~.-A7r-c~h~ile-c~l-o-r~E~n-g~in_e_e_r----------.._b_r_i~c_k _________ -illl 

C.fNTER ST. W FIFT~ David Dubach· 32. Roof Type & M<Jteriat man ar 
r-~----_:__-----------n ._2Q ___ C_o_n_l_ra_c_to_r_o_r_B_u_i_ld-er----------.. ambrel com . 

33. No. of Baxs a--------------------- Front ) 21 . Original Use. if apparent 

9 Coordinates 
Loi 
Lo nu 

I 

UTM 

theater 
22 . Present Use 

23 Ownership 

24 . Owner's Name & Address. 

Public 11 
Private l}{.X 

if known Masonic Temp le Assn. 
of Hannibal, Inc. ,117 N. 
Fifth St., Hannibal, MO 63 

25 . Open to 
1_o ______ S_1_I<-~ ,....,, .--------":"'S-tr-uc_t_u-re1 1r:I-. Pub I ic? 

Yes 
No 11 

Bu1ldingXK_ Object 11 26 . Local Contact Person or Organization 
~On National Yes 11 12 Is It Yes 11 

Hey 1 !> l er? No XX EI igible? No I I .._2_7 .-0-t h-e-r -S-u-rv-e-ys-in_W_h-ic_h_ln_c_lu-d-ed ____ ___ 
l_J_P_a-rt_o_f_E_s-ta-b-. -Y-es~. T~tlJ:.::_7 +--1-4.-0-is-tr-ic-t-~Ye-s-:-JI~• 

Hist Dist.? NolU\. Potent'!? No I I none 
15 Name of Established District 

~ 2 Further Descripl1on of Important Features 
First floor of front is white painted limestone. Projec-
ting center bay is gabled; gable has several decorative 
courses in brickwork. Center door is flanked by half-
columns and hemispheres and has Masonic insignia set in 
lunette over lintel. Second floor has center lunette 
formed by brick relieving arch and now filled with two 

3'4 . Wall Treatment 
common bond 

35. Plan Shape rec tan 
36. Changes Addition 11 

(Explain Altered I I 
in #42) Moved I 1 

37 . Condi lion 
Interior fair 

1 Exterior fair 
38. Preservation Yes~~ 

Underway? N~ 

39 . Endangered? Yes 1 r 
By Whal? N<ti: 

40 . Visible from Yes}{! 
Public Road? No I' 

41 . Distance from and 
Frontage on Road 

double hung windows set in stucco. Some. third floor win- , / 
43 History and S1qn1l1cance 
The Park Theatre opened with the play Hazel and Kirk. It had a stage 65' lo 
and 45' deep, seating for 1100 including a balcony and a gallery, and an or-
chestra pit. Hannibal's position railroad junction attracted many star 
from Richard Mansfield and Sidney to Wallace Beer and George M. Cohan, 
and including George Arliss, M 
44 Description of Environment and Outbuildings 

The building faces Central Park to the east, with churches to the north, 
south and west. 

47 Organ1za11011 
Landmarks Comm. 

45 Sources ol·. lnforrnation 46 . Prc~ared bl 
The Story of Hannibal (1976), pp. 79, 109, 111, 136. 198. 1--E_.~H_a_m_i~t_on~~~-.. 
Illustrated, Mirror of Hannibal (1905), p. 251. 

48 . Dale 49 Rev1s1on Oale(s) 

6/79 

l"rj 

~ 
~ 
~ 

t-3 
::r' 
CD 
Pl 
rt 
~ 
CD 

SW-AS-036-049



:/f42 . (cont'd) 

<lows are round-headed, all are partially filled in by grey-painted panelling . 
On north side almost all openings have ·been bricked in (many apparently de
signed to be blind) except for four street level doors. Brickwork on sides 
has complex pattern of recessions~ relieving arches and coffers . Two black
painted fire escapes have been installed ori the north side. 

:/f 43 . (_cont ' d) 

William S . Hart. Ernestine Schumann-Heink sang here and Victor Herbert played 
the cello . Mark Twain gave out High School Diplomas here in 1902. Built by 
David Dubach, of a lumbering family, it was operated for many years by John B. 
Price, who also ~anaged the ·Park Hotel across Central Park . In 1913, a screen 
was installed for showing silent movies·, and in 1924 it closed, two years after 
the Orpheum opened a block south. The Masonic Order assumed the property in 
1915 , and they kept it available ·for entertainments on a lease basis until 1939 
when the interior was remodeled for Masonic purpos·es . 



Office of Historic Preservation. P.O. Box 176. Jefferson Citv, Missouri 65101 

HISTC)RIC INVENTORY 
I Nc1 

•1 c.,unty 

Marion 
) L uc.ctllOI\ (II Nt·~JllVC!> 

Hannibal Arts Council 
6 Spcc1lu: l ocat1un 

407-409 Broadway 

Mozart Hall 

5 Other Namc(s) ~d rnf7 00 I .;J_ 

407-409 Broadway 

16 . Thematic ategory 28 . No . of Stories 3 
29 . Basement? Yes 1Jll 

---------------------------------------- No 1 W 40 5 / 6 ft. of E 102 ft. Lot 4 17 Datu(s) or P~riod 
W 40 5/6 ft. of E 102 ft of N 2/ constructed c. 1871 JO . foundation Material 

!_A_.i_fY ___ };t~o~f.l)...---:;;1~~~~B~l~~-4iJ.,....,..,,._r...,......-T-o-w-n_s_h_1p __ & __ V-ic_1_11_11_y_..-,8---S-ty-te __ o_r_D~o-~-.,-g-n-------------------,...---t1._ ___ s_t_o_n_e __________________ _ 

Hannibal Italianate 31 . Wall Construction 
tt ~--,-k-.-P-ta_n __ w_1_tt_\_N_t_H_lh __ A_r_ro-w--------~-------m-1~9-_ ~A~r-ct~u~· 1ec~t-o-r~E-11-g~in_ee __ r-------------------tl brick 

------------------~--~~~ 32. Roof Type & M'1ief1a1 
._20--. _C_o_n-tr-ac--to_r_o_r~B-u-il-d-er----~--------------- flat 

-----------------------~~ 33. No. of Bays 
a---------U---.f-----------------------11 Fro·n1 5 Side 21 . Original se, 1 apparent 

--~.Q!rllllf:.U~a.L---------------------...:.....-134 . Wall Treatment 
22 Present Use 

commercial 
23 Ownership 

2.C. Owner's Name & Address, 
if known 

Public 1 ! 
Private kl 

~ C1u>rtl1ndlcs UTM George J. Rupp, Jr. 
407-409 Broadway l di 

l dll!l 

10 

25. Open to 
---s-,-h-: -! -,----------S'!"'t-r-uc_t_u-re_1 _i _ Public? 

Yes Kl 
No 11 

Bu1tc1u1q '~ Object I I 26. Local Contact Person °' Organization 
-, i-On_N_d-, ,-"~-d-,--Y-t!-~-,-,---1-2-. 1-5-,-, -----y-9-5-,-,--- PD Tobacco & Grace Baptist Church 

__ H_,·~_u_'~_•_c_,., _____ N_o_'~---+----E--~-~g-· 1_b_1e_·, __ N_o __ 1_1_.21 . Other Surveys in Which Included 
I :J P~ra of Estab Yes I 1 14'. District Yes -1-x 

H151 Dist ? No l:M Potenl'I? No ·r 1 none ---·------..-___..,__ _____________ _ 
t 5 Name of Established Districl 

~2 . Further Oescripta.on of Important Features 
The upper part of the building has been altered: the cornice and 
frieze replaced by a plain brick parapet; 3rd floorwindows paneled 
shut; 2nd floor windows reduced in size. Windows retain iron 
surrounds--round on 3rd floor, segmental-arched on 2nd. Rusticated 
quoins at edges of facade. The street level has largely intact stor 
fronts, with rope moldings & modillioned cornice. The center door, 
whi_ch led to the original hall upstairs, has been re laced. 

4J H1s1ory etnd S1on1flcance 

connnon bond 
35. Plan Shape 
36. Changes Addition : · 

(bplain Altefed iX-
in #42) Mo ... e<.l ' 

37 . Condition 
Interior 

--------~~~ 

Exte11or 

38. Preservation 
Underwav? 

39. Endangered? 
By Whal? 

40. Visible from 
Public Road'! 

fair 

1. Distance from and 
Frontage on Road 

0'10" 

Yes 
No x 

Yes I I 

No I;)( 

Yes K· 
No 1: 

William League sold this site to two men, Frank McReynolds and ~oah S. Donley (or Donneley) 
in 1870 for $4205. In 1871, McReynold's interest passed to W. D. Waller, and he was 
probably the force behind the creation of the "Mozart Hall", a large meeting hall on the 
third floor of the building. It was used for a wide variety of cultural and recreational 

4" Oescrapt1on of Environment and Outbuildings 

Lots 3 and 4 of this block have five historic commercial buildings . 

45 Sourctts of. informal ion 
"Bird's Eye View of Hannibal," (1869) 
Van Sant, Diagram of Hannibal (1875), p. 15. Organization 
Hannibal Courier Trade Review (Jan. 1879) 
Hagood, Story of Hannibal (1976), p. 69-wrong location 
1-l!Jnn;h!Jl r~ ...... .;o ..... o,._('t- n,...~ 1010. v ~ t... 1') 1()C::') 

·pal Arts Crnmc i 1 
•• n.e..io Q11»utc1nn n2tulr.' 
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43. (cont.) act1v1t1es; for instance in 1877 a roller skating exhibition was held there . 
Waller (b. 1845) had a grocery in the same building in partnership with _his brother
in-law, H. F. Morris . He was the son of Frederick Waller (1811-1899), a German immigrant 
and partner of Lot Southard in a shoe store . 

45 . (cont.) 1850 census; Portrait and Biographical Record (1895), p . 735. 
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1 No 4 . Present Name(s) 

- Orpheum Theater ~/\-~;-a 2 County ...,, --.c -.Jr_, . 

Marion 5. Other Name(s) g-d9rr;A OD.z1!1-
) Location of Neo~11ves 
Hannibal ·city Hall Triune Cathedral It.,, 

6 z3ec~c Loe~ ion 16. Thematic -Category 28. No. of Stories 3 
~ Z,. roa way 

29 . Basement? Yes a J ~ w. 20.5' Lot 5' all Lot 6· 17 . Oate(s) or Period Not I ti ' t-'· E. 42' of N Half Lot 7,BLK25 opened January 1922 30. Foundation Material 0 
::s 

7 City or Town If Rural , Township & Vicinity 18 . Style or Dc:;1gn 
Hannibal. MO 616.01 nee-Classical 31 . Wall Constructiorbrick a d 
H Site Plan with North Arrow 19. Architect or Enginef3r reinforced conC'.rer ~ 

32 .· Roof Type & Material 
20 . Contractor or Builder fl ;:l.r 1 ; 

I 
(;:I Cl) 33 . No. of Bays (/) 

I > Front 3 Side 12 -; 
I TI 21 . Original Use, if apparent :?>. l>- I ('> - 0 r I.Cl () ,., 

moviP rhp::i.t-Pr 34 . Wall Treatment ti I tn 2:. 
~ 

I 
I - c 

Flemish bond "'d m :r:.. 22 . Present Use ::r -< -
(f) church 35. Plan Shape L-shaped ro 
~ 23 Ownership Public 11 36 . Changes Addition 11 § 

I Privale}fX (Explain Altered I I 
in #42) Moved I I t-3 

24 . Owner's N<une & Address, ::r 
!I known 37 . Condition ro .BRD AD\JAY 

~ Frisina Enterprises, Inc. Interior rt 9 Coordinates UTM 
ft~2-~E9·~dwax c. '} ,_ ", fail: ro 

Lal Exterior ti Lonu ~~~' - """"" ~--:::a:::- Yes 1 I 38 . Preservation Yesq 25 . Open to 
10 Site 11 Structure I I Public? Ncmt Underway? NolJC 

Bu1ldi11g J{DC Object 11 26 . Local Contact Person or Organization 39 . Endangered? YesXX 
1 ·, . On National Yes 11 12 Is II Yes 11 By Whal? No I I 

Hey1 !> ter? No)(OC Eligible? No I I 27 . Other Surveys in Which Included neglect 
13 Pdrl of Estab . Yes I I 14 . District Yes 11 40 . Visible from Yes I I 

Hist Dist .? No:kk Potent'f? No 11 none Public Road? No It 
I 5 Nanie of Estal>l1shed District 41. Distance from and 

Frontage on Road 
on street/20..5' 

~ 2 Further Oescripl1on of Important Features / t-3 
One story entrance wing on Broadway has semicircular mar- ti 

- t-'· quee of chrome, ticket lobby finished mirrors and non- ... . I § 
vitreous tile with f aence pattern. Fifth. Street side of 

iiliJt~~ 
ro 

lobby has five bay blind arcade between end bays of glaze li l.l terracotta. Tabernacle like placard cases have palmette ~ 
rt decoration; stone columns have glazed terracotta composit~ . 

"" 
~ 

capitals. In sp~nrlrt=l l Q ~'Y°t=l T.Tr-r1t"'r'"-"t:°.T~~d 1 ; 1," ~~-·-...:I - 1 ,... ...:I - '/ ro 
C> - --- ~ -- p. 

43 H1stod and S1qnll1cance ti 
Accor iny to Sidwell Atlas, construction began 1918. The theater opened ~ 

January 922, owned by J.B. Price Theatres, Inc., and seating 1300. The 
opening presentation was Smiling Through. Although primarily a movie theate1 , 
live shows were also presented, including Ra.in and Abi"e's Tr·i ·sh Rose. Vaude· 
ville acts included Ed Wynn ~nrl t-hn M""l-....v R ..... c-t-1"'-j~~. T.,..... +- l-." 1 7'\7 I\ ' - ..... :t... -

-··- ~.J ~ 

~' \...o&.4-44 Description ol Environment and Outbuildings 
Broadway elevation is scaled to adjacent connnercial buildings. Fifth Street ti 

0 looms over neighboring two-story residential structures. ~ 

~ 
45 Sources ol. lnlorrnalion 46 . Prcµared by ~ 

Stor~ of Hannibal (19 7 6) ' 155, 214 . E. Hamilton "'<: pp. 
47 . Organ1zat1011 

Landmarks Comm. 
48 . Date 149 Rev1s1on Oate(s) 
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#42. (cont'd) 

picting flutists and cymbalists in classical dress. Above these are entablatur 
cornice and parapet. Theater itself faces Fifth Street with three story eleva
tion in Flemish bond with lighter headers, glazed terracotta qu9ins and band 
under cornice. Ground floor has double doors under two recently closed lunettE 
Third story has two wedgewood like roundels depicting Orpheus in a lion-drawn 
chariot. Second story has five windows with glazed terracotta voussoirs , all 
but south window have been bricked up . 

#43 . (cont ' d) 

"Orpheum" was renamed the "Tom Sawyer". After its closing c . 1968, the theater 
was vacant for a decade until taken over by the present tenants, an independent 
religious organization. It remains the 'best preserved and most elaborate builc 
ing of its kind in Hannibal. 
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Rialto Theatre 
.' C1 1un1y 

Marion 5 Olher Namc{s) 
) l <JI clllOll cil Nl ' ij...tl lllC~ 

Hannibal Arts .Council 603-605 Broadway 

6 Spec1l1c L ocat1un 16. Themal1c ategory 28 . No . of Scories 2? 
603-605 Broadway 29 e " ---Ye-s-· 1-,--. , 
W 47' 10'' of E ~ of Lot 4 & ._1_7_D_al_o(_s_)_o_r_P"'""u-r-io-d------------N~t a::;~~~nt No 1 ; 

of N~ Lot 3, Block 43 Built c. 1906;Facade c.1937 30. Founda11on Material 

1 l.ity <>' Tuwn 
Hannibal 

II Aural. Township & V1c1111ty 10 s1y1e or Oc:>1gn Not evident 
Art Deco 31 . Wall Construction 

H ~-- ,-ll;-· -P-ld_O_W_ll_tl _N_t_H_lt_l _A_rr_o_w----------,-9-. -A-rc-t-1it_e_c_t -o-r -::E:-n-g-:-in_e_e_r --------- Brick ------------------32 . Roof Type & Mdleraal 
_.20-.-C-o_n_t-ra-c-to_r_or--=e~u"'.":'il'"":'de-r---------.. Flat 

----------------r~--1• 33 . No . of Bays 
._2_1._0-ri-g-in_a_I _U_s_e_, _if_a_p_p_a-re_n_t _______ __. Front i r r Side 

Theatre 34 . Wall Treatmenl 
__ 2_2 __ -P-rc_s_e-nt_U_s_e______________ aneled ~----------

Retai 1 35. Plan ShapeRectangula 
23 Ownership Public 1 • 36 . Changes Addition . · 

Private X I (Explain Altered~ 

24 . Owner's Name & Address, 
ii known 

~ Coordindlcs UTM Heck, Robert Lo & Susan G. 
l di 
l llll \j 

10 

25. Open to 
--s-,t-t:-!-,------5-tr_u_c_tu-re-t -i 1 Public? 

Yes l{.1 
No 11 

Builc11r1q 00 Obiect I 1 26 . Local Contact Person or Organization 
-, i-OnN~;i-;,~-a-l_Y_e-·s-. -,- ,---1-2-. 1-s_1t ___ Y_e_s_1_1_Heck Office Equipment, Inc. 
__ n_1:_u1_::._1l!_., _., ___ N_o_ix_·_..,_ __ E_•_•g_·1t>_1_e_?_N_o_1_1_. 27 . Other Surveys in Which Included 
I J P~rl nf Estab Yes I 1 14 . Oislrict Yes Kl 

H151 D1sl ? No !M Potent'I? No I I None 
15 Name ot Established District 

~2 . Fur1her Description ot Important Features Former theatre en trance is no 
enclosed by typical 3-part storefront, but rest of facade 

in #42) MovecJ 1 

37 . Condition 
Interior -------
Exterior Good 

38. Preservation Yes 
Underway? No X 

39. Endangered? Yes I 1 

By Whal ? No lK 

40 . Visible from 
Public Road? 

41 . Distance from and 
Frontage on Road 

Yes~ 
No 1 : 

·on street/ 47' 10" 

is intact, including marquee, outlined in royal blue and , 
turquoise enameled panels. Street .level is faced in simila 
panels, with three aluminum-framed poster windowso Above 
marquee is a 6-panel vertical stripe, .colored (from edge t 
center) blue, turquoise and yellowo The r~maining up~6~ER) , 

43 H1s1ory dnd S1urnt1cance This property has been owned by descendants of John B. Helm 
since 18540 The present structure was built by James R.Bozarth, whose wife, 
the former Mabel Robards, was Helm's granddaughter. It was extensively re
modeled in 1937 for use by the Rialto movie theatre. The Frisina chain acquire 
management of the theatre in 1955 but closed it the next year. ~ince that time 
the interior has been rebuilt for general retail use. 
4-4 Oescr1p11on of Environment and Outbuildings 

45 Sourctts of. fnformation 46. Prepared by 
Hannibal Courier Post, Sep't. 22, 1904, July 10,193 Esley Hamilton 

Title abstract; Street Directories 
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832 HISTOltY OF MAH.ION COUNTY. 

UP TO 1840. 

After the establishment of the county seat the advancement of the 
town was fairly rapid and prosperous. New stores were opened, 
small factories of different sorts were established, two large taverns 
were built, lawyers and doctors came in, and the town had struck into 
the road that led it on to fortune. In the summer of 1826, \iVm. 
Massie had built a mill on North river, just north of the town a mile, 
and this was of no little advantage to the place. This mill was a 
water mill, and the dam was thrown across the stream a hundred 
yards or more above where the wagon bridge now is. Hundreds of 
settlers came off the frontiers to this mill, and on the same trip came 
to the town and purchased supplies. 

Goods were brought in either in wagons from St. Louis, or on flat 
honts up the river to Hannibal or Marion City, and then in wagons out 
t o Palmyra. The stores were pretty well supplied with such goods as 
the country demanded. Large quantities of merchandise were traded 
for furs and peltries; but cash was by no means very scarce. The 
settlers coming in nearly all had money, and some of them had 
considerable sums. 

By the year 1830, there were seven attorneys-at-law in the town, 
and four doctors. Abram Frye, David Gentry, and Gen. Benjamin 
Meaus were tavern keepers. The attorneys are named on another 
page (See p. 176). Of these perhaps the leading one was Judge 
Chas. H. Allen - or "Horse" Allen !:\S he was called. In 1831 the 
building of the court house was begun, but it was not completed until 
in 1832, and not finished entirely until in 1835. 

August 9, 1830, the town was first incorporated . (See page 177.) 
Since the location of the seat of justice, in 1827, an additional plat 
had been laid off and rec<'>rded by Major Dickerson, south of the 
original town and west of ~fain street, and this, together with the seat 
of justice, was included in the act of incorporation. This year too the 
squabble over the title to block 21 virtually ended, and preparations 
were made to begin the erection of the public huildings. By many it 
had been considered that the title to block 21 was yet in the United 
States, and the county court refrained from making any improve
ments thereon, lest it should lose its labor. (See pp. 175-76.) 

In the year 1832 tbe first newspaper was established. It was 18x24 
inches in size, and called the 111issouri Courier. The puulishers were 
Stewart & Angevine. Robert \V. Stewart was the editor at first, but 

\' 
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in a year or two Edwin G. Pratt succeeded him. In 1837-8, Hon. 
.James L. Minor became really the presiding genius of the paper. 
The Courier was a Jackson paper, and the "organ" of the Dem
·ocrat.ic partisans of the county. In the fall of 1837 the Political 
Exarnine1· was established. It was a whig paper. \i\Tm. Carson was 
the editor and Samuel Haydon the publisher. It lived but a year 
or two, and was succeeded in 1839 by the Missow·i Whig, Jacob 
Sosey's paper. In 1836 the Mar·ion Joil1"nal (Democratic) was 
started by its joint owners, Frederick Wise of St. Louis, and Lucian 
J. Eastin of Palmyra. It was edited by J. Quinn Thornton. It 
lived only a year or so. 

In 1833 and in 1835 the town recejved a backset from the ravages 
of the cholera. In 1840, however, it was again prosperous and thriv
ing. Numerous brick buildings, were erected, the first being built for 
a Mr. Shannon. On this Mr. Ziba Calvert, now a resident of \Va.rren 
township, was employed. The Methodists, Baptists and Presbyteri
ans each bnilt a church during the decade from 1830 to 1840. The 
Masonic loclge-the blue lodge-was established in 1831. 

THE "THESPIANS" AND THE THEATER.1 

In the fall of 1836, a number of young men, inclnding all professions 
and occupations (for there were no class distinctions then), met at 
the court-house and formed themselves into a Thespian Society. 
There were present among others, Richard H. and Presley C. Lane, 
Richard C. and Honorie Martin, John J. and Ivor and William R. 
Campbell, Albert Blakely, James and \Yillis C. Johnson, Samuel and 
Robert W. Miles, Dr. John Bowen, General David Willock, Alfred 
and Wade H. Pollard, Dr. Alfred Buckner, Dr. John C. \Vright, 
Gen. John H. Curd, Robert W. Stewart (Editor of the Oow·ie1'), 
Thomas C. Harris, ·William R. Haydon, Lucien J. Eastin, Richard P. 
Pulliam, James L. Minor, and Al. Stirman. 

In the winter of 1836-7 the company opened its doors to the pub
lic, in the upper room rented from Thos. J. 'Wise, a druggist, whose 
extensive store was two doors west of Frye's (Overton's) tavern, on 
the east side of Main street. The scenery was painted by Haydon, 
(a member), and over the drop-curtain, facing the audience, was 
blazoned in gilt letters the words : " Your Smiles, Our Life." The 

The compiler wishes to acknowledge that much of the information in this sketch 
bas been obtained from Hon. James L. Minor, of Jefferson City, and a great portion 
of the sketch itself was written bv him. 

53 
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£rst play was Home's tragedy of '' Douglas,'' 1 and the afterpiece, 
''The Lottery Ticket, '' u.nd never had these tw0 pieces been presented 
to a more appreciative or enthusiastic audience. The actors were 
perfect in their parts, and the orchestra, consisting of a violin solo, 
was conducted by Mr. Baum, who remained attached to the company 
until its close. 

All the actors were gentlemen. Female parts were assn med by 
boys and beardless youths. Though ladies attended the performances~ 
for there was "nothing to offend the most fastidious," public senti
ment was against lady "play actors," and it was as much as a young 
lady ' s reputation was worth to appear on even an amateur stage. 
"Lady" performers were Willis Johnson, Pres. Lane, Al. Blakey, 
Tom · Harris, and Charley Campbell (now Hon. John I. Camp hell),. 
and as the costume and carriage of these gentlemen had been subjected 
t o the care of their mothers, wives, sisters, and perhaps sweethearts, 
the disguise was good and the effect simply astounding. Each per
former was allowed to dress his character as he pleased, and at his 
own expense, so that the wardrobes on the stage were grand, flashy 
or grotesque, according to the taste and means of the wearer. 

The original object of the association was to raise funds for enclos
ing the public burying ground on the eastern limits of the town, but 
as never a dollar was known to go in that direction, it is presumed 
that the gross receipts were spent in a favorite saloon where the actors 
all met, after the play, to enjoy their triumph. So far as receipts 
were concerned, that was a secondary matter. Those of the audience 
who couldn't pay generally went in for nothing. 

The success of the .first winter was so great that in the summer of 
1837, an enterprising citizen, William Kelley, offered to build the 
company a theater, a propo~ition gladly accepted, and early in the 
winter of 1837-8, the house, a long frame building, was ready. It 
was built on the east side of Main street, northeast of the Court 
House square, and a few doors south of the present People's Mills. 
It was not a very large building, but answered all purposes. It had 
a pit, a dress circle and a gallery, and quite a respectable stage, with 
all of the ordinary appointments, a drop curtain, scenery, wings, flies, 
etc. Over the stage was the motto of the dramatic association : 
" Olta'rity is Our Object; Usefulness Ow· Aim .. " 

The triumph of the winter succeeding the building of the theater 
"as more marked than that of the preceding year. The audiences 

i Cast of c.haracters: Lord Randolph, J. L. Minor; Glenalvon, Wm. Hayden; Nor
t:al, Irnr Campbell; Old Man, Robt. Stewart; Lady Randolph, Willis C. Johnson. 

., 

HISTORY OF MARION COUNTY. 835 

increased in number, enthusiasm and voluntary attendance; the 
actors became so dramatically perfect and earnest, that it was fort
unate for the town that some enterprising manager didn't turn up 
and ruin, by theatrical offers, many a Thespia.n who afterwards 
achieved professional and mechanical eminence. Alas ! however, the 
company's coffers were as E:mpty and the graveyard as deso1n.te 
as ever. 

Amongst the chief points of attraction were the doggerel verses 
written by the poet-laureate of the society, Wm. R. Campbell. 
Abuut that time the town of Marion City was just emerging from the 
disastrous. overflow of 1836. The poet wrote and vVade Pollard sang 
to the delighted people this verse among others : -

"These Eastern folks came rushing on 
To find this mighty Western town; 
But when they came, upon my soul, 
They couldn't find a lot with a 40-foot pole ! " 

One of the leading actors was Hon. James L. Minor, who a few 
years later was appointed Secretary of State, and removed to Jefferson 
City, where he still resides, a venerable old gentleman, foll of years 
and honors. The " leading lady" for n. time wn.s Presley C. Lane, 
now the old postmaster, grave and gray, with the moustache of an old 
grenadier, the girth of an alderman, and the aspect of a sage. Ima
gine Gen. Minor, as Romeo, addressing Pres. Lane, as Juliet: 

But, soft! what light through yonder window breaks? 
It is the east, and Juliet is the sun. 

* * * The brightness of her eheek would shame those stars, 
As daylight doth a lamp; her eyes in heaven 
Would through the airy region stream so bright 
That birds would sing, and think it were not night. 
See, how she leans ber cheek upon her band I 
Oh, that I were a glove upon that hand, 
That I might touch that cheek! 

Some of Shakespeare's plays were given - tragedies, comedies, all 
sorts. Then there were " merry farces" or n.fterpieces, but the 
modern style of drama, melo-drama, burlesque opera, and " leg 
shows" were not then in vogue, or there is no telling to what extent 
the Thespian Society of 1836 would hnve gone. 

In 1842 a traveling troupe came in and occupied the theater, p1ay
ing " The '~Tife," "The Rivals," " The Sisters," " Still Waters Run 
Deep," etc. By this time the dramatic association haJ disbanded. 
The female impersonator:; had too large beards to perform well. The 
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old theater was converted into a pork-house, and then, Gen. Minor 
sayg, instead of the resounding echoes of the genius of Greece, it 
sent forth grease of another sort! 

IN 1843. 

In June, 1843, the year of the hard times, the population of Pal
myra was about 1,200. There were eight dry goods stores whose 
aggregate sales amounted to about $150,000 annually. There 
were also two newspapers, the Whig and the Courier; one drug 
store, three grocery stores, three tobacco establishments, four black
smiths, three carriage makers, five carpenters, three cabinet makers, 
three saddlers, two hatters, three shoemakers, four tailors, one tinner, 
one silversmith, one coopering establishment, three plasterers, one 
burber, three brickmason8, thirteen lawyers and six doctors. There 
,rnre six organized religious congregations of different denominations, 
and four churches. In two of these services were held every Sab
buth ; in one three times a month, and in the other occasionally. 

There were six teachers in the place, including four that were em
ployed in the public school. In September of this year there was a 
general withdrawal of pupils from the public school. It had not long 
been in existence, and there was considerable prejudice against it 
and in favor of private schools. The public school system, involving 
th e education of the children of poor men (in the same room and by the 
same teachers) with the children of rich men was not universally popular 
at that day, being considered too democratic by the would-be aristo
crats. The four teachers tendered their resignations to the board of 
trustees and the school was closed for a season. It was reorganized 
and started up again after awhile, mainly through the efforts 0f Capt. 
"'\\.,. m. Carson, president of the board. 

In the first pa.rt of this year, 1843, a military company was organ
ized. Its capt.ain was -- Ehrhart; its first-lieutenant Barnabas B. 
King- the same who was killed at the battle of Shiloh, while serving 
as major of the 21st Missouri (Union) regiment. The young ladies 
of Miss Burr's academy made a beautiful flag, "·hich tliey presented 
to the rangers in Septemher, 1843. A Miss Morton made the pres
entation speech; Lieut. King responded. 

The theater hnd passed away and there was a dearth of public 
amusements or entertainments. In the spring of the year 1843, a 
jfr. Keith gave a vocal and instrumental concert at the court house 
wl.:iich was well attended. An advertisement of this concert, still ex-
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taut, shows that Mr. Keith was the sole performer. "He will," said 
the hill, " sing a .number of sacred, sentimental and witty songs, ac
companying himself by an accordion, which he plays very sweetly. A<l· 
mittance 25 and 37 i cents." An entertainment of that sort would 
scarcely draw a very full house in these degenerate days, though the 
performer's songs were ever so sanctimonious, and though he played 
the accordion ever so '' sweetly.'' 

SOCIAL LIFE, l\IANNERS, AND FASHIONS IN EARLY DAYS. 

Social life in Palmyra at an early day was characterized by much 
formality and restraint. The circles were distinct, and their boun
daries well defined and seldom crossed by interlopers. The '' best ' > 
families, as those of most wealth . and highest position were termed, 
were generally circumspect, and to some extent exclusive, in selecting 
friends and only those of equal position with themselves were ad .. 
mitted as familiars. Democracy was not well established; an imita
tion of n.ristocracy was the rule. Although there was little or no blue 
blood in the place, there was an affectation of gentility among some 
of the families, rather preposterous and ridiculous in its nature, hut 
harmless in its effects. Indeed it may be said tlrnt it was beneficial, 
since it cnltivate<l a self-esteem that forbade any impropriety. 

The politeness of the gentle folks was exaggerated and nncomfort~ 
able either to practice or observe. ·when gentlemen were brought 
into the presence of ladies there was such an amount of bowing and 
scraping and genuflexion and high-sounding compliments on one side, 
and so much curtseying and simpering and delicacy on the other that 
it was painful to witness an interview of that character. On one oc~ 
casion old ''Horse'' Allen, who was a veritable Boanerges at any rate 
and under nearly all circumstances, was being presented to some 
ladies, when in the midst of a profound bow amounting almost to 
prostration, and the almost dead silence thought to be requisite to 
politeness, he let off a tremendous sneeze, which shook the house like 
the explosion of a bombshell. Seeking to recover himself, and to 
reassure the ladies, who were staggering from the shock, he let ofl' 
another, surpassing the :first in volume. Then making for the door, 
he rushed out, swearing like u pirate and roaring like a tempest. 

When the Palmyrenes were dressed according to the fashions of 
say 1835-40, the gentlemen strnde along the street with a delibera11• 
manner and stately air. They were arrayed in high, bell-crowned 
"plug" hats; swallow-tailed coats, made very tight in the waist, with 



An early view of Slabside Court , located on Main Street, Noel. Missouri . Mrs. 
Frank (Laura) Hamilton and Alta Manning Wharton, Laura Earl Wharton' s 
mother, Alta Earl 's wife. 

for swimming, boating and fishing. 
Later owners and operators included Mr. and Mrs. Alf Cope 

in the l 940's. Drue and Esther Christian in the l 950's, John and 
Marge VanHouten in the 1960's and Mr. and Mrs. Slaybaugh in 
later years. Part of the buildings eventually burned and all that 
remained were demolished. 

Submitted by Dorene Stiles 

EARLY OIL BUSINESS 
In the early days A. J. Kyte and his two sons, Roscoe and 

Ralph, had a wagon, pulled by a mule, delivering oil, kerosene 
and gasoline. The Kytes lived up the hollow from ·the James 
Stauber farm. . 

In later years Walter Smith had an oil company in N oel1 before 
Melvin Hall. 

Submitted by Centennial Book Committee 

JACK PEW OIL COMPANY 
In the early twenties, when automobiles became common in 

southwest Missouri, Phillips 66 Oil Company felt the need of 
establishing a gasoline bulk plant at Noel. This was located at its 
present site of Foster and R. R. Streets. Since the gasoline was 
brought in by railroad, it was necessary for the Kansas City 
Southern to run a spur by the plant. The spur remains today 
even though the gas is now brought in by transport tr:•.ck. Much 
of the early pumping equipment is still in possession of the oil 
company. 

Walter Smith was the first Phillips consignee. A few years 
later, Melvin Hall became the consignee and in 1935 he bought 
the business and in later years acquired the bulk plants in 
Neosho, Cassville and Sou th west City. 

In 1960, Jack Pew, from Kansas City, bought out the Melvin 
Hall Oil Company. The Pews: Jack, Bobby, Barbara, Judy, and 
Ross continue to live here. Jack is now retired and Ross, 
Barbara and her husband Bill Chamberlain continue to operate 
the business. 

Submitted by Jack Pew Oil Company 

OZARK THEATER 
Built in 1920, by Bill Christensen, on west Main Street was 

the Bijou Theater. It was later renamed the Ozark Theater. In 
addition to movies, live traveling acts, such as magicians, 
medicine shows, and musical groups performed on stage there. 
Presentations of plays by the Noel Dramatic Club, enjoyed an 
audience during the 1930's. It was purchased by Ray Mathis of 
Granby from Mr. Christensen, and he sold to the Dickinson 
chain in 1946. Richard Easter was manager and operator of the 
machines in the late 1940's. Others were Sam Jolly, Pat 
Silverio, Mrs. McHattie, Mrs. Neal Hill, Mrs. Otis Cash and 
James Carroll. 

26 

Ozark Theatre from 1920 to 1986 when the building was des troyed by fi re. 
Photo court esy of McDonald County Press , Noel, Missour i. 

Theater managers were cooperative with civic groups in such 
·matters as the special free Christmas show for children each 
year. 

Fire destroyed the building last summer, 1986, which wa~ the 
loss of a landmark for Noel. 

Submitted by Centennial Book Committee 

GATEWAY DRUG STORE 
During the 1920's Florence Munea established the Gateway 

Confectionary Store on west Main Street near the City Hotel. It 
.. is'no longer in operation but was a popular gathering place for 

nearly fifty years. Fancy candies were displayed in glass cases 
and gifts, drugs and sundries were for sale. The store offered 
both fountain and lunch counter service. It was later a bus stop 
for the Greyhound line for many years. A small dance floor, with 
a Nickelodeon was popular with young and old alike. Mrs. 
Muena's son, Leo, and family assisted in management after a 
few years with Leo operating a basement pool hall. 

Jimmie and Mamie Hirst became managers about 1954. They 
had owned and operated the Noel Drug Store on east Main, 
which they purchased from Ora Hemphill, Jr. in 1951. The 
Hirsts had many exciting· experiences there, among them being 
the center of teenage activity and having the opportunity to 
''lend an ear'' or to provide a shoulder to cry on. They were very 
popular business people with the grown-ups too and earned 
many friendships. 

The building was severely damaged during Noel's 1969 
railroad "blast" disaster and the Hirsts moved to another 
building three doors east. During the years, they were collectors 
for Empire District Electric Company statements. ·;hey 
continued the Gateway business until 1980. Their son, Kenneth, 
returned to Noel and as a pharmacist took over for about four 
years before moving to Colorado. The Gateway no longer exists. 

Submitted by Centennial Book Committee 

GATEWAY DRUG STORE - THE POOL HALL 
GATEWAY KOURT - GATEWAY CHICKEN HOUSE CAFE 
The Munea family contributed much to the building and 

development of Noel. The Muneas owned and operatea the 
Gateway Drug Store, located on Main Street, for many years. 
Downstairs, below the drug store, was a pool hall and tavern and 
regular meeting place for the great domino players of the area. 

In the early '40s, Muneas purchased the property where the 
City Hotel had been located and built the Gateway Kourt, Hotel 
and cabins with kitchens. The brick building just to the east 
became known as the Gateway Chick House Cafe, which 



Historic Missouri Theatres Questionnaire 

Mercer County Library 

Does your organization have information about the following theatres? 

Buren 's Hall Princeton yes ____ no __ _ 
Grand Opera House yes ____ no __ _ 

Is this(these) theatre(s) still in operation? 

Buren's Hall Princeton yes ____ no _ 
Grand Opera House yes ____ no _x__ 

If not, does the building(s) where the theatre was located still exist? 

Buren's Hall Princeton yes ____ no .x__ 
Grand Opera House yes ____ no __ _ 

What other historic theatres were located or are currently located in your area? ----------------
__ THE_LAft!!l~T _':!Q._VIE THRM.~ ]!!RN@. AUi;~_lS L_l 96..J_&_K~li..QLREB.UILL ARBllCKl~S__ClEERA_ ____ _ 

~u~~_:rn~~~~,!:~~~=-!~!_WE _:_o~-ON -~T. __ ~-ANN~~S~_Y~!-~ -
Please check the specific types of information you have about theatres in your area? Please note any 
sources you think would be particularly useful for this project. 

books about specific theatres 

photographs 

newspaper articles 

scrapbooks 

county or town histories 

other, please specify 

Do you have any information on which theatre or vaudeville circuit played in ycur area? 
_______ NJ.) ________________________________________________________ _ 

What days and times is your library open to the public?__ -__ lb_y_~_k ___ !7_:_~----
:C~ sl.~_£_-=.1-2: __________________________ _ 

Can special arrangements be made for the library to be open at other times? 
_________ _jj_LI-__ 1._11-i_s__L.l'.'.b._e ___________________________________ _ 
Who is the best person to contact for more information? _J~~~.P-t-...::.. d.L.~]~y__Q._ _l_.. -· 

1T osef<\6.v\./ ~euev: ~at: - </O(»~JY\a.it\ ~,· ,1e 'l'il~ 
• I ~I ft, - 7qg. - 4./. "v-'73 Thank you for your assistance. Please return to: Becky Sm e 8 Sunset Dr. olumbia, MO 65'.l 



VV!e re..:,,.- [ou.., ~ 

PRINCETON DOES HAVE ONE BUILDING WHERE THE MELODRAMA IS 
HELD DURING OUR CALAMITY JANE DAY CELEBRATIONS. PLAYS ARE 
ALSO HELD THERE DURING THE-.::: YEAR. IT IS CALLED COW PALACE, 
BEING CONVERTED FROM A SALE BARN IN 1970 
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the people of Princeton are opposed to J uclge Lynch's me
thods but forbearance has about ceased to be a virtue." 

The lo\ver Tennessee school house was destroyed by 
fire on the evening of January 20th, 1893. There had 
been no fire in the place for more than a week and it was 
supposed to have been set on fire. 

The Prairie school house was burned November 27th, 
1893. 

The Buckeye livery barn and the cily hotel across the 
street, the former owned by Robert Bowsher, the latter 
by Judge Stacy, were burned February 28th, 1893. A 
heroic fight was made and the business buildings on the 
west side were saved from a repetition of former catas
trophes. The occupants of the hotel lost most of their 
personal property and some barely escaped with their 
lives. With great difficulty some twenty head of horses 
were removed from the livery barn and while engaged in 
this work W. H. Boxley was knocked down and trampled 
upon by one of the animals. He was for a time thought 
to be fatally injured. Every glass in the front of the 
Bearden block was broken by the heat and the buildings 
otherwise damaged. The loss was probably $4,000. The 
fire started in the hay in the loft of the b;1 rn and its orgin 
was a mystery. 

April 8th, 1893, the residence of W. 'vV. Hampshire, 
ten miles southeast of Princeton was destroyed by fire, en
tailing a lo5s of $4,000. 

Following the destruction of the residence of Stanlry 
Arnold at 2 o'clock on the morning of August 21, 189.3, 
the Press said: 

"The family had all been away from ho me and there had been no 
fire in the house, therefore there was 011lv one way to account for the 
fire-incendiarism. The crisis requires a heroic remedy. The tim e has 
come in the history of our little city when it is ah . o lutely necessary 
to find and punish the fiends who apply the torch ." 

The Tf/cst Side Bla~c of 1893 

Again on December lRth, 1 93, a large portion of 
the west side was consumed. The blaze was believed to 
have started in the hakerv of Allburn & Sherritt, in the 
basement of Arlmckle's opera house building. The fire 
was discoYerecl in time to have been extinguished but the 
engme and hose were out of order. A large crowd had 
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assembled and began to carry water in buckets. By hard 
work the flames were extingujshed after having burned 
the opera house building and , the · buildings of Jackson 
Cook and H. J .. Allev, leaving standing the Masonic build
ing on the south side of th~ block and Don Cain's building 
on the north side .. rhus for the fourth time in ten years 
this block had been either partially or totally destroyed by 
fire. Again incendiarism was the only plausible explana
tion. The bakery ·had-not been fired up for more ·than 
twenty-four hours and this was the only place . in the 
basement where any fire was kept D. N." Arbuckle, who 
owned th~ opera house building was the heaviest loser. 
His building and fixtures had cost him something like 
$10,000 and he carried but $3,500 insurance. In a prev
ious fire he had suffered the loss .of two buildings without 
insurance. The following list ·of losses was given by th~ 
Telegraph: 

H. J. Alley, building 
Stanley & Blair, grocers 
Don Cain, building 
Jackson Cook, building and fixtures 
Allburn & Sheritt, restaurant 
Bols~er & Steckman, printing and law offi.ce 
W. W. White, furniture 
F. P. Wynne, jeweler 
Martin Read, law office 
Judson & Son, clothing 
A. F. & A. M. building 
J. C. Casteel, dry _goods 
E. B. Wolf, barber shop . 
Court House, damage 
W. L. Bearden, photographer 
Mrs. S. R. Bryant, millinery 
Cook & Blachley, restaurant 
H. G. Orton 
W. F. Buren 
Sams & Bowman 

Loss Insurance 
$4500 $3500 

500 500 
2000 · '2000 
4500 4000 
1500 ·-1200 
200 200 

4000 2200 
700 700 

25 
6000 . 
1500 
7000 
100 
250 
200 
300 
300 
100 

1000 
lQQ 

4500 

700(! 
l(J)t. 
ZSOii 
2()()tl 
300 
200 
100 

1000 
\00 

John Ashcroft, . -Lindsey Bros., ·:E.· D. Wilcox, ']. . f 
~berhart, Bank of Mercer county, ·and Ira B. ·Hyde & 
Son also sustained light losses. · 

The fire was temporarily a serious calamity ·to Prince
ton as . some of. the pers<?ns .who -owned lots w_ere so badly 
aff.ecte_d financially that they could ~ot immediately re
build .. It was al.so feared that on account of the repetition 
of ser~ous fires msurance companies would ~dvance rates 
on Prmceton property. . · 

Mr. Devine, baker for Allburn & Sherritt · had a close 
call. He was sleeping ·in a rootn ov·er J tid~on " & Son's 
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men convened at Cockrell's hall. The const itution and by
laws styled the institution The Princeton Business Men's 
Association, showed that its purpose was "to increase trade 
and encourage beneficial enterprises ; guard the sanitary 
and other interests ·; promote the general welfare and dis
courage and remedy as far as practicable all influences 
detrimental to the interests and good name of the town." 
The dues were made fifty cents per year. The following 
signed the constitution and became charter members: 

Ira B. Hvde, W . W . Judson, W . A. Loe, William Hirons, W . F . 
Shaw, W. P. Lindsey, H . J . Alley, H , C. Bows her, Jesse Trapp, Rush 
Bowsher, Scott Wright, M. C. Wolf, H. T. Allen, R. W. Steckman, R. 
C. H. Lindsey, }. A. Tompson , Eli Mullinax, L. W. Brannon, James T . 
Anderson, F. R. Aufri cht , William Speer, H . W. Moss, J. B. Eva ns, W . 
E. Cockrell. C. W . Bolster, J. N. Weaver, E d Eva ns, W. A. P resson, W. 
B. Ballew, J . R. Brown, James Nigh, J. C. Casteel , M. F. Robinson, John 
Baxter, H. C. Miller, J. R. Bowsher, G. M. Bris tow, J. P. Bailey, J . 
T . Cook, P. C. McDonald, W. H. Wilson, E. W. Judson and F H. Mc
Dougal. 

The above organization has disbanded. Four years 
ago a comniercial club, composed of young and enthusias
tic men, was organized. A. M. Hyde was the first presi
dent. Walter ;Robinson served in 1908 and Geo. T. M;ulli
_nax in 1909. The institution has fostered several public 
enterprises and held several enjoyable meetings looking to 
.the advancement of the city, including the chautauqua. The 
present officers are W. P. Brown, president; W. D. Smith, 
secretary; J. C. Lomax, treasurer. 

The commercial club instituted a Clean Up Day in 
1907, heartily participated in by many citizens. May 
20th was set apart as the time for a g-eneral raking of 
yards, burning of trash and purging of alleys, and the co
horts of citizens were commanded in their efforts by the 
blasts of the fire whistle. 

The Local Militia 

Co. L., Fourth regiment, Missouri National Guard, was 
organized in Princeton in June, 1905. Arthur Hyde was 
captain and Herbert Casteel first lieutenant. The boys 
attended three state encampments and promoted one old 
soldiers' reunion. After about three years of activity, the 
institution was disbanded. 

Public Halls 

Until the 90s Princeton people held their public meet
ings indoors, in places of rather primitive appointment. 
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The Casteel opera house, seating 750 persons and sup
erior in •appointment to houses found outside the larger 
cities, was opened in Princeton in August, 1898. "The 
Colorado Girl'.', presented by the Forshap Comedy com
pany, was the opening bill. The house contained boxes 
and was seated with upholstered opera chairs. Ed C. 
Hyde made the speech that attended the launching of the 
new enterprise. This magnificent playhouse, good enou~h 
for a city of twice the size of Princeton, was burned in 
the great west-side fire of 1899. 

vV. P. Sheets completed his operahouse on Hickland 
street in the early fall of 1894, and the house opened by a 
performance of the Spooner Comedy company. This is a 
one-storrand-basement building, with opera chairs, small 
balconie.s, inclined floor and a seating capacity of 500. It 
is now the best meeting hall in the city and is used for 
theatricals. 

Mercer 

The town of Marion, now Mercer, was not incorporat
ed until 1886, but there was a postoffice there for many 
years before · that, it being established about 1859. The 
town is ten miles north of Princeton on the Rock Island· 
and five miles south of the state line. A. A. Alley, the 
founder, laid out the town soon after the building of the 
railroad in 1871. The company had a switch there, but 
no trains stopped there until J. H., H. J. and A. A. Alley, 
thr·ee brothers, donated the money and built a station at 
a cost of $800. A. A. Alley then had a general store there, 
and -in 1878 his brother, J. H. Alley, purchased it. The 
town was afterward re-incorporated. F'rom the building 
of the depot the place beg-an to grow, and it is now the 
second town of the county in population.· The first post
master was A. A. Alley. The present ·postmaster is Ed 
Gloshen. Formerly the mail came by stage from Chilli
cothe, thence by mounted carrier. · · The first carrier, P. 
D. Brown, is still living. Three rural routes now emanate 
from this point. 

Early business men were W. D. Alley, general mer
chandise; Marion Merritt, drugs ar;i.d groceries; S. A. 
Newlin, groceri-es and hardware. The fir.st officers were: 
Mayor, S; T. Wilford; marshal, J. M. Snyder; trustees, 
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the people of Princeton are opposed to Judge Lynch's me
thods but forbearance has about ceased to be a virtue." 

The lower Tennessee school house was destroyed by 
fire on the evening of January 20th, 1893. There had 
been no fire in the place for more than a week and it was 
supposed to have been set on fire. 

The Prairie school house was burned N" overnber 27th, , 
1893. 

The Buckeye livery barn and the city hotel across the 
street, the former owned by Robert Bowsher, the latter 
by Judge Stacy, were burned February 28th, 1893. A 
heroic fight was made and the business buildings on the 
west side were saved from a repetition of former catas
trophes. The occupants of the hotel lost most of their 
personal property and some barely escaped with their 
lives. With great difficulty some twenty head of horses 
were removed from the livery barn and while engaged in 
this work W. H. Boxley was knocked down and trampled 
upon by one of the animals. He was for a time thought 
to be fatally injured. Every glass in the front of the 
Bearden block was broken by the heat and the buildings. 
otherwise damaged. The loss was probably $4,000. The 
fire started 'in the hay in the loft of the barn and its orgin 
was a mystery. 

April 8th, 1893, the residence of W. \t\ . Hampshire, 
ten miles southeast of Princeton was destroyed by fire, en
tailing a lo~s of $4,000. 

Following the destruction of the residence of Stanl~y 
Arnold at 2 o'clock on the morning of August 21, 1893, 
the Press said: 

"The family had all been away from home and there had been no 
fire in the house therefore there was onlv one way to account for the 
fire-incendiari5~. The crisis requires a heroic remedy. The time 'has 
come in the history of our little city when it is absolutely necessary 
to find and punish the fiends who apply the torch." 

The TV est Side Bla::c of 1893 

Again on December 18th, 1893, a large portion of 
the west side was consumed. The blaze was believed to 
have . tarted in the hakerv of Allburn & Sherritt, in the 
basement of Arlmckle's opera house building. The fire 
was discovered in time to have been extinguished but the 
engme and hose were out of order. A large crowd had 
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assembled and began to carry water in buckets. By hard 
work the flames were extinguished after having burned 
the opera house building and the buildings of Jackson 
Cook and H.J. Allev, leaving standing the Masonic build
ing on the south side of th~ block and Don Cain's building 
on the north side. . Thus for the fourth time in ten years 
this block had been either partially or totally destroyed by 
fire. Again incendiaris_m was the only plausible explana
tion. The bakery had not been fired up for more ·than 
twenty:..four hours and this was the only place in the 
basement where any fire was kept D. N. Arbuckle, who 
owned th~ opera ·house building was the heaviest loser. 
His building and fixtures had cost him something like 
$10,000 and he carried but $3,500 insurance. In a prev
ious fire he had suffered the loss of two buildings without 
insurance. The following list ·of losses was given by th~ 
Telegraph: 

H. J. Alley, b\lilding 
Stanley & Blair, grocers 
Don Cain, building 
Jackson Cook, building and fixtures 
Allburn & Sheritt, restaurant 
Bols~er & Steckman, printing and law 
W. W. White, furniture 
F. P. Wynne, jeweler 
Martin Read, law office 
Judson & Son, clothing 
A. F. & A. M. building 
J. C. Casteel, dry .goods 
E. B. Wolf, barber shop 
Court House, damage 
W. L. Bearden, photographer 
Mrs. S. R. Bryant, millinery 
Cook & Blachley, restaurant 
H. G. Orton 
W. F. Buren 
Sams & Bowman 

offi.ce 

Loss Insurance 
$4500 $3500 

500 500 
2000 . '2(XX) 
4500 4000 
1500 ·1200 

2()() . 200 
4000 2200 

700 . 700 
25 

600() . 
1500 
7000 
100 
250 
200 
300 
300 
100 

1000 
lQQ. 

4500 

7<m 
lln 
~ 
2<n 
300 
200 
100 

1000 
\00 

John Ashcroft, . -Lindsey Bros., ·E.· D. Wilcox, J. f. 
'Eberhart, Ba~k of Mercer county, ·and Ira B. ·Hyde .& 
Son also sustained light losses. · 

The fire was temporarily a serious calamify ·to Prince
ton as some of. the pers<?ns .who owned lots were so badly 
aff.ected financially that they could !JOt immediat~ly re
bmld .. It was al.so feared that on account of the rep~tition 
of ser~ous fires insurance companies would ~dvance rates 
on Princeton property. . · 

Mr. Devine, baker for Allburn & Sherritt, had a close 
call. He was sleeping in a room over Judson · & SOn's 
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The Casteel opera house, seating 750 persons and sup
erior in appointment to houses found outside the larger 
cities, was opened in Princeton in August, 1898. ' The 
Colorado Girl", presented by the Forshap Comedy com
pany, was the opening bill. The house contained boxes 
and was seated with upholstered opera chairs. Ed C. 
Hyde made the speech that attended the launching of the 
new enterprise. This magnificent playhouse, good enou~h 
for a city of twice the size of Princeton, was burned in 
the great west-side fire of 1899. 

vV. P. Sheets completed his operahou e on Hickland 
street in the early fall of 1894, and the house opened by a 
performance of the Spooner Comedy company. This is a 
one-story-and-basement building, with opera chairs, small 
balconies, inclined floor and a seating capacity ·of 500. It 
is now the best meeting hall in the city and is used for 
theatricals . 

Mercer 

The town of Marion, now Mercer, was not incorporat
ed Yntil 1886, but there was a postoffice there for many 
years before that, it being established about 1859. The 
town is ten miles north of Princeton on the Rock Island· 
and five miles south of the state line. A. A. Alley, the 
founder, laid out the town soon after the building of the 
railroad in 1871. The company had a switch there, but 
no trains stopped there until J. H., H. J. and A. A. Alley, 
thr-ee brothers, donated the money and built a station at 
a cost 9f $89(). A. A. Alley then had a general store there, 
and -in 1878 his brother, J. H. Alley, purchased it. The 
town was afterward re-incorporated. From the building 
of the depot the place began to grow, and it is now the 
second town of the county in population. The first post
master was A. A. Alley. The present postmaster is Ed 
Gloshen. Formerly the mail came by stage from Chilli
cothe, thence by mounted carrier. · The first carrier, P. 
D. Brown, is still living. Three rural routes now emanate 
from this point. 

Early business men were W. D. Alley, general mer
chandise; Marion Merritt, drugs and groceries; S. A. 
Newlin, groceries and hardware. . The fir.st officers were: 
Mayor, S: T. Wilford; marshal, J. M. Snyder; t rustees, 



Mercer Band, 1906 

Blac n tth Shop - Clell and Emmett Brummett 

1920: bruary - C. W. Cunningham was 
appointed chairman of the committee to find 
a place and ee to the building of the hitchracks. 

The merican Legion Post of Mercer and 
Princeton h ld memorial services on February 
·22 in mem ry of the service men who lost their 
lives duri World War I. 

April • The town board turns down payment 
to o. A. ~oore of $10 .95 for disinfecting L. 
Power and harles Graham. 

June _ The town board ordered a poll tax 
tor the year. It is to be two days 

work, si -handed; or one day with team; or 
$5.00 in m yon all males between the ages of 
21 and 60 . 

Mercer Ball Team Before 1920 

~~_,,~ ·~dVl~ 
July - William Pigg was ordered to collect 

the poll taxes. 
October - Salary for night watchman is 

$75.00 per month. 
1921: April - Hi tchracks were ordered put 

back on square. 
June - City allowed B. F. Fisher 25~ per 

hour for work on city street. 
October - Motion was made and carried 

to discontinue the full time city marshal! to a 
weekend marshall; Saturday evening to Monday 
morning. A full time marshall was started about 
the first of the year. · 

Heroic work of a bucket brigade quenched a 
big b 1 a z e after the city hall, the fire engine, 
opera house, and bakery were destroyed at an 
early hour on a Saturday morning. 

1923: January - Rev. Lawrence Wheeler, 
pastor of the M. E. Church at Mercer, called 
the young men of that city together last week 
and organized an athletic and social club. The 
south room of the Judge Alley building was 

--- -=-- ~~-==--=-=---==--=----=- - --·- ---



Epidemics were common, but probably the 
worst was the Spanish Influenza epidemic of 
1918-1919. All schools in the county were or
dered closed by the County Court and the Board 
of Health. Citizens were asked not to congregate 
in large numbers. Churches and the movie the -
ater were closed. In some families, all the 
members were ill and many deaths occurred. 
Doctors were in short supply, but the few who 
were available, worked day and night. Handi
capped by lack of antibiotics, hospitals, and 
nurses, and poor road conditions, they fought a 
gallant battle. 

In January, 1920 Dr. C. P. Pickett left 
Mercer to practice medicine in Jefferson City. 
Dr. J. C. Donahue, recently returned from the 
armed services, arrived to take over the prac
tice. The town acquired an excellent physician, 
the ball team a dedicated member, and the local 
hunters an avid hunting companion. 

INTERIO OF THE GIRDNER THEATER 
Chapman Building 



Historic Missouri Theatres Questionnaire 

Miller County Historical Society 

What historic theatres were located or ~e currently located in your area? d_4:Pt---_~-----
=~11~~=~======== 
Please check the specific types of information you have about theatres in your area? Please note any 
sources you think would be particularly useful for this project. 

books about specific theatres 

photographs 

newspaper articles 

scrapbooks 

county or town histories 

other, please specify 

Do you ~~ any information on which theatre or vaudeville circuit played in your area? 

____ /}'_~----------------------------------------------------------
What dai:hi ~ r~~s ilirur library op~n to the public? ~-2.MLy~~lJJd.,-=-¥-.__
~-~~--~J.+lJ-~~-r-Yf)_ /l__~_![F-----------------

Can special arrangements be made for the library to be open at other times? 

~------------------------------------------------~--------

Who is the best person to contact for more information?_~~~-------· 

Thank you for your assistance. 
Please return to: Becky Snider 1008 Sunset Dr. Columbia, MO 65203 

RS PEGGY SMITH-HAKE 
RR 1 BOX 52 
ST ELIZ BETH MO 65075 



Historic Missouri Theatres Questionnaire 

Mississippi County Historical Society 

Does your organization have information about the following theatres? 

Charleston Opera House 
Loebe's Theatre 
Aycock Opera House 

Charleston 

East Prairie 

Is this(these) theatre(s) still in operation? 

Charleston Opera House 
Loebe's Theatre 
Aycock Opera House 

Charleston 

East Prairie 

yes _ __ no ___ <4""'"~ 
yes ___ no___ c.? 
yes --~- no ___ e, !J, Q.. 

yes ____ no -~-

yes ____ no -~-
v · yes ____ no __ _ 

If not, does the building(s) where the theatre was located still exist? 

Charleston Opera House 
Loebe's Theatre 
Aycock Opera House 

Charleston yes ____ no _k _ 
yes ---- no - v _ 
yes ____ no _V _ East Prairie 

What other historic theatres were located or are currently located in your area?...._._, .,._""""""--'"' 

~-~- ~) 
/ 

books about specific theatres 

photographs 

newspaper articles 

scrapbooks 

county or town histories 

V other, please specify 

Do you have any information on which theatre or vaudeville circuit played in your area? 

What days and times is your library open to the public? 2 __ ' __ · ______ • 
L,J~ JJ:.. ____ ... _ -~ -.--- -..L ~ ) 

Can special arrangements be made for the library to be open at other times? 



r: 



Charleston String Band. 
By 1879 Bethune's Hall on the north side of West Commer

cial was the place for balls, musical entertainment and various 
programs. 

Some time later most of the traveling and local theatricals, 
minstrel groups, drama groups, and high school plays took place 
in the second floor of a building on the northeast corner of West 
Commercial and Center Streets, first known as Bridges Hall and 
later converted to what was known as the Opera House. The 
lower floor was at one time occupied by Lutz's boot and shoe 
shop. 

A paper of 1891 stated, "The Rutledge Dramatic Company 
appeared at the Opera House last night to a good audience, in 
the most thrilling play ever written, entitled "Jack of the 
Min es". The piece was well presented, and was highly ap
preciated. The comapny will remain here the entire week, and 
will present a complete change of program each night. People's 
popular prices. "l iM 

In its heydey, the old Opera House wa? a community asset, 
well arranged with a stage, orchestra pit, fi rst floor and gallery. 
The first moving picture to be seen in Charleston was exhibited 
in the old Opera House soon after the close of the Spanish 
American War, showing United States battle ships moving un
der power and firing salvos. When smoke emerged from a can
non , someone concealed in the wings would give a bass drum a 
hard and loud beat. 

The building is still standi!1g but the old frame stairway on 
the outside of the east wall is gone and likewise the metal 
stairway which later replaced the frame stairway. The building 
is being used as a warehouse at the present time. 

S. P. Loebe was one of the first in Charleston to take an in
terest in the moving picture business and his initial venture was 
to erect a high wooden fence and bleachers on the lot on West 
Commercial Street where Economy Furniture Co. is now 
located. Silent movies were shown in this open air theatre during 
the warm months. 

Soon afterward Loebe moved his theatre, known as the 
Electric Dome. to the .Jecko building which was located on the 
lot directly 1,.vest of the now First Security State Bank. Opera 
seats were in.:;talled and silent films of the time shown. 

In 1904 a new Opera House was built by Loebe on the corner 
of :\fain and Cypress streets on the lot later occupied by 
Waggener 's Sinclair Station. It was one of the leading show 
houses of the district for many years. It was built , of course, 
before the advent of motion pictures, and boasted a fully 
equipped stage, orchestra pit, dressing rooms, and all of the 
drops and trappings required by stock c0mpanies and road 
shows. Odie Sitzes served as manager for many years. 69 

The_ following year Carrie Nat ion gave a lecture at the Opera 

1<4 0 

THF: HRO\V>iS . a C'hnrlest on hall team of ahout 18H.'1. in cluded : Front row. from 
le ft . . Jo hn Russe ll a nd 'X iii Ogih·ie : ~ec1ind row .. Jack Ogik1e . El he rt Shelhy . ~ 
L1 >ehe and Hampton \Vad e. Huck ro w. Ceorge Hridge:- . Han ce Rou::P. . :\i0rton 
H~1 . (; porge Whitc rnnh unrl E\·e re tt \\· eatherly . ( Br i dge~ is on left with top hat.) 

Tli1: Loebe Opera House ... J'J0] - 1926 
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House. The local editor was not much impressrd \\'it h lier :peech 
and conrluclNI. "The sale of her srn1\·e11ir hntchL'ts and lwr lln<lk 
must hm·L' netted hPl' a nice surn". In IHI :~ Hlind Boone cind his 
company performed at the Opera House . 

13\' 1910 Loehe (J\\'lled Lnelw Theatre. Drc.•aml1111d Picture 
Show. and The Electric Dome .7" The Electric Dome was par
tially1destro.\'ed by firr in l~)l:L It \\'as rernodPll'cl nnd n•11;111wd 

the Ai rdorne. 
In 191-+ the American Phot<>play Theaters Co. ol' 'lernphi s. 

Tenncssee. h<>ught the LoelJe Theaters which were : c:em 
Theatre. The Ai rclome. and Loe be 's Theatre or Opera H < 1use. 
The\' dosed a deal with Dr. H. S. Heid whereh.\· he was to erect 
an t.1p-to-clate building on the north side of' \Vest Commercial 
Street just opposite the Air lorn e. It necessitat ed the remon1I ol' 
the old frame building f'ormerl.\· occupied h.\ Lash and Son a:-; a 
hakC'r\·. The huilcling was to cost about $7.000 and the cnlllJHlll.\' 
then installed th e fixtures and equipment. F. C . .l11r·d::rn \\·as 
secured as manager and the American Theatre opened October 
I:). l DI~. 

In lffl ;) another motion picture house <lt '.ZOLi \\est Commer 
cial \\'Hs starte I h\' Ernest Storv and Claude Edwards. 

The Americar~ Theatre wa~ sold in 1920 to Robert Wo()cls 
and he in turn a short time lat er sold it to 0 . \,\. Mc:Cutl'h en of 
Kennett for $12.000. In 1924 S. E. Pirtle bought it from Ml' 
Cutchen f'nr $22. 000 . lt wa destroyed b.\' fire May :1, 1~)27 . ~ 1 

For a time motion pictures wer shown in the Y.M .C.A. 
building but this was not satisfactor.\' so the "Armor_,. Theatre" 
m; it \\'as called moved to the remodeled f. 0. 0. F. building <HJ 

\\'es t Commercial. 
\\'ithin the next t\\o vears 0 . \V. I\lcCutclicn had once again 

built a new American Tl1eat r in Charleston 011 Enst C<>rnnier 
cial Street. and the first talking picture to he s h!lwll in 
Clrnr lc.'ston \Yas "The Hainhow" on December 1:-1. l ~J2D. In l\lay nl' 
19-17 f'i re dest ro_\-·ecl the insid e of the building but it \\'HS 

remodeled and again opened . 
111 Ul-11 !\le utche11 built a second theater in Charleston on 

\\ est Commercial Street for around $65 .000 and with a seating 
capacit.\' of from nine hundred to one thousand. Clarence Staples 
was th general contractor. lt was named The Gem Theatre 
and opened 011Nm·ember1:1, 1941. ~ 2 

At the present time thi s building has been purchased h» l fr
ban Henewal and in the near future will be razed to make room 
for a parking lot. The theater on East Commercial i. st ill in 
operation and is now ()Wned hy the 1ako C() . of' Memphis. 
Tennessee. 

EAST fJHAIH/I:' 
The fourth settlement to become a part of Mississippi Coun

ty was Hibbard. later to be renamed f_,a. t Prairie. Around 1840 

\ . . "' 
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Historic Missouri Theatres Questionnaire 

Monroe County Historical Society 

Does your organization have information about the following theatres? 

Paris Opera House 
Hay's Opera House 
Monroe City Opera House 
Madision Opera House 

Paris 
Monroe City 

Madison 

Is this(these) theatre(s) still in operation? 

Paris Opera House 
Hay's Opera House 
Monroe City Opera House 
Madision Opera House 

Paris 
Monroe City 

Madison 

/ yes ____ no __ _ 
yes ____ no _ ..!::.__ 

yes ____ no -~-
yes ____ no_ Y'_ 

yes ____ no _L_ 
yes ____ no __ _ 
yes ____ no -~-

/ yes ____ no __ _ 

If not, does the building(s) where the theatre was located still exist? 

Paris Opera House 
Hay's Opera House 
Monroe City Opera House 
Madision Opera House 

Paris 
Monroe City 

Madison 

yes ____ no _ v _ 
yes ____ no_!;__ 
yes ____ no _ _L_ 

t yes ____ no _ _,__ 

What other historic theatres were located or are currently located in your area? ----------------

Please check the specific types of information you have about theatres in your area? Please note any 
sources you think would be particularly useful for this project. 

books about specific theatres 

photographs 

-- newspaper articles 

scrapbooks 

county or town histories 

other, please specify 

Do you have any information on which theatre or vaudeville circuit played in your area? 

~~~ ~--------------------------
What days and times is your library open to the public? ---------------------------------
!l_lLA±.c~_Q_:S f!_fb___/::!A J{_!_(d.:..:L __ S <a±-_Sl_:::J _________________________ _ 

Can special arrangements be made for the library to be open at other times? 

~ ~_l!_~L~ -~--L22<2~--------------------------------
Who is the best person to contact for more information?_ -~dY-=5-;r-_lL!L-_fp_7cJ_~3-Z_l,£ _____ . 

Thank you for your assistance. 
Please return to: Becky Snider 1008 Sunset Dr. Columbia, MO 65203 



Historic Missouri Theatres Questionnaire 

Montgomery County Historical Society 

Does your organization have information about the following theatres? 

Ferguson's New Opera House 
Chadwick's Opera House 
library Hall 
Jonesburg Opera House 

Montgomery City 

Jonesburg 

Is this(these) theatre(s) still in operation? 

Ferguson's New Opera House 
Chadwick's Opera House 
library Hall 
Jonesburg Opera House 

Montgomery City 

Jonesburg 

If not, does the building(s) where the theatre was located still exist? 

Ferguson's New Opera House 
Chadwick's Opera House 
Library Hall 
Jonesburg Opera House 

Montgomery City 

Jonesburg 

yes ____ no _X _ 
yes ____ no _ v 
yes ____ no __ _ 
yes ____ no _ _!(_ 

yes ____ no _;I_ 
yes ___ no __ _ 

v yes ____ no __ _ 
yes ____ no_!_ __ 

yes __ _ no __ _ 
yes ____ no __ _ 
yes ____ no ___ ( 
yes ____ no ___ t 

What other historic theatres were located or are currently located in your area? _cf2.. ____________ _ 

Please check the specific types of information you have about theatres in your area? Please note any 
sources you think would be particularly useful for this project. 

books about specific theatres 

photographs 

newspaper articles 

scrapbooks 

county or town histories 

other, please specify 

Do you have any information on which theatre or vaudeville circuit played in your area? ________________________ (} __________________________________________ _ 
What days and times is your library open to the public? _ 7~---

Can special arrangements be made for the library to be open at other times? 

( ) 
Thank you for your assistance. 



Sept. 26, 1997 
112 West 2nd St 
Montgomery City, MO 63361 

Becky L. Snider 
1008 Sunse Drive 
Columbis, MO 65203 

Dear Becky, 

I am answering your letter of Aug. 31 to Montgomery County Historical Society. 

I am sorry we have little info. Ferguson's New Opera House and Chadwick's Opera 
House were both located on the second floors of buildings which are standing today. We 
have no early stories or pictures about them. 

Library Hall and Jonesburg Opera House we are not familar with. 

Sincerely, 

Marjorie M. Miller 



Historic Missouri Theatres Questionnaire 

New Madrid Historical Museum 

Does your organization have information about the following theatres? 

Grand Opera House 
Majestic 

New Madrid 
Malden 

Is this( these) theatre( s) still in operation? 

Grand Opera House 
Majestic 

New Madrid 
Malden 

If not, does the buiiding(s) where the· cheaa-e was located still exist? 

Grand Opera House 
Majestic 

New Madrid 
Malden 

~ yes __ no __ 
yes __ no __ 

yes __ no __ 
yes __ no __ 

/ yes __ no __ 
yes __ no __ 

What other historic theatres were located or are currently located in your area? 

Please check the specific types of information you have about theatres in your area? Please note any 
sources you think would be particularly useful for this project. 

books about specific theatres 

photographs 

newspaper articles 

scrapbooks 

county or town histories 

other,_ please specify 

Do you have any information on which theatre or vaudeville circuit played in your area? 
ILa..uA . - ua-.· , ef2rL ~ 

Can special arrangements be made for the library to be open at other times? 
Cl~ 

Who is the best person to contact for more information? -------------------

Thank you for your assistance. 
Please return to: Becky Snider 1008 Sunset Dr. Columbia, MO 65203 



The location of the Grand Opera House was at the corner of Virginia 
and Main Street. 

Most of the vaudevilles were traveling and I do not know the names 
of these. 

We have a theatre "The Dixie" that is s t ill being used for live enter
taining by the Dixie Arts players . It is located on the Main Street 
several shows throughout the year . I think this theatre was built in 
the early 1900's. 

I wish I could be of more help. Good luck with your dissertation. 



Historic Missouri Theatres Questionnaire 

Newton County Historical Society 

Does your organization have information about the following theatres? 

Neosho Auditorium and City Hall 
Opera House 
Orpheum Theater 
The New Dreamland Theater 

Is this(these) theatre(s) still in operation? 

Neosho Auditorium and City Hall 
Opera House 
Orpheum Theater 
The New Dreamland Theater 

Neosho yes _ j. __ no __ _ 
yes _.:f__ no __ _ 
yes _ _::t_ no __ _ 
yes __ no __ _ 

Neosho "A yes ____ no __ _ 
~ yes ____ no __ _ 

yes ____ no _'f.,... _ 
yes ____ no __ _ 

If not, does the building(s) where the theatre was located still exist? 

Neosho Auditorium and City Hall Neosho yes _!:-___ no __ _ 
Opera House yes ____ no _ .:i__ 
Orpheum Theater yes ____ no - i---
The New Dreamland Theater yes ____ no _ .A__ 

What other historic theatres were located or are currently located in your area? _§_ ~-~--+-----

Please check the specific types of information you have about theatres in your area? Please note any 
sources you think would be particularly useful for this project. 

books about specific theatres 

_ _L_ photographs 

newspaper articles 

scrapbooks 

__ >Z county or town histories 

other, please specify 

Do you have any information on which theatre or vaudeville circuit played in your area? 
~ 

Wh td d · · l"b h b1· 1 W~- ~ /~:3 -'1-.:B 0 
a ays an times IS your I rary open to t e pu IC. -------------------------------

Can special arrangements be made for the library to be open at other times? 
<9-_k. ~ ~ . . 

Who is the best person to contact for more information? ------------------------------· 

Thank you for your assistance. 
Please return to: Becky Snider 1008 Sunset Dr. Columbia, MO 65203 



MISSOURI OFFICE OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION 
ARCHITECTURAL/HISTORIC INVENTORY SURVEY FORM 

1. NO . 4. "DPT LOCAL NAU(SJ OR DUIGlllAT10N(SJ -
101 - Neosho Municipal Auditorium 2 

~ 
z . COUNTT 

Newton 5. OTHER NAMt:(S) 

3 . LOCATION OF IJeosho Aud.i tori um aR6 City Hall H£GATIV[S 

I . l~Cll"IC L.ECIAL LOCAT'DC II. THUU.TIC CAT!GORT H. HO . OF" STOR~ ? N 

TI7WN9MtJf RA•~--SECTJON --- D . LUDIENT? YES <x > n 

~ lfl" CITT OR TOWN, STRUT ADDRESS 0 
IT. DAT[(SJ OR P!RIOD NO( ) c 

100 bl. Hest Main Street 1936 2 
JO. FOUNDATION MATERIAL .... 
cartl1age stone § ~ 

T. CJTT OR TOWN t!S" RURAL., VICUlflTT 18. STTI.E DR DESIGN en Neosho 1\.rt Deco ··--; :; SI. WAU. C:OnTRUCTJON 
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10. CONTRACTOR OR l\M.DD flat/rolled 
D. NO. OF •ATS • 

ZI. ORIGINAL US[, lff APPARENT FROKT 6 SIDE 
~ Auditorium and City ;1all04c '-'-'o 34. •AU. TRUTMOT z ~ 

r,) ,.. 

IZ. ~ENT USI 
Grrtl1age stone 0 :: 

Au · torium and meeting rCX>Ins {,1 2 

"·p~ SHAPE: rectang. ::;- .... 
0 r-

Zl. OWN[RSHIJf PU8UC( X> JI. CHANGES ADOmON( l 0 

P'"VAT[( l (~ININ :;::i ("'\ 

NO. 4ZJ ALTERED ( ) c:: > 
;i r 

24. OWNER'S NAM[ ANO ADDRESS MO~D( l 
~ 
I-'· 2 

I~ KNOWN n. CONDITION r.- ~ 0 ,.. 
UTM IN'TEtlOR ~ -

9 . COORDINATES ....... ~ 

LAT ~"'°" ~ 0 
LONG ~. OPEN TO PU•uc? YES( X> :a 

311. PRESERVATION TDC ) 

~ g 10. SIT[ ( ) STRUCTURE( ) NO( ) UNDUIWAT? NOCX) 
BUILDING C!{ l 08.IECT ( ) 

Q, ~ 
za. LOCAL CONTACT PDISON OR ORGANIZATION 39. EHDANCiERED? TU( ) " Historic Preservation Coran. 8T WHAT? ()Z 

11. ON NATIONAL YD( l IZ. IS IT Y!S( l "°'X > I-' · > 
R&ISTER? NO <X) IUG18U! rT ::4 NO( ) 27. OTHER SUR VETS IN WMICH INCLUDED ~ 0 ;z 

11 PART Otrr ESTA8. YES ( ) 14. DISTRICT YD( ) 40. VISl•LE FROM TD(Xl ....... ~ 
HIST. DISTRICT 1 No ex> POTENTIAL 7 NO ( ) l'USL,IC ROAD ? NO ( ., Pi -

1--' 

" · NAiii[ OF ESTABLISHED DISTW1CT ... DISTANCE FROM AND 1--' 
FRONTAGE ON ROAD 

4Z . FURTHER DESCIUl'TION 0, llll~ANT FEATURES ~ 
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~ 
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z 
BE > 

E: 

"" PROVIDED wt 

see continuation sheet 

43. HISTORY AND SIGNlfr'ICAllC[ 

- ~ 
~ 
0 • z 
Ill 
:r 
=i 

see continuation sheet -
44. DESCRll'TION 0,. [NY11t<*MUT ANO OUDUIUUNGI lD 

> z 
a 

"' 
see continuation sheet 

45. SOURCES 0,. IN,.ORllATION ~·· Ptt~NMD 8T ~ 

see continuation sheet 
.. 
"" 47. OltaMIUTION '" " .... 
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IU'IUl.&Tt SHHT(I) TO T ... ,O_ PH. 314· 791 • 5365 1/91 
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West Main Street--City Hall and Auditorium 

42. Further Description of Important Features: Two-story 
concrete, six-bay, Art Deco public building completed in 1938. 
The building has a concrete foundation, flat roof of rolled 
roofing and exterior of concrete panels. On the main (N) facade 
are five sets of double doors of single-light glass and wood 
design. Above the doors are large single-light rectangular 
transoms with opaque lights. Above the doors are chevron panels 
and vertical fluted panels. Windows are four-light hopper design. 
In the second story central bay the window openings have 
structural glass blocks. At the roofline is concrete zig-zag 
molding. Located to the east and west of the main section are 
original one-story wings with single-light glass and wood doors 
and four-light hopper windows. Inscribed on the main facade is 
"Neosho Auditorium City Hall". 

43. History and Significance: The building was designed by St. 
Louis architect Neal C. Davis, a native of Newton County, and 
financed by the Work Projects Administration, project #1302DC. 
Edward and Charles Haas donated $15,000 to the project. The 
citizens of Neosho voted bonds of $40,000 and ·the U.S. government 
matched with $40,000. Edward Haas also donated 100 books to the 
library, which was located in the building. The building is a 
good example of an Art Deco public building of the 1930s and is 
included in the proposed Neosho Commercial Historic District. 

44. Description of Environment and Outbuildings: Located one
half block west of the Neosho public square. 

45. Sources of Information: Dedication plaque. "The Gathering 
Place: Neoshoans Remember Auditorium as it was." Neosho Daily 
News. 1 April 1990. 
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MISSOURI OFFICE OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION 
ARCHITECTURAL/HISTORIC INVENTORY SURVEY FORM 

I NO . .. ~OEST LOc.Al. NAl!laCSJ Olt DDICMUTIOIW(SJ -

143 -
Value 0 True I IardHare 

2 . COWITT 
Newton ~ - OTHER NAME CS) 

3 . L.Oc;ATION 0,. 
NE&ATIVP:! 

I . Sl"ECll'IC UCIAJ. LOc;.tTIDN ••• THEMATIC c;.ATEC.OlfT Ztl . NO . OF" ~TOR~ 1 N 

TO'WWJMI~ lt.AllGI: --";CTION D. USDllNT? YES ( l ("\ z 
rrr cm o" TOWW, 'TWU:T ADO«~ 

0 
IT. OATE(SJ Olt P!RIOO NO('{ ) <D c 

122 Fast Spring Street c .1cr1D ~ z 
ca . 1920 JO. FOU•DATK* .. ATIRI~ -0 ~ 

1. CJT'I' OR TOWN IF .. u.~, VICJNITT le . STTU: 0" OESICIN concrete block ::J 
Neosho one-part corrrnercial C&S JI. WALL. CDDTWUCnON 

a. DESCRlll'TI«* OP' LOc.ATIOll 1•. A"CMITECT OR [ ...... 1!111 brick 
SZ. ltOCW TT~ AU MATllll~ 

ZO. CONTllA.CTOll OR 9\&.DO parapet/rolled Ft 
D. NO. OP' •&TS . 

21. o•ua1•AL. ~[. IF A~RINT 
~GllT 3 SIDI 

~ uJ ~ 
~ commercia ~4. •Al.&. TRl.ATllOIT 
l) ,.. 

stucco ~I 50 "' IZ. ~UEJfT USI <D 
,.. 
z 

cormnercial 
"· PL..U 
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122 East Spring Street--Johnston's True Value Hardware 

4T. Further Description of Important Features: One-story brick, 
one-part commercial building constructed ca. 1920. The building 
has a storefront altered ca. 1970 with metal and glass display 
windows and doors. Across the width of the storefront is a ca. 
1980 metal awning. Above the storefront is a transom which has 
been covered with wood panels. The upper facade is composed of 
brick with a stuccoed surface. This facade has recessed brick and 
stucco panels. At the roofline is a stepped parapet. 

43. History and Significance: The building is constructed on the 
site of the 1885 opera house, which was used to show moving 
pictures in the early part of this century. This building 
replaced the opera house on the Sanborn Maps between 1916 and 
1926. The building is located in the proposed Neosho Commercial 
Historic District. 

44. Description of Environment and Outbuildings: Located on the 
north side of the Neosho public square. 

45. Sources of Information: Sanborn Insurance Maps. 
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111-115 West Spring Street 

42~ Further Description of Important Features: Two-story brick, 
two-part commercial building with a pressed metal facade built 

· ca. 1895. The building retains an original storefront at 111 West 
Spring Street with wood bulkhead panels, copper and glass display 
windows, and a recessed entrance with a single light glass and 
wood door. Above the entrance and display windows is a seven 
light transom. The other two storefronts have been altered in 
recent years with various materials such as glass and wood 
display windows and doors and stone veneer. The upper facade 
retains its original pressed metal front and is divided into four 
bays. Each bay contains three rectangular one-over-one sash 
windows. Dividing each window bay are single or paired Ionic 
motif columns resting on floral panels. Above the windows is a 
frieze with rosettes and at the roofline is a bracketed sheet 
metal cornice with modillion blocks and a frieze with round 
floral designs. At the roofline is a stepped parapet over each 
bay. The interior of the #111 section retains an original pressed 
metal ceiling. 

43. History and Significance: This building was constructed ca. 
1895 with a pressed metal facade. On the 1896 Sanborn map, #111 
was a clothing store, #113 a bakery, and #115 was vacant. In 
1902. #111 was vacant, #113 as a restaurant, and #115 was a 
bakery. In 1909, #111 had become an "electric theater", with #113 
and #115 remaining as a restaurant and bakery, respectively, 
through 1916. In 1916, #111 is shown as a pool hall. The 
building is located in the proposed Neosho Commercial Historic 
District. 

44. Description of Environment and Outbuildings: The building is 
located one-half block west of the public square in the 
commercial section of Neosho. 

45. Sources of Information: Sanborn Insurance Maps. 
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204 South Wood Street--Orpheum Theater 

42. Further Description of Important Features: Two-story brick, 
three-bay, two-part commercial building constructed ca. 1916. The 
building's storefront has been altered with ca. 1970 metal panels 
and metal and glass doors. The marquee was either added or 
altered ca. 1970. The upper facade is original and has three bays 
of windows. In the north and south bays are three two-over-two 
rectangular wood sash windows with soldier course lintels and 
header brick sills. The central bay has three windows in a 
Paladian motif with the central window larger than the flanking 
windows. The upper facade has a stuccoed surface and at the 
roofline is a stepped parapet with concrete coping. 

43. History and Significance: G.D. Hall built the theater in 1917 
and called it the New Dreamland theater. The seating capacity was 
700 on the floor, with 150 in the balcony. The first movies shown 
were talkies. The opening movies were "Red Hot Rhythm" with 
Kathryn Crawford singing "My Idea of Heaven", and a Mack Sennett 
comedy. The name was changed to the Orpheum in 1921 and a cooling 
system was installed in 1922. A new sound system was installed in 
1929, after Hugh Gardner purchased the theater. Several theaters 
flourished in Neosho during WWII, but the Orpheum is the only 
theater that remains in Neosho. The building is located in the 
proposed Neosho Commercial Historic District. 

44. Description of Environment and Outbuildings: Located one
half block south of the Neosho public square. 

45. Sources of Information: Sanborn Insurance Maps. Newton County 
Historical Society. Neosho, ~City of Springs, 139. Osbourn, 
Mona. "History of Neosho and Newton County, Missouri, 1942." 
Newton County Historical Museum files. 





Historic Missouri Theatres Questionnaire 

Nodaway County Historical Society 

Does your organization have information about the following theatres? . ri/ 
Empire Theatre Maryville yes ____ no ___ ~ ~ r 
Opera House yes ____ no __ _ cYt\ 
Union Hall yes no fiV '1/ pl 
Grand Opera House Burlington Junction yes ____ no ___ rt- D 
Opera House yes ____ no __ _ 
Union Opera Hall yes ____ no __ _ 
Ware's Opera Hall yes ____ no __ _ 
Frayne and Jeffers' Opera House Hopkins yes ____ no __ _ 

Is this(these) theatre(s) still in operation? 
Empire Theatre Maryville 
Opera House 
Unie!! !!~11 
Grand Opera House 
Opera House 
Union Opera Hall 
Ware's Opera Hall 
Frayne and Jeffers' Opera House 

Burlington Junction 

Hopkins 

yes ____ no --~ 
yes ____ no _ __:::_ 
yes -- --·--· 110 ---~ 
yes ____ no _ ....!:::_ 
yes ____ no _ ..JC_ 
yes ____ no _ _t::._ 

yes ____ no -~-
yes ____ no _...!:::__ 

If not, does the building(s) where the theatre was located still exist? v 
Empire Theatre Maryville yes ____ no __ _ 
Opera House yes ____ no __ _ 
Union Hall yes ____ no __ _ 
Grand Opera House Burlington Junction yes ____ no __ _ 
Opera House yes ____ no __ _ 
Union Opera Hall yes ____ no __ _ 
Ware's Opera Hall yes ____ no __ _ 
Frayne and Jeffers' Opera House Hopkins yes ____ no __ _ 

What otir h\storic thea9"~s wer~ located or are currently located in (tour are?-7 _ _lollL{_!4._ ~~!_ 
£1.nv~--~ 2itfffi!N-_£.J.!!.)!.'>:L.!.J;k·~ -~~~---_B-~_t:..;-~u~---------------

Please check the specific types of information you have about theatres in your area? Please note any 
sources you think would be particularly useful for this project. 

___ books about specific theatres 

---~photographs ==~-i~ ~~ ~===== --~newspaper articles _ ___&-~-----~~--__:_-~--~-------

= ~:::0

:::own histories ==~ ~=~=0~J:7i;_=== 
___ other, please specify /:f. __ kt_ h :/:_~ _(~~~ /j__J~Lt. _ _2_q4~-~ 
Do you have any information on which theatre or vaudeville circuit played in your area? A/ 5.J..J- /h.r Sue...) 

What days and times is your library open to the public? 1~ =-b.!.~_{:_'(_ ___ '4__fq__~!l_~n ~---
Can special arrangements be made for the library to be open at othe~ti e ? yes_::::::. no 

Who is the best person to contact for more information? _"&.....wJ.. ___ _;_f_~_:- S1_r;:;J.!.2L _____ . rJ' f. (J~a ';,i}-7 //(J AJ,~,~ 
bV'f6f' 

Thank qi:L ;r 4s~~~se ~eturn to:;~i~erzet~i~ 
t tr ~/Jly I 



Historic Missouri Theatres Questionnaire 

Historical Society of Oregon County 

Does your organization have information about the following theatres? 

v: Thayer Opera House Thayer yes ____ no __ _ 

Is this(these) theatre(s) still in operation? 

Thayer Opera House Thayer v yes ____ no __ _ 

If not, does the building(s) where the theatre was located still exist? ~ .1Jv 
Thayer Opera House Thayer yes _Y-_ no -4- J""J'~\-"-"'_'-___...~ .. ~-

What other historic theatres were located or are currently located in your area? ----------------

Please check the specific types of information you have about theatres in your area? Please note any 
sources you think would be particularly useful for this project. 

books about specific theatres 

photographs 

newspaper articles 

scrapbooks 

county or town histories 

other, please specify 

Do you have any information on which theatre or vaudeville circuit played in your area? 

Can special arrangements be made for the library to be open at other times? 

Thank you for your assistance. 
Please return to: Becky Snider 1008 Sunset Dr. Columbia, MO 65203 



Historical Society of Oregon Co. 
Preserve 'Yestercfayi 'Enricli 'Tomorrow 

Becky Snider 
1008 Sunset Or. 
Columbia, MO 65203 

Re: Thayer Opera House 

Dear Becky, 

October 6, 1997 

I sincerely wish that I had more information to send to you, 
concerning the Thayer Opera House. Especially, do I wish that I could 
have found all of the newspaper clipping. 

In the 60's, the town fathers of Thayer decided to remove the 
upper structure of the old Opera House. The present ground structure 
houses the offices of City Hall for Thayer. 

Many of the elderly citizens were saddened when this renovation 
took place. In the words of one of .our Senior Citizens: "Along the 
way, Thayer officials lost sight of the importance of historic land 
marks. They re-did the beautiful Opera House into a plain City Hall, 
by removing the upper structure. Before, it could be seen for miles 
around and was famous from Springfield to M~mphis. It's hard to 
understand!" 

Wishing you much pleasure and success while you are working on 
your project. 

s~~~ 
Mildred L. McCorm~~~~ Pres. 
Route 2, Box 3A 
Koshkonong, MO 65692 





Second St.reel 
Back When 

• 

This is a reproduction of a pic
ture post card furnished by Gene 
Blankenship. The picture w a s 
made with camera pointed across 

· Chestnut, north on Second street. 
I 

It is not known what year the pie- - Thuyer News Engr. 
ture was made but there is a Theatre is now located. 
frame building on the corner of The streets were covered with a 
Chestnut and Second where the fairly heavy coating of snow when 

the picture was made. 
Bank of Thayer is now located. 
There are other frame buildings 
on Second street where the Post Mr. and Mrs. Bill , Martin and 
Office is now located. Streets were Mark of Chicago, Ill. ' are visiting 
unpaved and a cow is strolling up 

1 

with his parents, Mr. and Mrs. 
Second. Building on left is Davis Lewis Martin over the Christmas 
store building, in which the Beck holidays. . . 

just u .; ... ..,_ -

started. -...... 
Since the remodeling w~ ber 

several months ago, there has br 
considerable speculation as to 
age of the building, et cetera. 

This week, W.D. (Bill) Thon 
loaned us a copy of the Thayer 
bune, dated · August 7, 1896, wh 
gives the age of the Old Op 
house and some other interes1 
facts. Below we 

1
reprint from 

Tribune of almost 65 years ago
"To The Citizens of Thayer, M(' 

Your city hall is finished. T 
total cost of the building was $6 
73. I received for bu i 1 ding 
house, my first contract price, $5 
00, extra work on building, $113 
total, $5563,50, making · my loss 
the job $471.23 in cash, besides 
time. 

The above does not include 1 
cost of the jail cells nor the loh 
which the buildin'g stands. I 
wish to publicly express my th: 
and appreciation to my bonds1 
Messrs. T.J. Boyd; H.J.F. D 
and W.N. Carr, who have so ki 
assisted me with their supper 
have also received many favors 
much substanti~l aid from the 
gon County Bank. Messrs. W. 
Lelland and A.R. Sitton have 
especially kind, and I take t 
method of thanking them for 
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MISSOURI OFFICE OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION 
ARCHITECTURAL/HISTORIC INVENTORY SURVEY FORM 
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2 . COUNTY 

3. LOCATION OF 
NEGATIVES 

L\ 32 

&. SPECIFIC LEGAL. LOCATIOfr 
TOWNSHIP 44N RAH0€1..illi._ SECTION 12 
IF CITY OR TOWN, STREET AOORESS 

Bonnots Mill, Riverview St. 
7. CITY OR TOWN IF RURAL, VICINITY 

DICKRIEDE STORE 
16. THEMATIC CATEGORY 28. NO . OF STORIES 

17. DATE(S) OR PERIOD 
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Commercial 31. WALL CONSTRUCTION 
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Corn~r · of Riverview Drive 
and Main St. 

unknown .32. ROOF TYPE ANO MATERIAL 
~2-0.;;;:. •C=-O~N-.T;;..R.;...AC.;;..;T_O_R_O_R_B_U_l_LO-E-.ff-------~ flat + p,12_ C) j 
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1--l..LM.l~.L.l.IG"'"'--------------------_.. FRONT SIDE 

21. ORIGINAL USE 1 IF APPARENT 
0d£ 34. WALL ._ ....... ;u.,~..M----------....;;;;.-------------"i 

22. PRESENT USE 

23. OWNERSHIP 

24. OWNER'S NAME ANO ADDRESS 
IF KNOWN 

PUBLIC ( 

PRIVATE( 

36. CHANGES 
(EXPLAIN IN 
NO. 42) 

37. CONDITION 

MOVED( 

,. 
) 

UTM 
INTERIOR _______ _ 

-!Ei---_,;..l:::li~~c=:;.:;:~==:;...~------4 2~. OPEN TO PUBLIC ? YES ( 
' STRUCTURE( NO( x> 

r----------T ______ o_a_J_E_c_T_<_-126. LOCAL CONTACT PERSON OR ORGANIZATION 

IS IT YES ( 
-...--~---............... __ ,_L_•_G_18_L_E_1 __ N_o_c _ _.,. 27. OTHER SURVEYS IN WHICH INCLUDE 0 

14. DISTRICT YES ( 
POTENTIAL 1 HOC 

OF IMPORTANT FEATURES 

I 
43. Hl,,.ORY ANO SIGNIFICANCE 

EXTERIOR 

38. PRESERVATION 
UNDERWAY? 

39. ENDANGERED? 
BY WHAT ? 

fair 

40. ,VISIBLE FROM 
PUBLIC ROAD ? 

41. DISTANCE FROM AND 
FRONTAGE ON ROAD 

5 to 10 feet 

YES ( 

_4_4_._0_E_S_C_R-IP_T_l_O_N __ O_F---EN_V_l_R_O_N_M_E_H_T_A_H_D __ O_U_T_B_U_l_L_D_IN_G_S----~~-----------------------------------------l ; 

-------------r--~ : 
4!S. SOURCES 0, INFORMATION 46 . PREPARED BY -

Gary Kremer 

---=--=--------------------...:...------------------------------~·~ORGANIZATION 
.~ETURN THIS FORM WHEN COMPLETED TO: OFFICE OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION OCHS /MMCOG 

P.O. SOX 176 4a. DATE 149. REVISION 
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:C'OAD"TC' C! .. C'C'Tf~' •I'\ °""''. C'"'DU 
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Historic Context 

Building #24: Meyer-Morfeld Milling Company 
This c. 1890 building represents two important agricultural and commercial establishments in 
Bonno ts Mill. The first was the Bonnots Mill Elevator, started by Alex Verdot, Theodore 
Heinen, and John Ruttgers who formed a business partnership in 1889. At some later time, the 
building housed a co-op for the Missouri Farmers Association where feed was sold. The Meyer
Morfeld Milling Company was begun in 1887. Henry Meyer and Adam Morfeld started 
business in Westphalia in 1878 and moved to Bonnots Mill in 1887. Fred Meyer (a son) 
purchased the Morfeld interest in 1898, and Henry Meyer (another son) bought out his father's 
interest in 1917. The Meyer-Morfeld Milling Company is still in operation as the Backes Feed 
Company, and today oi>erates a feed mixing business in this building. 

Building #25: Dieckriede Store 
This building was constructed c. 1885 as a general store under the proprietorship of Henry 
Dieckriede. A description from around this time mentions a basement where sugar and salt were 
stored, and dry goods and groceries were sold on the first floor. In the rear, farmers could 
purchase harness, shovels, and other items. Shoes and clothing were available on the second 
floor. The building was later used as the Bon-Ton Dance Hall (perhaps a corruption of "bon 
temps", French for "good time"), with a stage on the first floor that was used for community 
theatre. Upstairs contained the local high school, which operated until the 1940s. The building 
is currently operated as the Eynard Cabinet Shop. 

Building #27: Verdot Store 
This building was constructed in 1858 for Felix Bonnot, and housed the original railway ticket 
and express office. It may also have housed the post office about the same time. Around the 
tum of the century, the building was owned by Alex Verdot and contained the business "Alex 
Verdot & Co." which dealt in grain, hardware, farm implements, buggies, wagons, tile, brick, 
fencing and other products. As motorized transport became popular, Alex Verdot was the first 
to handle gasoline and petroleum products in Bonnots Mill. Later, the building was used for 
the "Bonnots Mill Chickery," a chicken hatchery run by Alex Verdot's daughter, Lizzie. This 
establishment sold baby chicks to the farmers and ranchers of Osage and surrounding counties 
until the early 1970s. The building now houses M&M Upholstery. 

Building #28: Voss Saloon 
This building was constructed c. 1890 and operated as the Voss Saloon until 1943, offering 
rooms to rent upstairs. It then became a restaurant, and at some later period housed a barber 
shop. The building is still in use and functions now as a residence. 

Building #31: Dubrouillet's Store; Eynard Store 
This c. 1875 building is thought to be the oldest store in Bonnots Mill. Between the building's 
construction and 1926, it was owned by J.C. Dubrouillet, Henry Sampson, Herman Gove, and 
Henry Oidtmann, successively. August and Gertrude Eynard purchased the store from Henry 
Oidtmann in 1926. The store has been in the Eynard family since then, and is currently owned 
and operated by Mrs. Irene Mertens, the daughter of August and Gertrude Eynard. Located at 
the foot of the steep hill entering the town on Highway A, the building has survived three 
runaway truck crashes in 1973, 1978, and 1983. 
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Historic Missouri Theatres Questionnaire 

Pemiscot County Historical Society ~ 
Does your organization have information about the following theatres?~ JJL 
Fenton Opera House Caruthersville yes -~no __ _ 
Grand Opera House yes ____ no _ _).{_ 
Kennett Opera House Kennett yes ____ no ___ ~~ 49-

ls this(these) theatre(s) still in operation? 

Fenton Opera House 
Grand Opera House 
Kennett Opera House 

Caruthersville 

Kennett 

yes ____ no _L__ 
yes ____ no _2(_ 
yes ____ no ___ ~~ w . 

If not, does the building(s) where the theatre was located still exist? 

Fenton Opera House Caruthersville yes ____ no _p( _ ~~~ 
Grand Opera House yes ____ no --~ ::--,:::.,d ~ 
Kennett Opera House Kennett yes ____ no ___ ~ '/~ 

What other hi~to~c the~t~e~~atJ!d or are cwr..ftntly lo_s;ated in your~ area? c!J__k_~~ -~ 
r~;t(}~ 7~--~~~~~-

. ~~u;:.z;r~~-:-~-~-~~~--:::~~~.-~-
~~z~_p=~- :#+~ ~7?~~~-/.;'{c~~-
~a#c'1iec:k1n-e specific types of W ormation you have about th&tres in your-area'? 'Pfe'%e ~ 

sourcesyouthi~wouldbeparticu~rly~u~s~efu~l~fu~r~t~h~is~~roH·~ec~t~· ~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

books about specific theatres 

photographs 

newspaper articles 

scrapbooks 

county or town histories 

other, please specify 

Do you have any infurmation on which theatre or vaudeville circuit played in your area? 

------~--------------------------------------------------------------------
What days and times is yo~!i3!:..IY,, o~en to the public? -~-~-Y-~~ ~ 
~~LkJ~_Bl__~~du_~ ~~-~---
~rar arr~ made for the library to be open at other times? 

LE1Wf:~1:::fi~~-~~~{;t:-~=~= 
Thank you for your assistance.~ ~ ~ e> ,9'9 z. 
Pleaser~c~=:l=:;t4~~;~ Ap ~ ~tff!!:::~ 0 

?t4d(,?r~v~~~~ ~r~ r 



August 31, 1997 

Pemiscot County Historical Socie.ty 
P.O. Box 604 
Caruthersville, MO 63830 

Dear Pemiscot County Historical Society Representative: 

I am a graduate student in the Environmental Design Department at the University of 
Missouri - Columbia working on a PhD in Historic Preservation. My dissertation focuses 
on historic theatres, halls, and opera houses in outstate Missouri. I am attempting to 
comniJe a database of information about the theatrica] venues which have existed in 
Missouri. I am particularly interested in the theatres and opera houses which still exist 
even if they are no longer functioning as a performance space. Eventually, I hope to 
produce a book about historic theatres in Missouri. 

In your area, I am aware of the following theatres and am interested in any additional 
information about them that you can provide: 

Caruthersville 

Ke~nett 

Fenton Opera House 
Grand Opera House.- '/\..O ~· 
Kennett Opera House ~Cc-. 

However, there may be or have been other theatres, halls, or opera houses in your area 
that I have yet to discover. I would appreciate your help in. locating information about the 
theatres and opera houses in your area. I am enclosing a short questionnaire to help guide 
you to the type of information I am interested in obtaining. 

For your convenience, I have enclosed a self-addressed, stamped envelope for you to 
return the questionnaire to me. In addition, I am enclosing a small donation to your 
organization 

If your organization charges a fee for research inquiries, please advise me of the 
anticipated cost prior to beginning any searches. I can be reached by phone at (573) 443 -
3241 or you may simply send the information to me in the postage-paid enclosed 
envelope. · 

Thank you for your assistance. 

B~erely)~i.c 
BeckyL~"~ 
1008 Su set Drive 
Columbia, MO 65203 

/ ~vr 
~~~JJUut_4~~ 77~~~~ 
~ 
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Historic Missouri Theatres Questionnaire 

Perry County Historical Society 

Does your organization have information about the following theatres? 

Electric 
Mercier Theatre 
Phillips' Opera House 
Ziegler's Opera House 

Perryville yes ____ no __ _ 
yes ____ no __ _ 
yes ____ no __ _ 
yes ____ no __ _ 

Is this(these) theatre(s) still in operation? 

Electric 
Mercier Theatre 
Phillips' Opera House 
Ziegler's Opera House 

Perryville yes ____ no _tt::_ 
yes ____ no _v _ 
yes ____ no _v _ 
yes ____ no _v _ 

If not, does the building(s) where the theatre was located still exist? 

Electric Perryville . yes --~ no __ _ 
Mercier Theatre yes --~- no __ _ 
Phillips' Opera House yes --~ no __ _ 
Ziegler's Opera House yes -~- no __ _ 

What other historic theatres were located or are currently located in your area? ~~~----
~-~~-~-~-~ L--~~-~-~~~~- ic-!J__~!~
~-~-~ ~~ea P---d~~-L-~--~-~ 
Please check the specific types of information you have about theatres in your area? Please note any 
sources you think would be particularly useful for this project. 

books about specific theatres 

photographs 

newspaper articles 

scrapbooks 

-~county or town histories -~~'!!!:..-f!~_(~~-4-J-~ __ _ 
___ other, please specify _____________________________________ _ 

~~ Q__f?J~~~ ~ 
'P~ -~ 1?;2.LJ-/955 ~ ~~ ~-

Do you have any information on which theatre or vaudeville cird1it played in your area? ~ 

------------------------------------------;;;;;=-------~------------

Wh d d · · l'b h b1· 1 td.~ I- r-~1:5 ~ at ays an times is your i rary open to t e pu 1c. <-- 1.___________ --------------
-~~-t1.~~~------------------------------------------------
Can special arrangements be made for the library to be open at other times? 

Who is the best person to contact for more information? ------------------------------· 

Thank you for your assistance. 
Please return to: Becky Snider 1008 Sunset Dr. Columbia, MO 65203 



September 14, 1997 

Becky L. Snider 
1008 Sunset Drive 
Columbia, MO 65203 

Dear Mx. Snider, 

I'm sorry to report that we have little written information 
concerning theatrical activities in Perry County. However, as 
indicated on your survey form,all of the buildings you have 
listed are still here though none of them are used as theatres. 

The building that housed Ziegler's Opera House was built in 1879 
by A.H. and William Cashion. I believe that John Ziegler bought 
the building in the 1890"s. In Perryville when a new business 
house was constructed, the second floor was often called a "hall" 
and used for many different thing such as dances, club meetings, 
lecture halls and as a theatre for local groups to put on a play. 
When another building was built, its' second floor was the new 
hall in town and became the "in" place for these activites. 
John Ziegler had a saloon on the first floor and that was his 
primary business. My impression (no proof) is that Ziegler's 
would rarely been used for a professional theatrical performance. 
I certainly could be wrong. By the way, when the Cashion's owned 
the building, one of the families lived in the second story and 
then it was used as a hall and I think it was sometimes called an 
Opera House. The building now houses the Southeast Missouri 
Planning Commission. The upstairs was divided into several rooms 
many years ago. (Sources: Weekly Perryville Union July 1878 and 
dates before and after) 

The Phillip's Opera House is a different story. It was much 
larger than Zieglers, I am enclosing an article I wrote for our 
quarterly earlier this year and it contains everything I know 
about it. It lasted from 1897 to 1903 when they rented the 
building to a new business which used the theatre part as a hall 
or opera house for a few years but took over the space for 
business purposes later. That business is the Roziers Mercantile 
Co. (Sources: Perry County Sun and Perry County Republican) 

The first home of the Electric Theatre was (I think) an old small 
building that certainly was not built for a movie theatre. I'm 
not sure when the first movie was shown in that building but a 
new building was built beginning in 1913 and they were in it by 
1914. The building is still stnding but hasn't been used as a 
theatre since 1934. It is a fairly small building with the gable 
end toward the street. 

I am sending a copy of a newspaper article that was written at 
the time when the Mercier Theatre closed. It was built in 1934. 



(Sources: Perry County Sun and Perry County Republican September 
and October 1934) 

All of the sources are local newspapers. I don't know of any 
others. You have them close to you at the State Historical 
Society in the University Library building. They are all on 
mi crofilm. 

If you plan to come here, please check with us before you come to 
be sure that there will be someone to let you in our library. 
You are very welcome but I don't believe we have a single thing 
that will help you. If you have any questions either write or 
call me at 573-547-5259 either before 9 a.m. or after 7p.pm. If 
you find anything about the theatres here that we don't have, we 
would be grateful to have that information. 

Good luck on your dissertation. 

d~· R-Y!ldh 
Billie R. Mills 
1301 Kathleen Blvd. L-1 
Perryville,MO 63775 
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~~ 
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the terra cotta pilaster capitals, coping at top of parapet, double soldier 
course brick·work below coping, herring bone pattern brick work over second · 
story windows, and neon lighting of marquis. 
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lOOTH BIRTHDAY 

We are lucky in PenyviIIe. We have at ]east six buildings on the square that are one 
hundred years old and all house active businesses today. There are two on the east side 
of the square, two on the south side, and two on the west side, plus there is the 
possibility that there are others under modern facades but finding the exact age of small 
buildings is a long and difficult process. Maybe one of these days we will discover the 
age of each of the surviving buildings on the square. 

This year, 1997, one of our buildings has reached the centmy mark. It is the front and 
first building that now contains Rozier's Department Store. The building is on the 
northeast corner of St. Marie and Main streets. Unfortunately we don!t have a picture 
of the original building without any additions and we don't have any interior pictures 
showing the upstairs or the opera house. The sto1y of its construction and opening are 
told by items from the local papers, the Sun and the Republican. 

Peny County Sun 
Februa1y 25, 1897 

A $6,000 OPERA HOUSE 
To be Built in Perryville 

Mr. T.L. Phillips this week let the contract for building a $6,000 opera house on bis 
property on the northeast corner of the public square. The building is to be 40 x 65, 
with three business rooms below, one of which will be occupied by the Bank of 
Penyville, and the other two will be for rent for business purposes. The opera house will 
have a high ceiling and be provided with a fine stage, and good seats. It will be 
sufficiently large to seat comfortably 400 people. Work will commence on the building 
in a few days and will be pushed to conip]etion as soon as possible. The structure is to 
be as near fire-proof as it can be made. Chas. A. Kiefner is the contractor, which is a 
guarantee that the work on it will be first-class. Hurrah for Penyville and Tom Phillips. 

\Ve hear that an amateur dramatic company is being organized among the young people 
of Perl)rville. TI1at's light. \Ve are to have a fine opera house, and why not christen it 
by an entertainment of home talent? Push it along, young people. 

March 5, 1897 

The old one-sto1y brick that bas been an eye-sore to the northeast corner of the square 
for many years has been razed to the ground within the past week to make room for the 
new opera house building being erected by Mr. T.L. Phillips. 
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March 12, 1897 

The sound of the saw and hammer, the piles of pressed brick and the number of men at 
work on the two buildings being erected on the northeast corner of the square, makes 
that corner look prosprous (sic) and and business like. 

April 9, 1897 

The brick for the new opera house are all on the ground and work on the walls will soon 
be commenced. 

May 7, 1897 

The spirit of improvement has struck the northeast corner of the square bard. Mr. Louis 
Doerr is having his store house repainted, and renovated, and Mrs. Blechle has had l1er 
building treated likewise. And Billy Blechle, to keep pace with the van has put in one of 
the finest refrigerators in the town and his bar remodeled until you would hardly know 
the place. Will is a hustler. 

May 14, 1897 

The brick layers commenced work on the opera house Tuesday morning. 

June 18, 1897 

Boland & Sons who have the contract for doing the b1ick work on the Seminary annex 
are pushing that work light along this week. They also have the brick work on the 
opera house, but that is about completed. They are hustlers and all good workmen. 

August 27, 1897 

The work on the opera 110use is now completed except hanging the scenery which will be 
done next week. 

September 10, 1897 

THE NEW OPERA HOUSE 

Last Saturday, by the Courtesy of C.E. Kiefner and T.L. Phillips, we were shown 
through the interior of the new opera house, which is now complete and ready for use. 
The stage scenery is in position, seats arranged etc. Three hundred and eighty chairs are 
now in the room, seventy of whi~h are regular folding opera chairs. All are so arranged 
that they can be removed and the hall cleared for a dance or festival purposes. This 
latter aJTangement will be found ve1y useful in a place the size of Perryville. The scenery 
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is perfect in arrangement and of a high order of art. Taking it all in all , we believe that 
our town now has one of the neatest and most convenient opera houses in Southeast 
Missouri. It is not nec.essa1y, for us to say more of the interior, as our friends will soon 
have the opportunity of inspecting it for themselves. Mr. Phillips will open it to the 
public next Thursday night with a grand balJ, and on the 21st the Colson Dramatic Co. 
will formerly (formally?) open it as an opera house. The reputation of Mr. Colson is 
sufficient of itself to dra\v an immense attendance. The room is well ventilated, and will 
seat comfortably 600 people, so no one need stay away for fear of being crowded. Mr. 
Phillips has shown good judgment, we think, in securing so popular a company as Mr. 
Colson's. 

As to the building itself, it is one of the best in town and adds greatly to the appearance 
of the northeast comer of the square. The bank will occupy the first room on the 
comer, and there are two large commodious store rooms on the first floor, \.\1ith cellar 
under the entire building. Charley Kiefner \Vas the contractor, and it goes without saying 
that eve1ything is first-class. The brick walk was laid by Boland & Sons of St. Louis, and 
other work by our local mechanics. Dick Singleton bossed the painting and put the 
finishing touches to the opera room. Such a building has long been needed in Penyville 
and Mr. Phillips for his enterprise should receive a liberal patronage. 

September 10, 1897 

T.L. Phillips received a fine new upright piano Monday for use in the opera house. Felix 
DeLassus also received one the same day. 

September 24, 1897 

A SOCIETY EVENT 

The opening ball at PhiIJip's new opera house last Thursday night was an event that will 
Jong be remembered by the people of Penyville. One could not imagine a more 
enjoyable time. A large and beautiful hall with the finest floor feet ever rested on in 
Penyville, and music by the finest orchestra in Southeast Missouri - namely the Penyville 
Orchestra - all contributed to make the ball the finest and most enjoyable that has ever 
taken place in our city. 

At 9 o'clock p.m. the beautiful stage curtain was raised just as the orchestra began the 
opening grand march, which drifted off into a waltz, and the whirling mass of humanity 
and and fine costumes that followed was a sight for the gods. Even the old married 
people could not resist the temptation, and old citizens that are supposed to be limping 
around with the "rhematics" were out on the floor shaking their feet like professional 
dog dancers. Mr. Phiilips, the proprietor of the hall, and his wife took an active part in 
the dance. 

64 



Waltzes, schottisches, polkas and Quadrilles were kept up incessantly until 2 a.m. when a 
number of the participants, though not tired, remembered that there was a morrow and 
hencefo11h hied themselves to their homes. This seemed to be the signal for a general 
departure and in a few moments the hall was empty. However, the crowd did not leave 
until they had sang several old familiar songs that were joined in by eve1y one in the hall 
and were accompanied by Mrs. Phillips on the new, elegant and sweet-toned piano. 

All who attended the dance feel ve1y grateful to Mr. Phillips's for his hospitality and will 
long remember the event as one of the most enjoyable occasions of their life. 

The opening night of the Colson Dramatic Co., at Phillips Opera House was quite a 
success, and the house was well filled. The four-act comedy drama Uncle Dan'l was put 
on for the opening and elicited considerable applause from the audience. Song and 
dance specialities were introduced by Messrs Richards and Lawrence, and they are both 
good in their line. Miss Ada Roberts also entertained the audience by the rendition of 
fine vocal solos. She has a ve1y sweet and flute-like voice. Mr. Colson appeared in the 
character of Uncle Dan!] and he still possesses the ability to make the audience laugh at 
his will. Mrs. Colson is as good as ever, and in the character of Clip commanded 
considerable attention. 

September 8, 1897 

The Bank of Perryville was moved from its old stand to the opera house building last 
week. l11e moving of the safe was quite an unde11aking and occupied the greater part of 
a whole day. The new bank building is a thing of beauty and must be seen to be 
appreciated. 

Peny County Republican 

February 18, 1898 

Leopold Grabowski who fonnerly conducted a clothing store in our city has rented a 
store room from Thom. L Phillips in the Opera House Block and will sho11ly open for 
business. 

April 28, 1898 

Thom. Phillips has had an awning of corrugated iron placed on the Opera House. 

65 



May 26, 1898· 

Chas. Ehrengart & Co. the big cash buyers will move June 1st to Opera House Block. 
Cash for everything. T.E. Brown, Mgr. 

With this move the Opera House was fuJJ, at least for a while. Although Thomas L. 
PhiIIips has been part of the Bank of Pe.nyville since its' beginning, the Opera House 
part of the building seems to be tbe way people of that time identified it. Phillips built 
another building in the middle of the north side of the square for the bank and it moved 
there in 1903 and stayed until the early 1970's. Also in 1903, Litsch & KiJiian and John 
Kiefner occupied the downstairs part of the Opera House while their building on the 
no11h side of the square \Vas being remodeled to become the first Union Store. In 
August 1903, a new store that was to become an institution in Penyville, the Roziers 
Mercantile Co., moved in and stayed. 

This building is the second one built by Thomas L. Pbiliips to sUJvive. On the southwest 
corner of St. Marie and Jackson street, the building occupied by K & L Spo11s Locker 
and Zahner & Associates, Inc. was built in 1885. In a way, the north side of the square 
is bracketed by the work of Thomas L. Phillips. 

CROSSTO\VN HELP! 

If you have already purchased the Menfro book and have enjoyed reading it, maybe you 
can help with my ne:Kt project. Do you ~rnve anything pe1iaining to Crosstown, Mo., or 
surrounding areas such as Red Rock Landing? Photographs, letters, advertisements, 
church, weddings, funerals, school, home, stores, picnics, family pictures or stories! wil1 
all be helpful. I am very interested in talking with you. All photographs will be copied 
by me in your presence. Please write Trish Moldenhauer Erzfeld, #6 Lakeside Drive, 
Perryvi11e, MO 63775 or ca]] 573-547-1906. I am also researching Point Rest, MO. 
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THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 11, 1986 

THEATRE CLOSES 
Mike Brewer. manager of 

Mercier Theatre for the past 
2V2 years, stands outside the 
facility that has served the 
community well for 52 years . 

(USPS - 358880) 35C Per Copy PERRYVILLE, 

The closing of the theatre is 
the end of an era in Per
ry vi 11 e. Modern day 
lifestyles have contributed to 
the closing, operators say. 

The last showing will be 
tonight, Sept. 11 . 

1staff photo by Retty Vallt> lrt'gg 1 

Theatre closin~ 

( 
I 



'Ibeatre closing 
si~als end of era _. 

It is time for the last picture show 
in Pen·yville. 

Mercier Theater, operated by 
Kerasotes Theaters , a large 
midwestern chain since 1975, will 
close its doors after tonight's show
ing of "One Crazy Night" and 
"Flight of the Navigator." 

The Mercier has been a fixture in 
the local community since its incep
tion in 19:34. The local silver screen 
has rarely been dark. But times 
have changed too much for the in
dustry to operate in this small town. 
said company officials. Mike 
Brewer, who has managed the Mer
cier for the past 2112 years , will be 
moving to Dexter to manage the 
theater there, which is also owned 
by Kerasotes . Mike said he was 
"somewhat surprised" last week to 
receive the call notifying him that 
the local theater was closing. 

"But a smaller town. it 's just hard 
to compete ," Brewer said . " Movie 
going is just not a big thing in Per
ryville ." 

Brewer said the trend toward 
videotape movie rentals for home 
viewing has been a big factor in the 
demise of the local theater. 
however, he feels the theater still 
has a place in the culture of this 
area. 

"Homes have kitchens, but people 
still like to eat out, " he said . 

John Miller, advertising director 
for Kerasotes , said the company 
tried for some time to keep the 
theater open. 

"It 's just not been doing very 
well," he said. "We have tried a 
nwnber of marketing strategies and 
tried to get people to go to the show, 
but it's just not working out. We 
worked at it for a long time." 

Miller noted how the price of 
movie-going has been reduced to 99 
cents in hope of attracting crowds. 

"But the size of the community 
has a lot to do with it," Miller said. 
"Communities of Perryville's size 

j115t have a hard time supporting a 
theater. I'm real sorry to see it 
close, but you just can't hang on 
forever." 

The demise of the local theatre 
signals the end of an era that has 
been fully experienced by one local 

• man, Kelly Fulton of 712 West North. 
Kelly was born in Patton some 7 4 
years ago and his family moved to 
Perryville in 1925 when he was 13. 

The young lad took a job working 
for the late A.C. Mercier at the old 
"Electric Theatre" located in the 
present Willowgreen Studio building 
on the south side of the square. 
Fulton ran the projector part time 
and was a janitor and cashier part 
time. In those days still movies were 
the rule, giving him the added job of 
running the player piano. 

Stage shows were popular in those 
days as well. 

' 'One time we had a cowboy music 
show - cowboys from the 101 Ranch 
in Texas. And we were on the 
Lyceum circuit. Every few months 
they would put on a stage show, a 
play, and we would have reserved 
seats. We would have to chalk-mark 
all the rows of seats." 

The movies drew big crowds in 
early days, despite the condition of 
the theater . There was no air condi
tioning, only some electric fans on 
the ~ide walls. For heating, there 
was a couple of coal furnaces , one 
under the stage and another under 
the auditorium. 

But Mercier provided the remedy 
for the crude situation in 1934 when 
he built the Mercier Theater now 
standing. Fulton recalls the move 
was made after the show one night 
without interrupting a single night's 
showing. 

"I worked all night with some boys 
helping me and we had it set up the 
middle of the afternoon the next day. 
It was ready for the big opening." 

Fulton recalls the new building 
was very ornate. 

"It was the nicest theater behve en 
St. Louis and Memphis. Our screen 
was on the back of the stage. We had 
velour drapes, velour opening and 
closing curtains and colored lights. 
We had big beams across the ceiling 
and big chandeliers with colored 
lights in them. At Christmas time, I 
would change all the bulbs to red and 
green. It was really an ornate 
place." · · · · 

Fulton continued operating the 
theater for the Merciers, A.C. and 
son Val, taking a leave only to serve 
in World War II. Since that time. the 
theatre has been remodeled several 
times, so much that its original 
design is no longer evident. 

The first change was bringing the 
ticket box inside, th~n the wide
screen was added. The chandeliers 
had to be taken down because the 
projector.lights would hit them. 

The next remodelling included 
lowering the ceiling to provide bet
ter accoustics. 

In 1975 Mercier sold both the in
door theater and the Hilltop Drive-In 
to Kerasotes. He had purchased the 
Hilltop shortly after it was built in 
the 40s by the Donze brothers . 

Kerasotes conyei:ted the Mercier 
into a twin theatet in 1982 and again 
extensively remodeled the interior . 
Since then two sb.i>ws have been of
fered nightly at.the. local theater. l 

But more didn ,.fnecessarily mean 
better. . 

1 

Attenda.nce · fell off as 
videocassette recorders became 
popular arrd .. -: the home videotape 
market b~d. Today some 
movies are a~11able on cassette 
less than a year after their run in the I 

theaters. With fewer films and more~' 
studios striving for thf 
"blockbusters" small town theater 
often have the more popular filrr 
months after they have opened int 
metropolitan areas. 

In essence ~viewing habit'1, . 

(Co~to Page A-5) .... 

ont. from Front Page) 

Jstomers have changed and the 
losing of the small-town theaters is 
r very visible indication of that 
2hange. 

but whether or not the building is 
sold. the last picture show will 
tonight. 

· Ads for the sale of the local theater 
h~ve been running for some time. 

And going to the "show" on Satur
day nights. the scent of popcorn and 
jujubes in air. will be thing of the 
past. 
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6 . SPECIFIC L(GAL LOCATION 16. THEMATIC CATEGORY 28. NO . OF STORIES 7 
TOWNSHIP RANGE SECTION ---111-------------------e 29. BASEMENT? TES ( X 
IF CITY OR TOWN 1 STREET AOORES3 17. OATE(S) OR PERIOO ful 1 HO ( 

4th and Ohio . northeast cor r 1927 30. FOUNDATlON MATERIAL. 

7. Cl TY OR TOWN lF RVAAL, VICJNITY 18. STYL£ OR DESJGN concrete 
Sedalaia · 31. WALL. CONSTRUCTION 

-----------------------..-•• -.-AR_CHIT __ £_CT ___ O_R_E_HG_IH££---R----------- brick 
19. DESCRIPTION C?F LOCATION lt------------

Smith & Martin, ist add. 
South 72!' of Lots 11, 12 
Block 6 

32. ROOf' TYPE AHO MATERIAL. 
---2-0-. -,-ON_T_R_A_CT_O_R_O_R_BU_l_L_OE_R_________ f 1 a t-c ompos it ion 

33. NO. OF SAYS 

-------------------------. FRONT SIDE 
21. OR~GINAL USE, IF APPARENT 

34. WALL TREATMENT 

-------------------------------- plaster 
22. PRESENT USE 

Hotel 
·Z'3. 0Wf<£RSHIP PUBJ..IC. ( 

24 • . O"/NER•s NAME AND ADDRESS 
IF KNOWN 

PRUfATE( X} 

35. PLAN SHAPE 

36. CHANGES 
(EXPLAIN IN 
NO. 42) 

37. CONDITION 

AODmON( 

.ALTERED ( X 

MOVED( 

9 . COORDINATES UTM 
Bill Bilyeu 

4th and Ohio 
INT!:RIOR __ f_a_i_r __ _ 

EXTERtOR fair LAT 

__ L_o_N_G-------------------11 25. OP£N TO PUBLIC? YES ( X} 38. PRESF.RVATION YES ( 
NO ( }'. UNDERWAY ? HO ( } 

10. SITE( ) STRUCTURE( . >..---------~------------..__--------tt-----------------
BU1t.D1NG ( X) OS"JECT ( 'i ~n. LOCAL . c:otnACT' ~ON OR ORG"AHIZATION ·39, ENDANGERED? YES ( 

-11.--0-H_N_A_Tl_O_N_A_~--~YES--(--)~l-~-,-S-IT _____ Y_ES--(---tl).._ ______ s_h_o_w_-_M_e __ R_P_C__________ BY ~HAT? HO( ~ 

- -R-EG_1s_T_E_R_1 ____ N_o_c __ x ____ > +---E_L_•G_ia_LE_?_N_o_c_x__.,.> 27. OTHER ' StJRVEYS IN WHICH ' INC-l:-UDED .. -----

13. PART ~ ESTAB. YES ( ) l4. DISTRICT YES ( ).-
HIST. Of STRICT? HO { X) :POTENTIAL 1 HO (X" None 

I ~. NAME OF ESTABLISHED DISTRICT Al. 

42. FURTHER DESCRIPTION Of' IMPORTANT FEATURES 

This hotel has about 91 rooms. It has decorative cornico 
designsat the top. It is t}le tallest building in Sedali • 
It was completed in June of 1927 · and the cost was about 
$410,000. 

4 3 . HISTORY AHO SIGNIFICANCE 

In 1876 W.H. Dakin had the Palace Drug Store at ·this location. 
building that was here was changed from a two story to a three story between 
1883 and 1888. It housed various businesses all through the years ~ including 
the Iris Theater and the Palace Theater. It went by various bQilding names 
being known as the Ferguson Building in 1906 and it was known as the. Imhause~ 
Building py 1920. The current building was completed in 1927. A good d.escr 
tion of Mr. Bothwell's business transaction is given in the book "The First 
One Hundred Years, 1860-1960 ." 

44. 0£5CRIPTION OF [.HVIROHNEHT AHO OUTBUtLDIN~~ 

A parking lot is located to the rear (east) of the building. The courthouse 
square is located across the street to the south of this building. 

4~. - SOURC:[S 01' INl'ORMATION 

Sedalia· Sanborn Maps 
Sedalia City Directories 

Giokaris, James D., The Theaters of Sedalia 
The First One Hundred Years 

4C. PREPARED IY 

47 •. OAC9AHIZATIOH 

SW-AS-036-059



Fo. # j;;J.7 
Pa1:;~ 2 
Bothwell Hotel 
Show-Me RPC 



w•· ·- '-'v- -· •• • • ' "-JI • '-" • a a '-' 1 au .. ..: LI YJ-\1 IUI 
1RCHITECTURAL/HISTJ1RIC INVENTORY SURVEY FORM 

. HO. 4. PRESENT LOCAL NAME(S) OR DESIGNATION(S) 

Fox Theater 
:. COUNTY 

Pettis :). OTHER NAME(S) 

------------------------~ I. LOCATION OF 
NEGATIVES Show-Me RPC 

i. SPECIFIC LEGAL LOCATIOH 16. THEMATIC CATEGORY 28. NO. OF 5TORIES 

TOWNSHIP RANGE __ SECTION --- 5----------------------129. BASEMENT? 
IF CITY OR TOWN, STREET ADDRESS 17. OATE(S) OR PERIOO .l . 

YES ( X 
NO( 

104-106 E. Fifth 1940· __ 30 ___ F_OU __ N_OA-T-~-N---M-AT_E_R_IAl..----

-------------------------------------1-----------------------------------1 concrete r. GJTY OR TOWN gr ~AAL , VICJNITY 18. STYLE OR DESIGN 
s edal ia 31. WALL CONSTRUCTION ___ ..:_ _____________________________ 1-•• -.--A-~-CH-rT __ ECT ____ O-A---ENG--~---R--------------t brick 

1. DESCRIPTION OF LOc:ATION .._!2._R_C>Of' __ TY __ P_E __ AH_D_MA_T_£_R_IAL_ 

Smith & Mart in, 1st add it i on11-
2
-
0
-. -,o-N_T_R_A_CT_o_R __ o_R_e_u_1L_o_E_R________ f 1 at-com os it ion 

Lot 2 33. No. oF BAYS 

Bl Ock 22 FRONT SIDE 21. ORIGINAL USE, IF APPARENT 

Grocery 34. wAU. TREATMENT ------------=----------------------t1 plaster 
22. PRESENT USE 

Movie Theater 
·e. OWNERSHIP 

24. 'OWNER'S NAME AHO ADDRESS 
IF KNOWN 

PUB.UC( 

PRUIATE( X} 

-----------------------------------1Commonwealth/Ghosen Theater 
9. COORDINATES UTll 104-106 E. 5th 

LAT 

36. CHANGES 
(EXPLAIN IN 
NO. 42) 

AOOITION( 

ALTERED( 

MOVED( 

37. CONDITION fair 
l~RIOR-1-a-1-r---

EXTERfOR 

LONG 25. OP£N TO PUBLIC ? YES ( X), 38. PRESF.RVATION YES ( 
1-o-.---~-------SrT __ £_(---,-------ST--R_UCT_U_R£ __ (~. }1 _____ .._ _________________________ NO __ <__.:r...,_ ___ UH_o_e_RW __ ~_~_? _______ HO __ ~<x_ 

8UIC.D1NG ( X) 08".JE'CT ( 'i :a. ·LOCAL c::otrMCr" '-PERSON 'OR ~IZATlCW '39. EHOAHGERED? 'TES ( 

11. ON NATIONAL 
REGISTER? 

Show-Me RPC BY 'WHAT? NO <x YES ( ) 12. IS IT YES( ) 1---------....;;.;;,.;_.:.;.:::....;;. __________________ • 

NO ( ELIGIBLE? NO ( X) 27. OTHER SURVEYS IN WHICH INCl.UDED 

13. PART OF ESTAB. 
HIST. DtSTRlc;T? 

YES ( 
NO ( 

14 •. DISTRICT YES ( ) 
· POTENTlAL? NO(Xi 

1!5. NAME OF ESTABLISHED DISTRICT 

42. FURTHER OESCRIPTION Off IMPORTANT FEATURES . 

None 

This has an aluminum front covering most of the north faca 
Typical central entranceway with side· advertisements is 
on this building; 

43. l'.f ISTORY AND SIGNlflCAHCE 

.4'0. Vl51BLE FROM 
"PU8lrt: ROAD ? 

YES(X 

The Fox Theater which is here opened in September of 1940. It seated over 
900 when it opened al!dit cost $75,000 to build it. It has a balcony area. 
Before the theater was here this was the site of J.N. Dabby's Grocery in 1888 
and it was a three story building. After this i± was a furniture store for 
many years. The third story was sometimes used as a dance hall • 

..W. DUCRIPTION OF VCVIRONME.NT AHD OUTBUILOfN~ 

One story buildings are east of this building. This building is on the south 
side of E. Fifth St. 

4'~. SOURC[S 01' INP'ORMATION 
Sedalia Sanborn Maps 

Sedalia City Directories 

4C. PREPAMO IY 

Tom Christo her 
47~ ORGANIZATION 

Show-Me RPC 

SW-AS-036-060
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; ~ li Form #~ 741 
· :·;Page 2 

Fox Theater 
Show-Me RPC 



11~'-''-'V•al """' ... - -
RCHITECTURAL/HISTPRIC INVENTORY SURVEY FORM 

...................................................................... ~ 

Vacant Theater 
HO . ~15' · 

4 . PRESENT LOCAL NAME(S) OR OESIGNATION(S) 

Pettis '· OTHER NAME(S) ------------------------; • LOCATION OF C 
NEGATIVES Show-Me RP 

• SPECIFIC LEGAL LOCATION 16. THEMATIC CATEGORY 

TOWNSHIP RANGE_ SECTION --- .. -----------------.. 29. BAS~MENT? YES ( X) 

NO( ) IF CITY OR TOWN 1 STREET ADDRESS 17. OATE(S) OR PERIOO ! 10 5-111 w • Fifth 19 20 ___ 30 ___ F_OU_N __ O __ A_T_IO_N_M_A_T_£R_l_AJ. __ __ 

_ a_TY_..oR_J_OW.lt ____ ll'_RU __ A_A_L_,_V_t_GJ_N--ITY~-----.r-1-:"8-. "":STYU~:-:"""":OR~":"'DE:-Sl:-G":"'N-:------------. concrete 
. ~ e al. ia 31. WALL CONSTRUCTION 

-------------------------------.r-:---:-:-=-::-:_..:-::----:-::-:~~:-:-------------i brick 
R PTION OF 0 TON 19. A"CHfT&;,."'' . OR ENGl#UR DESC 1 · L CA I .,_32.-R-~--TY-P_!_AH_D_MA_T_£R_IAL ___ 

Smith & Martin, 1st addition.,_2_0 __ -c-0N_T_R_A_CT_o_R_o_R_e_u_1L_o_E_R ________ flat-com osition 
Lot 3 33. No. oF BAYS 

30 ' east side o"f Lot 2 21. ORIGINAL USE, IF APPARENT FROHT SID!: 

Block 21 Thea 34. wAU.. TREATMENT 

22. PRE5EHT USE pane 1 
stora e 3,. PLA 

COORDINATES 

LAT 

UTM 

·!'3. OWME:RSHIP PUS.UC( 

PRUIATE( X) 

24 • . OWNER·s NAME AND ADO Ras 
If' KNOWN 

Beatrice Foods 
111 W. Fifth 

36. ~ANGES 
(EXPLAIN IN 
NO. 42) 

AOomON( 

ALTERED (X) 

MOVED( ) 

37. CONDITION fair 
INTERIOR __ -.--___ _ 

fair 
EXTERtOR 

LONG 25. OP£N TO PUBLIC ? 38. PR£SF.RVATIOH YES ( ) ---...;._----------====;--:-11 UNDERWAY? ( X) SITE ( ) STRUGT~RE( . }.,_ _______________ ...;.a.,... __________ HO __ ... 

8Utt.OING ( ·x> 08".J£CT ( 'i :28. ·LOCAL COfl'MCT" 'P!RSON 'OR YES ( X l. 

II. ON NATIONAL YES ( ) 12. 15 IT YES ( x) ___ ...;;;;;S~h;.,;:o~w~--M~....w~----------- HO(" ) 
REGISTER ? NO ( X) !:LIGIBLE? NO ( ) 27. OTHER SU"VEYS IN WHICH INCLUDED 

as. PART OF £STAB. YES < > ••· .01sTR1CT YES (X ): None 
HIST. DISTRICT ? NO ( X ) . POTENTIAL 7 NO ( j 

OF ESTAlli:-lSHEO DISTRICT 

42. f'URTHER ~SCRIPTION Of' IMPORTANT FEATURES 

This old theater building has a ·unique architectural style 
Pedimented windows on the second story are on each end of 
the north facade. · These windwos ~lso_ have simulated balco 
Five arched windows with pilasters between them extend acr 
the front of the second story. Decorative discs are above 
of these windows. The building is for sale and would make 

The New Lona Theater was located here in 1920. Before this it had been a 
livery stable for many years being run by many different owners. It was calle 
the Fifth St. Stables for many years. It seated 1000 and it was entered throu 
a beautifully decorated lobby that was entered through the Hoffman Building on 
Ohio St. They showed silent films but later it became the Liberty Theater and 
the first "talkie" was shown here in 1928. 

O~SCR1PTION C1' VCVIROHMEHT AHD OUTBUILDINCiS 

A vacant lot is west of this building and a two story building is to the east. , 

4:5. SOURC~S Of' IN,.ORMATION Sedalia Sanborn Maps 

Sedalia City Directories 

4C. PREPAR£0 IY 
Tom Christopher 

47~ ORGANIZATION 

Show-Me RPC 

SW-AS-036-061
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AR CHITE CT URAL /H1STORIC l NVEN T ORY SURVEY FORM 

I. NO. 

117 
2. COUNTY 

Pettis 

3 . LOCATION OF 
NEGATIVES Show-Me RPC · 

4 . PRESENT LOCAL NAME(S) OR OESIGNATION(S) 

Hudson Jewelry/Uptown Theater/C~P.A. 

6 . SPECIFIC LEGAL LOCATION 16. THEMATIC CATEGORY 28. NO. OF STORIES 

TOWNSHIP RANGE __ SECTION --- .._------------------e 29. BASEMENT? 
IF CITY OR TOWN, STREET ADDRESS 17. DATE(S) OR PERIOO full 

2 
TES { Y) · 

NO ( ) . 

22 7 S • Ohio .--3o ___ F_ou_N_D-AT-JON--.,-A-T-ER_1_AL. __ _ 

--------------------------------------.. concrete 
7. CITY OR TOWN ur RVRAL, VICINITY 18. STYlL OR· DESIGN 

-- , · . Sedalia· · Art dee o 31. w•u.· coNsTRucnoN ---------------------------..--------------------------------11 brick 19. ARCHfTCCT . OR £H61flfUR. I. DESCRIPTION ~F LOc.ATION 

Original Plat 

32. ROOf' ·yy,-E AHO lil.AT~RIAL. 
._2_0-. -,-oN_T_R_A_CT_oR--oR--eu-1-LD_E_R_________ · f 1 at-composition 

33. NO. OF BAYS Begin 48' north of 3rd St. 
46' across south end of 
Lots IO, 11, 12 

----------------------. FRONT SIDE 21. ORIGINAL. USE, IF APPARENT 

34. W.AU. TREATMENT 

Block 46 
11-22-.-P-RES_EH_T_U_S_E_____________ plaster 

jewelry /accounting 35. PLAN SHAPErec 

9 . COOROIHATES 

L.AT 

UTM 

·%3. OWNERSHIP 

24. ·owNER•s NAME AND ADDRESS 
IF KNOWN 

PU&.IC( 

PRUIATE( 

Jack & Mercedes Ghosen 
227 S. Ohio 

36. ~ANGES ADDITION ( ) 

(EXPLAIN IN ALTERED ( J( ) 
NO.. 4Z) 

MOVED( °) 

37. CONDITION 
IN1'£RIOR __ f_a_1_· r __ _ 

fair 
EXTERtOR 

LONG - ~- OPEN TO PUBLIC? YES ( ~} 38. PRESF.RVATION YES ( 
-----------------,-}, NO( )'. UNDERWAY? NO()<. : 
10. SrTE ( STRUCTURE . 11-------------------tt-------------

BUtt.DtNG ( OErJECT( j. "26. LOCAL ~·~ow .OR ORGMltZATIOfl ·39_ ENOAH6EREt>? YES('I(.) 
· -11.-0-N_N_A_n_o_N_A_L __ YES_< ....... --.-1_2._•s--,T--Y-E_s_c_>, Show- e RPC BY "WHAT ? "° c > 

REGISTER? HO ( ELJGISLE? NO( 27. OTHER SURVEYS IN WHICH . INCl.UDED need repairs ----------------t----------..,. 1 
14 •. DISTRICT YES ( ~ 

. POTENTIAL? NO ( Xi 
13. f"ART OF ESTAB. YES ( 

HIST. OCSTRICT? HO ( None 
40. VISIBLE FROM 

· PUBLIC ROAD ? 

1!5. NAME OF ESTA~JSHEt> DISTRICT • .41. OtSTAHCE FROM AND 
FRONTAGE OH ROAD 

42. FURTHER DESCRIPTION Otr IMPORTANT f'EATURES 

This is an art deco type theater and a good example with 
central booth. It has been stuccoed . over on ·a large part 
some decorati.on appears near· the. top.. The jewelry store 
occupies the northern third and a CPA occupies the southe 
third. 

43. HISTORY AHO SIGNIF1CAHC£ 

YES ( )() 

NO ( 

In 1876 J.M. Kulmer Boots and Shoes was here. tn 1879 The Boston 999 Store 
was at this locatio~ and after this a very large variety of businesses ·moved 
in and out of the building. By 1908 The Electric Theater was here being 
operated by John Hicks by 1911. The Uptown Theater was opened in th~ summer ; 
of 1936 and was Sedalia's first a ir conditioned theater. It cost $50,000 to 
construct, and had 800 seats and a balcony. It had a RCA Victor sound system . 

44. DESCRIPTION OF tNVlROHMEHT AHO OUTBUILOtNC.3 

This building is on the east side of the street . 

•:s. souRcu o,. •Nl"ORliUTtoN Sedalia Sanborn Maps 
Sedalia City Directories 

Giokaris, James D., Theaters of Sedalia, 1976 

48. PREPARt:D IY 
Tom Christopher 
47~ ORCiAHIZATION 

Show-Me RPC 
48. OAT[ 49. REVISIOH OAT((S ) 
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MJSSOURJ OFFICE OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION 
ARCHITECTURAL/HISTORIC INVENTORY SURVEY FOR~MONTE TOWNSHIP (LAMONTE) 

i. ~o . 89 4 . P"0£HT LOC.U. NAM!CSl OR OESIGNATION(Sl 

145. TMEMATlC C..lTE.:iORY 

___ H_i_.s.._t...,o.._r_i_,c...._.a.._r_.c._h_i_t....,e_c_.t .... u_r_,a.._l..._ ___ --t Z9. 8.A.SDIEHT? Yu < , 

IT. OAT!(S) OR P!RIOO NO ( X) 
ca. 1914 30. FOVNOATION .. AT[RIAA.. 

& . SPf;CIFlC ~ia~. L.OC..lTlOH 
TOW,..SHIP 4M RANGE 2..31'.L stCTIOJlf 15 
"' CITY OR ,.OWN' STR!~T AOOAas 

West Pine Street 
C1 
I 
c--------------------------------+--------------------------------1 Concrete 1. CJTY OR TOWN "' ~URAL.' VICINITY I" STY\.! ROR OfSl~N ,__ ________________ _. .v 

LaMonte breeK ev1va I 31. w•u. corcsTRuc:TioN 
---~--------------------------1-.-a.--AR-~--~,T-w-_.---0--.-~u-G-IN_w_!_R ___________ -1 Brick 
S. OESC:RIPTION OF L.Oc..lTtON • .,. _, '""-' ,.. """" "' 

Part of NE~ of NE~ 
of Section 15 

(West end of Pine Street 
south of an imaginary exten
sion of Oak Street) 

9 . COOROIHA'TJ;! UTM 

UT 

Und. 32. ROOfl' TYP! AHO 1U T!RIAL. 
1-2-o.-c-o_H_T_R_ACT __ o_R __ o_A_a_u_1U) __ £R ______________ Gable; metal 

Und. 33. No. oF aAn ------------------------------1 FRONT SIC£ ZI. ORIGINAL. us~. I,. AP9ARENT 

Cit ha 11 l•. •AU. nun.EMT 
1-22-.-,. .... a--EH_T.;._u-,-,----------------11 Common bond 

Horse stable 
23. OWNERSHIP PUBLIC ( 

,...,VAT~( 

24. OWNER'' lifAW! ANO AOORE!.5 

John Zullig 37. CONDITION 
IHl'ERtOR ______ _ 

anRtO" Fair 

__ L_O_N_G-----------------------1 2'. °"N TO ?UBI.IC? Y[S{ ) 38. ~ATION ~ ( ) 
NO ( ) UHO.!"°*AY ? l'tO ( ) 10. SIT! ( ) 

STRUc:T\JR[( l1----------------------...._-+----------------t !UILCING ( OBJECT ( ) ZS. 1.0C..lL. CONTACT i>EtSON OR ORGANIZATI~ 39. !HOAliCG~tD? YU ( X ) 
-1 1.-0-,..-~-A-TI_o_N_A_L. ___ Y_!.S_< ..... ._1z. __ 1_s __ 1,.----Y-!-,-<-->: ____ S_h_o_w_-_M_e_R_P_C _____________ ___,. Co ~ti ~~A;J deter i ~hf n 
--"-!G-•Si_m_1 

_____ lf0.....,.( .....,1....,.._c_u_G_l~--~--H_o_c __ ~ 27. OTH!R SU RY!"Y! IH WHICH INCl.UCEO 

13.. PART C# ans. YO ( ) 14. 01sn1c-r YO ( 
MiST. OISTRICT '.' l'fO ( X ) ;:toOTUfnAI.. 1 HO ( None 

' ' · :-t.AM! O~ [!TJ.8USHC> OISTRIC"l" 

N/A 

42 . nJAT'HVt O~SCJltlPTlON 01' IMPORTANT nATUR!! 

The pilastered main facade of this false-fronted build i ng is domin 
ated by an ornamental metal-trimmed pediment above the segmentally 
arched entrance. The three main facade arc~s contain keystones. 
The entrance originally included a fanlight. Behind the false 
front, the roof is gabled. The building has been converted into 
a stable and shows considerable deterioration. On .the north side 

•l . ...,STORY .AHO SICJH1'1C.UU ugs 1 

40. VISllL!: ~OM 
' 111\JBl.lC ~AD ? 

-41. OISTANG! ~OM ~HO 
FRONTAGE ON ROAO 

Built in ca. 1914, this interesting building served as the LaMonte City 
during construction of the LaMonte high school, provided classroom space (in ca. 
1919). With its Greek Revival front, this is a rather unique building in Pettis 

YO ( X. l 
~( ) 

County. Originally, it contained a stage and was the site of movies, plays, and high 
school graduations until its conversion into a stable for show horses in the 1930s. It 
also has been used as a roller skating rink . After the building was sold by the city, it 
was used by Scott and Jim Higgins who raised and trained show horses, as a stable. A rea 
add i tion c than ai · has been used as a w rk .. 

·~ - OOc:.Rl~~ON _o... !MV1RONN!MT .i.NC ounu1UlJNGS rr~R~~!8Q nthB t · 1 ~i R~ considered an. a re h itectu ra 11 y 
This bu1ld1ng faces downtown LaMonte tram wha~ wou~~ ~e ~~e center of Pine Street, 
except that the street jobs around it. 

~. SOUACO 01' tHl'O,.MATION 
'44. ?REPARC> !Y 
R.r 'i aseran~ · ·Pettis· County Plat Book (1916); site visit ; Terry and Toots Files . 
47. ORG.AHIZ..lTION 

----------------------------------------:":":"":-:--:-::-=:-=:-~:-::-:--~ Show-Me RPC 
RETI.JRN TI-41S F<JRM WHEN COMPLETED TO: OFF1C!: OF MISTORIC PRESERVATION 

P. o. BOX 176 ... .J.AU -49. ~[VlSIOH 

JEFFERSON crrr' MISSOURJ 6~102 10/87 
• 
I 

-I 
c 

I' 
(. 
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J. T. Ghosen, owner of the Star Theater located in the 100 block of West Second Street, is shown in front of his 
establishment in 1928. The Uptown Theater on Ohio Avenue was opened by Ghosen about this time. 
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Life In 

Pettis :. County -
1815 - 1973 

by 

Hazel N. Lang 

Copyright 1975 by Hazel N. Lang 

Abotit-:th.e Author 

. •.. - ·- -·- -

H 
AZELN. Lang was born in Sedalia, the daught~r of Wallace 

· J. and Ora Neff Lang. She attended the old Summit School, 
the site of the present Washington School, for her 
elementary school education, and was graduated from the 

old Sedalia High School in 19'l2. 
In 1925, Miss Lang joined the staff of The Sedalia Democrat and 

Capital as a proofreader for the news department. Along with her 
proofreading she wrote items for the paper as her time permitted, and 
when World War II took part of the news staff into military service, she 
became a fulltime reporter under Miss Rosemary, Burrowes, , news 

editor. _ 
Her beat included the Missouri Pacific Railroad station, the 

downtown stores, the Chamber of Commerce, meetings of all kinds, 
and sometimes she would pinch hit for the reporter regularly assigned 
to the courthemse and police station. In addition she wrote feature 
stories, a column of hwnorous happenings in the community, which 
was called ''Pickups,·' and wrote a poem for the Sunday edition, and 
other editions during the week, when she was requested to do so. 

In reminiscing about her work, she said, "I always seemed to write 
poetry and one or two were printed while I was still in school, at 
RoSf;?mary's request. When Carl Mcintire became news editor, he asked 
me to write one for every Sunday edit~on. He also started me on the 
Pickups column, and he was the first news editor to give bylines." 

W. D. "Buck" Agee · was the first news editor Miss Lang worked 
under, then followed Miss Burrowes, Mcintire, Pete Potter and W. D. 
"Lucky" Hill, in the Democrat building on West Fourth Street. 

In 1968 she began her series of historical accomts of towns and 
communities in Central Missouri. Her first selection was the Glenstead 
community in Morgan County. It was so well received that she was 
assigned to secure one a week by Kelly Scruton, night news editor of 
The Capital, with whom she worked after the company's operation was 
moved to its present plant at 700 South Massachusetts. She continued 
the series until her retirement in May, 1970. · -

In connection with her assignment to the night news staff in 1967, ~ 
states, "It never made any ctµference to me which part of the day I 
was. supposed to be working, ·1 covered anything at anytime when · 
anybody asked me to. · I didn't have a car and people would pick me up 
and take me to meetings ~d deliver me back home, or the plant 
afterwardS. 



Mexican students to Central Business College and from that tirrie 
there were many from the Country of Mexico came to Sedalia to att · 
C. B. C. , mostly from well to do families then went back to tb 
country where they held responsible positions. 

After the death of Prof. Robbins the business college continued in 
building and later, when the old high school building across the st 
from the college was discontinued as a school, C. B. C. was moved in 
that building. Atwell Bohling was head of the college and when he di 
Mrs. Bohling operated C. B. C. until she sold the building sometime · 
the 1960s. 

The Queen City Telephone Company · 

The Queen City Telephone Company was one of the first in the state 
and people for miles around came to see it. Very few people ha 
telephones and long distance lines all over the state was really 
something. 

Later, there was the Home Telephone Company, and then the Bel 
Telephone Company with both telephone companies_ here at the sarn 
time. Later they were consolidated as the Bell Telephone Company 
This telephone company was located on the east side of Ohio between 
Third and Fourth, upstairs, before it went into the building on southeast 
corner of Third and Lamine, which was at that time the Elk's Club 
buildi.ng, Elsie Neighbors, now Mrs. Fred Anderson, who was ail 
operator in the bwlding on Ohio completed the first call in the new 
building. The Bell Telephone Company now occupies its own building. 
on the southwest corner of Fifth and Massachusetts. 

The Elk 's Club built a new building on the southwest corner of Fourth 
and Kentucky, and the building on Third and Lamine is now the Moose 
Club building. On the third floor of this building the Moose Club h~ 
clothing which it gives to people in need, authorized by the welfare 
office. Among the places that the Moose Club gets clothes is through 
some of the local stores who sometimes give garments they cannot sell~' 

One day several years ago an old lady was taken up to the third floor 
by a member of the .Moose and tried on a winter coat which fit he 
perfectly. It was a new coat and the woman began to cry. "This," she 
said, ' 'is the first new coa~ I ever had in my life. ' ' 

The Opera House and Hotels 

When Woods opera house was built in 1887 by Dr. H. W. Wood, it w. 
one of the handsomest modem ground-floor theatres west of St. Loui 
and in the course of time its fame was far-reaching. There was no cit, 
the size .of Sedalia in the West that had a ground floor opera house. 
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The three story Woods Opera House, Second and Lamine, built in 1887, 
was one of the largest in the the west. The large stage accommodated 

the showing of Ben Hur with horses and chariots. 

They were all built on the second floor of business blocks so that 
revenue could be derived from renting the stores beneath. 

The large, three story brick building was built on the Northwest 
corner of Second and Lamine, with the entrance on Lamine Street. 
There was an artistic cupola over the entrance. 

It was felt that Wood 's opera house was too large and too expensively 
equipped for a city the size of Sedalia. Being between St. Louis and 

· Kansas City, large companies that played in the big citfes stopped off 
here and outstanding theatrical productions were presented. Many 
famous people or those who became famous later were in the casts that 
came here. 

In 1900 a sum of nearly $5,000 was spent in remodeling the building, 
making important improvements and additions, until it ranked with the 
best in the country. 

With the coming of the Missouri Pacific Shops Dr. Wood felt the 
population of the town would increase to 25 or 3o thousand people, and 

-he had the exterior painted. The interior ·was beautifully decorated, . 
lobby walls and steel ceiling were redecorated in finest frescoing, and 
the theatre auditorium was furnished with new chairs. The latest 

· design in drop curtain and scenery were painted and the proscenium 
arch and space between the girders on the stage widen"ed to make 
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ample room for the scenery carried by the companies that pla 
Chicago, St. Louis, Kansas City and St. Joseph. 
· This stage was so big that the production of Ben Hur was prese: 

complete with horses in the chariot race. _ _. -

There were 16 new dressing rooms placed under the stage, elegaiJtll 
furnished in every respect, with steam heat, hot and cold water. 
made a total of 24 dressing rooms enough to accomodate a company. 
100 people. · 

The concert hall on the third floor of the opera house building, bui 
for a Masonic Temple, was one of the largest in Central Missouri. :if 
was also one of the best lighted and ventilated halls, with steam he' 
water, and anterooms, steel ceilings and frescoed walls. • 

Directly across the street East from Wood 's opera house, was the 
Kaiser Hotel which had 20 rooms and a large restaurant. 

Joseph Huckins came to Sedalia, purchased the hotel, added a fourth' 
story, removed the part of the cornice that read "Kaiser Hotel" 
replaced it with a large rounding piece that said : ''Hotel Huckins.'' 

This, too, was a daring venture, but Huckins, who owned the Hue· · 
House in Texarkana, Arkansas and the Hotel Caddo, Shrevepo 
Louisiana, proposed, right from the first , to run a first class hotel 
he did. His hotel was known far and wide as a desirable place to st01 
for a day, a month or a year. He was a hotel man of long experien 
and throughly acquainted with all details of the business. He wa5 
assisted here by . his son Paul. who had grown up in the business. The 

:~ hotel had 75 rooms, a marble floored ballroom on the second floor, an 

elegant dining area. with table service unexcelled, on the first floor. 
The building had an elevator, steam heat, fire escape ; the rooms were 
beautifully furnished, and 15 had private baths which was quite a 
feature at the turn of the century. 

In the early 1900s, after the New Sedalia Theatre was built, and 
moving pictures started, with little theatres springing up over town, the 
WoQ<i 's opera house closed. 

The Huckins Hotel was then sold to Harve Terry who operated it for 
many years. The business was good and Terry, who renamed it the 
Terry Hotel , bought the old opera house building and called it the Terry 
Annex. An enclosed hallway went across Lamine street from the 
second story of the hotel to the other building connecting the two. 

The large dining room in the Terry Hotel , which had been 
redecorated, was a place where many banquets and events of various 
kinds were held with dances in the ballroom. 

When the depression years came the Terry Hotel was sold to the 
Milner chain and became a cheap place to stay for those who needed it. 

The Terry Annex became the Terry Hotel and the connecting hall was 
taken down. Charles Keck. who had worked in a bank in Sedalia where he 
had · grown up, became a desk clerk. The Terrys died but the Terry 
daughter still owned the building. Her husband came back and opened an 
attractive lounge in the East part of the first floor . 

The once handsome hotel building across the street became empty and 
deteriorated to such an extent it was finally torn down. 

The Terry Annex, which was then the Terry Hotel, had many 
permanent residents as well as those who were transients. Then, on 
May 10, 1967, a fire destroyed the building and one young man, who was 
just stopping there lost his life . Most of the residents escaped with their 
lives but lost practically everything they possessed. 

On the southwest corner of Main and Lamine, across the alley from 
the Wood's opera house was a two story brick hotel built in 1870 by 
George R. SmiUi for his daughters, Martha and Sarah, but they sold it 
to the Missouri Pacific Railroad and it became the Jay Gould Hotel, 
named for the president of the railroad. An additional story was added 
to it in 1881. It had a spacious dining room and in 1882 A. L. Devereant 
was manager. 

Realizing the hotel was to be sold Judge Louis Hoffman let George 
Buske know and he came to Sedalia and bought it. He was · the 
grandfather of Mrs. T. H. Yount. Buske changed the name of it to The 
Commercial Hotel and it was a popular place. Being right next to the 
opera house many of the theatrical people stayed there. Fred Buske, 
the son, assisted his father in running the ~otel. 

Carl Lueking, a tobacco salesman, went into the hotel one day and 
saw a group of four unusually pretty girls, one a little older than the 
others,.sitting at a table. He inquired about them and found out the one 
a little older was the mother of the other three, she was Barbara 
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Columbia 

Kansas City 

Rolla 

St. Louis 

· · ... · ~ 6 September 1997 

Becky L. Snider 
I 008 Sunset Drive 
Columbia, MO 65203 

Dear Ms. Snider: 

I am answering your letter addressed to the Phelps County Historical Society 
regarding historic theaters and opera houses in :Missouri. 

We know of most of the theaters you mention, but I am sorry to report that we 
have nothing on file regarding them. Probably your only avenue for research will 
be the Phelps County newspapers at the State Historical Society of Missouri in 
Columbia. 

Of those you listed in your letter, only the Opera House in Newburg still stands. It 
is still used for summer productions. I will try to get a copy of your letter to the 
folks who stage the productions there. 

Hardy's theater I am not familiar with, but another theater, not on your list, was 
Shaw's Opera House in the Grant building on the northwest corner of Eighth and 
Pine Streets in Rolla. It was located on the third floor of the Grant Hotel, 
operated by Hiram Shaw and his family. The building no longer stands. 

Sorry not to be of more assistance. I am returning your donation to the Society, 
but we appreciate the thought. 

Good luck with your research. 

Sincerely, 

~ 

J~kdb~J:'~ 
Senior Manuscript Specialist 
Rolla 

(Treasurer, Phelps County 
Historical Society) 
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Oft; ce of Historic Preservation, P.O. Box 176" Jefferson · Citv. Missouri 65101 

HISTORIC INVENTORY 
-

N11 • Pr~s1 : 111 Ncrn1e(st 1 
~~. ;.. 0\-0D Newburg Opera House -

~ , .,';inly 
'Phelps 5 Other Namcjs) 

l . l occa t1on cit Nl'!.)Jl1vc:, Lyric Theater building 
(3,4) 

6 Spec1lu: l uc:a11on 16 . Thamal1c Category 28. No . of Stories t 
' 29. Basement? Yes: 1 

On front street facing 17 DaltJ(s) or P~riod NoX 

railroad tracks Circa 1918 30. Founda11on Material , f.1ly <Jr Town II Aural. Township & V1cu11ty 18 Style or Dc:a1gn Concrete 

Newburg, Missouri 31. Wall Construction 

$1lc Pldn with Norlh Auow 19. Arctutect or Engineer Brick 
H 

32. Roof Type & Me:llertal 
20. Contractor or. Builder Built up asphalt 

- 33. No. of Bays 

21. Original Use. if apparent Front 3 Side none 
Theater building 34 . Wall Treatment 

- 22 . Present Use Brick; plaster 
Opera house 35. Plan Shape Rectangle 

23 Ownership Public I! 36 . Changes Addition : · t 
Private I I (Explain Altered 1 · l 

24. Owner's Name & Address, .in #42) Mo\le<J 1 I 
if known 37 . Condi lion 

Interior Fair I 
J.J. Turley ; 

~ Cuoulindtes UTM 
l di Exter1or Eah:; 

~ 
25. Open to Yes 11 38. Preservation Yes X 

. Silt: ! I Structure I i 
Public? No kl Underway? No . 

Build mg 1 X Ob;ect 11 · 26 . Local Contact Person or Organtzation 39. Endangered? Yes 1 1 , 

·------ VesXt J.J. Turley By What? No K. 
11 On Ndl 1ondl Vt::; I I 12. lslt \ 

I 

Jl1:91~lc1 ., No 1x E11g1ble'! No 11 27 . Other Surveys in Which Included 

IJ Pan uf Eslab Yes I t 14 . Oislrict Yes I I 40 . Visible from Yes x· 
H1s1 01sl ? No 'x1 Potent'I? No I 1 Public Road? No 1: i 

---· 
I~ Name of Established District 41. Distance from and 

Frontage on Road : 

10· feet front street · 

~2 . Further Descrip11on of Important Features 

~ ///i The doorway is surmounted by a semi-circular archway. The window 
openings, set slightly back from the doorway, are also decorated by 
slightly rounded segmental arches. The building is about 35 feet Pho lo 
wide .by about .60 feet long. The facade is stepped three times to / 

~I the center. 
I / .. 

/ 
. 

43 H1s1ory ~nd S1un1f1cance 

Built from the brl.cks salvaged from the first railroad round house at Newburg, (when a 
new round house was bui~t). The theater was purchased during the Great Depression by 
Helen Houston and several other Newburg businessmen, who hired a projectionist and operated 
it six years as a theater. The bicentennial book of Newburg (continued on next page .... ) 

~4 Oesc1.1p11on of Environment and Outbuildings 

This building .is lodated on Front street facing the railroad tracks . Built f rom bricks 
g;vaged from the first roundhouse at Newburg, it is next to the two-story Newburg Hotel, 

beinq remodeleted into apartments. 
it5 SCJu rc~s ol. lnformalion 46 . Prepared by 

Hello From Newburg, by Mary Alice Beemer (a Bicentennial book Bob Bowman 
47. Organiza11011 

describing Newburg . and its history) . 
MR Pr 

Sharon Bergloff, local property owner. 48. Oare 149 Revision Oate(s) 
C:. /l R 

SW-AS-036-064



, 

f 
3. (continued from previous page) 

has a curious statement about the next phase of the building's existence : 
"With the start of the building at Fort Wood (about 1942), 
they (the businessmen who owned it) thought it would be 
a nice gesture to give it to the City as a fund-raising 
enterprise for the town. The Mayor and Council promptly 
sold it to Everett Affolter who uses it for lumber storage." 

That was written in 1976. The current owners of the building are B.B. and 
J.J. Turley. It has been partially restored to its ~riginal use, as stage 
plays put on by local talen are performed in the building. 
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MISSOURI OFFICE OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION I INVENTORY SURVEY FORM 

1. NAME St. James Leader Journal 

~ HISTORIC Dellacella Opera House 

AND I OR COMMON 

2. LOCATION 

STREET & NUMBER 125 West Springfield Street 

CITY, TOWN St. James 

STATE Missouri 

3. CLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY 

district 

X bulldlng(s) 

structure 

site 

_object 

OWNERSHIP 

_public 

X private 

both 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION 

_in process 

_being considered 

XN/A 

4. OWNER OF PROPERTY 

NAME Robert D. Snair 

STREET & NUMBER 

CITY, TOWN St. James 

5. LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 

Assessor's Office 
Phelps County Courthouse 
Rolla, Missouri 65401 

CODE 29 

STATUS 

X occupied 

_unoccupied 

_work In progress 

ACCESSIBLE 

X yes: restricted 

_yea: unrestricted 

no 

VICINITY OF 

COUNTY Phelps 

PRESENT USE 

_agriculture 

X commercial 

educational 

entertainment 

_government 

Industrial 

_military 

VICINITY OF 

6. REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 

TITLE (None) 

7. DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 

X excellent 

_good 

fair 

deteriorated 

ruins 

_unexposed 

Determined Eligible? 

CHECK ONE 

unaltered 

X altered 

Yes No 

CHECK ONE 

X original site 

moved 

Federal 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

CODE 161 

museum 

_park 

_private residence 

_religious 

scientific 

_transportation 

other: 

STATE Missouri 

State County 

Date November. 1985 

Local 

The Dellacella Opera House is constructed in the Renaissance Revival style of architecture. The building has a stone 
foundation and shed roof. The front of the building has two centered entries with large plate glass windows on each 
side of these doors. Transom lights are over both of these windows and also the entries. 

A front side entry (southeast side) leads to the second floor. It also has a transom. Most of the other windows have 
one over one lights and are framed with brick segmental relieving arches. A large brick cornice crowns the front 
facade. The art glass of the second floor windows has been removed but fragments of the glass have been preserved. 
A one story porch and balcony once fronted the building. The original turned porch post have now been replaced with 
square post and the balcony is now a second level screwed porch. With the exception of this screwed porch and the 
removed art glass windows and porch posts, the building looks very much as it did when first completed 
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8. SIGNIFICANCE - Phelps County Survey - Dellacella Opera House 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE - CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_archeology - prehistoric 

_archeology - historic 

_agriculture 

_community planning 

conservation 

economics 

_landscape architecture 

law 

literature 

_religion 

science 

_sculpture 

_prehistoric 

1400-1499 

1500-1599 

lti00-1699 

1700-1799 

1800-1899 

x 1900-

X architecture 

art 

commerce 

connnunications 

education 

_engineering 

_exploration I settlement 

_industry 

_military 

nrusic 

_philosophy 

__politics I government 

social I humanitarian 

theater 

_transportation 

_other (specify) 

invention 

SPECIFIC DATES 1906 BUILDER I ARCHITECT J.L. Welch 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (IN ONE PARAGRAPH) 

Archjtecblfe; Oldest opera house building (still standing) in St. James, Mo. 

(See attached history). 

9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 
St. James Journal, December 7, 1923 
St. James Journal, April 13, 1906 
St. James Journal, May 11, 1906 
St. James Journal, September 28, 1906 

10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

St. James Journal, January 22, 1897 
St. James Journal, March 3, 1905 
St. James Journal, August 17, 1906 
St. James Journal, October 5, 1906 

ACREAGE OF PROPERTY Approx. 6.000 SQ. ft QUADRANGLE NAME Maramec Sprin2 SCALE J ·24000 
UTM REFERENCES 

B w , ___ , _____ , __ I _____ I .__I ...____._! _._I ___.___,,,___, 

ZONE EASTING NORTHING ZONE EASTING NORTHING 

c w _I _I -' -' .....__.___.I I I DWI,, I I I _I_, __ , __ , ____ _ 
VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION AND JUSTIFICATION 

The Dellacella Opera House is located at 125 West Springfield Street, St. James at the above referenced UTM coordinates. This 
location recognizes the commercial building and the parameters of the ground on which it rests. 

11. FORM PREPARED BY 

NAME I TITLE Earl Strebeck - Field Researcher 

ORGANIZATION Meramec Regional Planning Commission 

ADDRESS 101 West Tenth Street, Rolla, Missouri 65401 DATE November, 1985 
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MISSOURI OFFICE OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION I INVENTORY SURVEY FORM 

(Phelps County Survey) 

CONTINUATION SHEET Dellacella Opera House ITEM NUMBER 8 

THE DELLACELLA OPERA HOUSE 

(History) 

by 

Earl Strebeck 

PAGE 1 

Stephen A. Dellacella was born in Italy, October 4, 1847, and came to America before the Civil War. 

During that war, he served in Co. E, 14th Ill. Inf .. An active worker in the Grand Army of the Republic 

organization, he was one of a body of delegates whose untiring efforts located the Federal Soldiers. Home 

(now Missouri Veterans Home) at St. James. 

In January of 1897 he traded his lease of the New Everitt House in St. Louis to" E.M. Pinto for 

eighty acres of land northwest of the Soldiers Home in St.James and moved to St James the same year. 

In St. James he was a farmer, businessman and politician. Captain Dellacella as he was called, ran 

for Mayor of St. James about ten times; being elected to that office once in 1906. In 1905 he bought lot 

10 of block 7 on West Springfield Street and announced that he would build a two story brick building and 

that the lower floor would be a restaurant and the second floor an opera house. The building was 
' 

constructed in 1906 and was opened to the public in October of that year. The interior wall paper was 

designed especially for the building at a firm in St. Louis. The exterior sported art glass windows in the 

upper sashes of the front (south side) on the second level. The St. James Journal described the new 

building, "a thing of beauty and a joy forever". 
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UNITED ST A TES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

GEOLOGICAL SURVEY 

DELLACELLA OPERA HOUSE 
St. James, Mo. 

(Phelps County Survey) 

U. S. G. S. 7.5 Minute Topographic Map 
Maramec Spring Quadrangle 

Scale: 1 :24,000 

UTM REFERENCES 
Zone: 15 

Easting: 621550 
Northing: 4206100 
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Office of Historic Preservation, P.O. Box 176. Jefferson Citv. Missouri 65101 

HISTORIC INVENTORY 
5 1 Nu 

16 
1 C:ounly 

Pike 

320 Georgia Street 

Clark Theatre 
!> Oth~t NttmO(:t) 

Park's Music Hall 
16 Them•lic c.1t1go1y 

Theatre 
11 Oalo(s) Of Pttriod 

\1 ) 
,-' 

c. 1885 - Rebuilt 1930 
I C:1ty lH Town II Aural , Township &.. V1c1111ly 

Louisiana, MO 

!J Coo11f1n~tes 

l ill 
lun!J 

10 

GZORCIA 

0 

UTM 

Sile: ~ 1 Struclure I i 

18 Slyle or Oo:;1gn 

Art Deco 
19 Architect or E11gin84Jr 

20 . Conlr•clor 01 Builder 

21. 0~1nal Use. ii otpparenl 
usic Hall 

22 Prosenl Use 
Movie Theatre 

23 Ownouh1p 

2-4 Owner's Name & Address. 
if known 

25 . Open lo 
Public? 

Publlc I I 

Private !X! 

Yes~ 
No,, 

Bu11l1111g ~ Ob1ec.1 I I 26 Local Conlacl Person or Organizallo~---

\ .,( 

28 

29 

30 

JI . 

32 . 

J3 

34 . 

J5 . 

J6 

J] 

JS . 

I () I 

d 1_ 

No of Sloru~s 

Basement" Yes X' 
No 1 . 

Foun<.1a11on Material 
Masonry/Stone 
Wall Co11s11uc11on 

Masonr 
M;.1er1<1I 

No of Oays 
Fron I 3 Side 6 
Wall Treatment 

Brick 
Plan Shape Rectangle 
Changes 
IE a plain 
1n 142) 

Cond1l1on 
lntCllOf 

Exle11or 

Prttserval1on 
Underway? 

Addition : · 
Altered X' 
MO'l~tl I 

Fair 
Good 

Vt!S 

No·X 

J9 Endangered? Yes 1 • 
tlo IX By Whal? ..-o_n_N_.:._1,-o-n.i-,--Y-v_i11_1_1___,.---,-2-1_s_11 ____ Y_11_s--=1x=-111 Pike Co. His tori-ca 1 Society 

l\1:y1!.lc1 ·1 No~ El1gtl>le? No 1 1 •-2-7_0_1_h_er_S_u-r11_e_y_11-in_W_h_i_c_h_l_n_c_lu_d_e_d ______ • 

1_J_P_4_1_1_o_f_E_s_t_ab_Y_e-~-, -, -+---,.-o-.~-,r-1c-· 1--V-e-s--:1 X:-:- 1 __ 4_0_v-,s-,-b-le--,,-o-m----~-Y-e_s_· __ X_ 
Hist U1st.? No ~ Pot~nl'I? No ' ' Public Road'! No : : 

I~ Namu of 'EslalJhshod Dtslncl 

C2. 'Fuflher Oesaiphon of Important Features 

Facade was ·completely remodeled in 1930 in a 
psuedo-art deco motif. 

•J History o.nd S111n11tcancu 

Modera(:e contribution to street wall through 
its mass and height ·and corner location. 

44 Oescr1p11on of En11i1onmen1 and Outbuildings 

Central Business District connnercial area. 

.CI. Distance from and 
Frontage on Road 

8'/42' 

-------------------·------------------------,.------
4~ Sourctts of. lnlo1ma11on 

1885 Sanborn Insurance Map 
Pike County Historical Society 

·16 Prcparntl by 

KL I/LC 
47 Organital1011 

URDC/PCHS 
'~ ~a;;

9 
rR_e_v-,s-10-,-, -0-a-tt!_(_S_I -

7-
0 

() 
0 
c 
l 

-< 
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NPS Form 1C·900-• 
(3.-32) 

OHB Yo. 1024-0018 
Expires 10-Jl-87 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Inventory-Nomination Form 

Continuation sheet 
Georgia Street 
Historic District Item number 7 Page 

~ 320 Georgia: Two story brick movie theater in Art Deco style with the 
original neo-marquee and two-toned carrara glass sheathing at the 
first story. The wall rises to a patterned parapet with case concrete 
coping. The building is actually much older constructed as a music 
store and opera house between 1890 and 1895. The Art Deco facade 
dates to ca. 1935. 

~ 400-402 Georgia: One-story brick Italianate style commercial building 
built ca. 1890 as two storefronts with a wooden projecting cornice and 
brick pillars supported the iron beams over the storefronts. The 
simple storefronts are essentially intact. 

~ 4oro 612.())q;~ S-C/l._RL,f B~c/.c~ c. /<6&o ~. c.1qao ViV>n:::Lc. h9 
~406 Georgi~ Two-story brick commercial building built ca. 1880 as a 

_ __.....,..-dwelling and cobbler shop. The entire facade was remodeled ca. 1900 
()d-t;., with concrete lintels added over the voids. 
DI e, 

~6. 408 Georgia: Two-story brick Italianate style commercial building 
constructed ca.1880 as a 2nd class hotel and saloon. Brick corbeled 
cornice. 
pillars. 

Pressed metal string course over iron support beam on brick 
The first story has had only slight alterations. 

~ 414 Georgia: Two-story brick Italianate style building constructed 
ca. 1880 and used as city hall in the decade of the 1880s, used later 
as a buggy manufactory. The original pressed metal cornice is missing 
below which is a dentiled and corbeled brick pattern above the 
five-bay window openings of the second story with segmental shaped 
brick arches. The first story storefront has been extensively 
altered. 

~ 418-422 Georgia: Two-story brick commercial buildings in a Spanish 
Mission Revival style built ca. 1935 reusing part of the brick walls 
of an earlier building gutted by fire in 1930. The facade rises to a 
pedestaled parapet with an ogee-shaped center section with scrolled 
cast concrete coping. The flanking bays -- separated by brick 
pilasters -- have ceramic tile pent roofs supported on false through 
joists. The storefront was modernized ca. 1950 . 

5~ 500 Georgia: Ca. 1960 one-story brick and glass ga~ s..tation . 
.__Nett COH'f RIBU"fl-WG. 

~ 522 Georgia: Single story brick post office in the Neo-classical 
style built in 1905 and designed by architect Raymond Lavercombe. 
Parapet wall with heavily accented smooth stone faced pedestals above 
a projecting stone moulded and dentiled cornice with a broad frieze 
and architrave supported on brick pilasters which separate the center 
three bays. Flanking first and fourth bays are actually slight 
projecting wings. Entry in center bay with Greek key moulded 
surround, dentil cornice and three part transom. All openings have 
segmental shaped brick arches with keystones : The single story is 
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Office of Historic Preservation, P.O. Box 176. Jefferson .Citv. Missouri 65101 

HISTORIC INVENTORY 
1 No 11 

4 Pr~st:r1I N.amtl(S) 

Sizemore Home Furnishings 

5 Olher NamO(:i) 

3 l 0<:•llon . of N~·g•I 1vcs 
URDC 

6 Specific loc.allon 

418-422 Georgia St. 
16. Thematic ateoory 28 . No ol S1011~s 2 

._ __ c_omme ___ r_c_i,_,a_l ___________ _. 29. easement? ____ Y_e_s_1_x_ 

17 Oato(s) or Ptttiod No 1 • 

c. 1900 30. Foundation Malerial 
~~~~--~~~--~~------~----~----4 Masonry 

{:11y or Town II Aufal, Township &. \11c11111y 18 Style Of Oe:ugn --------------
Louisiana Mo 1920 Commercial 31 . Wall Cons1ruct1on 

rt S1h: Pl;sn CZOICIA 19. Architect or EnginMr Masonry 
32 . Roof Type & Mc.1er1dl 

._20-.-C-o_n_tr_a_c_lo_r_o_r_B_u_il_d_e_r ----------- Flat/ Composition 
33 . No. ol Bays 

tt-2-1-. -O-r-ig_1_n-al_U_s_e_, -i,-a-pp_a_r_e_n_I --------. Front 6 Side 

·.Mov-ie ·Theate·r, ·· ·Retail 34 . Wall Ttea1men1 

D ..-.2-2-P-rc-s-en_l __ U-se------------------------. Brick/Stucco 

~ 
~ '---~----.J--------~-

!I Cuou11n .. 1es 
l Ojf 
lun!J 

UTM 

Retail/Residential 2nd fl. 
23 Owno<Ship 

24 . Owner's Name & Address, 
if known 

Public I I 
Priva1eX I 

Eugene and Meltha Sizemore 
Louisiana, MO 

Yes ix 
No 11 

35. Plan Shape Rec tan le 
36 . Changt!S Addition : · 

(Explain Altered ix 
in 142) Mov~d 1 

37 Cond111on 
good lntor1or 

Exteuor goO'a 

38. Putservalion Y~s 

Underway? No ot 
25 . Open lo 

-,o-------s-.-t«-: -! -, ------S~t-ru_c_t_u-re-1-;1. Public? 
8u1ldmg ~ Ob1ec: I I 11-2-6-. _L_o_c_a_I _C_o_n-ta_c_t_P-er_s_o_n_o_r_O_rg_a_n_l_za_t_lo-n----•----------------s 

i\o-0 -,.,.-~-,,-0-n-al--Y-e-~-1-,-..---1-2-15-1-, ---Y-e-s-~-- Pike Co. Historical Society 
39. Endftngere<J? Yes I I 

__ n_u_u_•~_•_c•_., ___ N_o_x_: -+---E_1_1u_r_b1_e_·! __ N_o_1 _1 _• 27 Other Surveys in Which Included 

14 . 01:>1ticl Yes ~ IJ Pall of Estab "Ye:> I I 
Hi$1. 01l$f .? No*I Polenl'I? No 1 1 

I!> Na111u ol Establlshod Ors Incl 

~2 . Further O.esc.riptton of Important Features 

Facade has been altered c. 1920 

•J History oand S•nmhcanc~ 

Although altered from its original design, 
this building contributes to the street-scope 
through its mass, height, color, materials, 
and fenestration. 

-14 Oescriµtion of Environment and Outbuildings 

Central Business District 

45 Sourcvs ot. lnlorma11on 

1896 Sanborn Insurance Map 

By What? 

40. Visible lro.m 
Public Road? 

41. Distance from &Jnd 
Fron1age on Aoa<J 

8/54 

-16 . flrcparntl by 

KLI/MFB 

No ?C 

Yes)( 
No 1: 

48 Oate J~ Rt-v1s1on Oat~(sl 

5/79 

z 
0 

() 
0 
c 
") 

-< 

U'I 
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Historic Missouri Theatres Questionnaire 
µ(ufk c~llal1 

()'.A ( 5) 

Smithville Missouri Historical Society 

What historic theatres were located or are currently located in your area? --------------------

-------------------------,ij-T.JLLJ_/~!i_f)_eea_,611 · -~-~.LYJ~.L./ ~-r ____ _ 
-------------------------------------------- -.641~_/_je __ .L,/J.12...k...!/_R~ 

Please check the specific types of information you have about theatres in your area? Please note any 
sources you think would be particularly useful for this project. 

_ / book_s about specific theatres 

___ / photographs 

___ v newspaper articles 

;,/ scrap books 

county or town histories 

other, please specify 

__ --52 . fiLLLle_ · 2-L<-J:i~~jJ _________ _ 
___ ./:iA!2 __ Jt.J.shx.i..c;_ f v_ b h~ ;,~ b~~-~--------
------ ~ k 2 _tf.b _y_µ t:_~(_E_bJ.5_c_L -:::::: ___ _ 

Can special arrangements be made for the library to be open at other times? 

Who is the best person to contact for more information? ___ If s_fe !!~_l!r~th t2 __ l__:_ _____ _ 

10 (p 2 tVd le,,. r, 
s ,,11,, I Ii Y-il/e I /11~ tl/ o fJ 

Thank you for your assistance. 
Please return to: Becky Snider 1008 Sunset Dr. Columbia, MO 65203 



Office of Historic Preservation, P.O. Box 176, Jefferson ·citv, Missouri 65101 

HISTORIC INVENTORY 

3 l U L di IOI\ {ll Nt•ij..tl IVCS 

.,_ __________________ _. 29 . Basemen I? 

1f)r.i1v (Jf ru~n 

H 

23 Ownership ublic N 
Private XT 

24 . Owner's Name & Add~e.ss, 
if known~~ 

~-. -C-11-or-d-1n_d_t_e_s _ _____ U_T_M--------• f~ Ci-± ... , o. b'-I01Cf 
ldl --u 
l llll!l 

10 

25 . Open to 
--s-,-lt-: -! -1 _____ S_t_r-uc_t_u-re-1 -i .. Public? 

Yes 
No 11 

______ __ s_·1_11_1ct_11_•q __ , _1 
________ o_b_;e_c_t_1_1 ~ 26 . Local Contact Person or Organization 

Ii On N,i11ondl Yes 1 1 12 . Is II Yes I I 

H1!u1~le1 » No 1 · Eligible? No I 1 27 . Other Surveys in Which Included 
~-~~-------Ii---------~· 
I J Part of Est ab Yes I 1 14 . District Yes I 1 

Ht51 Dist ? No I I Potent'!? No I 1 
~-~ · ______ __.._ ________ __ 
15 Name of Established District 

42 . Further Description of Important Features Oh; I 9 (:; g' ~ ~ ~ ~ 

~~ ch,v~ 4t ~ ~Jl ' 

36 . Changes 
(Explain 
_i.n 1142) 

37 . Condi lion 
Interior 

Exterior 1t::f; 
38. Preservation 

Underway? 

39 . Endangered? 
. By Whal? 

40 . Visible from 
Public Road? 

41 . Distance from and 
Frontage on Road 

·~ ~.~~~<-~17, /))96-Cl-~,,~ 
~Q._,_c~ 9-_,~~ ~fuap-'lu-~ .~-

. /O~ . ,/ 

Yes : 1 

No i>(° 

D> 

Yes 
No?( 

Yes I I 

No '!>l 

SW-AS-036-068



Office of Historic Preservation, P.O. Box 176. Jefferson ·citv. Missouri 65101 

HISTORIC INVENTORY 
I Nt1 4 Prt!St~nl Nctme(S) 

MID-CONTINENT LIBRARY BUILDING 
.i Ci>u"~LATTE COUTNY 

5 Other Namc(s) 
3 L o c: cll 1011 ol Nt·U..t·l 1vcs BARTLETT MERCHANTILE BUILDING 

6 Specific L oca11on 
320 

MA IN. STREET 16 . Themallc alegorv 28 . No of Stories 

BLI< 30 ( .. W k -------------------29. Basement? ~t-l : ALL OF 2 17 Dato(s) or Period 

-~-~-~~-O_F_L_o_T~3---~~-1_8_9_1~--~~------~~. Found~f5~t~~ 
l C11y c)r Tuwn 11 Rural. Township & Vicm1ty 18 Style or Oo:;1gn 1L) 

No I . 

Sitt.: Pletn with Norlh Arrow 

T , 31 . Wall Construction 
BRICK L/3 19. Architect or Engineer 

""(...l.~'1 .__ ______________ __.32 . Roof Type & Molerial 
20. Contractor or Builder 

FRED KRAUSE 33 . No. or Bays 
.._21-. -O-ri-g1-. n-al_U_s-e.-i-f -a-pp-a-re_n_t ~O~C)..~£~{)~..-1:>---a Front ) 0 Side Q 

~ Cllor1lindle$ 
L i:tl 

L llll!I 

UTM 

_____ B_U_S_l N__,E,..,..S_S _B_U_I _L_D_I _N_G __ __. 34 . wa11 BTrRea
1

tmC el(nt .:::l!l. ..... c;:,..., 2i Pre:;ent Use FLOOR OFF I CE S aeJ~ 
ST FLOOR LIBRARY s. Plan Shape 

23 Ownership 

24 . Owner's Name & Address. 
if known 
DON & BETTY SOPER 

Public I' 
Private I 'XX 

36 . Changes 
(Explain 
.in #42) 

37 . Condition 
Interior EXCELLENT 

PLATTE CITY, MO, 64079 Exterior FXCELLE~T 
25. Open to Yes X~ 38 . Preservation 

-,O---- - --S-1-h:_!_1 ____ S_t_ru-ct-u-re_l_i... Public? No I I Underway? 
---------------------------------~~ Bullctuiq '~X Object 1 1 26 . Local Contact Person or Organization 39 .. Endangered? 

-,i on'"N~;r;-;-;~-d-, -Y-es_·_ 1-,~-12-. -ls_l_t __ Y_e_s_1v-1 - BETTY SOPER PCHS By What? 
H 1 ~u 1 ::.lv 1 ., No 1XX Eligible? No I~ 27 . Other Surveys in Which Included 

--~------------------· l:.t Pan <JI Eslab Ye~ I 1 14 . District Yes IX X 
H151 D1sl ? No I 'x Potent'I? No Ix 

---· 
15 Name ol Eslabllshed District 

42 . Further Description ot Important Features 

BUILT 1891 - DATE OF COMPLETEION ETCHED IN BOARD IN 
UPP[R STORY DOOR WAY. BRICK FROM THE BRICK BURNING PLANT 

OF FREDERCIK KRAUSE IN PLATTE CITY. 

METAL FRONT NOW ON THE BUILDING 

40 . Visible trom 
Public Road? 

•1 . Distance from and 
Frontage on Road 

5 FEET 

BUILT AND USED AS A BUSINESS BUILDING SINCE ITS COMPLETION 

~ar~~°i· ~~~- L 

~~~-~~~~~~\. 44 Description of Environment and Outbuildings 
LOCATED ON MAIN STREET DIRECTLY ACROSS FROM THE PLATTE COUNTY COURT · HOUSE 

45 ScJUrctts of. Information 

DEED, LAND RECORD, CONVERSATION WITH MERLE BARTLETT, 

INSCRIPTION ON DOOR UPSTAIRS OF BUILDING 

46 . Prepared by 

BETTY SOPER 
47 . Organiza11011 

SW-AS-036-069



Office of Historic Preservation, P.O. Box 176~ Jefferson ·citv, Missouri 65101 

HISTORIC INVENTORY 
1 N 11 

) l u t: dt 1on ol Nt•U.J l1vcs 

6 Spec il 1c L oc al w n j ~ 1 
~- 30 

ategory 

Basement? 
17 Datu(s) or Period 

1' . -1- - ii. E ~ I 00 "/ 0\ o-v I ~ o D I 30 . Foundation Material 
11 Rura1-.------v-.-c-111-1t_y_._1_a_s_ty_l_e_o_r_O_c_:;_1g_n ____ ,;__ ______ __. ~ 4-o 

31 . Wall Construct ion 

19. Archilect or Engineer ~ ~c)!_ L.-B 
32 . 

--------~,-----~--------20 . Contractor or B..ill.!Q_er 

J-~ ~<t_L, 

21. Original Use. if apparent Side €:; 

~ 
~()~ 

22 Present Use 08 J) 
~ 

34 . Wall ;t/eatmenl 
II-------~.:.._::_~~--- '(c,tAvl_;.j ·C\ 

23 Ownership 

24 . 

H CtH >rd1ndtes UTM 
l d i 

l \l ll !J 25 . Open to 

10 --s- ,-h-: -! -, ------S-tr-u-ct-u-re_l _i - Public? 

Bu1lc1111g 1 1 Object I I 26 . Local Contact Person or Organization 
----·---------------------.~· 
t i OnN ,i1 1ondl Yes 1 1 12. lslt 

H 1 : u1 ~, 1 e 1 '> No 'V"' Eligible? 27 . Other Surveys in Which Included 
t_J_P_a_r_t_o_l _E_s_l_a_b_Y_e_s_· ~1 ~, --1--,4-_-0-is--t-ri_c_t--Y-es_.1~1-·~ 

H1 5t D1::.t ? No I I Potent'!? No I I 
_ __ ______ ..A.£.__J _________ __ 

15 - Name of Es1at.>l1shed District --

45 Sourct1s ol. lnlormalion 

35 . Plan Shape 

36 . Changes 
(Explain 
_tn #42) 

RR.A.J 
Addition ; · 

~ 
37 . Condition 

t:i Interior 

Exte11or 

38 . Preservat ion Yes 
Underway? No , . 

39 . Endangered? Yes I 1 

By Whal? No I , 

40 . Visible from 
Public Road? 

'41 . 

v1s1on Oate(s l 

SW-AS-036-070



THE OPERA HOUSE 

The sec·ond .floor ·OJ •tJhis \building is l it is known today, . in the same bui1ld-
known ·as .the Opera .Hou:se. There ing. Wi·th ·the ex·ceip.tion -0f a feiw 

. I 
hav.e ibeen numerous ho.me talent years 1there 1ha-s !been a J ohns-0n Store 
plays, minstrel s!4ows, le'Ctures, C·on- !.in Platte City ·since .1893 ·operated fby 
certs, t'hen the. s.illen1t movie plus com• ! J. 0. Jiohns.on · ·Or -0ne of hfa sons, G€-0. 

• ' • • I 

edy . se~ials held ·here f.or the enjoy- 1ic. Johnson o-r J'ames G. Johnson. 
ment ·of ~:11,_ llts _door . closed years a·go I Vadous enterpris·es 'have o'c~U1p1ied 
!but marry- memor.i'eJS ·of 1good. times are I the 0lef:t · ihalf of ;the building On the 
still very vi~d .a:rnong .the · citi_?;ens of [ fiiist f1l:o·~r 1but 'the Hulett 1Restaurant 

!Pl~ tte City: . . I prOibafo ly . was there longer than any 
On •tihe first ,filoor, in the •ri.g1ht half , .other. Here wa·s a ·g«>•od :s1pot to eat 

o.f the ibuildirug,, J. ·O. J .o1ms·on and A. meals or to join f.riends for a Cok·e . 
.P. !Ful·cher opened th·e Johns·o~ & Ful- '-The re :s1taurant cfo:s·ed several years I 
.'Cher· ~\1.~rea~1til~ Co. in 1'893: T.· hey la- ago. Tilie Cou~'~Y !Inn w~·s 101cat~d- here 

1

1 

ter m-0ved · mto another lbmldmg and several yea.rs .t•hen sold out. Tlns part 
finally dis·s·olved partnershi1p. · Then of the !building has been .remodeled · 
in .l '9·.W3 :Geo. iC. Jo·hnson, son of J. 0. and ·today ther·e is a realtor .office, law 
J .ohns:on, returned to :Pla1t:te q.ty and ·office, ·Radio & 'fV 1E1ectrical 1S:hop 
·Opened the Geo. C. Johnson Sto1~e as and an Up'hdlstery .Shop horused 'here. 

April .1'6, 18!81?~Ji,ail storm €;st of I Dec. 25, 18812-0hristmas trees .at 
·Platte .City covered the ground two Pleasant- Ridge, New -Market and 
inc:hes deep, and killed 1pigs and poul- Platte City and three saloons at Platte· 
try. 1City religiously and freely distri1buted 

----o I egg no-g-. 

. May 8, 118.80 Z.erubb:abel Bluel o----
Lodg€ No. 191, takes a new charter Jan. 22, li873--Another severe snow 
under the name -0f Platte City Lodge, storm. The winter was s·o eold that the 
·No. 15-0'4. pea·ch trees were killed. 



HISTORIC INVENTORY 
1. No . 64 

4. Present Name(s) 

2. County 
Old Opera House (Montag e Shop) 

Pl a tte : 5. Other Name(s) 

3. Location of Negatives Elijah Cody Building 

6 . Specific Location 

404 Main 

16. Thematic Category 

17 . Date(s) or Period <t3 
183'4 

City or Town If Rural , Township & Vicinity 18. Style or Design 

Weston 
8. Site Plan with North Arrow 

Main 

U Coordinates UTM 
Li:i l. 
Lony . 

t-3 
~ 
0 s 
~ 
(/) 

19 . Architect or Engineer 

20 . Contractor or Builder 

21 . Original Use, if apparent 

22 . Present Use 

commercial 
23 . Ownership 

24 . Owner's Name & Address , 
if known 

25 . Open to 
-1(-) _______ S_it_e_r-·1 ______ S_t_r_u_c_t u_r_e_l_l-u Public? 

Publ ic I I 
Private K1 

Yes I I 
No I I 

Building I I Object I I 26 . Local Contact Person or Organization 
~----------.------------
11 . On National Yes I I 12 . lslt Yesl l 

Register? No I I Eligible? No I I 27. Other Surveys in Which Included 
~----------+-----------· 14 . District Yes I I I :1. Part of Es tab . Yes I J 

Hist . Dist.? No I l Potent'!? No I l 

15. Name of Established District 

42. Further Description of Important Features 

4'.I History and Significance 

44 Description of Environment and Outbuildings 

45 Sources of Information 

28 . No . of Stori es 

29 . Basement? Yes 1 1 

No 1 1 

30 . Foundation Material 

31. Wall Constru c tion 

32 . Roof Type & Mi:i terial 

33 . No . of Bays 
Front Side 

34 . Wall Treatment 

35 . Pl ~ n Shape 

36 . Changes Addition I I 
(Exp lain Altered I I 
in #42) Moved i I 

37 . Condition 
Interi or 

- -· ---- --

Ex ler1o r - .. ------· ------ -

38. Preservation Yes I I 
Underway? No I I 

39 . Endangered? Yes I I 
By What? No I I 

40 . ·Visible from Yes I! 
Public Road? No l 1 

41 . Distance from and 
Frontage on Road 

46 . Prepared by 

Nanc B. Breme 
47 . Organization 

OHP 
48 . Da le 49 . Revision Oat e(s) 

SW-AS-036-071





. . 

. . . ~R ~{3,wYJL ·, 
~ITSSOUHI STATE PARK BC•l\.RD - STATE HIS~C~t;CAL SURVEY(c:~ a 

- ARCHITECTUEfA L SITE n~ff;CTimI. LIST . _, ·q t.(r~~J 
Weston, Missotu'i· / ~ }~rch-April? 1971 1_· Cl, ~ . · ' 

-~MA l '6lf~ 0 . -. ... -~~-·-~ 
-- , • -· . 'I 

Io Site location- 1. who is t~ner of this property? · - ,__ 

-2. who resides here(if different fro~.1~ii~~;:;~~~~~ 3; street address of this property: 
4o common historical r-ame of building? - _ 'ft; 
5. how long have you _ownedQ=! as~ this building)? ., 7 ~ · 2-ht._ 

4t f ~~ ilmiP< u H I 'IQ I 
II o please Jri:lp' · your properJliY on the reverse of this sheet, showing: 

lo all structures and out-buildings 
2 o fo1mda tions of remo.,.red structures 
3o ·roads, stree.ts and driveways 
4. walkways and paths 
5o fences 
6. wells and cisterns 
7o current property boundaries 

IIIo Exterio1 .. design of your building: 

IVo 

Ao frame building(wooden timber~-fr.'.lmed) 
1. type of wood . 
2o size of av~rage timber 
Jo in-terfill (clapbcards, asbestos sheeting, alun:inum siding, e ' 
ho how are the tiFbers joined? 

a )mortise and tenon: a space holloued--out in a timber anc 
· ~ _+- shaped to fit an end of another tirrbero 
~\, b)dovetail: a series of wedges in and end of a timber 
~ d~signed to interlock with notches or grooves in anothf 

, 1.~J;·-'~ timber end. 
,,..,- . . ~spike, naj_l, screw 

" --aJwooden pegs 
· e)nut and bolt o 

5ofinish of sheeting: paint, stain, natur~l, etco 

'""' Bo Brick building 
lo arrangem~nt of bricks(please n:<lke a snB.11 sketch of part of t 

wall) 
2. color ~ . AA 
3 .. size of t~tm-c*brick-~ ~ ,.._'r.A c.~ ~. 
ho manufacturer's stanp- if any-7\.....o 
5. evidence of being h2ndmado. 
6. extent of origin.al brickwork reir.a inine-tlQ_ 

Co Stone building 
lo are st ones a1 .. ra r~ged in eTren 
2o colo:c of stione.~..u.i 
). type of stoneJ 
L.~ ex-ce nt of origina 1 s tone:-:o:c l-: rerr:ainine "_. ~ 
5 d . . " . . I\ J (/ /.( . , I II 

, _ o . J.n1ensums Cil avcr 2gc stone)'?.,,'/. 'b Y,, --b ~ 

6 0 type of m~r -~c. r usecl(cla y ar!d h3ir, cen:;Jnt, etco)-Ciq~~ 

Cpenir:20 (do ors e11·1iri.dc~,rs , etco)., Ple~s~ or.1i t ~:1;: d0rn d oors or recently rr:pkc2cl.) 
lo doorst,yle: a ~nelcg) b )plcJ in- sl0 b door] c)b c~rd and batte 

d) 11 Z11 ~~frar:.:-:? r.:; ·Ln for c1~ ;~:ent .J 

2o C.e[:cripticn: a)nu-Z"h,f:I of . r: ~1y~)-~, ~)door thickness, c).:i pproxo 
heJ_gLu ani:..1 1-:iatn er c;8cn door" 



-? ... 2. J'leston architectural s_urveyo (please fill :.. 

3 0 door:.hard1·;are(ple-::se cornplete only ~f hard.Fare is antique or 
. . knmm to be oriEinal) 

· ~~)hand-forged hinges, b)cast hinges, c)strap hi!1ges 
~Cl::, O U d)modern "butt" hir:.ges, e)hand-m2de lee~, f)rr.3nu.factured 

U . ~·"~""''"~ . g)type: latch, press-locls? bolt, h)manufadurer(if known 
VV'-"""~(J -,--~ ~ • 

4. window type: 
a )double-hw"'1g( standard sa,sh wi~ndo1 ... Ts 

1

) -~-- ~J, II (JI;-,/\ 

b )caseJilent _ l\./'-V, '-

c )bay windows 
d)do these windows have shutters? ~fore they here ·1-;hen yol 

bought the property? how are they hinged? 

5o window glass: a )"wavy' glass", b)modern reproduction of 11 -w--avy' 
glass, c)rnodern smooth glass, d)stained glass. 

J- V. Chiwneys- location: ?-~ ~ .::,,.. ~-~ 
a )centra 1, b )end, c) corner, d )chinney free~standing on interior 
of building, e)back of chinmey flush ·with inner surface of an 
interior wall, f)main body or chinmey encrlosed within the walJ ,_ 

3 ITT'\~~ g)nain body of chimney on exterior of building and abutting it • 
. _ ~ I CfY\. ~ ~ h)main body of chimney free-standing on exterior of building. 

1 . On 
Ae1 

description of chimr1ey cap- please sketch on lfeverse.___... ~ -
n1aterial of chinmey cap: a)Qrick, b)stol)e, c)other 

VIo Hardware, other than on windo"\·16., shutters and doors: 
a)what is it: 

VII: roof: type; 

b)where is it located: 

a)sheet 
e )tile, 

· ~~inJ~~~ 
metal, b)~shingles, c)asphalt shingles, d)slate, 
f)other 

VIII: ALTERATIOm lJ.-ihat lnrge modifications have been ir..ad.e 1-n the "old" original 
· ------· structure?(pleas0 explain briefly on back) 

2 )What rooms, walls, rooflines, etc", have been removed or 
added or altered?(ple3se explain briefly on back)o 

Pr aso rslrn a z-0ugh sketch of each floorpl;:m, and please ir:clude 
loC: 1iion of: ~~nd.~.-rn, doof't\a~'S and/t-~eir s:.JinfC\irz-e·ti n, pDr ,f"jions, 
chir.1n .... ~·s and r irep CJCes' I stairs 0 \ /,.,f' ~ . \ ~,.: :/ 

L · loorrs ... a) .ro ~hey '6rigirt~ l? h®t" ... of wo-_ , c ).':J_L i-'roxir: a7 
J wid.!2h.-nnd le~t.lY of n typic:}J_ boa:r-·d(if prigi:-31) 

d)floor support: be~ rr~s? joists? 

lU t(__,{-£Lcf) 

&,t_;(_,.?_... ? 
/ 
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rill play Platte County 
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ent at West Platte High 
1 the sports pages. 

~ 
nits may produce some 
30 p.m. Thursday, Jan. 
iled regular city council 

in the ring for a spot on the Smithville 
School District board of education. 
He joins incumbents Scott Holbrook 
and Ann Mallett, Helen Still, Patty 
Hart and Linda S. Miller in the race 
for the two positions to be filled. 

Three of the four candidates who 
had filed for city positions as of Tues
day morning are incumbents. Ron 
Van Winkle will seek re-election as 
mayor; Dan Baker as Ward ill alder
man and W.C. Pence as Ward I alder
man. Carol Shaffer has filed for the 
alderman position in Ward II. 

Jay v111rngnam was e1ecceu non
orary chairman of the committee. 
Dick Fletcher, a Smithville resident, 
is managing chairman. They have 
made presentations about the tax pro
posal to eight organizations·. 

The group hopes to pick up 
endorsements from cities and orga
nizations in the county, Shettles said. 
Boydston said they have been placed 
on the agenda for the next Smithville 
Board of Aldermen meeting 7 p.m. 
Thi.Irsday, Jan. 29. 

The need for expansion is shown 
by the number being housed in other 
facilities, according to Boydston. 

.a..v.a.. Y Y .a.a11..au..a.a.a ~· ~...., .... u..a.a~".a.a.a 

The Clay County Public Safety 
Building in Liberty may be named 
in honor of William S. Brandom, 
former Clay County prosecuting at
torney. 

Brandom served as prosecutor 
for 15 years from 1969 to 1984. He 
later completed a one-year unex

. pired term as the county's presiding 
commissioner. 

ing the establishment of bad check 
· and child support divisions in the 
prosecutor's office. 

The request is not related to the 
proposal to expand the jail and the 
law enforcement sales tax election 
Feb. 3, Boydston ·said. 

Brandom currently serves on the 
citizens' committee working to pass 
the sales tax. 

The new name may be approved 
by the county commission this week. 
The issue was scheduled to come up 
at the commission's Tuesday, Jan. 20 
work session. 

Interest has increased in the past 
week in a director's position for the 
Smithville Area Fire Protection Dis
trict. Curt Blankenship and Benjamin 
Westman have joined Charles D. 
"Doug" Lowe as candidates for the 
spot to be vacated when H \l}>ert 
Shuler's term expires in ApVL l j) " .(/. 

The number of inmates kept in the 

0 t1/J.(1tf P!S --:f: h'l S ; s 

Sheriff Bob Boydston requested 
the name change at a county com
mission meeting Jan. 12. Boydston 
said Brandom was respected for his 
contributions to the county includ-

Y1M k '1· ()Pe " use -

Fire district 

~~o lf'): 
\,i 

officials consider 
building purchase· 

Smithville Area Fire Protection 
District officials are considering 
purchasing a building to be used as a 
fire station. The former Smithville 
Lake Auto Clinic, situated in First 
Park on South 169 Highway, is of
fered for sale by owner Al Rollert. 

Approval was given by district 
directors at their Monday, Jan. 19 
meeting for Fire Chief Mark Ferguson 
to discuss terms with Rollert. 
Ferguson said he expects a decision 
could be made by the February 16 
meeting of the fire board. 

In other business, district officials 
agreed not to place-a sales tax pro
posal on the April 1998 election bal
lot. Such a proposition may be put 
before the voters at a later date, 
Ferguson said. 

WHERE THERE IS SMOKE there is often fire.-That was not the case at the ARC Thrift 
Store Friday afternoon, Jan. 16. Main Street was shut down for a short time while Smithville 
volunteer firefighters investigated the odor of smoke. Fire Chief Mark Ferguson said the 
smell was caused by a light fixture that was about ready to go out. This is not an uncommon 
occurrence, Ferguson said. The fixture was removed and taken outside to cool. No damage 
resulted, according to Ferguson. (Herald photo) 



Historic Missouri Theatres Questionnaire 

Historical Society of Polk County 

Does your organization have information about the following theatres? 

Opera House 
Viles Opera House 
Opera House 

Bolivar 

Humansville 

Is this(these) theatre(s) still in operation? 

Opera House 
Viles Opera House 
Opera House 

Bolivar 

Humansville 

yes_ _no __ _ 
yes -A-- no __ _ 
yes ____ no -t--

yes ____ no _'6.__ 
yes ____ no -L -
yes ____ no _ _x_ 

If not, does the building(s) where the theatre was located still exist? 

Opera House 
Viles Opera House 
Opera House 

Bolivar yes __ _ no __ _ 
yes _.l(__ no __ _ 

Humansville yes ____ no __ _ 

What other historic theatres were located or are currently located in your area? ___ Jl.n_!tl.£2. _______ _ 

Please check the specific types of information you have about theatres in your area? Please note any 
sources you think would be particularly useful for this project. 

books about specific theatres 

photographs 

newspaper articles 

-< scrapbooks 

_.,l:_ county or town histories 

other, please specify 

Do you have any information on which theatre or vaudeville circuit played in your area? 

_ _a, _~~-~-~-~--21-~ ,f3.t1.1~~ 
What days and times is your library open to the public? __ S~ __ :_ __ CJ_::-_ S:_= _, ______ _ 

~~c~~~~~------------
Who is the best person to contact for more information? ___ _J_ __ ~--~~~-------· 



Historic Missouri Theatres Questionnaire 

Putnam County Historical Society 

Does your organization have information about the following theatres? 

Hays Grand Opera House 

Is this( these) theatre(s) still in operation? 

Hays Grand Opera House 

Unionville 

Unionville 

If not, does the building(s) where the theatre was located still exist? 

Hays Grand Opera House Unionville 

.x yes ____ no __ _ 

yes ____ no _x _ 

yes ____ no -~ 

What other historic theatres were located or are currently located in your area? ---------------

Please check the specific types of information you have about theatres in your area? Please note any 
sources you think would be particularly useful for this project. 

books about specific theatres 

photographs 

newspaper articles 

scrapbooks 

county or town histories 

other, please specify 

Do you have any information on which theatre or vaudeville circuit played in your area? 

---------------------------------~------------------z:;--------------
Wha t days and times is your library open to the public? --W~-~l--~.A.d ____ _ 
--------~-------------------------------------------------------------
Can special arrangements b~ade for the library to be open at other times? 

Thank you for your assistance. 
Please return to: Becky Snider 1008 Sunset Dr. Columbia, MO 65203 



August 31, 1997 

Putnam County Historical Society 
Unionville, MO 63565 

Dear Putnam County Historical Society Representative: 

I am a graduate student in the Environmental Design Department at the University of 
Missouri - Columbia working on a PhD in Historic Preservation. My dissertation focuses 
on historic theatres, halls, and opera houses in outstate Missouri. I am attempting to 
compile a database of information about the. theatrical venues which have existed in 
1·1issm.&ri~ I am partktrlarly-interestetl 'in the theatre~ and opera 1ouses which still exist 
even if they are no longer functioning as a performance Sp'1;Ce. Eventually, I hope to 
produce a book about historic theatres in Missouri. 

In your area, I am aware of the following theatres and am interested in any additional 
information about them that you can provide: 

Unionville Hays Grand Opera House 

However, there may be or have been other theatres, halls, or opera houses in your area 
that I have yet to discover. I would appreciate your help in locating information about the 
theatres and opera houses in your area. I am enclosing a short questionnaire to help guide 
you to the type of information I am interested in obtaining. 

For your convenience, I have enclosed a self-addressed, stamped envelope for you to 
return the questionnaire to me. In addition, I am enclosing a small donation to your 
organization 

If your organization charges a fee for research inquiries, please advise me of the 
anticipated cost prior to beginning any searches. I can be reached by phone at (573) 443 -
3241 or you may simply send the information to me in the postage-paid enclosed 
envelope. 

Thank you for your assistance. 

Sincerely 

~~'£>~ 
Becky L Snider 
1008 S set Drive· 
Columb a, MO 65203 
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~Of;~RAilffnuspBUJ!Nj 
."-Fire -;Earl . ,;Thi1 Mom~~ 
c Building: ',OnV.:Northeast~~i,G,~~.O.mtj: 
·-. • :~ Squaret4nd _Causes· HeavyU>~~;._v :r 

· · age. One)farrow ·Escap,(t/ ~ j 
f( . .;;,~ '. --. /<J~V-

The 'old Hays Opera· House was 
destroyed by. fire about three .o~~lock 
this (Wednesday) morning, 'and · the 
home of Dr. F. R. Oberlag, ov,vned ·by. 
Dr. L. D. Thomas,' and the :.H. 'L. Hol-, 
.man Mere. ! Co." store building :>i:were ' 

._ greatly ·damaged. In. addition, the '. 
; household·,. goods ·and equipment ·of j 
the Oberlag home, and ~e "stock· of I 

· goods belonging to the Holman "Mere. I 
; Co. we:re also heavily . darna~d .. .,Also 
a large number of used cars, ~-l;>elong-·i 

,fog · to ' the Unionville Motor ·· .Com-.1 
pany :·and · storeq o_n the secon~ ··fio,orfj 
Of the I Hays bwldmg, 1as. we\l ... as ·tal 

• small l°e~taurant ·: stock ·"•Only -rece,ntly~ 
. .install~d ·by a . Mr. Bratton, · and · .. the1 
~ '.bowling 1alley equipment belonging -toi 
Mr. Frank ~Quail. were. destroyed. ·The; 

-tlotal los's .may exceed $20,000 accotd- · 
!ng to; hurried estima~s '· this : mo~·; 
mg. I ·. .· 

How the · fire originated · is · ' not 
... JmoWn • . Mr. Clovie ·stewart, · ·who: 
.:·was sitting up with Nova :Worl.ey',who' 
is ill, noticed the . smoke · rolling from 

"that corner of . the square . about ,th~e: 
o'clock, ·and hurried to ~e· :.telephone.l 

. office to -turn in· the' alarm. ; .He ·:. says.1 
· .t~at ·when he . P8:ssed · the_ :?u~lcU~g :-'on\ 
j his way:·to ·the· ... telephone-·: off~~e -,~er,e., 
.: was a• dense . pall · of smoke:rin \ the. 
~. street, • and he thought at the time\ it, 

was corning from t4he Holrnan ·~· Mere. 
' Co.· building. :When he ·"retUrned .. :·~~to . 
~ awaken the Ober lag family,' . an~ ·to, 
' call Mr."Holrnan the blaze seemed to 
· have · broken out and enveloped . the 
: -upper ·story of the old opera ,house-.: 

'l'he 'alarm soon brought· outl·a · large: 
· crowd, as v..:.ell as tq.e fire' department 
··with its ·apparatus. ,. There " was ""no 
i• hope [of ·saving' the Hays•,building: 
' when the fi re company . ·r~ached · .tjhe 
• scene, 1so· that its efforts were confi.11ed' 
. ..largely to saving ~he adjoi~ingf~~'''L;'. 
. Holman :Mere. Co. building, and --· the 
: home of Drs. Oberlag, as wel~ as· the 
•building .at the rear of·the Hays. build
. ing. · The work . ~one ;by the{fir~' poy~ 
... was of the . best "quality. Despite th~ 
. ·intense heat and: tjhe prox~~ity: . of the 
·fire they saved ·every adjoiriirig?· build

;· ing from catchin~ . fire seriously~ The 
~;. Oberlag .home, ' owricd · by ' Dr. · Thom-: 
:' a!3, yvas ext~emely clos~ ;_t:<> " ~~-~ · e4~t 
,. side of 00the ;. do-0rned "building; _;· but it 
:·would ; have ·almost · escape41 ·unscath· 
; ed had it ·not · been ·that · the ~ ee.st'.waU · 
£of the ·Hays · b~ilding ,· ~~ll!~upo;n}d~· 
rahnd . c~shed i :(;~he. ,'. .. ~~st_.~~i~~ ~. 9,fl,:i~~~ 

OU ~ · 
~: b:.1Dt , o~i-I~g~had~~ :v 

~
:r~~~~1t=~~~H~. ·wi·~1·u 
d~~1itlif~hi' tJgl.~th ~ . ~f'. ,r; .. ~; ~ 9. ~-"I' .• ~~. 
as~ ~ . .,u.i,s ~ .. entr,~ce ,:, 

I staHM.~~:.f all~:,crie r. , 
0 

J °'i!j· > 

t~.nlui»H an<l :ha--~aid 1.t~t;1 .. )(\W~;a~. 
i if a :buge ; blackl·'cl<md.:!.\was ·'l::conung 
~ above~ 1 hi.m; : · H~4.!'.he ':jumpea/;f,qt:;'.~~~e· 
~ope~ · · ~~:~wo~d ''.::· cert;ain~~~~l~·~X~ . ~ '.l)e~·1 
· ,caug:~~· '1nden, .. t~e ·\ bric~ and; ,· .i,;iqµe~. · 

nstea o~that,:t·h~""j~~~' o~ 

~Ji'm>.!~~~~~"Sffe~· .:y: -
t.t~~~h)~~ . . . 

.. : · ~ ~~~· · ·.· ~-:·b .. c~,\V1 . . . . . lllfifl. .. oi° ' . 'Yl'W~. 
~l*~U~ .. ~-~'!~~i , . , ~-~!it ·· ~ 
r.,~~a· [1"1~SI.:.' " .. ::Mf""".f. ' , ~ •e ... .. m "1.<l~ ·: . 

FIRE 
Pg 9 

: ~1 --.-, ...... r · , · ....... ~ , .... .... t,.· ... rr--.... - ;,:;:c. .. ">"" 

The· ·xront ·wall .~ also·Aelt," and ·,..it 
~ came downiwith~·a~ .. loud· crash; hurF 
~- ing ·: bric~ · pas.t.~~the ) ni.d4la,. .-0f' ;·. the 
: paving. ·: The· ?'.ear . Wa.U '.".was >left 
; standing, but 'it:. i~r ~~ared . that . ~less · 
~ this is .. :caused . to· .; fall ~ inside .' dt . may 
: faU · outside :: a.tid~~:.da~ge .. ·the-;. ~- small:. 

·:,' buildµtga. .. _.at ; :th,~.~~ rea.r::~;·.-.Mu~ :'·of .. ·~he i 
.! east " and .· .soutjh : walls:· ".are :, . .sta.ndingJ 
·t.yet, '. but.:~r~.-sections" 'fell .from ·.t'hern. 
The · heayY <brick · walL1 between' ·· ~thel 

.. do·?~e<l)f,~di~g, ~ ~~nd b~th_e ;q:;.Hol.~ ' 

. bUilding : 'saVe'd·:1-~ne-.: ,oontents .. of ., the 1 

._Holinan ·~i star~,. : fronl:' ~beihg· ; .d~_stfoye_d 
i:, py." · fire~'.?::~ ... The>".fire1X1;eri.; y.rere .·. · able ~: to 
.:. play.'_t~e · ~?se/?n.~~~ .... ~d. on· the; r~of 
:: Qf the ·~olman bui.ldmg' so 1.as .to .. rnm
!:\~mize (.: ~~ ~~ger 'of'.;fire. · / A,s · i~_" is, . 
· niuch · -water..: :~prenched ·the stock, es- ., 
·: pecially ~on : thi{·~st·', ~jde .i-O~:the·- store," 
·' and the .. rooms ,were .. ·filled .. with·, dust ; 
· and siooke •. -::·.·:~There. ·: 1$ ' . no ~ .. means .'· ' Qf. 

.. ·:knowing~ any.Whei:e ·· . . close· ,wll~t· >the\ 
damage.: has·''.. been ·ta ~this .:· stock ·· and · 

:,· Messrs .. H •. L:·Holman and Dana Flan-1 

; agan stated 'this morning" . .that' .".t,he ' 
-1'.store "'Would be .. closed ·until ·after the 
' insurance . adjusters i'have' come .•:: and: 
~ t~~ - ~a~11ge. es~mated. :·.;~s}p,i:~~al;J- \ 
:' lrwill:t1:eqwre :: a~ few. ; days. : .f · ·, · 
, , • ·•.' ' ' I \ ' 

, " .. The iunµt'\ll'e of. the: Oberlag, home . 
.. was .. badly damaged, and some · of it , . 
; was ·retnoved~ to : the - outsid·e.- ::Tbe'..west 
: 'side . of' thed 1ouse/ arid' ' the ·porch'~were· 
;'· crushed .,' by\ the fall: 'of .. brick ~:walls .. 
, ·Dr~ " O~~r~ag. · :':.~~ted •. ~~at. 1 ·. he . :would 
.resume bis :.practice m the -same place · 

i just RSJ~S~ri":.i as:: it( ~as:)possil:ile ' '.;tO I 
:'.move~_in: '.-f. .W.C?rkmen.'~were· already :at '. 
~- work.:· ~~-worning ,, cleailµig:·~· t.up · the . 
~". h'o:r;ne;iand1f~D.r/.r-;I?ioiri!s ·:' .~;x:p~cts , . to I 
:. restore:.;',the ·..:dam_ age'.~.t~the":~house .at 

once." 1 1~ <-:Z.4:};/,:·1'?.)-'y ~·,.. ~,. :·· . " . 
~: :; .A • Mr)Br.a~n~\:whO ~'..r~aid: to live 
~ at .01\ i:iear;.Sewal, Iowa~'-but .nw~.e re-. 
. · cently:. has been :·at 'Luc.eme··:had i rent- . 
. ed . one . of the '• rooms•· in' ,the~· burned 
building· ·for '. the puqjose · of\'putting . 
in a restaurant. He· had between ! $200· 
.and $250 "of stock and ~quipment : al~ 
: ready ihstalle<l, and had .expe~ted toi 
. open tonight • .. :-This :: was )~ destiroyed,; 
and it is under~~ooq J;i.e.i; h,ad ,;tjp:' ins~r~J 
anc.e. ·Mr~" Quail had noll' insurance . on: 

:his bowling · - equipment;{~~ted ... t~ere~ ·. 
. •:·,!!'he Hays· building 1iis .. said~ to .~ have 
;,been -owned .. by 'a .bank .at Stover~' Mo .. 
~ At· ··on~ ·.' .tim~}th~~:i~was-~· $4,000 '.'insur--. 
.. ance ' -cameo. \ on~ it .. foca,Ily( ·but;:;.half\ of; 
;,"t:Jlis h'ad~~~n:_' ~anc~JJ.e~~~ ~p~ug~: 'it ._;is~ 
understood '. th.at:· '·the!tbank·":b;ad ·1.taken l 

~.~~t at' !~e~s:t''.'th~~~ach;)g81~ ,~~o~g~J 
,a Stove1i agency .... The .• us~d -~~i;$ ., b~. 
;.Iongii:i~ · .. io:-.·t~.~~:.y~9.n \tj!l~~z1do.~r? ·G<?·! 

. i we.re."! imSured( .. ln .l:~a w:·rec1pii<'>calf>ansur-:l f atlc~ :·cQnl~Y; ·~b~t \:just ~.novr.~}titere· ~is~ 
~·i:io~ ~.~mute~~~w1e:dg.~t ~:to' 1iow 0µiucaj 
t this _.msµJ'.8,nc~ifmounts!,:to. , !!'he, : Hol-: 
li'man.\ Mere~~,~. · · ~iilld.in'g,;~1·iariQ.~~~fio~k~ 
Rwer~ 1J>o.th~insured;;fpediiips\~!loiig~h· :.."l;. () ~ 
~cp:v~r~'. '~~; )9~~s~·;')\ati~!.~r;'£!\Q~l\l 
,._ca~ -~pie-~. ~a11~e ;,ron:·.; Jill(~: ho.use·,. 
=-~~10~~3'~!\g.:~~c;l.~~ ·oQQf"on) .· · ·: 
' ., ~.~~J>JAWU ::i.J.". . .. 



Historic Missouri Theatres Questionnaire 

Ralls County Historical Society 

Does your organization have information about the following theatres? 

New London Opera House New London 
Perry Opera House Perry 
~o ~e-r-i-~ ~~rr\<# 
Is this(these) theatre(s) still in operation? 

New London Opera House 
Perry Opera House 

New London 
Perry 

yes ____ no --:-/ ~ v"' ~· (} - (\ 
yes ___ no--::: ~ 
yes ____ no .1::;/'"_ 
yes ____ no _Jd_ 

If not, does the building(s) where the theatre was located still exist? 

New London Opera House New London yes ____ no ___ , 7 
P~a House~~ ~ ye:>~- no __ _ 

What other ~theatres were located or are currently located in your area? ----------------

Please check the specific types of information you have about theatres in your area? Please note any 
sources you think would be particularly useful for this project. 

books about specific theatres 

photographs 

newspaper articles 

scrapbooks 

county or town histories 

other, please specify 

Do you have any information on which theatre or vaudeville circuit played in your area? 

What days and times is your library open to the public? ~-~~ra----------

Can special arrangements be made for the library to be open at other times? 

Who is the best person to contact for more information? ------------------------------· 
~~ t-31Y- ~':}- l- ~rs-7~ 
\ d... 7 <.-. Pe..z, u_e ho . ha..../\,~ 
F eWv+n n., k,o L. ~ o d. ~ 

Thank you for your assistance. 
Please return to: Becky Snider 1008 Sunset Dr. Columbia, MO 65203 

Ku.+tJe.ch- Luc~ h<L~ 
fL I 
Jh,fj\ ~tJ b\. It~, lVvl5 L 1 ~ 

l-'~/~ .__J b J 3-../~ ~ 



August 31, 1997 

Ralls County Historical Society 
P.O. Box 252 
Perry, MO 63462-0252 

Dear Ralls County Historical Society Representative: 

I am a graduate student in the Environmental Design Department at the University of 
Missouri - Columbia working on a PhD in Historic Preservation. My dissertation focuses 
on historic theatres, halls, and opera houses in outstate Missouri. I am attempting to 
compile a database of information about the theatrical venues which have existed in 
Missouri. I am particu1arly interested ii1 the theatres and opera houses whkh still exist 
even if they are no longer functioning as a performance space. Eventually, I hope to 
produce a book about historic theatres in Missouri. 

In your area, I am aware of the following theatres and am interested in any additional 
information about them that you can provide: 

New London 
Perry 

New London Opera House 
Perry Opera House 

However, there may be or have been other theatres, halls, or opera houses in your area 
that I have yet to discover. I would appreciate your help in locating information about the 
in your area. I am enclosing a short questionnaire to help guide you to the type of 
information I am interested in obtaining. 

For your convenience, I have enclosed a self-addressed, stamped envelope for you to 
return the questionnaire to me. In addition, I am enclosing a small donation to your 
organization 

If your organization charges a fee for research inquiries, please advise me of the 
anticipated cost prior to beginning any searches. I can be reached by phone at (573) 443 -
3241 or you may simply send the information to me in the postage-paid enclosed 
envelope. 

Thank you for your assistance. 

Becky Snider 
1008 Su set Drive 
Columbia, MO 65203 



MISSOURI OFFICE OF HISTORIC PRES-RV 
ARCHITECTURAL/HISTORIC INVENTORY SURVEY FORM 

I. NO. 4. PRfUHT LOCAL NAME(5) OR OE51GNATION(S) -~ 

4 
b 
s 

NL 10 
2. COUNTY 

R ;:i l l c 5. 

3. LO CATI OH OF 
NEGATIVU MHTD S11rvPv' R, Pl ;:i r c 

8 . 3P!Cl'1C L!Q'°5 f-40CATIOH 
TOWN!HfP RAHG!~5ECTION 
IF CITY OR TOWN, STREET ADO RESS 

Fourth Street 
7. CITY OR TOWN IF RURAL, VICINITY 

New London 
I. DESCRIPTION OF LOCATION 

abutting brick commercial 
uildings on Southside of 4th 
treet, just east of Main Street 

4 Sma 11 Stones 4th Street 
OTHER NAME (S) 

16. THEMATIC CATEGORY 

17. OATE(S) OR PERIOO 

l~tP lQth-0~~111 ?n~h ~~-~ .. ~ .. ., ~ 

~"" J 
18. STYLE OR DESIGN 

vernacular Victorian 
19. ARCHITECT OR ENGINEER 

20. CON TRACTOR OR BUILDER 

~· ORIGINAL US(, IF APPAAE;NT 
ommercial Retail stnrPc 

22. PRESENT U9£ 

Same or abanrlnnPrl 
23 . OWNERSHIP PUBLIC ( ) 

PlttVATE:( X) 

24. OWNER'S NAM! AND ADDRUS 
IF KNOWN 

9 . COORDINATES UTM 

LAT 

LONG 25. OPEN TO PUBLIC? YES( ~ 
10. SITE ( ) STRUCTURE( ) HO( . , 

BUILDING f y ) 09JECT ( ) 
I\ 

28. LOCAL CONTACT P!fnON OR ORGANIZATION 

11. ON NATIONAL YES ( ) 12. IS IT YES( ) 
REGISTER? [LIGIBLE? NO( ) NO(., ) 27. OTHER SURVEYS IN WHICH INCLUDED 

I\ 
YES( ) 13. PART OF ESTAB. YES ( ) 14 . DISTRICT 

HIST. DISTRICT? No cX > POTENTIAL 1 NO ( ) 

15. NAME OF ESTABLISHED DISTRICT None Known 
NA 

42. FURTHER DESCRIPTION OF IMPORTANT FEATURES 

2nd Building from corner was a movie theater in 1917' buildings 
to east of it not shown on 1917 map 

43. HISTORY ANO SIGNIP:ICANCE 

44. DESCRIPTION OF ENVIRONMENT ANO OUTBUILDINGS 

~ -. . . ...... 

45. SOURC!9 OF INFORMATION 

MHTD Surveys and Plans Division 

-

28. Nu . OF STORfE~ I 
29. 8.A5~EHT? YES ( ) 
unknown NO( ) 

30. FOUNOATIOH MATERIAL -
rlchl~~ m~c~n~11f ?.f---

!I. WALL CONSTRUCTlo'N' • 

Brick 
!2. ROOF TYft! MO MATUtl~ -

Flat·RnllPrl A'nh~lt 
:n. NfJ. OF IAYS -

FRONT SIDE 

!4. WALL TltUT ... T 

35. PLAN SHAP!R e c t an a u 1 a r 
38. CHANGES ADDITION( ) 

(EX?LAIN IN 
ALTERED( NO. 42) ) 

MOVED( , 
37. CONDITION 

INttRIOR unknown 
EXTErttOA fa j r: 

38. PRE~RVATION YES( ) 
UNDERWAY? 

HO ( J 
39. ENDANGERED? YES( ) 

BY WHAT? 
NO <x . 

40. VISIBLE FROM 
PUBLIC ROAD 7 

41. DISTANCE FROM ANO 
FRONTAGE ON ROAD 

PHOTO 
MUST 

BE 
PROVIDED 

Attached 

46. PREPARED BY 
David Crampton 
47. ORGANIZATION 

YES( 

NO(X 

_R_E_T-URH--T-H_l_S_F_O_RM--WH-E_N_C_O_M_P_L_E_T_E_O_T_O_: _O_F_F_l_C_E_O_F_H_l_S_T_O_R_IC_PR_ES_E_R_V._:A_T_IO-N---:_M_H_T_D ______ _ 

P.O. BOX 178 498/. 202AT/E8J49. REVIS·- ION DA" IP: AOOITIOHAL SPACE IS N!!D!O.l ATTACH 
!!>.-PARAT! SHEET(S) TO THl5 FORM 

JEFFERSON CiTY, MISSOURI 6CU02 
PH. 314- 781- 4098 

I 

I 

SW-AS-036-072



Four Small Stores 
Fourth Street 
New London, Missouri 
Late 19th Century 
Early 20th Century 

NL-10 



f'4etvtdOi(lh ~ 
Historic Missouri Theatres Questionnaire 

Huntsville Historical Society 

Does your organization have information about the following theatres? 

Semple Opera House Huntsville v yes ____ no __ _ 

Is this( these) theatre(s) still in operation? 

Semple Opera House Huntsville ~ yes ____ no __ _ 

If not, does the building(s) where the theatre was located still exist? 

Semple Opera House Huntsville yes _ __L_ t; _ V _ ..;t/,e. ~~ tJ.,, 

What other historic theatres were located or are currently located in your area? ------------~ 
----- -- ------~-~-u!.~-~~--~~~ • ..:,__ ___ _ 
--- ---- =-·~t:t.~~j~~ltk~ 
Please check the specific types of information you have about theatres in your arear= note any ~ 
sources you think would be particularly useful for this project. 

books about specific theatres 

photographs 

'f' newspaper articles 

scrapbooks 

county or town histories 

other, please specify 

Do you have any information on which theatre or vaudeville circuit played in your area? 

___ &!_~~--------- ------~-------------.=------------
What days and times is your library open to the public? --~~ -~--.5_p_"""">7l -=-~-=-----
~..l!:2z! L.--------------------------------------------------------------------
Can special arrangements be made for the library to be open at other times? 
--~ =~-m::...2.2"L,,3j ~ Jf:..._..!'!2__fj_~_;t/ 2-_'£.Y rf. _______________________ _ 
Who 1s the best person to contact for more information?~-~ --1l::!.. ~ -~· 

~a-n.-~~ ~ ~ &r\_ ~~~.a.-
u.-~'-!ff k~ ~P. _~~-~L-L 

l:, ~~~dud-~ ~~~ik, 
;# L n ;t4(,,., ~ 9'/n. -- - x ~ ..::-?- • ti ~ ~,,,,, r~ T ~ 
~-_J., -;d,,,'~ ~ /f'~t>'s. /Ah~/,~~~~~ 
Thank you for your assistance. ~~ ~ ~ 
Please return to: Becky Snider 1008 Sunset Dr. Columbia, MO 65203 ~~ ~ ,#~ ~~ .. J...~Jt::~JL 

~. 





HUNTSVILLE, MISSOURI 
Founded 1821, Incorporated 1829 
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Historic Missouri Theatres Questionnaire 

I Randolph County Historical Society 

Does your organization have information about the following theatres? 

Apgar's Opera House 
Halloran' s Opera House 
Hegarty's Opera House 
Higbee Opera House 
Semple Opera House 

Moberly 

Higbee 
Huntsville 

Is this( these) theatre(s) still in operation7 

Apgar's Opera House 
Halloran' s Opera House 
Hegarty's Opera House 
Higbee Opera House 
Semple Opera House 

Moberly 

Higbee 
Huntsville 

yes ____ no ___ µ/'6Y»'~~ 
yes_~ no ___ ~ 
yes ____ no __ _ 
yes ____ no __ _ 
yes ____ no __ _ 

yes ____ no _k: 
yes ____ no _l:_'.,.,. 
yes ____ no _ / /_ v · yes ____ no _!:::::./ 
yes ____ no -JL_ 

If not, does the building(s) where the theatre was located still exist? 

Apgar's Opera House 
Halloran' s Opera House 
Hegarty's Opera House 
Higbee Opera House 
Semple Opera House 

Moberly 

Higbee 
Huntsville 

? yes ____ no __ _ 
' yes ____ no _J.--_ 

yes ____ no _r-: 
'"? yes ____ no ___ _ 

yes ____ no ..J.,.L:::'_ 

What other historic theatres were located or are currently located in your area? ----------------

Please check the specific types of information you have about theatres in your area? Please note any 
sources you think would be particularly useful for this project. 

books about specific theatres ---------------------------------------

photographs ---------------------------------------------
newspaper articles 

scrapbooks 

county or town histories 

other, please specify 

Do you have any information on which theatre or vaudeville circuit played in your area? 

What days and tim~your library open to the public? JJ:lL..~...LtJ...:.::_'2_:__~4:_w+__bl:t,~-

~~:!1ai~;:~::~:!~~~~~~~~;r~~~~--;e-~~:~~ ot~~;~:e~~------------------
--~~---------------------------------------------------------------------~ 
wif6 is the best person to contact for more information? ~__.Lf!_MJ..c~~--~.:>-3.3Di. l 

Thank you for your assistance. Please return to: Becky Snider 1008 Sunset Dr. Columbia, MO 65203 



• • •• t 

Mr~tl"oe ·Haines, owner of the . _will be tom down;_ ished in · Feb~ary,. 1884 · ·~nd is· ch~s-were all specially d~ign-
. buildllg, housing Thogmartin's lea~~ a. ?ne-story building. the p.roperty of <;1farles Sernj,ie~, ed a~d .ordered from St. Lo~ 
-·~~-.. !Jle ._~t SboP, will ~~~~-th 0~~ parapet wall ~t has ~frontage of 42 ·feet on by. ~5.Jolul:N. Ta~lor Furnitilre. 
rem~~ , tlie upper· fioor o[ tIJe -"'1ll-1Je_even ·wim the secold ~uf't' ·square>ahd •is 90 ' f~t ·Co.~m HlmtSville: .~: ·~.:--... -.~: -, 
buildi!1,8, which is known as the floor ~~~w ~- · ·deep Wtth a '19 foot 'ceiling~· ·· • :· - ·. ~ny were the operas,. plays; 

, ~pfe·ppera. House and place :~e -~ ~ J:>e re~ov~ ~ ~e .lower part o£ the building ~e _talen -.staged in the ~ early 
· a roof' qn the fii-st floor struc- . a la 11 ·smooth copmg. will be JS divided ipto two store 1'00IDS\ 1900s· ·- .with talent . from New 
"". ~· r... . . · , .J. ~ o:er ~e _top of the_ wall. .e~ch 21 by ~ fl . , .. (_· ~· ~Ork7 _ St~ 'Lo~, . and-. bhi.cago, 

:Workmen are at present' plae- ·:--.·~. ThJS. -wt~ el11D1na~ a historic ·The stage is 42 feet wide by • ··andse.veral ballS helcJ:here were· 
•ing the roof structure over the ~~c~ .m H_~~e, but land- f~t d~p and is sui>plied with · ~g@d with much fine~, with 
first floor ceiling, an4'will con- m~~~ .must give way ,to pro- drop '· curtain$' . aiid ·fly-- ·~estr~. }rilpo~d ,from Kan-
struc a new .roof over'ftie area gress-. "'. · · . .. · . Which are done in . the· be&t: :Of. ~ City~ . ._and the hand painted 
~fol"t' 'the deniolition ol , the up- .SEMPLE OPERA HOUSE-., s~.~~- art. . -,, I ~ , ~; ~ .~ •• _. ei;~ved ,invitations wer~ m~ . 

. ~ fioor ~ sta~ted:.: · . ..· (TakeD' from History . of Ran- : nre: building is a ~-~t . soUght _~. .· 1.· • , _ 

. After tlut ne roof bas • been dolp~ and ~aeon Counties 1884} t.o Huntsville.. · 4 •• : • _ • t'l'he ·present owner of the build':" 
~P~ !;be -~ floor . ~ eleg!'nlb"iJ~ing: was .fm- . '.l'he '-~~ti,n( ""':~· ~ ing _iS .TOe)llliens. _ > . -, 

- I .. • • _,. "' •/ 1 ~ ·., .., • .;. 'f. o ; ttf-~ .. 1._ ""f ~ 
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1\tobe rlr j,3 blessed with as cozy artd cc mfortabl e a th eat r e n !-: 
could •be devised for its needs . The Hallornn was built al a~ ex
pense of some $30,000 and ls locn led In thf' l1Part of the buRrn <'cr.:> 
(ll il trlrt of HN'<l Rlr<>PI.. Mr. P . Jlnllornn, th" nwnrr ntHl 111n11ngN, 
IA n gc nlnl nncl hu s lllng )Jurveyor to the pu!Jllc nmu H 1~11·nt and hns 
made a study of the likes and dislik es of his patrons with the result 
that pa cked hou es attend any performance that is guaran~eed \"ly M.r. 
l Ialloran . The building is of brick and stone, with an au
ditorium and balcony capable of seating I, 100 people . The arrange
m e nt of the boxes is one of the most con,·enlent and novel in th ea tre 
building. The stage, forty feet deep, sixty-six wide and sixty high, 
gl\· s am!ple room for the la rg st attracttom-1. Th re are pl nt.v of 
dress ing rooms and the. equlpmeht Is morl rn with all the latest 
noY e lt les and necessities known to s t agecral t. A few of the At
t ra ctlons played are, "Peggy From Paris," "The Glngerbread,.1'\!an,·• 
Bertha Kalick, •LThe Land of Nod," "\Vizard of Oz,'' "Parsifal, ' The 

~.!'·~ $, ) ~ · 

HAJ.Jl,ORAN'S 

TllRATRI~ 

ANU 
AIRDOl\m 

- -_..,-----.--....., 

Lion and the Mouse," " San Toy," " Babes in Toyland, .. 
Nat 1\1 Wills, " Th e :\t e rr y Widow," etc. Mr. Halloran 
also controls the Airdome, a s um me r amusement resort. 
with permanent stage and autlitorinm. with the .blue sky 
roof, capruble of sealing l ,500 pe ople. During the sum
mer months stock reper t oir companiei:; or re1rntatlon play 
two week stands to crowded ho ·rner:;. The bill posting 
plant run In connection with th e other enterprises consists 
of 2,500 running feet of board built of steel and matched 
lumber. 

1t wiis In 1903 that the theatre loo c on a 
new look here, It ~·118 ti en that Pat Halloran, 
astute businessman, and for many years a 

part of the Hegarty Opera House management, 
became a more prominent figure In the local 
world of show business. Ile opened his own 
theatre, which carried on its marquee this 
sign: "Halloran Theatre, Mr, P. Halloran, 
Prop." It was bu!lt at a cost of $80,000 and 
the opening of the new show house, si"<ty
three years ago, was truly a gala affair. It 
took place on December 14th, wftb seats 
at five and ten dollars each, and reservations 
were made by the drawing of names, The 
offertng waf!! "Peggy from Paris", and the 
costuming of the cast was no more elaborate 
than the dress of the local viewers, for the 
order of the evening wile formal dress for 
the audience I The fashionable women of the 
day carried flowers, and two beautiful young 
socialites, it ls reported, who dressed In l~ve.:. 
ly gowns and carrying long-stemmed Amer
ican beauties , stood nt the back until the last 
minute, Intending to make the most dramatic 
entrance of the evening, But just n fraction of 
a minute wns too much, and as they began 
their sweep down the aisle, the lights were 
suddenly dlmned for the opening curtain and 
they had to find the! r seats In semi-darkness I 

SaJd the special Christmas 1911 Edition 
of the Monitor, of the Halloran Theatre: "The 
theatre ls one of the largest and most expen
sl ve structures in Moberly, a two-story 
structure, modern from pit to dome ••• one of 
the few in Mfssourl affording ample 8tage · 
room and fly galleries and scenery dome for 
all scenery carried by the largest Eastern 
attractions ••• the electric equipment enables 
the manager to present sunlight, day1tght 
and moonlight effects and the management 
employs a large force of stagehands to handle 
the scenery. Among attractions were · t11e 
opening "Peggy from Paris", "Babes in Toy
land.," ''The Merry Widow", "Wizard of Oz': . 
"Gingerbread Man'' "The Red Mtll" "The 
Ros e Maid' ', "The' Lion and the M~use"f 

' "Parsifal", and Tolstol's "Resurrection", 

wlt)l the great Blance Walsh. Sco;ee of stare, 
evBri yet great names, trod the boards ln 
Moberly. There wae Hal Reid, father of 
screen star Wally Reid, Mre. Flake, Otle 
Skinner and Maude Durbin, James K. Hackett, 
DeWolfe Hopper, Louis Mann, Theodore 
Roberts, William Jefferson, Thomae 
Jefferson, Leslie Carter, Eddie Foy, Frank 
Mayo and Bertha KaUch. Boxing greats Jim 
Jeffries and John L. Sulllvan made appear
ances here also. Full orchestras were not 
always transported with these shows, usually 
the plnnfst and musical director traveled with 
them and made up an orchestra of local 
mueloi2ns. Mr. J. Will Fleming, Sr. recalls 
that he played trumpet for many of the musi
cal shows, and Victor Herbert operettas. 

Here the great of the day1s a.ctore and 
actresses emoted.through one-reelers, Mary 
Picldord and Owen Moore, and Florence 
Lawrence and King Baggot and J. Warren 
Kerrie:an among them. 

Shortiy litter opening Hailo~~n~~ Thep f 
impresario Pat Halloran built a sur 
theatre of impressive proportions, th., Alr 
dome, with a permanent etnge and auditorltun 
and the blue sky for a roof, seating 1500 

'people ~ He~e beneath the stare, stock com
panies with the oream of the natlon&.1 theatre 
played one-and two-week stands of mli.!'lcal 
and dramatic h1ts, wlthorowded houses night
ly. People from nelghborlng towns drove 
many miles in those horse and buggy days 
to enjoy the summer theatre. The Airdome 
was built where the Bell Telephone building 
now stands, but was later moved to a location 
on West Reed. 

It was ln August of 1913 that George W. 
Sparks, Sr. bought the Hllllota.n Theatre and 
r enamed lt the Sparks Theatre Company. 
A year later, on September 5th, 1914, the 
building burned. Mr, Sparks rebuilt Jt and 
re-leased lt to two seasoned theatre men, 
Messrs. Truitt and Corbett, and In 1915 
the new theatre was renamed the Grand. 
Another disastrous fire took the building down 
In November of 1925 and again ft was rebuilt, 
th ts time bv Geore:e W. SoArkA . . Tr . 



~ L. I) K 

~r 11e old in all things glve way to th< 
new. So Hegarty' s Opera House on North Clarl I 
Street gave way to the new commodious Ilnl· 
loran' s Theater located on Reed Street ii 
1903. Hegarty's opened in 1881 hy Fred War1 
in "The Virginian." Mr. Pat Carmody was th 
man ager. From that time until 1903 hundred 
of plays were presented ~t Ilegarty' s whic· 
in popular favor succeeded the Old Apgar' 



If Hega.ity1s ilnli, on the upper floor of fle~:i~~~ 
Grocery, ~ ,q~ tP 

Many theatricai activities of a home 
talent nature supplemented the Imported 
ehowe. The Railroad Employees' Llbrary 
was the moving power behind a Rallroad 
Literary Club which sponsored these per
formanceB, with the usual price of admis
sion 10¢. These were held In Hegarty's n.nd 
the Academy of Music, if the offerings grew 
too large for their club rooms. The name of 
Maude DurbJn, Moberly girl, who was later to 
be Mrs. Otis Sklnne:c, appears on the roster 
of these plays. Quite ambitious were the 
selections, with ShB.kespeare presented often, 



J.-Iistoric Missouri Theatres Questionnaire 

Ray County Historical Society and Museum 

Does your organization have information about the following theatres? 

Auditorium 
Mosby's Opera House 
Opera House 
Odeon 
Hardin Opera House 

Richmond 

Hardin 

Is this(these) theatre(s) still in operation? 

Auditorium 
Mosby's Opera House 
Opera House 
Odeon 
Hardin Opera House 

Richmond 

Hardin 

·~ yes --;;r- no __ _ 
yes_

7
no __ _ 

yes ____ no __ _ 
yes ____ no __ _ 
yes ____ no __ _ 

If not, does the building(s) where the theatre was located still exist? 

Auditorium 
Mosby's Opera House 
Opera House 
Ode on 
Hardin Opera House 

Richmond 

Hardin 

v yes ____ no __ _ 
yes_~no __ _ 
yes ____ no -V-, 
yes ____ no -~ 
yes ____ no __ _ 

What other historic theatres were located or are currently located in your area? -~----------

Please check the specific types of information you have about theatres in your area? Please note any 
sources you think would be particularly useful for this project. 

--i/7 books about specific theatres -------------------------------------

-? ::::;~;;h:ticles ============================== 
-v ::~:t:

0

:::own histories ========---===---==---=============---====== 
other, please specify 

Do you have any information on which theatre or vaudeville circuit played in your area? 

-------------------------------------,----i{~~-;;:;:y------------------

Wha~a ys and times is your library o~ J~ ~e public~~--~:: ~::_9_-_£'_f2..'14---
-~~~~ _tfka ,:t;±__L_5-~-------
can special arrangements be made for the library to be open at other times? 

~o ~the--;est-;e~so~o c~r ~re ~:r~rm~;i21iJ~_~-~~EG-l.d.~~~~~""""'~~,~.o.. 
Thank you for your assistance. Please return to: Becky Snider 1008 Sunset Dr. Columbia, 
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Office of Historic Preservation, P.O. Box 176. Jefferson Citv. Missouri 65101 

HISTORIC INVENTORY . 
I N11 

-----_______ ___. Mattingly Building 
·' l ily Ray 

5 Olher Name(~) 

_3_L_u_1_d-,,-o,-,-<-,,-_ N-,-.U-J-,,-vc-·~---------------1 Darneal Building, formerly W. H. Darneal Dry Goods -Co. 

6 Spcc1fu: l 01:a11on 

(Lot #96 Old Town) 
1·07 East Main Street 

t 6. Thernahc Category 28. No. of Stories 

--~~~~--=:-""='~----------JI 29. Basemen!'? 1- 12 17 Oatu(s) Of Pttriod 

CA 1880 

2 

30. Foundation Material 
-=-----==-------:-----::----:---:--:------m-:,~8-:S~ty~t-e_o_r~Oo~~-,g~n----------------1 Stone 

Victorian 31. Wall Construction 

-
1 C.11 y 111 T uwn II Aural. Township & V1c1111ly 

Richmond 

Side 

--------------:----------------in--9'-:-=-~~~---=-~-------------------· 19. Architect Of Engin"' .. Brick 
--=-=-U_n=k_n~o_w_n~----:::-~:----------------• 32. Roof Type & Metteuat 

20. Contractor or Builder - Fl at' Asp ha 1 t Tar 
.,__u_n_k_n_o_w_n ____ ~----------------_.33. No. or Bays 

21. Original Use. if apparent Front 2 
___ D_r_u_g~S_t_o_r_.e_. _a_n_d_O_p_e_r_a_H_o_u_s_e ___ _.. 3.c. wa11 Treatment 

22 Present Use Common Bond 

- N H ~i11L' Pldl'l With Norlh AltOW 

East Main t 
V) · 107 en c 

QJ "'O 0 en ,...- V) +.> 
QJ co +.> en c 
r- en cc ~ 
r- +.> >, c QJ •r- 0 
0 c - •r- U"'O ...c 

Yes X 1 ~ 
NO I . 

N/A 

Commercial & Residential (Upstairs) 35. Plan Shape Rectangle , u QJ en-o ltJ r- I-
u c r- .,.., •r-

...c ltJ "'O r- •r- ::::s 
+.> .,.., ~ ::::s c:( co 
~ "'O +-> co 
0 Cl:: 

~ (/') 

Ea s t Fr a-n k l i n 

...c 
+.> 
::::s 
0 

(/') 

23 Ownership 
Mrs. W. H. Darneal 
24 . Owner·s Name & Address. · 

ii known 

Public 1 ! 
Pri.vate )(I 

~ Co11tl11ndlcs UTM Mrs. W. H~ Darneal 
107 1/2 South College Street l di 

l dfllj 25. Open to Yes )(1 
----s-,-1t-: -! -, -------S-t-ru-c-tu_r_e_l _i - Public? During Business Hrs .No 1 1 

Eiu1lll111". Xi Ob1·ecl I 1 
___ ~·-----......--------------- 26. Loc~I Contact Person or Organization 

36. Changes Addition~ · 
(E11plain Altered · 

.~n 142) Mo11e<.J 1 

37 . Condition 
Interior Good 
Exterior Good 

38. Preservation Yes .. 
Underway? . .. Nox 

39. Endangered? Yes 1 1 

By What? No X ~On_-,...,~.~;~dl Yes 1 1 12. Is I: Yes 7\1 
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Ha~t Dist ? No y' Potent'!? ·No I 1 Public Road? No 1 : 

I!> Name of Established District 

., 
42 Furlher Descr!_pt1on of Important Features 

Tornado of 1878 destroyed most of the buildings on the square. Built 
about 1880. Front remodeled during the thirties. Two new apartments 
constructed on second floor in ·l978 where the opera house used to be, 
now a total of 3 apartments on second floor. Second floor front 
covered -with pressed metal, possibly dating . to period of buildings 
purchased by Darneal in 1916. 

•3 H1s1or~ 4ncl Su1ni1tcance 
See attached articles and excerpts from Abstract. 

-. 

<44 Oesc11"11on of Environment and Outbuildings 

Urban 

45 SC>urc.tfS ot. lnformalion Abstract 1n possession of Mrs. W. H. Darneal (widow of W. H. Darneal) 
THE RICHMOND NEWS, 4/20/78 and 2/9/78. 
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Alice Terry 
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RCHS & M 
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By Mary Ann Lowary 
There is to be a new apartment on 

Richmond's square, and if the new 
resident, whoever it might be, believes 
in ghosts, good entertainment may be 
in st_ore. For the ghosts who may hover 

WA lL FLOWERS: If these 
wallpaper flowers could talk, they 
could probably tell many stories 
uhout Richmond in ·the late rnth 
century. In intricate designs of dark 
blue, it will soon be covered in the 

in the area above the Mattingly.'s store 
are those of the theatre. 

The apartment, being designed by 
Mrs. Anna Rose Darneal and her 
daughter, Mrs. Alice Darneal Terry, 
will have incorpor~ted in its floor plan 

remodeling process going on the 
area of the 1880-built opera house. 
Two by fours have already been put 

· iii place over the wallpaper. [News 
photo by Mary Ann Lowary] 

• 
I 

part of an 1880 opera stage. 
One of the two one-bedroom facilities 

being built in the secortd-story area will 
contain the old stage, largely because 
removing it was "nearly impossible". 

"We (Mrs. Terry and contractor 
Herb Mansell) first thought we'd 
simply take out the stage but, when we 
got to digging into it, ·found that there 
was so much masonry and concrete 
underneath that it would be too much 
work and too expensive to remove it. 

"So,. we're going to build around it 
and use the stage for an elevated kit
chen and dining area. Actually, in 
retrospect, I think it will be more 
unusual this way." 

The end result will certainly be in-
' teresting. But perhaps more interesting 

has been the historical sleuth work done 
in tracking down the opera house's ha;:y 
past. 

Although many people seem to 
remember ·there was once an opera 
house there, not much, it seems, has 
been recorded about the 19th century 
facility. At least, not in one place. 

But Mrs. Terry is curious about 
historical things, especially in Rich
mond. Her father and grandfather 
operated businesses here for more than 
50 years -- many of those years as 
Darneal's Dry Goods store in the lower 
level of that building. 

With her help, and that of her mother, 
it's been possible to find and put 
together at least a sketchy history of 
the once popular Olympic Opera House 
of Richmond. 

Mrs. Darneal recalls she had "heard 
about" the opera house, built by the.late 
Dr. W. W. Mosby and his sons; but 
when she arrived here, it was no longer 
in existence. · 

A native of New Franklin, ~11rs. 
Darneal began visiting Richmond in 
World War I days, as a friend of Clara 
Woodson. Mrs. Woodson's husband was 
a former partner in a dry goods 
business with W. H. Darneal,, jr. A 
friendship, and eventually, a courtship, 
developed between Mr. Darneal and the 
young visitor from Howard county. In 
1916, they were married. 

"The only thing I can remember the 
upstairs being used for," she noted, 
·•was storage. 

"But once, before we were married, 
my husband have a dance up there in 
my honor." · 

By ·~hance, while looking for other 
information, an interesting social note 
was discovered in the March 9, 1916 
issue of The Richmond News: "About 
ten couples attended the dance given in 
the old Mosby opera house last Monday 
evening." Undoubteqly, that ·was 
"her" dance. 

Overhead, Mrs. Darneal recently 
pointerl out old fashioned electrical 
wiring where chandeliers had once 
hung. 

"At one time," she said, "there must 
have been three, but there were only 
two le!'t." 

Period wallpaper, with bo~dered- · 
designated areas for the fixtures, still 
remai~1 with its intricate design and 
dark colors. · 

The two fixtures which did remain 
were donated by Mrs. Darneal to the 
Ray county museum. J. A. Lester 
consolidated them to make one and it 
now hangs there in the Indian room on 
the second floor. 

Although she does not have first-hand' 
knowiedge of the opera house, she does 
have a tattered newspaper I clipping 
which referred to· it. 

The name of the paper, and its 
publication date are missing, but an 
apprm:imate construction date was 
given--·-and an enticing description. 

"Pil.~s of debris have been brought 
from the second story of the Darneal 
Dry Goods Co. within the past week and 
reminded some of the older' people of 
the dim past... · 

"That debris contained the stage of 
the opera house that was built about 
1879. Upon it many stc)rs appeared 
before the footlights, and some of them 
did not werar their skirts in a manner 
as abreviated as the young ladies do on 
the streets of Richmond these days, but 
the men folks went to investigate small 
matters like that anyway. 

"That building was erected by Dr. 
W. W. Mosby and sons, and the first 
floor was used for the drug store of the 
firm. ;~verything that could add to its 
attractiveness was there, the furniture, 
show cases, etc., being the finest that 
money would buy. 

"The opera· house over the store was 
furnished in metropolitan style--but it is 
now a thing of the p,ast, and has been for 
years, though the stage has just been 
removed. The floor space.upstairs is 26 
x 110 feet and will be used for carpets, 
rugs, etc." 

GLITTERING REMNANT OF THE 
PAST: This chandelier was con
structed from parts of two which 
survived from the old Olympic. J. A. 
Lestel' did the craftsmanship after 
Mrs. Anna Hose Darn«:>al donated 

The story's sub-head indicated that 
the drug store had florished "about a 
half century ago", which probably puts 
the undated newspaper in the vicinity of· 
1930. 

(Continued on. page .8) 

the fixtures to the Ray county 
museum. Long pieces of mirros line 
the inside of the- fixture, which ht•lp 
reflect the light. It now hangs in tht' 
Indian room at tht• museum. I Nt'WS 

photo by Mary Ann Lowary I 
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The Farris Theatre 
The Story of Ray County's Opera House 
The following was adapted 

by Pete Maher from an article 
written by Mrs. Clara 
(Weary) Chenault for the 
Thursday, December 17, 1970, 
edition of The Richmond 
News. It provides a compre
hensive, personal glimpse of 
the historic Dougherty Audi
torium/ Farris Theatre of 
Richmond, Ray County, Mis
souri. 
(Hazel Dougherty Boucher of 
Florida, also, contributed to 
this article.) 

There is no business like 
show business. 

Comedy and tragedy -
the two are wedded for bet
ter or worse. They go 
through life and, therefore, 
the theatre, hand-in-hand, 
trailing offspring in their 
wake; farce, melodrama, 
satire, ballet, burlesque, op
era, and hoedown. 

On October 2,· 1855, in 
Franklin, Kentucky, a red
headed, blue-eyed boy, a 
seventh son, opened his 
eyes to see the world for the 
first time. He was named 
Samuel E. Dougherty. 

He laughed, cried, 

The Dougherty Auditorium, circa 1901 

played, fought, and 
dreamed as most boys do; 
but his dream came to be 
that there was gold in the 
west to be had for the ask
ing. 

Attaining his majority, 
this young Irishman could 
stand it no longer and, in 
the early 1880s, left for the 
gold fields to seek his for
tune. Evidently, his 
lephrechaun kept him good 
company as he landed in 
Colorado; fpr, in no time at 
all, Dougherty found his 
pot of gold. 

His was one of the first" 
finds in the Cripple Creek 

area. He named his find 
"The Isabella." 

From this ore he smelted 
and made a ring for a 
bonny lass he had met 
while on his trek over the 
rugged mountain trails. 
Melinda Earles and Samuel 
Dougherty were wed in 
1886. 

About this time, in 
· Huneston, Iowa, a black- -
haired boy entered the 
world. ~His name was 
Franklin G. Weary, a second 
son. How the paths of this 
young Dutchman and this 
wandering Irishman would 
cross were left for fate to re-



Dougherty in the Colorado Gold Fields 

veal. 
Cripple Creek, essentially 

a mining camp at the time, 
was a rowdy place, unsafe 
for a decent woman. Soon 
the Doughertys moved to 
Cole City, some 20 miles 
distant. Here they began a 
family when two daughters 
were born, Anna and Ha
zel. 

But the mine which 
young Samuel had opened 
soon began to founder be
cause he lacked funds to 
develop the property. 

In 1892, Dougherty 
struck a deal with a mining 
corporation, taking half the 
value of the mine in cash 
and the other hall in stock. 

Dougherty was once 

more prospecting, this time 
for a new home for his fam
ily. 

In the interim, his parents 
had come to Ray County, 
Missouri. Dougherty vis
ited and liked it so well he 
decided to make it "his 
town". In 1893 he and 
Melinda purchased a beau
tiful. brick home with a 
wide lawn and 120 acres. 
(The site of the former 
Dougherty residence was 
located just east of the cur
rent Business 10 and Busi
ness 13 highway east of 
downtown Richmond. The 
location is approximately 
the location of the mis
spelled Daugherty Street.) 

"Six large maple trees 

lined each side of the front 
walk; an orchard was in the 
back, and a row of low 
branching cedar trees on 
the east, screening off a 
view of the stables, barn, 
and vegetable garden. It 
was an ideal place for gar
den parties and family 
gatherings," his daughter, 
Hazel, recalled. 

The family loved all they 
saw and those they met. 
Sam soon became an active 
participant in the business 
community. He purchased 
an additional 320 acres on 
which he fattened feeder 
calves for the Kansas City 
market. He invested in a 

Sam Dougherty 



men's clothing store and a 
bicycle agency, leaving the 
management to his part
ners. This decision later 
proved to be a financially 
disastrous one. 

All this was of little con
sequence, for the dividend 
checks were still arriving 
from Cripple Creek on 
time. But, since he didn't 
enjoy farming much, Sam's 
interest in the farm-ranch 
eventually dwindled. He 
began looking for a new in
vestment. 

A fellow prospector, H. A. 
W. Tabor, had, also, struck 
pay dirt and built an im
pre~sive opera house in 
Leadville, Colo. Sam 
Dougherty became fasci
nated with the idea. 

By this time, five of his 
children were enrolled at 
the Woodson Institute in 
Richmond and were active 
in the fine arts curriculum. 
Don't forget that he was, af
ter all, an Irishman and had 
a natural inclination for the 
dramatic. 

But Sam, also, believed it 
could be a profitable ven
ture as well. He felt deeply 
about "his .town'~ Rich
mond; and he wanted to 
erect a suitable monument 
to his family name, a struc
ture which would keep 

green the Dougherty name 
for generations unborn. 

But he couldn't do this 
alone; he was not quite that 
affluent. 

On June 11, 1900, Rich
mond Mayor Walter Shoop 
called a meeting of the citi
zens to ascertain if they 
would be receptive to such 
a proposal. Then 
Dougherty explained that a 
$15,000 opera house could 
be built on his corner lot lo
cated at Camden and West 
Main streets, providing the 
citizens of the town would 
raise the sum of $5,000 to 
his $10,000. 

Within two weeks, the 
sum of $3,000 had been 
subscribed by public-spir
ited donors. The commit
tee to raise these funds was 
composed of W. E. Settle, A. 
M. Fowler, J. Allen 
McDonald, and James L. 
Farris. 

There were those then, as 
now, resistant to such fresh 
ideas. 

It was reported in the 
Richmond Missourian that 
"Rev. J.E. Davis, pastor of 
the Richmond Baptist 
church, attended a meetfug 
of the men in charge of the 
campaign and objected to 
the structure, claiming its 

proximity to the church 
would greatly interfere 
with services. Mr. Farris, 
an attorney, then replied 
to Rev. Davis from a le
gal standpoint." 

On September 17, 
1900, a contract was 
awarded to two local 
firms, Woodson Alnutt & 
Sons and Charles 
Paulson & Sons. Under 
their skillful direction 
and supervision, an op
era house second to 

James L. Farris Jr. 

none in the country, then 
or now, for its size, ma- 
terialized. 

Upon the flat roof cov
ering the domed ceiling 
was a "fly" loft from 
which hand painted 
"flats" could be raised or 
lowered in a matter of 



seconds for each scene. 
Lights placed along the top 
of the proscenium were 
raised through a series of 
pulleys· and weights; and, 
by a catwalk, defective 
lights could be 
replaced. 

pear into the upper loft was 
painted a mural of 11The 
Valley of the Gods" in Colo
rado, the mountains dwarf
ing one small burro being 
led by a miner with a pick 

tice, tickets were not dis
tributed until opening 
night. Seats were reserved 
according to amounts do
nated. Those not making 
donations paid between 

$10 to $20 for 
seats. The lower 

A trap door, 
to aid magi
cians in disap
pearing acts, 
was cut into 
the stage. 
Dressing 
rooms for the 
11stars" took 
shape in the 
basement, and 
an entrance 
from that 
basement lead 
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selected high
fashion gowns 
were handed 
down from their 
transports by 

The Dougherty Theatre, circa 1910 

musicians into the orches
tra pit. 

The 30-foot tubular boiler 
furnace was lowered into 
place. Artists and painters 
were brought from New 
York to decorate the mas
sive interior. Acoustics 
were honed and perfected, 
allowing the merest whis
per on stage to be heard in 
the most remote corner of 
the building. 

Throughout it all, 
Dougherty maintained his 
connection to his humble 
beginnings. On the curtain 
which would slowly disap-

and shovel on his shoulder. 
Finally, the· day arrived. 

June 20, 1901. The fold-up 
seats were finally bolted to 
the floor; Clarence.Pettus 
and Authur Hamilton were 
hired to sell popcorn be
tween acts for Anna and 
Hazel (this being the 
Dougherty girls' first busi
ness venture). 

A Shakespearean troupe 
of "name" actors was en
gaged to perform As You 
Like It. The orchestra began 
to warm up. 
Opening night had arrived. 

Contrary to popular prac-

equally elegant gentlemen. 
A large crowd of onlookers, 
either those unable to ob
tain or unable to afford 
seats, assembled to watch 
enviously. 

That night was not soon 
forgotten by the populace 
of Richmond. 

Later, Saturday matinees 
brought the Dougherty 
children unquestioned 
popularity. 

One local woman by the 
name of Bessie Marie 
Carter was to recall "The 
children of the town ca
tered to the Dougherty chil-



dren all week to be invited 
to sit in the family box. Of
ten, it was overloaded; and, 
on one occasion, Forrestine 
Conrow fell into the orches
tra pit. There hadn't been 
enough seats to go around; 
so she had been sitting on 
the ledge." 

Other recollections held a 
different impact than that 
suffered by poor Forrestine. 

Another local resident, a 
man named Ernest Dale, 
added, "I attended The 
Port of Missing Men in 1907 
or '08. The production 
simply overwhelmed me. 
I can still recall the won
derful scenery and the 
high caliber characters on 
the stage with sound ef
fects so natural the audi
ence must surely have 
thought a thunderstorm 
was actually in progress 
outside. I have never seen 
anything to equal it since." 

During this time, Frank 
Weary was winning medals 
for public speaking and 
taking the lead in all the 
school plays in St. Joseph. 
He had a girl, Ruth Jordan, 
whom he would take to 
shows in the loca1 theater. 
Since they often could af
ford only seats in the upper 
reaches of the balcony 
called the "roost," Weary 

shyly gave his love a dainty 
pair of mother-of -pearl op
era glasses. "The better to 
see me with," he said. 
They married in 1909. 

It was at this time that the 
Dougherty Auditorium be
gan to falter, and something 
else both remarkable and 
unthinkable occurred. The 
vein of gold played out. 

In a later tribute written 

Frank G. Weary 

for Dougherty by local 
newsman Jewel Mayes, he 
said, "Brother Sam was not 
a good booking agent or 
theatrical manager; but he 
was all the time on the 
square, honest to a fault, 
courteous aRd fine of spirit 
- thatmanlyman. Col.Sam 
Dougherty, during his. ad
ministration of his beloved 
theatre, brought many a 

good show to Richmond -
and some bum attractions. 
The former heavily out
weighed the latter, how
ever; and he was a true 
friend to humanity!" 

But, to add insult to in
jury, there was, also, the 
upstart motion picture in
dustry to contend with. 
Movies captured the imagi
nation and interest of the 
ever-fickle public. 

As 1911 arrived, Frank 
and Ruth Weary opened 
their variety store in Rich
mond. 
(It was a strictly cash busi
ness. Weary's own father 
had been a country doctor, 
and young Frank knew the 
consequence of non-pay
ment on credit extended.) 

The Mormon Tabernacle 
Choir, in town to dedicate 
the newly-refurbished 
Mormon Cemetery on 
North Thornton Street, was 
engaged to perform at the 
Dougherty Auditorium. 
Frank and Ruth entered 
_that building on that occa
sion for the first time and 
were immediately capti
vated by both the perfor
mance and the magnificent 
acoustics and interior of the 
theater. 

But theatrical competi
tion at the time in Rich-



mond was fierce. Col. 
Childs had built a theater 
only a block away and, also, 
operated an outdoor air
drome. Yet another theater 
operated closer to the town 

- square. 
Heartsick 

and disillu
sioned, Sam 
Dougherty 
decided to 
sell what re
mained of 
his assets . 
Yet, he could 
not and 
would not 
let his be
loved opera 
house be - - - -·- - -

his own on the subject. 
The story is told that 

"Farris traded a no-good 
coal mine for a no-good 
theater." 
Be that as it may, in Septem-

converted The Farris Theatre, circa 1915 

into a cheap five and ten 
cent movie house. 

However, he did eventu
ally sell it for a fraction of 
its cost to Thomas J. 
Wollard, president of the 
Ray County Savings Bank. 
The family then moved to 
Kansas City where the once 
proud entrepreneur took a 
job with the street mainte
nance department. He died 
June 13, 1919, never return
ing to "his town" again. 

Lawyer James L. Farris 
had always been a strong 
supporter of the audito
rium and had some ideas of 

ber, 1911, he reopened the 
doors of this theater with 
his son, Russell D. Farris, as 
manager. 

A picture machine was 
ordered from New York, 
and ~projection booth was 
built. The building was re
decorated, and there were 
restrooms added. 

As there were no public 
sewers in that day, Farris 
dug his own, both to drain 
away water in the theater's 
basement and to accommo
date this latest convenience. 
It went down west Main to 
Whitmer and down 

Whitmer to drain into the 
Crooked River ( also servic
ing his mansion, just one 
block below the theater). 

The citizens along the 
·route of the sewer line were 

delighted 
and paid 
Farris hand
somely to .tap 
into it. 

For a time, 
the name of 
t h e 
Dougherty 
Auditorium 
became the 
Dougherty 
Theatre; but 
finally, a 
change was 
made to the 

name of the building itself. 
A large marquee arose over 
the main entrance, bearing 
the FARRIS name. 

For the next four years 
the Farris family operated 
the theater in a desultory 
manner, not really clearing 
a great amount of profit. In 
1915 they were glad to sell 
the building and lease the 
associated equipment. 

All this time, Frank 
Weary had been watching 
from a distance. The The
ater pianist,· a Mr. Franklin, 
and he had become friends; 
and they decided to pool 



their meager resources to celluloid film stock. More 
make the deal to lease the than once, harried film pro
theater. With Ruth to sell jectionists were forced to 
the tickets, they were in throw flaming film stock 
business with little more from the outer windows of 
than a prayer and a 

the theater. 

dream of what could 
be. They resolutely 
turned deaf ears to 
predictions of busi
nessmen around the 
square of sure and to
tal disaster. It was a 
good thing they did, 
because that first 
year held more than 
a few disasters. 

"The electric com
pany was home
ow11ed and could not 
be relied upon," 
Ruth later recalled. 
"Even after the 
weather had been 
nice all day, it could 
become perverse just 
before opening; and 
invariably a stroke of 
lightning would 
knock out the current 
just as the perfor
mance was due to be
gin. We worried and 
fretted nightly about 
the possible return of 
admissions." 

To add hazard to 
confusion, the films 
of the time were on 
highly flammable 

But soon the Wearys 
added-a second projector, 
avoiding the inconvenience 
of the dreaded "One Mo-

FARRIS THEARTE 
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IT TOOK TWO YEARS 
TO GIVE HER THIS 

OPPORTUNITY 
A new Clora Bow 

emerges as lhe 
fascinat ing hero

ine of "Call Her 

Savage" - vivid, 

More beautiful than. ever .. . ·f~ r the first time 
she g ives full rein to her d romot1c power. 
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From the novel by Tiffany Thayer· 
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Silent Era Film From 1930's 
Missourian 

ment, Please" slide 
while projectionists 
changed reels on the 
sole projector. The 
second projector 
pleased both opera-
tor and patron in 
equal portions. 

With the advent of 
motion pictures as 
the mainstay of the 
theater's profitability, 
the "fly loft," long 
troublesome for the 
difficulties it caused 
in heating and cool
ing the building, was 
removed. Soon, the 
Wearys also replaced 
the worn and faded 
boom curtain with a 
maroon "traveler" 
curtain. 

But all was not go
ing well. By that fall, 
a disgusted Mr. 
Franklin sold his 
share in the venture 
to Frank's brother, U. 
S. Weary, who, also, 
had a growing law 
practice to deal with. 
In 1917, Frank and 
Ruth became the sole 
partners. 



They still had the dream. 
On July 6, 1921, the dream 

was completed with the 
sale of the building, con
tents and all, to the Wearys 
from the widow of James 
Farris. The only stipulation 
in the sale was that the 
building would forever 
carry the name Farris, suc
ceeding in creating a fam
ily namesake where the less 
astute Dougherty had 
failed. 

As the silent films out of 
Hollywood enjoyed their 

The Farris Mirthmakers 

heyday and played across 
the silver screen of the 
Farris, live performances 
continued to entertain 
crowds as well. The popu
lation of Richmond, having 
burgeoned, caused the 
schools to grow corre
spondingly; but the 
schools had no auditorium, 
and school plays were 
staged at the Farris. 

The first Richmond 
Chamber of Commerce 
gave a burlesque show to 
raise funds for band uni-

forms members would 
wear during summer con
certs on the court house 
lawn. ( Weary served as 
president of the Chamber.) 

Minstrel shows were the 
rage, and the Chamber also 
produced the White Way 
Minstrel, so named for the 
row of gleaming street 
lamps which lighted the 
way from Richmond's train 
depot to the town square. 

There were local talent 
competitions; dancing 
teachers gave recitals; and 



the "Farris MirthMakers" 
entertained the crowds be
tween film showings with 
their lively nine-piece band. 
These dandies, and the lone 
female, Maxine Slaughter, 
were the heroes of every 
boy and girl who aspired to 
a musical career. They wore 
gray corduroy outfits, red 
tams, and neckties. 

In 1921, Frank worked 
with Howard Shirkey to 
bring the first radio broad
cast to Richmond. An au
dience in the Farris heard a 
band concert. 

In 1925, Price L. Collier, 
Richmond Superintendent 
of Schools, organized a 
boys band. A full-size back
drop, manufactured by 
Ru th and her assistants, 
was sewn for their perfor
mances. 

Every high school pep 

rally ended on the stage at 
the Farris. The snaking 
shirt-tail parade would 
wind 'round the bonfire, 
down the street and 
through the aisles of the 
theater, led by the "Angel 
Gang," a group of local 
girls, during the roaring 
twenties. 

The audience was com
prised of all colors, sizes, 
and shapes of people, from 
all walks of life and back
grounds. Where else could 
you get.a babysitter on Sat
urday night for 10 cents 
(plus five cents for a box of . 
popcorn)? 

Occasionally, parents 
would be lax in counting 
noses when they would 
pick up their charg.es at 
evening's end. "Mr. Weary, 
little Johnny must still be in 
your theater for he sure 

isn't home," they would 
call and say. And, sure 
enough, the wayward 
youngster would be found, 
fast asleep, either on the 
floor between the seats or 
sitting in one of them. 

Many young lovers held 
hands for the first time or 
perhaps stole a kiss in the 
friendly darkness, and 
there were some not-so-in
nocent a5signations as well. 

There was "dish night," 
with a different piece of a 
set of dishes given with 
each adult ticket; there were 
family nights, and even 
cash giveaway nights. 

The cash nigh ts were 
through the lean years 
when the Wearys would 
wind their way tmough 
crowds to open the theater 
doors. The shows were 
usually terrible, and many 

The Richmond Boy's Band, on stage at the Farris, first organized by Price Collier. 



patrons bought tickets and 
went to sit in their seats 
holding on to the precious 
stub that could be the lucky 
number. 

When the number was 
called over the loudspeaker 
between shows, both North 
Camden and West Main 
streets would be blocked by 
anxious humanity. The 
largest prize was around 
$400. 

It was about this time that 
Lexington and Excelsior 
Springs theaters an
nounced Sunday shows. 
Frank Weary, attempting to 
remain competitive, de
cided to show films on Sun
day as well. This decision 
threw the local ministers 
into near apoplexy. 

The ministerial alliance, 
announcing the matter to 
be a "cause," denounced 
the decision. The Rich
mond Kiwanis Club, which 
would play such a vital role 
in the story of the Farris in 
years to come, even drafted 
a resolution against it. 

Weary quietly passed out 
handbills which explained, 
"We consider that a great 
majority of the population 
seeks some sort of enter
tainment and recreation on 
Sunday; and that, in a very 
great many cases, the recre-

ation sought is more unde
sirable than that offered by 
a good, clean entertainment 
at the theatre." 

On October 3, 1924, The 
Richmond News reported, 

"The directors of the 
Kiwanis club hereby re
scind the action passing a 
resolution declaring that it 
is the sentiment of the 
group that Sunday shows 

---------t f .,..._ _______ _ 
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A program of one of the "Pre-Talkie" evenings. 



should not be tolerated." 
"We've made jackasses of 

ourselves," a club spokes
man said. "The question of 
a Sunday show should 
never have been discussed. 
We acted like school
children. 

quired at the theater if it withahitchhikerhepicked 
were to aecommodate fuls · up· while on a trip to Des 
new innovation. Moines to visit Ruth's 

While the records 
do show it, the reso
lution is not the opin
ion of the majority 
but of a small minor-
ity. Half of the mem-
bers did not vote, 
lacking the necessary 
'nerve' to vote 
against Rev. 
McCullough." 

Sunday shows be-
gan; and, despite the 
ominous tones used 
by area pastors, 
pries ts, and minis-
ters, the heavens did 
not fall nor the rivers 
dry up. 

Then sound ar
rived. The pictures 
talked! 

The "Great Depres
sion'; also, arrived at 
about the same time 
sound was intro
duced. In other in
dustries, the despair 
and extreme hard
ship was felt; but to 
stay in business at all, 
renovations were re-

It was while contemplat- mother. This man, "Tex" 
ingsuchchangesthatFrank Roles, listened as Frank 
Weary came into contact talked of the challenges he 

FARRIS THEATRE 
-NEXTWEEK

Monday, Tuesday; Wednesday 

DUBINSKY BROTHERS 
Richmond's Favorite Stock Company 

With Three Broadway Hits 
-----------0 

MONDAY-

"What Ann Brought Home" 
'-rhoroughly amusing tomedy containing 110•e touch~ 
of real pathm; which an, perhaps. more moving than 
even the author suspected."-New Yorti Sa• 

TU~DAY-

"Saintly Hypocrites And 
Honest Sinners" 

A scathing indi<'tment of Hypocrilly aad S~derin1 

GG8slp, with reali!llll manifeSt h1 the sltaatloaa ... 
charaders true to life. A• abamlance of utural com
edy. Promises to be one of the best plays of the season. 

ALSO A FEATURE PICTURE 

"SERENADE" 
With Adolph Menjou. 

(Now showing at the Newman Theatre in Kaasu City.) 

u-----------------0 
WEDNESDAY-

"Seventh Heaven" 
You'n heard of the picture-now !lff tile .play. "'Will 
carry you to the seventh heann of njoy•eet. Do.'t 
nias it," says the New Yorti -San. 

. . . ---::------<> 
Ad•iallon-Balc .. y, 3S.. Lower Floor, 5k. CJalldna, lOc .. 

Advertisements as · they 
appeared in local newspapers. 

faced in adapting 
the theater to talk
ing motion pic
tures. 

Roles, who 
appeared to be a 
down-on-his-luck 
drifter, announced 
he was an interior 
designer; and 
Weary took him on 
for the project. 
Roles soon proved 
he was as good as 
his word. He soon 
brought about 
changes to the 
Farris Theatre 
which would 
make the building 
truly beautiful. 

In 1925, the 
entrance on 
Camden street was 
opened, a separate 
stairway for Ne
groes (used only 
briefly) was re
moved; and a stair
way on the east 
end of the lobby 
was built ~o match 
one on the west. 
The restrooms had 



vidually by hand. Although 
the building would be re
decorated in 1939 and again 
in 1945, the flair and imagi
nation exhibited by "Tex" 
and his understudy, Bob 
Wright, was never again 
duplicated. 

Interior of 1950's Farris Theatre 

But, with the advent of 
sound, many of the silent 
motion picture stars soon 
found their voices did not 
record well and were 
doomed to failure in the 
new medium. 

New stars, with names 
such as Oark Gable, Shirley 
Temple, Myrna Loy, Bette 
Davis, William Powell, 
Mickey Rooney, Joan 
Crawford, and a plethora 
of talking cartoons such as 
Mickey Mouse, Donald 
Duck, the Three Little Pigs, 

been enlarged and modern
ized. 

In 1930, the lobby was 
tiled; heavy carpeting went 
into the foyer and down the 
aisles; upholstered seats re
placed old wooden, ones; 
the second story boxes 
were removed; and a po
rous movie screen with 
1earmoun ted speakers 
wenhato place. 

Heavy velveteen drapes 
were hung .along the foyer · 
" wi ndow"; the · lights 
aroun d the boxes and 
proscenium were replaced 
with indirect lighting, and 
a chandelier, which could 
be lowered for bulb re
placement, hung from the 
center of the ceiling. 

The stage drapes, manu
factured by experts in Kan-

sas City, were hung. The 
projection booth was en
larged to hold the more ex
pensive sound equipment. 

It took months; but each 
of the -hand-carved orna
ments .around t~e stage 
opening was painted indi-

Interior of 1950's Farris Theatre 



and others soon filled the 
screen at the Farris. 

The films got bigger and 
bigger, becoming what 
were to be billed as "ex
travaganzas," and culmi
nating in that epic film, 
Gone With The Wind. 

After the Second World 
War, progress picked up 
where it had left off. Ignor
ing the infant television in
dustry, the film moguls un
loaded their libraries of old 
titles to small companies 
without restrictions. 

And, just as talkies had 
killed vaudeville, television 
soon came to have a disas
trous impact on the motion 
picture industry. 

The naysayers of 1915 
were right, the Farris The
atre was not to be a profit
able venture aJter all. 

In 1957, the doors to the 
Farris Theatre, open 
throughout the Depression 
and two World Wars, 
closed for the first time in 
46 years. Ruth Weary 
would vacate, for the final 
time, her seat in the ticket 
booth. 

Shortly before his death, 
Richmond newsman Jewell 
Mayes would write, "When 
I see the Farris, I am well re
minded of the unfading 
glory of that fine young 

Interior ot Farris Theatre 

Mrs. Frank G. Weary's 
smile, bearing in mind that 
we have been good friends 
as a-down the years, unto 
this very day!" 

In the 1960' s the story of 
the Farris would come full 
circle. Live performances 
were once again heard on 
the stage Doughertx built. 
Country music shows were 
attracting crowds from 
miles around every Satur
day night. The registration 
book kept from those 
shows reveals 
signatures from every state 
in the union. 

But the most exciting and 
elaborate productions in 
the history of that building 
were brought to the Farris 
in its twilight years by the 
Richmond Kiwanis Club. 

From 1963, with their in
augural production of Okl.a
homa, and with annual pro
ductions of Brigadoon, 
Annie Get Your Gun, Music 
-Man, South Pacific, etc., the 
group delighted audiences 
with their staging and per
formances. 

Thro1:1ghout its existence, 
the Farris Theatre has been 
an integral part of life in 
Ray County. It stands 



unique; a monument not to 
any one family but to Rich
mond and Ray County. 

There is not a person born 
and reared here who is not 
a part of it in one way or an
other, either as one of the 
delighted audience or an 
active participant. And, by 
the same token, it is a part 
of all it has met and housed 
with a personality and dig
nity peculiar to it alone. 

The story is not told in its 
entirety; it never can be as 
long as the building stands. 
Until then. the show must 
goon. 

If you slip quietly into its 
shadows and listen closely 
you can hear the whispers 
of the ghosts of perfor
mances past and feel th~ si
lent stage waiting for the 
lights to flicker, once again 
heralding the arrival of the 
next act. ... 

For the next decade and 
a half after Clara Chenault 
wrote the foregoing history 
of the Dougherty Audito
rium/ Farris Theatre in 
1970, country music 
reigned within the walls of 
this historic edifice. 

Films shown at the the
ater became more and more 
infrequent, gradually dis
appearing altogether as the 
Weary family relinquished 

ownership of the building 
to country music entrepre
neur, Byron Jones. 

As the seventies became 
the eighties, the "Richmond 
Opry" continued to attract 

local theatrical community 
began their efforts to pur
chase and revive the the
ater. 

In 1988, negotiations be
gan between a trio of theat-

Interior of Farris Theatre 

weekend crowds; but the 
once-grand theater was 
more than beginning to 
show· its age. Productions 
staged there became more 
and more makeshift as per
manent repairs were post
poned, and the glory that 
once was the Farris became 
more imagined than real. 

In the eighties, Jones de
cided to sell this theater and 
take his show and perform
ers to other venues; and the 

rical entrepreneurs from In
dependence and Jones, 
with the fullest moral sup
port of the newly-created 
Ray County Community 
Arts Association. 

In spite of the highest ide
a.IS for the restoration of the 
theater and the increased 
involvement of local pa
trons in the operation of the 
theater, the deal ultimately 
fell apart when the money 
offered didn't approach the 



money requested. 
Soon, however, there 

were new players on the 
scene with the arrival of 
businessmen, Wade Will
iams and Ben Mossman, 
who were already in the 
business of restoring the
aters. Unlike the Indepen
dence trios plans to include 
community involvement in 
the restoration, Williams 
and Mossman made plans 
on their own, excluding lo
cal involvement and earn
ing them the enmity of 
some in the local theatrical 
group. 

As Williams and 
Mossman drew up their 
plans to restore the theater 
inside and out, skeptics 
watched as the paint was 
stripped from the 
building's exterior and 
chairs, curtains, and light
ing were removed, with the 
owners' promising their re
turn at some point in the re
furbishment. 

Hopes in the community 
that the Farris would re
ceive the resurrection it had 
waited so long and so pa
tiently for, however, began 
to fade as work stalled in 
the early nineties, slowing 
to a crawl and quietly com
ing to a stop as Williams 
and Mossman became en-

tangled in other restoration 
projects. 

Years began to slip by 
with the once-grandest op
era house in this region of 
the country boarded up 
with no more dignity than 

asts to purchase the theater 
had never waned, the ask
ing price proved to be a 
deal-breaker; and it ap
peared the Farris was once 
more headed for the scrap
heap. 

Exterior of Farris Theatre 

a warehouse. 
Then, in early 1995, Will

iams announced he would 
be selling the theater. The 
only condition of the sale, 
he said was that any new 
owner would finish the 
work he and Mossman had 
begun. With that in mind, 
he offered the building to 
the Ray Coitnty Commu
nity Arts Association. 

While the desire among 
the local theatrical enthusi-

But, as the RCCAA an
nounced its inability to re
alize this dream, commu
nity members stepped for
ward and began volunteer
ing time, efforts, and cash, 
to form a new group, under 
the aegis of the RCCAA, 
called Friends of the Farris. 

Within weeks, an offer 
had been tendered to and 
accepted by Williams; and 
the group organized, and 



efforts were begun to in
corporate into a new not
for-profi t organization 
with one sole purpose to 
return the Farris Theatre 
to its former glory and 
preeminence as a histori
cal landmark in the re
gion. 

With the purchase com
pleted, plans were drawn 
up for the future of this 
historic structure. What 

the future brings still 
holds many unanswered 
questions; the answers to 
which will depend greatly 
on the support of the com
munity. 

Will The Farris be re
stored? These enthusias
tic volunteers certainly 
hope so. Should it be re
stored? 

Many in the community 

with lifelong ties to the 
theater and the countless 
memories it holds think it 
impossible to consider a 
future without it. 

But, whatever happens, 
it's certain that this build
ing, once considered folly 
and a poor business ven
ture, has carved out a spe
cial niche in the local con
sciousness. 

Farris Theatre as it appears today. 



Questions and Answers · · 
Question: What is FRIENDS OF THE 
FARRIS? 
Answer: It's a "Not for Profit" Corpo
ration formed to purchase and restore the 
historic old theatre. 

Question: How old is the Farris Theatre? 
Answer: It was built in 1901 and named 
the Dougherty Auditorium. It is listed on 
the National Register of Historic Places. It 
was renamed the Farris In 1908. 

Question: Is the building structurally 
sound? 
Answer: Yes. However, the brick needs 
to be "tuck-pointed," and the interior needs 
total restoration. 

Question: Do you plan to modernize it 
or restore it the way it was in 1901? 
Answer: We plan to select a time period, 
e.g. 1901 or 1915, and restore it to that time 
period. 

Question: Will it be a "museum" or will 
it be an operating theatre? 
Answer: It was built as an "opera 
house", and we plan to restore it with the 
capability for live stage performances, as 
well as movies, and for use as a "commu
nity" center. 

Question: How will you raise the 
money? 
Answer: Most of the money will have 
to come from the community. We will ap
ply for any and aff state, federal, and pri
vate grants that become available. 

Question: How much have you raised 
thus far? 
Answer: Approximately. $30,000 in 
cash and another $40,000 pledged over the 
next few years. 

Question: How can I help? 
Answer: With money and/ or volunteer 
labor (both skilled and unskilled). 

Question: What amounts of money are 
people giving? 
Answer: An annual membership is 
$25.00 per person. We have had one gift of 
$10,000 (assets & cash), one of $7,000, and 
many more of $1,000, $500, $200, etc. 

Question: What do you mean by "an
nual membership"? 
Answer: It means that you endorse the 
project and will support it with money and/ 
or labor and attendance at events. 

Question: Is a gift to the Farris tax de
ductible? 

Question: Will it be an expensive Answer: Yes,wewillhavea501C3des
project and if so, hyw much? ignation which will date back to July 1, 1995. 
Answer: Yes. Our estimate is around · 
$300,000. Question: How can I join and/or make a 

gift? 
Answer: Fill out the enclosed form and 
mail it along with your check to PO Box 711. 



Historic Missouri Theatres Questionnaire 

Reynolds County Genealogy and Historical Society 

What historic theatres were located or are currently located in your area? 
The Strand Movie Theater 

Please check the specific types of information you have about theatres in your area? Please note any 
sources you think would be particularly useful for this project. 

books about specific theatres 

photographs 

newspaper articles 

scrapbooks 

county or town histories 

other, please specify 

Do you have any information on which theatre or vaudeville circuit played in your area? 
We have never had any vaudeville or acting theaters in this countv. ------------------------------------------------------------:..l-------

What days and times is your library open to the public? -------------------------------
Mon-Fri 9AM to SPM 

Can special arrangements be made for the library to be open at other times? 
no 

Who is the best person to contact for more information? --------------------------------· 

Thank you for your assistance. 
Please return to: Becky Snider 1008 Sunset Dr. Columbia, MO 65203 



Historic Missouri Theatres Questionnaire 

Ripley County Historical Society 

Does your organization have information about the following theatres? 

Star Theatre 7, Doniphan yes ____ no _v _ 
Wall's Opera House yes _ _..: __ no __ _ 

Is this( these) theatre(s) still in operation? 
/ 

Star Theatre Doniphan yes ____ no_...:__ 
Wall's Opera House yes ____ no __ • _ 

If not, does the building(s) where the theatre was located still exist? 

Star Theatre 
Wall's Opera House 

Doniphan yes ____ no __ _ 
yes ____ no _..JL_ 

What othet historic theaues were loeated or are curreney lo atetl-i:n-yeur-area?- _e __ ~~~----
.!ZB. ~~--~-~~~-s;~!Idj((~'-~ <:'.'.P-~ 
~~-,~-~~-~- -~· ~_:rd_L__(~~ I 

~ ~. ~'~~ ~t/.--z:.:-::-.;:;;-::~~~~ ~ ~check t~=es of mformation you have about th~~ur area? Please note any ' 
sources you think would be particularly useful for this project. 

books about specific theatres ~ ~-Md_~..-. ~.2!?-'7!~"' __.__ 
photographs ~- -~~ -~-9_!t_~~- i 

/'f, newspaper articles ~-u ~~_(-~~-~ ~.d--~ 
b k -;;;_-;...-=,7 /_ V' . • - t1/l,A,,/,q~ - -- d.J .-r-/ . - • I 1A• - -r--1 , ... I scrap oo s __ ,,.v.:11:. _1--d!_~r~-~-· _ ~ 

councyocwwnhlnori~ ~-~~~~~· 
_/ other, please specify 11_L~_:fl~-~ ~fl~~~~~~d.~~ 
• J _,. 1 /~ ~~~~'° L:e a~~ ,J.j"", S£..J2-) 

.~ ~- lA-uT~...na~~#_~utdf'~~ . , l-S73 .. 996~ii;Y<~ · 
Do yott'have any information on_ wffich tKeatre or vaudeville circ it played in your area? oi-19(> :I 
LJ!.£LLJ:J~~~~j:~~~f_~~~#~~~--
What da:>;s and ti~es is your library open to the public?~~~/;:-~-~-~-
~atµ~ --~[~~A _.&_ --.-~~~@,;;_~~-6'~5/~£~~~~-~~ 
Can special angements be made for the library to be open at other times? fiU9 7 a<~ ,d:r ~ 

~ ~!J-27__~1-~ _tf_ __ Aj~CJ~~~~~-- --z--------~=S?-~-~~~~~~,~----
Wbo is the best person to contact for more information? __ QU_~~~~----· 
f2u44~CL~~~~~eLJ~~-/~/~~ .. ~~~· 

/lj.tfo/~~~ /ee/{Uf~~I~..£.~~~~* ~~',' tf 

~ ~a, ~~,U.,v ?-' ~~ ca.r PJ,( q Y-rl (j<~~ 
Thank you for your assistance. ~( ofu,t~ '?~ ~~~ 
Please return to: Becky Snider 1008 Sunset Dr. Columbia, MO 65203 ;-/(! I fk? [Jo 1 

~~up;;._,/' y~ I l'ka{S737' 
v~w~ ffV rrw" 1~.rn- Y-.s7_ 2.f~d 
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: .. I J1 ' . ' .._ 

i l. ltAMI 

; NllTOPtlC Audi tQri um Theat_e_r_ 
[ AND/~ ec>MMON Cinema l , 2, 3 

! a. LOCATION 
l 8Tl'DT 8 NVMBfR 118 E North 

'c1n TowM M ha 11 • ars -- VICI NITY OF 

ITATI Mi ccf"\11ri COO If COUNTY S ] . ____ a i ne 

I. CLASSIFICATION 
-

CATIGOR\' OW~RSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE 

~ _pu~llo __x_ O<:cu p I~ d _oqrlQJlture 
-X..)ull4lat(I) _xprlvote _urn>ceupled _JLJ:.OmrfMrC I a I _,.,..,.. _ boft\ _w~k tn proQr i u __ cduc:atlonol 

-•"• P\.elfC ACQUISmoN ACCESS ISLE __ tMGrta lnmC)r. t _.j4ct _In proceaa _yec: r01J frlct4lld _govornm(rnf 
-~tng conaJd•red -~a: uoroetrfct~d __ induaitrlct 

_ no _mllltary 

4. OWNER OF PROPERTY 
------- -·-· -

NAMI -
S11IUT • NUMBER -
cm, TOWN VIClNITY OF . 
S. LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 

···----·-·- -

Recorded of Deeds, Saline County courthouse, Marshall 

I. REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVl:.-YS 

-

COO@: 65340 

-----

_mca~utT 

-

-
_pan 
_p(lvattt 
_ rellQ lt-4 -

-_tdtnrlf 
__ tront)PQ 

_<.tthcn _ 

S'rATE 

TfT'LI OITllUfUffO fl.ffilU f ~-:-~-~-=~--~ ~l!t>_!M~~!!_A!_I: COl 

N/A 
i ~ --1, 

DESCRIPTION 11 7. 
I r CQNDITIOH CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 
!j __.-.uent _ deterlorcrted _unaltered .,x.__or IQ Ina I clfG 

l x pd _rulnt J(._ atr.f'Gd _moved 

l _Jelr _une.1po9ed 

. o~"'fb~:~~er~tory windows are bricked in and new 6-course brick replacement on the SE corn{ 
10 :11 upper story 

! r 

' PAE Sf NT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEAPANCE .. 

c,111?! Most of building is former movie theater, but front lobby is enclosed with later br ic 
~ walls; in the front enclosures are stairs leading to apt/offices above. /) 

0000 ... ~ 

l 

I 
I i 
I 

I 

NW front corner is enclosed with the "newest" brick 

east lower story door below exterior stairway is enclosed 

note chain and block over pulley on east stairway as an antique artifact. 

---
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?rf) 

2o 
+.+ pz 
qq 
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.to. ¥'UV~ -"'r'l:&:.I'\.;!. vr .:>tU'NW 1• .. Al"H .. i=. - '-Nt:.1,;K ANU JU!) r IFY 

_ prehhiturlo 
_1400-1499 

_1500·1699 
_f$00 .. J699 

--1700 .1799 
_ll00-'910 
.LIBOO-

__ ~rche~~y-prehlstortc 

__ arch&°'OCJY ·his tor le 

__ oortcu ltvre 
__ arch lt.cture 
__ art 

_x_ commeroe 
__ comm\ln&catton• 

PECIFIC om:s c. 1915 
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i I. MAMli 
; MllT~ Masonic Ha 11 
[ MD/Olt COMMON Pete 1 s Tavern 

! a. LOCATION 
l ITitllT • NVMBER/59 w. North --- ·- - - --------
I CJTY TOWN h • Mars a 11 --VfCINITY OF 

ITATI Missouri C:ooe.· COUl'!TY Saline coo~ 65340 

I. CLASSIFICATION 

CATllOIW OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE 
--#rkst _pub Ho ).L CICCtlp lod _09flculturo ·_muMUm 
~141ft1(9) LprlYGte _ amoocuplod _Lcommorcfal _partr _,.....,. _bofft _work tn progrHt _ educatlonot _privat. r ' 

- ~•lte P\JIBLtc ACQUISmoN ACCESSIBLE _ent1artolnment _roll9Joo• 

-•!td _In procosa · _ycc: reitrlcted __ gcvcrnment __ tetenttflc 
_betn9 contlde ... d -ro•: unrntrlch1d _indu1trlat . _tran1pot1 

_no _mmtory _oth•rt _ _ 

4. OWNER OF PROPERTY 

fWlll Mr. A. J. Hilerenner - -
111111? • NUMBER 

""'TOWN. . Waverl v VICINITY OF STATE Mi ssour 
T 

I. LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 

Recorder of Deeds, Saline County courthouse, Ma rs ha 11 

I. REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
-

11l1JI D&TVHltNlt> ll.ltlkl? V'U WO - - FIDflUt. __ STATI! -- COU-Jif, -

,, N/A 

~ ~ -
i 7. DESCRIPTION 
I 
l CC».IDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 
i· _. .. u. _dmrlorated _unott9red 2..._orl9tnot alt• 

l pd _rulM ~otmec:t _mov6d d<tto __ 

J 2.#olr _unupoeed 
d 

E PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APl¥...ARANCE .. 
I, ODCRIK TH 

ii .. pressed tin ceiling and modest cornice intact 
;l 
·I Christopher and Simpson iron mouldings intact except for east cornice bracket mis ~ 

~ 2nd and 3rd floor windows boarded up t 
. ~. . ~ rear stairway similar to Van Dyke's building 
. 11 

'\ 

I . 
I 

,f l 
I 

--
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!RIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE - CHECK ANO JUSTIFY BEUN/ 
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_1400-1499 __ arcneok>gy-hlstortc __ conqniatlan __ low __ acl.nce 

._1800-15" __ oanourture __ economics __ Ut..-ature _aoulpture 

_HS00-1&19 __ orchlt9Chlre __ edUCGtlon __ mllltOrJ __ toclot I 
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_1900- __ oommunlcotlon• _lndustry __ polltlca/gcwemment __ tranapoftattr 

__ Invention __ othar(~ 

">ECIFIC DATES 1891 BUILDER I ARCHITECT 

TATEMENT OP' SIGNIFICANCE CIN ONE PARAGRAPH) 

tavern; Knight of Columbus formerly met here (see attached documents that were 
found in the building) 

Sanborn 

1883 - carroage repository 
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Office of Historic Preservation, P.O. Box 176, Jefferson ·citv, Missouri 65101 

HISTORIC INVENTORY 
1 No 4. Presw11 Namc(s) 

L87 
Nonnan Funeral Chapel 

2. County 

Schuyler 5 Olher Namc(s) 

J Location of N~ga11vcs . The German Hotel, Opera House NEMO Regional Planning Com tn. 

6 Spec die Local ion E~ lot. 7· 
' w~ lot 6, 16 . Thematic Category . 28. No . ol Stories 2 

Blk 5, Old Town, Lancaster 29 . Basement? Yes IX 

NW14 of SE14 of Sect~on 13 17 Date(s) or Period No I . 

T66N, Rl5W 1900 30 . FouncJa11on Material 

1 City or Town If Rural, Township & Vicinity 18 Slyle or Oe:;1gn stone 
Lancaster Vern =>r11 l ;::ir 31. Wall Construclion 

19 . Architect or Engineer brick 
Ii . Sile Plan wittl North Arrow 

32. Roal Type & Malerial 

I ~ 
20 . Contractor or Builder parapet 

I 
33 . No. ol Bays / 

21 . Original Use. ii apparenl Front 7 Side --
Hotel 34. Wall Treatment 

22 Present Use common bond 
'](. Funeral chapel 35. Plan Shape rectangular 

23 Ownership Public I! 36 . Changes Addition : : 
Private Kl (Explain Altered 1x 

24 . Owner's Name & Address. in 1142) Moved 1 
ii known Brice & Franc-is Norman 37 . Condition 

Lancaster, MO 63548 lnlerior 
9 Cuocdinales _ UTM 

Lal Exterior good 
Lonu 15/540035/448570~ 25 . Open to Yes I I 38 . Preservalion Yes , · 

10. Sil<: I I Structure I i 
Public? No lCI Underway? No~ 

Bu1ldi11g kt Object I I 26 . Local Contact Person or Organization 39 . Endangered? Yes I I 

11 . On Nat ion al Yes I I 12 . Is II Yes :kl NEMO Reqional Plannina Comm. 
By What? No IX! 

Rey1stcr? No IX Eligible? No I I 27 . Other Surveys in Which Included 

tJ Part ·01 Estab . Yes I I 14 . District Yes I I 40. Visible from Yes ' ' 
Hisl. Dist.? No~ Potent'I? No :k1 Public Road? No l}(I 

-- --·- -· 41 . Distance from and 15 . Namt: ol Established District 
Frontage on Road . 

42 . Further Oescrip11un of Important Features Projecting corn.er blocks accent the heavily corbelled cornic 
and alternating sawtooth course of the parapet. The 1/1 attenuated windows have extended 
segmentally arched headers. A frame porch extending across the s facade and having a 2nd 
story balustrade now affords protection to an altered 1st story. The porch is not origina 
A comparison of the current photo and that of the historic photo attached will indicate 
alterations. The 1st story does retain the cast metal columns. The W wall is a conunon 
wall. There are no openings on the E wall. A large polygonal area has been added to (ove 
---
43 . History •rnd S111r11ficanct: Between 1900-1909 this new bu.ilding was constructed and in 1909 it was 
listed as the Gennan Hotel with a restaurant w and hotel off ice E with rooms above. As 
can be seen from the historic photo, there was also a saloon in the E part. Later the 
building was altered to a Opera House and Movie theatre. A large stage area was added 
to the rear, the lst "."'story floor was sloped and the 2nd floor was completely changed (over 
44 . Description ol Environment and Outbuildings The building · is located on the N side of the Lancaster 
Square and faces s. There are no outbuildings. 

45 Sourc.t:s ol. lnlormation 46. Preµared by 

1898 Atlas Linda Harper, HPS 

Sanborn Maps 47. Organization NEMO 
Regional Planning Comm Personal Interview with B. Norman, Jr. 3/81 

48 . Date 149 . Revision Oate(s) 1910 History 

3/81 

SW-AS-036-076



42. the rear. It has an exposed basement level and 1st story and served as the stage are2 
The 3 oay rear facade is accented by double rowlock, segmentally arched headers. The inte1 
has been remodeled several times. It was reworked extensively when used for an Opera 
House and later movie house, and again has been altered as the funeral chapel. 

4.3. by taking out all the rooms except 4 across the front facade and adding a balcony 
area. Large plaster ceiling medallions and a wide ceiling molding was added in this open 
2nd story area. John Sorruner* ran these businesses and later added silent movies. Dr. 
Earl Mitchell, a local dentist, succeeded Sommer (c 1930). Later the building housed a 
restaurant operated by Lizzie Sommer. Following that it was partitioned and Mooreheads 
had a furniture store W and a funeral chapel E. Now under the ownership of Brice Norman, L 

it is being altered and remodeled again. The 1st floor has been panelled, etc. with the 
E section used as a large chapel area, the Was an office, the stage area as a storage area 
and prep room, the balcony as storage and the open area has been enclosed once again and 
is now the casket display area. 

*John Sommer, son of Jacob and Elizabeth Krupp Somm·er, was born 1881 in Indiana. He 
farmed until 1901 when he came to Lancaster, entering into the hotel business. He was 
proprietor of the German Hotel until 1910 when he converted the hotel into a cafe and 
opened a moving picture show in part of the building. The "Star" was listed as "one of 
the best moving picture shows in north Missouri. His building is especially adapte d 
and prepared for this business". 
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Historic Missouri Theatres Questionnaire 

Scotland County Historical Society 

Does your organization have information about the following theatres? 

Kenney Opera House 
Mason's Opera House r 
Ree's Opera House 
Opera House 

Memphis 

Gorin 

Is this(these) theatre(s) still in operation? 

Kenney Opera House 
Mason's Opera House 
Ree's Opera House 
Opera House 

Memphis 

Gorin 

yes ____ no __ _ 
yes ____ no __ _ 
yes ____ no _ L-:... 
yes ____ no __ _ 

yes ____ no __ _ 
yes ____ no __ _ 
yes ____ no __ _ 
yes ____ no __ _ 

If not, does the building(~) where the theatre-was located still exist? 

Kenney Opera House Memphis yes ____ no __ _ 
Mason's Opera House yes ____ no __ _ 
Ree's Opera House yes ____ no __ _ 
Opera House Gorin yes ____ no ___ /} 

What other historic theatres were located or are currently \ocated in your area? f!JcJ -~--
JlL~ _J~%1hz± -~~..LLffr-2~- c ' ----~+ 
~ ~ JZ ZCLL-__ {2~?~---------

Please check the specific types of information you have about theatres in your area? Please note any 
sources you think would be particularly useful for this project. 

books about specific theatres -------------------------------------

photographs ---------------------------------------
newspaper articles 

scrapbooks 

county or town histories 

other, please specify 

Do you have any information on which theatre or vaudeville circuit played in your area? 

Can special arrangements be made for the library to be open at other times? 

------------------------------------------~------------------------

Who is the best person to contact for more information? '.l!.~----'2:fd~ _ 0_~----· 

Thank you for your assistance. Please return to: Becky Snider 1008 Sunset Dr. Columbia, MO 65203 





Offic e of Histor i c Preserv2 t io n, P.O. Bo x 176, J e ffe ~s o n ·citv, Mis sour i 

HISTORIC INVENTORY 
6310 1 

l NO 4 . Pr~stnl Name(5l 

H- 24 
I . Co1Jnly Gorin Post Off ice 

Scotla nd 5. Otner Namc(s) 

J Loca11on ol Ncga1i .. es 
NE.MO Regio nal Planning Comm. 

6 Spccil ic Luca11on 16 . The1na11c Ca1cgory 28 . No . ol Storn:s 2 

SE~ of SE~ of Section 8 29 . 8as0men1? Y es~ 

T 64 N, R 10 w 17 Dalc(s) or P~dod No I . 

c 1930 JO . Foun<.Ja 11o n Maieri<>l 

l Cily ur Town II Rural , Townsnip & Vic11111y 18 . Slyl~ Of Dc:.;1gn Concrete 

Gorin Vernacular 31 . Wall Co11s1ruc1 1on 

l:l . S 11i.: Plan Wtln Notlh A<row 19 . Arct111ecl or engine".!/ Rrick 

~ 
32 . Roal Type & M ei 1er1dl 

20 . Contrac tor or Suite er Dant-

JJ . No . al Says 

I I 21 . Ortginal Use, ii appa<enl Front 3 Sid e 2 

I Commercial . 34 . Wall Treatmenl 
l 

I 22 Prc!:ient Use Co nun on bond 

I I Post Office/Cafe 35 . Plan Shape rectangular 

i- -- , I I 
23 OwncrshilJ Puclic 1 1 36 . Changes Add i tion : : 

' I I I 
Privale ~ (Exp la in Altered iXI 

24 . Owner's Name & .Address, 
in #42) Mo.,.ed 1 

ii known Fred Gerth, Memp hi s 37 . Condi li o n 

'IJ Coord1ndles UTM Jim Pete rson Interior 

l <J I La Verne Peter s o n Ex1e11or good 
lolHj 15/582855/4467990 25 . Open to 

Puclic? 
Yes !XI J8 . Preserva tio n Yes , · 

10. Stl!; I I Slruclure I i 
No I I Underway? No lK• 

8ut1<1 i11q IXI Ot>jecl I I 26 . Local Contact Person or Organization 39 . Endang ered? Yes I I 

No IX; 
11 . On N<it1onal Yc::i I I 12. Is 11 Yes l:X NE.MO Regional Pla nn i na Comm 

By Wha t? 

111:y1!:itc1? No rx EJ1g101e? No I I 27 . Other Surveys in Which Included 

IJ Pa11 ol Estac . Ye:; I I 14 . District Yes I I 40 . V isible t ram Yes ·~ 

Htsl. 01::it.? No IXl Potr:nt 'I? No~ Public Road? No I 1 

15 Na111tJ o' Established Distr ict .. 1 . Distance frnm cJn d 
Frontage on Road . 

.o¢2 . Further Oescri1Jt1un ol Important Features At the SW corner of the build in g is a n inset entranc e with 

single leaf entrance, transom & sidelights. A large battered column forms the corner 
support. Above this bay & the 4 grouped windows along the W facade is a hung c anopy. 
These windows are repeated along the S facade. On the W facade i s a single leaf entrance 
with transoms flanked by double hung windows. These windows & the 9 windows in the 2nd 
story are 1/1 with squarish concrete lintels & sills. Along the S facade there are 3 
storefronts; the corner section, a middle section with an inset entrance & a eastern 

4J . H1stoly an<J S1cin1llcanci.: (cont) · Gorin Savings once occupied i building at thii corner. They closed 
during the depression & shortly after this building & several adjoining structures burnt. 
Second story businesses . included a movie/opera house, offices of which Dr. Johnson's 
was one, & the telephone off ice. The 1st story businesses have changed several times 

throughout the years. 
•• . Oe$Ct1ption of Environment and OulbuilC1ings 

The building sits on the NE corner of Broadway & .Jackson 
Sts. with its storefronts facing S. There are no outbuildings. This large property s .i t ~ 
to the W of the railroad tracks & is located in the business district of the town. 

-45 SourC.~$ ol.lnlormation 

1898 Atlas 
SCM-1976 
Interview with F. Smith & Mr. Ammons 

46 . Prevarud by 
Linda Harper, HPS 

47 . Organ1za11on NE.MO 
Re ional Pl 
48 . Date 

9/82 
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42. section which does not have a 2nd story above. Both central & east sections have 
their large storefront windows boarded up, but their multi-light transoms remain. 
Between the corner & middle sections is a single leaf doorway which leads to the 2nd 
story. The building has an extremely tall parapet with inset panels, 3 corbeled 
courses & a decorative soldier course. The E & mid-sections have single leaf en
trances on the N facade . 



l 

J 

Off1ce of Histcric Prese:-- 'l2 t io r., ? . O. 3ox !7 6 . J efferson .Citv , Missour i 

HlSTORJC INVENTORY 
65 10 1 

I No .l Pri::senl Name(:il 

H-// 

' Count'( Kloofer,Creason/Lodqe Buildinq 

Scotl and s Otner Nome(::;)' 

J Locataon al Ncga11ves 
NEMO Regional Planni ng Comm. 

6 Spcc 1' 1c Luca11on 16 . TIH:!1nal 1c Category 28 . No . ol S lo<1t::s 2 

Blk. 3, Weber's Add., Gorin 29 . 8asamen1? Yes I X 

Section 8 I 7 Oale(s) o< P~1iod No I . 

T 64 N, R 10 w c 1900 ~" FoutH.lOliGn 1•~1a:~r:.a! .JV. 

l C11y ur Town II Ru<al. Townsnip & V1c1111ty 18 . Slyl~ o< Oc:;1gn stone 
Gorin Vernacular Jl . Wall Consuuc11on 

tl . S11L' P l <ln wain Nutlll AHow 19 . A<Cllllect Of E11g1ne~r brick 
J2 . Roal Type ~ .lvi<Jter1al 

IN 

• 20 . Contraclo< ot Builder nr:irani:>t 
JJ . No . ol Bays 

21. 0flg1nal Use. ii apparent Front 2 ~Ide 

I~ 
Cormnercial 34 . Wall Treatment 

22 Prc!:ienl Use common bond 

Abandoned JS . Plan Shape rectangular 
23 Ow11c<5hqJ Public I 1 36 . Changes Addition : 

Private IXI (Explain Altered x 
I 

24 . Owner's Ndme & Add<ess. 
in 1142) Moved 1 

r r JI known Masonic Lodge & 37 . Cond1t1on 

~ Cuordanoles UTM Carl & Dorothy Klop f er Interior 

l <JI Pearl Creason, Jr . Ex1e1 1or f air 
L OtllJ 15/582810/4468000 25 . Open 10 Yes I I 38 . Preservation Yes 

10. Stl<: I I Sltucture I i 
Public? No~ Underway ? No 

Bu1tc1i11q ~ Object I I 26 . Local Contact Person ot Organ lzalion J9 . Endangered ? Yes 

11 . On Nc.11onal Yc:s I I 12 Is II Yes t:>r NEMO Regiona l Planning 
By Wl'lat ? No 

Cqmm 
lky1::.tcr ? No IX Ellg1ble? No I I 27 . Othe< Surveys in Which Included abandon ed 

IJ Pa11 ol Esrao . Ye!:i I I 14 . Ois1ric1 Yes I I 40 . Visible from Yes 
Hist. 01!:il ? No~ ?oten!'I? No~ Public Road? No 

I ~l. Na111u ol Es1ao11shcd Oistflct '41 . Oistanca ffom and 
Frontage on Road . 

-<2. Fuclher Oesc11µ1tun ol lmpoctant Featutes The primary entrance is set obliquely at the SE corner of 
building. It is a doubleleaf doorway with transom. Above is a window. Generally win 
dows are 1/1, rectangular, & have stone lintels & sills. On the E facade, 1st story 
there is a wide window which has been boarded up as the S bay; the N bay is a full stc 
front with inset central entrance & large display windows flanking it. The doorway i ~ 
double leaf with a transom. This storefront is capped by a pent roofed porch. On thE 

~~s_facade is a 7 bay, 2 story facade, the west ba~ of which is a single leaf entrance 
(cor 

Currently the lodge hall is over the storefront which faces S. This 
storefront is owned by the Klopfer's, the corner building is owned by the Creasons. 

The corner building once housed the Citizen~ Bank with Tom Anderson as cashier. 
is thought that James Thomas was the owner. The bank folded during the depression. 
Above where the lodge is now located was the Opera House & office space. At one (con 

.u . Description al Envitonmenl and Outbuilc:Jings 
The building sits at the NW corner of Broadway & .Jackso 

with its storefront facing S. Located on the W side of the tracks it is an integral 
part of the central business area of Gorin. 

~5 Sourci:~ ol. Jnlorma11on 

1898 Atlas 
SCM-1976 
Interview with F. Smith & Mr. Arrunons 

46. Preµarud by 
Linda Harper, HPS 

47. Organ1za11011 NEMO 
Re ional Pla 
48 . Date ~'J . Revision Oa1 

4/82 

I 

I 
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... : 
42 . which gives access to the upper story. Further to the W is a 2 story brick addi 

with an east bay entrance & 2 windows. This section sits on concrete & has a Go 
#72 Lodge sign on it. The N facade of the main block indicates a 1 story buildi 
was attached to it, but it has been razed. There are 3 2nd story windows. 

43. time a dentist had an office here. The storefront housed several businesses but 
from 1937 to 1980 Pearl Creason ran a grocery and restaurant here. Later his so1 
ran a sports shop & recreation center for a couple of years. 



House. Bank building. They sold licorice sticks and hard candies 
BITS AND PIECES sideline. School children were good customers. 

Early 1900s: East of the square was Eckman Lumber Company. About 1911-12: George Bratz shoe repair. 
(Mr. Eckman was father of Miss Lilly who married Adam Schenk, 1920s: Allen & Hockett Grocery and Meat Market. ( 
a relative of Paul Schenk.) Later, it was purchased by Harry charge accounts; when bills were paid, large sacks of candy 
Trovillo, then by Walter Hopkins, and is now owned in 1991 by given to the customers.) Bon Ton Cafe was in the northwest c 
Jack Dannenhauer. building. Hattie Walton's restaurant was next door to the Ki1 

North across the street in the brick building in the early 1920s Hotel. In the early 1920s Dutch Volkman' s bakery was loca te1 
was a roller-skating rink, later M.F.A., then Pepsi-Cola, and now the south side. Before I was born, Dad said there was a Towrn 
(1991) part of the Memphis Garment Factory and Hopkins Wagon Shop across the street west of Wiegner's Lumber 
Lumberyard. West of that building was a laundry owned by a Mr . . _ p_an_y,_now-(J991-)-know-n-as-Memphis Lumber Company, owne 

- - DeBord--in-191-5"1919. the Middletpns and located west of the southwest corner of 
The early post office was in the Kinney block, then moved to 

the new J.M. Jayne building south of where Aloha Coffrin's Shoe 
Shop is now (1991), then to the new building north of the north
east corner of the square where it is today. 

I can faintly remember a church on the corner across the street 
from the present post office; the first funeral I ever attended was 
that of Dr. Pile, my childhood doctor. I must have been four years 
old, and I know that was the first time I heard "Onward Christian 
Soldiers." The two houses there now were built of lumber sal
vaged from the church. 

1900s J. H. Mulch furniture store was where Rose Hardware 
Store is today. Above it was a photographer, Symington. 

1914 to 1920s: Tucker's Barbershop was in back of People's 

square. 
1930s: In middle of south side: Mrs. Wayne Wagner and 

Harry Wagner Dress Shop, later purchased and managed 
George Rudy. Bennie Sandknop (Edina) Dress Shop; E. E. Be 
Shoe. 

Before 1920s the grocery was owned and run by Oyler and ~ 
Emerson Oyler. 

1930s and'40s: Where Cook's Men's Store is now (1 
Benteco Grocery & Meats, managed by Joe Conklin. Dr. E 
Symmond's office, which was later moved next door east of 
present V.F.W., was located in the rooms where the Mem1 
Library was. Later, Dr. Keethler had his office in the same ro 
in the library and was later joined by Dr. Lowe. 

NAGGS BAKERY AND CONFECTIONERY 

The Naggs Bakery and Confectionery, located near the center 
of the south side of the square in Memphis, was a true storybook 
shop. The proprietor, Mr. Naggs, was a pink and white, roly-poly 
Englishman, white-aproned, always a broad smile on his rosy
cheeked face, laughing bright blue eyes and a fringe of curling 
white hair around his bald head. He concocted mouth-watering 
goodies of candy, cakes, pies, rolls and various pastries and kept 
them fresh daily in shiny glass display case in the front room of 
the shop. Through a wide double doorway patrons could see into 
the ice cream parlor where tables and chairs, some for children, 
were placed. 

There was a small dance floor and a piano at which Mrs. Luther 
Hudson (Olive), Red Streffan or some other musician presided. 

At Christmas time Mr. Naggs fashioned red and white striped 
candy canes of many sizes, displaying some of them by hanging 
them from a rod across the double doorway. He knew how to en
tice both parents and children. 

The one and only time I ever saw the circus showman Billy Hall 
of Lancaster, Missouri, was at a candy counter in the Naggs Store. 
His shiny silk hat, Prince Albert coat, gold-headed cane and -Over
size diamond ring impressed me so that I have never forgotten. 
My father said the Colonel Hall often came to my grandfather 
Allen's farm to purchase horses. 

To me another unforgettable stopping place during my 
childhood was a converted railroad dining car called The Little 
Red Wagon. It was a short-order diner located beside the 
Zumsteg Brothers Drugstore at the southwest corner of the 
square. It was a convenient stop for a snack after a movie or any 

evening outing. 
Ben and Polly Morris owned and operated one of the most cc 

plete hardware stores in the area. It was on the west side of 
square. Their two sons, Leo and Milton, were good businessn 
who had the Chevrolet agency in a large building sou th of 1 

I.0.0.F. building. Their sister Pearl married Mr. Maurice J. z, 
of Chicago, who opened a men's clothing store on the west 
and was an excellent advertisement for it as he was always imp 
cably attired. 

Mr. and Mrs. A. B. Hirsch and son Horace owned a fine lad1 
ready-to-wear shop next door south of Mr. Zack's store. They w 
noted for their style shows, big productions for such a small tov. 

About a mile south of town Mr. and Mrs. George Monroe liv 
near the Fabius. In that era, when automatic refrigerators and i 
makers were unheard of, Mr. Monroe built a large round barn a1 
in the cold winter months he, with helpers, cut huge chunks of j , 
from the frozen canal and hauled it to the big barn where it w. 
stored deep in sawdust to be sold when hot summer days arrive 
Several horse-drawn wagons equipped with picks and tongs ar 
scales were driven up and down the streets of Memph i 
Housewives were furnished cards with arrow indicators marke 
with various weights. The cards were placed in a window or do 
visible to the driver to inform him how much ice to deliver to th 
house. Children followed along behind the wagon to retrieve an 
small pieces left when the vendor chipped the indicated amount t 
be left at each stop. Such a treat was one of the hot weather pa. 
times for neighborhood children. 

Submitted by Mrs. Henry Boucher 

NOTES ON MEMPHIS 
by George Simon 

1959 talk given to patients in a rest home of Memphis, 
Missouri, by George Simon. His notes were taken by Aunt Alta 
Simon who said, "The articles in this sketch will not win the 
author an illustrated page in Time Magazine. 

"I give this sketch of Memphis (Missouri) to those who are in-

terested in a bygone era that is still bright with memories to th1 
man who is telling it when he is 84 years young." 

"The 1899 populatfon-of Memphis-3500 and growing. 
"I will start this sketch 1873. 
"My parents, both born in Germany, met in Warsaw, Illinois 



married in Alexandria, Missouri, at the home of Mr. John Mulch's 
father. They came to Memphis in 1873. At that time there were a 
few frame houses on the west side of the square. My father rented 
a house, had his harness shop in the front part and lived in the 
back rooms. 

"They had been there a short time when one night a fire broke 
out and burned most of the buildings and their home was one of 
them. At that time, my father thought he could not afford to carry 
any insurance so they lost what they had. 

"When ther_e__was_a fire on the square in the early days, men 
would form a bucket brigade and carry water from nearby wells to 
extinguish a fire. 

"Again, my father started business on the south side of the 
square, where he remained until he moved into a new three-story 
hotel built where the Flower Hotel is now located. He was the first 
man to open his place of business in this new Wabash Hotel. It 
was in the Mackley block. 

"I was born on the south side of the square where the Ben 
Franklin Store is now located, in 1875. 

11 That year my father bought the lot on the west sidr. of the 
square and built the building I now occupy. We lived upstairs. 

"There were a number of vacant lots on the west side. There 
was a building where the Gerth Store is located. Upstairs in this 
building was the first opera house in Memphis, the Mason 0 era 
House. -

"Where the Hertenstein Store is now there was a big frame 
building that set back and a large board platform where they sold 
farm machinery. The next building was the Pitkin and Leslie 
Bank, later Citizens Bank building, at present Farmers and Mer
chants Bank. 

"There were two livery stables west where Weigner Lumber 
Company is located and across the street west was a wagon fac
tory, owned and operated by J. J. Townsend. 

"Where the Missouri Store is located on the southwest corner 
of the square was a vacant lot for years. Pattersons had the only 
dry goods store on that street. 

<<The Odd Fellows Lodge bought the lot and built a three-story 
building. Several years later it was destroyed by fire. 

<<South of this building where the Second Hand Store is now 
located was another livery barn and across the street another 
barn. 

"On the south side of the square, where the Lord's Coast to 
Coast Store is located, was a three-story brick building owned by 
Paxton and Hudson. They operated a dry goods store for years. 

<<Several vacant lots east of this building. 
<<There was a popcorn and peanut stand, a barbershop, a cigar 

factory, with an old Indian sign out in front of their door. 
11 0n the corner was a brick and frame building called the Cen

tral Hotel, operated by Mr. Drew. 
<<Where the present Chevrolet building is was another livery 

barn. On the east side of the street was Saloon Row-four in all. 
<<Beginning with the building now Peoples Bank of Memphis 

on the south-sure were tough places. South on this street was a 
large frame hotel, Daughterty, on the corner a carpenter's shop. 

"Of the dozen or more livery stables, not one is left. 
<<The street east from there was Reese's Opera House, a large 

frame building used as an opera ouse, s atmg rink and dance 
hall. 

'<A few buildings on the east side of the square. The three
story brick building on the southeast corner was a clothing store 
owned and operated by H. G. Pitkin. Also, a few frame houses 
north of the building. A meat market, a small building where they 
sold and repaired sewing machines. A large produce house owned 
and operated by C. R. Combs was where the Masonic Temple is 

located now. 
<<The first market for poultry and eggs at Memphis, Missouri, 

was established by C. ·R. Combs-he was a busy man. He 
employed several men in the poultry house and every week sent 
out six or eight huckster wagons, drawn by mule teams, often in 
bad weather-four mules to a wagon. They made regular trips to 
the country stores for produce and on the return trip picked up 
produce from the farmers. He paid his help Sl.00 per day. 

<<Keller and Hover Grocery Store was on the corner where Tip
pett Oil Station is now locate~ 

"For years there was a wagon factory where the Leach Hatch
ery is located. It was destroyed by fire. This lot was vacant for 
years. It was a much-used lot-by merry-go-rounds, pony and dog 
shows and often used for tent revival meetings. This building was 
owned by H. G. Pitkin. 

((On the northeast corner of the square was a double building 
used by Mrs. Jewett for her furniture store. The buildings were 
owned by Mr. H. G. Pitkin. 

<<A frame building was the next door west. In it was a laundry 
and tin shop. There was a vacant lot next-Mrs. Davis' Millinery 
Shop was in the next building. Joining this was two frame 
buildings, but later a brick building replaced them and was used 
as a furniture store by Mr. Welington who made coffins. There 
was a butcher shop in a frame building on the north side. It 
changed hands about once a year. The Green Clothing Store 
Front, operated by Humphrey. 

((The northwest lot was vacant. For years it was a playground 
where boys gathered to play marbles. 

<<After many years the brick building, now used by Morgan and 
Burns, was erected and was used as a clothing store. 

((When I was a boy, sickness in a household had its compensa
tion. It was the coming of the family doctor. Always, he was in a 
jovial mood and had the entire family around him as a reception 
committee. 

"I shall never forget the saddle bags from which Dr. Murphy 
and Parrish used for the medicines, produced the medicine, which 
always was in powder form and usually taken from two viles. If th 
trouble was diagnosed as bilious attack, powders were prepared 
from the Calomel vial. If it appeared to be malaria, they prepared 
it from the Quinine vial. There was no weighing or measuring, as 
in a drugstore. It was done with the blade of a knife. The doctor 
would produce little squares of paper from his saddlebags or cut 
them from any newspaper that might be at hand. How he 
measured each dose on that knife blade, then deposited it on the 
little square of paper, then folded it in ac~ordance with estab
lished order. There were no written directions. The mother or wife 
was told at what intervals to administer the medicine. 

The capsule had not come into vogue when I was a boy. If the 
family doctor prescribed medicine the patient couldn't keep down 
once it had been swallowed or which the patient couldn't swallow 
because it was so awful to the taste, the trick was turned with slip-
pery elm. . 

<<Around the first courthouse lawn I remember, was a hitch 
rack they used to tie the horses. At that time the only means of 
travel was with horses. Saturdays often it was difficult to find 
room to tie a horse. No paved streets. In the spring it would get 
muddy and require four horses to pull an empty wagon around 
the square. 

<<The following clipping was taken from a Memphis newspaper 
dated 1894: 

'< <We see many changes in the business firms, and the town: 
eight churches, eight ministers, one band, one orchestra, one col
lege, one public school, one Grand Army Post, one Oddfellow 
Lodge, one Masonic Lodge, two photographers, two dentists, one 



opera house, three newspapers (one a daily, The Daily Chronical, 
published by J. W. Bence), three banks, four hotels, eight doctors, 
ten lawyers, three real estate agents, one washing machine fac
tory, one cigar factory, two wagon factories, two pressed brick 
factories, three restaurants, four drugstores, three millinery 
shops, two harness shops, five barber shops, three jewelry shops, 
one marble shop, two tin shops, five blacksmith shops, one cooper 
shop, three lumberyards, five livery stables, six plasterers 12 

____ car_p_enters,- three- contractors, ne u ton factory, four brick 
masons, two shoe shops, three meat markets, two bakeries, one 
foundry, two flour mills, seven grocery stores, two hardware 
stores, two furniture stores, three clothing stores, four dry goods 
stores, four saloons, two billiard halls, one poultry dealer, one 
pant factory, one ax handle factory, pickle tanks, two flour mills, 
two bakeries, one daily ~ewspaper, three weekly newspapers.' 

"My closing thoughts for the day-
. Stars and Stars 

There was when we 
Could Celebrate, 

The Good old field 
of forty-eight -

Alas a_made.it-4,9-- - --------
------=:~~-

We're not complaining 
· It's just fine 
And now Hawaii -' 

Makes it 50, 
And half a hundred, 

Pretty nifty." 
Submitted by Mauretta Smith, niece of George and Alta Simon 

BIG HORN SADDLE 

by Irvin Johnston 

I grew up on a mini-like ranch 
Split by a stream we called Long Branch. 
Dad had a horse and a small herd of cattle, 
But he didn't have any sign of a saddle. 

Well, I got tired of ridin' bare-back 
On a worn out blanket or an old gunny sack. 
So I talked Dad out of two head of cattle, 
And traded them both for a Big Horn saddle. 

I was the proudest boy in the entire state. 
When I went to bed, I could hardly wait 
'Til the roosters crowed at the break of morn 
To get my seat in my new Big Horn. 

My friends came in from miles and miles 
With congratulations, praise, and smiles 
And volunteered to help work cattle, 
Just for a turn in my Big Horn saddle. 

I remember well all through my teens 
My cowboy hat and my Levi jeans. 
Most every day you'd find me ast;add!e 
Of Dad's old horse in my Big Horn saddle. 

We lived on bacon, eggs, and greens, 
Corn bread squares, and pinto beans. 
Just to survive was a constant battle 
But I was happy in my Big Horn saddle. 

There came a dry spell and times got bad 
And Dad lost everything he had. 
He lost the ranch, the horse and the cattle 
But I hung on to my Big Hom saddle. 

Now Dad was broken from stress and strain, 
His lifelong savings down the drain. 
The Lord didn't give him time to wander; 
He soon joined Mother in the great up Yonder. 

There I was at that point and time, 
Out of job without a thin dime. 
I was left up Long Branch without a paddle, 
But I still had my Big Horn saddle. 

Well, I traveled west and got me a job, 
As keen as a briar and rough as a cob. 
Where the coyotes howl and rattlesnakes rattle, 
But I had no fear in my Big Hom saddle. 

With determination and a lot of sweat, 
A buckskin horse and a lariat, 
Just look out there at all them cattle, 
And I did it all in my Big Hom saddle. 

Now the moral of this story is short and sweet. 
Don't give up. If you do, you 're beat. 
If you 're going to win your success battle, 
You've got to keep your seat in the saddle. 

Now I'll soon be leaving this world behind, 
So, if you 're concerned, please bear in mind: 
Do what you wish with ole' Buck and the cattle 
But, p-l-e-a-s-e bury me with my BIG-HORN-SADDLE. 

Submitted by Irving Johnston 

INTERESTiNG BITS ABOUT THE CIVIL WAR 
IN SCOTLAND COUNTY 

There were 1,162 battles and skirmish.es fo ghLin-Missouri. 
The largest one in Scotland County was the one fought at Vassar 
Hill near Bible Grove July 18, 1862. There were 83 men killed and 
wounded in the fight. Some of the rebel soldiers that were killed 
in the battle were buried where they fell. The Federals that were 
killed in battle and those that died of their wounds were buried at 

the Maggard Farm (the house was used as a temporary hospital) in 
the south pasture. Ten of the soldiers were disinterred and moved 
away by relatives. Thirteen others were interred at the National 
Cemetery at Keokuk, Iowa, by order of the government. In the 
skirmish there were 13 Federal horses killed and 27 wounded. 
During the battle many families around the area saw horses 



Acilll 
LOVE IS TOO MUCH TROUBLE &y Guernsey LePulley 

1947 

The fourteen-member cast in Love ls Too l'vfuch Trouble 
and the names of the characters were as follows: Dr. Pillsy 
the college president by Pearl Cotton; Miss Emily Ross the 
dean of women by Elizabeth Hardy; Toasty the harassed 
proprietor of the Poison Pot by Charles West; Connie Ashton 
a college girl working-her-way-through by Bernadine Locke; 
Ebb and Fw Dunham the two happy-go-lucky college sisters by 
Ellen Kirkpatrick and Melba Jacobs; Oggy McCloskey the 
student with the 'scientific theory' by Roger Opie; Joe Burke 
and Pinky Hamilton the two college boys with many 
problems by Dwight DeRosear and Paul Pence; Shirley 
Bradford a college belle by Joan Hoskinson; Cliff Hayward 
the leader of the band playing for the prom by Harold 
Prather; Sugar Lou Jackson a college girl with a southern 
accent by Josephine Franklin; Monica Bates a visiting high 
school senior by Lorraine Leeper; and Mrs. J. Worthington 
Bates the mother of Monica by Marilyn Hudnall. 

m~m.pl,i.s Higl, .Se~ool 
U:l~.s of 1948 

THE MEMPHIS THEATRES with memories for many 
ha e an interesting history. A few brush strokes here will 
"add some paint to the sets of the stage scenery". The 
Kinney Opera House, 108 West Madison off the northwest 
corner of the square, was fashionable in its heyday. In 
No ember 1915 J. C. Kinney leased the Kinney Opera 
House to Alex and Peyton Campbell. (The Majestic Theatre 
appears.) 

ME\!PHIS. THEATRg_ SOLD 
Ray Mcintire of Fairfield, Iowa 

· '1M ·bought the Meninhia ~heatre 
on tht west afrle of the square from 
lll• Alice · Ji0hn&0n, who hM man· 
•red It for about two monthA. H\! 
took possession, Wedne,_dny nnd 1Vi11 
open the · 1how Frirlny ~vf'ninrr. The 
new m1na1ter· baa been in the th Eta tr~ 
hu1fnP1u1" tor> i1evernl yea"' and wi11 
ml)ve hf•· fnmtly here·. aa soon a~ ht.' 
can ftnd ~ a ·lioU- ·~ : . , 

Memphis ·.· Re'Ve i 11 e 
F.eb .• · ~7 ,, ·.·:./l9:4i· . 

,- · . . 

In February 1941, Ray Mcintire of Fairfield, Iowa 
purchased the Memphis Theatre on the west side of the 
square from Miss Alice Johnson. In the l 940's, the Time 
Theatre was operated and managed by Mr. and Mrs. C. W. 
Locke. In October 1956, Richard Davis of Des Moines, Iowa 
leased the Time Theatre and Air Way Drive-In Theatre. 
These continued to be managed by Mr. and Mrs. Elmer Ross. 

On The Atchison, Topeka Anti The Santa FE 

JOHN HODIAK • RAY BOLGER 
... PRESiON FOSTER· VIRGINIA O'BRIEN· ANGELA LANSBURY 

MARJORIE MAIN • CHILL WILLS • um um· mmmm 11 TECHNICOLOR 
•••91' ,..., lty ,.._.... t.t .. "- t,,.,.,.,,...i , .. ,,~Ho .. , Cl••.)-~•"" s.-.- .. ,....._ 

Addl-....t~-._,~1 v- 1...,., . ao..d ....... ._.~So"""'ltot.,• o.t1 AOor.. 

i5irected by GlORGE SIDNEY • Aucxiote Producer ROGER !DENS • Produced by ARTHUR FRUD 
A Mlt 10-G0t..DWYH-MA1'U '1CTUtf • 

In December 1926 Peyton Campbell sold the Majestic 
Theatre to Dr. and Mrs. H. L. Bridgeman of Knoxville , 
Iowa. In August 1928 , Mrs. H. L. Bridgeman sold the 

Majestic to R. S. Dougherty of Mystic, Iowa. ~\.AA p & ~ O U 5 
~5 c:M~WA {Z;.DI..~ 

~ t,\,v~~ 



In 1971, remodeling of the Time Theatre was completed 
in ti P- for the howing of Love St01y. On July 31, 1992 the 
M mphi Cinema (Time Theatre) burn d. It was owned b 
the Memphis Community Pia ers and plans are to build a 
new theatre for Memphi and the community. 

About 1950 tele i ion home-sets were viewed with poor 
reception. Shortl the KTVO tower at Lancaster beamed 
programs to local home on November 21, 1955. James 
'Jimmy' Ru sell, owner of the Strand Theatre at Lancaster, 
was forced to close his theatre doors. He started working for 
the TV studio (Lancaster-Ottumwa) east of Lancaster as an 

June 1989 - Kennedy Theatre at Kirksville befor~ it was tarn down. 

1981 
Trave/,ers HotPI - KirksviUe 

engineer. And Hal Oyler was popular on Channel 3 for 
many ear . The tudio - equipped with single, mo ti 
tationary camera - offered "Town and Country" as a live 

program ponsored b the University of Mi ouri and 
hosted by Jack Bernard and this writer during the 1960's. 
Theatre-goer often tra el to Kirksville. The early movie 
theatres - Famil , Prince . Kennedy - have closed. The 
Petite 3 Cinema now serves the city and surrounding area. 
The Travellers Community Theatre wa bu y each season 
with live theatre during the l 980's. 

The Bus Station - Kirksville - at Dockery Hotel across from the Kennedy. 
These buildings have been tarn down and made parking Lots. 

1981 
Pat Harris - Travellers Cornrnunitv Theatre 

Kirksville . 
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Historic Missouri Theatres Questionnaire 

Scott County Histerlcal Society 

Does your organization have information about the following theatres? 

Stubblefield's Theatre 
Kebdall's Theatre 

Oran 
Sikeston 

Is this( these) theatre(s) still in operation? 

Stubblefield's Theatre 
Kendall's Theatre 

Oran 
Sikeston 

/ yes __ no __ 
yes __ no V 

yes __ no_L_ 
yes __ no _ic:_ 

If not, does the building(s) where the theatre was located still exist? 

Stubblefield's Theatre 
.Kendall's Theatre 

Oran 
Sikeston 

yes __ no_ 1 
yes __ .. no __ 

What other historic theatres were located or are currently located in your area7 ---------

What types of specific information do you have about theatres in your area7 Please note any sources you 
think would be particularly useful for this project. 

books about specific theatres 

photographs 

newspaper articles 

scrapbooks 

county or town histories 

other, please specify 
-----------· 

Do you have any information on which theatre or vaudeville circuit played in your area7 

-· .... --------·--·----· 
What days and times is your library open to the public7 

Can special arrangements be made for the library to be open at other times? 

Who is the best person to contact for more information? -----

Thank you for your assistance. 
Please return to: Becky Snider 1008 Sunset Dr. Columbia, MO 65203 _ ~ a-d ~~ 

-/J .. a . 0--~ ~~If~~ 
~ po . f/ ~ tr ' {/ - <.) }) lk-n ~ ~ ~ ~tJ.-~h:r 

~_:....~f 4~ ~ ~rr- . ~ 
~ (!_,~ ~ z;;t!.(J ~ ~cf=, )~· I~&-' <JJ~ 



Historic Missouri Theatres Questionnaire 

Scott County Historical Society 

Does your organization have information about the following theatres? 

Stubblefield's Theatre 
Kendall's Theatre 

Oran 
Sikeston 

yes __ no i.-r-- ~~ AiJ1r,~O~, a.tu 
yes ___ no -L- \j cv 1J -l'"' 

Is this( these) theatre(s) still in operation? 

~'}~· Stubblefield's Theatre 
Kendall's Theatre 

Oran 
Sikeston 

yes ____ no __ _ 
yes ____ no -X--

If not, does the building(s) where the theatre was located still exist? 

Stubblefield's Theatre Oran yes ____ no __ _ 
'''-"S "" J J .._ --- ••'-' _.b-,_ Kendall':; Theatre Sikeston 

What other h~·stori theatres \\'.ere ).P;fted pr are currently located in your area? ~ ~ __ 

_&u},_~ _-_;~~~---~-~~-~~-JI;-
~- ~~~~--~~d£L1J.~~--~--
What types of specific information do you have about theatres in your area? Please note any sources you 
think would be particularly useful for this project. 

V' books about specific theatres 

photographs 

_/ newspaper articles 

scrapbooks 

county or town histories 

other, please specify 

&L ~~-~-00~~_/jJ_( 

~~~u:ii~~~ 

Do you have any information on which theatre or vaudeville circuit played in your area? 

____ -d:1d_~~~~~-~-~~----------------------------------------
Wha t j's a}ict ~7~:~our lib~ op~n to t~e pu~lf ?i:!:Jt:d._9A_~-!-~1..~---
_.oaz-"- ~-"'~'""f-!IMi-:SfJAL~---.... --------~-..iPtJLJ/L{jj ______ f[. ____ _ 

~ ~n:~~t~- ------------

Who is the best person f6 contact for more information? -~/;,_-'- __ 

(j I- 57:3-33';'- 7J=~ 



January 28, 1998 

Becky L. Snider 
1008 Sunset Drive 
Columbia, MO 65203 

Ms. Snider: 

Margaret Cline Harmon 
1879 El Rio Drive 

Cape Girardeau, MO 63701 
Email: mcharmon@clas.net 

On behalf of the Scott County Historical Society I hope the enclosed information you requested 
is not too late to help you with your dissertation. If there is more time available, I will do more 
research for you. 

Enclosed is your completed questionnaire on Historic Missouri Theatres. Also enclosed is a copy 
of a picture and description of the Illmo Opera House from Edison E. Shrum's book Grczysboro 
to Ancel. A History of the Scott City Area. Additionally I have enclosed adds from two movie 
theatres in Scott County back in 1939. I know these are out of business but I do not know if the 
buildings are standing. 

A window of time is now available to do more research for you if your deadline has not closed. 
You may write me at the address above or Email me should you want me to continue researching 
Scott County Theatres. 

Best wishes on your dissertation and future career. 

Sincere regards, 

mtiJtWfiU!Zc-
Margaret Cline Harmon 
Member, Scott County Historical Society 



HISTORY OF ORAI\ ~E\\ SPAPERS 

" Chaffee Signal". 1t is now calJed "The Signal" and 
" North Scott County News", because under other 
publishers. 

The Oran Tribune was established in 1918 with H. 
L. Matthews as editor. The paper discontinued in 
June of 1923. 

In 1945 the Oran Chamber of Commerce began to 
publish a monthly bulletin of local news. It was 
printed in a Cape Girardeau job shop. The bulletin 
was called "The Oran Chamber of Commerce and 
Local News" and soon became a semi-monthly and 
then a weekly. 

Ray Robinson who was then president of the 
Chamber of Commerce bought an ancient 12xl8 inch 
press from Walter Temme in Illrro. Trouble was it 
had collected dust, rust and mold in the basement of 
Mr. Temme and was doubtful if it would run and it 
weighed three thousand pounds. 

While the bulletin was being printed it. was the 
duty of Elwood Thompson as town booster to pick 
up the bulletins and bring them home for 
distri~ution. He could take them to his home spread 
t hem out on the bed, scan their makeup, fold them, 
address them by hand and put them in the mail. 

Now this job did not go unrewarded for Elwood 
because he liked io watch the machinery go around 
and at the job shop he got his first glimpse of a press 
rn action. He inquired of operator how long it would 
t ake to learn to operate one and learned it would take 
some four years. 

After Mr. Robinson bought the press which 
Elwood moved to Mr. Robinson's enclosed back 
p orch, th e work really begun. It took lots and lots of 
sandpaper, gasoline, paint remover and elbow grease 
to put " Betsy" to rolling but finally the "News" was 
launched. 

Elwood scrubbed the ink off his hands and 
prepared to go to the farms for ads and subscriptions 
for the "News". On the back of his car he built a cart 
in which to put chickens in lieu of cash. He picked up 
many stories along the route of the farrrs. 

One day the press caved Robinson's porch floor 
in, the roller broke, parts flew 1every which way 
through adjoining berlroom window and the whole 
press had to be weided together. Mr. Robinson 
became ill soon after and had to sell the paper. 

Elwood, wantin~ fo know more_ about newspaper5 

went away to study photo engraving. 
Roman Ressel then bought the "News" from Mr. 

Robinson and moved it into his filling station. 
Somehow Roman hung onto the paper until Elwood 
came home. They put old "Besty" in retirement and 
bought a flat-bed Whitlock press. Elwood picked up 
each week the machine-set type that was done by 
Ralph Mattocks in his printing shop at Chaffee. Then 

he.- and R una. would ~et up di~ 1-·}a ~· ;ids, arra11ge :.hE
type in 6-col um n page form and ru n it off on t he 
\'rh itlock. In 1950 t here was a 900 circulat ion and 
not a deadline had been missed. 

It was in September of 1954 that George Allen 
Westland purchased the Oran News from Roman 
Ressel. Early in 1955 the paper was moved from the 
Ressel Garage to the building owned by Corona 
Harper, next door to the Oran Cafe. In 1957 the Oran 
News and Chaffee Leader was sold to Neil Amundson 
and later was sold to Millham. The next owner of the 
little paper was Ral_oh Mattocks who bought it in 
1960. In 1961 the office was moved into the home of 
Mrs. Olive Westland where it remained until Mrs. 
Roman Ressel took over the paper in her home. Mr. 
Bob Kielhofner of Chaffee bought the paper in 196, 
who also owned the Chaffee Signal. ':i:'he papers are 
now combined and name changed to '"THE SIGNAL 
AND NORTH SCOTT COUNTY NEWS". 

ORAN OPERA HOUSE 
In 1914 C. and A. J. Matthews built the Oran 

Opera House where now is Cook's Garage. 
Contractors for the buikhng were from Cape 
Girardeau. Some of the local men who helped in ihe 
building were Will Grice and George 13owman. Arthur 
McCray and his brother Otto hauled sand for the 
concrete and lathes for the framework by wagon 
from Chaffee and Rockview. Down front ran the 
large stage with dressing rooms on each side. The 
large auditorium held hundreds of people. Across the 
back ran a large balcony. Here was the scene of many 
st.age shows, revival meetings and in 1920 the first 
graduating exercise of the Oran High School was held. 
In the first year there were three seniors Early Crader, 
Alpha Lyons, and Helen Bowman. The exercises were 
held here until in 1925 when the high school building 
was built. In the late twenties a Mr. Kibby operated 
the "MASJESTIC THEATRE" in the building with 
silent films. Between the reels as they were then 
called piano music was played. Some of the ladies 

COOK'S GARAGE . 
who played for this was Mrs. John Metz Mrs. Frank 
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. ,Jetz, ~Jrs. Charles Durris, ~Jrs. Coro na Harper, and 
Evelyn. Tenkhoff. At the front of th e building on 
each side were office rooms. In one, Mr. \\ illiam 
Oliver had his law office, in the other was Mrs. Cho le 
Engle, a seamstress. In 1931 Fred Stur~eon bought 
t he building ~nd operated a forage shop and gara~ge. 
He sold to his brother A. R. Sturgeon in J 939 \l\·ho 
with John Diebold as partner ran the garage until 
1945. In 1953 Albert Cook bought the building and 
has since operated a garage. 

DIASTERS IN ORAN 
FIRES IN ORAN 

The above buildings were known as the Metz Block 
an'cf burned earl~y Sunday morning, November 19, 
1922. The building where the Oran State Bank nO\v 
stands '•as k rnwn as the Lemp Building which 
contained three business places and was purchased by 
Andy and George Metz, who operated the 1\1 etz 
Brother saloon ii.1 the corner room on the site of the 
present bank. The next room in th is building was a 
barber shop operated by Charles Merrit and Frank 
Carter and the room on the right of the Lemp 
building was a cafe operated by Adolph Schaefer. The 
upstairs was known as the Lodge Hall, rented by 
several lodges. 

The large two ..story building also owned by the 
Metz Brothers and the large room on the left was 
occupied by Moore and Stubblefield General Store 
handling groceries, cloth ing, hardware, implements: 
furniture, etc. This room was later occupied by the 
late l\ir. William Oliver. The next ro'om was the Banks 
Saving Store wLich sold ladies and men's clothing 
exclusively. The room on the very right was a butcher 
shop operated by Frank Miller and George Driskill 
and later by ·the Halter Brothers. Part of the large 
upstairs was used as a furniture display room and the 
remainder was used at one time as an arsenal where 
weapons were stored in case an outbreak occurred. 

The large two story building on the far left is the 
Heisserer Department Store. The building was built in 
1901 and 1902 by Stubblefield, In 1904 it was 
operated as the T. S. Heisserer and Company, a 
General merchandise store. In 1924 it came under the 
ownership of Z. A. Heisserer, G. J. Slickman with 
Valerie Heisserer as a silent partner. It operated under 

· ·the name of the Heisserer Department Store until on 
Sunday morning August 31, 1952 when a fire 
destroyed the building which also housed the Majestic 
Theatre in the upstairs. 

In the far left comer was the Oran Bank and 
the roo'm where the Burger Barber shop is now 
located, it was the Lutes Drugstore up until 1910. 
Harry C. Watkins had a complete men's furnishing 
store from 1910 until 1930 in this location after the 

The fire of St=ptember 1952 when the T. S. 
Heisserer Department burned to the ground. 

drugstore was vacated. De. \\'cstcoat and C. and A. J. 
Matthews had offices upstairs where Mr. and Mrs. Ed 
Burger now lives. 

CYCLONE SWEEPS THROUGH ORAN 

In May of 1917 the eastern part of the town of 
Oran was badly damaged by a cyclone that swent 
through Scott County. The church building n:at 
bel9nged to the people of the Church of God Faitl-: 
was demolished, it being located wliere now stands 
the home of Mrs. Ida Halter. The roof was torn off 
and moved, and tl1e floor was shoved ten feet from 
the foundation. Despite the feriocity of t! ie wind, t 11e 
seats in the church were practically as they had been 
left after the last services. The homes of Mrs. Lizze 
\\'alters and the Lester Turners were completely 
demolis};ed. A Buick automobile belonging to John P. 
McCarty was stripped of its steering gear and top. The 
brick walls of the l\'letz building and the Hale block 
were damaged, the City Hall which at that time was a 
frame building located where now stands the old fire 
house, was shoved off its foundatjon. Jap McCord's 
barn was blown away, several of the out buildings at 
the Harry Watkins and J. B. Bowman homes cham~ed 
locations from one lot to another, a pump at the 

Lyman :Matthews home was pulled up six feet, part of 

the roof of the Oran Bank was blown away, and the 

roof was torn off the J. Banks busi!1ess block. 

Damage at Oran was estimated at $5000, which was a 
lot of money back then. Charles Burris, south west of 
Oran, was one of the heaviest losers in the 
storm-swept section. He bad a fine house and $1500 
worth of furniture which was completely destroyed. 

Mr. Burris saw the twister heading for his place and 
together with his family took refuge in a culvert near 
his home. 
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Theater 
ILLMO 

Saturday 
SEPTEMBER 22 

The Avengers 
Starring John Carroll 

Serial 1 Cartoon 

Sunday and Monday 
SEPTEMBER 23-24 

Go For Brok~ 
112n<l Regiment.al Combat .Team. 

Starring Van Johnson 
News ,,,8 ?Jif. { q j-/ 1 C~rtoon 

- ,ORAN, MO. 
Program week Feb. 23 to Mar. 1 

I THURSDAY FEB. 23,/9J' THURSDAY-Two Big Features I Tw F ature Program-The Jones 
Claudette Colbert and Robt. Young in 

1 
Family i: · 

I Me.t Him in Paris 1 1
1 Down on the Farm 

NanL;t Th~: Li;~·d in PlusFe:aR~:dD:~o~ 
FRI.-SAT.--M:at. 2:30 Saturday 

BARGADN NIGHTS 
Harry Carey and Hoot Gibson in 

I The Last Outlaw 

1SUN. AND MON.-Mat. 2:30 Sunday 
Robert Taylor & Barbara Stanwyck in 

·i This Is My Affair 

TUESDAY IS $ $ NIGHT 

Matinee 3 o'clock 
Warner Oland in 

Chas. Chan at the 
Olympics 

WEDNESDAY AND THURSDAY 

Her~lded as the best ·pictur e pro- 1 
duced in the last ten years. Janet 
Gaynor and Fredric March in 

1 

0 A Star Is Born ;,. ~r ir;J J 

You'll call it the fastest picture even I Saturday Shows Start at 7 p. rn. 
after you catch your breath. · All Others Start at 7 :30 p. rn. 

Both for 10-21c. · 

·FRI. AND SAT., FEB. 24-25 

Red River Range 
With The Three Mesquiteers-Plus the 
·last chapter of "Red Barry." 10-21c. 

Thursday and Friday 
SEPTEMBER 13-14 

llown.rd Durr, wit.h a great su11por\~ 

SUN .. AND MON., FEB. 26-27 I ing cas t., in a thrilling story of 
Another mighty and grand feature in 

1 

Blackmail. His Camera was more 
technicolor-J eanette MacDonald and deadly than a gun. 
Nelson Eddy in · 

Sweethearts . , 
1

1 Shakedown 
M. G. M. brings you its biggest show. 
Plus news and comedy. 10-26< ' 

TUESDAY, .FEB. 28 

Federal Man Hunt 
Also seleeted short subjects. 10.:15c 

FAMILY ·NIGHT • 

.~ ~ 
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SCOTT COUNTY DEMOCRAT 
Hlft"Olf, JOSSOOIL JAXUilY I, 1111 

111111111n1111111111111111111111111111~111111111111 

'MAJESTIC· THEATRE 
··ORAN, MO. 

Program ~anuary 5th to 12th 

THURSDAY9 JAN. 5 

Rich Man Poor Girl 
~.-A,.ring- Robert Youne:, Lew Ayres, 
Ruth HuBBey and Guy Kibbee. 1Q-21c 

iFRI. AND SAT., JAN. 6-7 
A great western-The 3 Mesquiteers in 

Pals of the Saddle 
Featuring John Wayne and Ray Cor
rigan, Max Terhune.. . 10-21c 

SUN. AND MON~ JAN. 8-9 

Submarine Patrol 
With Richard Greene·and Nancy Kelly. 
To be young, madly in love, this was 
the great war's great adventure. Plus 
N ew.s, Golden California and Strang
ers Ride Again. 10-26c. 

TUESDAY, JAN. 10 
Th; Jones Family in 

Safety in Numl,ers 
Family Night. · 10-15c 

1111111111111111111iII111111111111111111111111111111 ' 

Plaza Theatre 
· ·tLLMO, MO. . 

THURSDAY-LAST TIME TODAY 
Shirley Temple, Chas. Farrell and Bill 
Robinson in · · · 

Just Around. the C~rn~r 
. FRIDAY ONLY . 

Free Chinaware · to. ladies 
Joe E. Brown and Leo Carillo in 

Flirting With Fate 

SAT. ONLY-Mat. 2:30-Ba~galn Nite 
The biggest piCture ever otf ered at 

Bargain prices-Robert Donat and 
Rosalind Russell in 

The Citadel 
. ':· BArRGAIN NIGHT 

SUN. AND MON.-Mat. 2:30 Sun. 
Here comes the · musical hit picture 

of the year-=-Hear Dick Powell sing 
"You Must Have Been A Beautiful 
Baby" to . Olivia DeHavilland in 

IJ;~rd To Get 
- ,S.\.: 

TUESDAY-MAT. 3 O~eloek . . WED. AND THURS., JAN. 11-12 
Two swell features 

Vacation From Love 
Lew Ayre~~ and Lionel Barrymore in• 

· Y'oujig ·Dr. Kildare .. · · ~ 
A new design .for romance. Feature 

No. 2--Jane Withers in 

... ~ Keep Smiling 
, Sh·~ made you laugh a lot and cry 

a little, but yQU· haven't .seen··anything 
until you watch Jane take Hollywood 
apart and then put it together again, 

10-21c 
' ,r-

1 

COMING .WED-. THTJR.S.-2 Big 
. '~. · Features 

Richard Greene arid · Prest~n . Foster in ' 

Submarine-Patrol · 
And a new Columbia picture 

Man's Castle 
i . .-:· . 
i n Ill 111111111111111111111111111111111 m Ill Ill Ill II i I . 



lllmo 
Opera Honse 

t 
Mudf'rn Play House 

J. P. LIGHTNER . 
. • .. . ow- ...... _ • ._ 

§00 Opera Chain; Eltttric Lil(hh 
Elevated Floor; Bir S~r ; Good 

~ Drnaing Room•; 2, SOO People, 
Good Show Towa; Price. to Cor
retpcMlJ with Atuactioa; A Rc&I 
Sunday NicbtTowa; :I R.ailr1*ia. 
Want only ~ bnt, If not rood 
don't write for dates. 

0.. .. • 1 Y- OW T-.'• ......_ 

ILLMO. )10. 

I 

LIGHTNER'S OPERA HOUSE, built in 1910 and 
de st1~oyed by fire in 1930. The above card 
was part of Li5htner's advertising campaign 
designed to bring. first-class vaudeville 
entertainment to Illmo. Lightner must have 
developed a deep love for the theater during 
his years as a showboat entrepreneur, in 
order to dare to erect as pretentious an 
opera house as the above in Illmo, then a 
rough new railroad town that in 1910 had a 
population of only 976. 

View northeast from the Amrhein drugstore corner 
toward the southern Hotel, which was located where 
Dr. Steven F. Roth's dental office now stands. The 
Southern Hotel, once one of the area's best known 
hostelries, burned on Dec. 15, 1950, leaving a huge 
pile of bricks, of which I salvaged a few and used them 
to build a walk in my bac:J'.a~d. j 
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/) 
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Historic Missouri Theatres Questionnaire 

Shelby County Historical Society 

Does your organization have information about the following theatres? 

Miller Opera House 
Rutledge BP 

Shelbina 
Clarence 

Is this(these) theatre(s) still in operation? 

Miller Opera House 
Rutledge BP 

Shelbina 
Clarence 

/ yes ____ no __ _ 
yes ____ no __ _ 

/ yes ____ no __ _ 
yes ____ no __ _ 

If not, does the building(s) where the theatre was located still exist? 

Miller Opera House 
Rutledge BP 

Shelbina 
Clarence 

./ yes ____ no __ _ 
yes ____ no __ _ 

What other historic theatres were located or are currently located in your area? ----------------

--~-~4_Q_~-~-=-------------------------------
---~--------------------------------------------------------------
Please check the specific types of information you have about theatres in your area? Please note any 
sources you think would be particularly useful for this project. 

books about specific theatres 

photographs 

newspaper articles 

scrapbooks 

county or town histories 

other, please specify 

Do you have any information on which theatre or vaudeville circuit played in your area? 

What days and times is your library open to the public? __________ / L_-5_ ________________ _ 

Can special arrangements be made for the library to be open at other times? 

Who is the best person to contact for more information? ___ j<' A_t~ l 4_~-~j_~~±l ffi ___________ . 

Thank you for your assistance. 
Please return to: Becky Snider 1008 Sunset Dr. Columbia, MO 65203 

K. WILHAM GENEALOGICAL 
RESEARCH & PUBLISHING 

RR 1, BOX 150 573-633-2206 
SHELBYVILLE, MO 63469-9755 



August 31, 1997 

Shelby County Historical Society 
215 South Center Street 
Shelbina, MO 63468 

Dear Shelby County Historical Society Representative: 

I am a graduate student in the Environmental Design Department at the University of 
_Missouri - Columbia working on a PhD in Historic Preservation. My dissertation focuses 
on historic theatres, halls, and opera houses in outstate Missouri. I am attempting to 
compile a database of information about the theatrical venues which have existed in 
l'.1i~souri. I am pirticularly interested in the theatres and opera house~ which still exist 
even if they are no longer functioning as a performance space. Eventually, I hope to 
produce a book about historic theatres in Missouri. 

In your area, I am aware of the following theatres and am interested in any additional 
information about them that you can provide: 

~ Shelbina Miller Opera House - ~ ~ C ~ 
· Clarence Rutledge B P 2.. \ o e...."' n.J _ 

G-/e1JJJ cJ r+ (.C...,,.c...e.._ 
2 

~ S c e N 4-et!- S ~e Lb i nA > ~ ?.J 1Q.. '\ \A.{L. 
,s- 1 1 t !> H- oo · Tl t?O~ .J __ • 

' ~ However, there may be or have been other theatres, halls, or opera houses in your area ~ / 
c..L~ that I have yet to discover. I would appreciate your help in locating information about the p O_ ~S 

iJ...e_ ~ theatres and opera houses in your area. I am enclosing a short questionnaire to help guide ~ ~ 
you to the type of information I am inter~sted in obtaining. . ~ 

')!;~P · , For your convenience, I have enclosed a self-addressed, stamped envelope for you to Se~ c,;._O I 

'e:. ~ return the questionnaire to me. In addition, I am enclosing a small donation to your ~ 0 ~ 
organization OAA. tJ:JJJ7. 
If your organization charges a fee for research inquiries, please advise me of the ~ ~ ~ 
anticipated cost prior to beginning any searches. I can be reached by phone at (573) 443 -
3241 or you may simply send the information to me in the postage-paid enclosed 
envelope. 

Thank you for your assistance. 

Sincerely, 

~I!)~ OAA.._'1.Su-~ .\..o 
Becky . Smoer 0 M . 
1008 Su set Drive ~ '""-
Columbia, MO 65203 
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The Opera H ouse buil t around 1890 as it appeared around 1900. 
Other picture on th is page ho\\' it in \'arious stages as it went down 

Damages Estimated From $80.000 To $100.000 By E arly :Vlorning 
Blaze . April 6. 19.5 . 

. -l. bo,·e. names are shown sweeping through the three -story building 
fo rmerly occupied by the postoffice and Pope Crate :\Hg. Co. On the 
right i~ the front of the Hunnewell tandard ne\\·spaper . Shelbina 
a nd :\lonroe City firemen are shown at the scene . 

Abm·e is the i?'Utted three- tory building known as the old opera 
house . in wh ic h wa located the postoffice and the Pope Crate :\Hg . 
Co .. after the fire had destroyed hal f a block of buildings in 
Hunnewell. 



The Old Chautauqua 

A highlight of the first hundred years in Shelbina 
was the Redpath-Vawter Chautauqua, an institution 
that entertained and -delighted the community for a 
:ie:ind of seventeen years, beginning in August, 1911. 
· A meeting was held in October, 1910, for the pur
p .. ~e of bringing the Chautauqua to Shelbina and the 
Shelbina Democrat of October 12th reported that 
"George Gose and other business man are securing 
janers to the guarantee". In order to get the 

Chautauqua; a fixed amount of money was required as 
a guarantee, and about one hundred business men and 
citizens of the town signed the necessary agreement, 
~ upported by individual signed agreements to purchase 
·eCtson tickets at $1.50. In later years the season tickets 
~ i:,~ rl at $2, and toward the end of the series at $2.25, but 
t!1!S community probably never had, before or since, 
quite so much entertainment at such low cost. 

· There were three sessions daily of the program, 
morning, afternoon and evening, for a full week. The 
first Chautauqua, held August 17 to 23, 1911, adver
tised a program of 33 events, and described the 
Chautauqua as "The People s University. The Most 
American Institution in America". 

Morning sessions were usually devoted to lectures 
:-i_ · prominent people, including senators, governors 
a:,d professional speakers, although later the morning 
program was changed to the children's hour. At times a 
well known speaker was presented in the afternoon or 
evening, depending upon the travel schedule from one 
town to another in the circuit, or upon his popularity. 
William Jennings Bryan, the "silver tongued 
orator" of his generation, spoke in Shelbina in August, 
19 l2, at which time, in the course of his address, he 
nl-iserved that not even our greatest scientists could un
r: ~-· :-stand or explain how a red cow could eat green grass 
Jnd produce yellow butter. Bryan could speak the 
language of the common n1an , and was widely known 
as the Great Commoner. Many other speakers 
appeared through the years, including: Thomas Brooks 
Fletcher, Senator Luke Lea, Senator James K. Var
daman, Judge Ben B. Lindsey, John Temple Graves , 
Henry J. Allen , Quinn O'Brien, Francis J. Heney, Vic-
or Murdock, Dr. Frank Church, and many others. 

Good music was an important part of the enter
: a inment, and many fine musical organizations were 
pre ented, including orchestras by Schildkret and 
Krantz, and such concert bands as Thaviu, Quintana, 
Kryl , John C. Weber, and Signor Quaglia with his 

Italian band. 
Dramatic plays were presented on the stage of the 

big tent (located in the school yard) by such groups as 
the Ben Greet Players and the Wm. J. Keighley 
Players. The dramatic productions included: Comedy 
of Errors, Strange Bedfellow, Broadway Jones , Robin 
Hood , Adam and Eve , Captain Applejack, The 
Melting Pot, Mothing But The Truth, Applesauce, It 
Pays to Advertise and Turn to the Right. 

Other entertainment included: Garett's Trained 
Animals, The Riner Sisters, Grand Opera Singers, 
Royal Hawaiians, Dunbar Singing Sextette, Russian 
Cathedral Quartet, and the Filipine Serenaders. In the 
19i6 program, for example, there were fourt een 
musical numbers and twelve speakers, of whom 
Senator Thomas P. Gore of Oklahoma was a headliner. 

Mrs. Florence Nolin Sullivan, well known here as a 
talented violinist, was the only person in this area who 
was included as a Chautauqua entertainer. She served 
with Redpath-Horner and Redpath Vawter as a 
member of a women 's string ensemble, but did not 
appear in the Shelbina circuit. 

By 1927 the Chautauqua was beginning to run into 
trouble. The Shelby County Fair and the Chautauqua 
were usually held during the month of August, and t he 
community perhaps was beginning to t ire of the double 
feature during hot weather. Some thought the quality 
of the programs had declined, and a few business men 
observed that no one guaranteed their businesses 
against loss . By then , also, the radio and the 
automobile had came along to offer diversion and com
petition. Season ticket subscribers and guarantors 
became more reluctant to sign agreements, so for 1927 
the Chautauqua was reduced from a seven day circuit 
to a five day program. 

At the end of the 1927 Chautauqua, only 200 peo
ple signed for season tickets for the following year. The 
guarantors, who had stood by for seventeen years, now 
refused to sign an agreement for 1928, and that was the 
end of the Chautauqua in Shelbina. Too many people 
seemed to consider themselves as graduates of "The 
People 's University", and it was not long thereafter 
before other communities began to experience similar 
difficulties and the Chautauqua was forced to fold its 
tent and quit , leaving behind it a fine and memorable 
contribution in adult education and community 
culture. 
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19/3 the old type Headliner and Justowriters were 
replaced with a modern Compugraphic 7200 and a 
Compugraphic Compuwriter. 

At this date , there are four men and four women 
regularly employed in the publication of the Democrat, 
which goes into 2775 homes. 

Physicians and Surgeons in Shelbina from 1912-
1972: Dr. R. S. Battersby, Dr. E. M. Mills, Dr. Charles 
M. Chapman, Dr. James W. Chapman, Dr. Manford 
Dimmitt, Dr. James A. Furnish, Dr. Theodore 
Hoerchler, Dr. Charles A. Lichty . Dr. J. D . Smith, Dr. 
William J. Smith, Dr. Florian Vaughn, Dr. H. E. 
Vaughn. 
Osteopaths in Shelbina from 1912-1972: Dr. Roy L. 
Caldwell, Dr. John Duncan, Dr. Richard A. · 
Mihalevich, Dr. Ernest M. Moore, Dr. Gladys (Simp
son) Bower, Dr. S. L. Simpson, Dr. Andy J. Tils, Dr. 
,Joseph H. Tomei, Dr. Williams. 
Dentists in Shelbina from 1912-1972: Dr. Roy A. 
Bevan, Dr. Raymond G. Calvin, Dr. Joseph A. Daniel, 
Dr. Wallace Holmes, Dr. Thomas W. Lyell, Dr. 
Freeland R. Rice, Dr. W. A. Russell, Dr. W. L. Selsor. 
Pharmacists in Shelbina from 1912-1972: Charles B. 
Allen, Earl Bowen, R. E. (Gene) Hatcher, George 
Hickey, James M. Maupin, Aubrey McCully, Charles 
Miles, Ed Rhea, John Sherwood, John B. Yost. 
Lawyers in Shelbina 1912-1972: Fred C. Ballow, Dan 
Ballow, Rolin T. Boulware, Robert E. Crist, George C. 
Grant, Lane B. Henderson, Harry Libby, Tom Oswald, 
Kenneth Schloman and Gary Wallace. 
Veterinarians in Shelbina · from 1912-1972: Dr. 
George Estes, Dr. House, Dr. Donald F. Lucas, Dr. 
Jack L. Neil , Dr. R. P. Poage, Dr. Howard L. Ragsdale, 
Dr. Lee Rice. 

The Opera House -
Memories of Bygone Days 

By Mrs. Roselle Miller Humphrey 
Long before moving pictures, the most widespread 

place of entertainment for the family was the "Opera 
House". Minstrel shows, plays and musical programs 
were a few of the activities which took place on the 
opera stage. In 1888, Shelbina, too, was to have its own 
opera house. 

The idea for the opera house came when Mr. 
Charles Miller and Mr. Jess White decided to go into 
partnership and build a building to have stores on the 
ground level and the opera house would be above them. 
Later Mr. Miller became the sole owner and for many 
years, Miller's Furniture Store was on the ground floor. 
C & R Market today occupies part of the building and 
Mr. Charles Brown owns the old Opera House upstairs. 

The Opera House, with 30-40 foot ceilings, was 
quite elegant in its day and had three different sections 
in which patrons were seated. The reserve section con
sisted of two sections with a central aisle and aisles at 
each side. The seats were folding chairs, all connected 
in a row. Underneath each seat was a rack for a 
gentlemen'a hat. The less expensive seats were located 
in the back under the balcony-these were wood 
straight chairs. The "gallery" was reserved for negroes. 

Footlights lighted the stage while kerosene lamps 
down the center aisle furnished other lighting. Two 
huge pot-bellied stoves heated the building with a 
smaller stove backstage for the performers. Small win
dows near the ceiling let out hot air during the summer. 

The curtain for the stage was painted. Red velvet 
curtains draped and held back by gold cords revealed a 
scene, probably a waterfall. Sometime later this cur
tain was painted with names of local advertisers and 
patrons of the Opera House. 

Traveling troupes played here for a one-week, ten 
days or two week stands at a time. The players were 
lodged in the old Waverly Hotel, or occasionally , in 
private homes. Usually a band consisting of five or six 
instruments played a concert before the opening act or 
between acts. Some of the most popular plays 
presented in Shelbina were "East Lynne", "Uncle 
Tom's Cabin", "The Count of Monte Cristo", and 
"Little Lord Fauntleroy". 

There were, also, minstrel shows, reviews and an 
occasional concert. One of the favorite performers was 
Blind Boone. William Jennings Bryan once spoke at 
the Opera House. 
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The Opera House was, also, used for high school 
plays and graduation ceremonies. During the 1920's 
one such opera produced locally was "H. M. S. 
Pinafore" and one of the plays, "Patty Makes Things 
Hum" and several ministrels. Sometimes around 1930, 
when the new high school was built, the old Opera 
House closed. The building is now used for storage by 
Brown's Furniture Store. 

. . 

First Miller Furniture Store, stood where Dr. J. H. Tomei's office is 
now. 

DOBYNS Lumber Co. in 1905. This building stood just where the 
one today does . 

... ~;~. ~ 
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Freight Depot-Shelbina 

Shelbina Sewer Plant 

Town and Country Swimming Pool 

~'. She lby County Railroad Bridge and Water Ta 
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She1b1na 

Pre-paved Center street 

Main i;treet looking North. 

Main street looking South. 
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started at the east eage of Shelbina, curving to the 
northwest and intersected Highway 15 three blocks 
north of the old highway, continuing west to intersect 
the original highway at the west edge of the city. More 
than a block of houses were either torn down or moved 
to provide a clover-leaf at the intersection of the two 
highways; this clover-leaf was never constructed, 
however. Some of the houses which were relocated 
north of the new highway and east of Highway 15, was 
made into a new addition to the city and called 
'Threlkeld's Addition ' . 

In 1967, "The Shelby Plaza", a new shopping 
center, was opened just north of the new Highway 36. 
There are seven places of business in the Plaza at this 

? time. Also, a large grocery, two motels, two restaurants 
· and two se·rvice stations adjoining. 

The Salt River Nursing Home was built in 1971-72 
just west of the new shopping center and was opened in 
January, 1973. It is a beautiful, modern 120 bed home -
one Shelby County citizens can be proud of. 

The Town and Cm{ntry swimming pool (a private 
one) was built in the 1960's. 

In 1867 the city began plans on major water system 
improvements and voters approved a $150,000 bond 
issue for this purpose. 

This same year a contract was signed to have 
natural gas and construction got underway on both 
water and gas improvements. 

Main Street looking north in 1972. 

Aerial view of Shelbina taken in 1957 . 

. I 

Father Buhman Community Center Salt River Nursing Home opened Janu 
t 

j· 



9. Cl-lw/.<5 Ca.vit!J--
Historic Missouri Theatres Questionnaire 

Augusta Historical Society /Friends of Historic Augusta 

What historic theatres were located or are currently located in your area? -------------------

_ _lI i s_t,.Q.£i..£-8..Y...9.JJ.~....aJ2...Q.a.S..O..t:.e..d__t,b e a :t...e.I:_in i t s H a rm an i.e.:JZ e re i n.......ll.aLLiJJ.-..t..h.,e_.....1..aCLQ.s_ _ 

_ _?..=_a_~~~~~-l: ro_m_i n :_~~~E.!~~-_c:_l:_~~ ch~~~~-~<:_~ o o ~-in -~~-~_Q_Q_.:__~E~_v_j.J-~~[~--
h ad no theater building per se. 

Please check the specific types of information you have about theatres in your area? Please note any 
sources you think would be particularly useful for this project. 

books about specific theatres 

photographs 

x newspaper articles 

scrapbooks 

county or town histories 

other, please specify 

Do you have any information on which theatre or vaudeville circuit played in your area? 
Palosis Theater of St. Louis played in Augusta 1879, 1880 (See above newspaper 

-2~-M-ay-l879~-22-Jan--l880):"---------------------------------------------------

St. Charles entertainment group "The Clerks" played Augusta 1897. (See 26. ll. _ 
What days and times is your library open to the public? ________________________ JJ~.2.1-.!!..§W s...E_~ r) 

Can special arrangements be made for the library to be open at other times? 

T ...... • • ~ - t t.c · f ·· 7 Translator and book author vvno is tne nest person to con ac 1or more m onnauon. ------------------------------------· 

Anita M. Mallinckrodt, PhD - 314/228-4821 (498 Schell Rd., Augusta, MO 63332) 

Thank you for your assistance. Thank you for your donation to Friends of 
Please return to: Becky Snider 1008 Sunset Dr. Columbia, MO 65203 Historic August a. 



Becky L. Snider 
1008 Sunset Drive 
Columbia, MO 65203 

Dear Ms. Snider: 

September 10, 1997 

We have received your letter concerning the old theatres, etc., in St. Charles. We 
do have considerable information in our files on these theatres. None of the ones you 
mentioned are still in existence. But most of the buildings still stand. There is material 
on newer theatres al~o. 

We are enclosing a card which contains our hours and other information. If you 
do your own research, we charge $2.50 per day and 15 cents for copies. Ifwe research 
for you, we charge $8.00 per hour. It would probably run approximately $20. 

We are enclosing a few samples so that you have an idea of what is here. 

Sincerely:; . 

~u/~,a_~(sJ 

Lucille Shelton, Researcher 
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STRAND THEATRE FIRM HAS 

DISSOLVED PARTNERSHIP 

---- / '1 1.- I 
i J. Hoffnrnn anc~ Sam_fil£~.!?-b~1~~ho 

1 

have been operatmg tile Strana Thea- i 
· trc have dis ·oh·ed partne1•ship, Mr. 

1 Hoffman retiring and Mr. Steinberg 
~ wil !~ continue the business. These men 
! · em~rn here from St. Lo11is abou.t three 

months ago. Two ·weeks ago they 
pnrch.ased the len c on th~ Grand 
Opera House. :Mr. Steinbe1g says he 
is going to girn St. Charles the best 
pictur·es that can b esecured and hopes 
the public will continue to give him I liberal. pat.ronage. 

·· r·~ :, '/ .• ~T.·i,E ~Y·R·l-C Al·~·DOM E 
· ,,r.rhe Lyric Airdome, the ;Family 

rfheatre 'has opened for the summer 
seaSOIJ. and Will present an excellent 
selection of pictures to its patrons. 1 , I , 

May 10..:_"McFadden's Flat~", May 13' 
1 .....::"~9mebody's Mother·:" 4 ·:aenefit 
I or· Emmaus Mothers Home. May l 6-
1 • . ' 

l;~'Lost World," May ~ 21-"Coll.ege 
· · ~-Y '', ·May 24 an . 25~"Gaustark", 

30:._"Spirit of Lafayette", ·June 
! J.Anco l n " . - clmi::=;p, ion pri ces 

' I 
... , . 



I 

I~_, 

~ -~-

Theatre Reality Still a Question 
Curtains-Up 

In St. Charles? 

Reminders of the Past 

Faded posters which date back 50 years and ornate appointments 
found in the Grand Opera House briQg the building 's past use and 
ootentiol future closer together. 

~~(U~' 

By WENDY BLUMENTHAL 
Feature Editor 

The dust o1'the old St. Charles Theatre and 
Opera House.has settled. 

As it settled, the dreams of 100 years of 
vaudeville and theatre in St. Charles have all 
faded; save for those of the Opera House's last 
tenants, Friends of the Director, Ltd. 

Frank and Sandy W.ersching, the backbone of 
Friends of the Director, Ltd. are confident they . 
will have another theatre. The only question is 
where. 

The Werschings and their steering committee 
are studying potential locations for their 
theatre's new home. A front runner is the cen
tury old Grand Opera House, located above The 
Famous store at 311 N. Main St. 
' "At this point, the Famous building is one of 

the leading possibilities, but it's not the only one. 
We like the St. Charles community and we've 
received support from the business community 
to re-establish here. But, now that the ordeal of 
th~ other theatre is past, we have time to sit back 
and organize first." Wersching said. 

Wersching is understandably both cautious 
and optimistic when he talks about again 
bringing ·theatre to life in St. Charles. 

"There are three groups of people who should 
be involved in this project," the director ex
plained. "The first is a board of directors. At this 
point we're interviewing people in the com
munity who might assume a position on this 
board. The second group is the steering com
mittee, which has already been formed and has 
abround 50 people. From this group all the 
smaller committee activities will work. 

«finally, we're looking for the names and ad
dresses of all the people in the community who 
will support the theatre by attending per
formances." 

Because Friends of the Director, Ltd. are af
filiated with Urban Renewal, Wersching pointed 
out that his group needs to prove that the 
Famous building is the most logical relocation 
site before plans move from the drawing board. 
They also have to demonstrate that the com
munity is interested. 

The Famous Building and ~t's Grand Opera 
House are owned by Irvin Koplowitz. While the 
Opera has not housed live theatre for almost 50 
years, those who attended graduation and dan-

ces there in the ensuing years could view the 
curling poster and Victorian appointments whic 
still remain. 

"We've come to a tentative agreement with 
Koplowitz on a reasonable rent and a long term 
lease, "Wersching noted. "Koplowitz is also in
terested in having a theatre in the Main Street 
area. 

Koplowitz told the Journal that he hasn't 
"really gone into the specifics of a lease," but h 
is definitely behind the Werschings in their at
tempt to re-establish theatre in the community. 

"I think they•d prefer this location above the 
others they're considering in St. Louis and I 
believe having a theatre here would help draw 
people downtown." Koplowitz said. 

The Grand Opera House, which Wersching 
believes could seat 300 to 400 patrons, will be 100 
years old in 1976. While ifs historical aspects 
are an attraction, Wersching estimates that 
$50,000 to $200,000 worth of renovation would be 
required before the first curtain goes up. 

" We've had a preliminary structural test 
made by a private firm and we have every in
dication that the building is structurally sound,' ' 
he commented. "But to comply with city stan
dards, a complete study must be made. Fire and 
safety regulations must be complied with and 
our biggest alteration will be making a rear en
trance. This will make us a first floor enterprise, 
facilitate parking and eliminate walking up 
steps!' 

Where will the money come from? The 
decision will rest with the new Board of Direc
tors. One possibility Wersching sees is applying 
for Bicentennial funds, since the building will be 
lOO years old on the nations 200th birthday. 

As for past debts, Wersching said that "Most of 
our creditors have encouraged our growth and 
suggest we try to establish another theatre here 
and pay off what we owe as we can. 

"I think you have to remember that we were 
successful before. In our 18 months we bad 20 
productions, 12 full credit college courses, 
numerous classes for children through high 
school students and youth group participation. 
The theatre would not only be of an artistic, but 
o{ civic ¥tterest' as well. I know there's enough 
people in this community to support this project 
But if theatre stays in St. Charles it must 
'tbro 1~gh a tota1 corr.;:.-nunitv effort.• ' 
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Opera Jfouse 
'TONY HAAKE, CJvJanager. 

St. Char ks, c/lfo., c/lfarcf? I, I go5. 

EDNEST CDAWfODD 
in the new fovr-Act ·War Drama 

"A Russian Spy" 
CAST OF CHARACTERS. 

COUNT IV AN PETROSKY, A Russian Spy known as 
Dr. PetrL------- ______ l\fR. ER.NEST ORA \VFORD 

Harold Horton, a wealthy young man about town------ ·· 
-----------------------------Mr. H .. Howard Harding 

Timothy Skinner, a. wharf rat in San Francisco--·----
-------------------------------Mr. Edwin B. Hadsall 

Bill Ra.lston, n gnmbler---- -----------Mr. Charles 'Villiams 
G~n. Hitomara, Governor of New Chwang--Mr. Wm. Bach Jr. 
Capt. Matsada, a ,Japanese Officer-- ------1\fr. Claude Russell 
Ka.i-Kau, a Singalese strangler---- - ---- Mr. Daniel E. Hogan 
Nun Ra.swan, Korean High Priest--------Mr. Charles A. Zitz 
Henry, Horton's man----- .. ---------- ------~r. Louis Miller 
J a.paneRe Officer .. ____ - ------------------Mr. Adam SE.ndford 
Mrs. Bf\ssie Horton, Harold's mother-- ----Miss M11.rie Crane 
Victoria. 'Vebster, Mrs. Horton's niece-------Miss Regna A .us 
Aya-San, daughter of Gen. Hitomara-··-----Miss Lillian .May 
Kat-i-shi-ha, Aya-SRn's aunt ___ ·-----------Miss Daisy Gunn 
Susan, Mrs. HortoIJ's maid-------------Miss Florence Martin 
Yo. San, Aya·San's baby sister ___________ . ----Ba.by Fontella 

SYNOPSIS. 
ACT I-The Horton Mansion on Nob Hill, SaJJ Francisco. 

ACT IJ.-The Gardens and Gambling House, Chemulpoo, 
Korea. 

ACT III-Ante-Room in Governor's Palace, New Chwang, 
Korea. 

AUT IV-Zenda Vesta Temple on Korean Uoast. 

SPECIAL TIES. 
.A CT I -- · Comedy Songs. 

ACT IT-.TnpnnPR8 Songs. 
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Historic Missouri Theatres Questionnaire 

St. Clair County Historical Society 

Does your organization have information about the following theatres? 

Opera House 
Durley Hall 

Appelton City yes -~- no _x _ 
yes _25_ no __ _ 

House's Opera House 
Calendar Hall Osceola 

yes ____ no _>.5___ ~ -+ ·!1// 
yes ____ no ___ ~ ~-/lk 

Is this(these) theatre(s) still in operation? 
~~~a4/~~ 

Opera House 
Durley Hall 
House's Opera House 
Calendar Hall 

Appelton City 

Osceola 

x yes ____ no __ _ 
yes ____ no ...X-__ 

x yes ____ no -x-
yes ____ no __ _ 

If not, does the building(s) where the theatre was located still exist? 

Opera House 
Durley Hall 
House's Opera House 
Calendar Hall 

Appelton City 

Osceola 

yes ____ no __ _ 
yes _.x__ no __ _ 
yes ____ no __ _ 
yes _2{_ no __ _ 

? 

What other historic ~heatres were located or are currently located in your area? ----------------

---~~-~-:_~~~~-~-~~~-· -

Please check the specific types of information you have about theatres in your area? Please note any 
sources you think would be particularly useful for this project. 

books about specific theatres --------------------------------------

_){_ photographs ---------------------------------------
newspaper articles 

scrapbooks 

county or town histories 

other, please specify 

Do you have any information on which theatre or vaudeville circuit played in your area? 
'-7W ------------------------------------------------------------------

:_11a t _~a y s _~ d ::~~o~-~b~:~~~~~e p:~lic~~~~ ~~~!~~ -==~-=~~-==-~ 
Can special arrangements be made for the library to be open at other times? 

?uJ 

~o ~s-the~est-p-:-rso:~o c:~act-~~~;:-~:f:nn~~:i-;-~~~~-:J~~~-=-~ 

Thank you for your assistance. Please return to: Becky Snider 1008 Sunset Dr. Columbia, MO 65203 
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1008 HISTORY OF ST. CLAIR COUNTY. 

is anxious and willing to work in harmony with people of its own county, 
and contend for trade and mastery by business energy. This ·is the right 
spirit, and Appleton City has grown and prospered since it has taken 
this course. The .county seat craze made, however, sad havoc with its 
early prosperity. Since 1876, it has made wonderful progress. 

In 1878, A. D. LaDue and A. F. Wyckoff, each, laid out a part of 
lot I, of section 5, and in 1880, A. Buskirk plotted a part of lot 2, north
east quarter of section 5, as additions to the city. 

Up to 1876, the town had no brick buildings within its limits, in fact,. . . 
its main street was like alL railroad towns, nearly all being one story 
buildings. W. D. Cl~rk, that year, built the first brick, being a two story 
business house, which he occupied as a grocery store . . On January I, 

1883, there were seventeen brick and stone buildings in the city. That 
the business of the city may be known in future years, we give from the 
Journal of the city, Charles Hilton, editor and publisher, the following 
brief synopsis of its business interests: 

It says: When we consider the fact that not half the soil of the coun
try tributary to Appleton City has ever been under cultivation, the result 
in the building up and advanced progress of Appleton City, has been a 
wonderful success. With an inexhaustible supply of coal, water plenty, 
and other favorable conditions, we believe that almost any branch of 
manufacturing would find this a good point. 

The first good grain elevator between Sedalia and Fort Scott wa'.s 
built at this place by Luchsinger & Streiff, in 188 I. It is now occupied 
by G. W. Johns & Co. Wyckoff & McFarlane have just completed art 
elevator, and these two firms, having each ample warehouse room, are 
handling an immense amount of grain and seeds. . 

Fourth Street is the principal business str~et of the city, is macad· 
amized with the blue limestone that abounds in the vicinity. 

The pride of our city is Durley Hall, built in 1881 by our towns 
man, H. W. Grantley, containing one of the finest o era halls in South 
west Missouri, and is the pride of our city. It is a magnificent two 
story brick, 1 IO feet deep, fifty feet wide and forty-five feet in height 
and cost $zo,ooo. It has a front and rear entrance, the former eight feet 
wide, leading to the hall by an easy stairway. The lower story con 
tains two fine stores, and the upper or second story is given, with the 
exception of two front rooms, entirely to the hali and its dressing rooms, 
etc. The hall was named after a friend of the proprietor who resides a 
Bloomington, Illinois, in which city is a another opera house of the sail\ 
name. The Durley Opera House stands as a monument of busine~ 
energy and enterprise in which the proprietor, as well as the citizen 
can feel a just pride. 

Fro~ the first Appleton City commanded the trade of a large exten 
of country and as the fertile lands were put under the plow and the·natur 



Older Feed Stores-Ed Elder, Charles Duyall. 

Beauty Shops-Velma Johnson, Pauline Atwell, Mary Moran · 
Colley, Mrs. Grady Nash, Edith Whetstone, Shirley Wright, 
Jimmie Dickinson, Ruth Owens. 

In former years there were two banks, The Farmers State 
and the Lowry City Bank. A new drive-in bank building has 
been erected by the Lowry City Bank. Their grand opening 
was March 21, 1971. 

Suiter & McClain were in the hardware business here for 
a number of years. Mr. McClain and son, Clarence, were the 
managers. Mr. Suiter lived in Warsaw. Besides hardware, · 
they sold windmills, farm implements, buggies and wagons, 
paints, etc. Schell Douglass was thefr maintenance man and 
pipe fitter. After the death of Clarence McClain, Schell Doug
lass was manager until the business was sold to Mr. s: P. 
Eversole. 

"The Opera House" is a pleasant memory.It was the setting 
for silent movies, com men cement exercises, home talent plays, 
The Roving Minstrels, Revival Meetings, roller skating rink, 
political rallies, school plays, etc. The player piano was a main 
attraction and it was quite an honor to be chosen to manipulate 
it. 

Later businesses are Scott's Mobile Homes, Elton's T. V. 
Repair Shop, City Tavern, The Country Store and Scotgas 
Company. New businesses along the Highway are Patio Drive· 
In, Manuel Auto Parts, Chester Realty, Nu Charm Beauty 
Shoppe, Davis Barber Shop, Skelly Oil Station, Derby Service 
Station, Smitty's Merchantile, MFA Insurance, Hart's Motel 
and Restaurant and Hart's Apco Filling Station .. 

Mercantile - Schmitt & Boots, M. C. Rule, Morris Steinberg, 
Hunter & Haverland, Wynes Bros., Sid Alexander, Browning 
& Cooper, E. M. Cooper, B. & L. Market. 

Grocers - J. Belt Hammond, Burr Bell & Son, Dowdy Shoe-· 
maker, Lester Murray, John Park, Charles & Billy Rambo, 
W. H. Dawson Hardware & Groceries, Gordon Grocery, Clem 
Browning, Floyd Buskirk, Walter Witham, Charles Tucker, 
Ned Murray, Billy Murray. 

Hardware - Bunch & Sons, Shoemaker & Clayton, Scott's 
Super Stores. 

-26-

Restaurants - Perry Hagan. 
George Kitterman, Roy Foster. 
Don and Blanche Hoover, Jim ( 
o~, S. M. LaRue, and present 

Real Estate - LaRue Readin1 
D. Gordon, G. \\ o Witty, C • . 

·Barbers - C. E. Breon, Ari 
ass, Fred Wears, Everett 

llliners - Mrs. Cora Ha: 
ettle Snyder. 

Livery Stables - Sam Rooks 
Park, Tom Sanders & Elme 

tages - Edgar Hillegas, 
DeLozier, Harve Gilber 
Armstrong, James Sha 

Gifford Repair Shop. 

Capitol Garage and Servi 
and J. C. Sullivan. They 

of Main Street for six y~ 
resent Capitol Garage. Tt 
SUlllvan carried on the bt 
the death of Mr. Bales. J 
Sullivan sold the busines: 

~ re the present day owners 

-27° 



SCOTT'S SUPER STORES 

mer desire was satisfied with the coming bf 
to the area, and hundreds of people were 

rnges, heaters, furnaces, water heaters, etc. 
lemand rose, the Scotts started handling gas 
, under the Scotgas name. 

e expanded demand for LP gas for cooking . 
~ Scotts built the first stage of a modern 
and bottling plant on South Hi\vay 13, on land 
>onovan Scott home. The initial plant had two 
rage tanks. Thus in 1955 was born a new 
·y City, beu1g known as the Scotgas Division 
The following year a third 6000 gallon tank 
two years later, a 12,000 gallon storage 
making a total of 30,000 gallon storage. 

1400 gallon delivery bulk truck, the Scotts 
~livering in one 2000 gallon and one 2200 
c. These delivery trucks are backed up by 
~ trucks especially equip_ped to take care 
~rvice requirements of the operation. Cur
:s operate seven Radio-controlled trucks 
City store, in conjunction with three at the 

-34-

In the spring of 1952, H. O. and Donovan Scott, in I artncr
ship with Mr. &. Mrs. Gilbert Scotl, purchased the Clyde 
Forrest Home Furnishings Co., in Osceola, and changed the 
name of that store to the Scott Furniture Coo 2 years later 
the partnership purchased the Nash Furnitur<' store,_ and com
bined the two Osceola stores, into one store on the Osceola 
square. 

After purchase of the Osceola store, the Lowry City store 
showed a small stock of furniture in the limited space avail -
able in the balcony of the hardware building. The store was 
now renamed Scotts Stores, to reflect the multiple location 
!actor. 

The Jesse Daugherty grocer}', 306 Main, just north of the 
Scott Store, was closed in December 1951, upon Mr o Daugh
erty's retirement, and this building was purchased by the Sc
otts from R. D. Gordon, and after making new doorways 
and entrances between the two buildings, this new acquisition 
was stocked with an expanded line of home furnishingso 

When the Scotts observed their 10th anniversary, in June 
1957, the community was aware of a quite different store than 
that known 10 years previous. By this time, they no longer 
carried fencing, roofing, and glass, but were rapidly moving 
into a complete home furnishings department storeo 

In the following decade, Scotts absorbed the old Theatre 
building to the south, and had purchased the old Austin bull -
ing to the north, as well as the burned-out building, formerly 
housing the Neilsen Tire Shop, which burned in 1957. These 
newly-acquired buildings were now housing various depart
ments in the expanding businesso 

Those hundreds of people who attended the Scott's 2 day 
Twentieth Anniversary Open House in June, 1967, noted that 
not only had the store stock changed, but that the name was 
now appropriately called Scott's Super Stores. They were now 
able to shop leisurely through the five air-conditioned Scott 
buildings housing one of the largest selections of merchandise 
in West Central Missouri. 

Two years later, the burned out building at 304 Main was 
all torn out and completely rebuilt and thus formed the final 
bridge to bind together the six inter-connected buildings 
extending from 302 through 312 Main Street. fu a five-year 
remodeling program begun in 1955, these six buildings, all 
with different type store fronts, were now combined into a 

-35-



NEWELL DRUG STORE 1892 

Opera House over store on iocation of present Corner 
Cafe. 

-82-

Frank Kirtley, Dorothy 
Daugherty at switchboard 

-~ 





Historic Missouri Theatres Questionnaire 

St. Francois County Historical Society 

Does your organization have information about the following theatres? 

1.0.0.F. Opera House 
Lyric Theatre 
Lyceum 

Farmington 

Bonne Terre 

Is this(these) theatre(s) still in operation? 

1.0.0.F. Opera House 
Lyric Theatre 
Lyceum 

Farmington 

Bonne Terre 

If not, does the building(s) where the theatre was located 
still exist? 

1.0.0.F. Opera House 
Lyric Theatre 
Lyceum 

Farmington 

Bonne Terre 

yes -~- no __ _ 
yes ____ no --~ 
yes -~- no __ _ 

yes ____ no -~ 
yes ____ no __ _ 
yes ____ no -~ 

yes ____ no -~-
yes ____ no __ _ 
yes -~- no __ _ 

What other historic theatres were located or are currently located in your area? ----------------

Please check the specific types of information you have about theatres in your area? Please note any 
sources you think would be particularly useful for this project. 

books about specific theatres 

o;/' photographs 

_y_ newspaper articles 

scrapbooks 

county or town histories 

other, please specify 

Do you have any information on which theatre or vaudeville circuit played in your area? 

What days and times is your library open to the public? ___ I<> _1._r1--__ S ~~-- --~~..:- 7";,3_~!...d~+-

-----~~r-- _~E..:n ".1_~-~!!:1-_:_ __ ...::_L24 ~~~~~~ --!!u~J!.S:.._~f~~.!!:Y~- ~~-=---------
Can special arrangements be made for the library to be open at other times? 

---------------------------------------------------------_/L/~---------------
Who is the best person to contact for more information? -----------------------------------· 

Thank you for your assistance. 
Please return to: Becky Snider 1008 Sunset Dr. Columbia, MO 65203 

0 u-u1-\ 



.. 



MISSOURI OFFICE OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION 
ARCHITECTURAL/HISTORIC INVENTORY SURVEY FORM 

1. NO . 4. PRESENT LOCAL NAME(S) OR DESIGNATION(S) :-
177 Lyceum z 

0 ._.. . 
2. COUNTY -.....) 

St. Francois ~. OTHER NAME(S) -.....) 

3. LOCATION OF 
NEGATIVES 

I. SPEClf'IC LEGAL LOCATlOH 16. THEMATIC CATEGORY 28. NO. OF STORIES 1.5 !" 
TOWNSHIP RANGE __ SECTION Entertainment 29. BASEMENT? YES ( X) (J) n 
IF CITY OR TOWN, STREET ADDRESS 1'7'. DATE(S) OR PERIOD Below Grade NO ( ) rt- g 

z 
120 East School Street ca. 1890 30. FOUNDATION MATERIAL ~ 

'l ~ 

7. CITY OR TOWN IF RURAL, VICINITY 18. STYLE OR DESIGN Stone/Even Course 1--j 
Q) Bonne Terre Italianate 31. WALL CONSTRUCTION :J 

Wand Frame 
0 

8. DESCRIPTION OF LOCATION II. ARCHITECT OR ENGINEER 0 
I-'• 

32. ROOF TYPE AND MATERIAL (/) 

20. CONTRACTOR OR BUILDER Gable/Composition 
33. NO. OF BAYS ~ 

21 . ORIGINAL USE, IF APPARENT FRONT 3 SIDE 7 · , ,, 
Theater 34. WALL TREATMENT '< ~ 

Weatherboard Sidinq 0 Vt 

22. PRESENT USE C1)"' 

Athletic Club 
CZ 

3~. PLAN SHAPE Rectanoular 3 -1 
r-

23. OWNERSHIP PUBLIC ( ) 36. CHANGES ADDITION ( )Q 0 
(EXPLAIN IN n 

PRIVATE( X> ALTERED ( ) > 
NO. 42) r 

24. OWNER'S NAME AND ADDRESS MOVED( ) z 
lfl KNOWN > 

37. CONDITION ~ 

City of Bonne Terre "' 9 . COORDINATES UTM INTERIOR § 
LAT EXTER1-0R Gogd _. 0 
LONG 2~. OPEN TO PUBLIC ? YES( Xl :::D 

38. PRESERVATION YES ( ) 
NO( ) UNDERWAY? NO ( Xl 0 

10. SITE ( ) STRUCTURE( ) ,,, 
BUILDING ex ) OBJECT ( ) 

~ 
26. LOCAL CONTACT PERSON OR ORGANIZATION 39. ENDANGERED? YES ( )' G\ 

BY WHAT? 
z 

11. ON NATIONAL. YES ( ) 12. IS IT YES( ) NO ( X> )lo 
-t 

REGISTER? NO ( ) ILIGIBLE? NO( ) 27. OTHER SURVEYS IN WHICH INCLUDED 0 
z 

13. PART OF ESTAB. YES ( ) 14. DISTRICT YES( ) 40. VISIBLE FROM YES ( X> c;; 
HIST. DISTRICT ? NO ( ) POTENTIAL? NO ( ) PUBLIC ROAD? .... 

HO ( ·) 

I~. NAME OF ESTABLISHED DISTRICT 41. DISTANCE FROM AND 
FRONTAGE ON ROAD 

42. FURTHER DESCRIPTION OF IMPORTANT FEATURES ~ 

PHOTO 0 
-t 

MUST :l: 

"' · :::D 

z .. 
BE • ~ 

"' PROVIDED E 

43. HISTORY ANO SIGNIFICANCE 

- !'-
~ 
0 
E 
z 

"' :r 
;; 

~ 

44 . DESCRIPTION OF ENVIRONM[HT AND OUTBUILDINGS ~ 
> z 
COl 

"' 
' 

4~. SOURCES OF INFORMATION 46. PREPARED BY ~ 

Thomason and Assoc. cit 

"' 47. ORGANIZATION ('\ 
~ 

0 
OATE(S) 

z 
4B. DATE 149. REVISION 

R./R.G SEPARATE SHEET(S) TO THIS ~6AM 

SW-AS-036-079



Property # 177/ 120 E. School Street - Lyceum 

42. Architectural Description: The Lyceum is a 1 story frame, 3 bay, 
rectangular plan, gable front building built ca. 1890. The building has a stone 
foundation, gable roof with comp::>Sition shingles, bracketed cornice and 
weatherboard siding. Within the gable field on the main facade are wood 
shingles. Windows on the side facades are 6/6 light rectangular wood sash. To 
the rear is ca. 1900 addition with concrete foundation, gable roof with 
comp::>Sition shingles, 6/6 light rectangular wood sash windows and weatherboard 
siding. Attached to the main facade is a 1 story frame, 7 bay, ca. 1980 
addition. The addition has a shed roof, vertical frame siding, bay windows and 
metal frame entrance doors. To the left side facade is detached 2 story 
concrete block addition connected to the original building by an enclosed 
passageway. 

43. History and Significance: The Lyceum has lost its original architectural 
character due to the addition on the main facade. However, it is one of the 
original sxial buildings constructed by the st. Jcseph Company in the Jate 
1880s. 1t. was built as a meeting hall and theater building by the company and 
was a center for entertainment for many decades. 

44. Description of Environment and Outbuildings: The Lyceum Jocated on E. 
School Street is sited on a rectangular urban lot in a commercial section of 
Bonne Terre. 

45. Sources of Information: "A History of the St. Jcseph Lead Company." 
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Rolph Perry. veteran theater 
butt, recalls the Missouri 

Th·eatre, Grand and Washington, 
ot right, where a precision line 

of dancing girls celled the 
Missouri Rockets was presented 

by Russell Markert. He later took 
tliem lo New York's Radio City 

Music Holl where their 
successors still appear, interna

tionally known as 1he Rockettes. 

25 famous St. Lollis theaters 
Many of nation's greatest entertainers graced their stages in early 1900s 

BY 808 GODDARD 
Globe-Democrol Amusement Editor 

The byline on this .slory is purely a 
formality, as I am serving more as presenler 
1han writer. So just consider me your friendly 
neighborhood "emcee," stepping in briefly 
from lhe wings lo introduce, stage lront and 
center, a man and his star-spangled memo-
ries. 

Ralph Perry, 74, of Allon, Ill., retired 
advertising manager of I.he Tri-Cily Grocery 
Co., has been carrying on a li!elong romance 
with the thealer. And, as a man never forgets 
his "first love," his recollections of yester
year's great stage slars have never dimmed. 
Perry admlu that, iu be vows older, be 
sometimes has trouble remembering events 
or a couple or months aio. but he challenges 
·ally thealer bull In town fo conlradict him on 
his crystal-clear memories of 25 lheaters lhal 

~ 
nourished In Sl. Louis many mOOM ago. 

Okay, Mr. Perry, take over. The stage Is all 
yours. 

"As you know, movies and tv can never 
replace lhe joy of seeing live performances 
on slage, and St. Louis was a hub lor such 
shows In bygone days .• ll was lhe fourth 
largest city In the U.S. when most of the 
theaters on my list were In their prime. St. 
Louis and Chicago were the two big railroad 
centers of the nation, making II easy for 
traveling theatrical companies to_1ome here 
and for anracting visitors to many theaters. 
nearly all located downtown, wilh lots or 
streetcar transportation, long before nearly 
everyone ow~ a car. 

"So, come along with me to 25 wonderful 
theaters or the golden era or stage shows In 
SI. Louis. Here they are: 

Irving Berlin's lour annual 'Music Box 
. Revues.' 

"ORPHEUM THEATRE, 9th and St. 
Charles. ll opened with a Labor Day mati~ 
in 1918. I was there for the very first 
performance of bigtime vaudeville. The one I 
most remember was Fred and Adele Astaire. 
Fred was only 19, very young to be a 
headliner. They came on in the deuce spot, 
just after the acrobalS. They showed ability, 
and we knew they would make it big In the 
ru1ure. 

··The Orpheum featured lwo-a~ay vaude
ville with ·a reserved seat poli<;y. We saw, 
through the years, a wide variely, everything 
from Fink's Mules and one-act plays to 
Sophie Tucker, Sarah Bernhard!, Ted Lewis 
and his band, Jimmy Durante, Eddie Cantor, 
Fanny Brice. George_ Bums an<! Gracte_All~n. 
Fred Allen, Jack Benny, George Jessel, 
Millon Berle and Lillian Russell. 

"In St. Louis as well as othtr cities, 
bigtime vaudeville vanished with the invasion 
in the late 1920s olJhe beaulllul, colossal 
movie palaces, avE!T'li'glng Ji(OO seats, offering 
big musical stage shows and rirsl-run movies 
on a con11nuous schedule al low prices. The 
Orpheum continued with movies for many 
years and was known as Loew's-Orpheum. 

" " " "EMPRESS THEATRE, Grand and Ollve. 
It slarted out with smalltime vaudeville but 
lhrough the years had various policies. Best 
remembered were two line slack companies, 

... one in the '2<>s and the other from 1952 
through 1954. At low prices, the Empress 

moved 10 its present localion, 9lh and St. 
Charles . 

,:, ,:, !)> 

"GAYETY TIIEATRE, 14lh and Locust. 
Here was 'relined' burlesque, as ii was then 
advertised. Its shows ·were 'family style' and 
attracted many women. II was bocked by the 
Columbia Wheel, New York, which, like 
Orpheum circuit vaudeville, permilled noth· 
ing offensive or orrcolor. 

(r !)> * 
"GRAND CENTRAL THEATRE, Grand 

and Lucas. In the early 19205, this was one or 
the two finest movie theaters in· St. Louis 
before the.big cinema palaces were built. Its 
biggest period was when the Warner Bros. 
gave II the exclusive rights to show lhe 
newest rad, 'talkies,' in SI. Louis. ll was Al 

__ J()lson's •Ja.zz Sl11ger' In 1.927 _which mad.e 
entertainment history when his magnetic 
voice cried out, 'Folks, you ain't h·eard 
nothin' yet!' We know-th!~ nnr form -.roul~ 
rock the world, and ll did. 

q tr * 
"PARK THEATRE, Delmar and Hamil Ion. 

Originally a large movie theater, ii gain~d 
much greater recognition during the years 
t914-IB when ii changed its policy to "musical 
stock company. ll develope<l a sizable num
ber or excellent actors who later became well 
known on Broadway. It presented all the 
operellas and musical comedies al that era. 
Many SI. Louisans felt that Ibis was where 
lhe idea grew for Muny Opera in Forest 
Park, which started in 19J9. 

olfere<l excellent plays with well known stars " fl' ,:, 
in lhe leading roles. Among them: Vincent "MISSOURI IBEATRE, Grand and Wa~h-
Price, June Lockhart, Miriam Hopkins, Joan inglon. The movie-stage presentation houses, 
Blondell, Constance Bennet!, Edward Ever~ll the Missouri and the Ambassad-OL- both 

"OLYMPIA THEATRE, Broadway and Horton. Billie Burke and Debbie Reynolds. owned by lhe Skouras brothers, -<;e~~ the 
Walnut. I was 13 when my mother look me most popular of the five such theaters built in 
there to see tire .'Ziegfeld Follle.s of 191.5.' .. ..,. * * the 1920s. various emcees were on the 
Young as I "".as, 1t made a deep 1mpress10~ SHUBERT-JEFFERSON THEATRE, 12~h Missouri stage, bul the most popular were 
on me. Flo Z1e~leld always had top comed1- and Locust, 1n lhe old Union E.lec~ric banjo wizard Eddie Peabody and, from 
a~s and this ed1llon was no exception. W. C, Building. Here was a beautiful leg111ma1e bigtime vaudeville, Frank Fay, a great 
Fields was teamed wl'.h Ed Wynn, and lhe • house. The Shubert bro.1hers, Lee and Jake, monologist. Fay later appeared in the play, 
cast included Bert Williams, the popular were famous for musicals. They had lhe 'Harvey• on Broadway lor over lour years 

can't recall that 11 had any oulStanding stage 
shows. tr this theater had not been so 
artistically designed il could never have been 
transformed into lwcurious Powell Symphony 
Hall in 1968. 

'(>: * (r 

"THE COLISEUM, Jellerson and Washing
ton. This was the only large building In SI. 
Louis for big events before lhe Arena and 
Kiel Convenlion Hall were built. t{ere were 
producllons 100 large for local thed'er stages. 
The New York Hippodrome's ·The Big Show,' 
played the Coliseum plus circuses and Wild 
Wesl shows and sports events. The Veiled 
Prophet ball was held here ror many yean, 
also auto, home and lood shows. 

tr '(>: * ' "SIJBURB.<N GARDEN TIIEATRE, ln ari 
old fashioned amusemelll park at the end of 
the old Wellston !lreetcu line. St. Louis had 
lour similar parks, but this was the only one 
with a legitimate theater. It featured nation
ally known slars with a local stock company. 
• ..,. * tr 

.. CEITTIJRY THEATRE, in S~te Trusl 
Building, 9th and Ollve. This legil~eater 
played a steady stream or oldtimers popular 
in the early days of this century. Two of the 
tavoril~ were 'In Old Kentucky· and 'Easl 
Lynne.· 

(r * * 
"IMPERIAL THEATRE, 9th and Pine. Just 

another of the so~ed 'relin~· burlesque 
theaters. 

tr * tr 
.. GRAND THEATRE, Slh and Markel. This 

remodeled auditorium was originally the 
Grand Opera House, dating far back into the 

. 19lh cenlury. Its greatest popularity tame in 
the 1920s when it lhrived on large audiences 
al every performance. II had nine acts of 
smalltime vaudeville at prices everyone 
could afford - IO cents, 20 cents and 30 cents. 
II ended ils very long run, like many 
!healers. as a burlesque house. 

May 21.22. 1977 ~.[outs ~lobr-llrmorr1l JG 

Token drug war 
Sy EDWAAD W. 0·~1EN 

(h,..f of rt.. Wos.hinqion S...reou 

WAS.HlNGTON - Jr )OU picture lhe Un11ed Slat!!'S 
oorders .. s tightly guarded against drug sm-.gg.lers by a solid 
wall of s.h.a~yed cusl.Orns agents. think again. 

"ln too many locations, our un1l5 are st~lched so thinly 
th!!'rt is no etrKuve protKllan . . " Customs Comm1rnon 
Vernon D. Acree rtports. 

"On a .nationwide basis, coverage al lhe borders 
averages a mere one olricer ~r 275 miles or border. We 
rrlain only a 1oken force along I.he northern border, leaving 
hundreds or miles or border completeiy unprotected. 

"Tbert art fewer th&n 60 officers to protect the 12 north 
cemnl states, including approximately I ,CXXJ miles or border 
from Monla.n.a to the Great Lakes." 

BECAUSE NARCOTICS profits are so huge, many big. 
time lra!hckers use modem swift aircrart. ~use or lack 
or money, lhe customs service fleet ha5 mostly castorf~· from 
the military and other agencies. 

Acree says: "The customs air interdiction ne-et is no 
match for the aircraft used by smugglers. Our out-ol-Oa1e 
aircraft are consistently OUt~islanced by lhe high S~, 
long range and well equipped all'crall of the smugg.len. 

"Our rle-el 1s well advanced 1~10 obsolescence a.nd a 
deteriorated state of unworthiness. Several al our most 
essential aircrart are eilher gr~nded or are .in unsafe 
condition lor night due 10 advan>eM age, unavailability or 
spart parts, and corrosion and metal fatigue. 

"As a result, although we can 1dentlly many aircrall by 
ndar or (){~r means which are illegally pe-ne1r1llng our 
border. we are helpless to catch I.hem." 

PUBLICATIONS DEALING wilh I.he drug culture, Acree 
says, tell their readers about how 10 "avoid and evade 
customs operations, explaining to smugglers that "They can 
buy a plane, use 11 one time. and literally abandon It after 
they have gone Into Central and South America and brought 
back a load of narcotics. II pays for itself many times over." 

"We have one plane sitlin2 al Spartanburg, S.C .. airpon 
right now, a DC-4, full of marijuana sweepings I.hat obviously 
brought a load in," Acree testified recently. 

··~ven men were seen gelling 001 of the plane, and !My 
leh il there. We don't lcnow who owns ii. where ii came from, 
or any information or I.hat son." 

ON AN AVERAGE NIGHT, along the Mexican border 
alone, the Customs Service estimates, ten to 15 drug. 
carrying aircraft illegally enter lhe United States. Another 
federal agency, the drug enforcement administration, pots 
the nighliy total there al 150. 

WithJn its manpower and equipment limits, I.he Cus!Dms 
Service does what it can. But al a time or drug epidemic, I.he 
reality, says Acree a' he ttti~. i' thal llis eg~ "simply 
cannot cope with the increased workload demands and 
enormous enforcement problems it is lacing." 

lobbyist tactics 
By TIM FLACH 

Chief of th• Jeff.rson City Bur.au 

JEFFERSON CITY - Allhoogh most of their handiwork 
.has been accomplished by now, lobbyists lend to become 
highly visible in the end games of lhe legislature. 

Take, for example, the conlretemps over whether HOU5e 
Speaker Kenneth J. Rothman, (D-Ciayton), erred in menllon
ing to small loan lobbylsls that they might hire a former 
s1a1e attorney general friendly with I.he legislator. 

That mention was Interpreted as a broad hint by the 
lobbyists, who promptly engaged the allorney as an expert 
wltnes! on a loan Interest rate Increase desperately wanted. 

The hiring of theallorney, Harvey M. TetUebawn, raised 
some eyebrows be<:ause Rothman's predecessor as spealcer, 
Richard J. Rabbill. Is under federal lndklment !or allegedly 
1rytng 10 obtain legal buslne!!.ll for a brolher in retum !or 
favorable handling or legislation. 

ROTHMAN, WHO strongly opposes any lnleresl rate 
h1lce, says his mention of Tenlcbaum was done cuually 11 a 
conference !O\Jght by !he lot>byl!lJ to explore a compromise 
mi;,asure. 

Telllebaum was In charge or con.sl.imer protection for lhe 
MIS!OUri" anorney general's start (cfr many-yeaii"ti:erore 
going Into priva le pnoctlce lhu year. -

Many or the changes he suggested in the bill were th~ 
the industry had opposed when he tried lo Include them as a 
stale ollicial in past proposed hikes tnat·have failed. 

There are less subtle ways lhal lobbyl!M here try lo 
Influence leglsl11ors. ii'• not unusual 10 5ee a lawmaker ru3h 
into the chamber with an amendment to a measure freshly 
dra lted by a lobbyist. 

Anolher method is money. Reports filed this week by 
aboul l50 or 424 spedal interest-registered lobbyislS shawed 
1hal more than $257,000 was spent In the first 41h months or 
lhe session. 

THE 37 LOBBYISTS for utilities - the target of Gov. 
Joseph P. Teasdale's anti rate hike package which died 
early -spent nearly Sl7,000 lo promote their inlerests alone. 

Enlertainmhlt is listed on the major expense on lobbying 
reports, with lhe favors larie and small. Lobbylst.s or1en pick 
up the lab for parti~ thrown by lcg1sla1ors. Some legislators 
rtportedly were influenced in favor of the big truck blll by a 
box of fine cigars. 

Campaign contrlbullons are always plentllul from 
lobbyists. Legislators claim the favors don't Influence them, 
but what would you expect them 10 s.ay7 

Fast housework 
black singer-comedian. Aller that night, I dynamic Al Jolson under a .1ire1ime ~ontract Eventuaily, he look the show on lhe ro;id,..ahd 
was hooked on big shows In the legl11ma1e and he starred in several one-man shows ii laved al \he old American Thliatrenert .. By JOHN SPANO 
theater. The Olymp!c was the leading house, her<', including 'Sinbad' and 'Robinson Crusoe· P · COLUMBIA THEATRE, 6th and St. Chief or lhe Springfield, Ill., Bure<:1u 
and the biggest stars played there In lhe late Jr.' "And ii was the Missouri that brought a Charles. This long-lorgollen .house was !he 
19th century and 1nlo the 20th until the .. . young man lo town by the name of Russell first SI. Louis home 01 bigtime vaudetalle --5PR!NGl'l~lbL~When the H~ot-Representa=---
thealer's closing in 1916. Among them were The Shuberts. also had_~.d1!~i:'.!_nt son __ of _____ Mark~Ht:deveTO~Tiie precision !me of befote l~l!1ITllll~r presenl a tives really gears up, as ii has this w.,.,k, a strange.thing 

---Julta-Marlowr,.rorurnrew,Ethel Barrymore, mustcan--under cotltracl - Sigmund Rom- dancing girls, the Missouri Rockets. They vasl array ol stars or the !are 1890s up unul ha~pens. 
Maude Adams, Margaret Anglin, Otis Skin- berg. When he came_ to the U.S: from Europe, cre:11ed an amazing number o/ routines. the spnng or 1918. George M. Cohan and Fred Debate or ten gets Intense on minor points. while 
ner, Richard Manslield, Minnie Fiske, Laur- he played. piano in the W1nler Garden Later. Markert look them to New York's and Adele Astaire appeared In this old suostan11ve mailers are dealt with in a rapid-tire, somelL1Des 
elle TayJo£, OeWoll Hopper and many other 01"ches1ra p11. Later he wrote countless songs famous Radio City Music Hall, where their theater. offhand manner. 
lop names. for annual. rev~es and c~n:iposed many successors slill appear, Jn1erna1ionally known r: ,:, * . The House is stNggling under a sell-imposed deadline of 

oprrrlt,a~ 11.ke May11r;i~· The Sl~dent as the Rockettes. .. . midnight Saturday for final aCIJon on all bills Introduced by 
"AMBASSADOR THEATRE, 7th and Lo- Pranct', Blo:;som Time. De:;ert Song and GARRICK THEATRE, onl Chestnut bcf representatives, except money bills. To 1ha1 end, Speaker 

cust. It opened in August, 1926,..and judging 'New Moon.' T~y were all produce<! by the i:i- * * lw.een 6th and Broadway. Lill e is known ° William Redmond (D-Bensenville) has held lawmak..ers in 
- by 1h·e daily lon-g lines al ticket buyers this Shubens, and all played the Shuben-Jeffer. "OOEON THEATRE Grand and Finney. this legllimate lhe~ler. 11 w~s dark for many evening and Sa1urday sessions showing a rare d 

· ' . ' years endmg up with smalltime burlesque. . . . . • . 
1hea1er, In its bes! years, was the mosr son. This was an ugly audilorium which was · lion lo get things done wl\h six weeks sllll lo go./ 
popular in SI. Louis hlstory . .11 had the best . * I'< tr damaged by fire several times, but ii was the Md as lhe 157-member House moves intc('mach.speed, 
location plus the linest-anracllons brought ·~VtCT.OlllA THEATRE on Grandel just home ol the St. Louis Symphony Orchestra tr tr tr !he excess baggage is stripped away, the normal counesies 
here by !he Skouras brothers. Big orchesrras west of Grand Av~nue. u' was built a few tor JO years until Kiel Opera House opened1n "STANDARD THEATRE, 7th and Walnut. go unobserve<l. and lhe chamber begins 10 1~ke on iu tnie 

-·--lllts--Paul-W~lteman-and-Warlng'.a.-Pennsy --·-'Slierore· w-- ra w:·--r----1h -- 00----r· - -· --!9H~-At·-the-()(lton-in--additi~o--the- -- Evidently lhe Standard .was built.!ar.burL · - - appearaoce-a bear p1l, where lhe real m~de t:1 £1.,xed ou1---
vanians k~pl long lines wailing. By long; I ~~:: com°;:ny ~~pres~~! p~~ys ~pok~: ~nl; Symphony. various o'ther allractiot; were lesque (nol convened from a previous use). 1 of Chicago. ·---
mean that each line would stretch a block up in German. The war, of course, brought this _ offered. Probably best remember'ed was i11 l;hls was kno"'.n in, the h early part 01 

1
the A GOOD EXAMPLE was an "oiler" made to downsta. 

Locust and down to.St. Charles Slreel on 71~. w a sudden hall, and the Victoria closed. 1925 when Paul Whileman brought his 25- century as a man 5 1 eater. Very ew ters Wednesday night by. Michael Madigan, the majority 
"A Charleston contest brought a young girl • Later, the name was changed for patriotic piece orchestra there ror Qne night. The women ever_ ventured inside. Back In our leader who cracks the whip for1he Chicago machine in lhe 

here from Independence, Mo .. lo compete. reasons, and II became the Liberty Theater, a audience was thrilled la hear for the first innocent days, ll was considered. very wild. House. . t . 
Her name was Ginger Rogers and she won · . h . ·h 1 11 time Gershwin's 'Rhapsod)l in Blue· Of course, 11 would be tame stuff in 1977. The · If you let us expand Chtca-go'• convention center 
easily The most popular emc~ in St. Louis m( ov1Ge preseRodnlalJOnb ouse wllltha argle ore es-I . Standard was closely watched by Vie gen- McCormick Place, we'll le! you pay lo; ll . 

· ra. ene em1c , one o e mos popu ac d b h d' · · · 
history was Ed Lowry, who kept the Ambas- musicians In St. Louis hlslory was the * .,:, . I'< armes la e sure l ere was no nu Hy. Madigan deilvered It stralghtfaced, In • !lawlessly 

--sadorlilled·J2·hou~dally.·Many.oldtlmers--·1eadel.-.'-· ..... -- .. ' - - "llAVLIN'S THEATRE, 6th and Walnut. However, the comedians were prelly rough buslnessltke way. Grabbing the goods Wednesday was a 
will also re~mber the wizard ol the great Here we round stock melodrama, which was lor that era. piece ol cake. 11 things hadn't been going so..tast, maybe 
organ, Stuart Barne - an_d l_t_d~d_n't hurt ~~t " o (r * very popular at the tum of the century, muc)l downstat.en coul~ pave held out for the Brookl711 Bridge, or 

· he w·a:s young and handrome. . PRINCESS THEATRE, Grand and Olive. like the ·movie serial of 19 1~ 'The Perlls of * * I'< the Empire State Building lo bool. ·· 

I.· ; . ·. . .. ... . . II played smalltime vaudeville and, at one Pauline.' Every night, audten'ces cheered the "HIPPODROME, on 6th between Market When Chicago·~ original convenllon center barned 10 the 
:-;-, :.>=11-;a;~1:tta1{~~1feAtllE, ?th .~d Market time,· for several years, hnd a populllr hero, his'.sed the villain and loved it. and Walnut. This was an unusu.al house, ground m 1967, the state graciously pledged SIS million. a 

(liu.t ·locatlalt). W!.tli the):')OllJl.g'·bf-lhe musical tabloid stock company. In 1he 1920s It · which played a wide variety.of circus acu year in horseraclng tues and about $15 million 1.nmall,y jn 
. Olympic Thealre. the American became lhe ·became the Shubert-Rlal!o Theatre under the n * ·,:, wilh some vaudeville thrown in. It auracted clgareue taxes-one cent for each pack bought anywhere.In 

rop leglllmale s'tage In St. Louis. Everybody supervision o( the New York Shubert orrtce, "ST .. LOUIS THEATER, 700 North Grand big crowds In Its early years with very low lllinols-:40 back lxmds !or a JJew cenler. 
shdwed up there-;-Trom the annual visits of presenting musicals and plays. But lrlalled- (now Powell Hall). A mov.le-stage presenta. prices. McCormick place wu built and the bonds ripald last 

. Thur~ton 1ne magician lo.the l\farx Brolhen1, to a11ract ticket buyers, and the Shuberts · lion house, It was one of live 'cinema palaces' year (lhe state sllll holds· about S20 million Jn bonds on ihe 
. ---1.lfilt8.1illl the greatesl stage plays and top pulled out In a few years. Alter 1ha1, movies In SJ. Lauis history. And !or me il was, by n * I'< one that burned down). Some or the money was dlveneQ;to 
. • stars. This policy co. ntlnued for 35 yeara_ were shown until it was Nllllodeled In the rail far, lhe most beaulllul of the $Uper cinemas. · "SIR JOHN FAUTAFF TIIEATRE, In the build convenilon centers downstate. But the clgareue tax) 

ending May 2, !953, with ~e3slca Tandy and_ - or 19.n to be the second home ol the Its distinguished afChltecture, both exterior· Spanish Pavilion. Here was an Interesting diverslo~whlch will amount to an accumulaled total or 
Hume Cronyn In 'The Fourposter.' . · · American ThealreJlifeh, ;Iler several years, and lnl!',JIQr, made it a standou1, although I theater In an unusual location. But It had a some S22 million next year-went unspoken ror. 

"NeedleH to say, I was thHe for the , · ~ · short Ille. U was advertised as "America's REPUBLICAN Gov. James R. Thompson wanted to use 
closing night and have a ticket stub and Most Beaulllul Proscenium Theau:e,' and · 11 for statewide services during his upcoming year of 
program in my theater collection. Tru_~ t\l. an ' . fe1tured a fine local stock com~ugmenl· austerity, designed to end lhrtt successive years or deficit 
old tradition rhe final curtain did not d"cend - ., .., ed by nationally known .iariln straight plays spending and pull the state from the edge of .bankruptcy 
that nigh!. ' • 'The Orpheum featured two-a-day vaudeville ... We (1968-69), Including Marie Wilson, Kathryn Mike MadlgaJT'hlU a dlllerent Idea. The money will .go lo 

"One-al the most talked-about pla~ 10 ever saw through the years everything from Fink's Mules Crt>5br. Virginia Grahal'l\,and Mr. and Mrs. expand McCormick plac&--0r eYen 10 build a new Chicago 
come here was 'Strange Interlude at the . Pat 0 Brien. ~ sports arena, II other legl!lallon sponsored by.r.he majority 

. . American.' It ran ror ·~ hoors and adjourned and one-act plays to Sophie Tucker, Sarah Bernhardt, "Th 25 I I I I leader passes. • 
j---tor ~Inner !or SO minutes. 8?b Hope w~s In Ted Lewis and his: band Jimmy· Duran-te Eddie fun 1n': wor~~'fo~ ru:;~~t ~=~:5wwm a~ ;e Madlgan's "ofler" passed 9)..69_ It w~ an ofler which lor ' 
· ·1111 his first book show, 'Roberla, Ethel Merman • !"" ! g · , ere 1 some reason the likes of Representative! Don Bru l 
1 In 'AnnleGet Your G~,' Fred Astaire In 'The- Cantor, Fanny Bnce, George Burns and Gracie Allen, greal 1 sr_:r~ In person, and hthey 11 never be vandalla Harold Byers of Highland Monroe .Fll1lml !!!...9

1
__J • 

B d W • d 'Sh Boat ' d L · · R , rep ace" u'/ movies or ot er mechanized - ' • nn o an agon. An there was ow • • Bennv Jessel Berle an illi.a.n 11ssell. I sho lb blJ f " Caho'kla, Joe Lucco or Edward!v1lle, Jim McPike or AJtnn 
several editions or 'Zlegleld Follies and ""~ ' • . · . w~.!i' ey are gone t never orgotten. John Sharp of Wood Rive~. W"veller Younge or Eut1t 

/. '.J · 1 ) t ~ ·~ . Louis, and Re~tn::TrrK.C. "Junie" Banulla or JetiW 
· .,., . • . • . couldn't ref~. ,. . l _ 

••, A , • 

~ 



Historic Missouri Theatres Questionnaire 

Stone County Historical Society 

What historic theatres were located or are currently located in your area? !f2.d.yle__.Jl.~dr.c~_fJ1.er'_"'= 
/~411L.,_f}(1£~--r.il-J :l?e ek-5f~~_ilk~_<t;.~-.-0z-JJ.,_jy.:fd_!; . ~ 
~/u:;;, ~L:All if:;•~ l-\JP~~__±:U.~llJ.i.JL_ri~ &.e..._s:f:;_JLi:;{12 r~;:: 
ol C-ro nfl- ~-nd C16-b/'1bJ l~B (?ne o.-1- 'Reeds 4r-1/r~ /,A)o. ~ ct;rYJ j.:?U?J-}, ~}'?a p~trk7r 1-7tS 

Please check the specific types of information you have about theatres in your area? Please note any L iP, 
sources you think would be particularly useful for this project. 

books about specific theatres 

photographs 

newspaper articles 

scrapbooks 

county or town histories 

other, please specify 

Do you have any information on which theatre or vaudeville circuit played in your area? 

::J'ile_.~~ l!.JL:ic.e...~~L.:£_-d:ll..e~_kC~-'--~------------------------------

Wha t days and times is your library open to the publi~? ~-L-_}£_r_u_ __ &_;_T_2J_.z.__c()~ 'c?_p_ __ 
_Jjjj__.)LLfl..!L__/2~~.J,t,..r~~-----------------------------------------------

c~ recial arrangements be ,made for the library to be open at other times? 

--}--Li&_..l!kli I J Yi.:ee.-L_:i:<2_LlilLt~:i__:l_/-ea;~--------------------------

Who is the best person to contact for more information? _fid__fj_ ~:e.z_±;:-----------· 
/}11 '4~J fe;er 11:,/., ha,/ a -J-ieafye _j ft~fiolr}!_-{ t!:Jr /1-c;r 

~ w )1 ; le /e-J~ /1e JrcJ11 s Ph h<7 ~ .1n , 

, ;11~: fl,e 5U1/ss ~//Id ~con }:y JJc.xkr/»t?d pfl ,L~ Y>lf'"ll»'""; s-~// 
/$ /h'ler·-.0-/-o'n,_j_-:;' I~ .2\;7 ~mfhd/ie.a/n. ~nd ~;ne J,,':f,"'noime fe,,//e 

ho.v-e been -l.Jc:>re-,. ? 

/J,17c/ tflrl/e A;r"'s h~c1 :a at)u_h/-ry v1clcl~?> /,10 Jn ;,./ £;:.k.e "'/~w ,er> 
Thank you for your assistance. ~wh: ye_ b~re- 4A e y <l ha \r\6-e J -+~ 71v-a. ~so vi LUesf I 
Please return to: Becky Snider 1008 Sunset Dr. Columbia, MO 65203 / 

$/ d/sp )~,,.<!- 4 ~oy/e- v/ .._/J,e.;::-/.ns ~ J-.S:'lve_r po Jj,9 ,. d/f, 



Historic Missouri Theatres Questionnaire 

Sullivan County Historical Society 

Does your organization have information about the following theatres? 

Harmon Theatre Milan ;X yes ____ no __ _ 

Is this(these) theatre(s) still in operation? 

Harmon Theatre Milan yes ____ no ..... ~-

If not, does the building(s) where the theatre was located still exist? 

Harmon Theatre Milan yes ____ no ){__ 

What other historic theatres were located or are currently located in your area? _lJ..i.JJ2.d1...$.1~---
-:fp a.J!L~J.!!_LliP _f;Qt.JjJ/1.t'--/.:IA.n. __ & !l__e:»?_ff_;?fi_tl/2.i!d.1£.._~ ~Y-1E_£fiiJ1. F ~ 
l:/f>.Jyl ~_gKL~L- .N'.Q ~ __ exc;;_ga_ r-!'_!i.,_i!t_:Y_{~/:::P_B_U ( j _D l !!-~~.iLL_t:!!a _q£f /.-~ b °----
0 PK R /j- HOV....{1~5 
Please check the specific types of information you have about theatres in your area? Please note any 
sources you think would be particularly useful for this project. 

books about specific theatres 

photographs 

newspaper articles 

scrapbooks 

county or town histories 

other, please specify 

Do you have any information on which theatre or vaudeville circuit played in your area? 
-~.-!JI~ -~...£l_l}.,.JJ..1i:.":/_Lf ..k_~ __ _i3_t2f2.LL_f[_t&:/.2..£.-_____________________________________ _ 

What days and times is your library open to the public? __ Q_.ti£.tL __ TU...fi.~Ll2L'2-f!---IJ!L/l-¥-------
J1f f?Q<i£LL_5..F-8.:r:£e!J3_}{_8..J_&_!:L~..R_-T/ /1:2_~..£.._ey __ fr£ C2.c2.L'd...L !:::2-~M..r-. ______ _ 
Can special arrangements be made for the library to be open at other times? 

---;}IL->~----------------------------------------------------------------------
Who is the best person to contact for more information? -----------------------------------· 

ft!/ ,t D tr F P 13 fl~ P R.J 0 ~ £ 

~J6 -- A65-dtf-76 

Thank you for your assistance. 
Please return to: Becky Snider 1008 Sunset Dr. Columbia, MO 65203 



--

Historic Missouri Theatres Questionnaire 

Texas County Missouri Genealogical and Historical Society 

Does your organization have information about the following theatres? 

Opera House Cabool yes ____ no __ 

Is this(these) theatre(s) still in operation? 

Opera House Cabool yes ____ no _ _i_ 

If not, does the building(s) where the theatre was located still exist? 

Opera House Cabool yes ____ no __ _ 

What other historic theatres were located or are currently located in your area? 

Please check the specific types of information you have about theatres in your area? Please note any 
sources you think would be particularly useful for this project. 

books about specific theatres 

photographs 

newspaper articles 

scrapbooks 

county or town histories 

other, please specify 

Do you have any information on which theatre or vaudeville circuit played in your area? 
None that we know of. 

What days and times is your library open to the public? --------------------------------

Ea ch ~¥--£~o+i\-~~....a.--~-~-0.0--pm.~-------------------------------

Can special arrangements be made for the library to be open at other times? 

---S~=-~~-.tJ:+e-~~H-~-a~-~--be~~~.H:Hj-&e-e.--i~-a-v-a-a-vtt±~~

Who is the best person to contact for more information? _ VeJ..rn..9-...-12 __ • ~9~ms ...£_ Co_~i:~.:..2~E-· ------· 

Thank you for your assistance. 
Please return to: Becky Snider 1008 Sunset Dr. Columbia, MO 65203 



TEXAS COUNTY MISSOURI 
GENEALOGICAL & HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

P.O. BOX 12, HOUSTON, MO. 654BJ 

6 October 1997 

Ms. Becky Snider 
1008 Sunset Drive 
Columbia, MO 65203 

Dear Ms. Snider: 

Sorry to be so long in answering your request about the 
Cabool Opera House. 

I had a great deal of trouble finding someone who had even 
heard of the Opera House. First I talked to our local 
attorney who lives in Cabool. He told me he vaguely 
remembered his parents mentioning it. He knew where it 
was located before it burned. He knew nothing of it 
otherwise. He suggested Mrs. Simonsen. 

Then I called Mrs. Walter Simonsen--Mrs. Walter at 320 
Grant ave.; Cabool, Mo. 65689. She remembered her 
parents talking of it and she too knew that it had been 
over a store an& then had burned. Sometime later they 
had another one and that building is still standing and 
it too has another business it now. There is no longer 
an opera house. 

Mr. Tindel suggested you might research some of the 
early editions fo the Cabool Enterprise in the newspaper 
section of the State Historical Society there in Columbia 
and perhaps they might be something in them about the 
Opera House. He thought that would probably be the most 
logical to find something since it has been so many vears 
ago that all of the old timers of that time is gone. 

Most of the vaudeville circuit who played the area were 
done in tents that they either carried with them or the 
town furnished them and they were dismantled as soon as 
the show was over. 

Sorry that is all the info that I could come up. 

Sincerely, 

Velma E. Adams ':: 
Corresponding Secretary 



Historic Missouri Theatres Questionnaire 

Vernon County Historical Society 

Does your organization have information about the following theatres? .Jb"Yl C /h/; ~ 
Fox Theatre Nevada 
Moore's Opera House _ 
Moore's Theatre . · ... 11,A?G)< ·' 6;'?.19,.,.,.,11y ?? ? Rink Theatre I fh 111 /t:. fl, tS 

1~,;qn:so·· AH??oo~~"o 
Nickel Theatre h" rr;." I 1' 9' ti S' 

!'/$MO // J"//'WvvD f.-/1/J;E; /9~o ~ 

Is this(these) theatre(s) still in operation? 

Fox Theatre 
Moore's Opera House 
Moore's Theatre 
Rink Theatre 
Nickel Theatre 

Nevada 

v d f 1/ yes ____ no___ i t-ttr< iJ r- //llrtJ 

yes - G!!o --- ] S?41'JA& . yes ____ no __ _ 

~~~ k-= ~~ == f hofrJ K J'C!Y17A? /a~ · 
;g~il/- 6y Clture /:JC4-f-ee/ 

p.111 CJUs' /'lt/Vl"t! MoA · 

~::=~~~=~ 
yes ____ no_ 
yes ____ no _ 7 
yes ____ no __ _ 

If not, does the building(s) where the theatre was located still exist? 

Fox Theatre 
Moore's Opera House 
Moore's Theatre 
Rink Theatre 
Nickel Theatre 

Nevada /n yes ____ no_ 
yes ____ no __ 
yes ____ no __ _ 

v yes ____ no __ 
yes ____ no __ _ 

What other historic theatres were located or are currently located in your area? _______ "i"""\ ______ _ 

- Jh~.££.Yµ-~ _ _a_{)!µhp~£_4_!_~f~J_~_!_J_~':!:~51!_¥_ - ~~~-/ _.&_)0 _____ _ 
_ _r_e _~<f!:~_71l££rJk_f_1xIYJJ- r _¥£~-L~fC~d_~_ _'4~1~2} ~~/-t!_C:_ ________ _ 

Please check the specific types of information you have about theatres in your area? Please note any 
sources you think would be particularly useful for this project. 

books about specific theatres -------------------------------------
_e_ photographs 

V newspaper articles 

scrapbooks 

county or town histories 

other, please specify 

Do ou have any information on which theatre or vaudeville circuit played in your area? 

_ ece~~qr&~~~~~~~~~~~---------------
What days and times is your library open to the public? __.6f' __ ~£' ,,dt!!~-----------

Can special arrangements be made for the library to be open at other times? 

Thank you for your assistance. Please return to: Becky Snider 1008 Sunset Dr. Columbia, MO 65203 



MISSOURI OFFICE OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION 
ARCHITECTURAL/HISTORIC INVENTORY SURVEY FORM 

1. NO. 4. PRESENT LOCAL NAME(S) OR DESIGNATION (S) 

D-10A Wild Bill's Pool Hall & Recreational Center 
2. COUNTY 

Vernon 5. OTHER NAME(S) 

3. LOCATION OF 
NEGATIVES Main Street Nevada H. T. Hildebrandt Saloon, The Nickel Theater 

6. SPECIFIC LEGAL LOCATION 16. THEMATIC CATEGORY ?R NO OF::; 1r1M1 .. s 1 
TOWNSHIP RANGE SECTION architecture 29. BASEMENT? YES (Xl 
IF CITY OR TOWN, STREET ADDRESS 17. DATE (S) OR PERIOD NO( ) 

112 E. Cherry St. c. 1 880-1 884 <:'... 11~h 30. FOUNDATION MATERIAL 

7. CITY OR TOWN IF RURAL, VICINITY 18. STYLE OR DESIGN Not visible 
Nevada Si nal e entrve ~.q 31. WALL CONSTRUCTION 

8. DESCRIPTION OF LOCATION 19. ARCHITECT OR ENGINEER frame 
i. ~ 32. ROOF TYPE AND MATERIAL 

20. CONTRACTOR OR BUILDER fl ~t 
33. NO. OF BA VS 

21. ORIGINAL USE, IF APPARENT FRONT 2 SIDE 

commercial 34. WALL TREATMENT 

22. PRESENT USE 
Brick/plaster/ceramic tile 

commercial /recreational 35. PLAN SHAPE rectanqul ar 

23. OWNERSHIP PUBLIC ( ) 36. CHANGES ADDITION ( ) 

PRIVATE (':x:') (EXPLAIN IN ALTERED (X) 

24. OWNER'S NAME AND ADDRESS NO. 42) MOVED ( ) 

IF KNOWN 37. CONDITION 

9. COORDINATES UTM Wiley & Ella Simhaiser, R.R. 4, Box INTERIOR unknown 
LAT 112, Ft. Scott, KS 66701 EXTERIOR good 
LONG 

25. OPEN TO PUBLIC? YES(X) 38. PRESERVATION YES ( ) 
10. SITE( ) STRUCTURE( ) Restricted NO( ) UNDERWAY? NO( X ) 

BUILDING ( Xl OBJECT ( ) 26. LOCAL CONTACT PERSON OR ORGANIZATION 39. ENDANGERED? YES( X ) 
11. ON NATIONAL YES( ) 12. IS IT YES( ) Main Street Nevada BY WHAT? NO( ) 

REGISTER? NO(X) ELIGIBLE? NO(X) 
27. OTHER SURVEYS IN WHICH INCLUDED 

13. PART OF ESTA. YES ( ) 14. DISTRICT YES(X) 40. VISIBLE FROM YES(X) 
HIST. DISTRICT? NO(X) POTENTIAL? NO( ) PUBLIC ROAD? NO( ) 

15. NAME OF ESTABLISHED DISTRICT N/A 41. DISTANCE FROM AND 
FRONTAGE ON ROAD 

approx. 1 O feet 

42. FURTHER DESCRIPTION OF IMPORTANT FEATURES The main entrance faces north. The PHOTO 
facade has been substantially altered including plastering much of the MUST 
facade, terra-cotta tiles and three multi-light recessed entrances . The 
second story has been removed, date unknown. 

BE 

PROVIDED 
~ 

43. HISTORY AND SIGNIFICANCE This building was originally two stories in height and appears in the 
1885 Sanborn Map. Sometime after 1 926 the second story was removed . The original address was 
342 E. Cherry. The first verifiable occupant was in 1888, H. T. Hildebrandt Saloon . By 1890, a -
billards building was added in the rear. In 1907 it became the Nickel Theater. 

--
44. DESCRIPTION OF ENVIRONMENT AND OUTBUILDINGS This building is located near the downtown square of 

Nevada. To the north, east, and west are other commercial buildings . 

45. SOURCES OF INFORMATION Sanborn Maps 1885, 1890, 1906, 1914, 1926. 46. PREPARED BY 

Becker/Millstein 
CH¥ Qi cectQCY 1 1888. 

47. ORGANIZATION Architectu1 al 
RETURN THIS FORM WHEN COMPLETED TO: OFFICE OF HISTORIC' PRESERVATION & Art Historical Research 

P.O. BOX 176 48. DATE 49. REVISION DATE (S) 
IF ADDITIONAL SPACE IS NEEDED, ATIACH JEFFERSON CITY, MISSOURI 65102 
A SEPARATE SHEET TO THIS FORM. 01/92 

SW-AS-036-080



I 
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MISSOURI OFFICE OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION 
ARCHITECTURAL/HISTORIC INVENTORY SURVEY FORM 

"' 
I HO. ... 4. PltUINT LOC.lL. "AM((SJ OR OUl~ATION(SJ 

8-17 Fox Theater ~ta 1~ - ' 1-.......;;. -<A .. . ..- ., 
l . COUNTY 

Ver-non 
• \ ., 

'· OTHI" NAMC(SJ 

l . \.OCAflOH 0' Cockrell and Winston Livery; N. L. Winston Livery H(G.AflV(t Main Stl'.:"PPt" NPv~rL=i 
·-· 

• SPICU'IC \..ICIA&. LOCATIOfol 1•. TH[MAnc CATl!:GOAY 28. HO . OF STOAl(S 2 
TOW .. IHI~ .A,.GI __ SIC TION ar-chitectur-e H. MSUIPTt YU (A ) 

I' CITY 0'9 TOWN t IT,.•IT AD0"UI 17. OAT[(SI Olt PlRIOO NO( ) 

110 s. Main Street c. 1889: 1917. 1955 (remorlP.1) JO. 'OUMOATIO .. a.ATl•HA&. 

7 Cl TY Olt TOWN "' au .. A&. • V•CJ•• TY 18. STYLI 0" 01 SIGN Not visible 
Nevada JI. WALL CONITRUCTIOH 

e. ouc••~TicHe OI LO~TION 11. AltCHIT[CT OR [NGIN UR FrRmP 
J2. ltOCW Tl',-1 AMO MATUtlAL 

20. COH TA ACTOR OR 8UILO[R Flat 
~u.J JJ. HO. 0, UYI 

21. ORIGINAL US(, I, APPAR[NT '"o..r 1 SIDI 

Commercial (Iiverv) o~ l4. WALL TltUTMUT Urick 
2Z. PRESENT US( veneer/alum. shP!=!t hin! 

l'.nmmPr~iRl (tht:'otpr) 3'. PLAN SHA#'( reel. 

2J. OWNERSHIP PUil.iC( ) J&. CH.lHGU .u>OITION ( ) 

PRIVATI!:( X) ([~.lift IN 
ALTl"ID ( X l NO. 4Z) 

24. OWNfR'S NA.Ml AHO AOORUS .. o"t:D( l ,, KNOWN Nevada Multi-C inema n. CONOITION 

110 s. Main t INTUttO" 

' COORO•NATU UTM 

LAT Nevada. M.O (XT[ .. 10,. good 
\..ONG 25. OP£H TO PUBLIC? YfS(X I la. PA!SfRVATION YU( ) 

10. ltT! ( ) ST,.UCTUltl( ) restricted HO( I UHOlltWAY r NO ( X ) 

IUILDl"G cX ) OIJ(CT ( ) ZI. LOCAL CONT.A.GT PERSON OR OAGAHIU no ... l9. fHOAHGCAIO ~ YU( I 

YU ( ) 11. IS IT YU( ) Main Str-eet Nevada l't WK.AT? "° ( x ) II OH IUTIONAL 
AlGttTl• 1 HO 0C ) ILIGllLI? NO(X) 17. OTHER SURVIYS IH WHICH IHCL.UOID 

I). ~Alff °' !STA•. YU ( ) 14. DISTRICT YU(X) 40. VISllLI f'"ON YU( X) 
MIST. DtlTIUCT 1 HO« , ~TIHTIAL? NO ( ) 

NIA 
.-VILIC lltOAD ? HO ( l 

I~ . HAM( 0, llTAILllNIO a.STRICT 41. DISTANCl ,llt<Mil AN 0 
'llONTAGC ON llOAO 

Approx. 10' 
-

~2 . 'U"T .. U onc•UftTIQN Q, IMP<HtTANT flATU,.(S The main facade faces east. 
It has been substantially altered with aluminum frame doors, brick PHOTO 
veneer, aluminum awning and aluminum sheathing. MUST 

BE 
PAOVIOEO 

4 l, NllTOllY ""D SIUU'teAll'I The building was originally used as a liyery. The first verifiable 
occupant was Cockrell & w·inston Livery Stables (1890). In 1917 the building was remodeled 
into the "Star" Theater by J. E. Haggard, owner. At that time an additional story of 28 -
inches was added. In 1955 the name of the theater was changed to "The Foxn. 

44. OllC•UPTION °" OVl•OlllMUIT MO 'OUT8UILCNHGI ' The building is half a block from the downtown 
square of Nevada. To the north, east and west are other commercial structures, and to the 
south is a v.reant lot. I• 

•>. 1ou.-c11 OP WI OaM4 JICMI · Western Contractor 2 April 4, 1917' 21. 
.... ,..,...,.,0 8Y p. 

Becker I Millstein The Vernon Count~ Centennial, 1855-1955, p. 67. City Directory, 1890. •1. OHMt•ZATto,. A rchitectu 
HE.TURN TK&S FOR .. WHEH COMPUTED TO: OFFICE OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION & A rt Histor-ical Rpqp,., 

P.O. BOX 17• I~«~~~ r···~ 
OATUll 

· ' &OOtTIOf4Al. ~,..er ,, 
~HO[~ 1 -~~TACH JEFFf"RSON CITY , MISSOURI 6~102 ·I ' . . 

SW-AS-036-081





d«I tr lfl~r/e, ~""' 
w~vu ~VI~ 

Historic Missouri Theatres Questionnaire 

Mine Au Breton Historical Society 

Does your organization have information about the following theatres? / 

Temperance Opera Hall Potosi yes £ no __ _ 

Is this(these) theatre(s) still in operation? 

Temperance Opera Hall Potosi yes ___ no / 

If not, does the building(s) where the theatre was located 
still exist? 

Temperance Opera Hall Potosi yes -~ __ _ 

What other historiy theatres were located or are currently located in your area? . J1rr1151S. ............ """.--· 
l.be-12-lliPr . _j,J~_ 1c r_~_J±_k:y_-Sa _ _ ____ ~It. _ _ ---~2d.~i~, , ·--
-2-1 _ _ l~-t±_.LJ.11 -0:iis 12 d_-=hr_L ~se _ PtJ._ · L~ 

fAef) w ~ e '1l s lf/l'J ~ erA. tt9 , 
Please chec t e speci ic types of inform tion you ave about theatres in your area? Please note any 
sources you think would be particularly useful for this project. 

-LL"~ooks about specific theatres 

-~- p plhotographs 

___ ~wspaper articles 

Y-_ scrapbooks 

~ounty or town histories 

~ther, please specify 

==se:e.- ---,-----------------------------

Do you have any infr;r:;ation on which theatre or vaudeville circuit played in your area? 

_iat-;ay::~ ~~~s ~-yir-~~~;:~~~:;~~lic~]-_Q-~;~-?['.o ~- -j_;_-;Jo~/i_~:_~~~:_ 
111.es - 1 r/, '/trt' ~/If/ n> ~/~A ~ 11.+ 9,' A - I / 3 () -------------------------------- ---- ------------------~7--- ---------------

Can special arrangements be made for the library to be open at other times? /VO 

Thank you for your assistance. 
Please return to: Becky Snider 1008 Sunset Dr. Columbia, MO 65203 



MISSOURI OFFICE OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION I INVENTORY SURVEY FORM 

1. NAME Potosi Masonic Lodge 

HISTORIC Temperance Opera Hall 

AND I OR COMMON 

2. LOCATION T37N. R3E. SUR1851 

STREET & NUMBER Breton Ave. 

CITY, TOWN Potosi 

STATE Missouri 

3. CLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY 

district 

X bulldlng(s) 

structure 

site 

_object 

OWNERSHIP 

public -
X private 

both 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION 

in process -
being considered -

XNIA 

4. OWNER OF PROPERTY 

NAME Potosi Masonic Lodge 

STREET & NUMBER 

CITY, TOWN Potosi 

5. LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 

Assessor's Office 
Phelps County Courthouse 
Rolla, Missouri 65401 

6. REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 

TITLE (None) 

7. DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 

excellent 

x good 

fair 

deteriorated 

ruins 

_unexposed 

VICINITY OF Breton Township 

CODE 29 COUNTY Washington CODE 221 

STATUS PRESENT USE 

X occupied agriculture -
unoccupied commercial -

_work In progress educational 

ACCESSIBLE entertainment 

X yes: restricted government -
yes: unrestricted Industrial 

no _military 

VICINITY OF 

Determined Eligible? Yes No 

CHECK ONE 

A original site 

Federal 

museum 

park -
private residence -
religious -
scientific 

transportation -
other: 

ST ATE Missouri 

State County 

CHECK ONE 

A unaltered 

altered moved date June 18 1986 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Potosi Masonic Lodge is a two story building of a rectangular plan shape. Windows are of simple sash design. 
This building has a simple gable roofline with return cornices. The Potosi Masonic Lodge is an example of 
Utilitarian architecture. 

Local 

SW-AS-036-082



8. SIGNIFICANCE - Washington County Survey - Potosi Masonic Lodge 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE - CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_prehistoric 

1400-1499 

1500-1599 

1600-1699 

1700-1799 

x 1800-1899 

1900-

SPECIFIC DATES 1849 

_archeology - prehistoric 

_archeology - historic 

_agriculture 

_architecture 

Xart 
commerce 

conununications 

_cornnnmity planning 

conservation 

economics 

education 

_engineering 

_exploration I settlement 

_industry 

invention 

BUILDER I ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (IN ONE PARAGRAPH) 

Art - This building was once used as the Opera Hall. 

9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

_landscape architecture 

law 

literature 

_military 

lIUJSiC 

_philosophy 

_politics I government 

the 'Sons of Temperance' 

_religion 

science 

_sculpture 

social I humanitarian 

theater 

_transportation 

_other (specify) 

ACREAGE OF PROPERTY one lot size 
UTM REFERENCES 

QUADRANGLE NAME Potosi Quad SCALE 1 ·24000 

B 

ZONE EASTING NORTHING ZONE EASTING NORTHING 

D w --' l.__._1 __._I __.___.____.I .__I .....___.__..........__.____..___.___. 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION AND JUSTIFICATION The Potosi Masonic Lodge is located in Breton township at 
the above referenced UTM coordinates. This location recognizes the building and the parameter of the 
grounds upon which it rests. 

11. FORM PREPARED BY 

NAME I TITLE Barbara S. Black - Assistant Historic Preservation Coordinator 

ORGANIZATION Meramec Regional Planning Commission 

ADDRESS 101 West Tenth Street, Rolla, Missouri 65401 DATE 6-18-86 
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POTOSI MASONIC LODGE 

Breton Township 

T37N. R2E. SUR1851. 

Potosi, Mo . 



,1YltlNe &J9a.r, ~er!refa._ry 
MI ne.. /f u ]re,,~11 

f-t1~or{0A,\ ~defy 

'Ra uf e 4F I 73° 'f 31~-f 
<fo-f-osi MO b3 ~~ f 

Cafhen'ne Vo!e-fe , 
~res1'den+ 

' 
Russ house. It was moved from its orginal the house for 35 years. 
location on the current Newcomer farm. It was This house is presently owned by Mr. 
built approximately 1792. and Mrs. Everett Huff. Susan Huff said that the 

Thomas Russ was one of the early date 1896 is printed on the back of the old fire
American settlers who came west of the Mis- place. This probably dates the construction of 
sissippi River after the Revolutionary War and the house. 
received a Spanish Land Grant to settle in what 
was then the Spanish Territory of Missouri. 

In May of 1786, Russ was admitted as a 
subject of the King of Spain and granted a land 
certificate entitling him to claim 640 acres of 

3 Masonic Hall land in tl1e Spanish Territory. This was ten 
• 204 West Breton Street years before Moses Austin came to Missouri. 

1 
The Masonic Hall was built in 1849 by It was at a time when settlers in the area were 

, the Sons of Tern perance League. In 1849 news mostly French working the surface lead mines. 
reached Potosi that gold had been found in 
California at Sutter's Mill. Many members of 
the Temperance League went west to search 
for gold. The building was then purchased by 
the Masonic Lodge No. 131. The ground floor 
of the building served as a community center 

·for years. Reportedly, the first opera house 
west of the Mississippi was located here. Miss 

9 
Henry Edgar House 

• (Clara Hall House), 308 N. Pine St. 
This house was built in 1819 by Henry 

1 
Mine Au Breton Historical Society Pearl Pollard, author of the famous Patience 

~ Museum, 206 West Breton Street Worth books, gave several music recitals here. 

: Edgar. It was sold to James N. White who was 
a son-in-law of John Smith T. White sold it to 
John F. Cowan who sold it to Stephen T. 
Dunklin, a son of Governor Dunklin. Gov. 
Dunklin set in motion while he was governor 
the legislation which resulted in the founding This building was originally a Pres byte- Charles Lindbergh attended some op-

Issac Jamieson House 
rian Church, believed to be the oldest Presby- eras here while he was visiting the Higgin-

309 West Breton Street 
terian Church building west of the Mississippi botham family in the l 920's. ii • . • • • This house was also known as the Clara 
River. It was built in 1832-33. It earlier had a In the 1930's and 1940's the ground k ~is house was buil.t m .1 ~ 16 · (Dat~ ts Hall House. The house was later sold to Dr. 

I 
. ed . . . . . fl sed c h 1 La h mar ed m the house.) Possibly it is the earliest J H Hall 1 Cl hi da h Sh steep e, smce remov . Still remammg ms1de oor was u ior sc oo proms. ter w en b .

1 
h . . . . · ames . r. ara was s ug ter. e 

. th C · . u1 t ouse remammg m Potosi. It was remod- . . . 
is the slave gallery, or balcony, at the back of e ounty Library burned, the Masonic Hall 1 ,~. 1983 

b 
1 

B , . was a promment school teacher m the Potosi 
. . h . . sed ' l"b I sed f h" h e eu m y oe ust. He iound a carving h I f th 1920' thr h th the buildrng. T e tamous architect John was u 1or a i rary. t was u or ig th all h' h d "I . sc oo system rom e s oug e ' 

1 1 
. on e west w w tc rea remodeled this , 

Anderson Langford, once went to church here schoo c assrooms after the grade school bwld- h 1873 J D p d ' ,, I 1 h 1940 s. 
· th' b ·1ct· Hi 

1 
h · b d · 194445 ouse, . . . en ergrast t cou d ave F , 

m is m mg. s parents were saves ere. mg ume m . bee art f th M' A B F th . or many years the words 'I spent the 
Th

· b 'ld" ed p . , . th n p o e me u reton ort at is da . th . . 
is m mgserv as otos1 smov1e eater. ti' ed . th h' to f S 0 . y m e berry patch with Alice. July 23, . . men on m e is ry o te. enev1eve. ,, 

Silentmov1eswereshownhereformanyyears. Th T . t' all b 'It fl d 1844 were written on the wall 
It served as a Boy Scout Hall until the 19 50' s. h e cehi mgedis ac uth y m :s a 

1 
ookr an may In 1936 this house was u~ by Dorothy 

. . . ave ous ano er story ior oo -out pur-
The bmldmg was converted mto a mu- Th . . ts . th f al odd Cresswell for teaching business classes 
d 

· p ·· B' ·ai · 
963 

poses. e JOlS m e roo so are . 
seum urmg otos1 s 1centenm m 1 . h d Th 1 · · If d · s ape . e ocat10n itse comman s a view 

of the State Public School System. 

of the surrounding country. 



4 4. John S. Brickey House 
• 220 West Breton Street 

The land was deeded to John S. Brickey 
by Moses Austin in 1816. The house was built 
about 1818. The architectural style is similar 10 James A. Headlee House 

2 
Moses Austin's Tomb tocolonialhousesfoundinWilliamsburg, Vir- . • 307 PiQe Street 

• 206 West Breton Street ginia. The front door and an interior door have 7 Judge Dinning House This house is presently known as the 
Moses Austin, considered by many as theoriginalcast-ironhingesinthearrowshaped • 401 West Breton Street Taylor House. itwasbuiltby AcquillaColein 

the founder of Potosi, died in 1821 and buried style used in the colonial period. One wall of This house was built c. 1890 and· is 1898-99.Itwascompletedin 1903.Mr.Headlee 
first on the family farm at the home of his the house is concrete which leads us to believe currently owned by ~in and Judy Wright. had the house built. He was the presiden~ of 
daughter, Emily Austin, at Hazel Run in what that the house was built around part of the old ~urther infonnation is be.ing researched atthis one of the ~ly banks in Potosi. . 
is now St. Francois County. In 1824, Maria Mine Au Breton Fort meritioned in history. time. . The house had a lot of gingerbread]rim-:-
Brown Austin also died and was buried beside · This John S. Brickey was a justice of the ming; some of which remains. The house has 
Moses. In 1832 the last remaining member of peace and could have been one of the first State · beautiful stained glass windows; each in a 
the Austin family decided to join Stephen Legislators and possibly an early circuit court different pattern. There is also an inside panel 
Austin in Texas. One of the family's last acts recorder. (info from abstract deed of house.) of stained glass, and thegableofthehousehas 
before leaving Missouri was to authorize the . a. stained glass window in a unique pattern. 
moving of the bodies of Moses and ~ to· There was once a carriage house which now 
the Old Presbyterian-Masonic cemetery in serves as a garage and shed. 
Potosi. This old cemetery was the only estab- Mr. Headlee imported both flowers and 
lished public cemetery in the the territory at the soil for his lawn. The house was surrounded by 
time. an ornate picket fence. (information from Lil-

The Austins were buried in the ground 

8 
Frank Teasdale House lian T. Richards) 

with graves being enclosed by a rock wall. • 301 Mineral Street 
About 1890 the wall was torn down and the Judge Dinning first owned this house. CO TINUED 
present tomb was erected. Since then, an old He gave it to his daughter f()r_ a wedding . 
cherry tree near the tomb was cut down, and presentwhenshemarriedFrankTeasdale. The 
the tomb was repaired. In 1936 some Texans 5 Weber-Russ Cabin deed reads that Judge Dinning gave the house rr;::s;::> 
tried to steal Moses out of the tomb, but were • 304 Clark Street to Mr. and Mrs. Frank Teasdale for one dollar ~ 
stopped by local citizens. This cabin was known as the Weber- and love and devotion. The Teasdales lived in 



Supreme Court of Missouri. According to the house for $1200. Th~y were a well known 
Goodspeed's HistoryofFiveCounties,p.498, fami,y.who had eight children. The Connelly 
the State of Missouri was divided into four family· lived in the house for 34 years. The ~;:. 

· judicial districts; each to hold two tenns of the small house in the back is referred to by old- ? 

Supreme Court annually. The fourth district timers as the slave house. The slaves were free 
was composed of 16 counties. For this district but cqn_tinued to live with the Connelly~. The 
the.tennsoftheSupremeCourtweretobeheld slave(slept in the little house but ate m the 
in Potosi Washington County, beginning on kitcheri of the big house. . . 

the fourth Mondays of May and September of Al and Joyce ~eiss have lived m this :.;@i::;w·;:;;·''''W'l'\':""''''<:,:_:?-\:':-
each year. These sessions of the Supreme house for 42 years. (mfo from abstract) 
Court were held until another session of the f 

11 W. A. ~yan Hous-·e . __ · .... : · _ _ ~gislature had ~e court moved to Jefferson S' 
• 307 Mmeral Street at Market - City, the ~ew capital. 

- Mr. Ryan was. a Metll~ist preacher. Thisblockmayhavebeenthestatecapital 
B_uilt in 184 3, the house has ~flll:~;_he'Yn beams if early plans had materialized. Potosi' s first 
put together with -wooden ,peg~· ~~. square courthouse was built in 1814; designed to be 
nails. It is currently owned ~YG.ervis'E,ye who big enough for the capital of the new state-to
has remodeled the house~ - ~,"~ · - · be. Money ran out before this building could 

19 Edmond Casey House 
• 103 Market Street_ 
This hous~ represcnt,s tl}e- stick architec

ture sytle of the late 1800' s; It has gable ends 
on the roof. It has staine<l_glass windows and 
stained gla5s fanlights- arCtund the door. The 
house was built by an Irishjmmigrant in the 
late 1800's. There were.three'sisters' homes in 
the Old Courthouse Square ?J"(!a. The homes ~~--~~,~~~:;;;;;;;~.-:::;:;;;:.::;;;;;::;:::;::";~~? were all built with the same style and grandeur. 

The home is the Rebecca Richards family 

be finished. Then Potosi lost to St. Charles by 
only one vote to be the capital- which would 
serve until a new capital could be built at 
Jefferson City. 

The building currently serves as the R-3 
School District Administrative offices and 

17 Presbyterian Church 
• 104 West Breton Street home. 

- This church was founded in 1832, but 
the present building was not built until 1908. 
The plans for the building were drawn by John 
Anderson Langford, a famous American Negro 
architect. Mr. Langford grew up in Potosi as 

1 Kindergarten. 
''"';7:·:·:-••,, .. ,._.,_. ______________________________________________ , ___ _ 

the son of slaves. 

12 James Shields H<~use - Two distinctive features of the building 
• 207 State Street. are the stained glass windows made with lead 
This house was ·oujlcil1t87~ames moldiflgsancfihenaturalcoolingsystemofthe 

Shields was an early abstracfur. llis office was church. The design allows the· air to circulate 
located at 113 North .MiSsouri (where the freely insided the building creating a naturally 
Ozarks Federal Savings aild Loan office is .... . 'Ti< cool inwrior. The inside fealures a beautiful 

:~~H:o:1d~~C:~1?c~~l:~=e:~: . LongBantaHouse~;:'"Jo~~ ~~::design. The church has a large pipe 

John. . , . - · - , .. 15 • North Mine Street atClara Str~e.f'. -, _ · · _ · 
'niis·house was 6uiltin 186fby.James · 

Long, a Potosi businessman. This house is one _ .. _, __ ,._,_ .. ,, .. ,, _______ , 

of the finest examples of Victorian architec
ture in this area. It is classic Victorian, display- 20 St. James Ca~holic .Church __ _ 

• 201 North Ma~oun Street --
'T'hi(,) rhnrrh w~~ huih in 1R59, When 



This house was buill in 1873. James 
Shields was an early abstractor. His office was 
located at 113 North Missouri (where the 
Ozarks Federal Savings and Loan office is 
located now), adjacent to the old Arlington 
Hotel. He had three sons, Charles, James and 
John. 15 Long Banta House 

u..av u•v 0L.U...J1J.V-U f5J..ilU0 Y"f'.1iJUV'rl'.) JJ.AOU\.J Y'rflUl 1\...-UU 

moldings and the natural cooling system of the 
church. The design allows the air to circulate 
freely insided the building creating a naturally 
cool interior. The inside features a beautiful 

· -· cross design. The church has a large pipe 
organ. 

• North Mine Street at Clara Str~et 
This house was built in 1863 by James 

Long, a Potosi businessman. This house is one 
of the finest examples of Victorian architec- 20 St. James Catholic Church 
tureinthisarea.ItisclassicVictorian,display- • 201 North Missouri Street 
ing the massive, yet graceful, ornate wooden This church was built in 1859. When 
gingerbread trim. The house is still surrounded Father Timon arrived in Potosi in 1825, he 
by a shady veranda and a spacious lawn which found that a small wooden church had been 
contains a gazebo or summerhouse. built some time previously at a site on Citadel. 

For many years the house was occupied It was called Potosi Chapel. In 1854 land was 
by Mr. Long's daughter, :Mrs. Minnie 

1 
••• purchased to build a church rectory and school. 

13 James McDermott House Hutchison, then by Mr. and Mrs. Parke Banta. I 18 Dr. Townsend House T. W. Bradley was hired to design the. church. 
• 201 State Street ·" Mrs. Banta was the granddaughter of James • 101 West Breton Street The building was completed in 1861. 
James McDermott built this house (in Long. This house was built in 1905 and most The rose window in front has the origi-

1873) as well as several oth'er' houses in this The Banta family recently donated the recently has been known as Old Town of nal framing although new glass was placed in 
area. The original house was very ornate, house to the Mine Au Breton Historical Soci- Potosi Antiques. it in Lhe late 1940's or 1950's. There are me-
similar to the houses of Williamsburg, Vir- ety for display and preservation~ As Potosi grew northward in the 1890's, morial windows among which are the names 
ginia. It had high porches on the front and · . huge homes such as the Townsend house were of Joe Teasdale, Daniel Dunklin and Firmin 
sides. There were high steps into the entrance . built in the area between Lhe downtown busi- Desloge. 
and much lattice work. Mr. and Mrs. Russell ness district and the school square. The homes The present church measures 76'6" x 
SimmonsboughtthehousefromRobertBrown. reflected thegrowinginfluenceoftheirbuild- 40'6". The exterior is made of bricks hand 
~ ers and of Potosi. This house was built by Dr. molded by slaves from clay mud from the 

J. F. Townsend, and was occupied by him and Frank White farm. It originally had a threc
his family until they moved to St. Louis in tiered tower. A bell was cast in 1880 for the 
1925. Theirdaughter,HelenLucy,stilllivesin tower by J. G. Stickstade and BroLhers in St. 
Potosi. Louis. 

16 
Francis X. Connelly House 

• 107 West Breton Street 

The house was built by Acquilla Cole. It 
had wooden gingerbread, scalloped shingles 
at the eaves, and diamond-shaped stained glass THE MINER'S PR 0 SPEC T. 
windows. It had beveled and etched door 

As far as we know, the builder is un- glasses. The porch and posts were of Georgian 

14 
Old City Square - Old School Lot, known. G. I. Van Alen bought the house in marble. 

· • 400 North Mine Street 1869. He was the Washington County Prose- The house was also known as the Roy 
The Old City Square of Potosi was laid cuting Attorney. In 1871 he married Harriet Nicholson House since the Nicholson family 

out in 1814. 'The first courthouse and school Van Alen.In 1881 hemarriedMaryFrancis.In lived Lhere from 1925 until the 1970's. 

house were built on land donated by Moses 1887 James and Elizabeth Homan bought the 
Austin and John Rice Jones, Austin's business property from Van Alen for $550. 
partner and one of the first three judges of the In 1893 Francis X. Connelly purchased 

Published by 

WASHINGTON COUNTY 
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE .. 

Prepared and Edi tc.d By 
Kris Richards/Neil Richards 

from infonnation and arLiclcs by 
George Showalter and from the files or 

"The Indcpcndcnl-Joum~J" 





' 

(Q) ~rogramnte {Q)._. 

· OF THE , ·. -

Mnaicnl nnb 'lLitet·m·\? JEntertatnmcnt. 
, 

-----@-----
PART I. 

1 • . The Stnr nnd Stripes Forever-1\.far<~h-Jolm PhU. Sousa. 

Mi·"·" /'1!arl Wood. · 

2. The Sleeping Scntincl-l>Pelamation ................ :.·: .. ~ .. 0 .• Jn 11 vier. 

Mi.If" Ju·11t:11 Wat/.:{11.". 

3· Cnrnivnl in the Lower Rcgions-Grmitl Qnaddlle, . 
Caniillc Scl111bcrt. 

· 'l'ltt· MiH~'"" A ·m .. JJ'ntl.·i11H mHl l't.:"1'l Wc~(J(t 
1
' 

n. 'l'hc infernal ~Hcsts dcpurt for lht: l.mll-room. l>. Their nrrh.rn.1. · 

c. His salnnic mRjcsty makes his how to· the co1.npnny. ·cl. Grnnc1 . 
i 

I 
bnnquct . . e. Hut infernal pl ensures arc'. short-lived,:. A~ · the somi<l ·• ·.1 
of !\ntn11's lrumpcls t: he in(crn:ll lcgions mnkc their exit at~ gnlop. 

I 
(l'rog-~·n111111c ('.011f.11111c<I un 1>111:;'0 o.) '.~: 

' .. . . ..•., 
.. ·---· ---· .. ··-·-····--·---·-···- · · -·· ·-· ·- .·--·· -· ·-- -- · ---~- ···-; ·-~-·~~-. -.~ · ·--

lJ6J\Vc n·co111111crul to · ;,~~1r . ki11tl co;r!'li\l{'ri;u'o ·1~ ~·~e ··J;crdu .. ~>~· i1itctl 
1

1 

lhuilnoB>f <.:nr<IH o( our J,r.111l111g Mcl'clrnn(~. 'l'hc Cnct lhnt thcy ·puhlil·· 
ly solicit your pntrqu11g-c goes fur to prove lhnt lhcy arc propnnHl lo . ! 

. !inli.sfy );?\Jr rc~so11nblc .tlc111nn°lls nml lhnl lh~y dCHl'r\'0 thi!I pntro11 1ir;.~ •. . · : / 

You will nlso li1ul llrnl 111osl, i( uot ull, or lhc' Polit.lent Vu11<ll<lnlc1H In :I 
the pn•:1c11l spirilt·ll c11"1pail{n do 11ot ~; liri11k frolll .llic'. llgltt'oC, puhlic.lly ·. : 
1111u nrc m·ithcr afraid lo hlow thl'ir horn .11or. lo· n<lv.~cnte '·:u1ci'r'c111iu1 ·u ·:,· ·• 1 
hcCorc n 1liscri111it1nti'11g pl~hlie. . How. 11.ifl~ .cu)t t~ 'urnkc. :·,t :~ ~lt~i<:c.;(ro111 · ·1· 
nmoug. such nu urruy ol geullcmcn c~1iu.cnlly ~ttccl . to . ·hcc'oJ.!;l,C. c91iRcl· · · , . 
eutiou~ nml able public scrvnnt~ ! l'fclc· out·the ·vcry hcst·tlmb.cr niurtcll · · I 
your uc:lghhor nll nLoul il, ni1cl how·to vote~ · II pcrmilt:'ctl, l)iC. pri'utcr ~ 1 
would whisper iu your· enr, .lhnt)'Oll will~.n .i~ll ·tile · ttnmcs · p( .th'c · rJg-hl . 

111011 l 11 l h l'!ll' pns~e:-1. r · . :
1

:; : :~:~ : . ... • . " " . ;" . i . •• . J 

1! 



I I 

@@.@@® . 1Progra111111e. 
(Conthn~r.tl.) 

4. Selections on the Edison Phonograph. 
. ;lfr Bc11jm1u~n /(enclall. 

n. The Anvil .t;horns (from Ycrui's II 1'rovatorc) ns played by· 
Gilmour's Thmcl. 

h. Cornet Solo (.-\rbucklcriau Polkn). 
c. Grauel Fcsti\'nl l\larch (Crorri·Wng11cr•'s.Taunhaeused. 
<1. C~rnet Solo (Ikstnsy \\'nlt7.). · 
e.. O\'t!rture to Rosslni's Seu1irnmide; ·. 
f. Piccolo-Solo (Sli~·lnrk Pollen) by S~hwciu!eet. 

N.JJ.-...'J'hnt we mny nll he nble _to . . cujoy the bca,utics o( the great 
American Scientist's mnstcrpiecc-nnd nlso duly express onr 

. nppr:eciation to Ml~. Kl~NDAI#L for his kind services~PERFl~CT 
S'l'JJ,J,NF.SS is reques.tcd during th~s uumbcr . .. 

5. ~he Wanderer-Song ................... _ .............. : ......... _; .... Fra11z .. Scliubert 
JlisN Pead Wood. 

6. A Show in Our Back-Yard_;_De.clamation: ....... : ...... . Eng. !fall 
· JU1111 Jcmr.!J Watkin~. · 

· 7. · Guitar and Mandolin: Duet. · 
Jlcs.i!'s. ·Rvb. Smar;;c <ind El11w· Huff. 

n. J"n labhrn-Vnlse-:>ierluigi Cnsciolini. 
h. My n.elight-Sehottish~Ebc1.1ezsr Jones. 

-..~f~ . •' 
:@ INTERMISSION @). 

30 Minutes. 

At the ltlU·'IWSllMEN'l' STAND yo\1 will finc.l our DI~\VEY lcc·crcnm 
served with n. ·regulation P.i.cce of SHAF'l'ER: Cnkc. 'It's delicious! - . 

- Nicer Lemoundc thnu the -HOD~O.N Drnud · wns;1evcr coucoctcd ! 'l'r.)' 
it! ~ D.o you· kuow thnt SCHLEY . Cn1.tcly is the best in the market ! 

·. Come ·nncl be couvincecl. . 
· . . 

You nre nlso corclinlly i"uvitecrto inspect th~ SADl>LES (geutlcmnn.'s 
nn<l .ln<ly'i;, either 011c nt the choice o( the '\·inner) to be votctl lo the . 
most 110t>ULAU C.\NDIJ>A. TJo; ; still more ccmlinlly to·· cnst your votes 
(ouly -10 cents .ench) for the Cnm1iclntes of ·your choice .. 

If n strnw' will show- · · · 
How the wind \loe;.l/low, · 
A contest lets· you. kuow .;_ . 
·How the elcctiou~will goJ ; ·r . 

And nre ,\.c not nll n.inciou~(to'kno,v? · Whnt n goo<l' ··.i11vestmcut 1 for 
your climes ! · · . 

Contest closes nntl Tof<IR' coimfc<l° nt 1 ~30 n·. m; 
.. · .. 

I 
~·1 



·@ · ~rOgramme 

mu~tcnl ~nt> · 'lLttcrn.n? l6ntertniitmcnt • 
~ . . . ,_ ... 

. ... . 
-'.)+<.~ . 

. l, . 

PART· II.· 
. . •; . 

, .. 

1. Off to Cuba...:.Military .Mm~cli~Resp.ectfnlly · detlicl1tcll to:tbc: · · 
. . . .. . . .... . .· . . . . 

POTOSI Regul~rs nnd V~lu~~eers. u .. s: A. · JJ~~ C.11. I~~. : 

2. 'lhe Jewish Maide.n's · Lament~So,~g ........ _.~:·-:·· ~ ~···~ .. : ... ~kuck~ri ~· . . 
· Jrfi~s Peu1·l Wo:o~ .· _ . . ., 

. · . 

3• My mother, my co~ntry, my .G.od~Hccitat~oii~· 
. .. !: . . 

Jacks:~~ · ·. · 

• 4 • .. 

·· , ' ... . ,, · . · .. J:ctehihih 
.. . /If-~ ... :~ ·~>earl Ra1118ey.' . . · 

S.electio.ns o~ 
0

the .~d~·~o~ ~ ~Ph·~~og;~ph.>: ... ·· ,, 
. Mr.i llcnj. Kendall •. 

.... , 

. · ·~ .. : ... ~· . . ,·.: 

n. Mi serer~ from It Troylltore .... · . · .. _.·· · :. ·: 
. · h~ Clnrionet Solo (l>olkn); .. : • · ... . · . . : .;,· : . 1

•• , .. • , 

.. , c. Se~ectious from ~~:'l'ravln~~:(iuq~l~nre~: lJ,Y .~~-ti~.n 's:.~-?4,cl.), "...-:... _:-:.:~· ... 

.. · d. · Ilrtdnl Mnr~hfr~m ·.\VRgucr:~ .L~htng~m •. ··.::: ·' ·:,:<~ '!{'/ .:-~ .. \ .·; .... :,,. · 
e. Cornet Solo (Frau,. .. Schubert's SercJlnc.1~)~ .:·-. ·. ' ··· .·· · · ' · · 

.• ~ C, 1·i:o1.n.J>o1ie Sol": .. 1~llen' ycn~'Jl · re1nemlier · J.ue" · f~~:.· ~~l~c;:..~ ;·~: ·~~··.:· 
· llol1CJ~1i~u Girt ·. . . . . .. · · · · .,:, · · .· ·.· .. -,.. · .. 

. (Programme con~iud~d ; pzige · 7s·~. ·-: . :-·:· · ~ . '":'.;· .. . · .: ,' ' .·' 
.... . . . :. . ,: . .... · ... ·: .... ~ :-:-:: ·· . : .. · <~ '. .. >-r: .~;.:~<:'.<:·:· ,;'<. 

•( . .. .r .. . ' : ; . · .:·. :~ .. : .•• •. · · .. :.·. · ~ : . • .... .. . · . .. · : . ~ : .. . · •• '""':·': ~ ~ . ·;~· - . · ~ . ·~ -;' · · ·~.: · 

.. . .. .. in;1,1~~Hntetf ~c~r li'1e.;couce·r-t :t.li~.·:):?~~9~. ,vm .~>e~ cJ_c~.r~.ci-Jor t~~'<: .-· .. · 
. . : d~~1.cers, ~t1d· th~ .~.iscipt'e~ ··~f · tll~ ·~~~~~~pkfe:~-~~~~;;f.~~ti(~u:~(~: . ~~i.!1:< ~;:: 
. '. .. give -,w1iy: to· the Car. ·lametl IlltUSilY·R'lI.K oitCUESTltA'(1t!r .. St~j1be~ ·. . ! • 

. ".Polite; lcncler), ~b~· win.i~nv.~·1·m~'Jit in~;i~g, 'nnq .si~'o~~ ~t~ ":);nt iood . 
. . ·• . • I . : ·• .• • . ;-'! ·' .·\ ..... / -: • ~ :~ . .:. , ·· . •• •. I . 

. old-lune ums1c fs, . . · ~ .: .. . :·! ·· · · · : . . ,,. : .' · · .. (.;. · . · .<. .. .. 
·,. · .· ·:.:. · " .: :'·i ~::, ·: :· . ~::.~ ;': .-:-~i(~:iHi :~-'.!,~...::: .... 1 ·.•· . .-:: .. ~· ... ' ; : 



r--------------...;;....-__..;...,:.__.:., _______ ._ -·---· ·-... 

@@@@@ 

\ . 

5. The Wanderer's Drenm~IdyJ ........... : ..... ~· ....... Brinley nir.hal'ds 

JiHss Ara W1tlN11:1 •. 

6. The Invcutors's ·wife-H<'<'it:t.f.ion ............. : ....... - ..... ,..·:;· ........ :.A1101~ 

Jlfi.;i:~ /r~11<'!J 1V"tl-i11s. 

7. · Grnnde Vnlse de Concert... ..................... : ..... ..... A ntcHt Hu hi 11:-;tcin 

Mi~-'i J>ral'l IVi1od. 

8. .Guitar Duct ... 
AlrxRrs Rob Sma_n·c a.nd Rlmr-r Jlu fl' . . 

n. 'l'hc Rocht'ster--Scholtisch~-1. . .McF1~cl<lc11. 
· ' . 

Ii. Full of Sehnstopol-Qn.ick Step-Timothy O'Itouli~nn . 
. ; ' .. · 

·-=--------------------·----------
.. 

Hnving-ns we_ hope-sn.tisfiec1 your. csthclic tnstcs .ni1<t cnjoyccl 

our urnsicnl n.ttcl tlrnnlntlc efforts, step \1p ple~s~ to tlH.' J,lJN(JII 

COUN'l'EJt un~l regale the innrr mnu with n cup or · t~·o of our 
r1clicions COFFEB Rll<l n few (~my tw.clvc _or.fif_lccn.;.. ti1ctc is plenty . . 

0~1 lw11dJ of om uncxccllccl SANDWICli_l::S.~ .. '1\tkc ,yonr . .cl1oice be·· · 
· lwcc1i sugnr·cure<l hnt.n·/toiigue·, °spdn.g-~i;ick.c·u- nud ciic-~se-S~u.d~: · .: 

· ."wichc!J. Or better still, try them ·nil. .. 
. ' . . , . 

i)o not · foil to v~ew, n(l111ir~ . nml · l)nt~o~tii.e the <lisplny on .. our ~ 

·Fane.y:.'r~i.b:i ·e . . · 

. ,···:' .,: _:-..-. = .> 0 ~~ >.=/ .... ·:>.·· j; .. <?·: . 
. , ' 

. ' .· 
·' 

.. _r i 

~ i 
J 



Don't forge~· _ . 

Headlee& · 
· McGregor 

keep a good s~ock of 

Hugh · Murray, . 
Wagonmaker ahd · l 

. . U.~nd~rtake.r i 
·~ry work g.rta~:~mtectl t~)c tl;~. · -

BES'l'. 

Best and most .. complete ~t'ock in 
the Town and- Coitnty . of .. cv~ry-

G m ril Mmbn~~~' th~:,~: :.:
1

~:~cct .~•Y ~ .. • ··_·. 1 

" ~ · : .· . · Caskets-_:_· ··and · ~R.obes~ I 
and will sell yon goods · 

~1~{~mber U~e: go,od .. ~·oid .Chii;~s.~ 
at · , adage : :,·: · · :··· · "' .· _...., . · 

... . 

·Bott.om Prices. . . N oth'iny f'"df!d is c.hetq>'J · '_ · .·· ; 

· j{otJibig cliea,~1 ·:~:l· !J~od:. 

··. ;. 

Y o_µr vote and inftuenci{respedfu11Y' solicitecl 

··- R o·bertH~I=2-~~h_5:=t: 
•• :- • . .. . - . . - .... . 7 . ._• .. 

. . . . · ·-

_- . , . . . . ~ejiublW1u1 ~a~dl,'.~te f 3%· · : : >.::::. .. -~ "·-~ 
.. (l© w f©l:tJT rrz~e@f~w FBF; ~ -

'•, .. • ,• o I 

. ' 



L ·· ~ 

Eug. o:Meara l,:~$f ; (pmv~ 
fi~mral ... _.,'. _ ~ '.mAan~i~~.1 . Potosi, Mo. l!i Bust Bros, Managers, 

A share of your patronage 
. . 

is respectfully solicited. 

At my store ' you will always 

}ind .nnd get 

Good Goods, 

Fresh Goods, 

Courteous 'f reatment. 

l\lnnufal'tttrers of nml ·Dcatcrs in 

·tRollerjflour 
· · lRo~c ~f Breton. 

· Our Pride 
BRANDS -· 

Purity 
·1rnvoritc 

Meal, 
Bran, 

Shipstuff . 

. ca~t your vote for . E. M .. Deeflirig 
PI I. RAMSEY · Attorney at Law,. :: ·. 

Candidate for 

~ . Re:µ.re~sen ta ti ve 
o~ . · =was4i~gton Co. 

If_: elect~a;· I . will ndvoen.te 
your. -- : rc~l - interests; be yon 
Republicai1~ ?r .Dcmocrats. 

will practice n.ml fight your legal 
battles in all the Court:~ of 

Missouri · ._ 
· .. 

Democratic ·candidate · 
0 

for rc-elec.tion ·to the, · 
' · 

oflice of · However, Fellow-Democrats bear_ in 
minu the impor~a.1~t ftict, that in cu!ie of 
the rcmovnl'~ fro1ii"."oflice o( · Ollt! of. the p no~ 6 "U'1·ng . ·: ~ ... · .. 
two U.S. Seuatoi s ' (through · dcnth, re· • I., . ~~M .. I . <·>:·. ·_. :! 
signntion or. ptheiwisc) YOUR REPRF.· 
SENTA'!'IYE·at']e{fersou City will cnst.· · ff 44o~nny· . . 
a vote .for hiS successor-in other words · • .HI .. I_ 1 ~. . r;, • 
for .a Democralic .NA 1•10NAL Policy.· 
B,o do not- hc - i~1pos·ed · upon l>y· the spe-. . - . ~: · · . ) · ... : · 
:1ous ple'a that this -is . ··vote for<'. him 'l ·· .. ·. 

' .'MtircI1 -fl" Coirnty Onloo".• . · · 
• . .• · • . ' .. _1 ~:·· : > . ~ . · · ; ; !: ·~·,:\ · ~ ·~ : : ·- - -
,: ·,. I , ... " i ·, :~' •" ·; .' :·.,. .. :; 1

.' • ,.· ., . . _' t~· .· '.;. :·':.' ·, 



~~~~~~~·~"0-N~"0 . 
~ ~ 
~ Racket Store. % 
~ t fflorgann. GHSBU; I , 

. . '• ;. ' (~~ 

: They are Wise · Peopfo, · ~ 

: 

0

Who cto fhc right tlliug nt tho right. ~ 
t . . flmc. . -------* 
·~~ Do ,·on know why this slore il4 ~ 
ben1lciunrter~ in this town? It is he-*. 
cnu!\e our customers know we nrc ::· 
right. . We . trade. fai~ n1ul square ; • 
ourstorc'srepntntlou is ns bri~l1t ns • 
n new 1lol1Rr. ·rhc right thing for : 
you t.o <lo i~ to come NOW •• Our • 
l>riccs nrc nght. nlso uow 1s the • 
right time to hnv Millinery gnlore, : 

Proprietor of · 
. -< . 

/ . ·I 

Potosi ·Livery Stable, 
. Cnudi<ln.te. for Re~clec.tion 

, · 

(to tho office of · 

Mustin 81f2c, 6c,' Uc, Be. Colton Dnts • 
' Be, lOc, 13c. J enns Pants llr>c iOc Jl.20:':'· l!l 
~ All goo1\s at tnke-11ie·<1nick-prices. • 
t You will he tloing the right thing • 

I 
to call 011 \IS often, and exnminc our : 
goods, keep youTseH poste1l, yon • 
will alwo.ys receive courteous trent- : 
ment here. . • 

~ . W .. :H. GAV~ ~anager. * 
~ ~ 
·S~~~¢<~~~~~~~"1>~ 

FOR 

for Washington Co. ;
1 

. · Yotn kincl v..ote mul .infiuence . i 
. solicited. · · · · ! 

Republican Condidn.te i 
fo1: the 

~jQarle~ iia~O~Gnr ·c· l:~ .. k . foftfich.~ ofc· >:~ ;;,t~,._ . 
l1JJ . · ~ u · er o e 1rcu1 , : 

·for. the office 

of 

Pro~ate Judge ... -, .. 
. -~: 

Court · 
rcspectfuUy'. S~Jici~, .. · · -'i,. J 

. .Y.~ur. ·. : 
.. · : 

'.' .·. 

· I 



-- --· - -· · ·-- --

Here is an~· Opener ! 
And.whatis.it? . 
You urn.y ask. 

\Vell it's just th,is-and don'_t fail 
to remember it . . 

. t ~ ' . 

. , ~~e: F1lag iikGre ., ; 
is tlw only one <;f its kin? in the Stute. ·. 

If yon want to be nrnde h.appy by · · · I 
.• I 

A First Class .Barg;} in com~ to ·the ·. ·: · ,_. ,, .I 

. ~FLAG SrI'ORE, ~~ · 11 

l,O'J'OS I, . 1\IO. i 

-------·---·---··---

Vote for . ; . 

Dcmoc~rntie · Cau<lidah~ .. 
for the o'flicc.~ 

-. :of ··· ·-· 

COu~ty c·lerk. 

Subject to the.will of the : 
· · votci·s· ~ .. · ~ ·· ·.: · · : 

. !. . . 

Nov: 8th, imis: ', ·. · 1 

·~1 

. . . 
Your Vote and Influence 

· soffcited. 



At Slais's.~ you · get 
full value and best 

wor;k for y~ur 
Money, 

w. ·J SLATS, 
Mnnufrfcturcr nml Dealer in . · .. 

. . 

~@lo/r18SS ~--

~@l@l@Il e·lo/y, 

: ... ~ · .. 

: ;: . :. promptly nttcndc<l to. . •'· 

Ji'·r~sh Pall-Go?ds. J"us~ . ?'e·0ei~e~~: · 
Huqqies, IIa.1?1.ess, Saddles·. 

• t • ' ~ - • • • . : • ; ~I • • 

. ... .. , 

+ ~ + . i . ·- ! + .. ~ . . 
I ~ \ . . j . r I J \ ; ' : : 

7 . ' . .. 
1 r . I · ( r : i \ · !~ i'~ ~ ~~~:~,; . :· 

·:.· . 
. ·.; . 

. -. . . ' 

'. ·: ·' . 

· · .. Vote . for·~· ·... · 



,y! Peace!:Plenfy! 
)ecksfor .. Battle ! · · \ 

·;;.: : . . . .. . 

.. .. uo ol<,l to: Ie,~m where td ~~uy :.tl.w ueHt 
.. . · •. :.;1.1 <' 

• Come awl loam how cl~~ap ·goods afe sold n.t " 
.. 

fhe qr.eat Trading .".Palace·· 
OF 'l'IW 

R. M~ BUCC MerCantilf}Co~ 
' I • ~ ' .', . : •• ... 

We mlvort.i~c l>eeausc we H1\. VE SOMB'rIUNG ·to atlvcrtiHc." . . . ' . 

a col'llinl invitn.tion oxtumlccl t,o all to couio iin<l inspect onr 
.· . 

, . New Furniture Warehouse. 

YOU ·--· .. ·-

Vote and 

Influence -. 
. . . 

i8 respoctfnlly solkitel1 for 

THOS.S~W~iTE 
-------------·-.--------:--, 

Cn.nilitlah1 foL'. tho Oflico 
of . 

-
.. COLLECTOR,) . 
I>uty."~;~11 cici1ie Iii tl~c 1·,\~~r· · : • · · 

· · : is ti "i~un.~tJ.il·t~c . : ~· · . · " 
. tJuit jt. '~ill ·u(/\voll <fonu fo :tiio 

. rutnt·l~. . . ... ... 
. I 

r •. . 

W.T.HUNTER ... .... 
. ~· . ;.R~i·: · ~tl·~i (it~·~-i~ ·{~~- : . .. ··.·: ·' 

... 

::-: . ~o u,:n~~:: ,·~1.eJ~, -·: 
' I ' ' ~ f ' • : t • • ~ • · , 

Hn!Jjccl to thc · ,~m .o'(iiic ·vo.~crs 
,: ~ ; · ·. . . . .. -.: ~~ . . . . 

• •• • • # ,,, , • • • 

'l
1

uu~{htr1·~N.o.v~m~Jfqi~:: s~~//U8. · · 
· .. · ~ ..-:01 . · · : . ~ :· <.<. .... : ~ · -. , 

. '• ry otii~ .. vot~~::~'n'd h[~ .. 
.· · .. ·: · : ( '· : ·. ' -. ;!>>~ · .. -.:'··:'.-·· 
· inthwric·o ~ · ·. \:··•:: • -;_. .. , 
• . : : : t • : : ; .' ;:: . : : • . ?:: ·:~ . .. ,. . . ·· .. 
·Ek>lici"itccE'-:- · - .:~·. ·· · ·· 

. '. . ·:· . ;, ·. ., 
. . . 



,,:,: .. . ! 

. · . :, : ~ \. , :: . 
.. . .. · ; .. · 

.,· .. ·. 

. .... ~ . fl. 
·· . '.• .... .. : ·: · ··_·.:-. . .. . · .. .. · ":--: ··. · ... : ....... .-:· .·:" .'· :: .· .. . .:·" .. ~ ' 

· .. ~: .. ' .. ·· .. <·.Alex·~ ... :~.H·.E:t.r .. fiso.n, ': ·~: ·-.:·.--:. : - ~ - / 
.... ·:. ·::.:: . ·n~·1>i1hi .. ienn p~~.~·ldnle ... ro~ .. . . . . :~ ~-

-.. QI RC U T.T: ··CLERK, 
. ... · . .. . ... ·. . . .• .. . . . . . . 

. . .. . ~ . .. WAt)I~I.~G.~·ON~_UOUNTY, l\IO.· 
· · · · Electiou, Tttesday, November 8th, 1898. 

Yoili·.'V of~ ~nd .. I1lffoence "s~lidt~d·.· . . • . -· .. . . . 

.. 
. _;::_<:.i ..... . 

·\ 
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Thunderbird Ceremony Above Big River 

Tom Toms, Tall Men and Trail of Tears 

Carvings of thunderbirds and 
other symbols in the rock above Big 
River in what is now Washington 
State Park mark one of the 
earliest-known records of man in the 
area. 

At the junction of war and of 
hunting trails, the sacred spot was 
visited frequently by the Mid-Missis
sippian Indians of a thousand year.:i 
ago for ceremonial gatherings. 
Meeting here, they perf orraed 
initiation ceremonies and renewed 
the carvings on the stones. 

At the time of the coming of the 
early French settlers to what is now 
Washington County, the wooded hills 
and lush river bottoms were the 
hunting grounds of the Osage, the 
Ka~kaskias and others, later to be 
joined here by the Shawnees and 
Delawares. 

The Osage, a Siouan tribe, were 
described by Catlin (famous Indian 
artist), as the tallest race of men ir1 
North America. Although chiefly 
hunters, the Osage maintained 
villages and practiced agriculture, 
and also crudely smelted the lead so 
plentiful in the area:. 

Remains of early Indian camp 
grounds are still to be found in the 

Michaux Springs area, at the east 
edge of Potosi. 

The Delawares and Shawnees, of 
Algonquin stock, came to the area 
during the last quarter of the 18th 
century from original homes in the 
east. Among the settlements were 
villages on the Courtois and Huzzah. 

All three tribes were later to cede 
land claims here, and move still 
further westward before the on
slaught of European colonization. 

The 1830's were to see the last 
major Indian traces in the county. 
Indians here earlier had moved 
west, with further migrations 
moving other tribes from the east 
across what is now Washington 
County. 

The famous Cherokee 'Trail of 
Tears' crossed Washington County. 
And on November 13 and 14, 1832, a 
band of Seneca and Shawnee 
Indians, moving westward, camped 
a mile west of Potosi tojlave their 
horses shod and to give the squaws 
an opportunity to wash the clothes 
and blankets . 

Then they, too, moved on 
westward, removing one civilization 
to make way for another. 

The French and The Lure of Lead 
The rich Mississippi Valley coun

try and the hills surrounding were 
claimed by the French through the 
travels of hardy French missionar
ies, explorers, trappers and traders 
in the late 1600's. 

In years succeeding, the early 
French moved farther inland from 
the river , learning from the Indians 
the existence of lead and possibly 
gold· and silver. 

Early mention of lead in the area 
is made by Father James Gravier, 
1700, and LeSeur, 1701. Crozat, under 
a 1712 charter from Louis XIV, 
began mineral explorations, as the 
Illinois-Missouri Country of 'Louisi; 
ana ' came under the government of 
'New France', or Canada, and 
French settlements grew on the east 
bank of the Mississippi. 

Claude DuTisne, making one of 
the early trips across the interior of 
Missouri, followed an old Indian 
trail across Washington County in 
1714, returning with iron ore 
samples. 

LaMotte Cadillac, governor of 
Louisiana , in 1715 led a 9-month 
expedition across the area in search 
of mineral wealth, discovering lead 
fields that later were to be opened. 

The formation of the Royal 
Company of the Indies quickened the 
tide of immigration into the 'Illinois 
Country ' from Canada and France. 

Sieur de Renaudier began mining 
operations in the area of the 
Meramec Valley, moving into Big 
River and Washington County. The 
'Cabanage de Renaudiere', referred 
to in a 1719 Renaudiere report, is 

believed by sbme to possibly mark 
the beginning of a settlement at Old 
Mines. 

The most successful of the early 
French miners was Philippe Fran
cois Renault, son of a prominent 
French iron-mining family . Leaving 
France in 1719 for Upper Louisiana, 
he brought with him 200 workmen, 
tools, and furnace bricks embossed 
with his name. 

Stopping at Santo Domingo, he 
purchased slaves to work the mines, 
the first slaves in what is now 
Missouri. 

Concentrating his operations in 
what is now Washington County, 
Renault mined up and down Big 
River, Mineral Fork, the Fourche au 
Renault and their branches. Lead he 
smelted was molded into pigs and 
carried on the necks of pack horses 
to the river and shipped to France by 
way of New Orleans . By 1725 
Renault obtained 1,500 pounds of 
lead a day. 

He returned to France in 1742, 
with many workmen remaining 
behind in the 'New World' . 

Following Renault, mining activi
ty lagged, as it was carried on on a 
seasonal basis by French settlers 
from Kaskaskia and Fort Chartres, 
harassed by periodic Indian attacks. 

A wagon trail was hacked to the 
Mississippi bank, and the lead was 
moved from the mine fields on 
two-wheeled carts called 'charettes' 

As the mining activity continued, 
Ste. Genevieve was set up principal
ly as a shipping point for lead on the 
west bank of the Mississippi. 

Renault's Diggings 

·"':1.1-1 
· ... ~ 



Breton 

and The Bear 
In 1763, France lost her North 

American possessions, ceding her 
territory east of the Mississippi to 
England, and west of the river to 
Spain. 

French settlers in the Illinois 
Country, rather than live under 
English rule, began a steady 
migration to the Spanish-ruled 
Missouri country, with many of 
them setting up homes at the mines. 

Among them was a hardy French 
soldier, hunter and adventurer, 
Francis Azor, called The Breton, 
because of his birthplace in the 
province of Brittany, France. 

Breton had served as a soldier in 
the -low countries in Europe under 
Marshal Saxe, fought at Fontenay, 
and was at the siege of Bergen-op
Zoom. Coming to the New World, he 
was at the building of Fort Chartres, 

. major French outpost in Illinois, and 
was present at the defeat at Fort 
Necessity of British troops under 
Braddock - troops which included 
the young George Washington, 
whose name the county was later to 
honor. 

From the life of a soldier, Breton 
passed to that of a hunter. While 
chasing a bear in the mining 
country, he discovered a rich 
surface outcropping of lead ore at 
what is now Potosi. The mineral 
wealth drew other settlers, and 
along the south side of the creek and 
up into the mines of The Citadel 
grew a mining camp, and later a 
village. The mines, the creek and the 
village were named for the Breton -
Mine. A Breton. 

Under the Spanish regime, Mine A 
Breton, as a part of Upper 
Louisiana, was governed by the 
District of Ste. Genevieve, one of 
five Spanish districts in what is now 
Missouri . 

Ft. Chartres Powderhouse 

The American Revolution found 
Spain and France forming an 
alliance against England. English
inspired Indian attacks harassed the 
Missouri settlers, and tradition has 
it that lead from the Washington 
County mines was used by American 
troops in the Revolution . 

At the close of the Revolution, and 
with the encouragement of the 
Spanish, eager to populate the new 
territory, Spanish Grants were 
issued to American settlers, bring
ing into the new land a restless 
ambition and drive for new land that 
were to bring many changes. Many 
American settlers joined the French 
at the mining settlements, with 
slave-holders coming through the 
Cumberland Gap from Virginia , 
Kentucky, and the Carolinas to 
begin farming in the Bellevue Valley 
and other parts of the county. 

The new village of Mine A Breton 
grew, and the mines continued to 
pour forth their riches, as the 
French and Americans, under the 
Spanish rule, joined to develop the 
territory that was to become 
Washington County. 
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The Austin Years 

A Connecticut Yankee who was to 
become "Missouri's First Industri
alist" and the "Grandfather of 
Texas'' was Moses Austin, a major 
figure in the early history of Potosi. 

Born in Durham, Connecticut, in 
1761, he was the owner of a dry goods 
and importing firm in Philadelphia, 
later moving with the business to 
Richmond, Virginia. There he also 
became a pewter manufacturer and 
a lead and zinc miner. 

In 1797, learning of the rich lead 
deposits in Missouri, he visited 
Missouri and obtained a grant from 
the Spanish officials, including a 
large part of Azor's grant at Mine A 
Breton. He brought his family here 
in September, 1798, and the next 
year he settled in his magnificent 
home, Durham Hall. 

Here the hard-driving entrepre
eur transformed lead mining and 
smelting into Missouri's first major 
industry. Here he sank the first mine 
shaft in Missouri and built the first 
reverbatory furnace west of the 
Mississippi. He built a store, 
sawmill, flour mill; black smith 
shop, bridges and roads, and a shot 
tower, turning out the first lead 
sheet and cannonballs made in 
Missouri. 

By 1802 he was smelting all the 
lead for the district, and in 1804, as 

Austin Tomb In Potosi 

Moses Austin 

his business prospered, he was 
named presiding judge of the Ste. 
Genevieve District. Moving north, 
he founded Herculaneum in 1809 as a 
shipping point for his lead, and for 
shot production. 

In 1816, with other prominent 
citizens of Missouri, he sponsored 
the bank of St. Louis. Failure of the 
bank, along with other financial 
reverses, left him financially ruined 
in 1819. 

Seeking to retrieve his fortune, he 
set .out on horseback for San Antonio 
in November, 1820, to obtain 
permission from the Spanish gover
nment in Mexico to settle 300 
families in the province of Texas. 

He was first ordered to leave 
Texas. However, with the help of 
Baron de Bastrop, whom he had 
known in Missouri, his petition was 
forwarded tu Monterey. 

As Austin returned to Missouri the 
hardships and exposure of the 
journey undermined his health, and 
he died at the home of his daughter 
at Hazel Run on June 10, 1821, a few 
weeks after his colonization plan 
was accepted. 

He was at first buried at Hazel 
Run, and later the bodies of Austin 
and his wife, Maria, were re-buried 
in the Old Presbyterian Cemetery in 
Potosi. 

, 



Carrying out Austin's Texas plans 
and known as 'The Father of Texas' 
was his son, Stephen F. Austin. 
Stephen spent his boyhood in Potosi, 
was educated in Connecticut and 
Kentucky, and was associated with 
his father in business at Potosi. He 
served as Washington County 
representative from 1814to1821, and 
was later appointed a judge of 
Arkansas territory. 

Following his father's death, he 
moved westward to the Brazos in 
Texas in 1822, taking with him as the 
first settlers in Texas many 
Missourians from Washington Coun
ty and the surrounding area. He 
re-confirmed the land grant with the 
Mexican government, which had 
since gained its freedom from Spain, 
and helped his colonists prosper. 

As friction between the Americans 
and Mexicans grew, Stephen carried 
on the delicate diplomatic relations 
between the two. 

On a mission to Mexico City in 
1833, he was jailed and his health 
undermined. 

Stephen F. Austin 

Returning to Texas in 1835, he was 
chosen commander-in-chief of the 
Army of Texas in the struggle for 
Texas independence. 

With the defeat of the Mexican 
armies and the formation of the new 
Republic of Texas, Austin was 
named the first Secretary of State of 
the Republic. He died soon after, on 
December 27, 1836, at Columbia, 
Texas. 

His name was given to Austin, 
Texas, capital of the state. 

Durham Hall - Built in 1798, Burned in 1870 

Mine A Breton And Potosi - - 1819 

Major Inland Town In Missouri 

In the period before and after the 
Louisiana Purchase, Mine A Breton 
continued its position as a focal point 
for inland settlement in Missouri. 

Land disagreements at the time of 
the Purchase were frequent and it 
was many years before the 
conflicting French claims and 
Spanish Grants were recognized and 
settled. 

Under American government, 
Missouri and Mine A Breton were 
first successively under the District 
of Louisiana; the Territory of 
Louisiana, 1805; and the Territory of 
Missouri, 1812. 

Under Austin, a nucleus of an 
American settlement grew up 
around Durham Hall , on the hills 
north of Mine A Breton and the 
creek. 

.Businesses remained for a time on 
what was to become Jefferson 
Street, as Mine A Breton served as 
the trading point for all the country 
south into Arkansas. People came 
from miles around to trade, and on 

some days a hundred pack mules 
and ponies , some of them belonging 
to Indians, could be seen tied on the 
street before the stores of the Mine A 
Breton merchants. 

Washington Countians were prom
inent in the territorial legislature, 
and were active in the movement for 
Missouri statehood petitions to 
Congress. The War of 1812 also saw 
local citizens active in the territorial 
militia, and lead from the diggings, 
acccording to legend, was sent down 
the Mississ ippi and used by General 
Jackson in the Battle of New 
Orleans. 

The formation of the new county 
came on August 21, 1813 when 
Washington County was the first 
county organized from the original 
five counties <once Spanish dis
tricts l. 

Mine A Breton was first set as a 
temporary seat of justice for the 
county, with the county's first court 
meeting at the house of Zopher P. 
Evans there in January, 1814. 



On February 26, 1814, the 
permanent county seat was estab
lished on 40 acres of land given by 
Austin and ten acres given by John 
Rice Jones. A public square and 22 
bloc~s with 147 lots were laid out. 
The new town, growing around 
Durham Hall. was briefly called 
St. George, and then was called 
Potosi, in honor of the Spanish silver 
mining town in Bolivia. 

Potosi and Mine A Breton 
remained as separate villages until 
May 2, 1826, when they were 
incorporated under the single name -
Potosi. 

The new town, home of business 
and political leaders of Missouri , 
was to come close to becoming the 
capital of the new state. 

A large courthouse, suitable for a 
ca·pitol for the state-to-be, was 
planned for Potosi. In July, 1814, 79 
lots in Potosi were sold for $5,080, 
with the money to be used to build 
the courthouse. But because of the 
large size and ornamentation of the 
building, it could not be completed 
for that price, and only the central 
section was ever built. 

In the territorial convention, 
Potosi first lost out to a new town on 
the Missouri River as the site of the 
permanent capital of the new state, 
and later, by only one· vote, to St. 
Charles as the temporary capital 
until the capitol at Jefferson City 
could be built. 

As the new town grew in size and 
population, it also grew in the 
estimation of early travelers. 

Lawyer-historian, Henry Marie 
Brackenridge, visiting the then 
village of Mine A Breton in 1811 
wrote: "MineABreton is situated on 
a handsome stream, large enough 
to turn a mill the whole year. The 
situation of the village is pleasant, 
there are some handsome dwellings . 
The surrounding _country, although 
broken in may parts, yet affords a 
great deal of fine land." 

POT OS.-! 

POTOSl'S NAMESAKE Potosi, Bolivia, 
Spanish silver mining town, founded 
in 1545. 

(From A Rare 1554 Woodcut) 

New York historian Henry Rowe 
Schoolcraft described Potosi in 1818 
as ' the last village of white 
inhabitants between the Mississippi 
River and the Pacific Ocean.' 

"Potosi," Schoolcraft wrote, " Is 
built in a better style than the 
villages in the country generally, 
has a neat and thriving appearance 
and contains several handsome 
edifices. It has 3 stores , 2 distilleries 
(one by steam ), 2 flour mills , 9 lead 
furnaces , 1 saw mill and a 
postoffice. " 

by 1819, roads connected Potosi 
with Ste. Genevieve, Herculaneum, 
St. Louis , Jackson and the Mississip
pe River country, and mail between 
St. Louis and New Orleans was 
carried on a route through Potosi. 

Giants On 
The Land 

As Potosi grew into the principal 
inland town in Missouri and its lead 
fields attracted settlers from throu
ghout the country , the town drew 
into its midst 'Giants On the Land' , 
men who were to figure prominently 
in the new state and in the opening of 
the west. 

Making a major contribution to 
Missouri was John Rice Jones, a 
business partner of Moses Austin, an 
author of Missouri 's first Constitu
tion, and one of the three judges of 
Missouri's first Supreme Court. 

Jones was born in Wales, 
February 10, 1759, was educated at 
Oxford, later studied medicine and 
law, and practiced law in London for 
a time. 

He came to American during the 
Revolutionary War and settled in 
Philadelphia , and in 1786 was with 
George Rogers Clark's army at 
Louisville. 

Later, as the first English-speak
ing lawyer and first attorney 
general in Indiana Territory, he 
served as president of the legislative 
council and at the state constitution
al convention. He later lived at 
Kaskaskia , with a law practice 
extending from Cahokia to Louis
ville and up and down the Ohio 
River. 

Soon after 1800 he came to 
Missouri , and then on to Mine A 
Breton, as a partner of Moses 
Austin. Here, in 1813, he gave 10 
acres of ground on which the new 
town of Potosi was founded. 

He was elected from Washington 
County to the second General 
Assembly of Missouri Territory in 
1814, and served two years later as 
president of the legislative council. 

John Rice Jones 

In 1820, Jones, along with Samuel 
Perry and John Hutchings , was 
electeri a delegate to the state's first 
Constitutional Convention in St. 
Louis, and here he made a major 
contribution to the new state that 
was to be. 

At the Convention, he served as 
chairman of the select committee, 
which wrote a complete constitution
al draft which served as the ground 
plan that guided the delegates in 
framing and adopting Missouri's 
first Constitution. Of the 41 delegates 
he was the most learned, he was 
the most accomplished, and the 
most successful financially. 

He was one of five delegates 
credited as the principal authors of 
the new Constitution. 

Defeated by David Barton and 
Thomas Hart Benton in the election 
for one of Missouri 's first United 
States senatorships, he was appoint
ed to Missouri 's first Supreme Court 
on November 7, 1820. Noted on the 
bench for his dissenting opinions , he 
delivered the opinion of the court in 
twenty-eight of 140 decisions. 

He died in St. Louis on February 1, 
1824. 



Father Of 
Our Schools 

An early Washington Countian 
who was to become Missouri's 
fifth governor and the 'Father of 
the Common School System of 
Missouri ' was Daniel Dunklin. 

Born in North Carolina in 1790, 
he moved shortly after 1810 to a 
farm near Potosi, later setting up 
a tavern on Jefferson Street in 
Potosi. During the War of 1812, he 
served in the Washington County 
miiltia, and was elected the 
county's second sheriff in 1815, 
serving until 1821. 

In 1816, Dunklin was instru
mental in organizing the Potosi 
Academy, the second academy in 
the Territory of Missouri , char
tered by the Terri to rial Legisla
ture on January 30,1817. 

Trustees of the Academy were 
Dunklin, William H. Ashley, 
Lionel Browne, John Rice Jones, 
Moses Austin, David Wheeler, 
Moses Bates, Benjamin Elliott, 
James Austin, William Perry, 
John Mcilvaine, Andrew Scott, 
John Hawkins·, and Abraham 
Brinker. 

Five hundred books for the 
Academy library were donated 
by Dunklin, and the board of 
trustees was granted the right to 
hold a $4,000 lottery to raise funds 
for the school. 

The Academy opened classes in 
two frame buildings near the 
present railroad branch in 
Potosi, and an early advertise
ment for the Academy noted that 
the school, under the direction of 
James McAlester, of Bardstown, 
Kentucky, "is now open for the 
instruction of youth in mathemat
ics in all of its various branches , 
geography with the use of the 
globe, natural and moral philoso
phy , the French, Latin and Greek 
languages, together with all the 
several other branches of scien
ces and literature usually taught 
in academies". 

In July, 1822, at a meeting at 
his tavern in Potosi, Dunklin was 

Daniel Dunklin 
elected representative in the 
state legislature. He returned to 
Potosi after his term, and was 
elected lieutenant governor in 
1828. In 1832, he was elected 
governor of Missouri. 

As governor, Dunklin actively 
backed school legislation. On 
March 19, 1835, he sponsored a 
school bill that was adopted as 
the first major attempt to unite 
local school units into a statewide 
system, leading to the naming of 
Dunklin as the 'Father of the 
Common School System of 
Missouri. ' 

Hearing of Dunklin's sponsor
ship of the school bill, President 
Jackson wrote him, "This is your 
bid for eternal fame ." Dunklin 
himself, ever the strong exponent 
of schools , once wrote to Henry 
Geyer, "Why sir, we might as 
well have an educated people 
without a government as a 
government without education." 

Governor Dunklin resigned 
three months before the close of 
his term to accept an appoint
ment as surveyor general of 
Missouri and Illinois. He moved 
to Herculaneum in 1840, and 
three years later was appointed 
Missouri commissioner to adjust 
the Missouri-Arkansas border. 

He died on July 25, 1844, and is 
buried at Herculaneum. 

.. 

Across The Wide Missouri 
Potosi's contribution to the 

opening of the west, begun by the 
Austins , was to be continued by 
Major Andrew Henry and Colonel 
William Ashley, whose fur 
trading exploits were open and 
explore much of the central 
Rocky Mountains. 

Andrew Henry , born in Penn
sylvania , came to Upper Louisi
ana about 1800. In the summer of 
1809 he went up the Missouri 
River with the first fur-trading 
expedition of the Missouri Fur 
Company, and led the first 
American fur traders to operate 
west of the Rockies. 

Returning to Missouri, he 
mined in Washington County, and 
during the War of 1812 was a 
major in a Washington County 
regi ment commanded by Col. 
William H. Ashley. 

Ashley , born in Virginia in 1778, 
came to Missouri about 1803, 
where he first met Henry. While 
Henry mined in Washington 
County , Ashley was a lead miner 
and gunpowder manufacturer at 
Potosi. 

Prominent in public affairs , 
Ashley moved to St . Louis , and 
was elected Missouri's first 
lieutenant governor in 1820. 

An ad in the 'Missouri 
Republic ' on March 6, 1822, was 
to continue the main phase of the 
Ashley-Henry career . The ad 
read : 

" To Enterprising Young Men: 
"The subscriber wishes to 

engage one hundred men, to 
ascend the river Missouri to its 
source, there to be employed for 
one, two, or three years. For 
particulars , enquire of Major 
Andrew Henry, near the Lead 
Mines in the County of Washing
ton <who will ascend with, and 
command the party ) or to the 
subscriber at St. Louis - Wm. H. 
Ashley ." 

That year, the first "Ashley
Henry Men'' ascended the 'Wide 
Missouri ', beginning expeditions 
that over the next four years 
were to bring the Rocky 
Mountain fur trade to its peak. 

Their company originated the 

'fendezvous system' of fur 
trading, w'ith independent trap
pers meeting annually in the 
mountains for their exchanges . 

And as they worked the 
mountain men explored the 
central Rockies , the Tetons, the 
Great Salt Lake Basin and the 
South Pass, opening the way west 
through which the great Over
land Trail was later to pass . 

Henry sold his share in the fur 
company in 1824, returning to the 
mines at Washington County, 
where he died in 1833. He is 
believed to be buried near 
Palmer . 

Ashley amassed a fortune in 
the fur trade, returned to 
Missouri and served in Congress 
from 1831 to 1837. He died in 
Cooper County , Mo. , in 1838. 

John Smith 'T' 
A fascinating mixture of 

gentleman and scholar, swash
buckler and duelist was John 
Smith T. 

A frequent adversary of Moses 
Austin in land claims, Smith 
came to Missouri from Tennessee 
in 1804 and added the letter 'T' to 
his name to show he was from 
Tennessee and was different 
from other John Smiths. In 
Washington County , he opened a 
prosperous mining claim at 
Shibboleth. 

A one-time judge in the district, 
Smith always went. so the story 
goes, with two pistols under his 
coat, two pocket pistols , and a 
dirk at his bosom. Tradition says 
he killed 15 men , 'mostly in duels 
where his own life was in danger '. 
Washington County's first sheriff 
Lionel Browne, a nephew of 
Aaron Burr, was killed by Smith 
in a duel. 

Smith later opened a cotton 
plant:i tion near Memphis, where 
he died in 1835. 

"-He was" , a contemporary has 
written, " As polished and court
eous a gentleman as ever lived in 
the State of Missouri. and as mild 
a mannered man as ever put a 
bullet into the human body. " 



Smelting At Cresswell's Furnace -- A Latter-Day Re-Creation 

Paying The Louisiana Purchase 
As the new town and county 

grew, new lead mines and 
furnaces were opened to produce 
the ore so plentiful near the 
surface of the earth. 

Early miners used only a pick 
and shovel, along with a driller , 
rammer and priming rod, when 
needed to blast, to remove the 
ore. Shallow shafts were often 
sunk in the clay to bed rock. 

As the ore was mined, it was 
cleaned with small, sharpened 
picks, beat into lumps of nearly 
equal size, and then taken to the 
furnace for smelting. 

The early furnaces were the 
'log and ash' furnaces , consisting 
of merely an inclined hearth, 
wal1ed on three sides , open at tht 
top, with an arch at the bottom 
for air. Large logs were piled on 
the grates, the 'charge' of ore 
piled on the logs, more logs 
added. and the fire then started to 
melt the lead from the ore. The 
lead was caught and molded into 
logs or hollows in the ground as it 
ran from the furnace. 

Austin introduced the reverba
tory furnace, with the flame 
passing over an arch and heat 
deflected downward to the ore on 
a grate. Later developments 
were to bring the Scotch hearth 
furnace, much like a black-

smith's forge , powered by large 
bellows. 

Diggings worked under the 
French and Spanish included 
Mine A Breton, Old Mines and 
Fourche Au Renault, with mines 
going into operation in the first 
quarter of the 19th century 
including Shibboleth, Richwoods, 
Mine Astraddle, Bel.lefountain, 
Perrys , Elliott's , Cannon Mines, 
Courtois, New Diggings, and 
others. 

From 1803 t(I 1819, Washington 
County produced three million 
pounds of ore annually, with a 
value equal to one-fourth of the 
entire purchase price of Louisi
ana. 

In the years before the Civil 
War, as surface lead mining 
neared its peak, towers of lead 
furnaces rose throughout the 
county, and diggings throughout 
the area were opened with such 
colorful names as Pigeon Roost, 
Polecat, Coffee Pot, Ishmael, 
Graveyard, Old Dutch, Horse 
Battle, Crawfish, Picayune, and 
Hypocrite. 

Iron mining was begun in the 
county as early as 1823, when the 
Springfield Iron Furnace was 
opened on Furnace Creek, with 
zinc also to be mined near 
Irondale in later years . . 

The Years Between 
In the years between 1820 and 

the Civil War , Potosi continued as 
a dynamic community, promi
nent in state affairs and center of 
the mining industry . 

As some settlers came, pros
pered and moved on. still others 
arrived to take their place as 
community leaders. 

Among them was a 20-year old 
French merchant, Firmin Des
lbge who came to Potosi from 
France in 1823, set up a store on 
High Street, an<i became engaged 
in mining . He built a home on the 
south side of High street, opposite 
his store, and was married to 
Cynthia Mcilvaine, daughter of a 
Potosi Academy trustee. Here 
their family of 12 children was 
born. Most prominent of them 
was to be Firmin 11, born in 
Potosi in 1843, who was later to be 
active in opening up the Lead 
Belt mines . Still later generations 
of the family were to become 
prominent in St. Louis. 

Both Firmin Desloge I and his 
wife died in Potosi, and are 
buried in the St. James Cemetery 

Although Potosi had been 
unsuccessful in becoming the 
state capital , the State Supreme 
Court did meet here twice a year, 
between 1837 and 1843, in Potosi's 
first courthouse. 

As a business center, Potosi 
also continued to prosper . 

The earliest merchants had 
been the Perrys - Samuel, John 
William and James - on Jefferson 
Street, with other merchants 
before 1830 including a Mr. 
Hastings, Luke Risley and 
Smith and Glenn. Joining them in 
the 1830's were John Brickey, 
J .W.B . Covington and . Henry 
Pease. 

The first hotel in Potosi was 
believed to have been kept by 
William Ficklin, on Missouri 
Street. The Breton Hotel was 
built in 1825 by Zopher P . Evans , 
with a Mr. Bingham the first 
landlord . Early physicians in-

Mrs. John Casey & Child 
Painted In Potosi In 1840 

eluded Dr . Israel McGready, Dr . 
Joseph Brown and Dr . William P . 
Harrison . 

Potosi 's first newspa per, 'The 
Miner's Prospect· . was published 
from 184fi to 1849 by Philip 
Ferguson ~rnd F.A . Dalian. to be 
followed by the 'Washington 
County Miner· . publi shed by 
Napoleon B. Buck from 1856 to 
1861 , and otlwrs . 

__. The year 1849 saw the erectio;--1 
of a lodge ha I I on Breton Street. 
Construction was started by the 
Sons of Tem pera nce. but before 
the building was completed, word 
came of the California GoldR11sh. 
So many of tht· nwmbcrs went 
west. t hl' socivt y was disbanded. 
The hall \\'~l s later bought by 
Potosi Lodgv J:\ 1 AF&/\M . 1'01· a 
Masonic Hall , and the first floor 
assvrnhl>' h<lll \.\'as to be used for 
man:--· >' (' ; 1r~: : 1--: ~111 01wra !louse. 

Tlw r;1 1 : r1i;1d \\ ·;1s to ro111e
2 

to 
Potos i 11: • .Ju ':- 1 1:~~>q . \\ith the 
cornplvtion ol t !.1· P(Jto~: i Branch 
of' tlw St . L<•t1 i:-. I ron :\lountain 
Raih\·<i :- 11 ·0 ;1, \'l ir ,, 'ra ' Point. 

Tlw p<ipu !;it ion ol W;1shington 
Count:-· ;1lso c·o11ti1Htvd t..1 steady 
growth throu·,_, f , tl w y<'a l'~. In 
rn21 . tlw p<1pt1 :;itio11 was :U41: in 
18:HJ. G.17\1 : Jg-\IJ . 7 .:ffL anrl 1850, 
8,Hl 1. 
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Washington County Courthouse 
The House Divided 

The beginning of the Civil War 
found Potosians , with both strong 
Southern and Northern sympath
ies, going on record at a public 
meeting early in May, 1861, in 
favor of armed neutrality. 

The first slaves in Missouri had 
been introduced in Washington 
County by Renault, and in 1860 
the county had a total population 
of 1,028 slaves in a total 
population of 9,723. Through the 
century before, slaves had 
worked in the mines, and in the 
fields and homes of farming 
settlers coming from the South
ern states . 

At their May meeting, Potosi
ans organized a home guard 

Dr. John Bell 
Civil War Physician 
In Potosi 

company to maintain their 
armed neutrality by force of 
arms . 

But action by Federal troops 
from St. Louis soon forced them 
to take sides . On May 16, a 
Federal battalion took possession 
of Potosi , and a number of 
citizens known or suspected of 
Southern sympathies were arres
ted, and about a dozen of them 
taken to St. Louis , held for a time 
as prisoners of war , and then 
released . 

The die was cast. Countians 
quickly began to choose sides in 
the struggle. Several Union 
companies organized in the 
county, with a number of 
countians leaving to form the 
bulk of Confederate companies 
behind rebel lines . 

Loyal Home. Guard companies 
were also organized to guard 
county bridges and railroads, 
with one such company keeping 
their headquarters and arsenal at 
the Douglas Hall , at the upper 
end of High Street. On an August 
evening in 1861, with most of the 

Gen. Sterling Price 

Gen. J. 0. Shelby 

n;en home for supper, a Confed
erate cavalry detachment com
manded by a Col. White rushed 
into town, fired upon the few 
remaining guards , and quickly 
took the arsenal. Col. White, after 
his br ief foray , then rode on and 
left the Home Guards in 
possession. 

Many such brief skirmishes 
and guerilla raids raged about 
Potosi during the war years, but 
it was not until 1864, near the 
close of the war, that Potosi was 
to bear the full brunt of battle. 

From Arkansas , Confederate 
Sterling Price mounted his 
Missouri raid and headed north
ward through Missouri. Price 
was stalled for a time by Union 
troops at Pilot Knob, but General 
Jo · Shelby, leading an advance 
unit of Price's raiders , lashed 
into Washington County. 

Raiding parties destroyed rail
road bridges at Irondale and 
Mineral Point, while Shelby, in 
the center, attacked the rail line 
near Mineral Point, missing only 
by minutes a train load of Union 
troops making their escape 
northward . Tearing up the rail 
lipes and burning ties and 
trestles , Shelby moved on to 
Potosi on September 27, 1864. 

Potosians fled the town, hid in 
cellars and behind shuttered 
windows and moved their valua
bles to safe keeping . Loyal troops 
barricaded in the Courthouse 
were bombarded by Shelby with 
eight shells from a cannon near 
the depot. The loyal troops, 
hea vily outnumbered and suffer
ing a number of casualties , 
surrendered . 

Shelby 's troops stripped the 
def enders of money, clothing, 
shoes and blankets , and several 
of their number , believed to be 
too strong in Union sympathies , 
were marched before their 
fellows and shot. Shelbv, continu
ing the destruction , burned the 
depot and other buildings . 

Rebel raiding parties , flocking 
in and headquartering at Potosi , 
careened throughout the county 
in scattered skirmishes with 
Union defenders. 

After the Union retreat from 
Pilot Knob , General Price moved 
on northward to join the advance 
guard camped at Potosi . The 
rebel troops re-assembled here, 
and continued on north to Union, 
then west across the state, ending 
Missouri 's and Potosi 's last 
desperate struggle of the war. 

City Stable 
Burned In 1864 



WATER STREET, SOUTH ACROSS BRETON CREEK, 1860 
The Earliest-Known Photograph Of Potosi 

WOOD-BURNING LOCOMOTIVE ON POTOSI BRANCH 
Branch Railroad Completed In 1859, Photo Taken 1890 
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"Rattlebox Days" In The Barite Fields 

Barite Capital of The World 
At the close of the Civil War, as 

surface lead deposits ran out in 
Washington County, and lead 
mining and smelting declined, a 
new industry, the barite industry 
began to develop in Washington 
County. 

As new industries, such as the 
paint and rubber industries, 
began to require the use of the 
white , chalky mineral, activity 
picked up again in the mining 
areas . 

Long periods of digging for 
surface lead had provided a 
general evaluation of the Wash
ington County fields, and it was 
known that there were tremen
dous reserves of fine quality 
barite in the area . The area was 
also favored by its location on the 
St. Louis, Iron Mountain and 
Southern Railroad, and St. Louis, 
because of its closeness to 
supplies of coal, sulphuric acid 
and zinc, became the center of 
the barite rr1illing and processing 
industry. 

Beginning in this era, was the 
long colorful period of hand-min-

ing ' tiff', as barite is called in the 
area. 

The hand miners conducted the 
search for new barite deposits 
with a simple, but successful and 
widely used prospecting methods 
A steel bar was driven into the 
ground , and when it encountered 
a large lump of 'tiff', the telltale 
white mineral showed on the tip 
of the bar when it was 
removed. The presence of lumps 
of barite in the clay mean good 
hand mining ground , for they 
yielded enough weight to justify 
the necessary digging. 

The holes dug into the barite
bearing clay by many hand 
miners were works of art. They 
were almost perfectly circular, 
and in some cases so small in 
diameter that it was almost 
unbelievable a man could wield a 
pick and shovel in such cramped 
quarters. Nevertheless , the hol es 
were sunk quickly into the ore 
zone . 

From the bottom of the hole , 
drifts and larger excavations 
were extended following the lump 
barite deposit. 



If the excavation reached an 
appreciable depth, the hand-op
erated windlass was an inevit
able item of equipment, with the 
miner's partner hoisting the tiff 
to the surface in a bucket as the 
mineral was dug loose from the 
clay. 

The next step, cleaning the 'tiff', 
was usually done right at the 
mining site. Barite and clay were 
usually separated in a 'rattle 
box', a frame with a screen deck, 
built somewhat like a baby's 
cradle, so it could be rocked back 
and forth to rattle the chinks 
around and break off the clay. 

If the clay was too moist to 
remove, the lumps were first 
dried over an open fire. Silica or 
iron oxide accretions were 
chipped off by hand. 

The cleaned barite, ready for 
market, was then hauled to the 
nearest weighing station for 
sale, with the. hauling done in 
horse or mule-drawn car~s and 
wagons. 

From the 1860's to about 1905, 
the mining of barite in Washing
ton County was on a relatively 
small scale, and there were only 
a few buyers. From 1905 to the 
1930's, however, hand-mining 
activity greatly increased as the 
chemists found more and more 
uses for the white mineral and 
more jobbers bought and shipped 
bari te to the users. 

At the peak of activity during 
this period, several thousand 
people were engaged in hand 
mining in Washington County, 
and several hundred houses were 
constructed by owners of barite
bearing property as homes for 
the miners. 

The 'tiff' was hauled in long 
processions of wagons over the 
maze of trails to the main roads. 
Each load, of perhaps one to 
three tons, was paid for by 
individual check, and a mjor 
weighing station is known to 
have processed as many as 300 
loads in a day. Royalty was paid 
by buyers to property owners on 

the word of the miners as to 
where his production came from . 

Until the mid-1920's , no impor
tant inroads were made in 
hand-mining methods. Not only 
was hand mining peculiarly 
suited to the Washing ton County 
deposits, but available mechanic
al equipment was generally 
inadequate. 

About 1905, the first attempt at 
mechanical washing was made, 
but it was unsuccessful. 

During the mid-20's, the Eagle 
Picher Company and the Nation
al Pigments and Chemical 
Company built the first real 
barite washing plants patterned 
after those in operation in 
Georgia . Around 1926 the use of 
barite as a weighting agent in oil 
well drilling was introduced, with 
that use increasing steadily since 
that time. 

Despite the breakthrough to 
successful mechanical mining 
and concentration of barite in 
Washington County, hand mining 
continued to thrive after the 
mid-twenties. In 1931, in defer
ence to large scale unemploy
ment created by the depression, 
the large producers of mechanic
ally processed barite discontinu
ed washer operations and depen
ded entirely on hand-mined 
sources. 

World War II and the 1940;s saw 
the final conversion from hand
mining to mechanical mining and 
washing. 

Since that time, mechanization 
has continued, with many Wash
ington County companies' mining 
the ore in strip-mines with large 
shovels, washing, and milling the 
ore, and then shipping it through 
out the country for such uses as in 
oil-well 'mud', in face powders, in 
chocolate coatings, with X-rays, 
and many oth~r uses for the 
unsung mineral of Washington 
County. 

The location of Potosi at the 
center of the barite-producing 
area, has led to it often being 
called 'The Barite Capital of the 
World.' 

Frolll Forests and Fields 
Farming And Lumbering Have Long Played An 

Important Role In The Lives Of Washington Countians 

Oxen And Logs, High Street, 1907 

Robinson Stave Mill - Courtois, 1909 

Thre1shing Rig At Cresswell' s, Aptus, 1910 



Dr. Lem Hall (center) At Home On High Street 

And The Band Played On 
The 1890's and early years of 

the present century were to find 
Potosians , when time was avail
able from busy work schedules , 
joining in the many-faceted 
'pleasures of the simple life ' of 
the small town. 

Oyster suppers , balls at the 
Opera House, ice cream and 

-- strawberry socials , afternoon 
musicales , torchlight political 
rallies , quiltings , taffy pulls , 
picnics at Haunted Springs, 
concerts by the Potosi Cornet 
Band, train rides over the Potosi 
Branch, hay rides and square 
dances all combined to give 
pleasure and pastime. The Afternoon League 

Potosi Cornet Band 

: At Courthouse, 1907 

Froill Horse To Horsel~ss Carriage 

Horsemen On Missouri Street 

The Potosi Bicycle Club 

Dr. J. P. Townsend & 190 7 Maxwell 



A Tale Of Two 
Court Houses 

Washington County's first 
Court House, built in 1815, was 
razed in 1850, and materials from 
it were used in building the 
county's second Court House, on 
the corner of High and Missouri 
streets. 

A spectacular fire on January 
9, 1907 (above) . destroyed the 
second Court House. The county's 
present Court House, its third (at 
left), was dedicated on the same 
site on March 25, 1908. 

R. M. Bugg & Co., High Street, 1885 
Business As Usual 

In good times and bad, fat 
years and lean, Potosi has 
continued as a business center 
serving a wide surrounding area. 

Following the miners to Mine A 
Breton, early merchants set up 
shop under the Spanish Regime, 
and were to continue to grow up 
and down High and Missouri 
Streets as Potosi grew, to occupy 
a large east-west, north-south 

Bank Of Potosi 

axis through the city today. 
General mercantile stores. 

hotels , wagon and coffin works . 
blacksmith shops, tinsmith shops 
banks. flour and grist mills , 
harness makers , milliner 's shops 
hardware stores, druggists , 
watchmakers and many others 
were to continue through the 
years the varied picture of 
Potosi 's businesses . 

Washington County Bank 



The Face of High. Street 

"The Weekly Independent" -- 1895 

High Street East From Missouri Street -- 1910 

Bust Brothers Mill -- 1900 
South Side Of High Street, At Missouri St. - 1915 

Hotel Austin - 1930 
High Street West From Stone Street -- 1916 



Lions Club Picnic Parade -- Labor Day, 1931 

The Potosi Civic League 
Potosi's First Federated Club 

AN ERA ENDS -- OXEN MEET .AUTO ON HIGH STREET 

Potosi Grade School -- 1865-1890 -

School Days, School Days 

Potosi Grade School ; .:~ 
Burned In 1946 

Potosi Grade School 
Built In 1890 



Houses of The Lord 
The churches of Potosi have 

played an important part in the 
lives of the town's citizens 
through the years, and as early 
as 1819 historian Henry Rowe 
~qhoolcraft visiting Potosi, 
wrote: "It would be difficult to 
point out a town or village west of 
the Mississippi where there is a 
greater attention to industry, 
morality and religion than at 
Mine A Breton". 

Many congregations of many 
denominations have served as a 
guiding force in the community 
through Potosi's two centuries, 
and a brief summary of their 
histories includes: 

The Methodist Church was in 
existence as early as 1816 in 
Potosi. Meetings were held in the 
Courthouse until the first church 
was built between 1825 and 1830. 
The congregation's present edi
fice was built in 1903, and plans 
are now underway for a new 
church. 

The Presbyterian Church was 
organized in Potosi in 1832, and 
the congregation's first church is 
still standing on Breton Street. 
The present Presbyterian Church 
was completed in 1908, from 
plans drawn by Potosi-born John 
Anderson Lankford, the 'Dean of 
American Negro Architects.' 

The original Baptist Church in 
Potosi was organized in 1832 with 
the church, located on the corner 
of North Mine and Breton, later 
becoming what is now the First 
Baptist Church in Potosi. Other 
congregations of thiS denomina
tion now active in Potosi include 
the Potosi Baptist Church on 
Clark Street; the United Baptist 
Church on Towle Street and the 
Bethel Baptist Church on Bonnie 
Street. 

The Catholic Church in Potosi 
was organized in 1828 and the 
first church was completed in 
1844. The present Saint James 
Church was built in 1862, on 

Missouri Street, and the parish's 
school, adjoining the church was 
opened in September, 1952. 

Other denominations joining 
the list of Potosi's fine churches 
during the present century 
include the Assembly of God, on 
North Missouri Street; the 
Church of God on Cordia Street; 
the Pentecostal Church of God on 
Austin Street; and the Church of 
the Nazarene on Nipper Street. 

The first Negro Church in 
Potosi was located in the 
Presbyterian Cemetery, and in 
1902 the present church was built 
on Wreath Street. The church 
was first called the Union Church 
and was used by the Free Will 
Baptists, Trinity Methodist, Mis
sionary Baptist and A.M.E. 
Methodist. Now only the Trinity 
Methodist and the Church of God 
use the church. 

Methodist Church - Built 1825 

Rare View Of 
Potosi's First 
Baptist Church 

Built 1832 

Presbyterian Church - Built 1832 



The Towns Around 
The rich historic past of Potosi 

is shared by numerous towns, 
communities and settlements 
which throughout the years have 
worked together to build the 
Washington County of today. 

Among these many communi
ties are: 

BELGRADE, near the headwa
ters of Big River, is about 15 
miles southwest of Potosi. It is at 
the center of an agricultural area 
and received its name after the 
Yugoslavian capital city of 
Belgrade. 

CALEDONIA, 12 miles south of 
Potosi, is in the center of the 
Bellevue Valley agricultural area 
The first store was built in 1817 by 
Alexander Craighead, who nam
ed the town for Caledonia in his 
native Scotland. The Old Belle
vue Collegiate Institute was 
located here for many years, and 
the first Presbyterian Church 
west of the Mississippi was 
organized here in 1816. 

IRONDALE, on Big River and 
the Missouri-Pacific Railroad in 
southeast Washington County, 
was laid out in 1858 by John G. 
Scott. It received its name from 
the presence of early iron works 
and furnaces, and was once 
called briefly Savoy. It is near 
one of the proposed lake sites of 
the Meramec Basin project. 

OLD MINES, six miles north of 
Potosi, among the county's oldest 
settlements, was founded by 
early French lead miners in the 
18th century, and still cherishes 
much of the rich French tradition 
of the founders. Saint Joachim's 
Church at Old Mines was 
completed in 1830 and is still in 
use today. 

MINERAL POINT, four miles 
east of Potosi on the Missouri
Pacific main line, w~ laid out in 
1858 by William <7!nlcs. Several 
barite plants are located here, 
and it has ·one of the most modern 
schools in the R-3 district. 

RICHWOODS, in the northwest 

part of Washington County, was 
founded in the early years of the 
1800's as the center of early lead 
work in the county. The pictur
esque community continues to
day as the center of an 
agricultural and mining area. 

PALMER, earlier named Web
ster, is 15 miles . southwest of 
Potosi. It was founded in 1830, 
and was the scene of a number of 
lead 'booms' in the later years of 
the 19th century. It is now owned 
by the Palmer Lead Company. 

HOPEWELL, on the railroad 
five miles southeast of Mineral 
Point, was laid out in 1858 by John 
Evens. The pre-Civil War Hope
well Union Church and adjoining 
cemetery have been the scene of 
large Decoration Day gatherings 
for many years in the county. 

SHIRLEY, nine miles west of 
Potosi, was once called Waltons
burg, and forms the center for a 
farming and lumbering area. 
Tradition has it that its present 
name was in honor of William 
Shirley, an early resident and 
father of the bandit queen, Belle 
Starr. 

CADET, in central Washington 
County, was founded before the 
Civil War, and has served as a 
major railroad shipping point for 
mineral products from the county 
for many years. 

EBO, nine miles northwest of 
Potosi, is near the site of some of 
the county's oldest and newest 

mining works - the old Renault 
Diggings of Fourche au Renault, 
and the new Indian Creek lead 
mine of St. Joseph Lead Com
pany. 

To the list may be added Stony 
Point, Berryman, Quaker, Del
bridge, Anthpnies Mill, Belle
f ountain, Blackwell, Fertile, 
Cruise, Kingston, and many, 
many more, joining together to 
make up the present day county, · 
with many of them retaining 
much colorful history from out of 
the county's historic past. 

The Past Is Prelude 

As it rounds out its second 
century, Potosi takes a fond look 
back at the days that were, and 
then turns ahead to the days that 
are yet to be. 

It is appropriate that its 200th 
anniversary sees Potosi entering 
a period as exciting and promis
ing as any since the days of its 
founding fathers. 

Mining, every important in the 
county during the past centuries, 
is again coming to new peaks in 
the Bicentennial year. The mam
moth new Pea Ridge iron ore 
deposits in northwest Washington 
County are scheduled to enter 
production this year. Deep shaft 
lead mining has been underway 
at St. Joseph Lead Company's 
Indian Creek mine for several 
years , with more. production to 
come this year at Viburnum, at 
the county's southwest corner. 

Shoe production continues at 
two Brown Shoe Company plants 
in Potosi, and Potosi citizens 
have just given an overwhelming 
majority to a $500,000 bond issue 
to build a new Brown Shoe plant, 

also to be opened during this 
Bicentennial year. 1963 will also 
see the opening of the ultra-mod
ern new Washington County 
Memorial Hospital at Potosi. 

The drawing boards of the 
Army Corps of Engineers hold 
exciting plans for two large lakes 
in Washington County, in the 
Meramec Basin projects, and 
mining operations continue at 
bari te plants 1 throughoutWashing
ton County. 

From its position as county 
seat, Potosi serves a county 
embracing the Sunnen Lake 
YMCA camps, Boy Scout Camp 
Irondale ; national prize-winning 
Hereford cattle ; lumber mills ; 
fertile farms; free-flowing fish
ing streams; a hunter 's paradise 
of wooded hills; and a friendly 
people with a 'glad to have you' 
hospitality. 

In the exciting new pioneering 
spirit of its Bicentennial Year, 
Potosi enters the future, knowing 
that the past has been but a 
prelude of what is yet to come. 
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Historic Missouri Theatres Questionnaire 

Worth County Historical Society 
"o . "h b a. c /~· 7 ~- "r i 1'.S 

Does your organization have information about the following theatres? \.:r b "' rto n~ ('>eh"l ~W\ . , 

New Opera House Grant City 

Is this(these) theatre(s) still in operation? 

New Opera House Grant City 

yes ____ no L .:r h \ c.; • 
lh~re wt\.S o... ~i:: M 

i' h o.- t r e - ::t. t 'h o.. J b o /,.. L i 1.1, c 
v n J '\"Y\ o v ·, e p .,.. d u c I 6Jlf S 

yes ____ no -4--

If not, does the building(s) where the theatre was located still exist?- ·ye S ~ 

New Opera House Grant City yes ____ no __ _ 

What other historic theatres were located or are currently located in your area? }b.J~--'h ~) _ __!!:.. ____ _ 

~_h "--'d ~ l\ "~-__g~-~~~-(~i_ -~- ._:. _r_a. h__~1+J-:..~ {_p_<D:_p 0 V'_\!'~~--1_~---~-
.L-_~ ~ __ l:l_ L/_:__b~uJ __ &_~-~~1 __ \ .J_h~J~---------------------------------------
Please check the specific types of information you have about theatres in your area? Please note any 
sources you think would be particularly useful for this project. 

books about specific theatres 

_y_ photographs 

newspaper articles 

scrapbooks 

county or town histories 

_ _)L_ other, please specify --f' l .... / ~ rs. 

D~you have any information on which theatre or vaudeville circuit played in your area? 

-1~-~-· ---------------------------------------------------------------------
What days and times is your libra o en to the public? ~-1..!_JL+-} __ _J_,_ 'F_~j_ ___ / .' ___ i_g_2.:_E __ 
_ 1:-\_j_~L_r ___ I _fh.l ___ f='· tJ_~~_-__C2_.)2_ __ b.____ ¥-L~7A:f_J___ r ___ 8JJ~ih1-_~_'1.'l_, _ 
Can special arrangements be made for the library to be open at other times? 
le- 5 . ----------------------------------------------------------r---. -------------

Who is the best person to contact for more information? 1fM.tb_2, __ Cf.L!id~7-~-~~---------· 
,...,- '"RI T?±f/ JJ X. q - ~0 D ~Th l Yn CJ r ta t./ 'I 'If 
.-i- .,,... i- h -.? H ·, d o '"'·, ~ t:l. ! ~ f'F'; c e UJ (/ h . + ll.. 

.n a. r k ~ h a t l / I ~ v ~ a r ' e (..(.. r ~ l1 ~ 4 .::r l-t \ J 
r 1 ct " ~ so -Pct r- k' c_ a... 5 c r 

t +' . , '/"' 0 u e 'f °'- l ~ V' a 'e ~ v-e °'- a.: h d 
\ 'T w ~s e \.\.'\ f d ~ , 1 

o. )J S'c ~"'-
1 

0 a. -e. ct.. °'- Crovvd ~LltM- lh a-ffefedcthce 
:/ " r ·e. "" t .e 1 -\- a... l n m e h ~ w a-s h r e 

Thank you for your assistance. 
Please return to: Becky Snider 1008 Sunset Dr. Columbia, MO 65203 



Historic Missouri Theatres Questionnaire 

Wright County Historical and Genealogical Society 

Does your organization have information about the following theatres? / 

Candler Opera House Mountain Grove yes ____ no __ ? 

Candler's Theatre yes ____ no _ L/ __ 

Is this( these) theatre(s) still in operation? 

Candler Opera House 
Candler's Theatre 

Mountain Grove 

If not, does the building(s) where the theatre was located still exist? 

Candler Opera House 
Candler's Theatre 

Mountain Grove 

/ yes ____ no _ ~ 
yes ____ no __ _ 

yes --~ no ___ Z 
yes ____ no ___ , 

ere locate? pr are currently locate<;J.. in your area? ---------- -r:---

~.i,..::...~~...v-'--~-· , -~=~=--~--
.....c=~~~~-:.5.-------------------------------------------------------------

Please check the specific types of information you have about theatres in your area? Please note any 
sources you think would be particularly useful for this project. 

___ books about specific theatres 
~ ___ photographs 

newspaper articles 

scrapbooks 

county or town histories 

other, please specify 

-------------------------------------11~~~ 

----~-~~.Wi_J_u~-w- _ 

: y~~ ha:: an~:fo~he~~: or :_aud:~~le ::cu~:la~:: in~:;;;~~-------
What days and times is your ~pen to the public?--~ --~~-~-'-'ff~ 
____ q.=__Cj~~Q-~(,Q!,,_~_-:=__q_:::__.12.._~-----------------------

~~ s:ci~~~m:~:_~~~ad: ___ ~~rary ;1~~:p_: ~~~; ti=-~~--------------------.-.::u 
Who is the best person to contact for more informfu:;:,_~ __ .iZJ' -~-SYM± ~-+~~-0{ 

'£_~~ cct-- ~fk ~ ~· 
Thank you for your assistance. 
Please return to: Becky Snider 1008 Sunset Dr. Columbia, MO 65203 



Becky L. Snider 
1008 Sunset Drive 
Columbia MO 65203 

Ms Snider: 

HISTORICAL Ls_ 
AND 

GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY 
Hartvi lie, Missouri 65667 

P.O. Box 66 
9 - 8 - '97 

With reference to your letter of August 31 regarding Opera 

Houses in the Wright County Area, I am enclosing material which 

relates to the former Johnson Opera House in Hartville. As you 

will note, it no longer functions as an Opera House but the 

building is still in existence and has recently undergone some 

extensive repairs - new roof and replacement of deteriorating 

brickwork. It will not, of course, be restored to its former 

role as an opera house. 

The building which contained the opera house in Mountain Grove 

still exists as the central portion of Richards Brothers Grocery 

on the north side oF the square. I have no photo available of 

this building at the present time. We have recently moved our 

historical society office into the former Wright County Bank 

building and most of our material of this nature is still in 

boxes waiting to be filed. 

I have no information regarding an opera house in Norwood. Larry 

Dennis, editor of the Mansfield ~1irror, mentions an opera house 

in Mansfield during his discussion of the city in Mansfield, the 

First Hundred Years, published in 1983. He gives no additional 

details in the book. 

Good luck on your project, 



plan to be here, as are me 
teachers of that year. 
To start the celebration this 

group will be in charge of the 
program on s .aturda y night, 

mon a memorial service w111 

be he 1 d in honor of the de
ceased members of the class. 

"The Good Shepard" is.the_ 
theme for this memorial. 

0 u r last meeting was five 
years ago for our 45th. At this 
time we made plans for our 
golden celebration to be held 
this weekend. 

The Johnson Opra Building was ~e only gym the basketball team of 1922-26 bad. Their 
· games were played here. The Hartville basketball team of 1926 was the first Hartville team 

to play district meets at Lebanon where they won and in the regional in Springfield that year. 
It was also the first year the local team wore furnished sweaters sporting the letter H. Mrs. 
Clifford Dunn still has her treasured sweater. 

- ----·--· 
p . • .. , ···' ~ - • -

; r.2 ~r-M-\ ~ .f'I '-; • ~ - A ,/ - ~ -/")~~ 
- +~~s (__ 

Shown above is the gradua
ting class of 1926, taken from 
the original class picture of 
that year. 
Look the picture over and see 

how many you recognize after 
50 years. Pictured from left to 
right, froht row: Dor less Tur-

. ner Sch we i h heirner, Marie 
Cu~ry Evans, Ferrie! Claxton 
Mallory, Rita Carter Burney, 
Jewell Palmer Johnson, Clad
die Shull Nichols, Edna Gos
wich Claxton, Laura Rayborn 
Jevons, Hossie Pearman Wid
ner, A 1 rn a Rayborn, Cl ares 
Hightower Colton, Emogene . 
Jones Fuge. Second row: Dil
lard M a 11 or y , Lee Burney, 

. Archie Newton, Haskell Hut
ton, John Pope, Clifford Dunn, 
DeeHutton, Chester Claxton, 
and Buster Fuge. 
Sta~ding, back row: Lloyd 

T r a c y , c 1 a s s sponsor; Bill 
Clark, Loan Mallory, Forrest 
Hutton, Alva Rainey, Lester 
Newton, VirgilRippee, Elmer 
Wood, Arnold Crewse, Theo
dore Nick 1 e, and Lawrence 
Pyatt. 
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HHS Class of 1926 

Bicentennia_I Featur 

The Hartville Public School building, built in 191 
in this 1926 photo. The first gym was added in · 
Mr. Lioyd Tracy was superintendent in 1926 and . 
tend this reunion. Other teachers of that year who 
tend the alumni and 50th reunion of the 1926 cla! 
Robinett and Mrs. Rachel Carter Barnes. 
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T. J. "TOMMY" FARMER 

YoungT. J. Fanner, son ofa prominent Hartville 
physician and pharn1acist, had a new cm11era in 191 2 
<md was naturally anxious to try it out. 

He took pictures of eve rything. hi s fri ends, 
buildings, a great snowstorm, the town's first autos, 
the first airp lane to fl y the sk ies of Wright County . 

Tex.Jay, the photographs are frozen moments of 
history and Panner is an able guide to 1 lartville's early 
days. Fanner\ fothcr. Dr. /\. J. Fanner. had immi
grated lo Wright Cot111ly as :t hoy of I 0. along with 
many otlicr oulhemcrs ''ho I led tile disordered post
Civil War period in the South. 

He bccarne prrn11inc11t i11 l li1r1vi lle and served for 
a time ils posln wster. 111 189 I . he took his met.lical 
degrees al Keokuk rvtcdicill College in Keokuk. IA 
<mu returned lo Hart vi lle. \\ here he wa. both doctor 
and plrnrrnacisl. 

I tis son helped out in lhl' pharmacy. <Uld after a 
year of pr e n1cdical 1rai11in • in Sr. Loui s. joined the 
linn as a lull!irnc pli:rnnacist in 192.\ . The doctor died 
in 1924 and Ilic son has continued Panners D111gs lo 
the present. The store looks much !he same as it did in 
the 1920s. 

Besides Farmer's own early photographic ef
forts, he has a number of other early photos and 
momentos of his years as a pharmacist. 

The store include antique shop furnishings and 
an accumulation of product advertising accumulated 
th rough the 60 years of busi ness. 

Recalling the days of the photographs. Fim11er 
remembers that in those times laking pictures was a 
litt le more rn1nplic:i tcd than Wking the film to the 
corner drug store 10 rclurn shortl y as prints or 
slides. I le h<1d lo develop 1hcfil111 and make the picture 
prints hi111 ,c ll. i11:tda1~e11L·d10\l111 ill night. 

I k l\lok a I icturc Pf hi i;; fo1hcr's new auto. a Ford 
purdwscd rn 111 ii dcillcr i11 I!. Grove named Dou
glas' . It" ;i<.: !lie ~cco r 1d rar i11 lo\\'11. prccccdcd a fc, 
months by a1101hcr f"ord purchase I by Mr. Prophet. 
Young Fanner li i111sclrdrnve the new auto back from 
Mt. Grove 10 lfa11 vi lle. over the dirt road that then 
connected the two. All roads were unpaved in tho e 
days. The journey to Springfield took more than two 
and a half hours. 

TI1efi rstairplane in Wright County was flown by 
Delay Thompson in 19 13. Fanner got a picture of the 
pilot perched in his nimsy appearing aircraft, soaring 
over a barn. 

In 19 ! 8, Farmer took hi s own first ai rplane 
ride in a two ·eater bi -plane. 

Earlier in 1915, Fanner had acquired a powerful 
Indian motorcycle, an object of great pride to judge by 
the number or pictures he took of the vehicle. TI1at 
same year, he recorded on Ii Im a 15-inch snowfall that 
stopped traffic, both horses and motrnized, and toppled 
timber. (The ahm·e article take11.from a 1970s news
paper acco11111. Born in 1895. To111111y Farmer died in 
1979.) 

ENTERTAINMENT 

Ham ·i/le Street Fair. 

set up on the Methodist church lot every year. In 
Mt. Grove, Chautauqua Park was located on the 
present site of Brown Shoe Company. 

The Lyceum series of lectures and concerts, 
etc., was presented by professional entertainers in 
Johnson Opera House (over the old locker plant) in 
Hartville and in Mt. Grove at the Opera Hall 
located at the present site of Richards Brothers. 

Blind Boone , the phenomenal black piano 
playe r from Columbia , MO , gave hi s fifth and 
last Hartville concert Sept. 26. 1925 at Johnson 
Opera House. Sightless since he was six months 
of age . Boone hat.I the gi rt or replaying any 
se lec ti on he hea rd . Hi s crowd pl easers in 
Hart ville we re Mrs. H.E. Fri nk ·s ·' Ripples of the 
Gasconade'' and hi s ow n compos iti on "The 
Marshfield Tornado" . 

The Musica l Grays, a family of entertain 
ers, made Mt. Grove the ir winter 4uarters, tak
ing their "Toby" show through the northern 

Th e Cha11ta11q11a Te11t . 

states during the summer. Erman Gray became ring on his third finger hung on a nail, the weight 
the first band director for Hartville High School. of his body and the jerk tore his finger apart in 

Clubs of all desc riptions abounded in Wright the joint. He was taken to Dr. B.E Latimer 's 
County circles. There were literary clubs, embroi- office where the finger was severed from the 
dery clubs, Shakespearean clubs, WCTU, Mis- hand . (Democrat Dec . 3, 1925) 
souri Women 's Development Association. church In the spring of 1936 Wright County was 
clubs, form and garden clubs, quilting dubs, etc. agog with the grand opening of Casador Lodge 

Lodges were plentiful as well, with the on the lake at Hartville. Harry Gorman was 
Oddfellows and Rebekahs, A.F.& A.M. and East- proprietor of the summer resort which boasted 
em Star, the Red Men and Pocahontas, also Royal six cabins ready for use with more to follow , al so 
Neighbors in both urban and rural area of the a dance pavilion of unique construction and 
county. other amenities for recreation and enjoyment. 

Johnson Opera House served as a multi- A grand celebration of Casador was cli -
purpose auditorium, gymnasium, meeting place maxed on July 4, 1937 with "a big dance at 
and occasiona l house of worship. It doubled as evening in the pavilion which is one of the best 
the only indoor basketball court in the Hartville dance floors in the state and already widely 
area for many years. School and town teams known and popular in all surrounding towns as 
from Wright and surrounding counties tested well as gathering devotees of the Terpsichorean 
their mettle in the Opera house until 1936, when art from Springfield , Kansas City and St. Louis .,. 

Wright County entertainment in the "good ol' a gym was added onto the high school. Spec ta- Three years later, on April 18 , 1940, Cir-
day " before TV and the mov ies was limited , by tors sat only at the ends of the hall due to the cuit Judge C.H . Skinker issued a restraining 
today's standards, but ignorance of things to come narrowness of the faci lity. order and Casad or Lodge was padlocked . Years 
was no cause for di smay-there was always some- Archie Newton , a member of the basketball afterward it was converted into a lodge hall for 
thing to do or somewhere to go! team, had the misfortune of jerking the third the IOOF and in the 1990s, weathered and for-

The Chautauqua Circuit brought entertain- finger off his right hand . The accident occurred lorn , it has become just another house. betraying 
ment each summer, presenting music , drama and in Johnson Hall when he placed hi s hand on the no hint of the excitement it evoked more than 

4:1ocutionunder thebig top,whichin-1-v:: si~ndjumped to the no~e~ ~ 

Wt~,~~--- _____ _ 
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