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[T NAME

COMMONMN:

Fletcher, Thomas C., House

AND/OR HISTORIC:

i
{2 LOCATION .~ = i
STREET AND NUMBER:
Elm Street, between First and Second streets
CITY OR TOWN: CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT: | (Jth
Hillsboro The Hon. William D. Burlison
STATE CODE |COUNTY: CODE
Missouri 63050 29 Jefferson 99
CATEGORY ACCESSIBLE
(Check One) OWNERSHIP : STATUS TO THE PUBLIC
{7] District K1 Building [J Public Public Acquisition: * 7] Occupied Yes:
[} Site [ Structure X1 Private {13 In Process 1 Unoccupied K] Resticted
] Objec: ] Bath bﬁ Being Considered [ Preservation waork (] Unrestricted
in progress E:‘ No
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7] Entertainment ] Museum [} Scientific

PROPERTY.

S NAME: n
- N = 1
Jefferson Heritage and Landmarks Corporation = 2
STREET AND NUMBER: 8 m
One Thurman Court =
CITY OR TOWN: STATE: ~TODF =l
Hillsboro o Missouri 63050
FLEGALDESCRIPTION - 0 i 0 o0 a ;
COURTHOWSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, £TC: % 8
Office of Recorder of Deeds, Jefferson County Courthouse g
STREET AND NUMBER: o 3
- 3 -
CITY OR TOWN: STATE CCDE g
Hillsboro Missouri 63050 29
TITLE OF SURVEY! 2
1. Missouri Historic Sites Cataloque 3w
DATE OF SURVEY: ]963 [ Federal §{) State O Ceunty ] Loeal ; %
DEPGHMTORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS! § %
State Historical Society of Missoyri nlc
STREET AND NUMBER: . m
Corner, Hitt and Lowry streets 2
CITY OR TOWN: STATE: CODE :
Columbia Missouri 65201 29 g
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7. DESCRIPTION. ~ - ./

(Check One)
[ Excelent [ Good ¥ Fair [[] Deteriorated [] Ruins [} Unexposed
CONDITION
(Check One) {Chock Ones)
X) Alterad [ Unaitered [[] Moved K] Original Site

DESCRIBE THE FPRESENT AND ORIGINAL {If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Thomas C. Fletcher House is located on the west side of Elm Street,
between First and Second streets in Hillsboro, Missouri. The initial log
portions were constructed in the early 1850s, and subsequent frame additions
have increased its size. It now measures approximately 39 feet on the east
side (main facade)}, 40 feet on the south, 46 feet on the west side (rear),
and 41 feet on the north.

EXTERIOR: A limestone walk runs from the street to a small concrete slab
near the front door. Original limestone foundations support the two oldest
sections (south side) of the building, and concrete blocks provide the
foundation for a small, frame addition on the southeast corner. Other than
a small, fruit cellar beneath the rear section, there are no major storage
areas under the house.

The main block (the oldest section) is two stories and faces east toward the
street; it has three bays--windows on the first story are covered by galvan-
ized sheet metal. This section has four original six-over-six light
windows. A newer one-story addition connected to the north also has three
bays and similar windows. The shutters around the front windows and similar
windows on the adjacent frame annex and a small porch with a canopy that pro-
tected the front door (main facade) have been removed.

In 1851, Thomas C. Fletcher constructed a large, two-story cabin (now the
front area) for his new wife, and two years later, the rear cabin was built.
The two cabins were separated by an open area, later enclosed. These two
cahins are of log construction, now covered with wood siding painted white.
Two other frame annexes to the north as well as a porch on the northwest
~and a small addition on the southeast {mentioned above) demonstrate that
much change has occurred at the Fletcher House. In actuality, this “house"
1 consists of four separate units connected by doorways and closed-in areas.
There are four gables, and the various roofs are protected with tin and
other material.

INTERIOR: While the present building has a rectangular plan, the original

two cahins make up a "T" floor plan. There are six rooms on the first

{ floor and one room on the second. The floors are constructed of wide
boards held together by wood pegs.

The first-story ceilings are 8' 10" high, and the second story has a 7' 2"
ceiling height, An "L" stairway that has a left turn near the top connects
the two levels. A closet has been built beneath the steps. There are

three fireplaces--one in the front room {east side) that is blocked and two
in the frame annexes to the north, Only one fireplace in this area has a
mantle and is open; it is located in the addition adjacent to the main
block. On the northwest, one room has a brick chimney, and another chimney
is located in the older log section to the rear (west). The newer rooms are
a step or two (depending which door one enters) below the older cabins.
Plaster has fallen from the ceiling in the rear cabin.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANGCE

The Thomas C. Fletcher House is believed to be the only extant dwelling of
Missouri's first Republican governor, the first native-born Missourian
elected governor, and also the youngest individual (up to that time) to
hold that high office. The structure is one of the oldest in the Hills-
boro area. It clearly demonstrates the resourceful manner in which mid-
nineteenth-century Missourians met the needs of their expanding families.

Fletcher's Tife typified the mobility and opportunity found in nineteenth-
century Missouri. His parents, Clement B. and Margaret (both descendents
of early colonial families), had emigrated from Maryland to the Missouri
Territory in 1818. Thomas was born at Herculaneum, a small village in the
Lead Belt, on January 22, 1827. Following a common school education, he
began working in the Jefferson County Circuit Clerk's Office at age seven-
teen. On May 25, 1846, he was appointed Deputy Circuit Clerk, and three
years later, the twenty-two year old apprentice was elected Circuit Clerk.
He married Mary Clara Honey in 1851 and was admitted to the bar about five
years later. Before the 1850s ended, the Southwest Branch of the Pacific
Railroad appointed him its land agent. In order to fulfill these new
duties, the Fletcher family {two children included) moved to St. Louis for
a period. Meanwhile, the enterprising attorney helped plot the site OT
DeSoto, another community in Jefferson County; he moved there in 1860,

The late 1850s denaoted a period of dramatic tensions on the political
scene. Originally Fletcher was a Democrat who supported Thomas Hart
Benton's political comeback attempt in 1856. The young Tawyer was a strong
and vocal opponent of the peculiar institution, although he came from a
slave-owning family. Following Benton's defeat in 1856, Fletcher joined
the newly organized Republican party. As a delegate to the 1?60 Chicago
Convention, he helped nominate Abraham Lincoln for President.

During the ensuing Civil War, Fletcher took an active role on the military

~ front. Beginning as a militia appointee in St. Louis, he raised a regi-
ment, fought at Vicksburg and Chattanocoga, and rose to Brevet Brigadier
General. While attached to General William T. Sherman's command, Fletcher
received the Radical Republican nomination for Missouri governor in 1864.
Despite his absence from_the state political scene, he handily defeated
the Democratic opponent.3 The young military hero served a four-year term
(1865-1869),
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GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY
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NMAME AND TITLE:
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State Historical Survey and Planning Office

DATE

July 30, 1974

STREET AND NUMBER:

P. 0. Box 176
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_Jdefferson City
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COoDE

Missouri 65101

AISON OFFICER CERTIFICATIO

NATIONAL REGISTER VERH

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-

in the National Register and certify that it has been

level of sighificance of this nomination is:
Natlonal [ State [X] Liocal (]

Name

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
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forth by the National Park Service. The recommended

James L. Wilson

Title Director, Department of Natural

Resources, and State Historic
Preservation Qfficer

Date

[ hereby certify that this property is included in the

Neational Register.

Director, Olfice of Archeclogy and Historic Presurvation
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Keeper of The National Register

Date
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Farm 10-300a UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE
(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVYICE M-issour-i

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORICPLACES |counTy

INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM Jefferson
FOR NP$ USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER DATE

{Continuation Sheet)

(Numbar all entries)

7. #1 FLETCHER, THOMAS C., HOUSE

SITE: The Fletcher House is situated on a two-thirds acre plot in a
quiet residential netghborhood. An old barn and a well are to the rear
of the house. A yard with numerous trees and bushes surrounds the
house and a two-foot high stone wall denotes the property line to the
north.
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Form 10-300e UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERICR STATE
1 (uly 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Missouri
i NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES |[COUNTY
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM Jefferson
FOR NP$ USE ONLY
ENTRY NUMBER DATE

{Continuation Sheet)

(Numbeor all entries)

8. #1 FLETCHER, THOMAS C., HOUSE

Governor Fletcher administered the state in a period of vast and rapid
change; the 1ate 1860s marked the era of Radical Reconstruction. An
old way of 1ife died as Missouri tried to heal the wounds of the bitter
Civil War. Probably the most noteworthy achievement of the Fletcher
years was the permanent abolition of slavery on January 11, 1865. The
previous 1863 Emancipation Proclamation cnly freed those bondsmen held
in areas in direct rebellion against the federal government. To its
credit, Missouri became the first slave state to repudiate forever the
institution on a voluntary basis. Once the sTaves attained their free-
dom, Radical Republican Fletcher supported the franchise and other
basic civil rights for these people. Later historians have given him
high marks for his stand on Negro suffrage. 1In addition to its assis-
tance to the blacks, the Fletcher administration sought to answer other
pressing issues: amnesty, patronage, pualic disposal of bankrupt rail-
roads, and public school reorganization. »

Upon the conclusion of the gubernatorial term in Jefferson City, the

former chief executive resumed a profitable law career in St. Louis.

Motivated by business opportunities, he moved to Washington, D.C., in
1890 where he died nine years later.

Regarding the Fletcher House in Hillsboro, the young attorney built a
two-room cabin for his new wife in 1851. The original home consisted
of a 1iving area on the first floor and a single bedroom upstairs,

About two years later, he constructed a second cabin separated by an
open area to the rear of the first. When Fletcher relocated in St.
Louis, he sold the home to his brother-in-law, E. T. Honey, who, more
than 1ikely, made further additions to the house. It remained in the
Honey family until 1920 when it was sold to the late Ware Evans, a local
pub]icsofficial. Other individuals have owned the house in more recent
years.

During the past several years, the Jefferson Heritage and Landmarks Cor-
poration has worked diligently to preserve this historic property. The
organization bought the home in 1972, and in December, 1973, reached an
agreement with the Jefferson County Park and Recreation Commission to
restore the property when adequate financial assistance could be guar-
anteed.b Placing this surviving building relating to Missouri's first
Republican and first native-born governor on the National Register of
Historic Places will do much to bolster grass roots preservation in a
county that is experiencing rapid and deleterious urbanization.

The Thomas C. Fletcher House is being nominated to the National Register
of Historic Places as an example of the Political Affairs theme in

Missouri history.
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8.
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#2 FLETCHER, THOMAS C., HOUSE

FOOTNOTES

Clarence H. McClure, "Thomas C. Fletcher," Dictionary of American
Biography, eds. Allen Johnson and Dumas Malone, VI (New York:
Charles Scribner's Sons, 1931), 468.

John H. Reppy, "Thomas Clement Fletcher," The Messages and Procla-
mations of the Governors of the State of Missouri, eds. Grace Gil-
more Avery and Floyd C. Shoemaker, IV (Columbia: State Historical
Society of Missouri, 1924), 45,

Ibid., 46-51.

McClure, "Fletcher," 468; and William E. Parrish, A History of
Missouri, TII (Columbia, Missouri: University of Missouri Press,
1973), 144, 147, 150, 235-236.

Daily MNews-Democrat[Festus, Missouri], December 12, 1950, 6.

Statement by Jeremiah Nixon, a Hillsboro attorney and President
of the Jefferson Heritage and Landmarks Corporation, personal
interivew, May 17, 1974; and DeSoto[Missouri]Jdefferson Republic,
December 20, 1973, 1.

GPO 921-724




e

Form 10-300q UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE ., .
Uuly 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Missouri

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES |GOuUNTY

Jefferson
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER CATE

{Continuation Sheet)

{(Number all entriea)

9. #1 FLETCHER, THOMAS.C., HOUSE
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Southern History Company, 1899.

5. McClure, Clarence H. "“Thomas C. Fletcher," Dictionary of American
Biography, eds. Allen Johnson and Dumas Malone. VI. New York:
| Charles Scribner's Sons, 1937,

6. Nixon, Jeremiah. Personal interview. May 17, 1974.

7. Parrish, William E. A History of Missouri, ITI. Columbia,
Missouri: University of Missouri Press, 1973.
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(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map)

1. NAME
COMMON AND/GR HISTORIC NUMERIC CODE (Assigned by NPS)

Fletcher, Thomas C., House

2. LOCATION
STATE COUNTY TOWN
Missouri 63050 Jefferson Hillsboro

STREET AND NUMBER

ETm Street, between First and Second streets

3. MAP REFERENCE
SOURCE DATE SCALE

U.S.G.S. 7.5' Quadrangle .
"DeSoto” 1960 1:24,000

REQUIREMENTS: PRQPERTY BO0UNDARIES, WHERE REQUIRED, AND NORTH ARROW:
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