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Northeast Corner of 3oufowest Park (City Park) 

Rock Hill ltoad 

Webster Groves, ?Iissouri 63119 
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Proposed future 01-mer of Hawken House: 

·webster Groves Historical 3ocioty 

lr East Lockwood 

Webster Groves, Hissouri 63119 

Through the City Govermient of Uebster Gi·oves,. J.lissouri, the 
Webster Groves Historical "1ociety has applied to tc'cle Department 
of Hous:inE; and Urba.n Devolopr.ient for matchinc; funds to re-locate 
and restore ti:e Hm,rken House. 'The house has been chosen by HUD 
as one of t,,onty :in the 3t, Louis County area to receive federal 
funds for preservation, As yet, no funds have been granted to 
this project, 

The present 01-mer of the bnildin,,: plans to constrnct a parldng 
lot on the site of the house and he.s civen the City of ·,Iebster 
Groves first option on its purchc:i.se. 

The building's use, 1hen re-located, will be as an historic 
house museum and office of the 1:!ebster Groves Historical 
Society, 
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"Old St, Louis '·1oroes: The Stories They Tell" (local) 

19611 

Elinor Coyle 

Folkstone Press 

St. Louis, llissouri Code: 2h 

Hissouri State Historical Survey (state) 

1968 

llissouri State Park Board 

p .o. Box 176 

1204 Jefferson l3uildin[; 

Jefferson Cit:', Viissouri 65101 Code: 2!.i 



CONDITION 
0 Excellent ~ Good O Fair 

---------
(Check One) 

~ Altered O Unaltered 

' 

(Check One) 

0 Deteriorokd 

1-:D:-:E:-::S-:::CccR:-:IB:-:Ec-T=-HccE=-ccP~R"E-,-SE=-Nc-,-. -AND ORIGINAL (H known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

General Descrintion ~---

0 Ruins 0 Unexposed 

(Check One) 

D Moved QQ Origir.a! Site 
-------{ 

:t.ne Ha,;.rken House in ~Je'oster Groves, 1-':i.ssouri, is a transitional 
architectural structure exhibiting the central hall s:y111:1etric2.l 
plan and general format of a ?ederal style residence and also 
includes details and proportions charac·i;cristic of the mid 
nineteenth century Greek !levival anrl "Victorian" styles. Oon
structed of red brick, the house faces north lrith a full base
ment in two sections, and has a two-stOFJ "L" shaped plan. This 
residence ·was constructed in 18.57 and is a conservative exax10le 
of the more substantial countr, a.nd suburban i10mes built in the 
St. Louis area in the 18S0 1 s a~d 60 1 s. 

The main block of the house has a sy;mnetrical floor plan cJith a 
central ste.ir hall. A tuo-stor:? ell to the rear (south) is 
lined by a tuo-stor-y uoodcn 5allor;r alone; its east side. 

E:cterior 

111.e exterior ·walls rest on a i;l:.litc lirn.estone foundation of coursed 
rubble nasonr:r, set in lime cement ,::1ortar a.n:i extending about two 
feet above ground. The fj_rst story of an o::....iginally one-ba:r wide, 
t,w-stor;r front entr;r porch and pedir:1,3nt 1:es enlarged to three 
bays somettne before 1913 (dra,.;ine; of 1913 9;1otoc;raph is attached). 
This ))Ortico has since been re,,10·1ed entirely and will be restored 
in the preservation plan. 

The rear tuo-story gallery extends along the entire east side of 
the back ,;.Jing with its roof supported by four square colm:m.s, 71 

on center. The galler:r r.oof continnes the slope of the shed roof 
over the ell. Some parts of the present uood railing rr.ay be 
original. 

Cornice 

An elaborate bracketed cornice with concealed, metal lined gutters 
on the north facade ts oc·ir;inal, but he.s been pieced to6ether to 
close a space caused by the rern .. oval of the central po:--ch. The 
rear cornices are plain with attac]'l.ed metal gutters. 

Roof 

'.i:he roofine; r.1..1.te::"ial is nm,;r composition s:1in~lcs and was originally 
sauod ·wood shin;~les. The front po:..,..t:Lon o~~ the house has a s i1~Jle 
ridge roof uith east pablc end and ,;.rest para[Jet t:abl2 end. The 
t-rnst partrpot extends south at a Id .. r:"n level to receive the shed 
roof o.L the rear 1,1ine; 1-Jit~1 2. slopins p3.re.pct .qt its sout.~1 end. 

-----·-~----·-----·--------------------------------! 
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HA~Iiv~.J HOUSE 

Chimneys 

There are four chimneys, included with:in and flush with the 
exterior walls, Both chimneys conte.in double flues, One is 
centered on the east gable wall and another, opposite it, on 
tile west gable wall, These accorrr,10date the four original fire
places, The other two chimeys are on the west wall of the 
back wing and were built for stove flues, 

Brick 

All of the exterior w2lls are of hand rr.ade red brick, fired on 
the site and laid in corunon bond, They are tm[lainted on the 
eA'terior and plastered and papered on the :interior of the house. 

Doors and Windows 

Door and window openings are exaggerated vertically in their 
proportion2.l relationship to the wall surfaces as expressed in 
mid-nineteenth centm0 y structures but not characteristic of the 
early Federal style, 

None of the first or second floor exterior doors are original, 
nith the possible exception of the, south rear gallery door, All 
of the exterior doors e:r.hibit hard.-,are of recent date, The 
north fac2.de is 5 ba)'S wide with eight syr.,netrically placed 
double-lnmc: wj_ndows w: ich h:0.ve 6 over 6 light sash, The 
exterior louvered shutters he1ve also been removed, The base
ment windous are single light sash, All of the exterior 
windmrs have heavy wooden sills and 1:intels pa:inted 1-rhite, The 
front dooruay has a 6 light transom and 5 lie;hts on each side, 
General configuration and materials in this doonmy are orie:inal 
with the exception of the door itself, 

Interior 

First Floor 

The main block of the house is divided symmetrically into an 
east parlor, 15 1 x 15', and a west parlor, 15 1 x 16 1 flanking 
a central stair hall. The ell to the rear is divided into a 
dinine: room 15 1 x 13' and a kitchen 15' x 10 1 , The :interior 
he.s not been greatly cho.nc:ed, SlidinG doo1·s between the west 
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parlor and dinin:; room 1:ere re,;io·Jed ca, 1%5 and this door wall 
was ,aoved about two feet south to enlarc;e the west p2.rlor. 1·he 
passage and doorHa7 bet'ueen the dininc; room and kitch2n has been 
moved frorn the uest. sici.e of the south dining room uall to the 
east side. J. nod.ern sink 2:'.1d c2.binets have been installed on 
the west wall of the kitchen ;:,nd a sc,all window above the s:ink 
has been added. 'I11e a:t·ea bet'rreen the kitchen and dining room 
originally contained a stair from the lower east gallery- to the 
two second floor bedroor:m in the rear s:-.ring, has been altered 
and noH encloses a stair to the bascs:ent. 

All first, floor ceilinc;s 2.re ten feet hiGh• The t;,rpice.l uindoi;.;rs 
in the east and west parlors and di.nin:; room are 6 o-1er 6 li~:D.t 
sash, have Hood.en frctr:::J:s, and e.Xtibit o. s :iJ;19le raised panel 
bet.Heen sill 2nd floor. ~':.-1e kitchen s;"Jindo;-rs are fran:ed above 
the sill only. The i.Titorior doors s:::10;-J four flat panels 
tri1mried uith a t:rpical siN9lc moliin~ cf the period. 1\.lnost 
all the interior doors have rim locks. Ealf of then are 
original and the other half appear to have been added after 
the construction of the house. All lv:.ve ;'Orcelain knobs. '.L'he 
four original ,;,roodburnin~ fireplaces are still operational, 
althon;.;h the fireboxes shcr;r sonc alt3r2.tion. rlhe ori::;inal 
wooden mantel in the ·west pa.::clor uas rBplaced in 19!.i5 by a 
later (1880) marole one, 

The central entry nun stair.-rcl1. is urisin.2.l. 

Second Floor 

'i'he second floor consisted oric;inally of four bedrooms, almost 
equal in size. The ti;-ro in the ,n2.in block were on either side of 
the second floor front stair hall a:1d had 1:c2.tin2: fireplaces; 
the other two 1,rere to the rear of the 1,,7est front bedroo::1 above 
the kitchen and dinin.'~ room. of t:le u V'. these t,·:ro roo~ were 
heated by interaccess stoves, provided b~/ a doo:n-ra:.r, and, in turn, 
a cloorwa,: .. provided [1.ccess to the west front bed.roor:1. The rear 
beclroous also eac}: ho.d a door uhic~1 op8ned onto the second floor 
of the east galler;:,,-. The back stair accuss to these bcdroor;:s has 
been previously ,;ientionccl. lTany chan,e;es hc.ve been made to these 
rear rtJ}1 bedroor:'s as ree:a~:ids ·~.i.1cir acces:· 2.ncl the addition of a 
modern bath. lhe east wa.11 of the r1nin block west :front bedroom 
llclS remo~;ed and a partitioi1 1-rall built 3 1 to the 11ost. A 
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parti.ti.on wall ,,as 8.lso b·iilt 3 1 west of the east wall of the 
north 11 1 11 bedroo;n, These partitions rciet and formed a hallway 
along the east side of these rooms, The north 11 111 bedroom 
was converted into a modern bath and closet space for the 
adjo:in:ing bedrooms, (Refer to floor plan), 

The second floor ceil:ings are 101 in the rna:in block and 8 1 1011 

:in the 11 111 wing, The windcus are 6 over 6 li.ght double-hung 
sash, The second floor i.nterior doors have four flat panels, 
Each door panel, doorway, and window display trim mould:ing with 
slightly peaked 1:intel. 

Floors 

Floor joists throughout the house are 211 x 10" rough sawed, 1611 

on center, supporting 6 11 wide pine flooring, Later hardwood 
flooring, installed ca, 19115, covers all the original flooring, 

Alterations 

!lost of the alterations to the house occured about 19115, The 
transoms over the ti,o remai.ning first floor rear gallery doors 
were removed, e.nd a third first floor gallery door was clodded 
with brick. The rear gallery first floor of wood wi.s replaced 
by a concrete slab; a trap door ,x1try to the west base··,ent through 
the galler:r floor was thereby eliminated, A rear outside entr.:r 
to the east cellar, under tte entry hall and ec,st parlor, was 
also removed. The t·wo cellars Here connected by an openin~ in 
the stone f01.mdation dividin.:; them. 

The house is presently in sound condition with a sufficient 
portion of the original structure survivin,~ to rr.ake possible an 
accurate restoration to the period of its construction, 

This surnmaqr description of the physical appearance of the buildine 
is based on data included in the field report by architectural con
sultant, William D, Lane, cl.I.A. June 1969, T'ne report wrn contracted 
by the ;,Jissouri State Par,, Board and is filed 2.t its central office, 
P.O. Box 176, 1201.i Jefferson Duildint;, Jefferson City, 11,:issouri 
65101. 
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Ml. SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

0 Pre-Columbian: 0 16th Century 

0 15th Century D 17th Century 

0 18th Century 

KJ 19th Century 

SPECl Fl C DAT E(S) (II Applicable and Known) bci. ilt 1sc:;1 
AREAS OF S!GNI Fl CANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

Aber iginol D Education 0 Political 

D Prehistoric D Engineering 0 Religion/Phi. 

D Historic D Industry losophy 

D Agriculture D Invention D Science 

Gm Architecture D Landscape D Sculpture 

D A,t Architecture D Socio I/Human-

D Commerce D Literature itarion 

D Communications D Military D Theater 

D Conservation D Music D Transportation 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

0 20th Century 

0 Urban Planning 

0 Other (Specify) 

The Ha1-rl:en !-louse is pri1n2.rily significant as a uell-prcserved, 
relatively rare exa::iplG of a mid-nir.eteGnth century trar.si
tional :::i'ederal to !1\fictoriann style residence. 111e preser
vation of the build.ins will mnJ:e possible a much better uncler
st2nding and appreciation of tl1is r:.rc~itcctur~l style in 3t. 
Louis ;::: ounty and the surrounding mctropoli tan .srea. 

Z1e house has .::.dditional siznificance as the last surviving 
building 2ssociated ·Hith the Hni·r~en fanily, proninent during 
the ea.rl:r nineteenth ce:-itur:, :in :3t. Louis. It 1-:as constructed 
in 1857 b~r Christoph8r Ha~-.~1:en. Christopher was the son of 
Jacob r:rn·.:l:en uho r:12.nufactured, ~1ith Dis b:cother :"Jannel, the 
fa~·.1ous 11EaFlcen rifle!! in the citv of St. Louis ~ror:i 1822 to 
181!9. This rU'le played 211 :i_m90:·tant role in the opening of 
the _\j:1.c:rican t!est. ·.iillian .··-..s:-1lcy, tTi.rn Jrj_d2;er, l:it CaI·son 
,end other far.1ous fur trnp:)ers trGre knotm to have carried this 
rifle because it uas shorter, had 2. heavier barrel and caliber., 
a:.1d 1-;as ~-:ore accurate t:1an its predecessors. 

~/hile living in the cit3r of St. Louis, Christopher Hauken 11as 
engaccd :in the cabinet-1~1:1.king and livery trade. ..-_fter his r;:ove 
to the above described house in the country·, he began farming 
uhich hG continued until his death j_n 1905, 
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subject: Hawken Eouse. Ierox copies on file, 
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Latitude and Longitude Coordinates for proposed future 

location of Hawken House: 

Latitude 38° 34' 24 11 

Longitude 90° 211 57" 















Photo Log: 
 

Name of Property: Hawken House 

City or Vicinity: Webster Groves 

County: St. Louis County State: 
 
MO 

Photographer: W.B. Lane 

Date 
Photographed: 1969 

 
Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of camera: 
 
1 of 13. From NW looking SE. Photocopy of a drawing showing N (front) wall of the house as it 
appeared in 1913. The original front porch was only one bay wide and two stories high, centered on 
the N façade. Before 1913 it was enlarged to three bays on the first floor. 
2 of 13. Looking S, view of the N façade. Note bracketed cornice and vertical proportions of doors 
and windows. 
3 of 13. S elevation from S looking N. View partially screened by summer vegetation. S wall of rear ell 
at left, two story wooden gallery at center, and main block visible at right. Ell has a shed roof. 
4 of 13. From SW looking NE. View of W wall with parapet continuing from ridge of main block to S 
end of rear (S) ell. Fenestration is irregular on this wall as a result of 1945 renovation. 
5 of 13. From SE looking NW. Two story wooden gallery lines the E side of the rear (S) ell. Windows 
of main block visible at right. 
6 of 13. N (primary) façade from N looking S. Detail of Federal style front door with 6 light transom 
and 5 lights on either side. The door originally opened onto a two story entry porch, one bay wide. 
7 of 13. From near SW looking NE. View from first floor of two story wooden rear gallery looking 
toward S wall of E half of the main block. 
8 of 13. Detail of second floor door on rear gallery, from near SE looking NW. Door is appropriate for 
the period of the house and may be original. Nine light window in upper half, paired recessed panels 
below. 
9 of 13. East parlor, first floor, main block. From SW looking NE. Typical interior aspect of the 
windows, wall cornice and fireplace mantle. 
10 of 13. W parlor, first floor, main block. From E looking W toward fireplace wall. Typical trim on 
window and close. Marble mantle dating from 1880 was installed in 1945 replacing the original wood 
mantle. 
11 of 13. From NW to SE. Second floor, E bedroom in main block. View of typical original finish in 
closet doors, fireplace mantle and window trim. Second floor windows lack the paneling from floor to 
sill found on the first floor original windows. Closets are comparable to those of the first floor. 
12 of 13. From S, looking N. View of central hallway, first floor. Federal style doorway has a 6 light 
transom and 5 flanking lights on each side. Original stairway is in excellent condition. 
13 of 13. Interior detail of original rim lock with porcelain knob. Recessed panels on door are framed 
with wood molding. 






























