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This nomination of Emergency Conservation Work (E.C.W.) Architecture in Missouri state Parks
'(1933-1942), includes a total of eleven historic districts and thirty-two individual
properties, comprising a total of 247 buildings and ninety-five structures, located in
fourteen state parks and olle historic site. The resources, dispersed throughout the state of
Missouri, are linked by thl: following common characteristics:

1. They are part of the Missouri state park system.

2. They were constructed ioetween 1933 and 1942 by relief workers under the New Deal program
of Emergency Conservation Work (E.C.W.).

3. They share the qualities of ruggedness, simplicity, exquisite craftsmanship, and
integration with the natural landscape in the tradition of rustic park architecture, upheld by
the National Park Service in the years preceding World War II.

The resources selected (from a survey of approximately five hundred buildings and structures)
for nomination to the National Register of Historic Places exhibit a high degree of integrity
and convey a definite sense of the period of their construction, the era of the Great
Depression.
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During the Depression, thousands of federal relief workers engaged in construction projects ir
Missouri's park lands. Thf~ir labor and the influx of federal funding through New Deal
programs rPurred development of park facilities and boosted the fledgeling state park
movement. The National Park Service supervised all federally-funded construction projects,
which were designated under the umbrella label of Emergency Conservation Work (E.C.W.). State
park buildings and structures, constructed by relief workers, were an important expression of
the Nationa~ Park Service rustic architecture movement, which peaked in the years of the Great
Depression.

The rustic style of park architecture drew upon numerous folk and high-style traditions.
Vernacular influences included those of the pioneer log cabin, the New England salt-box, the
English half-timbered cottage, and the arched stone bridge of antiquity. Important high-style
influences were the mid-nineteenth century work of Andrew Jackson Downing, who emphasized the
picturesque qualities of a:~chitecture and the harmony of buildings with their natural
setting. H. H. Richardson and Frederick Law Olmsted, Sr. contributed ideas 09 the use of
natural materials and the connection between architecture and the landscape. Another
late-n!neteenth century influence was that of the Adirondack school with its "camp beautiful"
ideal.

The plans, specifications, and philosophical tenets presented by the National Park Service in
its 1935 publication Park structures and Facilities (revised and reissued in 1938) set forth
the basic style of construction. In stating the ideals of rustic architecture, Albert H.
Good, architectural constultant for the National Park Service, wrote:

Successfully handled, it is a style which, through the use of
native materials in proper scale and through the avoidance of
severely straight lines and over-sophistication, gives the
feeling of having been executed by pioneer craftsmen with
limited hand tools. It thus aC9ieves sympathy with natural
surroundings and with the past.

Good went on to explain that park structures should blend in with and not intrude upon the
environment. Colors such as warm browns should be used to subordinate the structures to their
settings. Horizontal lines and low silhouettes would achieve the same end. Building
materials should have the qualities of ruggedness, durability, practicality, and 'nativeness'
in orde~ to create the impression of the building as a natural outgrowth of the park
itself.

At a meeting in st. Louis in May of 1935, federal and state architects and planners discussed
the principles to be employed in development of state parks. Richard E. Bishop, in a
discussion of architectural design, cited location of each building as the most important
consideration and emphasized the need for careful preliminary planning. In general, he
stated, most park buildin9s should be relatively inconspicuous. "Simplicity in design," he
said, "Is a rule that we ~.hould seldom violate." Selection of styles should reflect the
historic, scenic, and recreational values of the parks. Construction was to be
"straightforward," with no "faking." He specifically rejected modern, or "ultra-modern,"
designs and insisted that all park structures be harmonious with their settings.7
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The Depression Era structures erected by relief workers in Missouri's state parks reflected
these National" Park Servic:3 principles. In general, the park buildings were small-scale
single-story edifices, designed to blend into the natural landscape. The materials most
frequently used were native stone and timber. Modern materials, such as poured concrete, wher
used, were often camouflaged with stone facings. Decorative details reflected the features
and themes of individual parks. Local variations in materials and workmanship tended to
enhance, rather than detract from the common characteristics of ruggedness, simplicity, and
integration with the environment.

Enrollees in an average of nine CCC camps per year, numbering approximately two hundred men
per camp, made structural improvements in a total of fourteen areas that are now state parks.
Other laborers under the Works Projects Administration erected many structures at Montserrat
Recreational Demonstration Area (now Knob Noster Sate Park) and Arrow Rock State Historic
Site, in addition to assisting in or completing many CCC projects. CCC and WPA improvements
on state park lands included entrance gates, signs, wells, retaining walls, trail steps,
bridges curbing, dams and spillways, outdoor fireplaces, concession buildings, administration
buildings, shelters and recreation buildings, lookout towers and overlooks, bathhouses and
swimming pools, restrooms, cabins, custodians' residences, service buildings, stables and
wellhouses.

Entrance structures took a variety of forms, from stone wing walls flanking the park road to
contact stations on the right hand side of the road to contact stations on both sides of the
road. The original entrance portals at Knob Noster State Park (formerly Montserrat
Recreational Demonstration Area) consist of stone retaining walls enclosing a drainage ditch
and impressive stone wing walls on either side of the park entrance road. The entrance to Dr,
Edmund J. Babler Memorial Park features stone wing walls at the intersection of the highway
and the park entrance roael as well as a contact station (now in an altered state) on the righ1
hand side of the park roael. Contact stations located on the right hand side of park roads
varied from the simple three-sided log shelter at Lake of the Ozarks State Park (formerly Lakl
of the Ozarks Recreational Demonstration Area) to the stone cottage, which now serves as a
museum, at Washington State Park. At Sam A. Baker State Park, relief workers built contact
stations in the form of small-scale English half-timbered gatehouses, on both sides of the
park road.

A prominent building in many of the parks laid out in the 1930's was the central dining
lodge. These buildings WE~re on a grander scale and much more conspicuous than other park
structures. Construction was generally of native stone with massive fireplaces and chimneys.
Rustic interiors featured hewn wooden mantels, stone interior walls, and exposed beams. The
"Black Lodge" at Sam A. Baker State Park took its name from the native blue granite used in
its construction. Bennett Spring State Park features a rambling CCC-built dining lodge that
retains many original interior details, including decorative chandeliers with a trout motif.
At Washington State Park, the beautiful dining lodge displays in both exterior ard interior
details the thunderbird symbol derived from the Indian petroglyphs that are a central theme o'
the park. The three-story lodge built by the WPA at Roaring River State Park is unique in
that it originally served as a hotel.
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Rustic picnic shelters are.. ubiquitous in Missouri's Depression Era parks. Typical of these is
the small rectangular framl~ shelter at Van Meter State Park, measuring 40 I X 20', open on the
sides, with two stone fireplaces in the enclosed ends. Variations on this rectangular type of
shelter exist in the log shelter at Roaring River State Park and the stone shelters at Montauk
State Park, Arrow Rock State Historic Site, and Lake of the Ozarks State Park. An interesting
stone shelter with a cruciform plan survives in the Alta Area at Dr. Edmund A. Babler Memorial
State Park. The T-shaped stone shelter in Buzzard's Roose picnic area is virtually the only
reminder of the CCC presence at Mark Twain State Park, and a rectangular stone shelter with a
single fireplace and three open sides is the sole survivor of CCC efforts at Lewis and Clark
State Park.

The Rain Shelter, previously mentioned, at Lake of the Ozarks State Park is a
twentieth-century version of the t§aditional Adirondack shelter erected by early hunters and
woodsmen of the eastern mountains. Enclosed on three sides with a roof that slopes to the
rear and an overhang in front, these shelters appear also on a mountainous trail at Sam A.
Baker State Park. The three shelters at Baker are of rough stone with stone fireplaces and
rustic benches of hewn logs.

Lookout shelters of wood and stone are among the most dramatic examples of the Depression Era
legacy. Of particular merit is the octagonal lookout tower at Meramec State Park,which was
highlighted in the 1935 National Park Service publication, Park Structures and
Facilities.9Another spectacular lookout shelter is the Hillside Shelter at Washington State
Park, which gives the impression of being a natural outcropping of rock on a craggy bluff.

Tourist cabins built by relief workers in the rustic mode have frequently been casualties of
the popular demand for modern air-conditioned facilities. Depression-Era cabin were generalI}
small, from one to three rooms, and lacked indoor toilet facilities. The original CCC-built
tourist cabins at Montauk State Park were tiny rustic structures with vertical siding of
bark-covered hewn timbers. After fire and termites had done their worst, only one cabin
remained, and that one has. been greatly altered. At Bennett Spring State Park, Montauk State
Park, and Roaring River St.ate Park, Depression Era cabins have fallen victim to disuse,
replacement, remodeling, sind natural disasters. However, a wonderful group of tourist cabins,
built jointly by CCC and WPA laborers, survives intact at Sam A. Baker State Park. The Baker
cabins are of two types. The earlier cabins, built by the CCC between 1933 and 1935, are of
stone construction with dE!corative details in native wood. The frame cabins built between
1936 and 1938 by the WPA are slightly larger and constructed in a much more frankly
utilitarian style.

Comfort stations and restrooms, though humble facilities, were carefully designed and
meticulously crafted. The National Park Service reviewed all plans for such structures.
Especially noteworthy are stone restrooms at Edmund A. Babler Memorial State Park, Bennett
Spring State Park, Roarin~1 River State Park, Knob Noster State Park (formerly Montserrat
Recreational Demonstration Area), and Washington State Park. The Comfort Station near the
dining lodge and cabins at Sam A. Baker State Park is an exceptionally luxurious facility witr
a large bay window in the ladies' lounge area. The following description, from the CCC Camp
newspaper, expressed the pride felt by the workers who erected this building:
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The structure, 34 x 14 feet, is of stone that has been taken
from this park. The roclf is of native split-oak shingles.
The entrances three in number are artistically designed. Two
of the entrances have a small porch-like structure with a bliBd
of sassafras lattice work that lends it a rustic appearance.

Park offices, administration buildings, and service buildings received the same careful
attention as other park structures. outstanding among park offices in Missouri state parks is
the hewn log structure at L.ake of the Ozarks. Also at Lake of the Ozarks is Missouri's finest
surviving CCC-constructed service court. Warehouses and garages tended to be of frame
construction and to follow standardized, utilitarian plans. Smaller utility buildings, such
as wellhouses, were often built of stone in a more picturesque manner. An especially fine
stone wellhouse now serves as the park office at Dr. Edmund A. Babler Memorial State Park.

Residences for park superintendents and custodians have generally not prevailed against the
demand for the modern convE!niences, which were not provided by the rustic Depression-Era
buildings. However, two flne stone residences are in existence at Sam A. Baker State Park and
Washington State Park. ThE! custodian1s dwelling, somewhat altered, at Bennett Spring State
Park will soon function as a housekeeping cabin for overnight guests.

•
One very significant development, which occurred in the federal Recreational Demonostration
Areas, was the construction of organized group camping facilities. Creation of these camps
was the result of a New Deal effort to provide opportunities for underpriveleged urban
youngsters to enjoy being outdoors in a wilderness setting. Remnants of several of these
camps exist in Missouri state parks, and three group camps have survived intact, despite con
tinuing heavy usage and pressure for modilnization. The most salient common characteristic of
'these facilities was "decentralization". In constrast to the military barracks-style
quarters of earlier and later periods, these Depression-Era camps featured small, primitive
sleeping cabins grouped in villages or units and separated from the central service
buildings. Other characteristics of these facilities were simple yet picturesque
architectural designs representing variations on standard plans for such universal camp
buildings as dining halls, recreation buildings, latrines, and camp offices. The three nearly
pristine examples of group camping facilities, that remain in Missouri state parks are Camp
Sherwood Forest at Cuivre Hiver State Park (formerly Cuivre River Recreational Demonstration
Area), Camp Shawnee at Knob Noster State Park (formerly Montserrat Recreational Demonstration
Area), and Camp Pin Oak at Lake of the Ozarks State Park (formerly Lake of the Ozarks
Recreational Demonstration Area).

In addition to park buildings and group camps, relief workers built roads and dams, laid out
hiking trails, installed water and sewer systems, and made many other improvements on state
park lands. The National Park Service upheld very strict standards for landscape
architecture. The cardinal rule wasl~hat, to the greatest extent possible, the natural
environment must remain undisturbed. Roads and trails were to serve the single purpose
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of allowing park users to move from one place to another in order to enjoy the natural beauty
of the park. In constructing the wide curving lanes at Babler and the narrower, less
conspicuous roads at Sam A.. Baker and Lake of the Ozarks, relief workers showed great respect
for the landscape. Ditch dams,curbing and guttering of native stone enhanced the beauty of
these park roads. The Mudlick Trail at Sam A. Baker is an excellent example of an
inconspicuous trail that leads the hiker up the side of a steep mountain to points of
observation of a spectacular view. Equally dramatic, although with more obvious man-made
elements, are the 1,000 StE~PS Trail at Washington State Park and Deer Leap Trail at Roaring
River State Park.

One characteristic structure that appears in many Missouri parks is the arched bridge of
concrete and stone. These bridges exemplify the use of modern materials in structures of
rustic appearance and desi!~n. The construction method was, as follows:

First a concrete vault ()ne or two feet thick and 20 to 30 feet
wide would be constructl~d spanning the obstacle in question.
Then rustic stone walls would be eristed on each side of the
concrete vault to simulate an arch.

Bridges of one, two, or th:ree arches appear with frequency in Missouri's state parks. In
Crowder State Park, a small stone bridge with a single arch remains the only surviving example
of CCC construction. Of particular beauty and grace are the triple-arched spans at Arrow Rock
State Historic Site and Bennett Spring State Park.

Conspicuously absent from most of the parks included in this nomination are the original CCC
encampments, the barracks, mess halls, and recreation buildings that housed the young
enrollees engaged in parkjevelopment projects. These encampments were considered temporary
shelters and were routinely razed when the CCC moved out of an area. In Missouri, a few of
the officers' barracks remain at Bennett Spring State Park and in a highly altered condition
at Meramec State Park. The four remaining barracks at Roaring River State Park were schedule
for demolition in 1919, when citizens' groups protested and managed to save the buildings for
use as a youth camp. Camp Smokey, as it is now called, has great historical value and is
an important complement to the more ornamental structures in the legacy of New Deal
architecture in Missouri state parks.

Survey Methodology

The survey for this nomination resulted from a recognition on the part of Mr. John Karel,
Director of the Missouri Division of Parks and Historic Preservation, of the crucial role
played by New Deal relief workers in the development of Missouri's state parks. The survey
began with a search through in-house archives of the Division of Parks and Historic
Preservation. Other major sources of information included building inventory data sheets in
the files of the Division, archaeological survey data collected by parks archaeologist Larry
Grantham, and interviews with park employees, former park employees, and members of the
National Association of cec Alumni. In July 1984, James M. Denny and Bonnie Wright examined
National Park Service reccrds on file at the National Archives and Records Service in
Washington, D.C.

.,/
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Field investigations included on-site inspections of properties in fifteen state parks and one
state historic site in whi(:h New Deal relief workers had been involved in construction
projects. Excluded from the survey were areas such as Big Spring State Park, which is now
under federal supervision as part of the Ozark National Scenic Riverways, and other properties
now under the administration of the Missouri Department of Conservation. Also excluded were
numerous CCC and WPA projects in municipal parks and rural areas outside the state park
system.

The intensive two-year survey, initiated in June 1982, utilized the results of preliminary
partial surveys by Steve B:rewer and Jean O'Brien. Principal participants in the survey effort
were Judith Deel and at a later date, Bonnie Wright, both of whom are employed as cultural
resource preservationists by the Missouri Division of Parks and Historic Preservation.
Guidance was provided by James M. Denny, chief of the Division's nomination section and authoI
of Item 8. Division staff members Lee Gilleard and Larry Grantham prepared all the maps
submitted with this nomination. Another staff member Joetta Davis-Smith was active in
research, field work and final preparation of the nomination. Booker Rucker,
director of the Historic Preservation Program, and John Karel, director of the Division of
Parks and Historic Preservation, were the driving forces behind the investigation.

During the course of the investigation, researchers photographed more than 480 buildings and
structures built by relief workers between 1934 and 1942. By 1982, many park buildings of the
Depression Era had already been destroyed. Among the losses were several large group camping
facilities at Lake of the Ozarks State Park, Cuivre River State Park, and Knob Noster State
Park. The demand for modernization within the park system had already resulted in the drastic
alteration of many CCC and WPA structures. This process continued during the course of the
survey, but has been abated, due to a heightened awareness of the historic value of these
buildings. In Meramec State Park, plans are going forward to relocate several CCC buildings
in order to save them from demolition when a new highway and a new bridge are
constructed. Identification of historic properties through this survey has resulted in the
modification of on-going park development projects. It is hoped that recognition of these
properties will have a positive and lasting impact on park development policies.

Eliminated from consideration for nomination were buildings and structures that had been or
would be relocated, remodeled, or drastically altered. Ruins and archaeological sites were
not considered. Also eliminated were several buildings planned and initiated with CCC labor,
but completed with contract labor after Work War II. The only surviving CCC building in
Pershing State Park fell i.nto this latter category, eliminating the park from the nomination.
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Included in the nomination are eleven historic districts and 32 individual properties,
comprising a total of 247 tluildings and 95 structures, located in fourteen state parks and one
state historic site. For the sake of clarity, the district and site data and supporting
documentation have been arranged under the names of the parks in alphabetical order. A brief
introduction, giving basic descriptive information and historical background, has been
included with the data for each park. The following is a digest of this information,
identifying districts and properties associated with each park and historic site:

Arrow Rock State Historic Site
Located in Saline County, J~rrow Rock State Historic Site includes the village of Arrow Rock,
the George Caleb Bingham Home and a recreational area south of the village. WPA workers were
active there between 1934 and 1937. Properties nominated are the stone bridge, the lookout
shelter, the open picnic shelter, and the grave shelter.

Bennett Spring State Park

Bennett Spring State Park Is located twelve miles west of Lebanon in Dallas and Laclede
counties. There was a CCC camp in the park between 1933 and 1937. Nominated in this park is
one historic district, the Bennett Spring Hatchery-Lodge Area Historic District, and one
non-contiguous site on whil~h are located the shelter house and water gauge station.

Crowder State Park
Crowder State Park is located two miles west of Trenton in Grundy County. A CCC company was
active in the park from 1939 to 1942. Only one structure, a stone bridge, is nominated in
this park.

Cuivre River State Park
Cuivre River State Park was established in the 1930's as the federally-funded Cuivre River
Recreational Demonstration Area. There was a CCC camp in the area between 1935 and 1938. A WPA
transient camp also functioned in the area between 1934 and 1942. This park contains two
historic districts, the Cuiver River State Park Administrative Area Historic District and the
Camp Sherwood Forest Historic District.

Dr. Edmund A. Babler Memorial State Park
Dr. Edmund A. Babler Memorial State Park is located in st. Louis County, approximately
thirty-two miles from donwtown st. Louis. Between 1935 and 1942, there were two CCC camps in
the park. CCC enrollees, with assistance from WPA workers, were principally responsible for
the development of this park. The park has been nominated as a historic district.
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Knob Noster State Park
Knob Noster State Park came! into existence in the 1930's as Montserrat Federal Recreational
Demonstration Area. WPA wClrkers played a crucial role in developing this park between 1938
and 1941. This park contains one historic district, the Camp Shawnee Historic District, and
four non-contiguous sites: the entrance portals, the bridge on the entrance road, the
warehouse and repair shop, the spillway at Lake Buteo, and the rock bath house.

Lake of the Ozarks State P~rrk

Lake of the Ozarks State P~lJM< was established in the 1930's as Lake of the Ozarks Recreational
Demonstration Area. Between 1934 and 1939, there were three CCC camps were active in the
area. Nominated in this park are three historic districts: the Lake of the Ozarks State
Park/Highway 134 Historic District, the Camp Pin Oak Historic District, and the Camp Hawthorne
Central Area District. Also nominated are five non-contiguous sites: the recreation hall at
Camp Clover Point, the recreation hall at Camp Rising Sun, the garage/warehouse in Kaiser
Area, the shelter house at McCubbin Point, and the Rising Sun shelter.

Lewis and Clark State Park
Lewis and Clark State Park is located on the shores of Sugar Lake in Buchanan County. A CCC
company was active there bl~tween 1933 and 1934. Nominated in this park is the open picnic
shelter.

Mark Twain State Park
Mark Twain State Park is located in Monroe County. An all-black CCC company was active in the
park between 1939 and 1942. Nominated in this park is the picnic shelter in the Buzzard's
Roost area.

Meramec State Park
Meramec State Park is located in Franklin County, approximately sixty-five miles southwest of
st. Louis. There was a CCC camp in this park between 1933 and 1935. Nominated in the park
are the stone pumphouse, the shelter house on the Lodge Trail, and the stone observation
tower.

Montauk State Park
Montauk State Park is located in the southern portion of Dent County, twenty-one miles
southwest of Salem. There was a CCC camp in the park between 1933 and 1935. Nominated in
this park are the old mill, the old shelter and footbridge, and the dam and spillway near the
fish hatchery.

Roaring River State Park
Roaring River State Park is located seven miles south of Cassville in Barry County. There was
an active CCC camp in the park between 1933 and 1939. The park contains the only remaining
CCC officers'compound in the state park system. This compound has been nominated as the Camp
Smokey/Company 1713 Historic District. Also nominated are the following non-contiguous sites:
Deer Leap Trail, the lodge, the clubhouse, the honeymoon cottage, the log shelter and stone
restroom, and the dam/spillway near the fish hatchery.
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Sam A. Baker State Park
Sam A. Baker State Park is.located in Wayne County in the st. Francois Mountains. CCC
enrollees set up camp in the park in June 1933 and were active there until October 1935. After
1935, WPA workers completed many of the CCC projects. Because relief workers were largely
reponsible for developing this ruggedly beautiful state park, the park has been nominated as a
historic district.

Van Meter State Park
Van Meter State Park is located approximately twelve miles northwest of Marshall in Saline
County. There was an active CCC camp in the park between 1934 and 1935. Nominated in this
park are the large shelter house and the small shelter house in the Walnut Grove area.

Washington State Park
washington State Park is located approximately fourteen miles northeast of Potosi in
Washington County. An all·-black CCC company was active in the park from 1934 to 1939. Because
CCC enrollees were pimarily responsible for development of this park, within its original 1932
boundaries, the park has bl~en nominated as a historic district.

Footnotes

IPerry Merrill, Roosevelt's Forest Army: A History of the Civilian Conservation Corps
(Montpelier, vt., 1981), pp. 144-146.

2National Park Servic 1=, Western Regional Office, Cultural Resource Management, National
Park Service Rustic Architecture 1916-1942 (February 1977), p. 9l.

3Ibid., p. 3.
4Mary Mix Foley, The American House (New York: Harper &Row, 1980), p. 57.
5Albert H. Good, Park and Recreation Structures (Washington, D.C.: Government Printing
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6Ibid., pp. 6-7.
7National Park Service, Meeting of Fifth Regional Staff State Park Conservation Work,

Inspectors Land Program Personnel (st. Louis, Mo., May 1935), p. 67.
8Albert H. Good, Park Structures and Facilities (Rahwey, N.J., 1935), pp. 114-115.
9Ibid., p. 154. ----
10~Spirit of 740, June 15, 1935, p. 1.
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~Cllnl Cl ans •
Statement of Significance (in o.le paragraph)

The Emergency Conservation-Work resources of the Missouri state Park System are
exceptionally, significant under criteria A and C to wit: that they were associated with
the programs of the New Deal that made an exceptionally significant contribution to broad
patterns of recent history; and that they possess high artistic values ,having the
distinctive characteristics of park rustic architecture, a major expression of recreation
construction in national and state parks from 1916 to 1942. The areas of significance are
as follows:

Politics/Government-Social/Humanitarian Recreation (Part 1):

New Deal reform and relief measures not only provided relief to the unemployed but also
had a pervasive effect on the built environment. The Emergency Conservation Work Act of
1933, which created the Civilian Conservation Corps, was a New Deal program that had an
important humanitarian influence on unemployed young men and also resulted in lasting
improvements in the form of reforestation, erosion control and the development of state
and national parks. The state of Missouri benefitted greatly from E.C.W. activities
within its borders.

Politic/Government-Recreation (Part 2):

E.C.W. activities greatly accelerated the development of national and state parks through
forest fire protection, extensive construction activities, reforestation and erosion
control, roadside improvemBnt and the restoration of historic sites and buildings.

Politics/Government-Recreation (Part III):

E.C.W. activities had an e;(ceptionally significant influence on the development of the
Missouri State Park System.. During the E.C.W. period, 1933-1942, the majority of state
park funding came from fedl~ral sources making possible the nearly doubling of state park
acreage and an extensive building campaign which made improvements to most state parks,
some of which were completely developed under the E.C.W. programs. The impact of these
funds for recreational devl~lopment changed the nature of the state park system from a
wildlife orientation to a :~ecreational one. This resulted in the reorganization of
1936-37 which separated thl~ two functions into different agencies. Furthermore, E.C.W.
funds made possible the preparation of a state parks master plan to chart the long range
development of the state park system. The New Deal thus left a stronger state park system
than it found, reorganized to reflect its newly defined mission, which was laying plans
for its future development.

Architecture/Landscape Architecture:

E.C.W. activities resulted in the building of numerous park structures which possess
exceptional significance to the devlopment of 20th century park architecture. There are
two reasons for this. The first is because the National Park Service strictly supervised
all park construction activities in accordance with a well defined concept of rustic
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architecture that had develcped during the 1920's and early 1930's, based on an approach
calling for overall park plslnning directed by professional technicians. An examination of
a 1935 meeting of the fifth region of NPS supervisors and inspectors, shows the detailed
and close supervision of stslte parks work by NPS, and the adherence to the tenets of
rustic architecture. The se:cond reason is that NPS designs were executed by the large
labor intensive crews of the! CCC and WPA under close supervision. This made possible the
large amount of stone and timber construction work in the park system. Not only was the
work extensive, but also of high quality. This is particularly reflected by the inclusion
of several Missouri examples in a 1938 NPS publication, Park and Recreation Structures.
State park E.C.W. work was Cl major culmination of the NPS rustic architecture movement
that played its part in creating the conservative image of modern parks •

•
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The purpose of this nomination is to recognize on the National Register of Historic Places
resources erected by New DI~al Emergency Conservation Work (E.C.W.) programs in Missouri
state Parks, and in three federal Recreational Demonstration Areas that would become state
Parks, during the period 1933-1942. The decision to so recognize these resources was
prompted by two considerations: First, the New Deal period with its infusion of funds,
guidance, and personnel ha(j a pervasive influence on the development of the Missouri State
Parks System. Through its influence, not only did the system experience a great
expansion, but it also changed in character and mission, which culminated in the
reorganization of 1936-1937. Second, the building activity that resulted from the New
Deal activity was of a high and distinctive quality, reflective of the "rustic
architecture" design philosophy of the National Park Service which supervised building
activity in state parks, and of the well supervised, labor intensive construction carried
out by CCC and WPA crews using locally obtained materials worked on the site. Because of
these two factors, the 342 resources deemed register worthy which survive from that
period, bear the distinctive stamp of their era, and represent some of the best
construction achieved during the sixty-seven year history of the Missouri State Parks
System. Because the on-going development needs of the growing state parks system,
continually impact resourc,es of the depression era, it was decided that these resources
should be evaluated according to National Register criteria as a first step toward
providing for maintenance schedules sensitive to their historic character. This
nomination will be an important tool in providing for the long term protection of E.C.W.
recources in the planning processes of the Missouri State Park System.

Because much of the construction occurred after 1934 and is therefore less than fifty
years old, it must be shown for National Register purposes to posess exceptional
importance, to be the product of major historical developments rather than minor trends,
to reflect lasting values, not passing whims. Scholarly research must be available to
substantiate the exceptional nature of the resource.

For this project, a variety of literature is available that can be used to establish the
exceptional importance of Emergency Conservation Work architecture in the Missouri State
Park System. The national context of the New Deal has, of course, been extensively
evaluated in several books which have clearly established it as a major epoch of modern
American history. The Civilian Conservation Corps has also received scholarly study that
has established its importance as a relief measure, but more significantly as a program
that produced lasting benefits to numerous conservation projects and state and federal
parks.
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The exceptional quality of the architecture produced by the New Deal Emergency
Conservation Work programa has been established primarily in National Park Service
publications. The design :standards for Emergency Conservation Work activities in Missouri
State Parks were defined by the National Park Service. Several publications, prepared
under the guidance of Albert Good during the 1930's revealed that design of park
structures was based on a >:arefully thought out commitment to deeply held principles.
These principles were set forth clearly, along with measured drawings and photographs.
The lasting value of the structures that these design principles produced is established
in a recent NPS study, National Park Service Rustic Architecture.

The evaluative context to establish the exceptional importance of New Deal E.C.W. programs
to the development of the state park system was generated from a variety of sources in the
Missouri State Park archives and in the National Archives. These sources included a 1938
State Park Master plan, several unpublished histories of the park system, minutes of a
regional Emergency Conservation Work staff meeting, construction reports thoroughly
documenting E.C.W. activities, correspondence, official state manuals and a numerous other
items. Added to these was a comprehensive field survey of existing work relief
resources. This total data base made it possible for the nominations staff to generate an
evaluation that clearly establishes that New Deal E.C.W. activities were of exceptional
significance to the development of the Missouri State Park System and its resources.

The essay that follows provides a more detailed analysis of the areas of significance into
which the construction activities of the New Deal E.C.W. programs in the Missouri State
Park system can be classified.

Politics/Government-Social/Humanitarian-Recreation (Part 1)
The New Deal was formulated as a response to the despair and privation of the Great
Depression. Under the leadership of President Franklin Delano Roosevelt a variety of
government programs were devised to address a broad spectrum of problems. Reforms were
enacted to stabilize the tlanking system, secure the right of collective bargaining,
regulate business, providE! for social security, meet housing needs, and stabalize
agriculture. To reduce the growing sense of national despair, a series of relief
measures, the "alphabetical" agencies, was developed. The CCC, CWA, FERA, WPA, AAA, FSA,
etc., not only provided re!lief to unemployed workers, farmers, minorities, etc., but it
also had a profound impact on the built environment. The WPA, for example, built or
improved 600,000 miles of roads, highways, and streets, built more than 116,000 bridges,
and constructed or reconstructed more than 110,000 buildings including public libraries,
schools, aU~itoriums, etc.. An average of 10 public buildings was built in each county in
the nation.
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One area where the New Deal exercised a profound influence was in the development of
national and state parks. ..Using the Civilian Conservation Corps and later the Civil Works
Administration (CWA) and the WPA (Works Progress Administration), hundreds of parks were
developed through landscaping and road work and by means of erecting a variety of service,
administrative, and recreational buildings and facilities. This infusion of funds and
manpower greatly accelerated the development of national and state park systems. This
aspect shall receive greater discussion in Parts 2 &3. Of more immediate concern is the
establishment of the CCC.

The CCC, which proved to bE! one of the most popular of the New Deal programs, was created
during the "first hundred days", period of New Deal legislative activity with passage of
the Emergency Conservation Work Act of 1933, and was finally disbanded during the early
years of WWII to divert resources to the war effort. Its purpose was twofold: to ease
the critical unemployment situation for America's young men, and to provide for the
conservation of the nation's devastated forest and soil resources. In one of history's
most impressive and mobilizations of men, materials, and transportation in a short period
of time, in just 37 days, 250,000 young men between the ages of 18 and 25, were in CCC
Camps. By 1935 a peak enrollment of 500,000 was reached. By the end of its nine-year
hist~ry over 3 million young men, including 250,000 WWI veterans, would enroll in the
CCC.

A portion of the enrollees' monthly wages were sent home to their families--a total that
came to $123 million in FY 1935-1936 alone. In addition to the skills acquired in the
various CCC activities, young men benefitted from exercise and the outdoors. Their
educational needs were als() provided for in a variety of courses offered after working
hours. Histories of the pl3riod often mention the renewed sense of hope for their futures
as well as that of the nat:lon, and the sense of pe3sonal pride that were instilled in the
lives of the young men who passed through the CCC.

If the value of the CCC as a relief agency was important, even more so were its
accomplishments. The main emphasis of the CCC was forest and soil conservation.
Seventy-five percent of all CCC camps (12,119 of a total of 16,953) were administered by
the Department of Agriculture, and of these more than half were alloted to activities in
national, state, and private forests. W.E. Leuchtenburg has observed that of all the
forest planting in the nat.ion's history, more than half was done by the CCC. They
constructed 3,470 fire tow1:3rs, laid 97,000 miles of roads, spent millions of man days
fighting forest fires. Under the direction of the Soil Conservation service, 20 million
acres were brought under erosion control. Because CCC Camps produced accomplishments of
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lasting value, and gave an economic boost to local areas, the CCC was, perhaps, the most
popular of all New Deal pr~lgrams. It performed a vital service in the conservation of the
national resources, helped develop its parks, and produced lasting benefits for its
enrollees. It marked the first attempt by the federal ~overnment to provide solutions for
the problems of youth in an increasingly urban society.

The state of Missouri profited greatly from CCC activity within its borders. By June 10,
1935, Missouri ranked 6th nationally in total numbers of camps, with a total of 88. The
average annual number of camps operating in Missouri during the CCC period was 41. Of
these 15 were alloted to national and state forests, while 28 were involved in soil
conservation activities. The 93,445 enrollees and 8,646 camp officers and supervisors
active in Missouri during the life of the CCC built 126 lookout towers, 47,118 erosion
control check dams, plante(j nearly 12 million trees to control erosion, and over 36
million for reforestation purposes. These activities were of profound importance to the
development of Missouri's subsequent forestry and erosion control programs. A total of
$71,127,000 ~as obligated ':0 Missouri while the dependents of enrollees were alloted
$24,174,443.

The accomplishments of the circa 9 camps active each year in Missouri parks shall be
discussed shortly in the third section.

Politics/Government-Recreation (Part 2)
Even if it was not the main thrust of the E.C.W. programs, their efforts had an
exceptionally significant impact on the development of national and state parks. Of the
initial 245 camp allotment to the Department of the Interior in 1933, 70 were allocated to
National Parks, 102 to state parks. In the following year those numbers rose to 102 and
263 respectivel~. At the peak in 1935, 475 CCC camps were at work in state parks, 115 in
national parks.

Conrad Wirth who was in charge of E.C.W. park activities in NPS, has stated that the
National Parks System benefitted immeasurably. The CCC constructed fire trails, lookout
towers and ranger cabins, and provided areas with the best fire protection in the history
of the service. The manpower and materials of the CCC led to the construction of many
administrative and public use facilities, and also to reforestation and erosion contrOl,
roadside improvement, and the restoration of historic sites and buildings. Wirth
considered that the CCC was not just a pick and shovel operat~on; it contributed
tremendously to the nation's thought on parks and recreation. The following table
summarizes in a concrete way the contribution of the CCC to National and State Parks:
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NATIONAL STATE PARKS
ITEM UNIT PARKS AND RELATED AREAS TOTAL

Bathhouses Number 13 152 165
Cabins Number 14 1,463 1,477
Large dams Number 0 197 197
Telephone lines Miles 1,850 1,707 3,557
Water lines Miles 188 635 823
Roads and truck trails Miles 2,186 5,246 7,432
Campground development Acres 5,310 11,587 16,897
Picnic ground development Acres 404 5,370 5,774
Fighting forest fir~s Man Days 250,000 408,276 658,276
Fire suppression Man days 414,000 436,823 850,823

In an address delivered at the dedication of the Dr. Edmund A. Babler State Park on
October 10, 1938, Department of Interior Secretary Harold L. Ickes noted that since the
National Park Service joinl~d hands with the states in 1933, state park acreage had
increased by 70 percent. This was the result of an unprecedented action: the
establishment for the first time of federal aid to state parks through which the National
Park Service provided technical assistance and administrative aid for both immediate park
improvements and long rangl~ planning. The E.C.W. programs were the vehicle for carrying
this agenda to fruition. Through them, the development of state parks received a
tremendous impetus. To carry out their supervisory role, the National Park Service
divided the county into administrative regions. A federal-state partnership was devised
whereby the NPS would provIde guidance and supervision through its staff of inspectors,
camp superintendents, and various techninicians and foremen, while the Department of Labor
handled the enrollee selection process. The camps, each consisting of approximately 200
enrollees, were ope§ated by Army. The states submitted work programs, and acted as
procurement agents.

Conrad Wirth noted that the beginning of this new NPS-state partnership was complicated by
the eneven rates of development of the various state park systems, where any existed.
Many states were not prepared to utilized the proffered manpower and m~terials because the
majority of them had practically no state park system or organization.

Politics/Government-Recreation (Part 3)
Missouri could hardly have been numbered among the states lacking a state park system.
Indeed, its 1917 founding by the Missouri State Legislature followed by just a year the
establishment of the National Park Service. By the dawn of the ~aw Deal, Missouri1s park
system had grown to fourteen states parks totaling 38,400 acres.
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This growth was paralled by that of the state highway system which was established in the
same year as the parks sysj;em. The accelterated construction of hard surfaced highways
opened to the automobile a:reas in Missouri with the greatest tourist potential. Missouri
officials during the 1920's were hardly unaware of the bountiful harvest in tourist trade
being reaped by state parks in Florida and California. Early park plans called for a
chain of parks through Missouri's rugged and scenic Ozark region. Although this region
was long a hunting and fishing retreat, poor roads kept the tourist and resort industry in
a state of infancy. Twelvl~ of the first fourteen parks were located in the Ozarks, with
only the remaining two, Arrow Rock and Mark Twain bring north of the Missouri River.
These latter two were also the only historic sites.

As strong as the regional bias of the early state park system was its philosophical
committment to the propagation of fish and game. This bias was inherent in its very
founding. The state park :system was established with a funding base consisting of five
percent of the revenue of the state Game and Fish Department. In 1925, its share was
increased to 25 percent. It is hardly suprising that the Game and Fish Department felt
the primary purpose of the state park system was to establish game and bird refuges,
public hunting grounds, fish hatcheries, and public fishing and camping areas. Public
recreation areas were incidential to their mission as they perceived it. This was to be
expected of a park system financed by sportsmen. Their investment was reflected by i~e

fact that in 1928, 90 perc1ent of state park acreage was devoted to game refuge work.

Still the state park system was growing rapidly in popularity. By 1927, visitation had
surpassed the 100,000 mark; by 1931 this peak would rise to 400,000. Only the devestation
of the depressionlsould halt this momentum after 1932, when attendance dropped by about
100,000 per year.

It was at this juncture that the New Deal entered the picture. It was to have a profound
influence on the future direction of the state park system. This was manifested at many
levels, the most basic of which was funding. Of the 29 million dollars spent in Missouri
on conservation-recreation between 1933-1937, 95 percent of it came from federal sources.
Equally awesome was the infusion of manpower, consisting of the CCC, which arrived in June
of 1933 when camps were established in three state parks: Baker, Meramec &Roaring
River. Within a year, 4,000 men wold be employed on 40,000 acres. By 1936, ten state
parks and three federal Recreational Demonstration Acres had camps active in a variety of
tasks from quarrying, to road, bridge and dam construction, to landscaping and trail
development, to building a wide variety of service, administrative and recreational
buildings and facilities. As a result of the first five years of improvement, two-thirds
of Missouri's parks could claim to have been brought up to contemporary standards of park
developmentl~ith adequate roads, sanitary camp sites, lodges and cabins and other
facilities.
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The Missouri Game and Fish Commission proclaimed in a ca. 1935 brochure that "during the
last two years more progre~?s has been made in the development of Missouri's state Parks
into public recreational areas •••• t~~n had been accomplished in the first ten years of the
state park system's steady growth". This was hardly an understatement. During that
time the system nearly doubled in size, growing from 38,400 to 72,840 acres. Of the 2!6
state parks that existed by 1938, 20 were developed to some extent by E.C.W. manpower.
is might range from a park like Sugar Lake (now Lewis and Clark) which had but one camp
for single six month "camp period." Only a stone picnic shelter remains from CCC
involvement in that park, while two shelters survive from a single camp period in Van
Meter State Park. Usually Missouri parks were allotted several camp periods, and this
made possible more extensive development. In some cases, parks that had been in the
system for several years rl~ceived their first large scale development for recreation
purposes. This was true at Meramec, acquired in 1927, where trails were laid out and a
dining hall, recreation hall, concession building and shelters were built. A similar
development campaign was pursued at Roaring River (1924), Montauk (1926) and Bennett
Spring (1925). At Sam A. Baker (1926) the extensive development activity that occurred
during five camp periods included installation of telephone and water lines, trail
development, tree planting, fire fighting, and an ambitious building campaign resulting in
bridges, cabins, latrines, a stable and the beginning of the dining lodge (to be completed
by the WPA).

WPA (Works Progress Administration) involvement in state parks development was by far
less than that at the CCC, but still the WPA made an important contribution. In addition
to Sam A. Baker, the WPA slJpplemented CCC projects at Roaring River (1928) where they
built a three story stone :and timber dining lodge, and at Arrow Rock (1923) where they
built picnic facilities, a bridge and swimming pool, and restored the historic George
Caleb Bingham home. They also developed the Montserrat Recreational Demonstration Area
(1936), (Knob Noster State Park) creating an artificial lake, service buildings, a park
office and two group camps.

Several state parks acquired during the 1930's received major development attention.
Notable among these was Washington (1932) where one of Missouri's few black CCC companies
left behind after eleven camp periods a legacy of fine rustic stone structures including
the dining lodge with its "Thunderbird" motif. Dr. Edmund A. Babler State Park (1937) was
one of the greatest beneficiaries of CCC activities. Two companies were active there for
a total of 24 camp periods, and during that time completely developed the park.
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Missouri benefited greatly from the New Deal Recreational Demonstration Area program
designed to reconvert sub-~~rginal farm lands to recreational purposes. Of the 46 RDA's,
three of them, involving over 25,000 acres, were in Missouri. Montserrat, developed by
the WPA, has already been mentioned. The other two, Cuivre and Lake of the Ozarks, were
developed by the CCC. During fifteen Camp periods at Cuivre, roads were impoved, quarries
dug, trees planted, fires fought, and two large group camps built. At Lake of the Ozarks,
three camps spent a total of sixteen camp periods constructing a variety of11acilities
including group camps, administrative buildings, roads and public beach #1.

These RDA's introduced the concept of group camps to the state park system. In 1946, all
three were donated by the federal government to the state park system.

In 1936, the Game and Fish Commission Report stated: "The enormous sums of money spent by
the federal and state gove:rnments not only proved of great benefit to Missouri from a
financial standpoint, but the construction work accomplished will remain indefinitely for
the enj~Mment of this and future generations of Missourians and visitors to the
state". The 342 work relief structures documented in this nomination continue to bear
telling witness to the truth of that observation made nearly fifty years ago.

The infusion of the money and manpower of the New Deal had resulted in a greatly improved
state park system that was beginning by 1938 to attract a half million visitors annually.
But more than that, New Deal activity had changed the very nature of the park system. Its
recreational potential had become so vastly expanded that the existing park structure
under the Game and Fish Commission could no longer function under its existing mandate.

The time had obviously come for a parting of the ways between sportsmen and advocates of
recreation. The 25 percent diversion of game and fish funds to parks had long been
agitated against as being unfair to sportsmen. Matters cultimated in 1936 with popular
approval of a constitutional amendment to create a new Conservation Commission to regulate
wildlife. As no mention of parks was made, the legislature, early in 1937, created a
separate State Park Board and repealed the 25 percent diversion in favor of an annual
legislative appropriation. All wildlife functions and four parks (mainly game preserves
and reciepents of little CCC activity) went to Conservation. All recreational functions
and the remaining 19 parks were placed under the direction of the new Park Board. This
board more faithfully reflected the new recreational dimension !§quired by state parks
under the powerful influences of New Deal federal aid programs.

Conrad Wirth has noted that the National Park Service had a broader objective that
extended beyond helping states achieve immediate park improvements. They recognized the
need for long range planning and the need for a nationwide survey to determine the state
of state park systems. In 1936 t~o Park, Parkway and Recreation Act was passed to assist
states in preparing master plans.
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Missouri participated in this program. In 1938, the Missouri state Planning Board in
cooperation with the State_.Park Board, the National Park Service and the Works Progress
Administration, prepared a master plan for Missouri State Parks. This was the first such
plan to emerge in the 20 YE~ar existence of the system. Thus, not only were the immediate
needs of Missouri's State Parks met, but so were its long range needs, as well. The New
Deal had left a stronger state park system than it found, reorganiz2~ to reflect its newly
defined mission, which was laying plans for its future development.

Architecture-Landscape Architecture
The E.C.W. resources in the Missouri State Park System cannot be evaluated independently
from the development of thE~ "Rustic Architecture" movement within the National Park
Service. From the inception of NPS in 1916, there was a strongly felt need for the
involvement of professional landscape architects in park planning and development.
Improvements to parks were to harmonize with the landscape, and were to be carried out
from a preconceived plan dE~veloped with special reference to the preservation of the
landscape. From this foun(jing philosophy, the first NPS Rustic designs began appearing in
the early 1920's. Not only were new buildings built to harmonize with the immediate
environment, but also to harmoni22 in a cultural sense. To this end pioneer construction
techniques began to be employed.

The National Park Service t~xperienced considerable expansion during the generous funding
years of the Hoover administration. Not only did this create an enlarged landscape
division, but also made possible an extensive building campaign throughout the National
Park System firmly rooted In the tenets of rustic architecture. By the early 1930's,
serious park master planning had also beg~9' further strengthening the influence of
landscape architects in park development.

The philosophy which had evolved by that time called for building structures of modest
extent, using native materIals, which were subordinate to their natural settings and to
the large park plan. Its specific tenents have already received extensive discussion in
Item 7 of this nomination.

Of more immediate concern at the moment is the influence this philosophy had on the design
of the structures built by the E.C.W. programs in the state parks. The E.C.W. programs,
mainly the CCC, in the various state parks had been placed from their inception under the
supervision of the National Park Service. NPS created a State Park Division which was
further subdivided into regions.
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From the beginning, it was: made clear that the same standards for park design and
development which had emeI'ged from the NPS landscape division would also govern the
emergency conservation wOI'k in the state parks. NSP insisted the work go forward based on
principles of good land USie planning, sound management and development. Federal planners
had noticed with concern trends towards substandard planning in some states in the form of
unnecessary or poorly desi.gned structures, and lack of planning for developing and
maintaining roads, placin~1 water distribution and waste disposal facilities, etc. Conrad
Wirth recalled that NPS' i.mplied message to the states was that if they failed to adopt
sound plan~!ng, development and management practices, CCC camps would be reassigned
elsewhere.

The administrative front lines for the state programs were the regions, and the point
people for ensuring the NPS standards were met were the camp inspectors.

By 1935, Missouri had been placed in the fifth of eight regions. In that year, an NPS
sponsored meeting convened in st. Louis, Mo. There were present the various inspectors
and supervisors of the fifth region charged with seeing that NPS park development policies
were translated into practice in state park activities. The transciprtion of the meeting
provides an interesting insight into the close level of involvement of NPS landscape
design professionals in the E.C.W. program in the state parks. In this concentrated three
day meeting, the entire range of park planning, design and development was covered.

Herbert Evison, director of the state Park Division, was in attendance and addressed the
meeting. Richard E. Bishop, Associate Architectural Engineer for the fifth region, set
the tone for the gatherinq when he stated: "We ••• have a responsibility for setting a high
standard and that is particularly true now when we have so many park men who are trained
technicians. The buildinqs, the grounds, and all the projects we are working on will be
seen by millions of peopll~ and the work being done now in our state parks will probably
influence the trend of much private work". Where quality wa~5concerned, the inspectors
were urged to be as firm as possible with state authorities.

The philosophy of park de:sign and rustic architecture that had been maturing for over a
decade in the NPS landscape division was faithfully laid out in great detail at the
meeting. The foundations of this philosophy were planning and professionalism. It was
emphasized that the whole park must be planned in advance of development. Protection of
the park itself was the first consideration. A careful analysis of topography must
dictate the location of roads, and public, administrative and service areas. Water and
waste facilities must be planned in advance. Long term development objectives must be
considered along with imffil~diate ones.



NPSFonn 10....
C3-82l

OMS No. 1024-0018
Exp. 10-31-84

United States Departmfltnt of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Inventory-Nomlination Form

Continuationsheet E.C.W. Architecture in Mo. Itemnumber 8 Page 12

The precepts of rustic architecture were strongly emphasized. Buildings should not call
undue attention to themsel~~es, but should rather try to fit naturally into their
settings. Simplicity of dl3sign was a cardinal rule. Three considerations for rustic
style were the historical IJackground of an area, use of appropriate materials, and
efficient, practical design. Local materials left in a somewhat rough form should be used
in building, and for the m.id-West those materials were considered to be stone and ~~mber.

Designs for cabins and res.idences should be kept as simple and modest as possible. A
statement by Richard Bishop is a fine definition of the rustic style:

If the building seems to fit the park by its attractive relation to the natural
topography and if it b,elongs in the historical setting, it is probably a good design,
but.if ~~ is strange or peculiar or unnecessarily complicated, it is almost always bad
deslgn.

A wide variety of topics were taken up. Major headings were stream control works,
including dams, revetment walls and bridges, as well as design and construction of water
mains, wells, and sewage treatment works. Use of heavy equipment was discussed. Wildlife
and forest management in state parks received attention as did new developments such as
youth hostels and organized campi~H. Problems of bureauracy received their due:
personneland financial procedure.

The most often repeated concerns expressed at the conference were w~;h the design of park
entrances and with the excessive numbers of park roads being built.

One specific example can illustrate the level of review that park structures received from
camp inspectors. The design of latrines was one of a whole variety of concerns in the
state park system. The feeling in the program at that time was that not only good
sanitary provisions but also provisions for light and fresh air needed to be incorporated
into the design of latrines. This conviction as well as others are in evidence in one
inspectors critique of a design for a comfort station at Sam A. Baker State Park:

"We are a bit in doubt about the effectiveness of the screens at the entrance. The
open trellis, unless pretty well covered would hardly do, and it is none too wide
either. Additional ve!ntilation might be desirable if it could be incorporated into
the roof construction. Our only aesthetic comment is that the brackets at posts and
lintels look3fl bit weSlk and effeminate. A huskier and more rugged effect would seem
perferable".

There is no evidence that Missouri officials involved in the park program resisted in any
way the control exercised over park development and design by the NPS. On the contrary,
if a statement by the Game and Fish Department in the 1935-36 Official Manual is any
indication, they whole-heartedly e~praced the ideals established by NPS:
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[in the work being dirl~cted by the NPS], Nature is disturbed as little as possible and
then only in such areas as are set aside for use and enjoyment by park patrons at no
expense to them •••The landscape architects do their work in such a naturalistic manner
that it is never suspected that man has influenced nature. The architects blend
their building into thi~ir settings so that they intrude as little as possible into the
scenic picture and yet fulfill their utilitarian and functional purpose. The
engineers soften the lines of their constructions so that they accord more nearly with
nature's engineering and yet adequately fulfill their intended purpose. The
foresters, the wild-life technicians, ~~d other experts combine their efforts toward
the fullfillment of a unified program.

The well supervised, labor intensive nature of the emergency conservation work in
Missouri's parks was as important to the enduring quality to the resources that were built
as were the mature and strictly enforced design policies of the National Park Service.
The average of 200 workers assigned to each CCC camp garanteed the availability of a
sizable labor pool for park work. The photographs that accompanied work reports
invariably depicted large crews of young men at work. Without these crews, the enormous
amount of stone work employed in the construction of this period, and the quarrying
necessary to produce it, could not have been otherwise accomplished without prohibitive
expenses. The same can be said for the timber work is well.

This intensive concentration of labor was evident not only in the extent but also in the
quality of the construction produced. Excellent supervision is everywhere evident in the
stone and timber work executed throughout the system. At its best, it achieved a genuine
distinctiveness which can be noticed in numerous small details such as the trout
chandliers in the dining lodge at Bennett Spring, the sensitive exterior and interior use
of the thunderbird motif in the dining lodge at Washington State Park, or the acorn-drop
trusses in the dining hall at Camp Pin Oak at Lake of the Ozarks State Park. Pioneer hewn
log techniques were employed in several structures at the Lake of the Ozarks (RDA) State
Park to achieve a sense of' continuity with the folk building traditions of the area.

Even the less dramatic structures such as the numerous intentionally simple frame over
night cabins show a sensitivity to the rustic ideal with their rock faced concrete
footings, small porches and rough sawn siding.

If subsequent work of comparable quality cannot be encountered in the Missouri state park
system, it is in large meelsure because the modern equivalent of the large work crews of
CCC or WPA workers are no longer available to lavish the time and energy necessary to
produce it.
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At the 1935 inspectors conference in St. Louis, Richard Bishop announced that he had
collected pictures of proj1ects in Illinois, Kentucky, Missouri and Indiana to submit to
the Washington office architect, Albert Good, as good design examples for a proposed
publication on park rustic architecture. When this three volume work, Park and Recreation
Structures, appeared in 1938, there were indeed several Missouri examples included: The
cruciform picnic shelter at Babler State Park, the overlook shelters at Mera~2c and
Washington State Parks, and two arched bridges at Bennett Spring State Park. These
structures were obviously considered to embody the rustic design principles NPS had
promulgated. But many other Missouri examples could have effectively been substituted
for the ones that were selected. Many fine shelters, bridges, lodges, cabins and other
structures were erected in Missouri state parks, all of which were faithful expressions of
the rustic ideal. This was no less true of the deliberately plain cabins and residences
or the utilitarian but unobtrusive service buildings. All these buildings had their
predetermined place and appearance in accordance with dictates of an over-all park plan.
All of the representative classes of structures included in this nomination are equally
important to the understanding of the level of park planning and development which had
evolved in the Missouri state park system under the guidance of the National Park Service
during the New Deal era (and because of it). The authors of National Park Service Rustic
Architecture stated that buildings constructed in state parks under the Emergency
Conservation Work program were one of the major culminations of the National Park Service
rustic architecture movement. It is therefore important that the rustic architecture in
state park systems such as Missouri's be thoro~ghly evaluated. This is essential if park
rustic architecture movement of the 1920's and 1930's is to be fully comprehended and
appreciated. Missouri's emergency conservation work resources are a valuable and
historically important asset to our park system and an important expression of a set of
architectural and landscape design ideals which profoundly influenced the conservative
image of modern parks-"an image that for better or worse still domin~~es the public's park
expectations to a much larger degree than is generally appreciated."
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4. Big Oak Tree 14. Ha Ha Tonka 24. Mastodon 34. St. Francois 44. Wallace

Harry S Truman 25. Meramec* 35. St.Joe 45. W' *5. Bothwell 15. ashlngton
6. Castlewood 16. Hawn 26. Montauk * 36. sam A. Baker* 46. Watkins Mill
7. Crowder * 17. Johnson's Shut-In s 27. Onondaga Cave 37. Stockton 47. Weston Bend

-_._.__._.¥".-

• STATE 53. Union Covered Bridge 63. Gov. Daniel Dunklin's Grave
HIS1rORIC 54. sandy Creek Covered Bridge 64. Jewell Cemetery

~~~
SITE:S 55. Locust Creek Covered Bridge 65. Hunter-Dawson Home

56. Deutschheim 66. Jefferson Landing/Capitol Complex
, ) 57. Dillard Mill 67. Mark Twain Birthplace and Museum

· •..~ \\\iU~'
48. Arrow Rock * 58. Felix Valle Home 68. Missouri Mines

i .< \ \' , 1/' 49. Battle of Lexington 59. First State Capitol 69. Sappington Cemetery
",,\J' ~ //'.J~ l.z ~tiS~ 50. Bollinger Mill 60. Fort Davidson 70. Thomas Hart Benton Home and StU(
1~, .,,0 .A 51. Bool1e's Lick 61. Gen. John J. Pershing Boyhood Home 71. Towosahgy

i 1i'~!i''''7\\\ 52. Conlederate Memorial 62. Harry S Truman Birthplace 72. Watkins Woolen Mill
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Arrow Rock state Historic Site

Located in Saline County, j~rrow Rock State Historic Site includes the village of Arrow Rock,
the George Caleb Bingham House, and an old spring that served as a watering place for
travelers on the Santa Fe Trail. Between 1934 and 1937, WPA workers built picnic facilities,
a bridge and swimming pool in the recreational area south of the nineteenth-century village
and carried out a restoration of the Bingham home. A subsequent restoration in 1964-1965
undid much of what the WPA had done on the home of the nineteenth-century artist. The
swimming pool has been drained. However, a stone picnic shelter, two other shelters, and a
beautiful arched stone briqe remain to commemorate WPA activity in the area. See inventory
data sheets on these individual properties.



MISSOURI OFFICE OF HISTORIC· PRESERVATION I INVENTORY SURVEY FORM

I. NAME Arrow Rock State Hi s tori c Site. Lookout Shelter
HISTORIC

ANDIOR COMMON

2. LOCATION
STREET a NUMBER

Bingham Shelter

CITY, TOWN ArrOl/ Rock
STATE Mi ssouri CODE"

3. CLASSIFICATION
29

-lLVICINITY OF

COUNTY Saline CODE' 195

CATEGORY
_district
JLbulldlng(s)
_structure
_site
_object

OWNERSHIP
lLpubllc
_prIvate
_both
PUBLIC ACQUISrnON
_In process
_being considered

STATUS
N/A _ occupied

_unoccupIed
_work In progre..
ACCESSIBLE
_yes: restricted
_,.a:unreatncted

no

PRESENT USE
_09rlculture
_commercIal
_educational
_entertainment
_government
_induatrlal

military

'_._museum
..Lpark
_private residence
_religious
_scientific
_tranapartatlon

other:

4. OWNER OF PROPERTY
NAME State of Missouri, Department of Natural Resources
STREET a NUMBER P.O. Box 176
CITY, TOWN Jefferson City VICINITY OF

5. LOCATION OF LEGAL OESCRI PTION

Missouri Department of Natural Resources
P.O. Box 176
Jefferson City, Missouri 65101

6. REPRESENTATION IN EXISTU~G SURVEYS

STATE Mi ssouri

TITLE DETERMINED ELEGIBLE?

Missouri State Historical Survey, 1982-1984

7. DESCRIPTION

YES X NO FEDERAL '*=STATE COUNTY Loe;"

CONDITION
_excellent
-llgood

--fair

_deteriorated
_ruins

unexposed

CHECK ONE
~unaltered

_altered

CHECK ONE
-lLorlglnal site
_moved date November 1984

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAl. (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Lookout Shelter at Arrow Rock State Historic Site is an octagonal building of brick and
wood with a flagstone floor and a cedar shake roof, located on a bluff overlooking the Missouri
River just east of the histor"ic George Caleb Bingham home. A synmetrical gazebo-like structure,
the shelter has sides that alternate in length. The short (4 1 4") sides are of red brick; the
long (13 1

) sides are open, with plain wooden roof supports, painted white. The brick walls are
11 5" thick. Constructed by W.P.A. relief workers between 1935 and 1937, the building continues
to serve its original purpose as a shelter for picnickers and sightseers visiting the restored
home of 19th-century artist GI:!orge Caleb Bingham and the historic village of Arrow Rock.



8. SIGNIFICAN{.;t:.

SPECIFIC OATES 1935-1937 BUILDER/ARCHITECT WPA/NPS

PERIOD
_prehistoric
_1400-1499
_ISOO·IS99
__1600-1699

_1700-1799
_1800-1899
~1900-

AR OF SICliNIFICANCE - CHECK AND JUSTIFY
_QrcheOI~t-prehlstorlc _community planning
__archeology- historIc __conservation
__agriculture __economics

.-lLarchltecture __educatIon
_art __engineering
_commerce __exploration/settlement
__communications _lndustry

__InventIon

BELOW
_landscape arct. lint

_law
_literature
__military

_musIc
__philosophy

--.A.politics/government

_religion

_science
_sculpture
_social/

humanitarian
_theater
__transportation

.....lL.other (specify)
Recreation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANC£ (IN ONE PARAGRAPH)

The Lookout Shelter near the Bi~gham home in Arrow Rock State Historic Site is exceptionally
significant according to the criteria under definitions A and C to wit: it is associated with
the labor of federal relief workers under an important New Deal program (the W.P.A. program)
that was a significant development of the twentieth century; it represents an interesting
variation on the theme of rustic park architecture as fostered by the National Park Service
during the 1930 1 s. Its brick construction and simple symmetry reflect the traditions of early
American, particularly Southern, architecture, and may be attribtuted to an attempt to bring a
taste of old Virginia to Arrow Rock. This is an appropriate allusion to the Virginian origins
of George Caleb Bingham, WhOSE! early Missouri home was restored by W.P.A. laborers.
ArChitecture: The brick construction of this lookout shelter makes it unique among the bui1dings
erected by New Deal relief wOI'kers in Missouri state parks. Its simple design, careful
craftsmanship, and invocation of the American past place it within the tradition of rustic
park architecture. Politics/Government: Construction of this shelter resulted from a massive
and highly significant program of the federal government aimed at stimulating the economy,

\ preserving the cultural and natural heritage of America, and providing work relief for citizens
suffering under the Great Depression. Social/Humanitarian: This construction project provided
needed employment and wages for unemployed men of Saline County.

9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES
See continuation sheet.

10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION AND JUSTIFICATION

The Arrow Rock Look~ut Shelter is bounded by a rectangle oriented on the shelter building
whose center point is the above referenced UTI~ coordinate. The west line runs parallel to
and ten feet from the Vi'est side of the shelter building; the south line runs parallel to and
ten feet from the SOuttL wall of the building; the east line runs parallel to and ten feet

II. FORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE Bonni e Wri ght

ADDRESS P.O. Box 176 Jefferson City, Missouri 65101 DATE 11-84
ORGANIZATION Missouri DepaY'tment of Natural Resources. Historic Preservation program
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Caldwell, Dorothy J. "Missouri's National Historic Landmark: Village of Arrow Rock,
George Caleb Bingham Home," published by Friends of Arrow Rock, Inc., 1968.

-
Daily Democrat-News, Marshall, Missouri, June 5,1937.

Hamilton, Jean Tyree. Arrow Rock: Where Wheels Started West. Centralia: Guard Printing
and Publishing, 1972.

Kansas City Star, June 13, 1937.

Item 10

from the east wall, and the north line runs parallel to and ten feet from the north wall
of the building. The ree:ulting rectangle whose dimensions are 39' north-south by 39'
east-west runs approximately to the edge of the bluff on the east side of the building and
forms a compact and convenient boundary for the property.
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I. NAME

HISTORIC

AND / OR COMMON

2. LOCATION

STREET a NUMBER

krrow Rock State Historic Site, Grave Shelter

CITY, TOWN Arrow Rock
STAT! Missouri COO!

3. CLASSl FICATION

29

_X_VICINITY OF

COUNTY Saline COO! 195

CATEGORY
_district
_buildlnq(s)
.2strucNr.
_sit.
_Object

OWNERSHIP
lllUbtlc
_private
_bcttl
PUBl.IC ACQOISIilON
_in prOC'1I
_tleinQ conaldend

STATUS
_cccu\)icd

N/A _l.Inoccul)led
_worlc In ·:>roqr....
ACCESS/BU
_y.s: r.strlo:red
-X-lIs:un,.etncted

no

PRESENT USE
_QQrlc:ultur.
_commerclol
_ .ducatlonal
_entertainment
_government
_industrial

military

_museum
.!....P<lrlc
_private r.aldence
_rellqlous
_scientific
_transportation

otl'le,:

4. OWNER OF PROFERTY

~AME State of Missouri, Department of Natural Resources
STREET a NUMBER P.O. Box 176
CITY, TOWN Jefferson City VICINITY OF

5. LOCATION OF LEGAL OESCRIJ::lTION

Department of Natural Resources
P.O. Box 176
Jefferson City, 1lissouri 65101

6. REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS

STATE Missouri

T1TLE OETEIUlINED El.fGISL!?

Missouri State Historical Survey, 1982-1984

y!S NO FEDERAL STAn: COUNTY

7. DESCRIPTION

CONOIT10N
_excellent
...z...;ood

fair

_ deteriorated

_ruins

_unexoosed

CHECl< ONE

-Lunaltered
_altered

CHECl< ONE
-L-oriqlnal site
_moved date Nov J 984

CESCRIBE i'HE: ?RESENT ~NO OR1GiNAI. (IF :<NOWNI P+iYSiC,1L ,1P~-ARANCE

The Grave Shelter at krrow Rock State Historic Site is a small (14' x 18' ) wooden
pavilion set on concrete footings and covered by a pitched gable roof, The posts and
struts that support the eedar shake roof recall the trussing designs of l7th- and l8th­
century European and early American barns, an appropriate historical allusion in that
the shelter protects the graves of the Shroyer family, early settlers of Arrow Rock,
Features of the structure are curved struts supporting the tie beam, ornamental uprights
at each corner of the st:~ucture, and carved king posts at the gable ends. The grave
shelter was erected by W?A workers in 1935 as part of an effort to preserve the historic
landmarks of Arrow Rock, a village that became significant in the early 19th century as
the starting point of th:! Santa Fe Trail.



a. SIGNIF1CANC~

AREAS OF SI(iNIFICANCf· CHECl< ANO JUSTIFY
__ an:heol~y-pr.hlslortc __community ptannin9
__orc:heoloqy- historic: __conservation

__agriculture __ economics

..LarchUecture __education
__ art __"'9ineerln9

__commerce __ exploration/settlement
__communications __Industry

__In"",lon

PERIOO
__ prehistoric
__1400-1499

__ 1~00-1~99

__1600 -1699

_1700-1799
__1800 -1899

.2..1900-

SPECIFIC OATES 1935 BUll-DEn / ARCHITE:CT

SEI..OW
_landlCc~ an:httedUre
__ law

__ lIteratur.
__military

__music

__Philosophy

.1L-Polltlcs/govemment

WPA/NPS

__,·1I910n

_science
__ sculpture

...x.....oclal/

humanl'arlan
__tl'leat.r

__transporta'ion

-!-otner (specify)
Recreation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIF1CANCf (IN ONE PARAGRAPH)

The Grave Shelter at Arrow Rock State Historic Site is exceptionally significant under
Criteria A and C to wit: it is related to the involvement of New Deal relief workers in
historic preservation and recreational development under the Works Projects Administration,
an important development of recent history; it exemplifies in a unique way the principles
of rustic architecture u~held by the National Park Service in the years before World War II.
Architecture: Its architectural significance rests on the fact that its curved struts,
heavy posts, and gable reof resemble those of l7th- and 18th-century European and early
American barns. In describing another shelter of this kind, a picnic shelter at Voorhees
State Park in New Jersey, Albert Good wrote in a 1935 publication of the National Park
Service: "The supporting posts and brackets of this shelter ..• recall something of the
sturdy and workmanlike joinery of the early American barn, a fitting source of precedent
and inspiration for a building in our natural parks. "I PoH:ti-cs/Gove-rmnent: Construction of
this shelter resulted from an unprecedented and highly significant involvement of the
federal government in the development of state parks and recreational areas during the
Depression era. Social/rroma~itarian: This and other construction projects at Arrow Rock
State Historic Site provided needed work relief for men of Saline County who were
devastated by the Great Depression. R-e-crea:tion: This lovely shelter protects a cultural
feature of the area and enhances the recreational value of this historic site.

lAlbert Good, Park Structures and Facilities (1935), p. 134.

9. MAJOR BI8L.IOGRAPHICAL. I:CEFERENCES
Good, Albert H. Park St:t'uctures an{}-E'acilities. 1935.
Hami-lton, Jean Tyree. Arrow Rock: Where Wheels Started We-st. 1972.
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The Arrow Rock Grave Shelter 1S bounded by a rectangle or1ented on the structure whose
center point is the above referenced UTM coordinate. The west line runs parallel to and
20' from the west side ef the shelter; the south line runs parallel to and 20' fTom the
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south wall of the shelter; the east line runs parallel to and 20' from the east side of
the shelter; and the north line runs parallel to and 20' from the north side of the
shelter. The resulting rectangle whose dimensions are 54' north-south by 58' east-west
forms a compact and convE!nient boundary for the shelter, which lies in a small clearing
in a park area.
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MISSOURI OFFIC~ OF HIS7elRIC PRf:SERVAT1CN 11NVEN7CRY SURVEY FORM

I. NAME

HISTORIC

AND/OR COMMON Arrow Rock State Historic Site, Open Shelter

2. LOCATION
S~EET a NUMSER

CITY, TOWN Arrow Rock

STATE Missouri CODE

3. CLASSIFICATION
29

x VICINITY OF

COUNTY Saline COOE 195

C~T£GORY

_district
~buildln9(s)
_ltnJetur.
_IU.
_Clbject

OWNE~SHIP

~PUblic
_private
_both
PIJ8l.JC AC~ISmON

_In procell
_bein9 conald.rad

STATUS
_Occul)led

N/A _unoccuj)ied
_work In ,,-Cl9ru.
ACCESSISl.E
_yes: restricted
~~.: unre.trlcted

no

PRESENT USE
_C1QricuUure
_commerciOI
_ .ducatlonal
_,ntertolnment
_government
_inaultrlal

military

_museum
]Lporlc
_prlvClfI ,.sldenc.
_rell9loul
_Icientlflc
_tranlj)Ortotlcn

other:

4. OWNER OF PROPERTY

NAME State of Missouri, Department of Natural Resources
STREET a NUM8ER P.O. Box 176
CITY, TOWN Jefferson City VICINITY OF

5. LOCATION OF LEGAL OESCRli='TION

Missouri Department of Ne.tural Resources
P.O. Box 176
Jefferson City, Missouri 65101

o. REPRESENTATiON IN EXISTING SURVEYS

ST~T£ Missouri

T1Tl.E DETERMINEO EI.!Gl81.!?

Missouri State Historica:. Survey, 1982-1984

YES NO ~E!)ERAL. STATE COUNTY L.OeAL.

7. OESCRIPTION

COHOIT10N
_ucellent
.-!.;ood

-fair

_deteriorated
_ruins

_unexoosed

CHECK ONE
2unaltered
_altered

CHECK ONE
.!-oriQlnal site
_moved date November 1984

CESCRl8E 'T'HE ?RESENT JoND ORIGiNAL. (IF KNOWN) ?HYSiC~L .l.P!=ORANCS:

The Open Shelter at Arro'N Rock State Historic Site is a stone building with a pitched
side-gable roof, a flagstone floor, and fireplaces on the east and west end walls. Its
simple rectangular floor plan is similar to that of the small shelter house erected by
the Civilian Conservation Corps at Van Meter State Park, approximately 25 miles northwest of
Arrow Rock, and follows the standard National Park Service plan for a picnic shelter with
two fireplaces, enclosed ends, and open sides. Dimensions of the Arrow Rock open shelter
are 50 1 x 19 1 , slightly longer than the 40 1 x 20 1 dimensions suggested in a National Park
Service publication first issued in 1935 and reissued in 1938. 1 Walls of the enclosed ends
and square pillars on the open sides are of native stone in a random ashlar treatment.
Window openings in the enclosed ends have wooden shutters, stone sills, and wooden lintels.
The original shake roofing has been replaced with asphalt shingles. Just west of the
shelter stands a stone ~ater fountain, erected, as was the shelter, between 1935 and 1937
by relief workers under the Works Projects Administration. The shelter continues to serve
the same purpose that it served in 1937, when the local newspaper stated: llFor winter
picnics this place is ideal. 1l2
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The Open Shelter at Arrow-Rock State Historic Site is exceptionally significant under
Criteria A and C to wit: it is associated with a New Deal program for work relief that
made an exceptionally significant contribution to broad patterns of recent history; it
possesses the distinctive characteristics of rustic park architecture, a major expression
of recreatioIlal construction in national and state parks in the years before World War II.
Architecture: The simple plan and native-stone construction of this picnic shelter
exemplify the type of rustic architecture promoted by the National Park Service during the
1930's. In fact, the shelter follows a standard plan proposed by the NPS for such
buildings. This particular shelter is unusual in that it was constructed by WPA workers,
who were generally engaged only in the more utilitarian construction projects in the park
system (such as road consctruction) and contributed relatively few park structures in the
rustic mode. Similar shelters built by the Civil~an Conservation Corps exist at Van Meter
State Park and Lake of the Ozarks State Park. Politics/Government: Const~uction of this
shelter according to NPS specifications resulted from an unprecedented involvement of the
federal government in the development of state parks and recreational facilities.
Social/Huma.nita-rian: This and other construction projects at Arrow Rock State Historic
Site provided desperatel~' needed work relief for unemployed men in Saline County during the
Great Depression. RecTeation: This shelter continues to serve its original and
significant function as an outdoor kitchen and picnic pavilion for the visitors who come to
enjoy the historic and na.tural features of Arrow Rock.

9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL F!EF'ERENCES

See continuation sheet.

10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

~ORTHINGZONE ::AST~NG

9'

"clut.AGa OF P~O~R""'.-2..- QU,lORAICGLZ 1jA"!_-J.Ar~r;:J;oilWURl..\;ol.CC~k..,,-JI!M~ol.o- s~u ~:2..4..a.OQQ _
\JTM ~e:F!::tENCZS

A . 1 .5 .5 '0 .5 :0 , 3. Ci ~r' 3: 2· 4· 1 0, 0 i
ZONE ~STiNG II0RTHING

c ____ o

IE~SAl. SCUNOARY :ESC::lIPT10N lNO ';UST1F1C.:.Tl0N

The Arrow Rock Open Shel-:er is bounded by a rectangle oriented on the building whose center
point is the above referHnced U1l1 coordinate. The west line runs parallel to and 25' from
the west wall of tIle building; the south line runs parallel to and 25' from the south wall
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1Albert Good, Park Structures and Facil~ties (National Park
Service, 1938), Part "II, p. 56.

2Da ilY Democrat-"News, Harshall, ~1issouri, June 5, 1937.

Item 9

Daily Democrat-News, Marshall, Missouri, June 5, 1937.

Good, Albert H. Park and Recreation Structures. National Park Service,
1938, Part II, p. 56.

Hamilton, Jean Tyree. Arrow Rock: Where Wheels Started West. Centralia:
Guard Printing and Publishing, 1972.

Kansas City Star, June 13, 1937.

of the building; the eas-~ line runs parallel to and 25' from the east wall of the building,
and the north line runs parallel to and 25' from the north wall of the building. The
resulting rectangle whose dimensions are 69' north-south and 97' east~west contains the
stone water fountain located west of the shelter and a small portion of the cleared picnic
and playground area nort:1 of the park road.
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Arrow Rock State Historic Site, Bridge
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NAME State of Missouri, DepaI'tment of Natural Resources
STREET a NUMBER P.0. Box 176
CiTY, TOWN Jefferson City VICiNITY OF

5. LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION

Missouri Department of Natural Resources
P.O. Box 176
Jefferson City, Missouri 65101

6. REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS

STATE Missouri

T1TLE OETERMINED El.!GI8L!? YES F"OERAL STATE COUNTY 1.OC"L

Missouri State Historical Survey, 1982-1984

7. OESCRIPTION
CONDITION
_excellent
"'x-Qood
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_Jnexoosed

CHECX ONE
-x"'unaltered
_altered

CHECX ONE
L-0riQlnal site
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:JESCRISE THE ?~ESENT .l.NO OR1GiNAI. (IF i<NOWNI ?HYSjC~l.. ..l.F~-AR;l.NC'

The arched stone bridge at Arrow Rock State Historic Site spans a flagstone spillway at the
northern edge of an area containing a historic spring and the remains of a swimming pool
constructed by relief workers under the Works Projects Administration. A visitor to Arrow Rock
in 1937 would have seen, just south of the bridge, "in the shade of big leafy trees the
peaceful blue waters of the swimming pool,,,l fed by the spring. Remains of the stone and
concrete walls that marked the boundaries of the pool, actually a pond, are almost totally
covered by earth, trees, and grass. Only a narrow trickle of a stream passes through the northern
most arch of the triple-arched bridge. Approximately 100 yards southwest of the bridge
stands a small wooden canopy (8' square by 7' high) originally built by WPA workers to shelter
a spring that had been used in the nineteenth century by travelers on the Santa Fe Trail. Over
the years, this canopy has been repaired and almost completely replaced with new materials.
Approximately fifty years northeast of this shelter stands a wooden footbridge with stone
footings remaining from the WPA era. Halfway between this small bridge and the arched bridge
are the remains of a limestone spillway. Another larger spillway is visible to the northeast
of the larger bridge. This rustic bridge, built of concrete with stone veneer, with three wide
arches (measuring 9', 9' and 7' at the bases) is the most enduring product of WPA activity in

this beautiful glade in the park at Arrow Rock.

IDaily Democrat-Newst :Marshall, :Mo" June 5, 1937.
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STATEMENT OF SlGNIF1CANCf (IN ONE PARAGRAPH)

The arched stone bridge at Arrow Rock State Historic Site is exceptionally significant
according to the criteria under definitions A and C to wit: it is associated with the labor of
federal relief workers under an important New Deal program that was a significant historical
development of the twentieth century; it exemplifies the type of rustic architecture fostered
by the National Park Service during the 1930's. Architecture' and Landscape Architecture: In its
simplicity and grace, this rUEtic bridge complements and actually becomes part of the landscape
of this beautiful glade at Arrow Rock State Historic Site. The rough irregular stones used in
its construction and the curving sweep of the bridge mirror the limestone bluffs that are a
prominent feature of the natural environment of Arrow Rock. This echoing of the natural
landscape lives up to a sugge1::tion made by Albert H. Good in a 1938 publication of the National
Park Service that "the creation of an effect that recalls any natural ledge stone formations in
the vicinity is the indicated technique for the masonry of the bridge."l 'Poli"ti'cs/'Gove-rrnnent:
The men who built this bridge were employees of the federal government involved in a sweeping
program of national work relief. Recreati~n: This beautiful bridge was and remains a
significant structure in a recreational area connected with an important state historic site.
Social/Humanitarian: Construction of this bridge and other structures in the state-owned
recreational area at Arrow Rock gave needed employment to men of Saline County during the depths
of the Great Depression.

lAlbert H. Good, Park and Recreation S'trn~tures (1938), Part II, p. 176.

S. MAJOR BI8LIOGRAPHICAL f~EFC:RENCS:S

Daily Democrat-News, Marshall,. Missouri, June 5, 1937.

Good, Albert H. Park -and Recreation Structures (Washington, D.C., 1938).

10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA
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The Arrow Rock bridge is bounded by a rectangle oriented on the structure whose center point is
the above referenced UTIA coordinate. The west line runs parallel to and 20' from the west wall
of the bridge; the east line :runs parallel to and 20' from the east wall of the bridge. The

i I. FORM ?~E?AREJ 3':'
Bonnie Wright, ell] +,llraJ Resource Preseryatj anj sf I
Missouri Depar-~ment of Natural Resources, Historic
P,o. Box 176 Jefferson City, Mo,

Preservation Program
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The north line runs five (eet to the north of the two northern he~d walls of the bridge
and intersects with the e~st and west lines; the south line runs five feet to the south
of the two southern head walls of the bridge and intersects with the east and west lines.
The resulting rectangle whose dimensions are fifty feet north-south by fiftY-six feet east­
west forms a compact and convenient boundary for the property.
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Bennett Spring State Park is located twelve miles west of Lebanon in Dallas and Laclede
counties on the western edge of the Ozark Highland region in southern Missouri. The
waters of Bennett Spring well up from an underground river through a large fissure in
the floor of a beautiful valley. From the spring a trout stream tumbles over a dam,
passes under a stone brid~,e and flows over a mile of rock ledges and gravel bars before
emptying into the Nian~ua River. Acquired by purchase in 1924, Bennett Spring is one of
the oldest of Missouri s state parks. In the 1930's, eee workers made improvements on
an old mill, which was subsequently destroyed by fire. Other eee projects in the park
included cabins, a large dining lodge, and the dramatic stone bridges across the trout
stream in the vicinity of a state-run hatchery. This park contains one historic district,
the Hatchery-Lodge Area Wi stori c Di stri ct, and a non-conti guous site on whi ch are located
the picturesque shelter house and water gauge station. District data follows; please
see inventory sheets on the shelter house and water gauge station.
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The water gauge station near the entrance to Bennett Spring State Park is a small (8' x 8' )
two-story tower of random cut stone construction with a pyramidal roof and round...arched
window openings, from whict. the original windows are gone. Irregularly placed small stones
in rough rounded shapes add a decorative textural element to this rustic tower that suggests
the Romanesque and rises from the edge of a beautiful clear stream. In a wooded area
southeast of the water gauge station stands an open picnic shelter of wood and random ashlar
construction with an encloE:ed alcove on the east end that houses a stone fireplace. Two
arched windows on either side of the chimney echo the arched window openings of the water
gauge station. The segmental arches above the window openings are reflected in the stonework
of the hearth. The small (26' x 26' ) shelter follows a modified T, or truncated cruciform,
plan with three open sides sheltered by a pitched cross ...gabled roof. Built by the Civilian
Conservation Corps between 1933 and 1936, the shelter and water gauge station remain
outstanding features of a small picnic area in this popular state park.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIF1CANCS: (IN ONE i'ARAGRAPH)

The water gauge station and open shelter at Bennett Spring State Park have exceptional
significance under Criteria A and C in that they represent early and successful
construction projects oftru~ Civilian Conservation Corps, which was largely responsible
for developing this and sevE~ral other state parks for pUblic use in the years before
World War II, and also in that they exemplify the type of rustic architecture promoted
by the National Park Service during the 1930's. Located in southern Missouri at the
western edge of the Ozark Highland, Bennett Spring was one of Missouri's first state parks
and continues to have great significance for its marvelous spring and trout hatchery.
Although the park was established in 1925, development of its recreational potential did
not get underway until CCC Company 1772 was stationed there in the fall of 1933. Company
1772 was a veteran company, manned by World War I veterans, who were older than the majority
of CCC enrollees. The Bonu:3 marches of the early 1930 I S brought attention to the plight
of these men, who had served their country in the First World War and fOlmd themselves
unable to make a living during the Depression. During its four years at Bennett Spring,
Company 1772 gave new hope to many of these men, while building such notable structures as
the water gauge station and the nearby shelter. In their nearly pristine condition, these
small rustic buildings movi:1gly recall the devotion to craftsmanship and attention to detail
of these hard-pressed, but ::l.ard-working men.

9. MAJOR BI8LIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES
"Bennett Spring." Lebanon, Missouri: Chamber of Commerce, 1974?
CCC Sp-7 Bi-Monthly Progress Reports, on file at the National Archives and Records Service,

Washington, D.C.
Godsey, Townsend. The"Sta'te--Park~.of' Mj:sSQ~i. Jefferson City, 1931.

;O. GEOGRAPHICAL. DATA
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a
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'1E~8AL 3CUNOARY OESC::lIPT10N ~NO ';USi!~iC":'TjON The nominated property is contained wi thin a
parallelogram centered on the above referenced UTM point, whose eastern boundary is the
trout stream known as the s·pring branch of Bennett Spring. The northern and southern boundarie~

intersect with the spring branch and run parallel to one another and 150' apart. The northern
boundary runs parallel to ·and 50 I north of the north wall of the sheJ"ier house; the~sou1.h....er"",n__
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M:is:so~i':- k Guida"-~,,t:he~<8hQ~vll~'.t}~'te, compiled by the Workers of the Writers
Program of the Works Projects AdiIiinistration in the State of Missouri.
New York: Duell, Sloan and Pearce, 1941, PP. 419-420.

Ttem..10

boundary runs parallel to and 25' south of the south wall of the gauge station. The
western boundary line irltersects with the northern and southern boundary lines and
runs parallel to the spring branch. The resulting parallelogram with equal sides of
150' in length forms a compact and convenient boundary for the property that includes
the shelter house and water gauge station in the picnic area on the western bank of
the stream.
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Bennett Spring State Park Hatchery-Lodge Area Historic District

Description

Bennett Spring State Park Hatchery-Lodge Area Historic District contains seven historically or
architecturally significant: buildings and structures erected by the Civilian Conservation
Corps between 1933 and 193B. A pair of beautiful arched bridges (Photo #1) across the spring
branch, a popular trout stream, mark the southern boundry of the district, which extends north
to the edge of a private inholding in the park and west to the boundry between Laclede and
Dallas counties. In November 1933, CCC Co. 1772 began working in this area, which was the
site of an old mill, chapel and store in what had been the village of Brice, Missouri. The
company, staffed by World War I veterans, made "improvements" on the old mill, which was later
destroyed by fire. The chapel still stands on a private inholding in the park, just outside
the district. Between 1935 and 1937, the veterans' company built bridges, cabins, service
buildings and started work on a dining lodge. In December 1937, the veteran's company moved
out and junior CCC company (Co. 3744) moved in and completed the dining lodge, which opened in
February 1938. The rustic interior of this lodge is notable for its large cut stone
fireplaces and charming chandeliers (Photo #11). Because Bennett Spring is a very popular
state park, modern intrusions, such as parking lots, have inevitably crept into the district.
One casualty of modernizaEon has been the old CCC "Store", or concession building, which has
been demolished. Recent intrusions are a new park office, a new residence for the hatchery
superintendent, a new pumphouse, and two new storage buildings. As a counterpoint to this
modernization, it is important to note that two service buildings have survived virtually
unaltered from the CCC era (Photo #'s 4, 5). Another survival, in somewhat altered condition,
is one of the original off:Lcers' barracks (Photo #7), located near the bridge. These modest
buildings combine with the spectacular bridge, the rambling dining lodge, and other rustic
park structures to commemOJ~ate the activities of the CCC in this little valley along the
branch of the spring.

Buildings that contribute to the character of the'district are as follows:

Bel Bridges: Ca. 1937, onl~ large and one smaller span of poured concrete with facings of
native cut stone in random ashlar pattern, emphasizing horizontal lines, wide arches.

Be2 (1)* Barn (Shop): 193.~-1937 classic American barn, small-scale (25' x 50'), frame
construction, gambrel roof, roof projections at gable ends, virtually unaltered, used as
garage and shop, in servicl~ area.

Be3 (5) Storage Building (Garage Building): 1934-1937 rectangular (25' x 72') frame building
stone foundation, horizontal wood siding, cross-hatched doors, virtually unaltered, in service
area.

Be4 (6) Old Park Office (Custodian's Dwelling): 1937 six-room cabin, frame construction,
stone foundation, projecting central bay, stone steps, side entrance porch, horizontal wood
siding, cross-gable roof, originally built as custodian's residence, later used as park
office, now being converted to housekeeping cabin, a close approximation of its original use.
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Be5 (45) Hotel (Old Office:~s' Quarters): Ca. 1934 original CCC officers' quarters, formerly
known as the "Hotel," now used for storage, rectangular plan, ground floor of cut stone, upper
floor of frame construction, 2-story entrance porch, located behind new storage building, near
bridge.

Be6 (48) Restroom: 1937 large (26' x 33 1
) restroom of quarried sandstone, random ashlar wall

treatment, segmental arch above door opening, hipped roof, central chimney, small windows
directly under eave line,stone sills, wooden lintels, located on hill near Old Officer's
Quarters.

Be7 (53) Dining Lodge: 19:37-1938 rambling one-story lodge, of cut stone and wood
construction, with north and south wings projecting at angles from central block, pitched
split-gable roof, variety of window treatments. A new service wing has been added at an acute
angle from existing north wing, creating dog-leg effect. Significant interior features
include stone fireplaces and metal chandeliers with trout motif.

*Numbers in parentheses are inventory numbers used by Missouri Division of Parks and Historic
Preservation.

Significance

Bennett Spring State Park Hatchery-Lodge Area Historic District has exceptional significance
according to the criteria of evaluation under definitions A and C to wit: it is associated
with Emergency Conservation Work involving the labor of enrollees in the Civilian Conservation
Corps, a major historical development of the twentieth century; it embodies the distinctive
characteristics of the rustic architecture promoted by the National Park Service in the years
before World War II. The work of the Civilian Conservation Corps transformed this valley from
a rural enclave in the Ozarks to a highly popular state park, well known for its trout
fishery. Politics/Government: The combined efforts of the state and the federal governments in
the 1930's brought about a striking change that was vividly described by a CCC enrollee in the
Bennett Spring Bugle, the camp newspaper, for June 28, 1935. This observer stated:
"As one studies the situation today, recalls the wagon trains standing in line at the mill
waiting their turn, sees the happy, possibly even prosperous farmers of that time who are
making their annual pilgrimage to the mill, then turns to view the vast state project in the
valley -- the lodge, the cabins, the driveways, the new dam, the fish hatchery, the bridge -­
being brought to reality by the men of VCCC Co. 1772 (many of them sons of those who came
annually to the mill), he has brought home to him just how great are the economic and social
changes of which we hear so much today." Architecture: The massive arched bridge, the rambling
dining lodge, and other mare modest structures are important examples of the National Park
Service rustic architecture of the 1930's. Recreation--Conservation: The park development
projects of the 1930's pla.yed a significant role in establishing this as one of Missouri's
most popular state parks, visited by appro:dmately one million park users every year.
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Geographic Data

Acreage of nominated property: Approximately 20 acres
Quadrangle name: Bennett 5prings, Mo.
Quadrangle scale: 1:24,000
UTM References:
A 15/512720/4175300
B 15/512810/4174890
C 15/512340/4175200

Verbal Boundary Description and Justification

The district is contained within a triangle whose vertices are the above referenced UTM
points. The boundary of the nominated property is clearly indicated on the appended maps
(U.S.G.S. map and district map). This area of Bennett Spring State Park retains the highest
concentration of E.C.W. resources with the smallest number of modern intrusions.
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Crowder state Park
-

Crowder state Park, located two miles west of Trenton in Grundy County, honors the memory of
Enoch H. Crowder (1859-193:2), founder of the Selective Service System. Acquired in 1938, the
park is situated in a rugg,~d area of bluffs and rocky slopes, densely wooded, containing
several Indian mounds. In 1938, there were plans to build a large earthen dam for a fishing
lake, a museum, boathouses, landings, and a caretaker1s residence. CCC enrollees built a
bridge, retaining walls, alld extracted stone for the caretaker's residence from a quarry on
the park grounds. However, most of the planned developments were completed by contract labor
after World War II. The oilly remaining CCC-built structure is a small rustic bridge on the
park road. See inventory data sheet on this property.
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I. NAME

HISTORIC

ANDIOR COMMON Crowder State Park, Vehicle Bridge

2. LOCATION
STREET a NUMBER

CITY, TOWN

STATE Missouri

3. CLASSIFICATION
29

__VICINITY OF

COUNTY Grundy CODE- 079

CATEGORY
_district
-x-bulldlng(s)
_structure
_site
_object

OWNERSHIP
.E.publlc
_private
_both
PUBLIC ACQUISITION
_In proce••
_being consldelred

STATUS
_Occupied

N/A _unoccupied
_work In progre.
ACCESSIBLE
_yes: restricted
~~.:unre.trlcted

no

PRESENT USE
_agriculture
_commercial
_ educational
_entertainment
_government
_industrial

military

'_museum
~parlc
_private residence
_religious
_scientific
_tran.portatlon

other:

4. OWNER OF PROPERTY

NAME State of ?>lissouri, Department of Natural Resources
STREET a NUMBER P.O. Box 176
CITY, TOWN Jefferson Clty VICINITY OF

5. LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION
Department of NatuJ::"al Resources
2.0. Box 176
Jefferson City, Hissouri 65101

6. REPRESENTATION IN EXISTII~G SURVEYS

STATE Missouri

TITLE DETERMINED EI.£Gl8LE? YES 2S-NO FEDERAL X STKrE COUNTY LOCI

Missouri State Hisi:orical Survey, 1982-1984

7. DESCRIPTION
CONDITION

x-.xcell.n~

_oood

-fair

_deteriorated
_ruins

unexposed

CHECK ONE
~unaltered
_altered

CHECK ONE
~orlglnal site
_moved dote August 198L:

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The vehicle bridge on Route 128 just south of the lake at Crowder State
Park is a small single-arched span of reinforced concrete with a facing
of cut stone, quarJ::"ied wi thin the park boundaries. In craftsmanship and
appearance, this modest bridge meets the standards set in the 1930's by
Albert H. Good, consulting architect for the National Park. Service. "In
bridges, particularly," wrote Good in a 1938 publication, "Is there merit
in pronounced horizontal coursing, breaking of vertical joints, variety in
size of stones -- all the principles productive of sound construction and
pleasing appearanCE~ in any use of masonry. ,,1 Built by the Civilian
Conservation Corps, this little bridge, with its rough ashlar surface,
strong horizontal lines, and nearly flat segmental arch might serve as a
model of Good's principles. It is still in use as a vehicle bridge in the
650-acre state parl~ near Trenton, Missouri.

1Albert H. Good, Park. and Recreation Structures (National Park
Service, 1938), Part I, p. 176.



8. SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD
__prehistoric
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_1:500-1:599
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Af, ~ OF SIGNIFICANCE - CHECK AND JUSTIFY
__archeology-prehistoric __ community planning
__archeology- historic __-conservation
__agriculture __economics

-X...archltecture __education

_art __englne.rlng

__commerce __exploration/settlement
__communications __industry

__Invention

BELOW
._Iandacape architecture
__law

__literature
__military

__music

__philosophy

-X.politics/government

_religion

_science
__sculpture
__social I
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__theater
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x
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SPECIFIC DATES ca. 1939 BUILDER / ARCHITECT CCC/NPS

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (IN ONE PARAGRAPH)

The vehicle bridge ~t Crowder State Park has exceptional significance
under Criteria A and C to wit: it is the only surviving structure
erected in Crowder State Park by the Civilian Conservation Corps,
a New Deal organization that played an important role in developing
this and other state parks throughout the nation; albeit a modest
structure, it has 9reat architectural significance as a pristine
example of the tYPE~ of rustic arched bridges erected by the CCC under
the auspices of thE~ National Park Service during the Depression era.
Crowder State Park l • established in 1938 as a memorial to Enoch H.
Crowder, who foundE~d the Selective Service System, was developed on a ruggec
tract consisting of rocky wooded slopes, containing several Indian mounds.
The Civilian Conservation Corps began development of the park in 1939.
During their brief tenure in the park, enrollees quarried rock, built
retaining walls, and cut stone for a superintendent's residence that was
not completed unti:. 1947. When the company disbanded after the start of
World War II, the CCC barracks were torn down and buried. The small,
but beautifUl stonH bridge on the park road remains, with some retaining
walls and the pos1:-war residence, as the only reminder of CCC presence
in the park.

9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL f~EFERENCES

See continuation sheet.

IIA..E: T:..:r:..:e:..:n~t::.::o:.:.n=__ SCAU_l :6..0199-. _
10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA
ACREAGE 01' PROP£JlTY~ QUADRAHGLE

UTM REFERENCES

ALL2J~
ZONE EASTING

cLLJ U I I ! !

[41 11 S,71~!g/51
NORTHING

! I I I I ! I

B LLJ
ZONE

DLU

LL-L.u.J~
EASTING NORTHING

LL-L.u.J LtJ I 1 i ! !

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION ANt) JUSTIFICATION

The bridge at Crowder State Park is contained within a 32 l x 32~ square, centered on the
above referenced UTM coord:~nate, with sides that are parallel to the side walls and head walls
of the bridge.

II. FORM PREPARED BY
NAME/TITLE Bonnie \vright, r'ultlJraJ ResQll"'c~ PreseryatjQni~t.

ORGANIZATION
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Good, Albert H. Park and Recreation structures. National Park Service.
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Grow, Maureen (Mrs.), Interview, May 23, 1984, at Trenton, Missouri.
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Cuivre River state Park

Cuivre River state Park be~lan as the federally-funded Cuivre River Recreational Demonstration
Area. In 1932, citizens of the depressed farming area around Troy, Missouri, became aware of
plans by which the federal government would purchase sub-marginal farmlands for park lands in
connection with the National Recovery Act. With support from Congressman Clarence Cannon,
these citizens were able to bring a federal representative to Troy. After two years of
persuasion, approximately sixty families agreed to sell nearly six thousand acres of farmland
to be developed as a recretional area by the National Park Service.12 In November 1934 an
advance group of CCC workers began setting up camp. One month later CCC Company 787 moved
into the area and remained there until 1935, when Company 3777 took over the camp. Company
3777 built the camp at Frenchman's Bluff, which became a WPA relief camp (also called a
"transient camp"). Between 1934 and 1940, CCC enrollees and WPA workers improved roads, dug
quarries, planted trees and other vegetation, fought forest fires, and built two large group
camps in the area, which was intended as a recreational haven for communities within a one
hundred mile radius, including st. Louis. In 1946, the recreational area became a state park,
which now occupies 6,245 acres of rugged woodland five miles northeast of Troy, Missouri.
This large park contains two historic districts: The Cuivre River State Park Administrative
Area Historic District and Camp Sherwood Forest Historic District.

lOlin Turnbull, interview conducted by Marjorie Evans, January 24, 1976.
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Camp Sherwood Forest Historic District contains fifty-three buildings and structures of
historical or architectura:~ significance constructed by Civilian Conservation Corps Company
3771 between 1936 and 1938.. The camp is located at the eastern edge of Cuivre River State
Park, north of Lincoln Lake. Established to serve the needs of youngsters from the St. Louis
area, the camp continues to function as an organized group camping facility. The name
Sherwood Forest reflects the densely wooded nature of the site. Characters and places in the
Robin Hood legend appear in the names of cabins, camp buildings, and village units.l In
nearly pristine condition, Camp Sherwood Forest imparts an unmistakable sense of history and
lives up to the ideal, promulgated by the National Park Service in the 1930's, of stimulating
the imagination, in addition to meeting the physical needs, of campers.2 A modest utility
building and a confection stand located behind the central dining hall, along with a parking
lot and playcourt east of ':he recreation hall, are the only modern intrusions in the camping
facility. Buildings and s':ructures that contribute to the historicl character of the district
are as follows:

Cu7, Amphitheater: 1936-1938 campfire circle, consisting of split-log seats on hillside,
stone flaggind under campf.tre area, stone altars at right and left of fire circle in front of
semi-circular seating area. The amphitheater is situated in a secluded area near the
southwestern edge of the camp.

Cu8, Council Circle: 1936,-1938 campfire circle, featuring two truncated stone pillars marking
entrance to the area, split-log seats, log podium, located west of the recreation hall.

Cu9 (98), Dining Lodge: 1936-1938 one-story rustic building, T-shaped plan, kitchen in rear
wing, cross-gable roof, pedimented front portico, two front doors, nine-paned single-sash
windows just under eave lille, two massive stone chimneys, stone steps, stone piers, horizontal
lad siding, new (1960) roof of asphalt shingles. Located at the center of the camp.

CulO (101), Central RestroDm/Shower (Central Wash House): 1936-1938 frame rest room,
rectangular plan (16 1 x 27 1

), side-gable roof, central block chimney, horizontal lad siding,
located west of dining hall.

Cull (103), Cook's Quarters: 1936-1938 frame cabin, resembling dog-trot, partial breezeway,
enclosed at rear (bathroom added), side-gable roof, stone flagging in breezeway area. Located
west of dining hall.
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Cu12 (104), Administration Building: 1936-1938 cottage-like building, rectangular plan (21 1 x
31 1

), entrance portico, cro?s-gable roof, stone foundation, stone porch, stone steps on south
side, massive stone chimney on north wall. Located north of cookls quarters, on north side of
park road.

Cu13 (105), Recreation Hall: 1936-1938 frame building, rectangular plan with side projection,
two chimneys of rough ashlar in horizontal courses, roof projection over front (east)
entrance, centrally located north of dining hall.

Cu14 (106), Well House (Pump House): 1936-1938 squat stone structure, square plan (8 1 x 8'),
rubble construction, horizontal coursing, storm-cellar type entrance, low-pitched hipped roof,
located between recreation hall and swimming pool.

Cu15 (107), Pool House (Change House): 1936-1938 small (9 1 x 7 1
) two-room stone building,

side-gable roof, heavy wooden trusses at gable ends. The building is flanked by stone walls
of varied heights enclosing the southeastern end of the swimming pool. Note: stone retaining
wall edging stone walk southeast of the structure.

Cu16 (162), Directorls Lodge (Staff Lodge): 1936-1938 frame building, projecting wings at
north and south ends of facade, rear addition (bathroom), stone chimney, stone patio between
projecting wings, stone steps, horizontal lap siding, single-sash nine-paned windows. Located
on wooded site west of central wash and latrine.

Cu17 (163), Infirmary: 1936-1938 frame building, rectangular plan (18 1 x 35 1
), cross-gable

roof, entrance portico, stone foundation, stone steps and retaining wall, horizontal lap
siding, single-sash nine-paned windows. Located in secluded area south of cookls quarters.

Cu18 (164), Storage BUilcing: 1936-1938 simple frame building, front-gable roof, stone
foundation, used for stOI'age, located near director's lodge.

Ancaster Village

This unit consists of five cabins, each intended to house from four to eight campers, a unit
lodge for recreational use, an outdoor kitchen, a unit latrine, and two counselor's cabins,
arranged in a circular pattern, and accessible only by foot trails from the rest of the camp.

Cu19 (Ill), Cabin: 1936·-1938 simple front-gable folk cottage, stone foundation, frame
construction, rectangula:r plan (16 1 x 20'), horizontal lap siding to level of window sills,
board-and-batten above this level, vertical bifold windows.
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Cu20 (112) , Cabin: Same as, Cu19.
-

Cu21 (113) , Cabin: Same as Cu19.

Cu22 (114) , Cabin: Same as Cu19.

Cu23 (115) , Cabin: Same as Cu19.
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Cu24 (131) Unit Lodge (called "Alan a Dale"): 1936-1938 frame building, rectangular plan
(20' x 30'~' stone foundation, massive chimney of rubble construction in horizontal courses,
side-gable roof, asphalt shingles, single-sash nine-paned windows. Note that this unit lodge
still bears the wooden sign inscribed "Alan A Dale" (Photo fIl8). Also note the stone water
fountain just north of the building.

Cu25 (135), Outdoor Kitchen (Shelter Kitchen): 1936-1938 open shelter, concrete and flagstone
foundation, pitched gable roof supported by heavy posts, struts and beams, stone hearth and
chimney of rubble construction.

Cu26 (139), Restroom/Shower (Unit Latrine): 1936-1938 modest frame structure, rectangular
plan, one end enclosed, shower end open but screened with horizontal lapped boards.

Cu27 (143), Counselor's Cabin: 1936-1938 small front-gable cottage, open front portico,
rectangular plan (10' x 13iJ; stone foundation, horizontal lap siding, wooden shutters on
windows.

Cu28 (167), Counselor's Cabin: Same as CR143.

Cu29 (110), Crafts Buildinll: 1936-38 stone and frame building, cross-gable roof, breezeway,
L-shaped plan, open front porch, hewn wood porch supports, decorative porch railing. Located
at eastern edge of Camp Sherwood Forest in a secluded area, a short distance from Locksley
Chase Village.

Cu30 (116), Cabin: Same as Cu19.

Cu31 (117), Cabin: Same as Cu19.

Cu32 (118), Cabin: Same as Cu19.

Cu33 (119) , Cabin: Same as Cu19.
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Cu34 (120), Cabin: Same as Cu19.

Cu35 (132), Unit Lodge: Same as Cu24. Note stone water fountain just west of the building.

Cu36 (136), Outdoor Kitchen (Shelter Kitchen): Same as Cu24.

Cu37 (140), Restroom/Shower (Unit Latrine): Same as Cu26.

Cu38 (144), Counselor's Cabin: Same as Cu27.

Cu39 (145), Counselor's Cabin: Same as Cu27.

Nottingham Village

This unit consists of five campers' cabins, a unit lodge, an outdoor kitchen, a unit latrine,
and two counselors' cabins, located in a secluded area north of the swimming pool.

Cu40 (121) , Cabin: Same as Cu19.

Cu4l (122) , Cabin: Same as C19.
Cu42 (123) , Cabin: Same as Cu19.

Cu43 (124) , Cabin: Same as Cu19.

Cu44 (125), Cabin: Same as Cu19.

Cu45 (133), Unit Lodge: Same as Cu24.

Cu46 (137), Outdoor Kitchen (Shelter Kitchen): Same as Cu24.

Cu47 (141) , Restroom/Shower (Unit Latrine): Same as Cu26.
Cu48 (146) , Counselor's Caoin: Same as Cu27.

Cu49 (147) , Counselor's Cabin: Same as Cu27.
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Fountaindale Village

This unit consists of five cabins, a unit lodge, a unit latrine, and two counselor's cabins,
arranged in a circle around the outdoor kitchen.

Cu50 (126), Cabin: Same as Cu19.

Cu51 (127), Cabin: Same~; Cu19.
Cu52 (128), Cabin: Same as Cu19.

Cu53 (129), Cabin: Same as Cu19.

Cu54 (130), Cabin: Same as Cu19.

Cu55 (134), Unit Lodge: Same as Cu24.

Cu56 (138), Outdoor Kitchen (Shelter Kitchen): Same as Cu25.

Cu57 (142), Restroom/Showe:~ (Unit Latrine): Same as Cu26.

Cu58 (148), Counselor's Cabin: Same as Cu27.

Cu59 (149), Counselor's Cabin: Same as Cu27.

Buildings that do not cont:cibute to the historical character of the district are as follows:

Confection Stand (Outfitter's Station), located east of dining hall.
Utility Building (Garage), located south of dining hall.

lAnnabeth Brandle and G.A. Bruder, Jr. "The History of Sherwood Forest Camping Service,
Inc.," p. 3. Copy on file DNR.

2Good, 1938, Pt. III, p. 4.



United States Departm,ent of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Inventory-Norrlination Form

NPS Form 1o-~.

(3.a2)

E.C.W. Architecture in Mo. State Parks
Continuation sheet Cuivre Ri'rer State Park Item number property data

OMB No. 1024-Q018
Exp. 10-31-84

Page J 0

Significance

Camp Sherwood Historic District has exceptional significance under Criteria A and C as the
product of a successful Ne~ Deal program aimed at providing outdoor recreational opportunities
for disadvantaged urban children and also as an impressive grouping of buildings and
structures representing the type of rustic park architecture promoted by the National Park
Service during the 1930's. Social/Humanitarian--Recreation: New Deal relief workers
constructed several group camps in Missour's three Recreational Demonstration Areas, which
were located near urban centers in order to serve the needs of those who might otherwise be
unable to enjoy a wilderness experience. The group camps have been quite popular through the
years, and popularity has brought with it strong pressure for the modernization of the
facilities. As a result of this pressure, few of the group camps have survived intact.
Scattered buildings still E~xist in many of the original camps. But only three of Missouri's
New Deal group camps have retained their historical integrity. Of these three, Camp Sherwood
Forest remains in the most nearly pristine condition, with most of its original buildings
still in existance, intact, and unaltered. Architecture: The architecture of these camps was
central to their original purpose. While the camping experience itself removed city children
from concrete streets to the wilderness, the camp buildings removed them from skyscrappers and
tenements to a type of architecture that was smaller in scale, rougher in texture, and imbued
with the qualities of hand..craftsmanship and harmony with nature. The unit villages and
central facilities at Camp Sherwood Forest embody the principle expressed by Albert Good in
1938 National Park Service Publication, Park and Recreation Structures, that camp buildings
should be economical and utilitarian and at the same time "pleasing in proportion, appropriate
as to material,s and painless to the eye."l

lAlbert H. Good, Park and Recreaton Structures (NPS, 1938), Pt. III, p. 4.
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Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property: Approximately lJ2 acres.
Quadrangle name: Okete, Mo.
Scale: 1:24,000
UTM References:
A 15/680740/4323780
B 15/680760/4323080
C 15/680000/4323080
D 15/680000/4323740

Verbal Boundary Description and Justification

The boundary of the nominated property is clearly indicated on the appended maps and is
defined as the parallelogram whose vertices are the above referenced UTM coordinates. This
parallelogram contains all buildings and structures pertaining to the original and present
group camp and forms a compact and convenient boundary for the district.
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ADMINISTRATIyE AREA HISTORIC DISTRICT
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OgETE, MO. Quadrangle (1975)
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Cuivre River State Park Administrative Area Historic District

Description

Cuivre River state Park Administrative Area Historic District contains six buildings and
structures of historical or architectural significance, plus curbing and other road work,
constructed by the Civilian Conservation Corps and the Works Projects Administration between
1934 and 1941. At the eastern end of the district stands a rustic arched bridge (photo #2)
completed at the end of thE! Depression Era (ca. 1941). Stone curbing, culverts (Photo #1) and
ditch dams edge the main p~lrk road (Route 147), which runs west to the Park Office and service
area and continues west to the stone shelter house (Photo #3) and old well house in the picnic
area on the eastern bank of Cuivre River. The river marks the western edge of the district.

Cuivre River State Park Administrative Area Historic District includes the central park
office, major service buildings, and the main public use area developed by relief workers and
still functioning in the park. Only one modern intrusion, a residence (and garage) in the
service area, appears in the district. The large stone shelter in the picnic area and the
rustic park office (Photo t~6) are notable structures that combine with the arched bridge, road
work, and service buildings to create a sense of history in this area.

Buildings and structures that contribute to the historical character of the district are, as
follows:

CuI Bridge: 1941 reinforced concrete structure with stone facing three segmental arches with
heavy stone buttresses.

Cu2 (30)*, Shelter/Restroor~: 1940 combination picnic shelter and comfort station, compound
plan, rough stone in horizontal courses, log beams, cross-gable roof, flared eaves, stone
fireplace in shelter area. Note stone water fountain south of shelter and stone curbing
around parking area.

Cu3 (31), Wellhouse: 1940 below-ground structure with stone steps leading down to door
opening, stone wall projecting above ground, west of shelter in picnic area.

Cu4 (154), Warehouse: 1934-1941 frame building, rectangular plan (35 1 x 68 1
), stone

foundation, rustic stone loading dock, side-gable roof with front projection, located in
service area.

Cu5 (156), Service Building (Garage): 1934-1941 frame one-story building, rectangular plan,
concrete foundation, rustic doors, located in service area.

Cu6 (160), Park Office: 1934-1941 small-scale (17 1 x 29') cottage-like building, with steep
front-gable roof that extends over open front porch, ornamental wooden supports, combination
of horizontal and board-and-batten vertical siding for textured effect, located on nortil side
of main park road, near service area.

Buildings that do not contribute to the historical character of the district are, as follows:
Assistant superintendent's residence, garage and water tower in the service area.



NPS Fonn 10-*"_
13'&21

OMS No. 1024-0018
Exp. 10-31-84

Page 3
District an

Item number property data

National Regist,er of Historic Places
Inventory-Nomlination Form
E.C.W. Architecture in Mo. State Parks

Continuation sheet Cuivre Ri'rer State Park

United States Departmnnt of the Interior
National Park Service

*Numbers in parentheses are inventory numbers used by the Mo. Division of Parks and Historic
Preservation.

Significance

Cuivre River State Park Administrative Area Historic District has exceptional
significance according to the criteria of evaluation under definitions A and C to wit: it is
associated with Emergency Conservation Work involving the labor of CCC enrollees and WPA
workers of the New Deal era, a major historical development of the twentieth century; it
embodies the distinctive characteristics of the rustic architecture promoted by the National
Park Service in the years before World War II. Architecture and Landscape Architecture: This
district contains some of the few intact examples of administrative and service buildings
erected by New Deal relief workers in Missouri's state parks. Especially significant is the
small, cottage-like park office, which retains its original chracter without additions or
alterations. The shelter/restroom, the arched bridge and other structures are also excellent
examples of the National Park Service rustic architecture of the 1930's. Notable elements of
landscape architecture are the stone curbing, guttering and culverts along the main park road.
Politics and Government: Cuivre River State Park was originally developed by the federal
government as a Recreational Demonstration Area and did not become a state park until 1946.
Thus, it has significance as an example of an effort of the national government to reclaim
sub-marginal farm land in a state in which farmers were devastated by the Great Depression.
Conservation--Recreation: The buildings and structures in this district were the products of a
successful effort to develop non-productive acreage for recreational use.
Social/Humanitarian: In social/humanitarian terms, the development of Cuiver River
Recreational Demonstration Area, which became Cuiver River State Park, provided useful work
and crafts training for CCC enrollees and WPA laborers during the Great Depression.
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Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property: Approximately 620 acres.
Quadrangle name: Okete, Ma.
Quadrangle scale: 1:24,000
UTM References:
A 15/680780/4319865
B 15/681440/4318720
C 15/680010/4318700
D 15/677700/4318990
E 15/677805/4319800

Verbal Boundary Description and Justification

The boundaries of the nominated property are clearly indicated on the appended maps (U.S.G.S.
map and district map). Thi~; area was selected as following the park road, improved by WPA and
CCC relief workers, and containing a high concentration of E.C.W. buildings and structures in
the administrative, serViCE! and public use areas along this main park road.
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Dr. Edmund A. Babler Memorial state Park is located in the rolling hills of the Missouri River
border country in the western part of st. Louis County, approximately thirty-two miles from
downtown st. Louis. Prominent businessman Jacob Babler donated 868 acres in 1934 to establish
the park as a memorial to his late brother Edmund, a distinguished st. Louis surgeon.
Subsequent gifts of the Babler family and purchases by the state increased the size of the
park to over 2,000 acres. In 1935, two CCC companies began developing the park for public
recreation. Three hundred WPA workers assisted in construction of park roads and other park
projects. During the following year, Jacob Babler established a trust fund to provide for the
present and future maintenance of the facilities. At dedication ceremonies in 1938, the
Babler family unveiled a full-length bronze statue of Dr. Edmund A. Babler in the park. In
recent years the park has become the home of the Jacob L. Babler Outdoor Education Center for
the Handicapped, providin9 year-round opportunities for horseback riding, hiking, fishing,
camping, crafts, archery a.nd nature study in the park1s facilities, the majority of which
werebuilt by the CCC. This park has been nominated as a historic district.
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The Or. Edmund A. Babler Ml3morial State Park Historic District

Description

The Or. Edmund A. Babler Memorial State Park Historic Dirstrict comprises some twenty-two
buildings and structures of historical and arcitectural significance erected by the Civilian
Conservation Corps, with tile assistance of WPA relief workers, between 1935 and 1941. During
their years of activity in the park, relief workers laid eight miles of road, quarried stone
for many beautiful buildin,~s, and constructed a stone entranceway, a concession center,
stables, shelters, a small residence, bridges, service buildings, comfort stations, and an
imposing lodge on a rugged tract southwest of st. Louis, Missouri. The largest of these
structures are the handsoml3 lodge, the stone stable, and a cruciform picnic shelter. The
stable at Babler is the only one built by the CCC that is still in use as a stable in a
Missouri state park. The 13questrian underpasses are notable for their nearly flat $egmental
arches and massive stone wing walls (Photo #3). The stonework at Babler is of exceptional
quality. Wall treatments are generally of rough random ashlar with distinctive stone
detailing at the cornices (Photo #19). Wide roads constructed by relief workers feature stone
curbing and guttering (Photo #2). To a surprising degree, this park retains the character
imparted to it by the National Park Service and New Deal relief workers during the Depression
Era. One of its most pleasant qualitites is a feeling of openness, with broad lanes, spacious
picnic areas, and lush wooded hills. Buildings are widely separated and in many cases
screened by hills and trees. Modern intrusions include a new superintendent's residence, a
pool and tennis courts, and several new service buildings. The Jacob A. Babler Handicapped
Center, a complex of modern buildings, is located at the extreme southwestern edge of the
district.

Buildings and structures that contribute to the quality of the district are, as follows:

Bal, Main Entrance: 1938 wing walls of cut stone flanking the wide park road at its
intersection with Highway 109.

Ba2 Equestrian Underpass: 1935-1941 tall stone-faced bridge with single segmental arch over
horse trail under main park road, approximately one mile from park entrance.

Ba3 Equestrian Underpass: 1935-1941 tall stone-faced bridge with single segmental arch over
equestrian trail under park road, approximately one-fourth mile east of the stable.

Ba4 Vehicle Bridge: 1936-1937 rustic bridge of concrete construction with stone facings, two
segmental arches, stone head walls and wing walls, located in a little-used area near the
northern boundry of the park.

BaS (2) Park Office (Well House): 1936 small (16' x 24 1
) rectangular building of random

rubble construction, stone dentilation, steeply-pitched hip roof, small entrance portico
(added), concrete foundation, small four-paned double-hung windows, eyebrow dormer in rear.
Originally a well house located near the encampment of CCC Company 3763, the building now
contains an office, storage room, and lavatory.
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Ba6 (3) Shelter and Rest Room: 1935-1941 small (10 1 x 12 1
) stone building with rest room in

basement (entered from reary; pitched front-gable roof, random rubble wall treatment, arched
door opening, quoins, concrete foundation. Just west of the building is a stone patio on
which a mobile home is now anchored; just north of the building is an outdoor fireplace of cut
stone. A flight of stone steps goes down to the restroom in the rear. This shelter is no
longer in use.

Ba7 (4) Service Building: 1935-1941 two-story barn-like service building, gambrel roof,
horizontal oak siding, cross-hatched doors, six-by-six casement windows, located southeast of
the old Park-Keeperls Cottage.

Ba8 (7) Old Shed (Old Stonecutter's Shed): 1935-1941 rectangular shed, front-gable roof, roof
covering of galvanized sheet metal, wood construction, vertical siding, badly deteriorated.

Ba9 (16) Warehouse Number 1: 1935-1941 sixteen-bay garage/warehouse, side-gable roof, wood
siding; rear of building is set against hillside; located near new Superintendentls Residence.

BalD (17) Warehouse Number 2: 1935-1941 large rectangular service building, side-gable roof
in saltbox form, roof projection over concrete loading dock. This building is located in a
service court, with serveral new service buildings in a secluded area near the southern
boundry of the park.

Ball (18) Rest Room in Alta Area: 1935-1941 small (151 x 30 1) rectangular building of rough
random ashlar construction, distinctive detailing at cornices, hip roof, stone chimney on west
side, decoratiye voussoirs over ten small windows. Located near picnic shelter in alta Area.

Ba12 (20) Open Picnic Shelter in Alta Area: 1935-1941 large cruciform shelter, four-sided
central fireplace, stone walls (31/2 1 high), cross-gable roof supported by heavy timber posts
and struts, horizontal wood siding at gable ends, flagstone floor set in concrete, built-in
wooden benches. Note the long, sweeping stone retaining walls along the edge of the picnic
area, stone curbing in parking area.

Ba13 (21) Lodge: 1935-19~.1 large rambling one-and-one-half-story building, rough random
ashlar construction, concI'ete foundation, cross-gable roof, irregular floor plan, with north
wing extending at an angle! from the main block, two-story projecting bay containing arched
entrance portico. Locatecl at the top of a gentle slope in a secluded area in the northeastern
corner of the park.

Ba14 (22) Rest Room in Cochran Area (formerly Hillwood Picnic Area): 1935-1941 small (151 x
30 1) rectangular building, abutting hillside, medium-pitched hip roof, rough random ashlar
construction, characteristic cornice treatment, small windows, stone lintels, stone chimney,
located near Cochran Area shelter.
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Ba15 (23) Shelter in Cochran Area (formerly Hillwood Picnic Area): 1936-1937 stone and timber
shelter with enclosed rear alcove containing stone fireplace, massive stone chimney on rear
wall, hip roof (gabled hip over the alcove), heavy wooden roof supports, open wood beam
ceiling in octagonal open shelter area.

Ba16 (26) Residence (Park fCeeperls Cottage): 1935-1936 small (24 1 x 45 1)
one-and-one-half-story frame cottage, stone foundation, gable roof, small entrance porch with
wood railing suggestive of Swiss chalet.

Ba17 (28) Old Concession Building: 1935-1941 stone building, L-shaped plan, medium-pitched
cross-gable roof, bay window in front-facing wing, pediment over stone entrance porch, double
front doors, casement windows, stone sills and lintels. Formerly the Concession Building,
this building now houses a museum and nature center.

Ba18 (29) Rest Room in Old Concession Area: 1935-1941 small (22 1 x 25 1) rectangular building
of random cut stone construction, front-gable roof, horizontal wood siding at gable ends,
small entry porch with shed-style roof supported by timber posts and struts, small single-sash
windows, stone sills, wooden lintels. There is a rustic wooden footbridge between this rest
room and the Old Concession Building. This bridge is not original, but has been reconstructed
in the style of the original bridge erected here by the CCC.

Ba19 (30) Contact Station: 1935-1941 truncated building of smooth cut stone, formerly housing
the contact booth, now anchoring the park logo and a map of the park.

Ba20 (32) Rest Room in Crystal Spring Area: small (15 1 x 20 1
) rectangular stone building,

rough random ashlar, characteristic cornice treatment, hip roof, eyebrow dormer (ventilator)
in center front portion of roof, stone sills, decorative voussoirs above small windows. This
building has not been used for several years and has suffered from neglect.

Ba21 (33) Rest Room in Wa11ut Grove Area: small (14 1 x 32 1
) rectangular building of random

cut stones in a variety of shapes and sizes, side-gable roof, small pedimented entry porch
with timber supports, small windows just under the eave line, stone sills, wooden lintels.

Ba22 (34) Stable: large L-shaped building of random cut stone, stable-keeper1s office in mail
block, stables in elongated rear ell, medium-pitched cross-gable roof, heavy timbers used for
decorative effects at gable ends, pedimented entry porch in front, shed-style dormers and
small cupola on roof of rear ell.

Non-contributing structures located within the district boundaries are, as follows:

Swimming Pool, Bath House Concession, Filter House, Tennis Courts, built in the 1960 1s.

Superintendent1s Residence (1): modern ranch-style house, located just south of the main park
road, near Warehouse #1.

Jacob L. Babler Handicapped Center complex.
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Water tower in Alta Area (19): steel tower, possibly constructed by CCC, but adding little to
the district.

Garage (27); small modern garage behind Park Keeper's Cottage.

Stable Keeper's Residence (35): frame cottage constructed ca. 1941, altered, and in
deplapidated condition.

Service buildings: two modern service buildings located just east of Warehouse #2.

*Numbers in parentheses are in-house inventory numbers used by the Missouri Division of Parks
and Historic Preservation.

Significance

The Dr. Edmund A. Babler Memorial State Park Historic District has exceptional significance
according to the criteria of evaluation under definitions A and e to wit: it is associated
with Emergency Conservation Work involving the labor of cee enrollees and WPA workers of the
New Deal era, a major historical development of the twentieth century; it embodies the
distinctive characteristics of the rustic architecture promoted by the National Park Service
in the years before World War II. Architecture and Landscape Architecture: The buildings and
structures of stone and timber in this park are superb examples of sturdiness, simplicity, and
exquisite craftsmanship in the rustic tradition. Placement of buildings at wide intervals in
insconspicuous locations, with screening from hillsides and trees, reflects the National Park
Service principle of subordination of man-made structures to the natural setting. The park
road, constructed by relief workers, is notable for its meandering design and rustic stone
curbing and guttering. Social/Humanitarian: The ambitious park development project at Babler
provided needed work relief for young eee enrollees and WPA workers. The social/humanitarian
values of the park project were well stated by Jacob Babler, who donated the land to the
state. On October 9, 1983, the st. Louis Glode-Democrat quoted Mr. Babler as saying that the
relief workers engaged in the project were "saved from the influences of pool halls and bad
company and made into men, strong and healthy."
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Conservation--Recreation: Development of this state park made possible the conservation of a
large wooded tract in a rapidly urbanizing area just thirty-two miles from downtown st.
Louis. The park, established during the Great Depression, continues to provide significant
recreational facilities fo:r citizens of the surrounding urban area as well as visitors from
other parts of Missouri and neighboring states.
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Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property: Approximately 2,325 acres.

Quadrangle name: Weldon Spring, Mo., and Eureka, Mo.

Quadrangle scale: 1:24,000

UTM References:
A 15/701710/4279480
B 15/698820/4274680
C 15/703520/4275480
D 15/698765/4278640

Verbal Boundary Descripticn and Justification

The boundaries of the nominated property are clearly indicated on the appended maps (U.S.G.S.
map and district map) and are defined as the original (1934) boundaries of Dr. Edmund A.
Babler State Park, excluding those parcels of land that were included in the original tract
but are not included within the present state park.
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MAP I

U.S.G.S. 7.5'
WELDON SPRING. MO.

UTM Reference Points:
A. 15/701710/4279480
D. 15/698765/4278640

EMERGENCY CONSERVATION WORK ARCHITECTURE
IN MISSOURI STATE PARKS. (1933-1942) T.R.

DR. EDMUND A. BABLER MEMORIAL STATE PARK
HISTORIC DISTRICT
St. Louis County. Missouri

Join to MAP II by arrows.
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Knob ~oster State Park

Knob Noster State Park came into existence as Montserrat Federal Recreational Demonstration
Area. The federal government developed the 4,600-acre tract to provi de camping and
picnicking facilities for residents of the nearby urban areas of Warrensburg and Kansas
City. Originally composed of sub-marginal farmlands, the area is rugged and hilly, with
a stream flowing through it. Between 1938 and 1941, WPA workers created an artificial
lake, built service build'ings and a park office (recently remodeled), and constructed
two organi zed group campi ng facil i ti es. In 1946, the area became part of the Mi ssouri
state park system. Heavy use and the pressure for modernization have brought about the
remodeling of the park office, a custodial residence, other park buildings, and one of
the group camps. Nominatl:!d in this park are one historic district, Camp Shawnee Historic
District, and five non-contiguous sites: the entrance portal, the bridge on the entrance
road, the warehouse (tooll1ouse) and repair shop, the dam and spillway at Lake Buteo, and
a stone rest room near thl:! spillway. District data follows; please see inventory data
sheets on non-contiguous sites.
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Camp Shawnee Historic District

Description

Camp Shawnee Historic District comprises thirty buildings and structures of historical
and/or architectural significance constructed by relief workers under the Works Projects
Administration in Montserrat Recreational Demonstration Area, which later became Knob Knoster
State Park. One of the few surviving Depression-Era group camps in Missouri, and the only one
built wholly by WPA workers, Camp Shawnee (formerly Camp Red Cedar) is a cluster of rustic
cabins, lodges, and service buildings constructed under the supervision of the National Park
Service between 1936 and 1941. In the central area of the facility, the pool house, dining
hall, infirmary, staff lod~les, office and central latrine are original, intact, and impart a
definite sense of history. These central buildings stand in a wide flat meadow. Cabin units
nestle at the edge of a dense forest. In the cabin units, all the original bathhouse
(latrines) and some of the original cabins are gone. Some of the cabins and particularly the
unit lodges are in disrepair. However, the four cabin units remain essentially intact. The
new bathhouses (rest rooms) in the units do not seriously detract from the historical
character of the district. On the whole, this camping facility retains a suprising degree of
integrity and constitutes a rare survival in the state park system.

Buildings that contribute to the historical character of the district are, as follows:

Knl (62)* Park Office: 1939-1940 one story building of stone and wood, L-shaped plan,
cross-gable roof, entry porch with roof extension supported by posts and brackets, casement
windows, rough ashlar wall treatment to level of window sills, stone retaining wall extending
from rear wall of building.. The combination of vertical board and batten and horizontal lap
siding seen here is repeated in most of the buildings in the camp.

Kn2 (63) Cabin: 1936-1938 one-room frame cabin, rectangular plan (13 1 x 18 1
), side-gable

roof, small entry porch with shed-style roof projection supported by heavy posts and struts,
combination of concrete foundation and rough stone piers, ribbon-type windows.

Kn3 (64): Identical to Kn2.

Kn4 (65): Identical to Kn2.

Kn5 (66): Identical to Kn2.
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Kn6 (67): Identical to Kn:2.

Kn7 (68): Identical to Kn:2.

Kn8 (69) Staff Quarters (Two-Cot Counselors' Cabin): Ca. 1938 one-room frame cabin,
rectangular plan (10' x 14 1

), side-gable roof with front overhang, open porch supported by
heavy posts and brackets, stone and concrete foundation, awning-style windows (hinged at the
tops) •

Kn9 (70): Identical to KnB.

KnlO (77) Unit Lodge: 1939-1941 stone and wood building, rectangular plan (20' x 29 1
),

central stone chimney, medium-pitched gable roof, small entrance porch with shed-style roof
projection, enclosed side porch with fireplace for outdoor cooking, rough ashlar to level of
window sills, wood siding above.

Knll (78): Identical to KnlO.

Kn12 (79): Identical to KnlO.

Kn13 (80) Cabin: 1936-1938 three-room camper cabin, rectangular plan (19 1 x 38 1
), frame

construction on rough stone piers, concrete pad at entrance, side-gable roof, ribbon-style
windows, horizontal lap siding.

Kn14 (81): Identical to Kn13.

Kn15 (82): Identical to Kn13.

Kn16 (83): Identical to Kn13.

Kn17 (84): Identical to Kn13.

Kn18 (85): Identical to Kn13.

Kn19 (86): Identical to Kn13.

Kn20 (87) : Identical to K:n13.

Kn21 (88) Cabin: Same as Kn13, except for concrete foundation.

Kn22 (89) Bath House: 19;;9-1941 rustic cottage-style building constructed as part of swimming
pool complex. Note stone steps and retaining wall north and west of the building. Swimming
pool is concrete and has been repaired and modernized.

Kn23 (90) Central Latrine: 1936-1938 simple gable-fronted frame building, concrete
foundation, small single-sashed four-paned windows, cross-hatched doors. Located in central
area north of Mess Hall.
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Kn24 (91), Crafts Building: 1939 simple gable-fronted frame building, rectangular plan (19 1 x
29 1), concrete foundation, flagstone patio in front, double front doors, rectangular
single-pane windows, ribbor-type windows along sides.

Kn25 (92) Infirmary: 1938 small frame building, stone foundation, T-shaped plan, side-gable
roof, corner entry, small entry porch, emergency entrance on north side. Note: wrought iron
railings on north side entry porch are original.

Kn26 (93) Staff Quarters #1 (Help1s Quarters): 1938-1939 rectangular frame building, stone
foundation, variation of the gable-fronted cottage with entry porches front and rear.

Kn27 (94) Staff Quarters #L~: Identical to Kn8.

Kn28 (95) Staff Lodge (Staff and Director1s Quarters): 1939 frame cottage, rectangular plan
(24 1 x 39 1

), stone foundati.on, central stone chimney, side-gable roof, pedimented one-bay
entry porch, rustic railings, built-in benches, casement windows.

Kn29 (96) Mess Hall: 1938 large frame building, stone foundation, T-shaped plan, cross-gable
roof, small entrance portico, two massive stone chimneys; dining area in main block, kitchen
in rear section of buildin~l. Interior of main dining area is original; even tables and
benches are the original ones built according to NPS specifications.

Kn30 Amphitheater: campfire circle with stone seat on east side, fire ring rimmed by stones
in center, set on the side of a hill within a circle of cedar trees, east of Camp Shawnee.

Non-contributing struc:tures are, as follows:

Four new latrines in Cabin Units 1-4.
Pumphouse north of Swimmin~l Pool.
Swimming pool.

*Numbers in parentheses arE~ inventory numbers used by the Missouri Division of Parks and
Historic Preservation.
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Significance
-

Camp Shawnee Historic District has exceptional signifcance under Criteria A and C as the
last surviving group camp built wholly by WPA workers in Missouri's state park syustem and
also as an example of a camping facility constructed under the auspices of the National Park
Service in the rustic mode of park architecture. Architecture and Landscape Architecture:
Camp layout is similar to that of Camp Sherwood Forest at Cuivre River State Park, with small
cabin units, or villages, set apart from the dining hall and other central facilities. The
camp buildings also resemble those at Camp Sherwood Forest in their simple frame construction,
compactness, economy, harmony with a wooded setting, and effective use of rustic details.
Conservation--Recreation: Construction of the camp resulted from a New Deal conservation
program aimed at developir,g sub-marginal farmland for recreational use. Social/Humanitarian:
The purpose of the group camps was to provide outdoor recreational opportunities for
disadvantaged children from nearby urban areas, in this case Warrensburg and Kansas City.
Camp Shawnee has been usee!, and continues to be used, by many organized groups of young
people. Construction of the camp provided work relief over a five-year period to unemployed
men in Johnson County. Politics/Government: Construction of this camp in a federal
Recreational Demonstration Area resulted from a significant federal effort to reclaim
non-productive farmland in a state where farmers suffered greatly from the Depression. In
1946, the federal governmE~nt transferred ownership of the Recreational Demonstration Area to
the state, and the group camp continued to serve its original purpose within the state park.

Bibliography

Missouri State Planning Board. A State Plan for Missouri: Missouri State Parks Attendance
and Use Data. 1938, pp. 147-150.

Missouri Department of Natural Resources. Division of Parks and Historic Preservation.
Archives. Jefferson City, Mo.

Knob Noster S.P., Archives, on file in Parks Office.



NPS Fonn 1C1-*".
(:M2)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Regist:er of Historic Places
Inventory-Non1ination Form
E.C.W. Architecture in Missouri State Parks District
Continuation sheet K-nob Nost,~r State Park Item number property data

Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property: A:;proximate1y 215 acres.
Quadrangle name: Knob Noster, Mo.~ and Burtvl11e, Mo.
Quadrangle scale: 1:24,000
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Verbal Boundary Description and Justification

The boundary of the district is clearly delineated on the appended maps (U.S.G.S. map and
district map) and encloses all buildings and structures pertaining to the group camping
facility, including the old amphitheater located east of the camp.
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MISSOURI OFFICE OF HISTIORIC PRESERVATION / INVENTORY SURVEY FORM

I. NAME

HISTORIC Montserrat Recreational Demonstration Area, Warehouse #2 and Workshop
AND/ORCOMMON Knob Noster State Park, Toolhouse and Repair Shop

2. LOCATION
STREET a NUMBER

CITY, TOWN

STATE Missouri

3. CLASSIFICATION

tooIf 29

__VICINITY OF

COUNTY Johrison coos- 101

CATEGORY
_.~dlstrlct

-X-bulldlng(s)
_structure
_site
_object

OWNERSHIP
25.publlc
_private
_bOttI
PUBLIC ACQUISrnON
_In proce..
_being considered

STATUS
~occupled
_unoccupied
_work In progre..
ACCESSIBLE
_yes: restricted
_yel: unrestricted

no

PRESENT USE
_agriculture
-COmmercial
_educational
_entertainment
_government
_indultrlal

military

'_._museum
~park
_private relldence
_rell9lous
_scientific
_transportation

other:

4. OWNER OF PROPERTY

NAME State of Missouri, Department of Natural Resources
STREET a NUMBER P. o. Box 176
CITY, TOWN Jefferson ci. ty VICINITY OF

5. LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION

Department of Natural Resources
P.O. Box 176
Jefferson City, Missouri 65101

6. REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS

STATE Mlssourl

TITLE DETERMINED ELEGIBLE? YES X NO l"EDERAL STATE COUNTY LOCA

Missouri State His':orical Survey, 1982-1984

7. DESCRIPTION
CONDITION
_excellent
~Ooocl

--fair

_deteriorated
_ruins

unexposed

CHECK ONE
~unaltered
_altered

C~CK ONE
_original lite
_moved date Aug. 1984

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAl. (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The toolhouse (warehouse #2) and repair shop (workshop) at Knob Noster
State Park were the major buildings in a central service court constructed
by WPA relief workers in 1939-1940. At that time, the park was operated
by the federal government as Montserrat Recreational Demonstration Area.
The National Park Service supervised the planning and construction of
these and other buildings in the area. Located on a service loop north
of the park office, the toolhouse and repair shop are large rectangular
frame buildings with side-gable roofs in the saltbox form. The toolhouse i~

notable for a rustic stone loading dock in front and heavy stone piers, or
buttresses, reinforcing the foundation on the sides and at the rear. The
repair shop is a four-bay garage with rustic cross-hatehed doors. Both
buildings have pine shiplap siding and small single-sashed nine-paned
windows. The buildings are large, well-built, and well-preserved
examples of service buildings that strongly resemble other service
buildings erected by the Civilian Conservation Corps at two other
Missouri state parks, Lake of the Ozarks State Park and Cuivre River
State Park, both of which began as federal Recreational Demonstration
Areas.



8. SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD
__prehistoric
_1400-1499
_ISoo-IS99
__1600-1699

_1700-1799
_1800-1899
-2£...1900-

Aft.. OF SIC;NIFICANCE - CHECK AND JUSTIFY
archeolo"y-prehls1rorlc __community planning---,. x

__archeology- hlstorll: __conservation
__agriculture __economics

-X..archltecture __education
__art __engineering

__commerce __exploration/settlement
__communications __industry

__Invention

BELOW
_landtcGpe archm1Cfunr, '
__law

__literature
__military
__music

__philosophy

~polltlcs/gQVernment

_religion
_science
__sculpture

_x.oclall

humanitarian
__theater
__transportation

~other (specify)
RecreatJ.on.

SPECIFIC DATES 1939-1940 BUILDER/ARCHITECT WPA/National Park service
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (IN ONE PARAGRAPH)

The toolhouse and repair shop at Knob Noster state Park have
exceptional signif~~cance under Criteria A and C. These buildings are
typical and well-preserved examples of the utilitarian structures
erected by WPA wor}(ers and CCC enrollees at three Recreational
Demonstration Areas created in Missouri under New Deal recovery
programs. In stylE? and workmanship, these buildings embody the standards
set in the 1930's 'oy the National Park Service for rustic architecture
in parks and recreational areas. In the areas of conservation and
recreation, these structures are tangible products of a nationwide
effort to reclaim non-productive farmlands for recreational purposes.
The buildings continue to function as a warehouse and shop in a park
that provides recreational and camping facilities for people of the
Kansas City area. The buildings also have significance in the areas
of politics and government and social-humanitarianism as the products
of an important and successful effort by the federal government to
provide work relief to the needed and foster economic recovery in the
states.

9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES
Hissouri State Planning Board. A State Plan for Missouri: Missouri State

Parks Attendance and Use Data, 1938, pp. 147-150.

Knob Noster State Park Archives, located in the Park Office.

10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

~
NORTHING

lLLLL..w.J

lLLJ...u...J
EASTING

lLLJ...u...J

BUJ
ZONE

o l.JJ

ACREAGE 01' PROPCRTY_f_QUAOItANGLE NA"I__Kn~o~b!:<...JN.:c:o""s;wt.:.lie...r...l.~M~o ..... SCALl.-l..:2~ ,ooCL _

UTM REFERENCES *Less than or.e acre

A lJ.uJ~ lu2.ls 19 h 13 n I,
ZONE EASTING NORTHING

C LLJ l.LL.W.....LJ LL.l...L.l..L..
VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION ANiD JUSTIFICATION

The nominated property is contained within a rectangle centered on the above referenced UTM
point. The north line runs parallel to and lOOt from the north wall of the repair shop; the
east wall runs parallel to and 50' from the rear wall of the warehouse; the south wall rtms

II. FORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE Bonnie wricrht
ORGANIZATION

ADDRESS DATE
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parallel to and 100' from the south wall of the warehouse, and the west wall runs
parallel to and 50' from the west wall of the warehouse. The resulting rectangle,
which measures 400' north..south by 150' east~west forms a compact and convenient
boUndary for the buildings within the service court area.
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MISSOURI OFFICE:> OF HISTC)RIC PRESERVATION / INVENTORY SURVEY FORM

I. NAME

HISTORIC Montserrat Recreati.onal Demonstration Area, Rock Bath Hou.se
ANDIOR COMMON Knob Noster State Park, Rest Room

2. LOCATION
STREET a NUMBER

CITY, TOWN

STATE Missouri
3. CLASSIFICATION

29

__VICINITY OF

COUNTY Johnson CODE·· 101

CATEGORY
-x-dlstrlct
_bulldlng(s)
_structure
_site
_object

OWNERSHIP
~publlc

_"private
_both
PUBLIC ACQUISlinON
_In proce..
_being conslde...d

STATUS
Loccupled
_unoccupied
_work In progre..
ACCESSIBLE
_yes: restricted
_ye.: unre.trlcted

no

PRESENT USE
_agriculture
_commercial
_educational
_entertainment
_government
_indUstrial

military

'_muaeum
....x.park
_private residence
_reIIgIou.
_lClentlflc
_transportation

other:

4. OWNER OF PROPERTY
NAME State of Missouri, Department of Natural Resources
STREET a NUMBER P. o. Box 1 76
CITY, TOWN Jefferson City VICINITY OF

5. LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION
Department of Natural Resources
P.O. Box 176
Jefferson City, Nissouri 65101

6. REPRESENTATION IN EXISTI~'G SURVEYS

STATE Hissourl

TITLE DETERMINED ELIGIBLE? _ YES ~ NO

Missouri State His":orical Survey, 1982-1984

7. DESCRIPTION

fEDERAL STATE COUNTY L.OCA

CONDITION
_excellent
~good

--lair

_deteriorated
_ruins

_unexposed

CHECK ONE
..Lunattered
_altered

CHECK ONE
-z'-orfglnat site
_moved dote All 9n st 1984

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAl. OF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The rock bath housle (rest room) in the picnic area at Knob Noster State
Park is a modest stone building with a pitched side-gable roof and small
hopper-style windo·W's directly under the eave line. Stone wing walls extend
from either end of the facade, fo~ming screens for the side entrances to
the men's and women's toilet facilities. Stone retaining walls extend in
curvilinear forms from the rear of the building. Constructed by I~PA

relief workers in 1939, the building retains its sturdy and rustic
character in a wooded area west of Lake Buteo, a man-made lake created
by relief workers in Montserrat Recreational Demonstration Area, which
in 1946 became Knob Noster State Park.



8. SIGNIFICANCE

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE - CHECK AND JUSTIFY
_C2rcheology-prehlst<l)rlc __community planning
__archeology- historic ~conservatlon

__agriculture __economics

~archltecture __education
__art __engineering

__commerce __exploration/settlement
__communications __lndustry

__Invention

Service

PERIOD
__prehistoric
_1400-1499
_1~00-1~99

__1600-1699

_1700-1799
_1800-1899
.1L.1900-

SPECIFIC DATES 1939 BUILDER/ARCHITECT

BELOW
_,_ !andscape architecture
__law

__literature
__military
__music

__philosophy

~Polltlca/govemment

WPA/National Park

_religion
_science
__SCUlpture

-K.soclall
humanitarian

__theater
__transportation

~other (sp~lfy)
RecreatJ.on

B LU lLLl.w..J~
ZONE EASTING NORTHING

D lLJ lLLlu.J l.L..LLL-..U

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (IN ONE PARAGRAPH)
. -

The rock bath housE~ (rest room) in the picnic area at Knob Noster
State Park has excE~ptional significance under Criteria A and C.
f.~odest in size and mundane in function, the bath house nevertheless
represents a vital feature of the federally-sponsored development of
Hontserrat Recreational Demonstration Area in west central i\1issouri.
Architecturally, the bath house is significant for its excellent
craftsmanship and simple beauty in the rustic tradition upheld by the
National Park Service during the great surge of park development in
the 1930's. Conservation--Recreation: Construction of the bath house
resulted from a nat~ional effort to reclaim sub-marginal farmlands and
develop them for rE~creational purposes. POlitics/Government--Social/
Humanitarian: The construction project giave needed employment to men
on the relief rolls in Johnson County, Missouri and played a significant
role in providing recreational opportunities for the people of the
urban area surrounding Kansas City.

9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL f;~EFERENCES

Knob Noster State :?ark Archives, located in the Park Office.
~,[issouri State Planning Board. A State Plan for Hissouri: >tissouri State

Parks Attendance and Use Data, 1938, pp. 147-150.

10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA
A~CAG! OF PROHRTY-lL- QUADRANGLE NAMC__,.J;Bl,Ull,.;r...tY;:LJ.I,.·J.I,.J.we=..,,....JI'Mil.\.o....... SCALE _1..:24..,.000- _
UTM REFERENCES *Less than one acre

AlLL2J~L~
ZONE EASTING I~ORTHING

C LLJ lLL.L..i....W L--LlLi...LLJ
VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION AND JUSTIFICATION

The nominated property is eontained within a rectangle oriented on the above referenced UTIX
point. The west line runs parellel to and 50' from the west wall of the building; the north
line runs parallel to and :50' from the north wall of the building; the east line runs parallel
to and 50' from the east wall of the building; and the south line runs parallel to and 50' frorr

II. FORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE Bonnie ;1right, Cultural Resource
ORGANIZATION .0epartnent of :,ratural Resources,
AODRESS

Preservationist I
Historic Preservation Program

DATE
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the south wall of the bui:Lding. The resulting rectangle, which measures 115' north-south
by 124' east-west,forms a compact and convenient boundary for the building in a wooded
area near Lake Buteo.
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MISSOURI OFFICE OF HISiCiRIC PRESERVATION / INVENTORY SURVE":' FORM

I. NAME

HISTORIC Montserrat Recreational Demonstration Area, Entrance Portal
ANDIOR COMMON Knob Noster State Pa:rk, Old Entrance Portal

2. LOCATION
STREET a NUMBER

CITY, TOWN Knob Noster, Mo.

STATE Missouri COOE

3. ClASSIFICATION
29

-X-VICINITY OF

COUNTY Johnson COOE 101

CATC:GORY
_district
_b\lildln~(s)
2 structur.
_site
_Qbject

OWNERSHIP
":-PUblic
_prlvat.
_both
P\JBI.IC AC~.J1SmON

_In proc...
_~jnv conslde,.d

N/A

STATUS
_Oc:upied
_ unoecupled
_work In 1)I'09r...
ACCESSISU
_yes: re.trlcted
~)'es: unrestricted

no

PRESENT USE
_aqrlculfure
_commercial
_ educational
_,ntertalnment
_government
_industrial

military

_museum
LPClrk
_;ltivatt r,.ldence
_rtllglcu.
_scitntlflc
_trClnsPCIrtCltlon

other:

4. OWNER OF PROPERTY

NAME "State of Missouri , Department of Natural Resources
STFlEE:T a NUMBER P .0. Box 176
CITY, TOWN Jefferson City VICINITY OF

5. LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION

Department of Natural Reso~rces

P.O. Box 176
Jefferson City, Missouri 65101

6. REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS

STATE MIssouri

TITLE OETE1UIIHED EI.!GIB!.E? YES X NO FEDERAL. X STATE COUNTY

Missouri State Historical Survey, 1982-1984.

7. DESCRIPTION

CONDITION

_excellent
_;ood

....~air

_ deteriorated
_ruins

IJnexcosed

CHECK ONE
lunattered
_altered

CHECK ONE
-!-origlnal site
_moved date A'lg . 1984

::ESCRI8E THE PRESENT AND ORIGiNAI_ (IF l<NOWNl PHYSICAL AP!='!ARANCE

The old entrance portal at Knob Noster State Park consists of eight-foot retaining walls
along a drainage ditch awi two massive stone wing walls on either side of Highway l32.at
the main park road, at the northern edge of the state park, adjacent to the village of
Knob Noster. In 1939, WPA workers constructed the wing walls to Udignify the entrance to
the area n and t~e retaining walls to control the continual caving of the banks around a
drainage ditch. Although the main park entrance now lies approximately one mile to the
southwest, the original entrance portal of random cut stone remains in moderately good
condition, without alterations, and continues to control erosion around the drainage ditch
along the highway.

lnJob Application and Completion Record,n Montserrat Entrance Development, 1939, on
file at the Missouri Department of Natural Resources, Division of Parks and Historic
Preservation, Jefferson City, Mo.



8. SiGNIF1C':'NCE:

PERIOD
__ pr.hll1orlc
__1400-1499

__ I~OO-IS99

__1600 -1699

_1700-1799

-rISOO -IS99
_1900-

AREAS OF SIC;NIFICANCE: - CHECl< ),NO JUSTIFY
__arcneolocjY - prehistoric __ community planninQ

__arelleoloQY- hlstori<: --.!..conservatlon
__aoriculture __ economics

.2-.architeetu,. __education
__ art __ lflqin..rlnQ

__comm.r~ __Ixploratlon/serttlmlnt
__communlco,lcns __Industry

__Invention

eEL.OW
__ JandscCl;M arehneeN,.
__law

__II,tlra'ure
__military

__music

__philosophy

---1l polltlcs/qCIYemmen,

__"lIolon

_scllnc.

__ Iculp'u"

lL-soclal /

humanitarian
__theaf.r

__tran~ortatlon

.!.......oth.r (specify)
Recreation

SP~CIF1C OATES 1939 BUILDER I ARCHITECT WPA/NPS
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE: (IN ONE PARAGRAPH)

-
The old entrance portal at Knob Noster State Park has exceptional significance under
Criteria A and C. Constructed in 1939 by New Deal relief workers, the massive stone
walls were the product of a national effort to develop submarginal farmlands for
recreational use. Their random cut stone construction reflects the rustic tradition
of park architecture uphelc. by the National Park Service during the 1930' s. The walls
were intended to provide an impressive entrance to Montserrat Federal Recreational
Demonstration Area, which in 1946 became Knob Noster State Park. Federal R.D.A.'s
resulted from an important conservation program aimed at developing parks from non­
productive rural land. In social/humanitarian terms, the project provided useful work
for men on the relief rolls in Johnson County, Missouri.

9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL HEFERENCES

Missouri. Dept. of Natural Resources. Division of Parks and Historic Preservation. Archives.
Jefferson City, Mo.

Knob Noster State Park Archives.

10. GECGf(APHICAL DATA

E':'ST1NGZONE

6
:I... Z9 l' 7' 0' pi
~ORTHING

ACREAGE OF P!to~lln.2- QU~OIU.HGI.! ~IAwE__,"",Kn~o~b.......Nuo~s...te:iO.r=-.s.,,"",~wA:...o..... SC.AU; -l..:24.,.D.OQ.. _ - _

U7M REt=::j:(£?'/C=:S *Less than onl~ acre
A ' ,
.~ '4'5'0'7'2 0
ZONE ~S7iNG

o

1/e:~BAL. 30UNOA.::(Y OESC~IF'Tl0N MW JUST1F'lC.:.TION

The nominated property is bounded on the north by Highway 132 (which runs east-west), on
the south by a line that runs parallel to and 100' from Highway 132, on the east bya liline
measuring 100' that runs perpendicul~r to and intersects with the highway, and on the west

! l. FORM ?rtE?ARE:D 3Y

8-81...

Historic Preservation Program
'l':'Me: / ~:Ti_! Bonnie Wright
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by a line measuring 100' that runs perpendicular to and intersects with Highway 132.
The east and west boundary :Lines are 100' apart, forming a compact and convenient boundary

for the property, centered on the above-referenced UTM: point,
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MISSOURI OFFie

I. NAME

)F HISTC)RIC ?RESC:RVAT10N 11NVfNTORY SURVEY

HISTORIC Montserrat Recreational Demonstration Area~ Dam and Spi11ws¥
ANO/OR COMMON Dam and Spillway on Lake Buteo in Knob Noster State Park

2. LOCATION
ST~EET a NUMBE~

CITY, TOWN

STAT! Missouri
3. CL.ASSI F1CAT10N

COOE 29

__VICINITY OF

COUNTY .Iohnson COOE 101

CATE:GORY
_district
-ybUildln~(s)

_structur.
_lit.
_object

OWNERSHIP
.x..PUblic
_private
_bOftI
P\J8I.IC ACQUlsmON
_In proc...
_lMinv conaldt,..d

STATUS
_Occupied

N/A _unoccupied
_work In 1)I'09r...
ACCESSIBLE
_yt.: rtltrlered
-X-rel:unr.ltncted

no

PRESENT USE
_C19r tcultur.
_commercial
_educational
_,ntertalnment
_government
_indultrlal

mllltal"Y

_museum
JLpark
_private relldence
_reIl9 Iou'
_scientifIc
_fronl;>Ortatlon

other:

4. OWNER OF PROPERT)'

NAME State of Missouri , Deps.rtment of Natural Resources
STREET a NUMBER P.O. Box 176
ClTY, TOWN Jefferson City VICINITY OF

5. LOCATION OF L.EGAL. DESCRIPTION

Department of Natural Resol~ces

P.O. Box 176
Jefferson City, Missouri 65101

6. REPRESENTATION IN EXISTiNG SURVEYS

STATE Missouri

T1Tl.E DETERMINED EI.:GlBL£? YES X NO FEOERAL -L.. STATE COUNTY 1.0GAI.

Missouri State Historical tiurvey, 1982-1984.

7. DESCRIPTION

CONDITION
_ucellent
_~ood

JLtair

_ deteriorated
_ruins

unexcosed

CHECK ONE
-Lunattered
_altered

CHECK ONE
-y-oriolnal site
_:noved date Au~, 1984

JESC~16E THE ?RESENT AND ORIGiNAL. (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL ApCC:..ARANCE

The dam and spillway on La:lI:e Buteo in Knob Noster State Park are the impounding structures
built by WPA workers in 1938-1939 to create a small recreational lake. The d~~ itself is
a concrete structure with a curved ramp-like tailrace flanked by rustic walls of native cut
stone. A flight of seven stone steps rises up an embaankment just west of the dam near the
top of the spillway (tailrace). The stone walls and steps have suffered some weather damage
over the years. However, the structures remain in place at the northwest dorner of Lake
Buteo, a clam, clear lake in a wooded area of Knob Noster State Park.



8. SIGNIF1C~NC~

PERIOO
__ prehistoric
__1400-1499

__ I~OO-I~99

__1600 -1699

_1700-1799

-r1800 -1899
_1900-

AREAS OF SICiNIF1CANCS; - CHECX AND JUSTIFY
__ arch.olo~y-prehISforlc __community planninq

__areheol09y-lIlstoric: ...!..-eonservatlon
__agriculture __ economics

~orchlteetu,.. __education
__ art __ lI1glne.rln9

__comm.rc. __IxploratJon/Mttlement
__communications __Industry

__Invention

BELOW
__ IClnd~l)4 C1rchifecturw
__ law

__ literature
__military

__music

__ ph i losophy

......!..politics Igevemment

__religion

__ Iclence

__ sculpture

1L-Iocla' I
humanitarian

__ theater

__transportation

.!.--other (specify)
Recreation

SPECIF1C OATES 1938=1939 BUILDERI ARCHITEC7 WPA/NPS
STATEMENT OF SIGNIF1CANCS: (IN ONE PARAGRAPH)

The dam and spillway on Lake Buteo in Knob Noster State Park have exceptional significance
under Criteria A and C. Constructed by New Deal relief workers in 1938~1939, these structures
were the products of a federal effort to develop submarginal farmlands for recreational use.
The stone construction of the steps and stone walls along the spillway reflect the rustic
tradition of park architecture upheld by the National Park Service at that time. Like the
dam and spillway in the hatchery area of Montauk State Park, these structures combine modern
concrete construction with rustic native stone adornments \ The dam and spillway were the
impounding structures that created Lake Buteo, a small recreational lake in Montserrat
Recreational Demonstration Area, which in 1946 became Knob Noster State Park. Federal
Recreational Demonstration Areas resulted from an important conservation program aimed at
developing parks from non-~roductive farmlands. In social/humanitarian terms, the use of
WPA labor on the project aided a number of men on the relief rolls in Johson County during
the Great Depression.

9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL HEFERENCES
Mo. Dept. of Natural Reso1ITces. Division of Parks and Historic Preservation. Archives.

Jefferson City, Mo.
Knob Noster State Park Archives.

I O. GE~APHICAL DATA
"CA!,.\Ci£ OF p!fOP£aTY-!.._ QU~OR~l'CGL.! ~IA.wE__...lB:!.!ur.!:!...tl;.;vi!..i...l...ll.!e;;.".... ...JM:tloio........ se.:.u J. 24 ,QOCL _
U;"M REF!RS:NCS:S *Less than one acre

/1 2 8' 8' 8 9' 0:
NORi"1-lING

o

ZONE !ASTiNG NORTHING

YE~BAL. 3CUNOA':iY CESC::lI?Tl0N ).NC) .;UST1F1C.:.Tl0N
The nominated property is bounded on the east by Lake Buteo, which forms a straight line at
the edge of the dam. The western boundary runs parallel to and 400' from this line formed by
the lake. The southern boundary is a line, measuring 400' that runs perpendicular and inter­
sects with the eastern boundary. The northern boundary, a 400' line, runs parallel to the

II. FORM PRE:?ARED SY

'='-CcRESS

Bonnie Wri~ht

8-84
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the southern boundary line and intersects with the east and west boundary lines. The
northern and southern boundary lines are 100' apart. The resulting rectangle, measuring
100' north-south by 400' east-west, forms a compact and convenient boundary for the
property, centered on the above-referenced UTM point.
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MISSOURI OFFICE OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION / INVENTORY SURVEY FORM

I. NAME

HISTORIC Montserrat Recreational Demonstration Area, Bridge
AND/ORCOMMON Knob Noster State Park, Bridge on Entrance Road

2. LOCATION
,STREET a NUMBER

CITY, TOWN

STATE Mlssourl 29

__VICINITY OF

COUNTY Johnson CODE- 101
3. CLASSIFICATION

CATEGORY
_district
__bulldlng(s)
X structure
_site
_object

OWNERSHIP
..2:PUbllc
_private
_both
PUBLIC ACQUISmON
_In proce..
_being conllder.d

STATUS
N/A _I)ccupled

_unoccupied
_work In progre..
ACCESSIBLE
_yes: restricted
_yes: unrestricted

no

PRESENT USE
_G9"lculture
--eommerclal
_educational
_entertainment
_government
_industrial

military

'_'_museum
~parlc
_private residence
_reliolous
_scientific
_transportation

other:

4. OWNER OF PROPERTY
state or ltrtssaUI i

NAME Department of Natural Resources
STREET a NUMBER P.O. Box 176
CITY, TOWN Jefferson Cit.y VICINITY OF STATE Missouri

5. LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION

Department of Natural Resources
P.O. Box 176
Jefferson City, Missouri 65101

6. REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS
TITLE DETERMINED ELEGIBLE? YES ~NO _"EDERAL X STATE COUNTY LOCA

Missouri State Historical Survey, 1982-1984

7. DESCRIPTION
CONDITION
___excellent

1Lgood

--fair

_deteriorated
_ruins

unexposed

CHECK ONE
2S....unaltered
_altered

CHECK ONE
..1Lorlglnal site
_moved date

Aug. 1984

:lESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAl. (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
The rustic stone bridge on the entrance road at Knob Noster State park,
formerly Montserrat: Recreational Demonstration Area, is described in a
National Park Service document as "a two barrel concrete culvert with
stone veneer on exposed faces and a stone head walL"1 Built by ~'l.P.A.
reI ief workers in J. 937, the bridge has two flat arches and a random
ahhlar wall surfacE~. The square culvert openings and the large expance
of rough cut stone give "the visible assurance of strength and stability,"
recomme~d7d.in ~he 1935 National Park Service pUblication, Park Structures
and Faclll tles.

1"Job Application and Completion Record," 9-10-38, on file at the
Missouri Department of Natural Resources, Jefferson City.

2Good, 1935, p. 43.



8. SIGNIFICANCE
-~

AREAS OF SI<:iNIFICANCE - CHECK AND JUSTIFYPERIOD
__prehistoric

_1400-1499
_1500-1599
_1600-1699

_1700-1799
_1800-1899
~1900-

__archeology - prehistoric
__archeology- historic:
__agriculture

-X...archltectu~

__art

__commerce
__communications

__community planning

~conservatlon

__economics

__education

__engineering

__exploration/settlement
__industry

__Invention

BELOW
_,_ ~andscape architecture
__law

__literature

__military
__muslo

__philosophy

~Polltlcs/gOVernment

~rellglon

_Iolence
__ Ioulptu~

~lOClall

humanitarian
__theater
__transportation

~other (specify)
ttecreat1.on

SPECIFIC DATES 1937 BUILDER/ARCHITECT I'lPA/National Park Service
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE UN ONE PARAGRAPH)

The bridge on the e~ntrance road at Knob Noster State Park has
exceptional significance under Criteria A and C to wit: it was
associated with a New Deal program of Emergency Conservation Work
in a federal Recreational Demonstration Area, a development that made
a very significant contribution to the broad patterns of recent
history; it possesses. the distinctive characteristics of the type of
rustic park archi te~cture promoted by the National Park Service in the
years before World War II. Architecture: In its rustic simplicity,
the bridge exemplifies the ideals and standards put forth by the
National Park Service for park and recreational structures.
Conservation: In t:he area of conservation, the bridge is associated
with a large-scale federally-sponsored program to reclaim SUb-marginal
farmland for recreational use. Recreation: The bridge has functioned
for nearly fifty years as part of a Recreational Demonstration Area
and later (after 1946) as part of a popular state park. Politics/
Government: The de1Telopment of federal Recreational Demonstration Areas
represented an important attempt by the national government to assist
the states in reclaiming non-productive farmlands, recovering from the
effects of the Great Depression, and establishing new park lands.
Social/Humanitariall: Construction and development projects in the
Recreational Demonstration Area that became Knob Noster State Park
provided needed releif for the unemployed men of Johnson County,
Missouri, during the Depression.

9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL FlEFERENCES

Department of Natural Resources, Division of Parks and Historic Preservatior
Archives, Jefferson City, Missouri.

Knob Noster State :?ark Archives, located in the Park Office.

10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

lLLLuJ~
EASTING NORTHING

lLLLuJlll,jlli

BlJj
ZONE

o l.LJ

ACREAGE OF' PROPeRTY--.:.... QUADRANGLE ~IAIIE__.AK.Dnllob.u.....;Ni:lUo;.l:S;l..tLJ:e::..Lr.:..,,-..wMjIl.,;OL..o- SeAU..L:2.4~oo._

UTM REFERENCES Less than one acre

AlJ.L5J~l~
ZONE EASTING NORTHING

C l.LJ LL.-l..uJl~
VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION ANtI JUSTIFICATION

The bridge on the entrance road is contained within a 50 I X 50 I square centered on the above
referenced UTM point with aides that are parallel to the side walls and head walls of the
bridge.

II. FORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE Bonnie ~vright., Cultural Resource
ORGANIZATION Department of Natural Resources,

Preservationist I
Historic Preservation Program

DATE
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District an

Item number property data

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Regist:er of Historic Places
Inventory-Nonlination Form
E.C.W. Architecture in Me. State Parks

Continuation sheet Lake of the Ozarks S.P.

Lake of the Ozarks state P~~

In the summer of 1931, after the damming of the Osage River at Bagnell for a hydro-electric
plant, the Lake of the Ozal:ks began to form. It would eventu~lly extend to twelve miles in
length, five miles in width, with 1,372 miles of shoreline. Lake of the Ozarks state Park was
originally established as Lake of the Ozarks Recreational Demonstration Area following creation
of the lake. Under the supervision of the National Park Service, three companies of CCC
enrollees constructed many of the park facilities, including Public Beach #1, park roads,
administrative buildings, and group camps. The park was turned over to the state in 1946. Wit
seventeen thousand acres and eighty miles of lake shoreline,the park is now the largest of thos
administered by the Department of Natural Resources, Division of Parks and Historic
Preservation. The park surrounds on three sides the town of Kaiser, located one mile north of
the Grand Glaize Arm of the Lake. The park office and service area, built by the CCC, remain
remarkably pristine, although the group camps have suffered from demolition and modernization.
This park contains three h:lstoric districts: the Lake of the Ozarks State Park/Highway 134
Historic District, Camp Pin Oak Historic District and Camp Hawthorne Central Area District.
Nominated as non-contiguous sites are, the following: Camp Rising Sun Recreation Hall, Camp
Clover Point Recreation Hall, garage/warehouse in Kaiser Area, Rising Sun Shelter, McCubbin's
Point Shelter. District data follows; please see inventory data sheets on non-contiguous sites.

lLake of the Ozarks A:~ea Council of the Arts, 50th Anniversary Bagnell Dam 1931-1981, p.
43.
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ORMOF HIS1-0R1C PRES£RVATION/ INVENTORY SUAVEMISSOURI om

AND/OR COMMON Lake of the Ozarks State Park, Shelter at McCubb:m POl-nt

I. NAME.
HISTORIC Lake of the "Ozark's >Recreational Demonstration Area, Shelter' at McCubbin Point

2. LOCATION
STREET a. NUMBER

CITY~ TOWN __'VfCINITY OF t· ., ",''-;,"

STATE Missouri
3: CLASSIFICATtON.

29 COUNTY Camden 027

CATEGORY
_district
-Lbuildlnt(a)
_structure
_alte
_object

OWNERSHIP
-llputtllo'
_private
_bOIb
PUBLIC ACQUISmON
_ In procea
-J*nS con".""

STATUS'
_OCCUPied'
':£'unoccuplect
_work In pro"..
ACCESSIBLE
J-YHl r..triate4t
-YM: unrntrlcted

no

PRESENT USE
__GlII'lcultule;
--eammerc'Gt
_lducGtlonal
_entertainment
_government­
_incluatrtal

mllltcu7

........~
~, :..:..-mu..,1It

-LparI(
_prMft reaklenc.
_relit1_
_lClentltlc
_transpartatlOlt "

otMr.

4. OWNER OF PROPERTY
NAME State of Missouri , Department of Natural Resources
STREET a NUMBER P. O. Box 176
CITY, TOWN Jefferson City VICINITY OF - STATE Missouri

5. LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION

Department of Natural Resourc'=s
P.O. Box 176
Jefferson City, Missouri 651Jl

6. REPRESENTATIO"- IN EXIST1!NG SURVEYS

,.- - "-'~' ...-,-, .. -....-~ -". -, ',.-....._-.. ...~~.~ -';' -:"',....

Missouri State Historical Survey, 1982..1984

7: DESCRIPTION
CONDmON __~_ " ..,_.~ __ ' ' ,. ,
_excellent ...JLcMtertorahMt
_Qood-rulns-

--lair --unexpoMd

_~ECK ONE
..Luna.tend
-GItWed

CHECK ON£.
~"'Iite'
_moved date- Nov. 1984

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF I<NOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Shelter House at McCubbin Point is a rectangular C48' x 20' ) stone shelter house with
two firepl~ic'es';'-encrosed ends, and open- sides, similar to the open shelter at Arrow Rock State
Historic Site, which is also included in this nomination. Walls of the enclosed ends and
roof supports on the open sides are of rough random ashlar. The pitched gable roof is covered- .
with green rolled asphalt and is in poor condition, eXhibiting evidence of leakage. The
interior of the shelter featuxes a flagstone' floor and large cut stone fi~eplaces in the end
walls. Window openings are rectangular with stone sills. Wooden trim inside the window
openings is badly deterioratEd. There are no windows or shutters. The building lies in an
extremely remote area of the park, adjacent to the McCubbin Point day use area and
campground on the southern shore of the Lake of the Ozarks. No passable road now leads to the
building, which is not preseLtly in/use and badly in need of repair.



PERIOD
__ prehlstort~

_1400-1499
_1500-1599
__1800-16.

_1700·1799
_1100-18.
-!..ISOO-

.",~:.~!AREAS· OF SIGHIFlCAHCE· CHECIC AND JUSTIFY. BE1.DW ~., _. - .-~

__anheoloQY-preU...... _~ ptcmnlnO· _ .................... -reRtIae :!:r~·....0.;j.
__arcIIeofOt1.hlstclrW ,..._. ~I:an..rvatt_ - -'-'" Jaw . .." ..-:-- -.~--~..
_ ....~-,-_.._.... . ...:.=...nnaa.~--· ~11..a... -- _""~

--:- .. ~.::;~,
-x-arc"Itectu,.>.~~",_~~ "._,,_,_ -""II.... . X ..,..,.. .•.~"
__art _.......... _....... ff'":::jg........,.;.. , .

__com,..,.. ··:....,...:.:..atWnI'MItI.......t _·_·'_phllo...r -·····~c.,.:·.": :';.,..~..:;
~oommunleatlon. .. p' """':-!"",.......".. -.;;.:;LpoItfce/~r " --:...1rGI.....1a1... ,···

_ .. '"._~?:.~::_._ .._._" ~.. ,: .i•.J-....... -,.... . ..•.-.--_._. .. - •.~... -- ---±.,aIIwC...-atf.t '
·;IIt'qieer.:eation ...~ .

­
'_" ••••~_" _ _J- .... "~

SPECIFIC DATES 1934';;'194Z~ ... ,':"..:;",-:-~'- BUILD£JfI'ARCHlTECT CGC/t{PS" '''~:?'o;.;::nj;~.; • ",~.,:;:

ST.·........MENT OF S.GNIFICAu- C-ON .-: ".,·::"'!-~}.,r~t --~ ;';t~~~ . .....-.· "." fuih3Zb:!.· ... ,
Mno' • ""'""' I~~.,I- PARAGRAPH, '. _. ..' .' ~. .-r.,ti~~w._·_ . :.. ~._,.. .•~...... ...·~1"~~·_.·· '. ~ '. . .' ,..lill . " .-

The. she.:j,~er_r.~~~~:Cubbin Poi>,:q~-:ttirk.Jta-~~ of ~~t,:~::".Q...~:t.ate Park is, ,,7~~~J?~i.-0~i[,Y4si~nificar!ll~~'\"'~
under Cr:J;-t~r~a,A.. ~nd C to"~i1':i~·'i:1 .. .J..S assoc~f~if.~~~ergency ~01l:se~~~~:'6rk~de:- a ,~~:;,
New Deal~",WO~ '!el,lef p.rogrmn~!:~v~()pm:n!,;~rt~8)~-]Jll~ortancelIl.,.r~s.,lf.@ 1¥LX;!;.0r.y ; .It::-S .' . '.-,
an outstarraing' ~:x:ample of a ''fH'C~--Shelt~''c~~EldlIi the rus-hc mode of park archl tecture ..
promote9-QY~t;Ii.~.;.H.~_"tiQDaJ.Xe.rJi!~ms in...;W;oQl ¥~a~~ ~~r~~l-d-WtH'--·J:~:,--···· .,- .'.. ,- ~.:
Architecture: The McCubbin Point shelterfol1Qws National Park Servicep~al1S:Ydf;~-:~,:'!'"}~~~:.'
rectangular picnic'sMlterswlth two'fireplac'es,-en'Closed end.s, and open sides. It strong1y~,­

resembles the- stone open shelter at 'Arrow'RockStateHtstoricSi~e;'also' included'lif~~~i,~...~..~~;i.\;
nom~n~tion, but e~~~itsa m~re. rough-he~~p~;.r.?-pce~,than the Arrow Rock shelter. ..-- '.~i::";;..:,:'-:;~
PolltlC s/Governmen't~:'Recr7at,LOn.: o",Qg:n.9tr::u.-ct;L'O,J1.;of' .th:Ls,sheJ-terr.esulted f.rcm an unpreceden~'t¥~;;'"

and highly significant f~d~ral effort to assist the states by prCSvidi.'!l€f'work. re1"iM'··t'o t.ne':.;~,:?~~;.:,.::=
needy, while developing sub-marginal farmland for recreational use. The large tract of iand :
that was developed as Lake of the Ozarks Recreational Demonstration Area continues to functiQn:~'

as Lake of the Ozarks State Park, the largest park in the Missouri state park system.
Social/Hurnanitarian: The construction projects in the area provided needed work relief for ;-.

'~O_ll.~::,:~::he. ::i.~.~::::vap::~:~::.::~:::~:~:~,De~::~:·~i~6~ ....:~ :"~i~~,~~~,~.- ...~.,~.:~31'
. - ~ ~ :/~.- ...: ~,;:.- :. ~

·c ..•.,.:

9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES
-. 'f~~' JP.,;~;>._~

Missouri-Department of Natural Resou~ces. Division of Parks and Historic~~~!vation.
Archi-v:es. >-_. Jef·f~pseB- ..cft~~ '4-Mi-eoouri-;"--·---"-- --:----<----': "--'~" "_ '"--'-~.~': .- --.-. _.-. --

> " ., :'h:~;'";:it~\.;;P.:;;4· _.~.;.,~~~~-i-i'~~""::~..':.' ..,-. -~.' ~--. ~""::. ..:!.~.- ..-'

10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

.. .-f.~~_·__, ~.__. .. - .-0. ••

~ cw FRGNWtf-L-ClUAMA_...... Toronto 0 Uo
UTII REFERENCES .tLess thi,n qo.e ..8,p;fe .. ".. '''.•'Qt, -, -;'&,- .-,_. ~ ----"'- - .. ------"
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VERBAL BCUNOAR'f DESCRIPTION- AND: JUsnf1CATtON The nominated property is enclosed by a rectangle

oriented on the building, cente~ea" on the above referenced U'IM point, whose sides measure
60' north-south by 88' east-west. The sides of the rectangle run parallel to and 20' from the
walls of the shelter and form a compact and convenient boundary for the property.
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4. OWNER OF PROPERTY
NAME State of Missouri, Depe.rtment of Natural Resources

STREET a NUMBER p n Box J 76

CITY, TOWN Jefferson City . VICINrrt OF . STATE Missouri

5. LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION

Department of Natural Resources
P.O. Box 176
Jefferson City, Missouri 65101

6.. REPRESENTATIO,. IN EXISTING SURVEYS·
TITLE ........ Ii"."~..,a !x

Missouri State Historical Survey, 1982-1984.._. '~' . ..,.-
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d~ Nov. 1984

. ," CHECK ONE
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_rnovect
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..L-Unaltwecl
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7. DESCRIPTION
CONDmON
_excellent
_Oood

~arr _lIftUPOMCt
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Rising ..Sun Sh~lter at Lake _oL..:the 9.z,~rlf~State. PI:l.£k"J~ a stone picnic .s;helter wit:tl a: -_"__.,
rectangular floorplan and a c,=ntral stone fireplace that divides the interior into two separate
picnic areas. It is similar to the stone picnic shelter at Montauk State Park, which is also'
included in this nomination.~hemedium-pitched·hip roof retains the original covering of
cedar shakes. The walls are ~omposed of heavy rough-cut irregularly-shaped native stone.
Heavy timber posts and struts support the roof in the four wide openings on the east and
west sides. The interior of the shelter features a flagstone floor and built-in stone benches.
This shelter, located in the western area of the park near the Rising Sun ballfield, commands
a beautiful view of the Lake of the Ozarks. A seldom-travled road runs past the ballfield,
becoming badly overgrown in the area of the shelter, which is no longer in use, although it
remains in fair condition. II'
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.Arch~tecture: The R~slng Sun Shelter follows NatlOnal Park Serv~ce plans for rectangular' __
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give it speCial s~gnificance as an example of the park construction of the New D'ea.lera.:. ""","r-: ;'
Politics/Government--Recreation: Construction of this shelter resulted from an unprecedented
and highly significant federal-effort to assist the states by providing work relief to the
needy, while developing sub-marginal farmland for recreational use. The large tract of land
that was developed as take of the Ozarks Recreational Demonstration Area continues to function .
'1£S~ake of t~e-O~arks State Park, t~e larg~st pa::k inthe-Mis'sou::t' state-park systein:"~-···-~-i
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VERBAL 90UNDART DESCatPTlQllt, ANI:t JUSTfF'CATION The nominated property is enclosed by a rectangle

oriented on the building, centered on the above referenced UTM point, and measuring 80'
north-south by 60' east 'Nest, This rectangle forms a compact and convenient boundary for the
property.
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Lake of the Ozarks State Park
Miller &Camden Counties, Missouri

MAP III

U.S.G.S. 7.5' Scale 1:24,000
TORONTO, MO Quadrangle (1959)

UTM Reference Points:
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OWNER OF PROPERTY
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Department of Natural ReSOurCE!S
P. O. Box 176 •
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DESCRIPTION
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ESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
le bam!garage in the Kaiser FirE~ Watch Area at Lake of the Ozarks State Park is a spacious
!5' x 50') fOUJ;-::-bay..barn andgar.age.with.asmall recent addition on the south end. The typigal· ...··.
ml-style building features a gambrel roof, ncM 'covered with asphalt shin:Jles, clapl:x:>ardsidihg,.:)
xi cross-hatche:i doors. _ Erected in the '1930' s by the Civilian Conservation Corps, the building-",­
is served as a garage and storagi~ area, and at t:imes a workshop, for the various personnel as.i~
) the fire toyer residence. Over the years, ,this has involved employees of the National Park
~rvice, the Missouri Department of Conservation, and the ~.issouri Division of Parks and Historic
::-eservation. The small addition on the south end houses the well pump. The building continues.
) function as a storage area and workshop in the Kaiser fire control area, where it is situated
=tween a Department of Conservation fire tower and a residence currently utilized by an assistant
:rrk superintendent from the Division of Parks and Historic Preservation. ~:. _,

I



~ SIGNIFtCANCE--
::RIoa
_ pntIlsI'ar1Cl

-IlIIIOO-l49!t
_~iS9<

-Ieao-~...
_'700--179&.
___11OO~"
S-J900-

J
~EAS OF StciNIFlCANCE-CHECK AND, JUSTIFY aaLQWt .._.~._.-. ..:.. '.~~_GnfteOIOOY'-pn....... _~ ..__ _ICIIIIiKI1............. _,........:!·2t.:.:;::·'·

_~brafOdol. -LcanMnat'. -iGll" . ,.-:-.'-::....~ :=~~

CIIJ1~····· __ ··_··--=.;...nnam_-· -=-n..~'-·--·:;· .- '....-
X anbl~ _~_....... . __1ltarJ'-. -X...,r-:;·~~

_art' ........ _.... t~;;~f_·~
--~._~.~ .. - . .

-~ ~~ _plrilao~ _tMaNP-·~····~·r

_communiclatlona ----indUIIIrT 'X paertfca/PNlIltWnf' --.:..~,,':

. - -"-. . . ..:.~_._--.---:.Ja...noa. . .~.._.,..._...........~. -.... - ~------~~~i-'
'~Recreation ..:. .. -- ,

PEClFlC OATES 1934-1942 '-w BUlliDEltJARCHlTB:T a::c!NPS' .,'~',,,~.~. ~~~'':

TATEMENT' OF' Sl6HIFlCAHCE. (1,.- ON~ PARAGRAPtfJ ~"'''r"''';;.. .~,'o:,;J .. _ :",~",w'4,

le bam/garag~ l.D. the Kaiser'~~at~Q;&.i:h~~State parr<.~ ~;~lYSi9rd:~~-;:Z
::a:>rding'-t;o·thecriteria·~~~initions.l\~~-r.;_~Wit: . it :ts"~s&;~~~~l)i~th·~eDC?Y..,=:~
:mservation Y'brk mder a N~ Deiit- ~rk rel;1.ef. ,p;rog~, a develo~o!ga.~, J.II1POrtance- loll

.. ' .' • • . .''''' ': .... - _ - .'-' _ ..... ~ •. -... .. -11" .. · > .- - • ~ ~.. ,,-", .••. ~

ecent history~ it is a typicaIl~le of a titilita:d.an building III the rustic nrde of park
t:'chiteci:Ure•.praroted-bY the··NatiQnal-Pa£~'Saviee·-iri-the Years" before--i94c:---.Arc!l±te<;:t:t:Xre:,,'-:.:.::-­
he barn/garage is a utilitarian structure that is constructed in the style of a~ "f:i7pitar···. ~'="".7.~
nerican bam with the rustic ell:n'ents of a gambrel roof, roUj'h \...u::xi sidi.n:J, and cross-hatched~ ..,
:)Qrs. Politics/C-overnrnent--Recreation~ COnstruction of the 'barn resulted' fran an uri:pJ!eiQ;lden~:

nd highly significant federal effort to .assist. the states by providing work relief' to then,~F­

bile developiPg)3~inal far:mlandfor reci-eationaJ. use_. COnservation: Thebarn!garage;,-·,,;,;;.;.
unctions as' an adjmct to the fire tower, erected to provide detection 'and COirt:.ibl-off9~est-::~w":':~.
ires in this significant state park, which began in the 1930' s as a federal Recreational
eronstration Area. SOCial/Hunanitarian: The construction project provided neecJed ~rk relief ."
or young enrollees in the Civilian COnservation Corps during the Gl;'eat Depression. ~_,' .._.

. ....,. --"--- -_..--.-.".c-'~~~·~Lt
. ._. - -.,..,-:~.,:~",-~ ~'~...~-~_~:+£.!. __'G.,~:.;':<~~"",.~_,,"!~~~.~"t."'tl"~¢""-'''''''''''·''!'~-7<:::::2=. 'l",l:,;;:ovc:._._....~ ,....!. ,," -AI·· -' ~~~:"'.~ ~-"'~~"~.~-'-!:!f::: .........r-_ ~ .• '- '~"····.&:.'---~7t~

J • : - •••~:~. ;.~ • ~. - ... ': ..... :~r" _ ..~, .;~_ J>

\ ' .

..-....... _ ...... · .·_~t .... - .•••_ ..r~...._....-....w,,·,_·.:..""'·_4 ......-.<.;-

;(::' :~.r~~~.~ ~~~~~~Rj:-
-~ .... ... ~ ..... ,.- "' ... "-

•• MAJOR BIBUOGRAPHICAL REFERENCS. . .-- , .. ; .....
Missouri'Dep:U:tment of Natm'a1·Resources. DiviSToli'bf- Parks and Histod.c PreserVation.
Archiyes .....1effersop ~ty,' ~lj.sso~j.•." .. _ .. , .. '..._ _..:>~': ,:-., '-

- .......~. -.:.-=.."" ~ -.-. ,.;..' ': --~

o. GEOGRAPHICAL. DATA

rectangle oriented on the building, centered on the al::ove referenced U'IM r-cint, with sides
that measure 90 I north-south by 65' east-west. The sides of the rectangle rtm parallel to
and 20' from the walls of the building and fom a canpact and convenient l:oundary for the

-- property.
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MAP III

U.S.G.S. 7.5' Scale 1:24,000
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Camp Hawthorne Central Area. District

Camp Hawthorne Central Aresl District comprises five buildings of historical and/or
architectural significance constructed by the Civilian Conservation Corps between 1934 and
1938. Located west of Camp Pin Oak in the western reaches of Lake of the Ozarks state Park,
the original l75-acre camp was bordered on three sides by the lake. The thirty original
camper cabins and other facilities in the sleeping units that flanked the central compound
have been torn down and replaced with modern barracks, leaving only the central service
buuildings from the original faciulity. These buildings strongly resemble their counterparts
at Camp Pin Oak. The large T-shaped dining hall is distinguished by heavy stone buttresses at
basement level and massive stone steps at the front entrance. This impressive building and
the smaller infirmary, crafts building, well house, and storage building form a rustic
grouping in a heavily woodBd area that was once a group camping facility and now serves as a
prison camp maintained by the Missouri Department of Corrections. Occupants of the structures
have been careful to maintain their original character to the greatest possible extent.
Interiors have been modified, according to their new functions. In spite of this, the
well-crafted buildings of wood and native stone maintain a high degree of integrity and impart
a genuine sense of history.

Buildings that contribute to the historical character of the district are, as follows:

La65 (127)* Mess Hall: 19j4-l938 T-shaped frame structure, stone butt!:lrssing at basement ~/
level, clapboard siding, vertical boards at intervals for textured effect, cross-gable roof,
sheltered entranceways, massive stone steps at front entrance .

. La66 (128) storage Buildina: 1934-1938 small frame building, rectangular plan, stone
foundation, clapboard siding, side-gable roof, exposed rafters.

La67 (129) Well House: 1934-1938 block-hause-type structure, random ashlar construction, flat
concrete roof.

La68 (130) Tool Storage (Crafts Building): 1934-1938 picturesque building, stone foundation,
frame construction, dog-trot, rear porch, nearly identical to Crafts Building at Camp Pin Oak.
(La48).

La69 (164) Infirmary: 1934-1938 one-story frame building, T-shaped plan, rustic gable-fronted
entry porch, small additicn on west side.



NPS Form 100000-.
(3082)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Regist:er of Historic Places
Inventory-Non1ination Form
E.C.W. Architecture in Mo. State Parks T.R. District an

Continuation sheet Lake of the Ozarks S.P. Item number property data

OMS No. 1024-0018
Expo 10-31-84

Page 13

Non-contributing structures within the district are a metal water tower and a small frame
building used as staff quarters.

Significance

Camp Hawthorne Central Area Historic District has exceptional significance according to the
criteria of evaluation under definitions A and C to wit: it is the central service compound of
a group camping facility constructed by New Deal relief workers; it is a coherent grouping of
park structures exemplifying the tradition of rustic architecture upheld by the National Park
Service during the 1930s. As previously stated, the group camping facilities were important
components of the large-scale development projects in federal Recreational Demonstration Areas
prior to World War II. Because of the popularity and continued heavy usage of these
facilities, few of the group camps have survived intact. This cluster of central service
buildings remains, along with Camp Pin Oak, to commemorate the activities of relief workers
who constructed a total of five group camps in Lake of the Ozarks Recreational Demonstration
Area, which later became Lake of the Ozarks State Park. Construction of the camp was related
to a conservation effort aimed at reclaiming sub-marginal farmland for recreational use and
also had the social/humanitarian purpose of providing organized camping facilities for youth
groups from nearby towns and cities.

Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property: Appro~imate1y 5.5 acres
Quadrangle name: Camden'~on, Mo.
Quadrangle scale: 1 : 24 ,000
UTM References:
A 15/531340/4218520
B 15/531360/4218380
C 15/531180/4218380
D 15/531190/4218500

Verbal Boundary Description and Justification

The boundary of this district is clearly delineated on the appended maps (U.S.G.S. and
district map). The area E!nclosed by the boundary includes all buildings and structures in the
central area of the camping facility that retain their integrity as E.C.W. resources.
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EMERGENCY CONSERVATION WORK ARCHITECTURE
IN MISSOURI STATE PARKS, (1933-1942) T.R.

Lake of the Ozarks State Pa~k .
Miller &Camden Counties, M1ssour1

MAP IV

G S 7.51 Scale 1:24,000U.S. . . ( 9~9)CAMDENTON, MO Quadrang1 e 1 w'

UTM Reference Points:

CN1P PIN OAK HISTORIC DISTRIC1~
i. 15/532430/4218570
j. 15/532410/4218860

CAMP HAWTHORN HISTORIC DISTRICT
k. 15/531340/4218520
1. 15/531360/4218380
m. 15/531180/4218380
n. 15/531190/4218500

CLOVER POINT RECREATION HALL
D. 15/531540/4217520

CAMP RISING SUN RECREATION HALL
E. 15/532690/4217490
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I. NAME (Lake of the OzarJ<~s state park)

HISTORIC

ANDIOR COMMON Camp Rising Sun Recreation Hall

2. LOCATION
STREET a NUMBER

CITY, TOWN

STATE Mlssouri

3. CLASSI FICATION
29

__VICINITY OF

COUNTY Camden CODE· 027

CATEGORY
_district
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_structure
_site
_object

~NERSHIP

_public
_prIvate
_both
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_In process
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_occupied
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_work mprogre..
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_government
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~park
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4. OWNER OF PROPERTY
NAME state of Missouri, Department of Natural Resources
STREET a NUMBER P. O. Box 1 76

Jefferson City

5. LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION
Department of Natural Resources
P.O. Box 176
Jefferson City, Missouri 65101

6. REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS

STATE

TITLE DETERMINED ELEGIBLE? YES ~NO I'£DERAL STATE COUNTY LOCA

Missouri state Historical Survey, 1982-1984

7. DESCRIPTION
CONDITION
_excellent
~good

--fair

_deteriorated
_ruins

unexposed

CHECK ONE
~unaltered

_altered

CHECK ONE
--2£.orlglnal site
_moved

Aug. 1984date _

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAl. (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
The Recreation Hall at Camp Rising Sun in LaJ(e of the OzarJes State Park is
a large rectangular (64' x 40') frame building with a pitched side-gable
roof in salt-box form. Notable features are three massive stone
chimneys on the front and sides and a rustic stone patio along the rear
wall, which commands a panoramic view of the Lake of the Ozarks.
The foundation, like the chimneys and patio, is of rough cut stone laid
in horizontal courses. Vertical board-and-batten siding forms a pleasing
contrast to the horizontal stone work. Double-hung window's are original.
Asphalt shingles have replaced the original wood shakes on the roof.
Built by the Civilian Conservation Corps between 1938 and 1941, the hall
continues to SerVE! as a focal point of activities in a heavily used
group camping facility.



8. SIGNIFICANCE

SPECIFIC OATES 1938-1941 BUILDER/ARCHITECT CCC/NPS

PERIOD
__prehistoric
__1400-1499

_1~00-1~99

__1600-1699

_1700-1799
_1800-1899
~1900-

AREAS OF SICiNIFICANCE - CHECK AND JUSTIFY
__archeology - prehistoric __community planning
__archeology- historic: ~conservation

__agriculture __economics
x__architecture __education

__art __..gineerlng

__commerce __exploration/settlement
__communications __industry

__Invention

BELOW
_landscape architecture
I •
__law

__literature
__military
__music

-X-Phllosophy
__politics/government

__,ellglon

_science
__sculpture

-x-soclall
humanitarian

__theater
__transportation

-..X-otMr (specify)
Recreation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (IN ONE PARAGRAPH)

The Recreation Hall in Camp Rising Sun has exceptional significance under
Criteria A and C irl that it is the only remaining CCC building in this
particular group camp and also in that it is an excellent example of the
type of rustic architecture promoted by the National Park Service in the
1930's. Nithin thE~ Nissouri state park system it is one of only four
surviving CCC-buiI1: recreation halls of similar size and one of only three
such buildings sti:LI serving its original purpose. The other three
comparable buildin~rs are the one at Neramec State Park, which now serves
as a storage building, the one at Camp Sherwood Forest in Cuivre River
State Park, and thE~ one at Camp Clover Point in Lake of the Ozarks
State Park. The importance of the group camping facilities erected by
federal relief \vorlcers and the importance of the federal Recreational
Demonstration Areas, including Lake of the Ozarks State Park, in which
this building is located, have already been discussed in this
nomination. Within these group camps, constructed in the Recreational
Demonstration Areas, the recreation hall served an important function as
a social center, auditorium, meeting hall, game room, church, and
general hub of all indoor activities. This recreation hall has great
significance in that it continues to serve all these purposes in a
thriving group ca~~, while retaining its rustic character and imparting
a flavor of the 1930's.

9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL FiEFERENCES
Department of Natural Resources. Division of Parks and Historic

Preservation. Archives. Jefferson City, Missouri.

10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

LLJ...w.J L.J--Ll.wJ
EASTING NORTHING

LLJ...w.J~

B LLJ
ZONE

DUJ

ACREAGE 0' PROHRTY2- QUADRANGLE ~IA"E_~C,E;am~deS<,;n!.!.t~o...n"""I..-.J)M~oi..l' SCAL! .J.:24..,.QQ.!L _
UTM REFERENCES *Less than one acre.

Al1L2J~l~
ZONE EASTING NORTHING

C LLJ LI [ ! r ! I l--LL..J.....uJ,

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION ANtI JUSTIFICATION

The nominated property is contained within a rectangle measuring
east west, which is centered on the above referenced UTM point.
run parallel to and 10 I ::rom the walls of the building.

84' north~south by 60'
The sides of the rectangle

II. FORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE Bonnie j'iright, Cultural Resource Preservationist
ORGANIZATION Department of :-Jatural Resources, Historic Preservation Program
ADDRESS DATE
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EMERGENCY CONSERVATION WORK ARCHITECTURE
IN MISSOURI STATE PARKS, (1933-1942) T.R.

Lake of the Ozarks State Pa~k .
Miller &Camden Counties, M1ssour1

MAP IV

G S 7.51 Scale 1:24,000U.S. . . ( 9~9)CAMDENTON, MO Quadrang1 e 1 w'

UTM Reference Points:

CN1P PIN OAK HISTORIC DISTRIC1~
i. 15/532430/4218570
j. 15/532410/4218860

CAMP HAWTHORN HISTORIC DISTRICT
k. 15/531340/4218520
1. 15/531360/4218380
m. 15/531180/4218380
n. 15/531190/4218500

CLOVER POINT RECREATION HALL
D. 15/531540/4217520

CAMP RISING SUN RECREATION HALL
E. 15/532690/4217490



MISSOURI OFFlt OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION / INVENTORY SURVE'\ )RM

I. NAME (Lake of the Ozarks St:ate Park)

HISTORIC

ANDIOR COMMON

2. LOCATION
STREET a NUMBER

CITY, TOWN

Camp Clover Point Recreation Hall

__VICINITY OF

STATE Nl.ssourl.

3. CLASSIFICATION

29 COUNTY Camden CODE- 027

CATEGORY
_district
_~lIdlng(s)
_structure
_site
_object

iWNERStUP
_public
_private
_both
PUBLIC ACQUISmON
_In process
_being considered

StATUS
_occupied
_unoccupied
_work In progre..
ACCESSIBLE
_yes: restricted
_~s: unrestricted

no

PRESENT USE
_agriculture
_commercial
_educational
_entertainment
_government
_industrial

military

'_museum
~partc
_private residence
_religious
_scientific
_transportation

other:

4. OWNER OF PROPERTY
NAME State of Missouri, Department of Natural Resources
STREET a NUMBER

CITY, TOWN

P.O. Box 175
Jefferson Cl.ty VICINITY OF STATE fussourl.

5. LOCATION OF LEGAL OESCRIIPTION
Department of Natural Resources
P.O. Box 176
Jefferson City, pussouri 65101

S. REPRESENTATION IN EXISTII~G SURVEYS
TITLE DETERMINED EUGl8LE? _ Y!S~ NO

Missouri State Historical Survey, 1982-1984

7. DESCRIPTION

FEDERAL X STATE COUNTY __ LOCI.

CONDITION
_excellent
~ood
-fair

_deteriorated
_ruins

unexposed

CHECK ONE
_unaltered
~altered

CHECK ONE
~orlglnal site
_moved date Aug. 1984

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Recreation Hall at Camn Clover Point in La](e of the Ozarks State Park
is a large rectangular (36' x 64') frame building with a pitched gable
roof and two projecting bays on the east facade. There are two massive
stone chimneys on the north and south walls. Each of the projecting
bays has three small single-sashed four-paned windows, which are original.
Double-hung windOWS have replaced original casement windows in the central
bay and on the north and south end walls. The board and batten siding,
with stretches of horizontal lap siding in the gables and just above the
foundation, is original, as is the stone foundation. Asphalt shingles
have replaced the original cedar shakes on the roof. In 1981, the interior
underwent some remodeling, although the floor plan was not altered.
Built by the Civilian Conservation Corps in 1936-1937, the Recreation Hall
continues to serVE! as a center for shows, dances, and social activities in
an organized group camping facility.
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8. SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD
__prehistoric
__1400-1499

_ISoo-IS99
__1600 -1699

_1700-1799
_1800-1899
~1900-

AREAS OF SlejNIFICANCE - CHECK AND JUSTIFY
__ j:lrcheology - prehistoric __community planning
__archeology- historic: ~conservatlon
__agriculture __economics
-Aarchltecture __education
__art __engineering

__commerce __exploratIon/settlement
__communications __industry

__Invention

BELOW
_,_!andscope architecture
__low

__literature
__military
__music

__philosophy

~polltlc:s/govemment

__religion

_science
__sculpture

~soclal/
humanitarian

__theater
__transportation
-2LotIler (specify)
Recreation.

SPECIFIC OATES 1936-1937 BUILDER/ARCHITECT CCC/NPS
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (IN ONE PARAGRAPH)

The Recreation HaLt at Camp Clover Point has exceptional significance
under Criteria A and C. The spacious hall is the only surviving building
in an original CCC complex, which served as the resident work camp for
Company 1712 and later as a group camping facility. A CCC yearbook
(ca. 1937) cited this building as "one of the finest Recreation Halls in
the Nissouri-Kansas District."l In Nissouri, it is one of only three
such buildings still serving its original purpose. The other comparable
buildings are the one at Neramec S ate Park, which now serves as a
storage building, "the one at Camp Sherwood Forest in Cuivre giver state
park, and the one at Camp Rising Sun in Lake of the Ozarks State Park.
The Recreation Hall at Camp Clover Point is a picturesque building in
the tradition of National Park Service rustic architecture and a rare
survival of its kind in the Hissouri state park system. Conservation-­
Recreation: The cO::J.struction of this building resulted from a large-scale
federal program to develop non-productive Ozark farmland for recreational
use. Politics/Government--Social/Humanitarian: The construction project
was sponsored by the federal government under a New Deal program aimed at
promoting economic recovery in Missouri, while providing useful work and
crafts training for young men enrooled in the Civilian Conservation
Corps.

IMissouri-Kansas Cistrict Civilian Conservation Corps Area Fort
Leavenworth, Kansas, n.p., n.d., p. 67.

9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL I~EFERENCES

Missouri-Kansas District Civilian Conservation Corps Area Fort Leavenworth,
Kansas, n.p., n.d.

Missouri Department of Natural Resources. Division of Parks and Historic
Preservation. Archives. Jefferson City, Missouri-.

10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

lLL.W...U WL...-!~\"",-"-,,....,I
EASTING NORTHING

I! 11!! [LJ__·..L..-1.....1 ...............

BLLj
ZONE

o LtJ

ACRIAII 0' PROP£RTY-!- QUADRANGLI l~A"I__...:C~am~d::!::ie,,-!n;!.lt~o::o.nu,~M~o.... SCALl_lJ.U..JJQD..-----

UTM REFERENCES *Less than onl~ acre.

ALwJLL~I~
ZONE EASTING NORTHING

C LLJ LlLL.uJ '--L.lLL.u..J
VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION ANI) JUSTIFICATION The nominated property is enclosed by a rectangle

measuring 104' north-south and 76' east west, centered on the above referenced UTM point,
The sides of the rectangle run parallel to and 20' from the outer walls of the building on
the west, north, and south, and 20' from the easternmost walls of the projecting wings on
the east side. This forms a compact and convenient boundary for the property.

II. FORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE 30nnie Nrig-ht
ORGANIZATION

DATE
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MAP IV

G S 7.51 Scale 1:24,000U.S. . . ( 9~9)CAMDENTON, MO Quadrang1 e 1 w'

UTM Reference Points:

CN1P PIN OAK HISTORIC DISTRIC1~
i. 15/532430/4218570
j. 15/532410/4218860

CAMP HAWTHORN HISTORIC DISTRICT
k. 15/531340/4218520
1. 15/531360/4218380
m. 15/531180/4218380
n. 15/531190/4218500
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CAMP RISING SUN RECREATION HALL
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National Park Service

National Registe.1 of Historic Places
Inventory-Nomirlation Form
E.C.W. Architecture in Mo. State Parks
Continuation sheet Lake of the ()zarks S. P.

Camp Pin Oak Historic Distric1~

Description

Camp Pin Oak Historic District comprises some forty-three buildings and structures of historic
and/or architectural significance constructed by New Deal relief workers between 1934 and
1938. Located on a narrow peninsula extending into the Lake of the Ozarks, Camp Pin Oak was
one of five organized group camping facilities created by Civilian Conservation Corps
enrollees and W.P.A. laborers in the Lake of the Ozarks Recreational Demonstration Area, which
later became Lake of the Ozarl<s state Park. It is the only one of these to survive
substantially in its original condition. A winding dirt road graced by a rustic bridge runs
from the major park facilitie~s to this secluded group camp. Central facilities of the camp
include a rustic dining hall, park office, infirmary, and other service buildings in a
partially cleared area of a hl~avily wooded lID-acre tract. Camper cabins, unit lodges, and
outdoor kitchens in the sleep.ing units are placed along the north and south edges of the
peninsula on the banks of the lake. One cabin unit (Unit 5) had been demolished. However,
the central service area and four camping units have survived intact, with only a few modern
intrusions (mainly rest rooms). The long lake frontage, dense woods, small rustic cabins, and
unit lodges and outdoor kitch'ens with massive stone chimneys make this an extremely
picturesque group camp.

Buildings and structures that contribute to the historical character of the district are, as
follows:

La22 Incinerator: 1934-1938 trash burner and chimney, rough ashlar construction, located in
cluster of service buildings near mess hall.

La23 (181)*1 Storage Building,: 1934-1938 twa-bay garage/storage shed, stone foundation.
clapboard slding (new), located in main service area.

La24 (182), Dining Hall: 1934-1938 combination mess and recreation hall, T-shaped plan,
kitchen in rear wing, stone foundation, large stone fireplaces, casement windows, rustic front
porch, combination of horizontal lap and vertical board and batten siding (repeated in many of
the camp buildings). Significant interior features acorn drop trusses and light fixtures with
oak leaf motif.
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United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
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La25 (183), Staff Quarters: 1934-1938 frame cabin, T-shaped plan, stone foundation, clapboard
with board and batten, locatecl in main service area.

La26 (184), Central Rest Room/Shower: 1934-1938 rectangular frame building, stone foundation,
housing staff rest rooms and sihowers, main area.

La27 (185), Staff Quarters: 1934-1938 gable-front cottage, frame construction, stone
foundation, flagstone porch, roof extension supported by heavy posts and struts, ribbon style
windows, main service area.

La28 (187), Infirmary: 1934-1938 frame building, T-shaped plan, stone foundation, cross-gable
roof, located in main service area ••
La29 (188) Staff Quarters: 1934-1938 frame cabin, stone foundation, two front entrances,
projecting front-facing bay, Iocated in main service area.

La30 (189) Camp Office: 1934··1938 cottage-like building, side-gable roof, stone foundation.
Rustic entrance porch has stone floor, front-facing roof projection supported by heavy timber
posts and struts, rustic side railings.

La3l (264) Well House: 1934-1938 block-house type structure, rough ashlar, concrete slab
roof, no longer in use. Located on overgrown road approximately 100 yards from road leading
to Camp Pin Oak.

La32 (246) Cabin (Unit 1): 1934-1938 small (13' x 17 1
) frame sleeping cabin, rectangular

plan, built on stone piers, stone entrance porch, covered by front-facing roof projection
supported by heavy timber posts and struts, screened window openings, canvas flaps.

La33 (247) Cabin (Unit 1): Identical to La32.

La34 (248) Cabin (Unit 1): 1934-1938 gable-front cabin, rectangular plan (II' x 17'), built
on stone piers, full front porch, rustic porch railings, roof extension supported by heavy
timber posts and struts, screened window openings, canvas flaps.

La35 (249) Cabin (Unit 1): Identical to La34.

La36 (250) Cabin (Unit 1): Identical to La33.

La37 (251) Cabin (Unit 1): Identical to La33.

La38 (253) Recreation Hall (Unit 1): 1934-1938 rectangular frame building (20' x 35 1
), cut

stone foundation, gabled hip roof, end-placed double entrance doors, massive stone chimney.
~~",.
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La39 (254) Outdoor Kitchen (Unit 1): gable-fronted structure, facing lake, stone foundation,
timber roof supports, enclosed by screens, massive stone fireplace in rear.

La40 (209) Cabin (Unit 2): Identical to La33.

La41 (210) Cabin (Unit 2): Identical to La33.

La42 (211) Cabin (Unit 2): Identical to La33.

La43 (212) Cabin (Unit 2): Identical to La33.

La44 (213) Cabin (Unit 2): Identical to La33.•
La45 (214) Cabin (Unit 2): Identical to La33.

La46 (218) Recreation Hall (Uni t 2): Identical to La39.

La47 (226) Outdoor Kitchen (Uni.t 2): Identical to La40.

La48 , Crafts Building: 1934-1938 picturesque building, dog-trot between storage and work
area, rear porch with view of lake. Significant interior contains crafts workshop, fireplace,
built-in work tables and cabinE!ts.

La49 (203) Cabin (Unit 3): Ide!ntical to La33.

La50 (204) Cabin (Unit 3): Identical to La33.

La5l (205) Cabin (Unit 3): Identical to La33.

La52 (206) Cabin (Unit 3): IdEmtical to La33.

La53 (207) Cabin (Unit 3): Idl~ntical to La35.

La54 (208) Cabin (Unit 3): Identical to La33.

LaSS (217) Recreation Hall (Unit 3): Identical to La39.

La56 (225) Outdoor Kitchen (Unit 3): Identical to La40.

La57 (197) Cabin (Unit 4): Identical to La33.

,,,,,
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La58 (198) Cabin (Unit 4): IdE!ntical to La33.

La59 (199) Cabin (Unit 4): Identical to La33.

La60 (200) Cabin (Unit 4): IdE!ntical to La35.

La6l (201) Cabin (Unit 4): Identical to La33.

La62 (202) Cabin (Unit 4): Identical to La33.

La63 (216) Recreation Hall (Unit 4): Identical to La39.

La64 (224) Outd~or Kitchen (Unit 4): Identical to La40.

Non-contributing structures lOI=ated within the district include the following:

Boathouse (190) on north shore: cannot be determined whether built by relief workers during
the 1930's or later in similar style.

Restrooms serving cabin units.

*Numbers in parentheses are inventory numbers used by the Missouri Division of Parks and
Historic Preservation.

Significance

Camp Pin Oak Historic District has exceptional significance according to the criteria of
evaluation under definitions A and C to wit: it is one of the few surviving group camping
facilities constructed by New Deal relief workers in the Missouri state park system; it
constitutes a cluster of buildings and structures that exemplify the ideal of rustic
architecture upheld by the National Park Service during the 1930s. Within the Lake of the
Ozarks State Park, Camp Pin Oak is the only one of five original Depression-Era group camps to
survive without huge losses and/or drastic alteration of original structures. The camp has
been used continuously by the Girl Scouts and other organized youth groups for more than forty
years (since 1938). In spite of this heavy use, the camp retains its rustic charm, with small
cabins, outdoor kitchens, crafts and recreation halls, and central service buildings grouped
in clusters on a long finger of woodland that extends into the Lake of the Ozarks. The land on
which the camp is situated wa~; at one time sub-marginal Ozark farmland and is now a protected
wilderness area in the rapidly developing tourist community around the Lake. Architecture and
Landscape Architecture: Camp Pin Oak represents a marvelous illustration of the principle of
subordination of man-made structures to the landscape, with its small rustic buildings
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Verbal Boundary Description and Justi fication

The boundary of the district is clearly delineated on the appended maps (U.S.G.S. map and
district map). The area enclosed by the boundary lines includes all buildings and structures
pertaining to the original and present group camping facility on the narrow peninsula that
extends into the Lake of the Ozarks.
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Lake of the Ozarks State Park
Miller &Camden Counties, Missouri

MAP III

U.S.G.S. 7.5' Scale 1:24,000
TORONTO, MO Quadrangle (1959)

UTM Reference Points:

BARN AT KAISER LOOKOUT AREA
A. 15/534780/4217780

RISING SUN SHELTER
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SHELTER AT McCUBBIN POINT
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CAMP PIN OAK HISTORIC DISTRICT
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iCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Pin Oak Hollow Bridge (Photograph #24) is a sin;le-arched bridge of concrete construction
_with .a: veneer..of native stone in .a.-~ randanashlar pattern.,·· ·'!he wide elliptical·arch·-··-'-­
spans a small stream tn'lder the windiIlJ dirt road that leads to Camp Pin -oak in Lake of . ;;.::~ ::: .
the Ozarks State Park. This b:rid:Je is similar to McDaniel' s Bridge .. and ,1:'",0 other bridges .~ '
on the'main park road (Highway 134) ,which are also included in this nanination, and .;' -...
beautifully exenplifies the rustic style Of park. architecture praroted by the National
Park Service in the 1930' s. Pin Oak Hollow Bridge was constructed between 1934 and 1938
in connection with the developnent of carrp Pin Oak, which is naninated as a historic,
district.
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centered on the above-refere:1cedt U'IM point. 'l11.e western boundary runs parallel to and 10'
fran the 'NeSt side wall of t:1e bridge; the eastern bomdary runs parallel to and 10 I from the
east side wall of the bridge. The nor-J'lern boundary runs parallel to and 10' from the northe:rn
head walls of t.1e bridge; the southern boundary runs parallel to and 10' (See continuation sheet

: f.. FORM PffEPARED BY
."fAME' I Tm.£ Bonnie \-'1rignt
ORGANIZA"nON Departme.Tlt of Natur'al Resources, Historic Preservation program
;q. 5 P. O. Box 176. Jefferson Citv. Missouri 65102 OATEMay 2, 19E



NPS Form 10·900-_
(3-82)

United States Department Ct' the Interior
National Park Service

National Register lof Historic Places
Inventory-Nomincltion Form

lake of the Ozarks R.D.A./pin Oak Ho11av Bridge
Continuation sheet Item number 10

CUB No. 1024-0018
bp. 10-31-84

Page 1

fran the southern head \ells of the bria;e. The resulting parallelogram, measuring
approximately 50' north-south by 35i east-west, forms a canpc1ct and convenient toundaJ:y
for the property.





!

o

EMERGENCY CONSERVATION WORK ARCHITECTURE
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Lake of the Ozarks State Pa~k .
Miller &Camden Counties, M1ssour1

MAP IV
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UTM Reference Points:

CN1P PIN OAK HISTORIC DISTRIC1~
i. 15/532430/4218570
j. 15/532410/4218860

CAMP HAWTHORN HISTORIC DISTRICT
k. 15/531340/4218520
1. 15/531360/4218380
m. 15/531180/4218380
n. 15/531190/4218500

CLOVER POINT RECREATION HALL
D. 15/531540/4217520

CAMP RISING SUN RECREATION HALL
E. 15/532690/4217490
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MAP III
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UTM Reference Points:
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RISING SUN SHELTER
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CAMP PIN OAK HISTORIC DISTRICT
g. 15/533220/4218800
h. 15/534320/4218280
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Lake of the Ozarks state Pa.rk Highway 134 Historic District

Description

Lake of the Ozarks Stcite Park Highway 134 Historic District contains seventeen buildings
and eighty structures of historical or architectural significance. The district extends south
from the park boundary along the route of Highway 134 to the public beach on the Grand Glaize
Arm of the Lake of the Ozarks. Along this stretch of road in the 1930's, CCC enrollees built
service buildings, a park office, various shelters, a custodian's residence, and many other
park structures. To control flooding and curb soil erosion, the relief workers built a series
of stone check dams (Photo #4) on the east and west sides of the highway (then a county
road). Other CCC projects included development of camp sites and a public beach. Just east of
the public beach is an area developed by relief workers as a segregated picnic area, for the
use of non-white people only. Remaining in this area are the ruins of several stone ovens or
barbecue pits and water fountains.

The district is particularly noteworthy for several log structures, including a small
shelter at the park entrance, the park office, the old pumphouse, and a rest room in the main
picnic area. Inspiration for these hewn log structures derived from folk buildings of the
area, including the "Old Homestead," an early log home that still stands in the park (Photo
#18). Another original Ion building, salvaged and repaired by the CCC, now serves as the
trail center (Photo #13).

Modern intrusions include portions of a small airport, and a large stable complex,
residence, and small well house near the Old Homestead. There are several new rest rooms in
the campgrounds and new ba:~becue pits and playground equipment in the picnic and beach areas.
In spite of these intrusions, the district retains a hgh degree of coherence and integrity.
The service court behind the park office is a suprisingly well-preserved example of a CCC
service area. The numeropus dams and bridges along the highway serve as links between the
service area, the picnic area and campgrounds, and the public beach.

Buildings and structures that cntribute to the historical character of the distric are, as
follows:

Lal, Bridge #1 (McDaniel's Bridge): 1934-1942 single-arched concrete bridge, stone facing,
rough ashlar, wide arch._ocated on Highway 134 about halfway between the park office and the
campground, near the McDaniel inholding.

La2, Bridge #2: 1934-1942 single-arched concrete bridge, stone facing, rough ashlar,
stair-step placement of stones forming the top of the structure. Located on Highway 134 near
the turnoff to Lee C. Fine Airport.
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La3, Bridge #3 (Airport BrIdge): 1934-1942 single-arched concrete bridge, stone facing, rough
ashlar, small arch. Locate9 on paved secondary road leading to Lee e. Fine Airport overlook
area.

La4, Ditch Dams: 1934-1942 approximately 80 stone culvert-type walls, placed at ten-foot
intervals, between Bridge ~;l and Bridge #2 along the east and west sides of Highway 134, north
of the turnoff to Lee C Fine airport.

LaS (1)*, Service and Storage Building (Garage): 1934-1942 four-bay garage, stone foundation,
frame construction, clapboard siding, gable roof, asphalt shingles, located in service court.

La6 (2), Service and Storaqe Building (Garage): 1934-1942 six-bay garage, stone foundation,
frame construction, clapboard siding, gable roof, asphalt shingles. Located in service court.

La7 (3), Service Building: 1934-1942 large multi-purpose service building, stone foundation,
frame construction, clapboard siding, rectangular plan (85 1 x 25 1), gable roof, asphalt
shingles. Located in service court.

La8 (4), Oil Storage (Pump House): 1934-1942 small stone and frame building, rectangular plan
(151 x 17 1), rough ashlar to level of window sills, clapboard above, single-sash nine-paned
windows, side-gable roof. This building originally served as pumphouse. Minor alterations
were made in removing well pump and installing shelves and storage space for gas, oil, tires.

La9 (5), Sign Shop: 1934-1942 large frame service building, rectangular plan (34 1 x 106 1),
stone foundation, salt-box shape, gable roof, roof projection over stone loading dock in
front. Located in service court.

LaID (6), Storage Building (Tool Storage and Grease Rack): 1934-1942 small stone service
building, rectangular plan (16 1 x 22 1), side-gable roof, grease rack adjacent to building.
Located in service court.

Lal1 (7), Park Office: 1934-1942 spacious one-and-one-half story building of hewn logs, stone
foundation, steeply pitchej side-gable roof, cedar shake roofing, board-and-batten siding used
above first story at gable ends, entrance portico with hewn log supports, rear entry to
basement. Located in screened area off main park road.

La12 (8), Naturalist1s Headquarters (Trail Center): 1934-1942 small building of hewn logs,
L-shaped plan, side-gable cedar-shake roof, roof projection over front portico, massive stone
chimney on north wall. This building predates the 1930's, but was salvaged and rebuilt by the
ecce Located at fork of main park road and side road leading to group camps.
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La13 (9), Open Shelter: 1934-1942 stone and wood shelter house, L-shaped plan, cross-gable
roof, two massive stone fireplaces. Deterioration has necessitated removal and replacement of
some of the log posts and beams. The shelter is located in the main picnic area.

La14 (10) Rest Room: 1934-·1942 small hewn log building, rectangular plan (18 1 x 23 1
), stone

foundation, side-gable roof, some board and batten siding at gable ends. Located in main
picnic area.

La15 (20),Old Pumphouse and Garage: 1934-1942 tWO-bay garage and storage building of hewn
logs, stone foundation, pitched side-gable roof. This building originally served as a
pumphouse. However, the well pump has been moved to a new building approximately twenty-five
feet to the northeast of the old one, which now serves as a storage building. Located in the
Old Homestead Area, west of the stable complex.

La16 (21) Residence (Campground Superintendent's Residence: 1934-1942 one-and-one half-story
residence, stone foundation and entry steps, pitched corss-gable roof, two stone chimneys.
Interior remodeled. Modern storm windows and storm doors. Located in Old Homestead Area,
nearstable complex.

Note: Surviving in this area is an old house of hewn logs known as the "Old Homestead" (Photo
fil8) •

La17 (22) Boat House (ConcE~ssionaire's Boat Rental Building): ca. 1936 small frame building,
board and batten siding, modified hip roof; original breezeway enclosed; located at northern
edge of Public Beach #1.

La18 (25) Beach House: ca. 1936 spacious bath house, stone, log and frame construction,
rectangular plan (36 1 x 72'), hip roof, asphalt shingles, central stone chimney. Located at
Public Beach #1.

Note: In 1935-1936, the CCC constructed terrace walls and stone steps that remain attractive
features of the beach.

La19 (26) Bath House (Campqround Rest Room): 1934-1942 frame rest room and shower house,
rectangular plan (22 1 x 35'), hip roof, asphalt shingles, stone foundation and stone facing on
walls rising halfway to the eave line. This building has gone through several phases of
remodeling, leading to alterations in the interior plan and exterior siding. However, this is
the only original CCC rest room/shower house now existing in the campground, which was planned
and developed by the CCC under the supervision of the National Park Service. Stone edging
remains to mark individual camp sites.

La20 (274) Shelter (Rain Shelter): 1934-1942 three-sided shelter of hewn logs, shed-style
roof of cedar shakes. Deterioration of wood has necessitated replacement of some logs and
roof shakes, chinking added. Located at park entrance.

Non-contributing structures, previously mentioned, are the runway of the Lee C. Fine
Airport (1960's), the new residence and stable complex plus the new well house, in the
Homestead Area, and several new latrines in the picnic and beach areas and the campgrounds.
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Significance

Lake of the Ozarks State Park/Highway 134 Historic District is exceptionally significant
according to the criteria of evaluation under definitions A and C to wit: it is associated
with Emergency Conservation Work involving the labor of CCC enrollees under a New Deal work
relief program, a significant development of the twentieth century; it embodies the
distinctive characteristics of the rustic architecture promoted by the National Park Service
in the years before World War II. This tract was originally part of a federal Recreational
Demonstration Area and is 110W part of Missouri IS largest state park. Three companies of the
Civilian Conservation Corps, supervised by the National Park Service, engaged in development
of this area in the 1930 1s. Architecture and Landscape Architecture: CCC-built structures in
the district include a prine example of a service court, beautiful rustic bridges, and rare
examples of hewn-log construction of the Depression Era. The main park road, developed from a
county road that later became Highway 134, clearly conforms to the National Parks standards
for inconscpicuous park roads, subordinated to the landscape. An extensive network of stone
ditch dams provides erosion control and also adds to the charm of this narrow, winding lane.
Politics/Government--Conservation--Recreation: The district has significance in that it
represents a massive federally-funded effort to reclaim sub-marginal farmland for recreational
use. The area was developed on the shores of Lake of the Ozarks, which formed after the
construction of a large dam and hydro-electric plant on the Osage River. At present, Lake of
the Ozarks State Park represents a protected natural enclave in a rapidly developing tourist
area along the edges of the lake. Social/Humanitarian: The district also has significance as
a social/humanitarian endeavor in that the development of park roads, buildings and structures
involved the labor of hundreds of young men who were unemployed and without prospects as a
result of the Great Depression.

BibliographY

Lake of the Ozarks Area Council of the Arts. 50th Anniversary of Bagnell Dam 1931-1981. n.p.
n.d.

Lake of the Ozarks Camp SP-20, Bi-Monthly Narrative Report of Progress and Resume of Work
Accomplished, 1935-1936, in the National Park Service Archives, NARS.

Missouri State Planning Board. A State Plan for Missouri 1938, pp. 145-147.



NPS Form 1CJ.~.

p.a2)
OMS No. 1024-0018
Ellp. 10-31-84

Page 6
District an

Item number property data

National Regist1er of Historic Places
Inventory-Nomination Form
E.C.W. Architecture in Mo. State Parks T.R.
Continuation sheet Lake of the Ozarks S.P.

United States Departmtitnt of the Interior
National Park Service

Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property:
Quadrangle name: Bagnell, Mo.
Quadrangle scale: 1:24,000
UTM References:
A 15/539500/4221860
B 15/539500/4214000
C 15/536890/4213100
D 15/537390/4214730
E 15/537660/4214720
F 15/537660/4221840

Approximately 3,120 acres
and Toronto, Mo.

Verbal Boundary Description and Justification

The boundary of the district is clearly indicated on the appended maps <U.S.G.S. map and
district map). The district is bounded on the east by the section line and on ther south by
the Grand Glaize Arm of thE! Lake of the Ozarks, as shown. The western boundary of the
district is formed by the Grand Glaize Arm and section lines, as indicated. The northern
boundary is formed by the boundary of the state park. Most of the district lies in Miller
County; however, the southwesternmost section of the district lies in Camden County. These
boundaries were selected to include the major E.C.W. resources along the winding park road
that runs south from the park entrance to Public Beach No.1.
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MAP II
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LAKE OF THE OZARKS STATE PARK
HIGHWAY 134 HISTORIC DISTRICT
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Lewis and Clark state Park Is located on the shores of Sugar Lake in the vicinity of Rushville,
approximately twenty miles southeast of st. Joseph, in Buchanan County, Missouri. Originally
called Sugar Lake Sate Park, the tract was acquired in 1934 as the gift of a group of Buchanan
County sportsmen. The namE! was changed in 1938 to honor Lewis and Clark, the explorers who are
believed to have discovered the lake on their expedition in 1804-1806. A CCC company encamped
briefly in the park in 1931~. One stone picnic shelter remains to commemorate their activities
this eighty-four tract, one of Missouri IS smallest state parks. See inventory data sheet on the
shelter at Lewis and Clark State Park.
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I. NAME

HISTORIC Sugar Lake State Park, Open Shelter
AND/OR COMMON Lewls and Clark State Park, Open Shelter

2. LOCATION
STREET a NUMBER

CITY, TOWN

STATE f-hssourl

~. CLASSIFICATION
29

__VICINITY OF

COUNTY BUchanan CODE' 021

CATEGORY
_district
~bulldlng(s)
_structure
_site
_object

OWNERSHIP
~PUbIiC
_private
_both
PUBLIC ACQUISrnON
_In proce..
_~Ing considered

STATUS
~OCCUPI.d
_unoccupied
_work In progre..
ACCESSIBLE
_yes: restricted
_yes: unrestricted

no

PRESENT USE
_agriculture
-commercial
_educational
_entertainment
_government
_industrial

military

'_museum
~park
_private re.ldence
_religious
_scientific
_transportation

other:

4. OWNER OF PROPERTY
NAME State of Missouri, Department of Natural Resources
STREET a NUMBER P. O. Box 176
CITY, TOWN Jefferson Clty VICINITY OF

5. LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION
Department of Natural Resources
P.O. Box 176
Jefferson city, Missouri 65101

6. REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS

STATE ,''!1ssourl

TITLE DETERMINED ELEGI8LE? YES ~NO I"EDERAL STATE COUNTY LOC:

f.~issouri State His,torical Survey, 1982-1984

7. DESCRIPTION
CONDITION
_excellent
~oood

-fair

_deteriorated
_ruins

unexposed

CHECK ONE
_unaltered
~altered

CHECK ONE
x-orlglnal site
_moved date Aug. 1984

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAI_ (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The open shelter at Lewis and Clark State Park is a stone picnic shelter of
coursed rubble construction. Built by the Civilian Conservation Corps in
1934, the shelter has a massive stone fireplace in the enclosed south end
and an open picnic area extending approximately half the length of the
building. The foundation is poured concrete, the floor plan is
rectangular. Half-walls and square pillars of rough-cut native stone
support the hipped roof in the open picnic area. ~fooden struts add
decorative value. Alterations to the building consist of the red
asphalt shingle roof covering and a dropped plasterboard ceiling. The
building retains substantial integrity and continues to serve the needs
of picniCkers in a shaded area at the eastern edge of Sugar Lake.



_8_._S_IG_N_'_FI_C_A_N_CE__-==-- __._4-1 _

PERIOD
__prehistoric
_1400-1499
__ISOO-IS99
__1600-1699

_1700-1799
_1800-1899
-X-1900-

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE - CHECK AND JUSTIFY
_ !Jrcheology - prehistoric __community planning
__archeology- hlstolric __conservation

, __agriculture __economics
~architecture __education
__art __engineering

__commerce __exploration/settlement
__communications __industry

__Invention

BELOW
_landscape archltectu...
: .
__law

__literature
__military
__mullc
__philosophy
~polltlcs/govemment

_religion
_science
__Iculpture

~.oclall

hUmanitarian
__theater
__transportation
X
~other CIDeclty)4'.,=\.,;reat1.on

B LU lLLL...L..J lLLLuJ
ZONE EASTING NORTHING

D UJ lLLL...L..J LL.L....U

SPECIFIC DATES 1934 BUILDER/ARCHITECT. CCC/NPS

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE ('IN ONE: PARAGRAPH)

The open shelter at Lewis and Clark State Park is significant under
Criteria A and C, in that it represents an early construction project
of the Civilian Conservation Corps and an excellent example of the
rustic architecture promoted by the National Park Service during the
1930·s. Lewis and Clark State Park, originally called Sugar Lake
State Park, was presented to the state in 1934 by a group of Buchanan
County sportsmen. The park, with its lake and fish hatchery, provides
fishing, camping, picnicking, and other recreational facilities for
residents of the urbanized area between Kansas City and St. Joseph,
Missouri. CCC in,rolvement in the small (84-acre) park was brief, its
principal product being the fine stone picnic shelter in the rustic
tradition.

9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES
Nissouri State Planning Board. A State Plan for Missouri: :Hanual of

Missouri Sta1:e Parks Attendance and Use Data, 1938, pp. 108-109.

10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA
ACREAGE 0" PROHRTY-!.- QUADRANGLE NA..E_..:.:A:..:t.;:.c::hi::.=.so~n~...:..:E:.::a::s::.;t::..Jl~K:::a;:.:n:=.s=a.:::.s.;.:~M;::;0;;.1.' SCALE _lJ1hOOO _
UTM REFERENCES *Less than one acre

A ll2J ~1~!310!O!O! 14,'3I'1,81l]c2,Ol
ZONE EASTING NORTHING

C L.LJ l.LLLuJ LLL..L.L...L..J
VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION ANi[) JUSTIFICATION

The nominated property is bounded by a rectangle oriented on the shelter building whose
center point is the above referenced UTM coordinate. The west line runs parallel to and
30' from the west wall of the building; the south line runs parallel to and 30' from the

II. FORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE Bonnie Nright
ORGANIZATION

ADDRESS DATE
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south wall of the building; the east line runs parallel to and 75' from the east wall
of the building; and the north line runs parallel to and 10' from the north wall of the
building. The resulting rectangle whose dimensions are 90' north-south by 130' east-west
coincides roughly with a cleared picnic area surrounded on three sides by a park road and
on the fourth (south) side by a timber grove and forms a compact and convenient boundary
for the property.
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A black CCC company was tralisferred from Washington State Park (Missouri) to Mark Twain State
Park in 1939 over the protests of a number of citizens of nearby communities. Another group of
citizens supported the move, stating in a petition that the work and conduct of Company 1743 at
Washington State Park had bl~en exemplary and that they expected the same good results at Mark
Twain. In 1939 and 1940, this CCC company laid out trails in the park and developed a beautiful
picnic area at Buzzard's Roost, a dramatic promontory overlooking the Salt River. The promonto
now overlooks Clarence Cannon Reservoir. But parts of the trails, remnants of the pricnic area
and one very beautiful stone picnic shelter remain in the park, which now encompasses
approximately twelve hundrelj acres of woods and bluffs as well as a historical shrine at Florid;
Missouri, birthplace of Marl< Twain. Nominated in the park is the picnic shelter at Buzzard's
Roost, along with a stone water fountain and the remnants of a sign in the picnic area.
Please see inventory data slleet on the picnic she1ter at Buzzard I s Roost.



MISSOURI OFFIC' ·IF HIS1'ORIC PRESERVATION / INVENTORY SURVEY -RM

I. NAME (Nark T1;'lain StatE~ Park)

HISTORIC

AND/OR COMMON

2. LOCATION
STREET a NUMBER

CITY, TOWN

picnic Shelter at Buzzzrd's Roost

__VICINITY OF

STATE Mlssourl

3. CLASSIFICATION
29 COUNTY Monroe CODE' 137

CATEGORY
_district
~bulldlng(s)

_structure
_site
_object

OWNERSHIP
.x..publlc
_private
_both
PUBLIC ACQUISmON
_In process
_beinG consldtlred

STATUS
.A... Qccupled
_unoccupied
_work In progre..
ACCESSIBLE
_yes: restricted
_~s: unrestricted

no

PRESENT USE
_agriculture
-commercial
_educational
_entertainment
_Government
_industrial

military

'_museum
~park

_private residence
_religious
_scientific
_transportation

other:

4. OWNER OF PROPERTY
NAME state of Missouri, Department of Natural Resources
STREET a NUMBER P. o. Box 176
CITY, TOWN Jefferson City VICINITY OF

5. LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION
Department of Natt:.ral Resources
P.O. Box 176
Jefferson City, Missouri 65101

6. REPRESENTATION IN EXISTII~G SURVEYS

STATE iussourl

TITLE DETERMINED ELEGIBLE? YIS 'x NO ,rEDERAL STATE COUNTY LOCA

Missouri State Hi~:torical Survey, 1982-1984

7. OESCRIPTION
CONDITION
_excellent
...x..good

.-fair

_deteriorated
_ruins

_unexposed

CHECK ONE
~unaltered

_altered

CHECK ONE
..x.-orlglnal site
_moved date JulV 1934

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The picnic shelter in tP.e Buzzard's Roost area at HarJ~ Twain State Park is
aT-shaped structl.:.re of native limestone and rugged beam construction.
An open shelter area extends on both sides beyond an enclosed alcove
containing a stonE! fireplace flanked by built-in stone benches with
,'looden seats. Stone side walls extend some 2' 6" beyond the real wall of
the alcove, addin9 distinctive decorative appeal. The open picnic area
features 1'8" walls of the same rough ashlar as the alcove. Roof supports
are of heavy helYn wood. Cedar shaJ~es cover the pitched gable roof.
,;\pproximately twenty feet to the west of the shelter, on the edge of a
limestone bluff, are the remains of the stone base of a sign erected by
the Civilian ConsE!rvation Corps to identify the picnic area. Southeast
of the shelter, approximately thirty feet from the stone alcove, is a
drinking fountain built by the CCC. Erected in 1941, near the end of the
New Deal era, the plcnic shelter still serves its original prupose for
users of the 1200-acre state park.



-----------,~---------------------
8. SIGNIFICANCE

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE - CHECK AND JUSTIFY
__!Srcheology-prehlntorlc __community planning
__archeology- historic __conservation
__agriculture __economics

~archltecture __education
__art __engineering

__commerce __exploration/settlement
__communications __lndustry

__Invention

PERIOD
__prehistoric
_1400-1499
_1500-1599
__1600-1699

_1700-1799
_1800-1899
..-X...1900-

SPECIFIC DATES 1941 BUILDER / ARCHITECT

BELOW
_ landscape archltectu...
I •

__law

__literature
__military

__music

__philosophy

~polltICl/govemment

CCC/NPS

__religion

_science
__sculpture

x__soclal/

humanitarian
__theater
__transportation

~other (specify)
Recreation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (IN ONE PARAGRAPH)

The picnic shelter '"in tr..e Buzzard's Roost area has exceptional
significance under Criteria A and C, in that it represents some of
the finest work done by the Civilian Conservation Corps, a New Deal
relief organization that had a profound effect on the development of
the state park system in Hissouri and other states, and also in that
it is an outstanru_ng example of the rustic park architecture promoted
by the National Park Service during the 1930's. Architecturally, the
shelter follows a T-plan common to many similar shelters in many state
and national parks. Excellent craftsmanship and distinctive details,
such as the treatment of the rear wall of the alcove, raise it well
above the ordinar:r structure of its type. pOlitics/Government--Social/
Humanitarian: Con:3truction of the shelter resulted from a large-scale
federal program to promote economic recovery and develop recreational
facilities in the states, while providing work relief for unemployed
men during the Great Depression. This particular federal project has
great significance in that it was built by a company of black enrollees
in the CCC. Citizens of several towns in the vicinity of the park
cirCUlated petitions protesting the stationing of a black company in
the park. Hany of their fellow citizens signed counter-petitions
supporting the blac]~ enrollees on the grounds that they had done
excellent work and caused no trouble at another Missouri state
park, Washington State Park. In the end, the company (Co. 1743)
spent about two years at Hark Twain and vindicated itself by Clearing

9. MAJOR BIBL.IOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

See continuation sheet.

10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

LLLLu.J~
EASTING NORTHING

LLLLu.J LLj' I 1 ! , !

BlLJ
ZONE

o LtJ

ACREAGE 0' PROPUTY~QUAORANSLI NA..E_...F:..lJ....ou.r..l.i.ud ,g,8..,.,....Ib.lllJ!Oo.l.- SCALl_~ 2dt.J2QQ _
UTM REFERENCES *Less than or..e acre

A l1.QJ lkl 0;317,9,01 14,3Ib,117 ! "'to I
ZONE EASTING NORTHING

cLLJ U I I , ! I I 1 I I I ! 1 I
VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION AND JUSTIFICATION

The nominated property is bounded by a rectangle oriented on the shelter building whose
center point is the above referenced UTM cpordinate. The west line runs parallel to and
25' from the west wall of the building; the soutn line runs parallel to and 35' from the

II. FORM PREPARED BY
NAME I TITLE 30nnie dright
ORGANIZAnON

DATE



NPS Fonn 1lJ.1IOO-.
I3-82l

OMS No. 1024-0018
Exp. 10-31-84

United States Depart~lentof the Interior
National Park Service

. National Regis1ter of Historic Places
Inventory-Nonrlination Form
E.e.W. Architecture in Mo. State Parks

Continuation sheet Nark Twa.in Shelter Item number 8

Item 8

Page 1

large tracts of la.nd, laying out trails, installing a water system,
and building this marvelous rustic shelter.

Item 9

Good, Albert H. Park and Recreation Structures. 1938, Part II.

Missouri Department of Natural Resources. Division of Parks and
Historic Preservation. Archives. Jefferson City, Missouri.

Missouri-Kansas District CCC, pp. 106, 107, 230.

Monroe city News, April 10, 1941.

Iteffi'lO

south wall of the building; the east line runs parallel to and 20' from the rear wall
of the enclosed rear alcove; the north wall runs parallel to and 20' from the north
wall of the building. The resulting rectangle whose dimensions are 95' north-south
by 80' east-west includes the base of an old sign located west of the building and a
stone drinking fountain located southeast of the building, which are remnants of eee
activity in the picnic area, and forms a compact and convenient boundary for the
property.
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In 1926, the Missouri Game and Fish Commission purchased several farms in the spectacular
Meramec Valley and established Meramec State Park. Two months after the creation of the
Civilian Conservation Corps, a company of 220 CCC enrollees set up camp in the park, which
featured many caves and ar:haeological sites along the scenic Meramec River. The CCC
workers laid out trails and built a dining hall, shelters, a concession building, and a
beautiful recreation hall with a dance floor. Many of these structures still exist in the
3,600-acre park located sixty-five miles from st. Louis on Highway 66. Most of them,
however, exist in greatly altered form. Construction of a new bridge and highway will
soon necessitate the relocation of several CCC structures, including a large open
shelter. Plans are underway to remodel the dining hall and to relocate the recreation
hall, which is now used only for storage. Huge crowds of visitors in the park produce
tremendous pressure for modernization. Only three remaining CCC buildings are included in
this nomination. They are the pump house (well house), the shelter house (#45), and the
observation tower (lookout shelter). See inventory data sheets on these properties.
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Lookout Shelter, Meramec State Park, Missouri

It is suggested to all who would build a tall
trussed timber lookout tower that they pause and
consider on its merits such a lookout as this. It is
more enduring and comparatively free from main­
tenance demands, and very much more at home on
a rocky eminence than any wood tower ever con­
trived. It offers a view in all directions and shel­
ter from sudden storms. The batter at the base
of the wall is pleasing. Perhaps the low pitch of
the roof and the thinness of roof covering could
be quarreled with.

FLOOR. PLAN
Sca.le- ~:·I '0'
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MISSOURI OFFICE OF HIS"rORIC PRESERVATION I INVENTORY SURVEY FORM

I. NAME

HISTORIC

ANDIOR COMMON

2. LOCATION
STREET a NUMBER

CITY, TOWN

Meramec Sta"te Park Pump House

VICINITY OF

STATE Missouri

3. CLASSIFICATION

COOl:: 29 COUNTY Franklin COOS" Q7J

CATEGORY
_district
~bulldlng(s)

_structure
_site
_object

OWNERSHIP
~publlc
_private
_both
PUBLIC ACQUIS ITION
_In process
_being consld,.red

Not

STATUS
occupied

u seCf:unoccupled
_work In progre..
ACCESSIBLE
_yes: restricted
_~s: unrestricted

no

PRESENT USE
_.Iculture
-eommerclal
_educational
_entertainment
_govemment
_industrial

military

r museum
_park
__private residence
_religious
_scientific
_transportation

other:

4. OWNER OF PROPERTY
NAME state "of Ihssour1., Department of l~atural Resources

STREET a NUMBER P.O. Box 176
CITY, TOWN Jefferson C1. ty VICINITY OF

5. LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION
Department of Natural Resources
P.O. Box 176
Jefferson City, Hissouri 65101

6. REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS

STATE Hissour1.

TITLE DETERMINED ELEGl8LE? YES ~NO I"e:OERAL STAT! COUNTY LOC,il

Missouri State Historical Survey, 1982-1984

7. DESCRIPTION
CONDITION
_excellent
_good

-fair

~deterlorated
_ruins
_unexposed

CHECK ONE
x I_unatered
_altered

CHECK ONE
-X..,orlglnal site
_moved date Aug. 1984

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The old stone pump house (well house) at Heramec State Parle is a small
(16' x 20') rectangular building of quarried stone in a wooded setting
approximately fifty feet down a steep hill from the park road. The
walls are of random rubble construction. The window and door openings
have concrete si lIs and lintels, with a wedge-shaped n}eeystone n above
the door. The medium-pitched front-gable roof, supported by heavy
wooden trusses, has a small ventilator, or cupola. Built by the
Civilian Conservation Corps in 1934, the building has suffered from
neglect. All the windows and the door are gone. The site is extremely
overgrown, so that the building, already obscured by the hill, is
scarcely visible from the road. However, the basic structure remains
intact and unaltered, one of the few CCC buildings in this heavily-used
state park that has not been remodeled and/or relocated.



8. SIGNIFICANCE -------------~-------

PERIOD
__ prehistoric
__1400-1499

_ISoo-IS99
__1600-1699

_1700-1799
_1800-1899
.2L1900-

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE - CHECK AND JUSTIFY
__!Jrcheolo9Y-prehlstorlc __community planning
__archeology- hlstol'lc ~consel'YGtlon

__agriculture __economics
-x-archltecture __education
__art __engineering
__commerce __exploration/settlement
__communications __Industry

__Invention

BELOW
_,_landscape architecture
__law

__literature
__military
__music
__philosophy
-lLpolltlcs/govemment

_religion
_Iclence
__Iculpture

~soclall

humanitarian
__theater
-ytransportatlon

~P!J~'1l)

SPECIFIC OATES 1934 BUILDER/ARCHITECT CCC!NPS

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE UN ONE: PARAGRAPH)

The old stone pump ··house (well house) at Heramec State Park is
significant under Criteria A and C as an early Civilian Conservation
Corps construction project and a fine example of the type of rustic
architecture promoted by the National Park Service during the 1930's.
The old pump house is one of a very few original CCC structures that
remain in place and unaltered in this popular state park. Its rubble
construction, trussed roof, and barn-like roof ventilator make it an
interesting example of rustic park architecture. Its existence in the
face of great pressures for mOdernization is a reminder of the large­
scale effort by the CCC to conserve and develOp this park by fighting
fires, creating firebreaks, installing a water and sewer system,

.and constructing roads, trails, and other park facilities. In social/
humanitarian terms, the construction of this and other park structures
provided useful work and crafts training for young enrollees in the
CCC.

9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES
"Emergency Conservation Hork--Meramec State Park, Camp SP-3, SUllivan,

Ho., November Nonthly Report, 1934." National Archives and
Records Service.

10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

LL.-l.w.J l.LL.Lw..J
EASTING NORTHING

LI II!, , LL..LU...w..J

BLLj
ZONE

DLU

AC;REA•• OF PROPl:RTY~QUADRAN.LI NA"I_...l\IIM~e;x:.r'Ol'Ol,j~WlQIi'Q~£;i.lt~a.~t;.ee~P~a.~p,*kT)-:I}l.&AOQ-;-, SCALE _1 :~.JlOO _
UTM REFERENCES 7<Les s than or.e acre

ALLQ] lfJ'r71 0 ,3,OI ILtI~131/131~!OI
ZONE EASTlNG NORTHING

C LLJ lLL1...LJJ LL1...L..L.J...
VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION AND JUSTIFICATION

The nominated property is bounded by a rectangle oriented on the building whose center point
is the above referenced JTM coordinate. The west line runs parallel to and 20' from the
west wall of the building; the south line runs parallel to and 20' from the south wall of the

II. FORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE 30nnle drlchE

ORGANIZATION

DATE
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Continuation sheet Meramec Pump House 10 Page 1

building; the east line runs parallel to and 20' from the east wall of the building;
and the north line runs parallel to and 20' from the north wall of the building.
The resulting rectangle whose dimensions are 56' north~south by 60' east-west includes
a small portion of the surrounding wooded area, which slopes sharply downward from the
park road, and forms a compact and convenient boundary for the property.
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MISSOURI OFFICE, OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION / INVENTORY SURVEY FORM

I. NAME

HISTORIC r-!eramec State Park:, Lookout House
AND/OR COMMON 1'1eramec Sta1:e Park, Shelter House on the Lodge Trail

2. LOCATION
STREET 8 NUMBER

CITY, TOWN

STATE Missouri

3. CLASSIFICATION
29

__VICINITY OF

COUNTY Franklin CODE" 071

CATEGORY
_district
-!.bulldlngCs)
_structure
_site
_object

OWNERSHIP
~publlc
_private
_both
PUBLIC ACQUISmON
_In proce..
_being consldltred

STATUS
_occupied
_unoccupied

N/A _work In progre..
ACCESSIBLE
_yes: restricted
-Lyes: unrestricted

no

PRESENT USE
_agriculture
-COfMIerclal
_educational
_entertainment
_government
_industrial

military

l..-museum
.JLpork
,_private residence
_religious
_scientific
_transportation

other:

4. OWNER OF PROPERTY

NAME State of Missouri I Depa::-tment of Natural Resources
STREET 8 NUMBER P.O. Box 176
CITY, TOWN Jefferson City VICINITY OF

5. LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION

Department of Natural RI:lsources
P.O. Box 176
Jefferson City, Missouri 65101

6. REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS

STATE Missouri

TITLE DETERMINED ELEGIBLE?

Missouri State Historical Survey, 1982-1984

7. DESCRIPTION

YES .,-L.NO ~EDERAL STATE COUNTY LOCA

CONDITION
_excellent _deteriorated
-3f"good _ruins

---lair _unexposed

CHECK ONE
..!....unaltered
_altered

CHECK ONE
-lLorlgInaI site
_moved date Nov I 1984

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINA,L (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The shelter house (LLokout house) on the Lodge Trail at ?<eramec State Park
is a small (12' x 16') rectangular pavilion with stone walls approximately
four feet in height and a hipped roof supported by heavy wooden posts and
brackets. The flags1:one floor is set into a concrete foundation. wi thin
the past few years, the roof has begun to collapse and has subsequently been
repaired with some new wooden supports, new' shingles, and metal flashing
along the seams. ThE~ trail is somei..,rhat overgrown, and trees obscure the
view of the river. In other respects, the shelter house remains as it was
iv-hen constructed by 1:he Civilian Conservation Corps in 1935 "to provide
shelter in inclement iveather to campers and picnickers. ,,1

l;'!issouri Central Design Office, National Park Service, Proposal for
Type 3 Lookout House, ~feramec State Park, December 21, 1934, on file at the
National Archives and Records Service, t1ashington, D. C.



8. SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD
__prehistoric
_1400-1499
_1~OO-I~99

_1600-1699
_1700-1799
_1800-1899
~1900-

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE - CHECK AND JUSTIFY
_~rcheology-prehlstorlc __community planning
__archeology- hlstol'lc __conservation
__agriculture __economics
-lLarchltecture __education
__art __englneerln,
__commerce __exploration/settlement
__communications __lndultry

__Invention

BELOW
_,_landscape architecture
__law

__literature
__military
__music
__philosophy
...!..-polltlcs/govemment

_rell,lon
_science
__sculpture

-Lsoclall
humanitarian

__theater
__transportation
..lL..other (specifY)
Recreation

SPECIFIC DATES 1935 BUILDER / ARCHITECT, CCC/NPS
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (IN ONE PARAGRAPH)

The shelter house (lookout house) on the Lodge Trail at Heramec State Park
has exceptional significance under Criteria A and C as an early Civilian
Conservation Corps construction project and a lovely example of the National
Park Service rustic architecture of the 1930's. This shelter is an interestin
companion structure ·to the stone observation tower located approximately
one-fourth mile sout::lwest of it on the hiking trail. These two shelters
are among the very fl~w CCC buildings that survive in place and intact in
Meramec State Park, a park which benefited very significantly from the
labor of New Deal relief workers during the Great Depression.

9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

"Emergency Conservation Work, Meramec State Park, Camp SP-3, Sullivan, Mo" November
Monthly Report," 1934, on file at the National Archives and Records Service.

Missouri Department of Natural Resources, Division of Parks and Historic Preservation,
Archives.

IO. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA
ACRU(iE Olf PROPIRTY---::.L QUADRANGLE NAil! Meramec State Park, Mo.
UTM REFERENCES *Less than cne acre

Alli5J~~
ZONE EASTING NORTHING

C LLJ Ll.L.W..-.U LLL...l...u.J

BlLJ
ZONE

DUJ

SCALE _l..:24.a.QQJL _

LL.U..u-J lLLLl..wJ
EASTING NORTHING

lLL.l-uJ~
VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION AND JUSTIFICATION

The nominated property is bounded by a rectangle oriented on the shelter building whose
center point is the above referenced U'IM coordinate, The west line runs parallel to and
50' from the west wall of the building; the south line runs parallel to and 50' from the
south wall of the building; the east line runs parallel to and 50' from the east wall of

II. FORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE Bonnie Wright
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OMB No. 1024-0018
E"p. 10-31-84

Item number

United States Departnlent of the Interior
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Inventory-Nornination Form
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of the building; the north line runs parallel to and 50' from the north wall of the
building. The resultins rectangle whose dimensions are 116' north-south and 112'
east-west encloses a portion of the rugged wooded area that forms the proper setting
for this rustic shelter near the river bluff.
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Montauk state Park

OMB No. 1024-0018
Exp. 10-31-84

Page 1

Montauk state Park is located on 633 acres of land in the southern portion of Dent County,
twenty-one miles southwest of Salem, Missouri. The outstanding natural feature of the
park is a spring that forms an excellent trout stream near the head of the Current River.
An old mill, rehabilitated by CCC enrollees, is an important historical feature of the
park. In addition to working on the old mill, Veterans Company 1770 constructed a dam and
bridge, tourist cabins, and other park buildings. Fire, heavy use, and modernization have
taken their toll at Montauk, leaving few of the original CCC strucutures intact. The
buildings and structures nominated in this park are, as follows: the old mill, the
shelter and footbridge, and the dam and spillway (near the fish hatchery). See inventory
data sheets on these properties.



MISSOURI OFFICr. OF HISTl:)RIC PRESERVATION / INVENTORY SURVEY I='ORM

I. NAME Dam and Spi J J way in the Hatchery Area at Montauk State Park
. HISTORIC

ANDIOR COMMON

2. LOCATION
STREET a NUMBER

CITY, TOWN

STATE Mjssquri 29

__VICINITY OF

COUNTY Dent CODE' 065

3. CLASSIFICATION

CATEGORY
_district
_bulldlng(s)
-2:structure
_site
_object

OWNERSHIP
.!.-publlc
_private
_both
PUBLIC ACQUISrnON
_In process
_being consldelred

N/A

STATUS
_Gccupled
_unoccupied
_work In progre..
ACCESSIBLE
_yes: restricted
~ye.: unre.trlcted

no

PRESENT USE
_agriculture
--COmmercial
_educational
_entertainment
_government
_indu.trlal

military

'_museum
..!...porlc
_private residence
_religious
_scientific
_transportation

other:

4. OWNER OF PROPERTY
NAME State of Missouri, Department of Natural Resources
STREET a NUMBER P.O. Box 176
CITY, TOWN Jefferson City VICINITY OF

5. LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION

Department of Natural Resources
P.O. Box 176
Jefferson City, llissouri 65101

6. REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS

STATE Missouri

TITLE DETERMINED ELEGIBLE?

Missouri State Historical Survey, 1982-1984

7. DESCRIPTION

YES ...!.-NO !fEDERAL X STATE COUNTY LOCA

CONDITION
-y-8Xcellent _deteriorated
_good _ruins
-fair _unexposed

CHECK ONE
_-_unaltered
.L...altered

CHECK ONE
.E-orlglnal site
_moved date Aug. 1984

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAl. (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Dam and Spillway in the Hatchery Area at Montauk State Park are rustic stone structures
on concrete foootings in the Spring Branch that flows into the Current River. Comapny 1770
of the Civilian Conservation Corps constructed the impoundment structures in the summer of
1935 in order to control the outflow of water from the hatchery fish ponds. According to an
official report on the project, "The side and wing walls were constructed of stone, placed
within forms to obtain the desired lines, grouted in place."l These walls and the random stone
spillway, which gives the impression of a natural fall of rock, remain intact, although the
wooden bridge that originally spanned the .d.am has been replaced with a concrete span.

1"Narrative- R~po~t of Aci:,ivities at Montauk State Park, SP-l, Missouri, for June and July
1935. "
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SPECIFIC OATES 1915 BUILDER/ARCHITECT CCC/NPS
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (IN ONE PARAGRAPH)

The Dam and Spillway in the Hatchery Area at Montauk State Park have exceptional significance
under Criteria A and C, in that they represent an important part of a park development project
carried out during the early years of the Civilian Conservation Corps and also in that they
form a distinctive example of the rustic park architecture promoted by the National Park Service
during the 1930's. The Spillway and Dam were important structures in a trout hatchery
development project on a spring-fed steam at the. headwaters of the Current River. The rough
and tumble character of the stonework gives the impression of a natural, rather than a man-made,
feature that blends well with the park landscape. This and other construction projects at
Montauk State Park provided useful work for the members of Company 1770 of the Civilian ,
Conservation Corps, a veterans' company, which included several expe~ienced stonemasons.!

ITownsend Godsey, "Missouri's State Parks in the Making," in Missouri Magazine February
1934, p. 7.

9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

DNR archives.
Godsey, Townsend. "Missouri's State Parks in the Making." Missouri Magazine February 1934, p. 7.
"Narrative Report of Activities at Montauk State Park, SP-l, Missouri," June and JUly 1935.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION ANO JUSTIFICATION

The nominated property is contained within a 50' x 50' square centered on the above
referenced UTM p~int with sides that are parallel to the walls of the structure.
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i'1issouri State Historical Survey, 1982-1984
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CHECK ONE
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAl. (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The open shelter at :'lontaul: State Park is a rectangular building with
a central stone fireplace and a stone interior half-wall that divides
the shelter into two picnic areas. Heavy wooden posts and curved struts
accentuate the wide door openings on the east and west walls. On the
north and south walls, wooden posts jut down through the ,.,indow openings
into the rough stone wall, adding a rustic and decorative touch. A
large chimney risl~s up through the center of the hipped roof. Just west
of the shelter in the picnic are is a rugged stone footbridge. Both the
shelter and the footbridge ,.,ere constructed by Company 1770 of the
civilian Conserva":ion Corps between 1934 and 1935 and continue to serve
their original functions.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (IN ONE PARAGRAPH)

The open shelter at Hontauk State Park has exceptional significance
under Criteria A and C. This shelter and other buildings at Hontaul<:
State Park were among te earliest construction projects completed by
the Civilian Conservation Corps in Missouri. The large central
fireolaced, unusual divided floorplan, and distinctive use of heavy
wooden posts and struts make this shelter an outstanding example of
the type of rustic architecture promoted by the National Park
Service during the 1930's. -'This beautiful stone shelter represents
one facet of a coordinated effort by the federal and state governments
to preserve a por'tion of the Ozark Highlands and develop it for
recreational purposes. .'\s a social/humanitarian endeavor, the CCC
projects in this and other state par}<:s gave needed employment, hope,
and a sense of accomplisr,ment to young men reaching maturity in the
troubled atmosphElre of the Great Depression.

9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES
"Narrative Report of Activities at !1ontauk State park, SP-1, ;,ussouri,

for Honths :Jf August and September 1935: Final Report from this
Par}<:," on file at the National Archives and Records Service.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION AND JUSTIFICATION
The nominated property is bounded by a rectangle oriented on the shelter building whose
center point is the above referenced U1l1 coor~inate. The west line runs parallel to and
150' from the west wall of the building; the south line runs parallel to and 50' from the
south wall of the building; the east line runs parallel to and 100' from the east wall of
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the building, and the north line runs parallel to and 50' from the north wall of the
building. The resulting rectangle whose dimensions are 138' north-south by 272'
east-west includes the remains of a eee-built footbridge to the west of the shelter
and encloses a portion cf the cleared picnic area, bounded on the north and east by
parking lots and on the west by a stand of timber. Excluded from the rectangle is a
modern pit latrine located approximately 100' south of the shelter buildi~~.
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CHECK ONE
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SCRIBE iHE ?RESENT ~NO ORIGiNAL. (IF .<NeWN) "HYSICAL ~P!=EARANCC:

e Old Mill at Montauk State Park was built in 1896 on the site of an earlier grist mill that had
ng been an important institution in the now-vanished village of Montauk, Missouri. During the
30's, CCC workers developed Montauk and the surrounding area into a popular &tate park, which
;placedseveral houses and other nineteenth-century structures. However, the CCC laborers under
e direction of the National Park Service saved the mill, completing a remodeling project that
cluded sheathing the structure with oak board and batten siding (stained with creosote) and plac­
g a new stone foundation under the entire building. Set into the rear of the stone foundation
aced under the building in 1935 are two old millstones filled with concrete. In the center of
e of these is the following inscription: "Veteran Co. 1710 Sec. 2 Feb. 10. 35." In remodeling
e mill, the CCC workers did not disturb the machinery for grinding wheat, which remains on the
cond floor of the building (Photo U6A). The smaller corn grinding apparatus remains in the small
om at the rear of the first floor (Photo USA). The Old Mill is a two and one-half story building
wood frame construction with an irregular floor plan. There is a stone and concrete mill race or

,e west side of the building. A prominent exterior feature is the central tower-like extension
love the second-story roof. The multi-level gable roof is covered with wood shingles. The Mill
!tains the oak siding (stained wi.th creosote) applied in 1935. Beautifully situated on a spring
"anch of the Current River, the lIiill remains an important historic attraction within the state
,rk.
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:IFIC OATES 1935 BUILDER/ARCHITECT Original builder: William J. Furry
'EMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (IN ONE PAR~~GRAPH) Reconstruction: CCC/NPS

! Old Mill at Montauk State Park nas exceptional significance under Criteria A in that it repre- i
LtS a combined effort of the fedl~ral and state governments, with the assistance of federal relief:
~ers, to reconstruct a cultural feature as an importapt element of a state park development !
lj ect during the 1930' s. The Old Mill is associated with the following events that have made a :
;nificant contribution to the broad patterns of our history: 1. the beginning of the state park'\'
rement 2. the advent of federal participation in park development within the states 3. the .
!rgence of New Deal relief progr,:mls, such as the Civilian Conservation Corps 4. the participa- ;
m of federal relief workers in ,1 project that preserved a cultural resource as a complement to i
~ natural resources of an area that would become a popular state park. The Old Mill is sign1£i- i
lt in the following areas: -Industrv: Built on the site of an earlier mill, the present Old Mill!

...--:::.=.L- I

the last remnant of the village of Montauk, which was a thriving community from the mid-1800's !

the early 1900' s. l.fuen the mill was in operation, the building had several offices in addition i
the milling rooms. The second and partial third floors housed the m?~hinery for wheat milling.

lch is still located there. The first floor coytained a small a~par.atus for grinding corn, but
~ctioned mainly as a storage and business. area. The corn grinding apparatus remains in a back
:>m on the first floor. This apparatus and the wheat grinding machinery were preserved in the
35 project and remain as reminders of nineteenth-century industry in a small Ozark village.
1itics/Government: The Old Mill at Montauk exists because of a combined effort of the federal
d state govern~ents to develop a park for recreational purposes and a joint decision to save the
11 as an important cultural attraction in the park. Social/Humanitarian: The remodeling of the
11, in addition to other projects at Montauk State Park, provided needed work relief for World
r I veterans enrolled in Company 1770 of the Civilian Conservation Corps. Recreation: The Old
11 is a vital part of the recreational development of Montauk State Park. Plans are underway to

MAJOR 81SLJOGRAPHICAL REF1~RENCS:S
Goodding, Marian. "Montauk Mill Historyz Preliminary Study, 1979. It On file at DNR.
Missouri-Kansas District Civili.an Conservation Corps, pp. 112-113.
Missouri State Planning Board. A State-Plan for Missouri, 1938, pp. 87-88.
"Narrative Report of Activities at Montauk State Park, SP-1, Missouri." NPS Archives, NARS.
Salem News. Salem. Mo., Januap' 22. 1968,
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,nmost wall of the building; the north line runs parallel to and 10' from the north wall of the
lilding and coincides roughly ~vith the park road; the east line runs parallel to and 10' from the
lSt wall of the building; and the south wall runs parallel to and 10' from the south wall of the
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1':'101£ I -:''':..! Bonnie Fright, Cultural Resource Preseryati ani st T

:p.~':':'ll1:~~CN Department of Natural Resources, Historic Preservation Program
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open the mill for visits by tourists and perhaps to make the grinding machinery operational
again as an educational feature of this very popular park.

lMarian Goodding, ''Montauk Mill History; Preliminary Study, 1979," unpublished
manuscript on file at the Department of Natural Resources, Jefferson City, Missouri.
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building. The resulting rectangle, which measures 66' north-south by 78' east-west,
forms a compact and convenient boundary for the structure, which is nestled between
the park road and a small stream.





















1

OMS No. 1024-0018
Exp. 10-31-84

District
Item number and property data Page

NPS Form 10-000-.
(3082l

United States DepartmEhnt of the Interior
National Park Service

National Registter of Historic Places
Inventory-Nomination Form
E.C.W. Architecture in Mo. State Parks T.R.
Continuation sheet Roaring River State Park

Roaring River State Park
.-

Both the CCC and the WPA took part in developing Roaring River State Park, a dramatic
slice of the Ozark Mountains, seven miles south of Cassville, in Barry County, Missouri.
The original park, acquired in 1923, contained a lake (destroyed by a flood in 1939), a
trout hatchery, and a few cabins. CCC Commpany 1713 arrived in the area in June 1933 and
remained until November 1939. During this period, the CCC enrollees developed the
hatchery, built new cabins and other park buildings, developed hiking trails, and repaired
the damages of a disastrous flood. The major achievement of WPA workers at Roaring River
was the construction of an impressive three-story stone and timber Lodge. An important
survival in the park is Camp Smokey, which contains four original CCC officers' barracks.
There is one historic district in the park: Camp Smokey-Company 1713 Historic District.
Nominated as non-contiguous sites are the following: Deer Leap Trail, the lodge, the club
house (bathhouse), the honeymoon cottage, the shelter and restroom (#I S 30 &31), and the
dam/spillway. District data follows; please see inventory data sheets on non-contiguous
sites.
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Camp Smokey--Company 1713 Historic District

Description

Camp Smokey--Company 1713 Historic district contains three buildings and one structure of
historical and architectural significance erected in 1933 by Civilian Conservation Corps
Company 1713 in Roaring Ri.ver state Park. A fourth building in a highly altered condition is
slated for restoration. These four buildings were part of the central compound of the CCC
installation that replaced the original CCC tent camp at Roaring River during the summer and
fall of 1933. The four buildings still in existence in the compound are the officers'
quarters, foreman's quarters, hospital, and the education/supply building. Gone from the
complex are the original mess hall and recreation hall, both of log construction, the old
stone pumphouse, and all the enrollees' barracks, whch were located southwest of the officers'
compound. The officers' barracks and foreman's quarters were situated on a hill and so
oriented as to command a view of the entire installation. The buildings as they stand today
give some idea of the ori~linal circular arrangement of the officers' compound. A surviving
stone chimney inscribed "CCC Co. 1713" marks the position of an old barracks building that did
not survive. Remnants of a foundation indicate the location of the central pumphouse. The
surviving buildings now serve as barracks for campers in an organized group camping facility
known as Camp Smokey. Other camp buildings, such as the mess hall and recreation hall, are
set apart from the old CCC barracks and do not intrude ipon the historic district. The old
CCC-built chimney, encircled by a concrete stage and facing a group of concrete benches, now
serves as the focal point of a campfire circle or amphitheater in the camp.

Buildings and structures that contribute to the historical character of the district are, as
follows:

Rol Outdoor Fireplace/Chimney: 1933 chimney and fireplace of rough cut stone in horizontal
courses, surrounded by three-level concrete platform. Inscribed "ccc Co. 1713".

Ro2 Barracks No.2 (Foreman's Quarters): 1933 one-story rectangular building of wood
construction, set on piers, veneer of cut stone (non-load-bearing) suggesting stone
foundation, side-gable roof, exposed rafters, entry porch with shed-style overhang supported
by rough cedar posts, cedar shake siding, original casement windows.

Ro3 Barracks #3 (HospitalL: 1933 one-story rectangular building of wood construction, set on
piers, veneer of cut ston,~ at base, stone steps and entry porch, shed-style overhang supported
by rough cedar posts, sidl~-gable roof, exposed rafters, cedar shake siding, new windows in
original window openings.
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Ro4 Barracks #4 (Education and Supply Building): 1933 rambling one-story wooden building, set
on rock piers, stone venee:~at base, stone steps at south end of facade, two entry porches,
shed-style overhand supported by rough cedar posts, cedar shake siding, double-hung windows
(not original).

Buildings that do not contribute to the historical character of the district are, as follows:

Barracks #1, Original Officers' Barracks: Effectively torn down and rebuilt in 1982. Only
the stone veneer at the base remains original. Construction crew noted remains of original
sleeping cubicles with separate flues for wood-burning stoves. Rest room, constructed in the
1970 l s rectangular frame building, non-descript, may be torn down.

Significance

Camp Smokey-Company 1713 Historic Oistrict is significant according to the criteria of
evaluation under definitioi1s A and C to wit: it is the only surviving Civilian Conservation
Corps officers' compound i1 the Missouri state park system; it is a good example of the
military character of these installations, modified by rustic architectural details. The CCC
buildings in Camp Smokey are unusual survivals, because of the normal practice of razing the
barracks and related structures whenever a CCC company abandoned a particular camp. The
buildings were intended only as temporary housing, not as permanent park structures. CCC
Company 1713 left Roaring River State Park in November 1939, and all the remaining camp
buildings were scheduled for demolition in early 1940. By that time, the four buildings left
in the camp had become the property of the National Youth Administration. Tentative plans by
that agency to develop a youth camp on the site did not materialize, and demolition was
ordered. Late in January 1940, the Cassville Commercial Club, a local business orgnization,
persuaded the NYA to leave the buildings in the park to be converted to a camp for
underpriveleged children.l Since the 1940's, the buildings have served as barracks in Camp
Smokey, a facility maintained by the state and used regularly by youth groups.

lCassville Oemocrat, January 25, 1940, p. 8.
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lCassville Democrat, January 25, 1940, p. 8.
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Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property: Appr0ximate1y 4 acre s .
Quadrangle name: Eagle Rock, Mo.
Quadrangle scale: 1:24,000
UTM References:
A 15/426240/4048320
B 15/426290/4048210
C 15/426120/4048170
D 15/426140/4048310

Verbal Boundary Description and Justification

The boundary of the distr:Lct is clearly delineated on the appended maps (U.S.G.S. map and
district map) and runs just south of the park road on the north, just west of the park road on
the east, just south of the park road on the south and just west of the small stream on the
west side of the old barracks (No.4). The boundary was selected to include all the remaining
CCC barracks buildings, the outdoor fireplace, the stone curbing along the park road, and the
stonework along the old stream.
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STATE Missouri

TITLE DETERMINED EL!:Gl8LE? _ YES ...L- NO

Missouri State Historical Survey, 1982-1984.

7. DESCRIPTION

I"EDERAL ...x.-STATE COUNTY LOCA

CONDITiON
_excellent _deteriorated
.:L-good _ruins
--fair _unexposed

CHECK ONE
_unaltered
_altered

CHECK ONE
_original alte
_moved date _

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAI_ (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The honejTT':loon cabin (cabin #:26) at Roaring River 'State Park is a small
(l5' x 29') rectangular cottage ,-lith an enclosed front porch. Set in a
secluded area on a wooded slope, the cabin has a cross-gable roof with vertical
board and batten sid~~ng on the porch enclosure and in the gables, clapboards
on the main bloc}c of the bilding. The foundation is constructed of rough
coursed ashlar. ~Hndows of the single-sashed, six-paned and four-paned
variety have replaced the original casement windows. Built by the
Civilian Conservation Corps between 1933 and 1939, the building continues to
serve as a tourist cabin, called the "honeymoon cabin" because of its
secluded location.



8. SIGNIFICANCE

SPECIFIC OATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT

PERIOD
_ prehistoric
_1400-1499
_ISoo-IS99
_1600-1699
_1700-1799
_1800-1899
~1900-

AF. OF SIGNIFICANCE - CHECK AND JUSTIFY
archeology - prehl:storlc _ community planning-,

__archeology- historic __conservation
__agriculture __economics
~archlttcture __.ducatlon
_art __engineering
__commerce __.xploratlon/settlement
__communications __lndustry

__Invention

BELOW I
,_~andKape archlllClure
_law
_literature
__military
__music
__philosophy
---X.politIcs/government

__religion

_science
.1L..sculpture
__socIal/

humanitarIan
__theater
__transportation
-X..-other (specify)
Recreation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (IN ONE PARAGRAPH)

The honeymoon cabin at Roaring River State Park has exceptional
significance under Criteria .~ and C as part of an early park development
project carried out by the Civilian Conservation Corps and also as a fine
example of the rustic park architecture promoted by the National Park
Service during the 1930's. A CCC camp was established at Roaring River
State Park in June 1933, just two months after the establishment of the
CCC program. The ambitious projects in the park included development of
the fish hatchery and dam, a large dining lodge (hotel), and several
tourist cabins. ;·Ios't of the original cabins have been drastically
altet'ed. The honeymoon cabin stands as a nearly pristine example of the
modest, small-scale tourist housing constructed by the CCC in the rustic
mode of park architecture.

9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

lLLL..W~
EASTlNG NORTHING

lLLL..W l.LL..l...wJ

BLJ
ZONE

DUJ

ACREAGE 0' PROPCRTV-!- QUADRANGLE NA"~:_--lF~al..Cgl-ll.eli~ggQJ,(;lk~,.-flt4!IGgl-o-.--------_SCALa _.~:24 ,000 _
UTM REFERENCES *Less than one acre

Al.L£]~~
ZONE EASTING NORTHING

C LLJ U I II! I LL.LLl...u...J
VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION ANI:) JUSTIFICATION

The nominated property -is enclosed by a rectangle centered on the above referenced UTM
point. The west line runs parallel to and 20' from the west wall of the building; the north
line runs parallel to and 20' from the north wall of the building; the east line runs
parallel to and 20 feet from the east waJJ of the bqildjng. and the so"th ).lu·n.&l;li~r;w"u.ns~ _

II. FORM PREPARED BY
NAME I TITLE Bonn; e Wr; ght
ORGANIZATION

400RESS DATE



NPS Form 1o-~

C3-I2l
OMBNo.1024-0018
Exp. 10-31-84

I

I •
United States'-.epartm1ent of the Interior
National Park Service

National Regist,er of Historic Places
Inventory-Nonlination Form
E.C.W. Architecture in Mo. State Parks

Continuation sheet Roari n9 Ri ver Honeymoon Cab. Item number 10 Page 1

paralle1 to and 20 1 from fhe south wall of the building. The resulting rectangle, which
measures 55 1 north-south and 69 1 east-west, forms a compact and convenient boundary for'
the prope rty .





EMERGENCY CONSERVATION WORK ARCHITECTURE
IN MISSOURI STATE PARKS, (1933-1942) T.R.

Roaring River State Park
Barry County, Missouri

U.S.G.S. 7.5 1 Scale 1:24,000
EAGLE ROCK, MO Quadrangle (1974)
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I. NAME I,----------L------------------------ ~}-----------
HISTORIC

ANO/ORCOMMON Roaring River state Park, Deer Leap Trail

2. lOCATION
STREET a NUMBER

CITY, TOWN

3. CLASSIFICATION

__VICINITY OF

COUNTY CODE" 00 C;

CATEGORY
_district
_bUlldlng(l)
~Itructure
_lite
_object

OWNERSHIP
~PUbllc
_private
_both
PUBLIC ACQUISrnON
_In proce..
_being conaldel..d

N/A
STATUS
_I)ccupled
_unoccupied
_work In progre..
ACCESSIBLE
_Yea: restricted
_yel: unreltrlcted

no

PRESENT USE
_agriculture
--=rnmerclal
_educational
_enterta Inment
_oovernment
_indUstrial

military

'_museum
--X. park
_private relldence
_religious
_scientific
_transpartatlon

other:

4. OWNER OF PROPERTY
NAME State of Missouri, Department of Natural Resources
STREET a NUMBER P. O. Box 176
CITY, TOWN Jefferson Ci ty VICINITY OF

5. LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION

Department of Natural Resources
P.O. Box 176
Jefferson City, Missouri 65101

6. REPRESENTATION IN EXISTI~IG SURVEYS

STATE Ml ssourl

TITLE DETERMINED ELEGIBLE? YES ...2L- NO

Missouri State Historical Survey, 1982-1984

7. DESCRIPTION

jr!DERAL X STATE COUNTY LOCA

CONDITION
_excellent
,2Lgood

-fair

_deteriorated
_ruins

_unexposed

CHECK ONE
~unaltered

_altered

CHECK ONE
.2Lorlglnal site
_moved date Sept. 1984

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAl. (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Deer Leap Trail at: Roaring River State Park is a man-made trail,
approximately 3/10 of a mile in length, that rises to the east of
the trout hatcherj', ascends a steep blUff, circles the spring lake formed
by the dam, and dE~scends along the edge of the bluff to the area of the
rental cabins nort:h of the swimming pool. Betw"een 1933 and 1939, the
Civilian Conservat:ion Corps laid out this spectacular trail, placing
rough stone steps and stone retaining walls at the starting and ending
points and at points of steepest ascent and descent. A dramatic
feature of the trail is Deer Leap Overlook, a rocky projection of the
bluff that offers a panoramic view of the spring at the source of the
Roaring River, thE~ hatchery complex, and the wooded hills to the north.
According to local legend, Deer Leap takes its name from a dramatic
incident that ocatrred in the 1870's when a deer and a pursuing hound
leaped from the edge of the bluff and plunged into the pool of spring
water below. Deer Leap Trail is an attractive man-made feature that
allows park visitors to enjoy a spectacular view of the spring and
hatchery at Roaring River State Park.



8. SIGNIFICANCE
----------------------- --/'----------

SPECIFIC DATES 1933-1939 BUILDER/ARCHITECT CCC/NPS

PERIOD
__prehistoric
__1400-1499

_1~OO-I~99

_1600-1699
_1700-1799
_1800-1899
..1L1900-

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE - CHECK AND JUSTIFY
__ ~rcheology-prehl:ltorlc __ community planning
__archeology- historic __conservation

__agriculture _economics
__architecture __education

__art __engineerIng

__commerce __exploration/settlement
__communications __lndus.try

__InventIon

BELOW
--X..landacape architecture
I •

__law

__literature
__military

__musIc

__philosophy

~Polltlca/govemment

_religion

_science
__sculpture

.1£......oclall

humanitarian
__theater
__transportation

~other (,peclfy)
Recreatlon ,

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (IN ONE PARAGRAPH)

Deer Leap Trail at Roaring River state Park has exceptional significance
under Criteria A and C as an important park development project carried out
by the Civilian Consen~tion Corps and also as an example of landscape
architecture that provided pUblic access to a dramatic rock-faced cliff
without detracting from the natural beauty of the landscape. The simplicity
of the structure, the use of natural materials, and the harmony of man-made
elements with natural features place this trail within the tradition of rustic
architecture upheld by the National Park Service in the 1930's. Construction
of the trail was import:ant as part of a larger effort to develop a trout
stream, a beautifUl spring, and a dramatic tract of land in the southwestern
Hissouri Ozarks for recreational purposes. In social/humanitarian terms, the
project provided usefu~~ employment for enrollees in Company 1713 of the Civilian
Conservation Corps during the Great Depression.

9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES
Brewer, \'1anda Eve. Roarinq River Realities.

1973.
Kansas City, Mo.: Lowell Press,

10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

~7",~171 I ,el
NORTHING

~

B~~
ZONE EASTING

Dl.LJJ~

ACREAGE 0' PROPt:RTY_*_ QUADRANGLE NA"E_-t;Eaagg,JLJee..JRi!.OlCC~kc.,,~M!C0L.oo. SCAL£ _ ..l12.4..s..QQ.o _
UTM REFERENCES *Less than one acre

AII,SI~ iL,/,0!'t,'1!l,l,OI
ZONE EASTING NORTHING

C lLJ..2J ~1~,5'I",o!OI ,,,,Dl'r',91b,SjOI
VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION ANI;) JUSTIFICATION

Deer Leap Trail begins just east of the hatchery and follows the contour of the bluff to
Deer Leap Overlook, proceeding along the countour of the bluff south and west to the rear
of the lodge. The trail is approximately .3 miles in length. See appended U.S.G.S. map.

II. FORM PREPARED BY
NAME I TITLE Bonnie ~'lright

ORGANIZATION

DATE





EMERGENCY CONSERVATION WORK ARCHITECTURE
IN MISSOURI STATE PARKS, (1933-1942) T.R.

Roaring River State Park
Barry County, Missouri

U.S.G.S. 7.5 1 Scale 1:24,000
EAGLE ROCK, MO Quadrangle (1974)
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I. NAME
HISTORIC Roaring RJ:.-..Cr state Park, Shelter KJ.tchen No. 2 and R,-~ Room

AND/ORCOMMON Roaring River State Park, Shelter House and Rest Room

2. LOCATION
STREET a NUMBER

CITY, TOWN

STATE

3. CLASSIFICATION

CATEGORY
_dIstrIct
_bulldlng(l)
_Itructure
_lIte
_object

OWNERSHIP
_public
_private
_both
PUBLIC ACQUISrnON
_In proce..
_being conlide.'ed

VICINITY OF

COUNTY

STATUS
_occupied
_unoccupIed
_work In progre..
ACCESSIBLE
_Yes: reltrlcted
_~.:unreltrlcted

no

PRESENT USE
_GC4Irlculture
-commercIal
_educatIonal
_entertainment
_government
_indultrlal

military

CODE·

_'_museum
_park
_private ,.lldence
_rellgloul
_scientifIc
_tranlportatlon

other:

4. OWNER OF PROPERTY
NAME

STREET a NUMBER

CITY, TOWN

5. LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION

6. REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS

VICINITY OF STATE

TITLE DETERMINED ELEGIBLE?

7. DESCRIPTION

YES _NO I'EDERAL STATE COUNTY LOCA

CONDITION
_excellent _deteriorated
_good _rulnl

.-Jalr _unexposed

CHECK ONE
_unaltered
2:..altered

CHECK ONE
_original site
_moved date _

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAl. (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The shelter house (s::1el ter kitchen :#=2) and rest room in the picnic area at
Roaring River State Park are rustic buildings of wood and stone in a
picturesque setting on the w·estern banks of a spring-fed trout stream.
3uilt bv the Civilian Conservation Corps in the summer of 1934, the shelter
house i~ a rectangular building of horizontal log construction with a
flagstone floor, a pitched side-gable rOOf, and two large fireplaces of
rough coursed ashlar. Its floorplan is similar to those of the small shelter
house at Van ?1eter State Park, the open shelter at Arrow Rock State Historic
site, and other rectangular shelters with two fireplaces, enclosed ends,
and open sides. However, the use of rough log construction makes the
Roaring River picnic shelter unique in the Hissouri state park system. An
identical shelter (shelter kitchen ~1) was constructed, but has failed to
survive, in the Roaril}.g River camping area. The stone rest room, located
a short distance to the northwest of shelter kitchen ~2 is a small rectangula
building with a front-gable roof, flared eaves, and a patterned arrangement
of small square openings at the gable ends. The wall treatment of rough
ashlar in horizontal courses echoes the stoneworl~ in the fireplaces and



a. SIGNIFICANCE

SPECIFIC DATES ca. 1934 BUILDER/ARCHITECT CCC/NPS

PERIOD
__prehistoric
__1400-1499

_ISOO-IS99
__1600-1699

_1700-1799
_1800-1899
_X_1900-

AREAS OF S:IGNIFICANCE - CHECK AND JUSTIFY
__CJrcheology-prehllltorlc __community planning
__orcheology- historic __conservation
__agriculture __economics

--X...orchltecture __education.
__art __engineering

__commerce __exploration/settlement
__communications __lndustry

__Invention

BELOW
_landscape architecture
I •

__low

__literature
__military
__music

__phIlOGophy

-X-polltlcs/govemment

_religion

_science
__sculpture

_X_social I

humanitarian
__theater
__transportaflon

~other (specify)
Recreation

BlMJ~~
ZONE EASTING NORTHING

o UJ LLU...u-l l.L.L.LL..U

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (IN ONE PARAGRAPH)

The shelter house (shelter kitchen #2) and rest room in the picnic area
at Roaring River Stat:e Park are significant under Criteria A- and C in
that they are early E!xamples of Civilian Conservation Corps construction
projects and also in that they are exceptionally fine examples of the
type of rustic archi t:ecture promoted by the National Park Service during
the 1930's. CCC Company 1713 moved into Roaring River State Park in
June 1933, just bro months after passage of the federal law" creating the
CCC program. The rugged tract of Ozark mo¥ntain land was virtually
undeveloped before the arrival of the comapny. To quote Irene Horner,
local author and hist:orian: "What Roaring River State Park is today, is,
in large part due to the CCC camp T.vhich l"as there in the 1930' s. ,,1 The
rough log shelter house and the rustic stone rest room, so wonderfully
suited to the Ozark landscape, are fine illustrations of the lasting
character imprinted by the CCC on this magnificent state park. Their
fine craftsmanship arm enduring beauty are excellent testimonialS to the
new hope and sense of purpose instilled by the CCC in the hard-pressed
youth of the Depression Era.

1Irene Horner, "goaring River Heritage (Cassville, Ho., 1978), p.

9. MAJOR BIBL.IOGRAPHICAL. I~EFERENCES

See continuation sheE~t.

10. GEOGRAPHICAL. DATA
ACRIAel 0" PROPIRTY....!- QUADRANGU "A"I_~EJila~g.lll;:.e~Rou.;cuks..a...• .J:M:lLQL...- s~--l.:..2~000- _
UN REFERENCES Less than one acre

A lj.J.5J~ l'f,O!lf,8181/,Ol
ZONE EASTING NORTHING

C u..J lL.L.L...wJl~
VERBAL. BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION ANC' JUSTIFICATION

The nominated property is bounded on the east by Roaring River. The west line runs parallel
to and 200· from the river. The north and south lines, each 200' long, are parrallel to each
other and 400' apart. Thl~ resulting parallelogram measures 400' north-south by 200' east-west

II. FORM PREPARED BY
NAME I TITL.E donnle /lrlgnt
ORGANIZATION

ADDRESS DATE
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Exp. 10-31-84

United States_epartment of the Interior
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National Regist:er of Historic Places
Inventory-Nonlination Form
Continuation sheet Roar ing R. Shelter

Item 7

Item number 7,9, 10 Page 1

chimneys of shelter Jd tchen #2. Both these buildings are well-preserved
and in nearly pristine condition. However, the bark has fallen from the
logs used in the shelter house walls, which have recently been painted a
dark brown. The rest. room is in the process of being re-roofed with
cedar shakes in a manner as close as possible to the original.

Item 9

Horner, Irene. Roaring River Heritage. Cassville, f'.10., 1978.

Herrill, Perry H. Roosevelt's Forest Army: A History of the Civilian
Conservation Co~~ps 1933-1942. Montpelier, Vt., 1981, pp. 144-146.

;',!issouri Department of Natural Resources. Division of Parks and
Historic Preservation. Archives. Je:ffersonz(i;it.y, Nissouri.

Item 10

and forms a compact and convenient boundary for the property. The parallelogram is
centered on the above-referenced UTM point.







EMERGENCY CONSERVATION WORK ARCHITECTURE
IN MISSOURI STATE PARKS, (1933-1942) T.R.

Roaring River State Park
Barry County, Missouri

U.S.G.S. 7.5 1 Scale 1:24,000
EAGLE ROCK, MO Quadrangle (1974)
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I. NAME----------!
HISTORIC <--

AND/OR COMMON

2. LOCATION
STREET a NUMBER

CITY, TOWN

Roaring River state Park Dam!Spillway

__VICINITY OF

STATE Missouri
3. CLASSIFICATION

29 COUNTY Barry CODE: 009

CATEGORY
_district
_bulldlng(s)
2structure
_site
_object

O~ERSHIP

_public
_private
_both
PUBLIC ACQUISrnON
_In process
_being conlldel"ed

N/A
STATUS
_occupied
_unoccupied
_work In progre..
ACCESSIBLE
_yes: reltrlcted
~yel: unreltrlcted

no

PRESENT USE
_agriculture
_commercial
_educational
_enterta Inment
_government
_indultrlal

military

'_._museum
..!..park
_private relldence
_rellgioul
_scientific
_tranlportatlon

other:

4. OWNER OF PROPERTY

NAME State of Missouri. Department of Natural Resources
STREET a NUMBER P.0. Box 176
CITY, TOWN Jefferson City. VICINITY OF

5. LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION

Department of Natural Resources
P.O. Box 176
Jefferson City, Missouri 65101

6. REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS

STATE Missouri

TITLE DETERMINED ELEGIBLE?

Missouri State Historical Survey, 1982-1984

7. DESCRIPTION

YES X NO _I"EDERAL X STATE COUNTY LOC:~

CONDITION
_excellent _deteriorated
...llgood _ruins
---lair unexposed

CHECK ONE
~unaltered

_altered

CHECK ONE
~orlglnal site
_moved dote Sept. 1984

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAl. (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The dam/spillway below the trout hatchery complex in Roaring River State Park
bears te inscription 01: Company 1713 in stone, but actually predates the
Civilian Conservation Corpse In 1865, \'lilliam McClure constructed a stone and
earth dam impounding the waters that gushed from an underground spring to
form Roaring River. ~TO openings left in the mill pond wall became mill races
or spillways that exist: today in their original locations, forming attractive
waterfalls. I'~cClure's ?'lill, erected below the dam on the site of the present
park lodge, became a social center for surrounding communities. sometime
around 1920 the mill ej~ther burned or was torn down. The original dam and
spillways were of dry stone construction, without mortar. In 1933, CCC Company
1713 reconstructed the dam using concrete, stone, and mortar with facings of
rouqh coursed ashlar. The dam and spillway, retaining a rustic appearance
simIlar to that of the original dam and mill races, are notable features of
the present-day trout park.



8. SIGNIFICANCE

SPECIFIC DATES 1933 BUILDER/ARCHITECT. CCC/NPS

PERIOD
__prehistoric
__1400-1499

_1~OO-I~99

__1600-1699

_1700-1799
_1800-1899
---':'1900 -

AREA'S OF SIGNIFICANCE - CHECK AND JUSTIFY
_l3rcheology.prehhltorlc __community planning
__archeology- hlstorl'c __conservation
__agrIculture __economIcs

..2S..-archltecture __education
__art glneerlng

__commerce __exploration/settlement
__communications __industry

__InventIon

8ELOW ------
_landscape architecture
I •
__law

_literature
__military
__musIc

__philosophy

~POlltlcs/govemment

_religion

_science
__sculpture

...4-1001011
humanitarian

__theater
__transportation

-!.-otIler (specify)
Recreation

B LJ Ll...LL..-LJ LLI I , 1 ! I
ZONE EASTING NORTHING

o UJ lLL..Lu.J lL.LLL.....L...

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE UN ONE PARAGRAPH)

The dam/spillway at Roaring River State Park is significant under Criteria
A and C as an early park construction project of the Civilian Conservation
Corps and also as an example of a modern park structure intentionally
constructed to resemblE! a hand-built rustic structure of much earlier date.
Originally built to CrE!ate power for a mill, the dam and spillway were
recreated as impoundin9 structures.for an important fish hatchery complex.
The CCC helped to develop this hatchery, which is still in operation under
the supervision of the Missouri Department of Conservation.

9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL I~EFERENCES

Brewer, Wanda Eve. ~lring River Realities. Kansas City, Mo.: Lowell Press,
1973.

10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA
"eQAU 0,. PROP£ItTY-.L QUADRANGLE I~A"E__=E::::ag...l:::.;e:::....::R:=::o::.::c;:;:;k::J,~M~o' SeALE_1.1~~.Q. _

UTM REFERENCES *Less than one acre

A W5J IlJla.,51L/rSlo!I~
ZONE EASTlNG NORTHING

C LLJ LL.ll.....W 1--L1.LL.u.J
VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION ANI) JUSTIFICATION

The nominated property is contained within a 300' x 300' square centered on the above
referenced UTM coordinat,= with sides that are parallel to the walls of the structure.
This square forms a compact and convenient boundary for the property, south of the hatchery
complex and north of the lodge area.

II. FORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE Bonnie :'Jright
ORGANIZATION

DATE
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Roaring River State Park
Barry County, Missouri

U.S.G.S. 7.5 1 Scale 1:24,000
EAGLE ROCK, MO Quadrangle (1974)
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I. NAME
HISTORIC Roaring R.l:-v'er State Park, Bath House

ANDIOR COMMON. Roaring River State Park, Clubhouse

2. LOCATION
STREET a NUMBER

CITY, TOWN

STATE Mi ssouri
3. CLASSIFICATION

COOl' 29
__VICINITY OF

COUNTY Barry CODE' 009

CATEGORY
_distrIct
..1Lbulldlng(s)
_structur.
_lit.
_object
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4. OWNER OF PROPERTY
NAME State of Missouri, Department of Natural Resources
STREET a NUMBER P.O. Box 176
CITY, TOWN Jefferson Ci ty VICINITY OF

5. LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION

Department of Natural Resources
P.O. Box 176
Jefferson City, Missouri 65101

6. REPRESENTATION IN EXISTIr.G SURVEYS

STATE Mi ssouri

TITLE DETERMINED ELEGIBLE? _ YIS -2L- NO

Missouri State Historical Survey, 1982-1984

7. DESCRIPTION

P'EDERAL ..x.....STATI COUNTY LOC~

CONDITION
_excellent ~d.t.rlorated

-Oood _ruins

---lair unexposed

CHECK ONE
_unalt.red
..1Laltered

CHECK ONE
1L-orlolnal lite
_moved date Sept. 1984

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAl. (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The clubhouse (bath house) at Roaring River State Park is a rambling
one-story building of cut stone construction with the modern addition of
an enclosed w'ooden porch. The rear of the building abuts a woodes slope.
A front-facing north wing projects from the main facade. The gable-front of
this wing is now covered with ivy. A curvilinear southern extension of the
building follows the contour of the hill. The ·pitched gable roof follows
this 0~rvilinear form. Eaves are flared at the gable ends. Windows in the
main block and the gable-fronted wing are of the double-sashed, six over
six, variety. In the southern extension, there is a series of ten small
single-sashed four-paned windows just under the eave line. originally called
the "bath house", the building was part of a lake and beach development
p~oject that was initiated in 1936, but never completed, by the Civilian
Conservation Corps. Bass Lake, created by the CCC, has been drained in
recent years. Since its completion in 1938, the old bath house has been
used for group meetings and social activities and recently for storage.
It is presently suffering from neglect. In spite of this, it remains intact
and unaltered with the exception of the porch and a new roof covering of



8. SIGNIFICANCE
------------------------ --/,'-----------

PERIOD
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B LU Ll..Ll...w..J~
ZONE EASTING NORTHING
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SPECIFIC DATES 1938 BUILDER/ARCHITECT CCC/NPS
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (IN ONE PARAGRAPH)

The club house (bath house) at Roaring River State Park has exceptional
significance under Criteria A and C. It is the last surviving structure in
a lake and beach deVE!lopment project initiated, but never completed, by the
Civilian Conservation Corps under a significant New Deal program of work
relief and state par}~ development. Its quarried stone construction,
picturesque form, rambling floorplan, and close relationship to the landscape
make it a distinctiVE! example of the type of rustic park architecture
promoted by the National Park Service during the 1930's. The bath house
represents an overly ambitious extension of a large scale project that
involved both the federal and state governments and resulted in the
development of a si~lificant recreational area in the southwestern Missouri
Ozarks. A damaging f:lood in 1939 brought an end to the beach development
program, as CCC enrollees concentrated their efforts on repairing the trout
hatchery, camping arE!as, and other park facilities damaged by flood waters.
~Hthin the context 01: the park development effort, construction of the bath
house resulted from Cl basically very successful social program of work
relief for CCC enrollees during the Great Depression.

9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL I~EFERENCES

Horner, Irene. Roaring River Heritaae. Cassville, Mo.: Litho Printers,
1978.

10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA
ACReAGE 0., PROPERTY-!-. QUADRANGLE NAME_...tE:..ial,f9J-lJ.eeuR.oo.c:cl'k.,..,-IMI!IlQ~ SCAJ.E-l..:..2!..Q.QQ...
UTM REFERENCES *Less than one acre

A~~I~

C LLJ LLLi....L..JJ LLL-Lu..J
VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION ANI:> JUSTIFICATION

The property is bounded on the east by the steep bluff at the rear of the building. The
western boundary is fanned by a line that runs parallel to and 50' from the bluff. The
northern and southern boundaries are fonned by parallel lines, 90' apart and each measuring
50' in length, that inte,'Sect with the bluff and the western bOllndary J;C6~ +I:J8

II. FORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE Bonni e Wri ght
ORGANIZATION

ADDRESS DATE
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asphalt shingles. :--Jot-able related structures are a stone retaining wall
at the edge of the hill just north of the building and stone curbing in the
old parking area in front of the building.

Item 10

The resulting rectangle (centered on the above-referenced UTM coordinate) measures
90' north-south by 50' east-west and forms a compact and convenient boundary for the
property.





EMERGENCY CONSERVATION WORK ARCHITECTURE
IN MISSOURI STATE PARKS, (1933-1942) T.R.

Roaring River State Park
Barry County, Missouri

U.S.G.S. 7.5 1 Scale 1:24,000
EAGLE ROCK, MO Quadrangle (1974)

DEER LEAP TRAIL
a. 15/425530/4049770
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D. 15/425740/4048400
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~. 15/425720/4048340

CAMP .SMOKEY HISTORIC DISTRICT
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b. 15/426290/4048210
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I. NAME----------1
HISTORIC Roaring Lver State Park Hotel

AND/OR COMMON Roaring River State Park Lodge

2. LOCATION
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STATE Missouri
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4. OWNER OF PROPERTY

NAME State of Missouri , Department of Natural Resources
STREET a NUMBER P. O. Box 176
CITY, TOWN Jefferson Gi ty VICINITY OF

5. LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION

Department of Natural Resources
P.O. Box 176
Jefferson City, Missouri 65101

6. REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS

STATE Mi ssouri

TITLE DETERMINED ELEGl8LE? _ YES .2L- NO

Missouri State Historical Survey, 1982-1984

7. DESCRIPTION

IfEDERAL X STATE COUNTY LOCA

CONDITION
_excellent _deteriorated
-"-Oood _ruins

--'air unexposed

CHECK ONE
_unaltered
.....Aalt.red

CHECK ONE
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAl. OF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The lodge (hotel) at Roaring River State Park is a three-story edifice of
native stone and wood ~rith a full-length second-story porch that overlooks
the river. A large rectangular building, the lodge has a medium-pitched gable
roof 1vi th a three-story chimney at each of bhe gable ends. There is a
shed-roofed one-story service addition in the rear. The symmetrically placed
windows have stone sills and wooden lintels. Twelve··-paned single-sashed windows
have replaced the origi.nal casement windows. Heavy wooden struts project
from the ground floor of the facade to support the second-story porch. Removal
of screens has changed the appearance, but not the basic structure of the
porch. Exterior wall treatment is rough coursed ashlar on the gable ends and
the ground floor of tb facade and horizontal wood siding (painted brown) in the
rear and on the upper stories of the facade. A massive stone retaining wall
extends north approximately eighty feet from the northwest corner of the
building. Another stone retainitig lvall runs along the hillside at the rear
of the building. The ~Jround floor of the structure I set into the hillside,
contains rest rooms and offices. The second floor, now housing the park
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SPECIFIC DATES 1938 BUILDER/ARCHITECT f'lPA/NPS

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (IN ONE PARAGRAPH)

The lodge (hotel) at Roaring River State Park is exceptionally significant
under Criteria A and C in that it was the product of an important New Deal
relief prgram aimed at providing work relief for unemployed men while
developing parks and recreational areas in the states and also in that it
exemplifies the ideals of rustic park architecture promoted by the National
Park Service in the years before Norld War II. The lodge was constructed
by "Yew' Deal relief wor}(ers under the ~'lorks Projects Administration. Large
and imposing, the lodge is unique among Depression-Era structures in the
Hissouri state park system. The Ccc-built dining lodges at Bennett Spring
State Park and Sam A.,(JBaker State Park approach this building in size,
bu t vlere never intended for use as hotels. Architecture: The use of native
stone and heavy timbE!r, with rugged details such as the heavy struts
supporting the porch,. place this building within the tradition of National
Park Service rustic architecture. pOlitiCS/Government: Construction of this
hotel resulted from t:he cooperation of the state and federal government in
an ambitious park de,relopment project inVOlving the labor of both CCC and
WPA relief workers. Social/Humanitarian: This project provided meaningful
work relief for WPA taborers between December 1936 and January 1938, during
the depths of tre GrE~at Depression. Recreation: The imposing lodge continues
to function as a vital part of a popular Hissouri state park.

9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL lREFERENCES

R.oaring River Ripple~~, January 28, 1938.

10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA
ACREAIE 01' PROPCRTY---1- QUADRANGLE NA..E Et:..aaJgq..ll-'Qi-4g~Ql-E6j.l1;k,.,.,--f"lM&eT'i SCAU-l.:.24 ,DOeL

UTM REFERENCES *Less than one acre

A LMJ~ 'tJ,ol4rcrl5',5";'ol
ZONE EAsnNG ~

C LLJ lLLLwJ LLI I I I !

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION ANI;) JUSTIFICATION

The nominated property is contained within a rectangle centered on the above UTM reference
point. The west line runs parallel to and 10' from the west wall of the builGing; the north
line runs parallel to and 10' from the north wall of the building; the east wall runs parallel

II. FORM PREPARED BY
NAME I TITLE 30nnie ;vright
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DATE
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store, originally served as a kitchen and dining room and occasionally
as a ball room. The third floor contains eleven rooms that originally
housed overnight guests. Plans have been formulated to return the second
story to its original use and convert the third floor to additional dining
space. Nith the exception of a new roof (1973) and the installation of
new, but compatible, windows, the exterior remains substantially as it was
in 1938, upon completion of the' project by the WPA.

Item 10

and ten feet from the east wall of the building; and the south line runs parallel to and
ten feet from the south wall of the buil di ng. The resul ti ng rectangle, whi ch measures
94 1 north-south by 70' east-west, forms a compact and convenient boundary for the building
which is nestled against a steep bluff (on the eastern side of the building).





EMERGENCY CONSERVATION WORK ARCHITECTURE
IN MISSOURI STATE PARKS, (1933-1942) T.R.

Roaring River State Park
Barry County, Missouri

U.S.G.S. 7.5 1 Scale 1:24,000
EAGLE ROCK, MO Quadrangle (1974)
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Sam A. Baker State Park
Sam A. Baker, located five miles northeast of Patterson in Wayne County contains more than
five thousand acres of ruggE~d land in the high, cone-like st. Francois Mountains. Big Creek
flows through the park down Mudlick Canyon and empties into the st. Francois River. Acquired
by purchase in 1926, the park was named for Sam A. Baker, a Patterson native, who was Governor
of Missouri from 1925 throuqh 1929. CCC enrollees began work in the park in June 1933. By
October 1935, CCC workers had installed telephone and water lines, laid out trails, planted
trees, fought forest fires, and built a number of structures, including bridges, cabins,
toilets, a stable, and part of a dining lodge. After the CCC company pulled out in October
1935, WPA workers (under thl~ Economic Recovery Act) completed many of the CCC projects,
including the blue granite dining lodge, which is still a notable feature of the park. This
park has been nominated as a historic district.
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Sam A. Baker State Park Historic District

Description

Sam A. Baker State Park Historic District contains some thirty historically or architecturally
significant buildings and structures erected in a rugged Ozark setting by the Civilian
Conservation Corps and the Works Projects Administration, under the supervision of the
National Park Service, between 1933 and 1938. Such notable park structures as the English
half-timbered gatekeeper's cottage (Photo #20), the stone comfort station with its large bay
window (Photo #6), and the picturesque stable with its three-story (Photo #9) tower bear
witness to the aesthetic sensitivity and careful craftsmanship that combined to give this park
its lasting charm. Only a few modern additions, including three new service buildings and
nine new rest rooms and pit latrines, intrude upon this rustic enclave in a dramatic corner of
the Ozark highlands.

Buildings and structures that contribute to the character of the district are as follows:

Bakl, Cabin #17: 1934 tourist cabin of native blue field stone laid in cement with no
dressing or cutting, pine trim, one story, stone fireplace on south wall, pitched gable roof,
faces east, cabin area. Original screened-in rear sleeping porch has been enclosed.

Bak2, Cabin #15: Same as Bakl, but facing north, with fireplace on east wall.

Bak3, Cabin #14: 1933-1935, tourist cabin of stone and wood with rear ell, fireplace on north
wall, decorative front portico in Adirondack style with log supports and latticed sides, faces
east, cabin area.

Bak4, Cabin #13: 1933-1935 two-room tourist cabin of stone and wood, rectangular plan (16 1 x
18 1

), fireplace on south wall, with decorative portico running the full length of the east
facade, cabin area.

Bak5, Cabin 114: Identical to Bak3.

Bak6, Cabin #3: Identical to Bak3.

Bak7, Cabin 112: Identical to Bak3.

Bak8, Cabin 1Fl: Identical to Bak3, but faces northeast.

Bak9, Cabin IH8: 1936-l93B nine-room frame cabin, rectangular plan (28 16" x 60 18"), stone
foundation, rough oak siding, unpretentious front porch, faces east, cabin area.

BaklO, Comfort Station: 1935 stone rest room, rectangular plan (34 1 x 14 1
), bay window in

front, sandstone sills, two side porches with trellises of pine slabs and poles, hipped roof
covered with cedar shake shingles; interior contains rest rooms, showers, and a sitting room.
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Sakll, Dining Lodge: 1935·-1937 spacious (80' x 49 1
) one-and-one-half-story edifice of native

blue granite; formerly kno\'lO as the "Slack Lodge" because of the dark color of the stone;
steep multi-gabled roof, large stone fireplace on north wall, interior and exterior trim of
pine timbers; houses dininq room, kitchen and small park store.

Sak12 (13)* Well House: Ca. 1934 service building, small square (14 1 x 14 1
) plan, native

granite construction, steep hipped roof, eyebrow dormer, corner chimney, formerly a
well-house, now used as a one-room sleeping cabin, on the western bank of Sig Creek in the old
park service area.

Sak13 (16) Stables: 1933-1934 large barn-like structure with two projecting wings,
three-story octagonal towe:r rising through the angle between the south facade and the
projecting east wing. Flooding in 1982 necessitated replacement of wood siding, which
resulted in some alteration of the wood treatment surrounding the windows of the east wing.
Originally painted a light grey, the building is now a light brown. The building, however,
substantially retains the original picturesque, asymmetrical quality created by windows and
dormers of varying sizes and the prominent tower with irregularly-placed window openings. No
longer used as a stable, tile building now serves as a park office and visitor center.

Sak14 (17), Superintendent's Residence: Ca. 1934 one-and-one-half-story house of wood and
local cut stone, projecting central bay, cross gable roof, heavy wooden lintels, screened
porches, set high on a grassy hill near the old stables.

SakIS (20), Trail Shelter: 1935 three-sided shelter of native sandstone, fireplace at either
end, roof slopes to the rear. This shelter is a sophisticated version of the traditional
Adirondack shelter. With an overhang for protection, the front is open to a dramatic view of
rocky, wooded bluffs and a deep ravine.

Sak16 (21), Trail Shelter: Same as SakIS.

Sak17 (22), Cabin #12: 1936-1938 four-room frame tourist cabin, stone foundation, L-shaped
plan, vertical wood siding, open front porch, cabin area.

Sakl8 (23), Cabin #10: Same as Sakl7.

Sakl9 (24), Cabin #8: Same as Sak17.

Sak20 (25) Cabin #7: Same as Sakl7, except for new sliding windows.
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Bak21 (26), Cabin #19: Three-room frame tourist cabin, stone foundation, wood shingle siding,
rectangular plan (36 1 x 15 1

), rustic front portico, stone chimney and retaining wall in rear.

Bak22 (27), Cabin #16: Same as Bak21.

Bak23 (28), Cabin f/6: Same· as Bak21.

Bak24 (29), Cabin f/5: Same as Bak21.

Bak25 (30), Trail Shelter: Same as Bak15, except that it is constructed of native blue
granite, rather than sandstone.

Bak26-27 (31-32), Entrance Gates: 1934 gatekeeperls house on west side of Highway 143 with
companion building on east side. The tiny (111 xlII) gatekeeperls house is of native blue
granite and burr oak in the! English half-timbered style, with stone fireplace, chimney, and
retaining wall, and hand-hewn oak mullions and lintels. The even smaller (9 1 x 91) companion
building is of simpler construction in the same materials with a very steep roof and plain oak
trim around the door openings.

Bak28 (48), Sheltered Bar-B-Q: 1934 two-sided open stone fireplace sheltered by peaked gable
roof covered with clear cedar shingles on supports of stone and wood. This 91 c 91 structure
serves the outdoor cooking needs of two cabins (Cabins 13 and 14).

Bak29 (49), Sheltered Bar-B-Q: Same as Bak28 , serving Cabins 3 and 4.

Bak30 (50), Sheltered Bar-B-Q: Same as Bak28 , serving Cabins 1 and 2.

Noncontributing structures within the district boundries are three modern buildings in the new
service area, including the assistant superintendent's residence, a pole storage building, and
a combinaton service building and office, a modern picnic shelter located south of the dining
lodge,and rest rooms and louvered latrines confined to the picnic area and campgrounds.

*Numbers in parentheses arl~ inventory numbers used by the Missouri Department of Historic
Preservation.
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Signi ficance

Sam A. Baker State Park Historic District has exceptional significance according to the
criteria of evaluation und,gr definitions A and C to wit: it is associated with Emergency
Conservation Work involvinl~ the labor of CCC enrollees and WPA workers of the New Deal Era, a
major historical development of the twentieth century; it embodies the distinctive
characteristics of the rustic architecture promoted by the National Park Service in the years
before World War II. The park was virtually undeveloped before the establishment of the
Civilian Conservation Corps in 1933. Politics/Government: Development of the park was a
cooperative effort of the state and the federal government, involving the combined labors of
CCC enrollees and WPA workers. Architecture and Landscape Architecture: The park buildings
and structures invidivually and as a group are distringuished examples of National Park
Service rustic architecture from the 1930's. Conservation--Recreation: In the area of
conservation, the development of this park preserved for recreational use a spectacular
section of the Ozark Highlands. Social/Humanitarian: As a social/humanitarian endeavor, the
project provided useful work and crafts training for your men rendered jobless by the Great
Depression.

Bibliography

"Sam A. Baker State Park, Camp SP-5, Piedmont, Missouri, Monthly Narrative Reports and Summary
Sheets," submitted to the National Park Service, NPS Archives, NARS.

"Sam A. Baker State Park," Jefferson City: DNR, Division of Parks and Historic Preservation,
n.d., unpaginated.

"Sam A. Baker State Park, Camp SP-5 and WC-4: CCC Work accomplished under the Supervision of
the National Park Service June 22, 1933 to October 18, 1935 ERA January 20, 1936-January
31, 1938," unpuiblished document on file at DNR.

Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property:
Quadrangle name: Brunot, Mo.,
Quadrangle scale: 1:24,000
UTM References:
A 15/721180/4129570
B 15/721710/4125660
C 15/721700/4125140
D 15/720850/4122770
E 15/718550/4122770
F 15/717210/4124420
G 15/717160/4129420

Approximately 4,860 acres.
and Patterson, Mo.

Verbal Boundary Description and Justification

The boundaries of the nomi.nated property are clearly indicated on the appended maps (U.S.G.S.
map and district map) and are defined as the present boundaries of Sam A. Baker State Park,
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excluding those tracts that: are now state-owned but were not state-owned during the 1930's.
These excluded tracts are c:learly shown on the map as blank areas with none of the contour
lines or other features drawn in on them. As this park was substantially developed by relief
workers under E.C.W. programs, the park boundaries form the logical boundaries of the historic
district.
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Van Meter State Park, located approximately twelve miles northest of Marshall in Saline
County, Missouri, comprises. nearly eight hundred acres of rolling countryside with stately
wooded groves and several circhaeological sites. The original tract was the gift of Mrs.
Annie Van Meter and her brother Charles Pittman in 1932. CCC Company 1714 was active in
the park from November 193~. to October 1935. During this period, CCC enrollees planted
and transplanted many shrubs and trees and performed important services in the field of
flood control. In the Walnut Grove area, the company built two wooden picnic shelters with
stone fireplaces. The small shelter house and the large shelter house (comination
buidling) are included in t.his nomination. See inventory data sheet.
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I. NAME

HISTORIC Van Meter State Park Combination Building
ANO/OR COMMON Van Meter State Park Large Picnic Shelter

2. LOCATION
STREET a NUMBER

CITY, TOWN

STATE Missouri

3. CL.ASSIFICATION

eOOE 29

__VICINITY OF

COUNTY Saline CODE 195

C).TEGORY
_district
.x..-buildlnq(s)
_ str\le1Ure
_IUt
_object

OWNERSHIP
..!..pubtlc
_private
_bCttl
PUBl.JC ACQUISmON
_In proe"l
_belnQ considered

STATUS
_ocetlQied

N/A_ IInoccuQiecl
_work In ll"0qreu
ACCESSIBl.E
_yes: restricted
JL)"..: unr..trtcte<l

no

PRESENT USE
_Qqrlcultur.
_commercial
_ .ducatlonal
_entertainment
_gowrnment
_industrial

military

_museum
Lpark
_private resldenct
_retlqious
_scientific
_trans~rtatlon

other:

4. OWNER OF PROPERTY
NAME State of Missouri, Department of Natural Resources
STREET a NUMBER P.0. Box 176
CITY, TOWN Jefferson City VICINITY OF

5. LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION

Department of Natural Resources
P.O. Box 176
Jefferson City, Missouri 65101

6. REPRESENTATiON IN EXISTiNG SURVEYS

STATE Missouri

TITl.E OETERMINEO EL.EGISI.E?

Missouri State Historical Survey, 1982-1984

YES X NO FeOERAI. STATE COUNTY L.OCAL.

7. DESCRIPTiON

CONDITION
-y-ueellent
_~ood

fair

_ deteriorare<:l
_ruins

unexoosed

CHECK ONE
-2:...unaltered
_altered

CHECK ONE
~oriQlnal site
_moved date Nov. 1984

::ESCRI8E THE ?RESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) ?HYSiCAL ~?Fi:..ARANCE

The large picnic shelte:~ at Van Meter State Park is an interesting variation of a standard
type of rectangular shelter promoted by the National Park Service during the 1930's.
Originally intended to function as a combination of concession building and picnic shelter,
this building is considerably larger than the small shelter located approximately 400 feet
to the north of the large shelter. The large shelter is a rectangular building with a
projecting central bay, a cross-gable roof, and two large stone fireplaces on the east and
west end walls. BuiltJn a concrete foundation, the building measures sixty-eight feet by
twenty-two feet, with the interior divided into three sections by wooden half-walls, The
use of vertical board and batten siding with ragged sawn boards in the gables gives the
shelter a rustic appearance. Like the small shelter, this building was constructed by the
Civilian Conservation Corps in 1935 and continues to serve as a picnic pavilion and outdoor
cooking facility in a grove of walnut trees within the state park.



8. SIGNIF1C..1NCE

SPECIFIC OAT;::S 1935 BUIL.DER / ARCHITECT eee/NPS

PERIOD
__ prehistoric
__1400-1499

_1~00-IS99

__1600 -1699

__1700 -1799
__1800 -1899

~1900-

AREAS OF SIGNIF1CANC! - CHECl< AND JUSTIFY
__archeol09y-pr.hlltorlc __ community planninljl

__archeololilY- hlltoric ....x-cons.rvatlon

__l1lj1riculture _ economics .

.....!-archit.c1Urt __'ducctlon
__ Clrt __ Inc;ineerlnq

__commerce __'ll;lloratlonls.rflement
__communICCftonl __ Industry

__ invention

SEJ...DW
_landlCCl~ archlt.dUrw
__law

__lIteratur.

__military

_mullc
__pllilolophy

JL-polltica/c:loyemment

_r'1I910n

_Icl.nc.
__Iculpture

-X-lOclall

humanitarian
__ttleater

__tranl9Ortatlon

-L-ottler (.peclfy)
Recreation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANC! ON ONE PARAGRAPH)
The large picnic shelter.at Van Meter State Park has exceptional significance under
Criteria A and e. The shelter is one of two major structures erected by the eee
company that engaged in park develop~ent projects at Van Meter between November 1934
and October 1935. In 'architectural. terms, the large picnic shelter is an expanded and
elaborated version of tl~ small rectangular shelter with fireplaces in the enclosed ends.
Significance in the are!:. of politics and government derives from the fact that the
construction of the shelter resulted from an unprecedented and highly important
involvement of the federal government in the development of parks and recreational
facilities within the states. Van Meter State Park was Virtually undeveloped before the
arrival of the eee in 1934. During a one-year encampment, eee enrollees built roads,
repaired flood damage, installed sewage and water systems, planted and transplanted many
trees and shrubs, and developed picnic facilities in the Walnut Grove. The eee played
an important role in cOIlserving this area, with its many wildflowers, stately trees,
and important archaeological sites, while developing the park for recreational use.
In social/humanitarian terms, the park improvement projects provided useful work and
crafts training for over two hundred young men whose lives were interrupted by the
Great Depression.

9. MAJOR BI8LIOGRAPHICAL l=iEFERENCS:S

"Van Meter State Park SP-18, Marshall, Mo. Summary Narrative Report," NPS Archives,
NARS.

10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA
.lc;JtEACIa 0" P~OP£il1'Y_*_QUACRAHClI.£ 1.,AMe: Miami Station, Mo.
UTM REr~NC!S *Less than one acre

" 'I t B '
A '1. 5\ '4!7 ~ i 8' 8' 0 l 4: 3' 4: 5' 9 •9 I 0 I

ZONE !ASiiNG NORTHING ZONE

Sc..iU ~ODQ. _

I ,

;).STlNG NORTHING

o

VE::tSA~ 30UNOM1'l' :e:SC~I?Tl0N ~/'m JUSTli='IC:.TiON

The large picnic shelter at Van Meter State Park is bounded by a rectangle oriented on the
building whose center pJint is the above referenced un~ coordinate. The west line runs
parallel to and 20' fro:n the west end wall of the building; the south line runs parallel to

II. FORM PRE?ARED 5Y
-.AME I 7rTLE:

:1RG:'NI! ..::T'iCN
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and 20' from the south wall of the building; the east line runs parallel to and 20' from
the east end wa-l of the ..building, and the north line runs parallel to and 20' from the
north wall of the building. The resulting rectangle whose dimensions are 62' north­
south by 108' east-west forms a compact and convenient boundary for the property.
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I. NAME

HISTORIC Van Meter State Park Shelter En}J djng
ANDIOR COMMON Van Meter State Park Small Picnic Shelter

2. LOCATION
ST~EET a NUMBE~

CITY, TOWN

STAT~ Missouri

3. CLASSIFICATION

COOe: 29

__VICINITY OF

COUNTY Saline COO! 195

C)'T~GORY

_district
~buildlnQ(s)

_structur.
_lit.
_object

OWNERSHIP
.lLPUtl tic
_private
_both
P1J8LJC ACQ(.J1SmON
_In proc.ss
_belnQ conlldered

STATUS
_~cQ,lpjed

N/A_unoccupied
_work In :l"0Qr...
ACCESSIBLE
_y.s: r.strlcted
Lyes: unr.stricted

no

PRESENT USE
_aQrlculture
_commercial
_ .ducatlonal
_.ntenaInment
_goyernment
_industrIal

tnm'ary

_mu.eum
!..pcrk
_iltlvat. r"ld.nc.
_r.1I9 Icus
_Ici.ntlflc
_transportation

oth.r:

4. OWNER OF PROPERTY

NAME State of Missouri, Depart.ment. of Nat.ural Res01Jrces
STREET a NUMBER P .0. Box 176
CITY, TOWN Jefferscn City VICINITY OF STATE Missouri
5. LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRI:?T10N._----_._----------------------------------

Department of Natural Resources
P.O. Box 176
Jefferson City, Missouri 65101

6. REPRESENTATION IN EXISTiNG SURVEYS

T1TL! ~e:"!RllIIN!O EI.!GIBI.E?

Missouri State Historic€.l Survey, 1982-1984

'T'!S X NO I"!OERAL S,....TE COUNTY LOC~L

7. DESCRIPTION
CONDITION
_excellent
.2:..Qood

-fair

_deteriorated
_ruins

unexoosed

CHECI< ONE
~unaltered
_altered

CHECI< ONE
~Ori'lllnQI site
_moved dote Nov. 1984

:JE5CRIBE •..-
i:""'!!:. ?~ESENT AND ORIGiNAL. (IF ,l(NOWNl ?HYS1C':'L .J.FPEARANCE

The small picnic shelter at Van Meter State Park is virtually a textbook example of a
standard type of rectangular open shelter promoted by the National Park Service in the
1930 's. Measuring fort~T feet by twenty feet, the shelter building has two stone fireplaces,
enclosed ends with stone chimneys, and open sides. Of frame construction, with board and
batten siding, the shel-~er stands on a concrete foundation. The fireplaces are constructed
of rough cut stone in irregular courses. A new roof extends beyond the original eave line,
obsuring the old exposed rafters. The shelter was constructed by the Civilian Conservation
Corps in 1935 and continues to serve as a picnic pavilion and outdoor cooking facility in
a grove of stately walwlt trees within the state park.



8. SIGNIFIC~NC::

PERIOD
__ prehistoric
__1400-1499

_J~OO-I~99

__1600 -1699

_1700-1799
__1800 -1899

~1900-

AREAS OF SiGNIFICANCf - CHECK AND JUSTIFY
__ crcl'l.ol~y-pr.hldorlc __community planninq

__crcl'leoloqy- historic -X-conurvctlon
__cqrlculture __ economics

.-A....orchitKture __,ducatlon
__al1 __..qineerlnq

__commerce __IJlplorotlon/l4ttlement
__communications __Industry

__Invention

BEl-OW
_Icndsco~ oretlltedVre
__law

__lIterotur.
__mil/tory

__music

__ptlilosopl'ty

..!.-politicsIgoyemment

__rellqlon

_Iclence
__Iculpture

-X--soclal I

humanitarian
__tMater

__transportation

-lL-otn.r (specify)
Recreation

SPECIFIC OATES J 935 BUILDER / ARCHITECT eee/NPS
STATEMENT OF SIGNIF1CANC!: (IN ONE PARAGRAPH)

The small picnic shelter at Van Meter State Park has exceptional significance under
Criteria A and e. The shelter is one of two major structures erected by the eee
company that engaged in park development projects at Van Meter State Park between
November 1934 and October 1935. In architectural terms, the small shelter building
followed a standard plan ,(or, such buildings that appeared in the 1935 publication
entitled Park- Struc'wrei"a~FacHiti-esthat was published by the National Park Service. l
Acquired by the state ill 1932, Van Meter State Park was virtually undeveloped before the
arrival of the eee in 1934. During a one-year encampment, eee enrollees built roads,
repaired flood damage, installed sewage and water systems, planted and transplanted many
trees and shrubs, and dE=veloped picnic facilities in the Walnut Grove area of the park.
The eee played an important role in conserving this area, with its many wildflowers,
stately trees, and impo:~tant archaeological sites, while developing the park for
recreational use. In social/humanitarian terms, the park improvement projects provided
useful work and crafts training for over two hundred young men whose lives were interrupted
by the Great Depression.

lAlbert H. Good, Park Structures and Facilities (National Park Service, 1935), p. 126.

9. MAJOR 818LIOGRAPHICAL I::CEfC:RENCS;S
Good, Albert H. ParlG.st!'UC'ture~a:n'd.' Facili'ties. NPS, 1935.
Hamilton, Jean Tyree. "Abel J. Varuneter, His Park and His Diary," in Missouri Historical

Society Bulletin, October 1971.
"Van Meter State Park SP-18, Marshall, Mo. Summary Narrative Report,1! NPS Archives, NARS.

10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

NORT1-!INGEAST1NGZONE

e
J' p' pi

AC:IUt..lGI OF P"OPf:IITY2.-. QUolCRAHGI.S 'fAWE__~M...i·~am:!ll.loi~SWot~a.Jjt.l.j io/,Q.uD+,_MLlW.J.o sCeU.!: --1..:24.,QO~ _

UTM REF£RENC,S *Less than one acre

A L.± :4! 7 i 6 ;7 9 ;0 ; 4 'J4 . 6:
ZONE EASilNG NORTHING

,..
w_ o

VE~SAL 3CUNOMiY JESC~IPT10N ~NC) JUST1~iC':'T10N

The small shelter at Van Meter State Park is bounded by a rectangle oriented on the
building whose center point is the above referenced U~I coordinate. The east line runs
parallel to and 20' from the east wall of the building; the south line runs parallel to and
20' from the south wall of the building; the we-st l..ii1e runs uarallel to and 20' from the

i I. FORM ?RE?ARED 5'(
'4AME I ~:TL~ Bonnie Wright
JRG':'NIZ.:.iiON

"'-c".-'-
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west wall of the building; and the north line runs parallel to and 20' from the north
wall of the building. The resulting rectangle whose dimensions are 80' north-south by
60' east-west forms a compact and convenient boundary for the property.
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.-
Petroglyphs, or rock carvings, of mound building Indians are the most dramatic feature of
Washington State Park, located approximately fourteen miles northeast of Potosi in
Washington County, Missouri.. The Petrolyph Site in this park is already on the National
Register of Historic Places. High bluffs and rocky overlooks along Big River, a tributary
of the Meramec River, form spectacular natural features of the park. Both the man-made
and natural features influenced the rustic stone structures erected in the park by Company
1743, an all-black company of the CCC, between 1934 and 1939. Among the truly notable
buildings in the park are the stone dining lodge with its Indian "thunderbird" motif and
the hillside shelter, which resembles a natural outcropping of rock at the edge of a
bluff. The original tract that formed the nucleus of this park was the gift of A.P.
Greensfelder in Dcember 19~;2. The area enclosed by the original 1932 boundaries of this
park is being nominated as a historic district.
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Washington State Park CCC Historic District

Description

Washington State Park CCC Historic District contains fourteen buildings of historical or
architectural significance, plus extensive stone roadside work, the remains of a quarry, and
the 1.S-mile manmade rock staircase known as the 1,OOO-Steps Trail. An outstanding
archaeological feature of the district is the National-Register-listed Indian petroglyph site,
which inspired outstandinq decorative details in the rock dining lodge erected by the Civilian
Conservation Corps (Photo #3). In June 1934, an all-black company of the CCC set up camp in
the recently-acquired state park and began to develop the rugged tract south of Big River for
recreational use. Between 1934 and 1939, Company 1743 built many beautiful rustic structures,
including the dining lodge, various stone shelters, frame cabins, rest rooms, and the
above-mentioned hiking trail, all of which remain as notable man-made features of the park.
There are a few modern in':rusions, including a canopy sheltering the petroglyph site and four
new cabins in the cabin area. To an unusual degree, however, this park retains the shape and
texture imparted to it by the work of the civilian Conservation Corps under the supervision of
the National Park Service during the years of the Great Depression.

Buildings and structures that contribute to the character of the district are, as follows:

Wal Culvert: 1937 Rock-faced culvert on west side of park road near park entrance, rough cut
stone, horizontal course, illustrating the principle expressed in 1935 National Park Service
publication that "As much care should be given to the design and execution of culvert end
walls as to other park structures." .

Wa2 (1)* Cabin #1: 1939 frame three-room tourist cabin, rectangular plan (151 x 36 1
), stone

foundation, horizontal laD siding, stone patio and pedimented entrance portico in front, stone
retaining wall in rear.

Wa3 (2) Cabin #2: Same as Wa2.

Wa4 (3) Cabin #3: Same as Wa2.

WaS (4) Cabin #4: Same as Wa2, except for wood shingle siding.

Wa6 (11) Dining Lodge: 1939 stone dining lodge, rough random ashlar wall treatment, L-shaped
plan, spanning small creek, end-placed chimney on east wall. Important decorative features
include Indian thunderbird symbol carved in stone facing at gable end (east), thunderbird
motif repeated in interior details such as metal door stops.
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Wa7 (12) Lodge Rest Room: 1934-1939 stone rest room, random ashlar wall treatment,
front-gable roof, rectangular plan (22' x 20 1

), dramatically sited on hill just south of
dining lodge. Note bridge across small creek and massive stone retaining walls on hill
leading up to rest room.

Was (13) Lookout Shelter: 1936 octagonal pavillion of random cut native, circular foundation
of slab rock in concrete, limestone, steep hipped roof, built-in red cedar seats, open on all
sides of view of campgrounds, bluff, and Big River. A photograph of this handsome shelter
appeared in Albert Goodls PARK AND RECREATION STRUCTURES (1938) ~s an example of a variant
form of the "transplanted J~dirondack shelter of logs and stone".

Wa9 (14) Assistant
random ashlar wall
porch (east side).
side) was recently

Superin~:endent's Residence, (Custodian I s Cottage): 1937 stone residence,
treatment, pitched side-gable roof, side projection (west side), enclosed
Stone projection (west side) once served as park office. Open porch (east

enclosed. Note segmental stone work above window and door openings.

WalO (16) Barn (Garage): 1934-1939 rectangular barn (25 1 x 61 1
), gambrel roof, frame

construction, horizontakl lap siding (pine), used for storage, with small office area on each
of two floors. A metal shl~d has been added to north end.

Wall (17) Well House: 193,~-1939 small (10' x 12 1
) rectangular frame building, horizontal lap

siding, front-gable roof, formerly used as a well house, now used for storage, located near
southwest corner of Barn (Garage). Note the stone steps and retaining wall between Well House
and Barn.

Wa12 (19) Nature Center (Old Contact Station): 1936 one-story stone building, random ashlar
wall treatment, cross-gable roof, rustic entrance portico of stone and wood, massive stone
fireplace on south wall, stone walls extending from rear of building, stone sills and wooden
lintels accenting windows and door openings. Porch is notable for stone footings, heavy
posts, beams, curved struts. also note extensive stone curbing on park road directly in front
of building. Formerly visitor contact station, now used as nature center. Located near park
entrance, west of assistant superintendent's residence.

Wa13 (20) Rest Room: 1935,-1936 stone rest room, random ashlat, rectangular plan (23 1 x 34 1
),

fran gable roof, two stone chimneys at gable ends, stone sills and wooden lintels at door and
window openings, flagstone at entrance, located east of open picnic shelter, screened by
trees.

Wa14 (21) Picnic Shelter (Open Shelter): 1935 stone and wood shelter, English half-timbered
style, rectangular plan (23' x 51'), fireplace on southwest wall" three open sides, heavy
wooden roof supports, pitclled gable roof, horizontal logs at gable ends, located in picnic
area.
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Wa15 (24) Hillside Shelter: .. 1934-1939 native stone shelter, set into hillside, resembling
natural outcropping of rock, overlooking Big River. This beautiful shelter features a heavy
stone rampart that blends i.nto the edge of the bluff and a massive stone chimney rising from
the hillside. The 1,000-St.ep Trail winds up the hill to the west of the shelter. Fireplace
has been closed off; original cedar shake roof has been replaced with asphalt shingles. In
other respects, this shelter retains its marvelous rustic appearance, blending beautifully
with its surroundings, and offering a spectacular vuiew of the river valley.

Wa16 1,000-Step Trail: 19~j6 man-made trail consisting of 1,000 stone steps running south
behind Hillside Shelter, south and east through the picnic area and north from the park road
(1.5 miles of trail).
Wa17 Quarry: remains of quarry from which CCC Co. 1743 extracted stone for park structures.
Located northeast of the cabin area.

Non-contributing structures in the district are, as follows:

New superintendent's residence; park office, possibly of CCC construction, but greatly
altered; swimming pool, change house, pool concession building, pump house; canopy sheltering
the petroglyph site, restroom and pumphouse in the campgrounds; pumphouse near the open
shelter; and four new cabins in a small grouping to the west of the CCC-built cabins.

lAlbert H. Good, Park Structures and Facilities (1935), p. 44.

Significance

Washington State Park CCC Historic District has exceptional significance according to the
criteria of evaluation UndE!r definitions A and C to wit: it is associated with Emergency
Conservation Work involvinq the labor of CCC enrollees under a New Deal work relief program, a
significant historical development of the twentieth century; it embodies the distinctive
characteristics of the rustic architecture promoted by the National Park Service in the years
before World War II. ~.tecture and Landscape Architecture: The CCC-built structures in
this park are exceptionally fine examples of park architecture in the rustic tradition.
Especially distinctive is the Hillside Shelter, which resembles a natural outcropping of rock
on a craggy bluff, illustrating the principle of subordination of man-made structures to the
natural landscape (Photo #J.6). The Dining Lodge has great merit in that its decorative
details echo a significant cultural theme of the park (Photo #3). The 1,000-Steps Trail is an
example of a highly ambitious park landscaping project that, despite its extensive nature and
the labor-intensive quality of its construction, disturbs to only a slight degree the natural
park environment (Photo #18). Social/Humanitarian: The Emergency Conservation Work projects at
Washington State Park take on a special significance due to the fact that all work was done by
an all-black company of the Civilian Conservation Corps. The Company earned a high reputation
for the work performed at ~~ashington and later at Mark Twain State Park.
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Geographical Data

Acreage of the nominated property: Approximate1y 710 acre s •
Quadrangle name: Tiff, Missouri
Quadrangle scale: 1:24,000
UTM References:
A 15/703140/4218480 G 15/702980/4218500
B 15/704030/4217920
C 15/704040/4217260
D 15/702780/4216340
E 15/701960/4216280
F 15/701900/4218060

Verbal Boundary Description and Justification

The boundaries of the nominated property are clearly indicated on the appended maps and are
defined as the original (1932) boundaries of Washington State Park. This was the area
developed in the 1930·s by federal relief workers. The area retains a high degree of historic
integrity with only minor modern intrusions. .
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